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About this record

An abridgement in twelve babs by the Egyptian mathematician and astronomer Shams al-Din
Muhammad ibn AbT al-Fath ibn Ts& ibn Ahmad al-STfT al-MisrT (8 s<all o e O 8 (o 0 2ana (pal) uad
s»=dl | fl. late 15th-early 16th century) of the description of Egypt entitied The Cream of Unveiling
Kingdoms and Clarifying Routes and Itineraries (w5 Gkl ol s lllaal) 238 33 3) by the

statesman and scholar Ghars al-Din Khalil ibn Shahin al-ZahirT (s_sUall gaald e dda cpall (e | d. 1486).

The present volume was copied, illuminated, and bound originally (the present binding is a modern replacement)
by the author himself, who completed this work in the middle of Jumada 1l 904/end of January 1499 (see
colophon, transcribed below, f. 68r, lines 4-8). The colophon is followed by illuminated verses, most often
attributed to ‘Abd al-Ghant ibn Isma ‘1l al-NabulusT (LW dieles) oS3l 2e | b, 1641, d. 1731).

However, al-NabulusT lived two centuries after the creation of this copy (see f. 68r, lines 9-10).

The author states that he was commanded to write the abridgement by a powerful but un-named patron (¥ <
a8l sl Uil e aladll eUaing | f, 2r, lines 5-6), and that he left out most of the narrative content as
more properly belonging to historical and literary works (<) s &) sil) i€ Llaa 31 | see f. 2v, line 1).

A tabulation of the BurjT Mamluk sultans, with the dates and lengths of their rules, appears on ff. 31r-33r,
beginning with Sayf al-D1n Barquq (382 el <as | reg. 1382-99, with interregnum 1389-90) and ending with
the still-reigning Abd Sa‘Td Qansih al-Ashrafl (3,4Y) 7 sails s ol | reg. 1498-1500).

The title is given on an opening page (f. 1r) illuminated in gold, blue and white. The full title text,
contained in an upper register and lobed rosette within a frame below, reads 4kl Caay A 5 suall QIS
el 52 a0 ) 8 Cai s LeSUla il sl alol 4Bl )y i) LgSllan (o dple il Lo g 4y yocaall
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DEPARTMENT OF

ORIENTAL PRINTED BOOKS & MANUSCRIPTS

Record of Treatment, Extraction, Repair, etc.

Date Particulars Name

WASH
BLEACH
ANTICHLORE

SIZE (GELATINE)
DEACTDIFY

SILK GAUZE
LAMINATE (BARROW)
LAMINATE (ADEMCO)
TISSUE NYLON
TISSUE JAP
TISSUE RAG

ATHESIVES: P.V.A.
SCOTCH
CLAM
SOLUBLE NYLON
C.M.C.

146 D.939891 SM 5/73 T.P. Gp.794
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