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About this record

The item consists of copies and extracts of correspondence and minutes cited in, or enclosed with, an Extract
Bombay [Mumbai] Political Consultation dated 31 December 1844. The contents are a continuation of enclosures
to a Political Letter from the Government of Bombay to the East India Company Court of Directors, 10 June
1845, which can be found at IOR/F/4/2122/100072.

The item consists of a letter from Captain Stafford Bettesworth Haines, Political Agent at Aden, to the
Government of Bombay, 25 November 1844. This letter contains copies of numerous bonds and a treaty made
between Sultan M'Houssain Fudthel of Lahidge [Sultan Muḥsin bin Faḍl al-'Abdalī, Sultan of Lahij] and Haines
between 1838 and 1844, all of which relate to the transfer of Aden from Sultan M'Houssain Fudthel to the East
India Company. Haines also provides a background narrative to the bonds and treaty, mentioning the blockade
and storming of Aden by the British in November 1838-January 1839, as well as numerous attempts by the Sultan
to recover Aden from the British 1839-1840.

The item also contains instructions from the Government of Bombay to send a copy of Haines’s letter to the
Government of India.

The title page of the item contains the following references: ‘Bombay Political Department’, ‘P.C. [Previous
Communication] 5061, Coll[ection]: 20, Vol: 2, Draft 29/46’, ‘Collection N. 2 of N. 59’ and ‘Examiner's
Office’.
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