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About this record

A musical treatise in verse accompanied by diagrams, tables, and lyrical poems, by Shams al-Din Muhammad al-
Saydawt al-Dhahabr al-DimashqT (el 23l (5 slasall sas ol uedi | d. 15086). It was copied by ‘Abd al-

‘AZiz ibn ‘Umar ibn Muhammad ibn Nasir al-Din al-KurdT al-Shafi T (cpll_jals op) 2eae ol jee ol 3 3all 2

=Ll g3 81 on 13 Ramadan 906/2 April 1501 (see colophon, below, f. 9r, lines 10-11).

The present copy refers to the text as the Treatise by al-Saydawr (¢ swall bl Al )); the
text is known by various titles including Kitab al-an‘am bi-ma ‘rifat al-angham (al=Y) Qs
Y & e, Kitab fl ma ‘rifat al-angham wa-sharhuha (e s JasY) 48 jae & QIS),

Kitab yustakhraj minhu al-angham (s\xY) 4 z )3 QS), Kanz al-farab wa-ghayat
al-arab (=¥ 4e s oLkl 3X), Risélah fl al-masiqr (L sie sl 3 Al ) and

Risalah fr ‘ilm al-masigr (s ale 8 A ),

A unique and innovative visual notation system is employed, in which colour-coded diagrams represent a stave
of eight notes. Instructions for melodic development and performance are indicated using a system of
abbreviations and symbols in these colours. The range of notes is also expanded to higher and lower pitches
using a combination of colours and abjad notation.

The treatise is followed by a poem attributed to al-Saydawri, with interlinear rubrication indicating the modes
in which it is to be sung (f. 18v), followed by another anonymous poem (ff. 19r-19v).
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The copy is defective, apparently lacking a folio between the present folios 11 and 12.
Divisions of the text:

* Introduction (ff. 1v-2v);

+ On the root (Js=l), derived (¢ 5.%), and secondary (<!l s1) modes (ff. 2v-6r);

+ On the degrees of the scale (,~ <5~ ff. 6r-7r);

* On the notation in colours and symbols employed in the diagrams (ff. 7r-9r);

* On the transposition of scales (ff. 12v-13r);

+ On finding the modes from any position on the saz (f. 14r).
Diagrams and tables:

« Diagram of the first of the root modes, Rast (< ), and of two of
its derived modes (f. 9v);

« Diagram of the second of the root modes, ‘Iraq (&'_~Y), and of two of
its derived modes (f. 10r);

« Diagram of the third of the root modes, Zirafkand (xsé . )1), and of
two of its derived modes (f. 10v);

+ Diagram of the fourth of the root modes, Isfahan (Jsi=Y!), and of two
of its derived modes (f. 11r);

+ Diagram of three of the six secondary modes (f. 11v);
+ Diagram of four of the seven degrees of the scale (f. 12r);

« Summary diagram showing the relationship between notes, modes, and the signs of the
zodiac (f. 12v);

« Tabulation of the transposition of scales (&l Jsaa | f. 13v);

 Two diagrams demonstrating [transposition] errors (<\illss) followed by a tabulation
(f.14v-15v);

* Unlabelled diagram (f. 16r);
* Table of modal endings (s&¥) Jilsa , f. 16v);
* Unlabelled diagram (f. 17r);
* Table of modal endings (sL&¥! Jilso | f. 17v);
* Unlabelled diagram (f. 18r).

Begins (f. 1v, lines 1-4):
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Colophon (f. 9r, lines 9-11):
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Ends (f. 19v, lines 1-6):
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