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A copy of a letter from Major-General William Grant Keir, Commander of the 1819 expedition to the Persian
Gulf, to Francis Warden, Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay [Mumbai], sent from HMS

Liverpool off the island of Kenn [Kish] and dated 21 February 1820. The letter contains a

report on the islands of Kishmee [Qeshm] and Kenn which evaluates the islands as potential British commercial
and military bases in the Persian Gulf, discussing the navigability, availability of supplies, and population

of the islands. Keir advises against establishing a base on Kishmee, instead recommending Kenn, and proposes
that the island should be acquired from the Sheikh [Shaikh] of Charak [Bandar-e Charak].

The letter was enclosed in the letter of Henry Willock, HM Chargé d’Affaires in Persia [Iran], to the Secret
Committee of the Court of Directors of the East India Company, dated 29 March 1820 [IOR/L/PS/9/69/1].
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