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Journey from Ispahan to Guadur,

Indo-European Telegraph Department. Bombay Castle,
No. 108 25th April 1366.
Letter from Lieut.-Colonel F. J. Goldsmid, No. 27 dated 17th March 1866.

Submits reports by himself, Major Smith and Mr Johnston, of the Journey
from Ispahan to Guadur, for the purpose of examining the tract of country lying
between those places, with the view to the continuation and ultimate union of the o
Persian and Mekran Coast Land Lines of Telegraph.

ResorurroN—Copies to he communicated to the Government of India and

the Home Government. :
; o N ;
//‘/n‘//t/(ﬂf/’ naly

Major,
Acting Secretary to Government.

To e

Tre SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT, PoriTicar DiPARTMENT.
Likvresant-Coroxer F. J. Gornswmip,
Superintendent, Indo-European Telegraph.
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culties. The Governors of Yezd and Kirman would naturally be well pleased

to keep their respective territories unaffected, as at present, by the wires, or

free from immediate Head Quarter influence and centralization: but the many

merchants, especially in the former place, would, on the other hand, sincerely

welcome the introduction of a means of instantaneous communication with

Bombay, and to the westward. It would be a great local advantage, as well as

an important step in Civilization, to bring the above named towns into the tele-

graphic 7eseau.  And, politically, it could not be otherwise than a mutual benefit

to H. M.’s Government and the Shah, to admit the merchants of Eastern Persia to

an intercommunication, the frequency and rapidity of which must serve to deve- Y
lop trade and strengthen the bands of friendship. L% /

6. There are, at this moment, about 4,500 Parsis at Yezd and Kirman,
and at Yezd 1,500 Jews. The Hindus of Shikarpur, although few in number,
have a nucleus at either place sufficient to become a notable element of trade if
duly fostered. At present, Jews, Parsis, and Hindus are labouring under the
disadvantages which more or less attend all such persons in Mahomedan countries.
I do not pretend to say that the Telegraph would be a direct means of ameliora-
tion of tEeir state; that it would make the Moslem debtor more punctual in the
discharge of his debts, or the Moslem ruler more chary of imposing the Capita-
tion Tax. But it is a wedge, and applied in the right direction.

7. The Mahomedans themselves, in these parts, have already benefited
by their proximity to British India. Those who have travelled thither are men
of much apparent intelligence, and freedom from prejudice. The Mercantile class
is not a small one, and is very influential; but although they in some degree
appreciate the advantages which would accrue to them from the Telegraph, they
are unable to come opeuly forward in its favor so long as the priests and officials
of Government are not with them. My advice to the Mussulman merchants
was to address the Shah by petition. Yet I fear that, unless the Governors
were on their side, they would not venture on the step. Moreover, in Persia,
it is more than probable that the royal answer would involve a demand for
monies to meet a problematical expenditure suggested by their requests.

8. From Kirman to the sea, there are physical obstacles to be overcone,
of which we know sufficiently to make it premature to fix at this moment the
recise direction for a Line. At the same time, I have no doubt whatever, that
if Government be willing to press the measure, a junction could be effected at
Bunder Abbas by a route more favourable to its erection and maintenance than
that taken by Major Swith under the auspices of the Wakil-ul-Mulk. This
route is the one frequented in winter. That used by the kafilas in summer is -
shorter, if not otherwise preferable.

9. Reports on the feasibility of erecting a Coast Line of Telegraph
between Bunder Abbas and Gwadur have already, it is believed, been laid before ﬂ" \
Government; and I have never heard that any difficulties had presented them- { )
selves to the scheme. I admit that there has been no complete survey of this
section. Colonel Pelly went, I understand, from Bunder Abbas to Jask, by the
land route; and there have been visits from boats or steamers at particular ports
or fishing-villages. Mr. Johnston has now reported on his and Major Smith’s
route from Jask to Suraf near the Sadech River. From the Tenk*® river to
Chonbar, I myself came down near enough to the coast
to estimate its general features. I was at Gweltur
more than two years ago, and on that occasion sailed, close in to the shore, from
Chonbar to Gwadur. Still, it is true that even now there has been no complete
survey as in the case of the Gwadur and Kurrachee Line. I do not, however, think
that more is necessary to be done in this respect. No part of the section can be
regarded as a ferra incognita. Physical obstacles alone intervening, we might
commence operations without delay.

* Vide Map for these places.
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10.  And I can anticipate no better whole Land Line than that now sug-
gested. From Gwadur to Bunder Abbas—thence to Kirman—thence to Yezd—
thence to Ispahan, the junction for Teheran and Bushire. The distance is great;
but the advantages are great also. It may be said that the existence of a land
line already, from Bushire to Ispahan, should make the former town the point
of junction. Such a plan looks certainly more economical, for there is less

ound to be traversed. The line would then go along the coast of Persia from

gunder Abbas to Bushire. But it would run through a tract in which there is

no town of importance: it would be a mere alternative line to the Cable, and

Y nothing more: and it would have to be set up in a country reported to be difficult
L% / and unfavorable to the due security of the posts.

o

11.  Or it might be suggested that the line pass from Bunder Abbas at 1
once to Shiraz, or through Kirman to Shiraz. Either route would be long and
difficult, but, for several reasons, I think either preferable to that of the coast to
Bushire direct. The most important reason is that it secures a second alternative
line to that now between Shiraz and Bushire, the least safe section of the whole
Persian Telegraph.

12. As regards the question of advisability for such an alternative land line
at all, T would earnestly and respectfully impress upon Government that this is
an object of which the necessity is so apparent, that attainment is worth a very

/\.\ considerable outlay. ~Without alluding to former correspondence and arguments,
I would urge that the realizations of the Indo-European Telegraph, dur-
ing its first year, under difficulties of no ordinary kind, have given such

S certain proof of eventual success if commurication be only kept up rapid
o and unbroken: the recent improvement in the corrrespondence through
yx Turkey is so marked and steady: the talked of completion of the Upper ]

Turco-Persian line near Bayazid is likely to afford such additional security !
to the Turkish Telegraphs: the grand alternative line through Russia is
so calculated to meet the contingency of failure in Turkey; and the late
Convention with Persia is so favorable to both the main and alternative lines-—that
it has become imperative on us to provide against mishaps to the cable. And I ]
know of no better way of doing so than by completing a full alternative land line
to the Sub-marine from Gwadur to the Persian wires. Nor do I speak here of
political considerations.

13. The upper route from Kirman, by Bam and Bampur, to the coast of
Gwadur, though shorter and more direct than that by Bunder Abbas, is objection-
able from two causes:—

= 1st.—The extensive tract covered by barren rocks, and intersected by
mountain streams, for the first half of the road between Regananl Bampur;
and the passes into Mekran, which present long, difficult lines of access to

s the sea shore, are physical obstacles which it would be well to avoid.

2nd. The want of water and shelter, especially in the hot dry season,
for distances which could scarcely be accomplished in a single day.

14. But the difficulties are not insuperable, or indeed so formidable as
those which have already been overcome in Eastern Mekran. And rather than
not see carried out the alternative land line, I would propose adoption of the road
taken by myself as far as Kalanzao, and thence the caravan track direct to the
Fanoch pass, meeting my road again, and keePiug it to Chonbar.* They tell

= me there is a better road still by Kaserkund to Gwadur, but

* Vide Map.  this 1 had not an opportunity of proving. Were the question
a purely political one, the proper course would be to take the line up the Kej
district of Kelat to Sirbaz, where it would fall into Persian territory more imme-
diately under the surveillance of Bampur than any part of the coast. As our
dealings in the matter must chiefly be with Persia, our greater security would
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naturally be found in those parts where her Government is more settled and less
affected by local revolution.

15. The question of Persian occupation in Beluchistan has, I think, been
fairly solved by the present journey. In modern Maps we are accustomed to find
a red line drawn in about Long. 59° and coming westward to Long. 54° 50° as
defining the eastern boundary of Persia from Seistan to the Indian Ocean. The
state of the case is, however, very different in reality. We should be much nearer
the truth were the Line to curve to the l;aastwardlg;efoxe reaching tht:l sea, taking in

. from the Bampur District, southwards, a tract in
Tn e Soant. extent nearly 4 degrees of Longitude. The Wazir
of Kirman, Mahomed Ismail Khan, de facto Governor of the Province, has lately
received from his sovereign the little of Sirdar of Beluchistan, and the honor
is not, in this instance, mere sound and emptiness, Attached to Kirman, and
forming its Beluchistan Division, are the two large Districts of Bampur and
Mekran. The first, which lies to the north, is about as much Persia as Kirman
Proper. It is governed by a Persian and garrisoned by Persian regular troops as
well as irregulars and Beluchis. The d, Mekran, on the south, is imme-
diately under Bampur, but is governed by a Beluch; and there are, as a rule, no
Persian troops to garrison its towns or forts. The system of Government pre- £
vailing here is to acknowledge every legitimate chief who, on his side, acknow-
ledges the Persian supremacy, or to set up an obedient competitor who is not
likely to be wanting.

16. When I passed down from Bampur to the sea, one Shai Abdulla, chief
of Kaserkund, had been recently murdered. The Persians acknowledged the son
in succession, but divided his father’s chiefdom. Shai Abdulla had held both Sirbaz
and Kaserkund. The son retained only the latter, Sirbaz being bestowed upon
Chakur Nharin, a chief well affected to the sovereign power. The policy, such as
it was, did not serve to stifle the suspicion that Persia had instigated the murder of
Abdulla, for the victim was her avowed antagonist. Consequently, the Kaserkund,
or direct road from Bampur to Gwadur, was reported unsafe, and the authorities 3
were unwilling that [ should proceed by it. But the road to Chonbar by Fanoch, &
though more circuitous, was to all appearance quiet. I travelled along it, a distance N
of 231 miles, under the escort of an old Persian sent by the Governor of Bampur,
and his four Beluch attendants. My own two Persian servants made up the
whole party. We had started with two armed Beluchis, but they left us before
entering the Pass.  Of the rest I was the only one who could boast of fire-arms.
Each wore the costume of his country, and there was no attempt at disguise.
The Wakil-ul-Mulk had urged upon me the propriety of adopting a Persian cap
between Bam and Bampur, and a Beluch dress between Bampur and the sea;
but I saw no occasion to follow the advice, nor did others press it, on reaching
the named localities. As for my servants, one wore a bright green and the other
a chocolate vest, as though newly arrived from the Teheran bazars. If our pre-
sence ever caused a feeling of mistrust and alarm, there was certainly no attempt
at molestation ; and my guide was well known as a Collector of revenue. The
old man assured me that the sight of his Kirman skull cap was sufficient to warn
off intruders; and the notion that we were a party of “ Cajars,” though not
favorable to intercourse with the people, was certainly conducive to peace and
privacy. I took advantage of every opportunity to declare my nationality, but
the company in which I travelled was not calculated to invite confidence.

i,
%

R A

17. The Persian tenure of the Sea Coast is not like that of Bampur.
The Minister of Kirman frankly told us he would give no passports for landin
there. Ibrahim Khan said he would take no responsibility fg:the Telegrap
along the shores west of Gwadur and Jeori. The country is theirs, inasmuch
as tribute is paid to Persia by Mir Abdullah, Chiet of Geh, and he repays himself
by levies from his neighbours. Din Mahomed, Judgal, who has immediate
control of the coast, from Chonbar to the frontier of Kej, is married to Mir
Abdullah’s sister, and may therefore be supposed in some way attached to his
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interests. There is no mistake about the line of boundary with Kej, which is
Report on Mission to Mek- clearly defined. It is just as I formerly surmised and

ran, No. 19 of 22nd February reported. A point in Gweltur Bay, the mouth of the

: 1862, to Commissioner in 8ind, Dast Khor, is the termination on the sea board of a

' s ;?22'0 of letter to Secro. Jin€ drawn East of Jalk and Dizzuk, from Seistan, as
B tary to Government, Political illustrated in the annexed tracing. Sirbaz and Pishung
i Department, of 19th December ~ are on the Persian side. Toomp and Jeori belong to

3 1863, and subsequent Reports Kej or Kelat. My opinion is that if we wish to set up
i a Line of Telegraph from Gwadur to Bunder Abbas, or
g‘ b o elsewhere, to join the present Persian Line, we must treat with Persia for per-
[ mission to do so: only the reference should be made advisedly.

[ 21 ,

il o 18. The following might constitute the heads of a Treaty, Political as
2 i : well as Telegraphic :—

' : I. To set up a Line of Telegraph ourselves, and at our own cost, from the

H Dast Khor in Gweltur Bay to Bunder Abbas, making our own arrange-

I ments with the Imam of Muscat and Local Beluch Chiefs. Whether

1 an Agent of the Shah should be a party to all, or any separate agree-

£ ments herein, is a matter for consideration and discussion at Teheran.
The Revenues of this Line must be our own.

}

E‘f II. To provide Iron Posts, Wire, and all material (with or without charge—
% I should recommend the latter,) for a Line from Ispahan to Bunder

Abbas, on the understanding that it is to be at our disposal in the event

of damage to the cable, and that we are to be allowed a certain number

of employés at Yezd and Kirman, The Revenues of this Line to belong

%o} , - to Persia.
é} b III. To define the Perso-Beluch Frontier, so as to prevent all future
s 8 52 misunderstanding hereon. :

2] ! 19. Any details might now be premature. T reserve the estimate of
&r 2 cost, and a draft of proposed Convention, until the further instructions of Govern~
: ment are received.

i 20. I have alluded to probable opposition on the part of Governors of
i Provinces and Mullahs in Persia. To the lastnamed, an innovation like the Electric
Telegraph must foreshadow detriment in every Mahomedan country. Any
neweﬂt from the West is antagonistic to the bigotry and prejudice upon which !
the spiritual guides of the people thrive. With the first, I think that the adverse
feeling would give way to argument. The Governor of Yezd, Mahomed Khan, ]
has been in Paris and London, speaks French, and readily accepts, in some i
sense, the customs of Europe. But like most of his fellow countrymen, who
have just looked in at the threshhold of Civilization, he cares little about apply-
ing his knowledge to the profit of the mass: and if his advisers tell him that his
interests will be affected by the introduction of the wires into his capital, he
believes them or, at least, acts under their advice. The Wazir of Kirman is a
man of different stamp, and swayed by different impulses. Naturally shrewd
and intelligent, possessed of great local experience, thoroughly acquainted with
his own people, and fairly so with Europeans, energetic and persevering in a
triotic, however questionable policy, Mahomed Ismael Khan, the Merchant
inister of a Shahzada, but in reality the plenipotentiary himself, foresees in
the Telegraph a means of constant interference in his Government on the part g
of those whose power he must acknowledge, whose ignorance he must keep from :
harm, and whose covetousness he must satisfy. He does not wish to be shackled
with this chain in addition to those which already restrain his movements; and
few that will not admit the justice of his fears. At the same time, I believe that
he may be brought to see benefits in the Telegraph, which will more than out-
weigh the evils anticipated. e is not tied down by Oriental prejudices, and is y
suﬂ?cienﬂy enlightened to practise as well as appreciate frankness. He is worth 18
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6. December 18th.—Starting from Julfa, we rode nearly four miles along
the southern or right bauk of the Zainderood (lit. Living River) which we
crossed by the lowest of the five fine bridges of Ispahan. Thence our road
passed over seven or eight miles of a well cultivated district irrigated from the
river, and containing several villages surrounded by trees and pigeon towers.
From the fields and gardens we gradually ascended above the level of the irri-
gation in the direction of a prominent peak at the northern end of an isolated
bill which we afterwards passed close to our right.

7. This peak is nearly east of Julfa and is distinctly seen from Ispahan.

From this point we again descended to an extensive plain on the level of the irri-

tion, in which was situated, some four miles off, the village of Gulnabad,
ourteen miles from Ispahan, where we halted for the night.

8. This village, which is furnished with an old mud Caravanserai, con-
sists chiefly of ruins which date from the Affghan invasion in the early part of
last century. Near it was fought the battle in which the Persian Army was de-
feated immediately before the seige and capture of Ispahan. The water is slightly
brackish. Bearings from the Carav ai—small ical peak on the road to
Ispahan, 255,° Kolah Ghazi 192,° snow peak near Natenz 354.°

9. December 19th—Started from Gulnabad at 10 A. M. and reached the
Caravanserai of Segzi at 1-30. ». m.: distance fitteen miles. The road is over a
perfectly flat desert plain with large patches of white salt excrescence on the
surface. On the northern horizon are the hills in prolonFation of the Kohrood
range, and on the southern beyond the Zainderood, the lofty range containing
the well defined peak of Kolah Gazi. Segzi is a considerable fortified villag>
with a good Caravanserai outside the walls. Bearings—small conical peak on
the Ispahan road 261,° Kolah Ghazi 220,° highest near point of Natenz range 49.° v
The water is brackish. % ¥

10. December 20th.—Left Segzi at 10-10 a. M., and reached Kupa at
3-10 p. M : distance 21 miles. The road which is very gond passes over a bare
flat desert with a slight gradual rise toward Kupa. Ten miles from Segzi on the
road side, we d a small Hauz or tank of rain water, and another six miles
farther on. The Caravanserai at Kupa is one of the finest I have seen in Persia.
The foundations are of stone and the superstructure, which is in good repair, of
hard burnt brick. The entrance and a new tauk in front of it are %oth handsome
buildings. Over the gateway there are large open Belakhanehs (upper rooms)
for the use of travellers in summer. Kupa itself is a small town, enclosed by a
substantial wall with flanking towers, and probably contains about 400 houses.
Bearings from Kupa:—

Small conical peak on Ispahan road, 2624°

Kolah Ghaz 2383°

Highest near point in prolongation of Natenz range 350°
Prominent bluff in do. do. do. 52°

11. December 21st.—Started from Kupa at 10-20 A. m., and arrived at et
Laghereh at 5-35 ». m.: distance 30 miles. From Kupa the road ascends by a
gentle slope to the foot of the range to the left of the road which we have been
gradually approaching since we left Ispahan. Six miles from Kupa we saw a
few houses close to the road on our right, and a village about a mile off to our
left. Within 4 miles of the entrance to the hills, and about 11 from Kupa, we
passed the larger half-ruined village of Mushkinun, a mile and a half to the south
by west a small domed tomb called Imam Zadeh Cossim. Close to the foot of
the hills, three or four miles to our left, we saw a number of Mazrach (cultivated
places) and small villages. At the point where our road entered the hills (4 miles
} from Mushkinun) we passed the village of Tudesk, whence we wound along a
£ valley deeply covered with snow, and containing many small villages and Maz-
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rach; among others, Sadikabad 2 miles, and Paperanna 5 miles, from Tudesk.
We intended halting for the night at a place called Mazrach-i-Yezdi, but having
missed it in the snow we pushed on to the small village of Laghereh on the
eastern side of the crest of the hills. The snow was deep and the weather
intensely cold, so much so in fact as to freeze our beards and moustaches into a
solid mass and make it necessary to walk on foot a great part of the way.
When passing the crest we observed some twelve or fiftzen miles to our right A
an extensive sheet of water, which I have no doubtis a lake sarrounded by
marshes in which the waters of the Zainderoor are dispursed and lost. It may
be here remarked that none of the rivers ot Central Persia flow into the sea.
: Some, like the Bendenier, flow into salt lakes, while the majority are simply
¥ absorbed in the desert, only part of the available supply of water being utilized
in irrigating the country. Arriving at Laghereh after dark, we had some diffi-
culty in getting a place to pass the night in, as the male inhabitants had fled on
our approach, taking us for tne servants of the Government, rrivileged and pre-
pared to plunder them of their little all. Bearing of small conical peak on
Ispahan road from the point, 4 miles from Laghereh, where we crossed the
ridge, 2633.°

12.  Deccmber 22nd.—Started from Laghereh at 10 A. »., and reached

Bambiz at 2 p. m.: distance 16 miles. From Laghereh the road decends, wind-

ing along between the hills, until it emerges at their feet on a glacis slope facing

the eastward, on which some four miles from the last of the hills is situated the

large village of Bambiz at which we halted. In the valleys between the hills we

passed a good many villages and Mazrach, each provided with a small defensible

tower on a neighbouring eminence. Poodar, the largest of these villages, situated

about 7 miles from Laghereh, has a good sized square fort. Most of the villages

we were told, are the property of inhabitants of Nain. The last of the hills

/ which we passed before deb ing on the plain, are of dark colour and fantastic
'd r form. One of them, by the side of the road four miles from Bambiz, is a sugar-
loaf shaped peak, seen as a clear landmark from a great distance on the Yezd

road. Bambiz is a village of perhaps 80 or 100 houses in the open plain with no

trees or gardens, and but very little caltivation. There being no Caravanserai

we lodged in the house of an old Hajji. The inhabitants although civil enough

were intrusively curious. Out of doors we were accustomed to be stared at, but

here the people climbed on each others shoulders to look at us through the windows.

13. December 23rd.—Made a short march of 12 miles from Bambiz to
Nangumbaz, the road descending very gradually the whole way over the slope
from the foot of the hills. At Nangumbaz we joined the direct post road from
Teheran to Yezd viA Kashan. There is a good Caravanserai of Shah Abbas, a
Chaper Khaneh or post house, and a Kaleh or walled enclosure, but no village.
The water is salt and there is almost no cultivation, only a few rayats living in
the Kaleh. Some ruins of former buildings are to be seen near the Caravanserai.
Bearing of Bambiz sugar-loaf peak 277}.°

A-\_ 14. December 24th.—Started from Nangumbaz at 8-20, weather very cold

St and cloudy. Rode over 12 miles of flat, gravelly desert to a newly built tank of
rain water which bore the inscription inside ¢ Ya Ali! Aml Hassan Akdai’ After
halting here a short time for breakfast we continued our journey over a very
similar country, passing, 4 miles from the tank, the new Caravanserai and
Kaleh of Tschah Nan or ‘new well’ and seven miles farther, the village of
Sheherabad, about three miles from Akda, where we halted for the night. Dis-
tance from Nangumbaz 26 miles. The road is over a flat desert the whole way
until within a few miles of Akda, were the ground is much cut up with water-
courses and Kanats. It began to snow when we were little more than half way,
and by the time we arrived at Akda the ground was covered. Akda is a small
walled town of somewhat picturesque appearance, provided with a good Chaper
Khaneh and a new Caravanserai.
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’ 15. December 25th, Christmas day.—Marched from Akda to Myboot, dis-
tance 31 miles. On starting in the morning bad some diffieulty in finding our
way as the whole country was covered with snow. Four miles from Akda we
passed on our left the village of Shemsabad, containing some 20 or 30 houses,
and 3 miles farther on a small tank where a rond branched off to our left. Two
miles from the tank another road leads at an acute angle to the right. Twelve
miles from Akda we arrived at the ruined Caravanserai and deserted Chaper
Khaneh of Chafta, where we breakfasted and took the following bearings :—

Bambiz sugar-16af peak....cq. coevmimensmas sio evsrovs comesasve. 300°
Corner peak.of Akda range, distant. about 8 miles ...... 195°

The road from Nangumbaz to Chafta is over an extensive plain with the
Akda range about 8 or 10 miles to the right and high hills some 20 miles to the
Teft. For the first six miles from Chafta the road is level as before, and then
érosses some unduluting ground with prominent low hills to the right which stand
isolated in the middle of the plain. Some 9 miles from Chafta a road branches off
acutely to the left leading in the direction of the small town of Bafru, about four
or five miles from Myboot. From the point of bifurcation the road is flat and
ood until within four miles of Myboot, whence, after passing a Kaleh on the
feﬂ:uui some low hills on the right, it goes over ground much broken and
ent up with old Kanats. At this part of the road the svil is well: cultivated and
there are numerous gardens. About a mile from the Chaper Khanel we passed
an old castellated-looking village: on our right; ealled Beedeh, where the people
seemed to manufacture a: great many of the oval-shaped earthern: pipes used: for
muking Kanats or underground canals in loose soil.

: Myboot, formerly a walled town, is now only a small v'ﬁﬁe,_buttﬁew are
many other villages in the immediate neighbourhood. The clay, like.that of Nain,
is: well adapted for making pottery; particularly Kuzehs or porous water vases, of
which: & good many seem to be made here and sent to Yezd. - =

16 December 26th.—From Myboot to Hemetabad, distance 16 miles: u«
Bearings from Hemetabad: Akda point 310.° Point beyond Mahomedabad 143.°
Prominent. peak on east side of valley 80.° Shiv Kuhi 1784.° ]

Nearly the whole of the distance to-day the road lay th a succes:

i sion of villages and Abadeh with cultivation. For the first four miles, as on the i
4 other side of Myboot, the ground is very uneven both naturally and artificially. i
Emerging from the broken ground we passed a large village marked by a cypress

tree about two miles to_our left. Four miles from Hemetabad, we passed on

both sides of the: road the ruins of what must have been an extensive town,

and beyend it on our left a large modern vﬂhge called Shemsabad. We

also saw about a quarter of a mile to our right an Abadeh with twenty

or thirty fir trees, the only pines we had seen on the road. All this

morning and yesterday the weather was cloudy and bitterly cold, but as we |
approached Hemetabad the heayy snow clouds began to clear oft, affording us a |
view of the magnificent mountain chain to our right. We could get no general A
name applicable to' the range, but one of the highest' and most beautiful peaks el
seems' to- be universally: known as the Shir Kuh. ~Its height, I should imagine; is A
about 12,000 feet above the sea. g

On the opposite side of the valley there'is another very striking peak in
the range of hills that bounds the view to the eastward. .

17.  December 27th.—Hemetabad to Yezd, 20 miles: The first part of
the way was along a heavy sandy road among low sand hills. Then came a lit-
tle’ cultivation' at’ the village of Iskyzar and then sand' again up to within' 5 or 6
miles of Yezd; where we passed the village:of Tifl Omar, and soon aftera: large
village to our left, with a erencllated castle not unlike a- County Jail. Thence
to the town we crossed a hard dry plain. Yezd is distinguishable from a: consi-

l,-
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~ ‘ derable distance by the lofty minarets of the Jameh Musjid, and the high ¢ badgir’
‘ or wind tower in the Governor’s garden of Dowlatabad.

18. The position and appearance of Yezd are quite unlike what a lance
at the Maps would lead one to believe. Instead of being in an open, flat desert,
it is situated in the middle of a plain about 50 miles broad, bounded by high
ranges of picturesque mountains. The population probably does not exceed 30,000,
of whom 4,000 are Guebres or Parsees and 1,000 Jews. A large proportion of
the inhabitants are engaged in the manufacture of silk, which is said to be supe-
2 < rior to any other made in Persia. The raw material is obtained from the villages
in the neighbourhood, and we were told that large quantities were also brought
for manufacture from Ghilan. This however I should doubt. Henna and reng
for dying the hair, brought in a raw state from Minab and the neighbourhood of
| Bunder Abbas, are ground and prepared for use and exported to all parts of
Persia. Sugar is also refined, and sent chiefly to Ispahan.

% 19. The town in itself is rather uninteresting and contains hardly
any building worthy of note. The only remarkable one is the Jameh Musjid,
the principal mosque, a very old building now much ruined, the front of which,
however, is still handsome. The bazars are narrow and irregular, but well
stocked with goods and crowded with people. The external trade appears to be
very considerable, and the Merchants of Yezd are reputed to be among the most’
enterprizing and respectable of their class in Persia. Some of their Agents have
lately gone not only to Bombay but to the Mauritius, Java and China.

20. The greater part of the town is built outside the city wall, and the !
! Governor lives in a separate fortified enclosure of his own. Asin almost every
<8 . town in Persia ruins are superabundant. The inbabi:ants account for this, first
Y by the Affghan invasion nearly 150 years ago, and more recently by the rebellion
[j* of one of its Governors, whose history is perhaps sufficiently interesting to be
i shortly related.

b 91. During the reign of Fath Ali Shah in the beginning of the present
| century, Yezd was governed by one of his numerous sons, Mahomed Wali Mirza,
i who, in course of years, had amassed an unusually large fortune, even for a
i Prince. Called, probably on this account to Tehran by his father, he left his
] government, his harem, and his money in charge of his Vizier Mirza Abdul Rezak, ‘
(it who, during the absence of the Prince, took possession for himself of all that had 4
i been entrusted to him, raised an army, and became Yaghi or rebellious. The i
‘ L Shahzadeh on his return from Tehran being refused entrance, brought a force
and besieged the city. ~After a long defence, during which the city was almost
f destroyed, Abdul Rezak was forced to flee, first to Kirman and then to
f Meshed, where he took bust or sanctuary in the sacred shrine of the Imam
Reza. Here, of course, he might have remained in safety, but he was induced
by Abbas Mirza, the heir apparent to the throne, to leave his refuge and throw
himself at the feet of the king. Disregarding the promises of forgiveness held
forth by his son, the Shah ordered the wretched Vizier to be given over to the
vengeance of the harem he had dishonoured; when the women armed with
bodkins and scissors speedily put him to an ignominious death.

O

il 24. Nothing could exceed the civili with which we were treated by
i the Governor, Mahomed Khan, General Adjutant (as he is called) of Persia.
f On approaching the city we were received with an Istikhbal, or reception, by a
i larﬁnrty of horsemen and soldiers headed by the Governor’s steward, whor
i he appointed our Mehmandar or host. More soldiers and ferrashes were sent
i to escort us through the bazars, which were crowded with people to see the

i strange Feringhees. The house assigned us for a residence was the palace of the
i very Mahomed Wali Mirza whom I have already mentioned. Here we were
‘ entertained during our stay in Yezd by our Mehmandar as the guests of the Gov-
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ernor. We called on him twice and found, not a little to our astonishment, that
he spoke French, and had visited almost every capital in Europe. When tea was
brought in he remarked that, as Englishmen, we would no doubt prefer beer, and
a bottle of ¢ Allsopp’s Pale Ale’ was immediately set before us.

25. When we explained to him the object of our journey, he good hu-
mouredly said that if the Shah in Shah ordered a Telegraph to be set up through
Yezd, he would give every assistance in his power; but that as a Governor we
could not expect him to have any violent desire for increasing the means of com-
munication with the capital.

26. We had many visitors during our three day’s halt at Yezd, among
others, the Governor’s Vizier, the Imam Juma’s brother, the Commander of the
Troops, the Malek-i-Tadjar, or head of the merchants, the colony of Hindoos from
Shikapoor, &c.

YEZD TO KERMAN.

27. The distance from Yezd to Kerman is 240 miles of good level road
over a continuation of the same plain as that between Yezd and Kashan. About
half way the road turns from a south-easterly to an easterly direction, the last
three stages being on the road from Kerman common both to Yezd and Shiraz.
The greater part of the way the country is perfectly barren and desert, although

eat improvements have of late years been made by the present Vizier of Kerman

ahomed Ismail Khan, better known by his title of Wakil-ul-Mulk. He has
built Caravanserais and made reservoirs of fresh water in the places where they
were most wanted, and has encouraged others to follow his example.

98. Details regarding the road are contained in the following extracts
from Diary.

29. December 31st.—From Yezd to Mahomedabad : distance 10 miles.
{ There is a good smooth road the whole way, with a slight ascent through aimost
continuous cultivation, and passing between the small villages of Nejefabad and
Rahmetabad. Mahomedabad, where we Eassed the night, is a large village of
about 300 houses forming a long straight street, with houses and rows of
mulberry trees on both sides.

30. January 1st, 1866.—Mahomedabad to Sar-i-Yezd, distance 16 miles.
Immediately after leaving Mahomedabad the cultivation ceases, and none is seen
until Sar-i-Yezd is reached. The first part of the road is a continuation of yes-
terday’s gradual ascent until the corner of the hills to the right is passed, after
which it is nearly level. Sar-i-Yezd, a considerable village with Chapar Khaneh
and Caravanserai is, as its name implies, the boundary of the Yezd district.

31l. January 2nd.—Sar-i-Yezd to Zein-ed-Din 19 miles. The road passes

over a flat pebbly desert, with a little undulation 4 or 5 miles from Zein-ed- Din.

Here there is no habitation, but the Chapar Khaneh. There is a fine caravanserai -
artially ruined, built by Shah Abbas, of circular form, with six flanking towers.
he roof is provided with a loop-holed wall, each loop-hole being arched over for

the protection of the defenders. From this point to the neighbourhood of Anar,

the road has been subject to frequent raids of marauding Bukhtiaris from the
mountains to the westward. The Caravanserai of Zein-ed-Din bears the marks

- of having been taken by storm, and the captors have evidently done their best
to destroy it.  The water is very salt.

32. January 3rd.—Zein-ed-Din to Kermanshahan: distance 15 miles.

A very good road slightly ascending along the plain, between isolated ranges of

hills. Kermanshahan corsists only of a Chapar ﬁhqneh, a Kaleh, and an excellent

< Caravanserai built about two years ago by the Wakil-ul-Mulk. The Kaleh is

it P | A

BRITISH
Avydan

' is e da S Ams ) 1Ll s Mss Eur F126/53 1ga sl
http://www.qdl.qa/is »=V/archive/81055/vdc_100023958848.0x00000f s ki e Ll el



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100023958848.0x00000f?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

duilngll Jadi i<
Qatar National Library

C AR Gl atil) bl jlee J g asalgn (o dlipnd ) adial) p i
(£A1Y8) [5A] SV D Ogdeal e

"]

®

T a4

occupied by a few Tufangchis (matchlockmen) placed here to guard the road.
Bearing of point of Yezd hills near Mahomedabad 316.°—

33. January 4th.—Kermanshahan to Shems, distance 174 miles. The
first seven miles slope upward over a stony road, to a spur of dark hills, after
crossing which the road, by a short descent, again reaches the great plain, where
the Chapar Khaneh and Kalen of Shems are situated. Near Shems there is a very

rominent peak, seen from a great distance on the Kerman road. The Chapar

haneh we found without doors and deserted, and the gateway of the Kaleh, in

which were a few Tufangchis, broken in—the effects of a recent visit of the

4 Bukhtiaris. i

34. January 5th.—Shemsto Anar, distance 23 miles. The road, although
. in some parts sandy and stony, is generally good, but passes over a perfect desert
in which not even a trace of camel thorn is to be seen. Near Shems the ground
is undulating but the rest of the way level. Far away to our right was a range /|
of low snowy hills (Nar Kuh) running nearly E.and W. ;rugged in appearance
and resembling the upper part of a grand mountain chain. Anar is a large K
village with a Mosque, a new Caravanserai, and a Chapar Khaneh, and is sup-
plied with water by means of Kanats from the Nar Kuh range.

v‘ PTPg - € ¥ e

; 35. January 6th.—Anar to Beyaz, distance 18 miles. Bearing from
Beyaz of Shems peak 3081°. For the first four miles from Anar, as far as an )
Abadeh on our left called Daondabad, the ground was irrigated by Kanats and i
cultivated, but the rest of the way there was the usual desert. For the last four .
miles the road was very stony, and slightly ascended to Beyaz, a vi contain- !
ing 40 or 50 houses. About a quarter of a mile from the village are the Chaj !
I?Eaneh and a Caravanserai in course of erection. To-day we saw to our left J
front the high Dawiran hills covered with snow, beyond which Kerman is !
S situated. i J

36. January Tth.—Beyaz to Kushkuh, distance 18 miles. The whole
way there is the same flat plain, bounded right and left by the same lines of hills.
The soil here is light and sandy and pretty thickly covered with botta or camel
thorn, used when dry as firewood in most parts of Central Persia. We saw the
remains of old Kanats and found some men at work excavating a new one.
About half way we passed a village a mile to our right, and another on the road,
3 miles from Kushkuh, with a eh, called Aliabad, where there was a good i
deal of cultivation. Kushkuh is a small village with good water and well {
cultivated ground, a Kaleh, a new Caravanserai, and a Chapar Khaneh. Bearing
of Shems peak 312°; of point of Dawiran range 104°.

37. January 8th.—Kushkuh to Bairamabad, distance 26 miles. The first

16 miles are over a sandy, lumpy road, the plain on both sides covered with

tamarisk shrubs and camel thorn. The rest of the road is good. The

plain here is about 40 miles broad, with the road nearly in the middle. Four

miles from Kushkuh we passed some ruins; at eight miles a small village to the

g right called Daveh, at sixteen miles the villages, 1st on the right, of Hooseinabad,
i 9nd on the road, Hormuzabad, and 3rd on the lett, Dehenabad and Mehdiabad.
These small villages, all very near each other, are surrounded with cultivated

round and probably contain collectively about 100 houses. Between them and

glairamabad we saw a good many kanats and extensive cultivation as weapproach-

ed the end of the march. Bairamabad is quite new, owing its existence to the well

directed energy of the Wakil-ul-Mulk. Where, ten years , there was no-

thing but a Chapar Khaneh in the middle of the desert, there is now a town of

at least 1,000 well built houses, the centre of a circle of a cultivation seven or

eight miles in diameter, and well supplied with water. Bazars are springing up

in the town, there is even a Yakhchol or ice house, and the whole place wears a

thriving aspect. The Chapar Khaneh is very good, and there is a Caravanserai

lately %)uilt by a Kerman merchant. Two or three miles to the north

are the ruins of the former Abadeh of Kaleh Aga, which was destroyed some
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fifteen years ago by a torrent during the sudden melting of an unusually heavy
fall of snow. Bearing of Shems peak 303%°.

33. January 9th.—Bairamabad to Kebuter Khan, distance twenty-six
miles, road as before over a level plain. The first five miles are through the well
cultivated district of Bairamabad, near the extremity of which we passed the
village of Abdulabad. This is succeeded by eighteen miles over a pebbly desert
with_sparse patches of camel thorn; and the last three miles are through soft
heavy sand thickly covered with large botta. Kebuter Khan (so named perhaps
from an old pigeon tower) is a small village containing about forty houses, o o
an old Caravanserai recently repaired, and a 6lmpar Khaneh. The present village >
appears to be nearly new, the old one, close by, being ruined and deserted.

hroughout to-day’s march we have seen straigth to our front the high snowy
hills beyogd Kerman. Bearings, Shems peak (indistinet) 282°; point o% Dawiran
range 92.

39. January 10th.—Kebuter Khan to Baghin, distance 30 miles. Four-
teen miles from Kebuter Khan over a flat plain of?iard, light coloured sandy soil
with almost no vegetation, we reached Robat an excellent Caravanserai and tank
of fresh water recently built by the Wakil-ul-Mulk. The Caravanserai is solidly
built of hard burnt bricks and lime, has good rooms fitted with doors (the only
instance of such a luxury T have seen in %‘ersia) and a spacious Belakhaneh for
the use of travellers in summer. Near the Caravanserai there is a small village
and a little cultivation. At Robat the valley contracts, owing to a separate
of hills nearly paralell to the road that here springs up on the right.

From Robat to Baghin the road slightly rises over a somewiat more ston
desert, passing on the right about 4 miles from Baghin the small village of Saadi.
hin is now a vil of 60 or 80 houses, although the numerous ruins with
\ which it is surrounded testify to its greater importance at a former period. There o 4
are a few trees and evidently abundance of Kanat water, although but little
' cultivation. The Caravanserai, which is a very good one, was built-about 10
' years ago by Hajji Mahomed Ibrahim, a Kerman merchant, the same who built
i the Caravanserai at Anar and left money to erect the one now in course of con-

struction at Beyaz. Baghin is also a Chapar station.

40. January 11¢th.—Baghin to Kerman, distance 19 miles. Somewhat
to our astonishment we found Baghin actually to the southward of Kerman,
{ which quite accounts for the mistake made in the maps. In most of them the
; roads to Shiraz and Yezd are marked as quite distinet, whereas, for the first three

stages, they are one, and only separate at or near Kebuter Khan. The maps
p have evidently been drawn from verbal report, as the three names of Baghin,
i Robat and Kezuter Khan, with slight variations of spelling, occur on both roads.
§ Four or five miles from Baghin, the road, after a gradual ascent, rounds the point
: of the Dawiran range from which it descends into the plain of Kerman, leading to
the city in an E. N. E. direction.

41. Three or four miles from the town we were met as at Yezd by an e
Istikhbal sent by the Vizier, the Wakil-ul-Mulk. A comfortable house was .
assigned us next to his own and a Mehmandar appointed to attend to all our
wants,

42. Kerman is situated in an extensive plain but in the immediate

y vicinity of very lofty mountains. A glance however at the accompanying map
! will show its position better than any description. The climate is said to be
excellent, neither very cold in winter nor hot in summer. Its height above the

i level of the sea I should estimate at about 5,000 feet. The city in many places
i is a mass of ruins, caused, I believe, by the Civil War on the accession of Agha
§ Mahomed Khan the first of the Kajar dynasty. Kerman, like many other places
g in the south of Persia, followed the fortunes of Lutf Ali Khan, the representa-
tive of the Zend family  After a gallant defence, Kerman was taken and almost
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: designs on paper, ruled to represent the different threads; after which he teaches

\ the pattern to the pupils who commwit it to memory. The shawls are woven in a
similar manner, almost the only difference being that the loows, or rather frames,
are horizontal instead of upright. The memory of the workmen cannot possibly
be assisted by seeing the pattern develop itself as they always work with the
reverse side of the web upwards. The Kharkhanehs or workshops in which the
weaving is carried on, are such low dark miserable rooms that one cannot but
wonder that they should produce such beautiful manufactures. The shawls vary
in price from 5 to 50 Tomans (Rs. 230), and fine carpets cost as much as from
4 to 10 Tomans the square yard. Very few of the finer sort are made for sale
in the bazars, almost all being made to order for grandees in all parts of the
Kingdom. As in the matter of Koork, the Wakil-ul-Mulk does a good deal of
‘tidjaret’ on the same principle in shawls and carpets. The spinning and dying
of the wool for the carpets and the koork for the shawls are also carried on in
Kerman, which thus produces the raw material and completes its manufacture.

45. The external trade of Kerman is much less than that of Yezd. The
chief exports are Koork (which is sent by Bunder Abbas and Kurrachee to Cash-
mere), wool, carpets, and shawls, cotton to Bombay, and grain to Yezd, which
does not, produce enough for the support of the inhabitants. The imports are
chiefly cotton goods, sugar, copper, &e., from India. Once or twice a year
Caravans come from Seistan and Kandahar.

46. There are few gardens near the town but abundance of fruit is brought
from Khubbes a beluk or district fifteen farsakhs (sixty miles) to the N. E.:
wrongly marked on the maps as fifteen days’ journey.

47. A mile or two to the east of the city is the ancient Guebere strong-
hold called Kaleh Dokhter, or the maiden fort, built on a high rock. We were < =
0 unable from want of time to visit it.

> 48. Our intention was to have separated at Kerman, but as we found
that the direct road to Bunder Abbas was quite impassible, on account of the
! snow, I was obliged to go by a somewhat longer road to the eastward, five marches
of which were by your road to Bam. We, therefore, went together as far as
Sabristan, where the road to Bunder Abbas branched off to the southward. The
road from Kerman to Bunder Abbasis very similar, as was to be expected, to
that from Shiraz to Bushire. On each, the descent to the plain near the sea is
made by two steps with a strip of level country between, the only difference being
the distance, which is twice as great from Kerman as from Shiraz. The descent
from Deh Bukre to Giroft corresponds to the Kotul Pirizan and Kotul Dokhter,
the plain of Giroft to that of Kazeeran, the pass of Nuveergu to that of Daliki,
and the plain of Bunder Abbas to that of Bushire.

49. Furnished with letters and guides from the Wakil-ul-Mulk, we left
Kerman on the 15th of January and marched to Mahun, a distance of twenty-
three miles in a general S. S. E. direction. For the first four miles there were
many ruins on the cultivated ground near the city. The rest of the road was R
over a sandy desert giadually ascending to Mahun, a straggling town of some
1,500 houses surrounded by gardens. = It contains the tomb of Shah Niamut
Ullah, a great saint and prophet, to whose shrine many pilgrimages are made.
: The tomb itself is in a handsome domed building erected, we were told, by Akbar
{ Shah of India. ~ As a sort of anti-chamber to this, there is another hall equally
i handsome and elaborate, built by Shah Abbas. The gateway into the outer
\ enclosure was built by Mahomed Shah, and in the present reign, the Wakil-ul-

Mulk has repaired and enlarged the house on the opposite side of the road ap-
3 propriated to the use of the pilgiims visiting the shrine. In this house we put
! up for the night, and in the morning were shown over the whole building by the
i resident derwishes. We were told as a current tradition regarding Mahum, the
= wellknown classical legend of the extent of ground covered by a bullock’s hide.
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Shah Niamut Ullah in the course of his wandering as a derwish came to Mahun.
Thinking it a pleasant spot in which to pass the remainder of his days, he begged
the proprietor to give the poor derwish a corner to beg on—only as much as a
bullock’s hide would enclose. This request being granted, he cut the hide into
fine thongs, and enclosed the whole place. According to the old derwish, who is
hereditary guardian of the shrine, Shah Niamut Ullah died 570 years ago.

Loy I S e b N

50. January 16th.—Mahun to Khanakeh, 174 miles. The road sloped
gradually upward turning more to the southward. and entering the hills on the
right by a ravine, both sides of which were covered with snow. A short distance

Xl up the ravine we reached Khanakeh, a small Caravanserai in the middle of the
hills lately built by the Wakil-ul-Mulk.

T r—

51. January 17th.—Khanakeh to Rayin, 26 miles. For the first six
miles we rapidly ascended over the snow to the crest of the hills, about 4 miles
beyond which we descended to Kaleh Shur, a small caravanserai, or rather stable,
hardly above the level of the ground. A mile or two below Kaleh Shur, we clear-
ed the hills, but continued to descend over an even glacis slope until within 4
miles of the end of the march, when we suddenly turned to the right over some {
low hills' and across a narrow plain to Rayin, situated on a slight eminence under
a lofty snow peak called the Shah Kuh. From near Kaleh Shur we had seen in
the distance, and nearly straight ahead, the high snowy range of Deh Bukri and 1
Sarbezan. Rayin is a small town of 500 or 600 houses, the residence of the Za-
bit, or governing Agent of the country as far as Sabristan. We found on our
arrival at Rayin that we were considered the guests of the Wakil-ul-Mulk, the
Zabitlproviding us with everything, and not allowing us to buy anything for
ourselves. -

L5 52. January 18th.—Obliged to halt at Rayin on account of a snow
storm which lasted all day.

53. January 19th.—During the night it blew a perfect gale with heavy
rain which melted the snow that fell yesterday. Marched from Rayin to Tehrood,
‘33 miles. For the first 14 miles we followed the direct road to Sabristan, then 4
crossing to our left a soft keveer or desert, in which the horses sank at nearl
every BteJJ above the fetlock, we entered the half dry bed of a river, along whic
we wound our way among low hills till we reached Tehrood. Tehrood (lit. the
bottom of the river,) seems to be the name of a small district rather than of any
village in particular. It contains a few scattered hamlets of four or five houses
each and a large mud Caravanserai in which we passed the night.

54. -~ January 20th.—Tehrood to Sabristan, twelve miles. After passing
through about two miles of cultivated ground, we crossed the Tehrood river,
flowing eastward, and ascended by some low earth hills to the general level of the
plain in which Sabristan is situated. On the bank of the river, a mile or so to
our right, we saw the ruins of an old castle, which we were told had been the
scene of many a fight. The day was misty and drizzling and the country along

™ our road looked the very picture of desol);tion. Sabristan, like Tehrood, is the
name of a small district of cultivation. There are two Caravanserais close to each
other, in the larger of which we put up for the night.

DR IUE v LN P

LS SR

55. January 21st—My road diverging from yours at Sabristan, we
separated this morning. I marched to Deh Bukri, distant twenty-two miles.
Soon after leaving the Caravanserai the road rounded a point of the hills to the
right, and thence led nearly straight up a long slope of undulating stoney ground
to the mouth of the Deh Bukri pass. Shortly before reaching the hills, I entered
the bed of a stream, running down to the plain, which: I followed up nearly to
the end of the march. The ground as I ascended became covered with snow and
the weather bitterly cold. Four miles above the mouth of the pass, I came to
the small village and valley of Deh Bukri, inhabited in summer but deserted in
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from Rood a river, is the name given to the country below Giroft on each side of :
the Shoor and Halil rivers, which unite not far from Kerimabad.

60. On leaving Giroft, Mah ymad [brahim Khan most kindly sent a trust-
worthy man to conduct me to Bunder Abbas, and gave me his own mules to carry s
the baggage. He also wrote to Nur-ed-Din Khan requesting him to send one of
his own men to escort me through the portion of his country over which my road
lay: I afterwards found that he had also sent men a day in frout, to get halting ]
places, forage and provisions ready for me as far as the boundary of Fars. He in |
! fact did everything in his power to make my journey safe and comfortable.

61.  On the 26th I took my leave and started, accompanied the first stage
by four huntsmen to provide me with a sufficient stock of game for the first
half of my journey. The road lay over a flat plain covered with low jungle,
jujube and tamarisk trees. I halted at Kugu, a small village of reed huts fifteen
miles from Kerimabad.

62. January 27th.—Kugu to Wakilabad, thirty miles. The road was
like yesterday’s over the plain of Giroft, but the jungle became thinner as I ad-
vanced. Four miles from Kugu, a road branched oft to the left leading to Dehnoo
the castle and residence of the late Seyyid Khan, 8 days’ journey to the south-
ward. I soon after passed on the left the villages of Genjabad, Samali and Beluk :
Khosro, where the rayats turned out to ‘istikhbal’ me. About nineteen miles
from Kugu, the ground was strewed with fragments of old bricks. probubly mark-
ing the site of an ancient city. Near this I passed on the right the well-watered
village and date plantations of Dehnupancher. Wakilabad, where I halted, is a
village lately brouzht into existence by the Wakil-ul-jiulk, whose name it bears.

S = 63. January 28th.—Wakilabad to Gulashkird twenty-one miles. Road
! similar to yesterday’s to within five miles of Gulashkird, where I entered some
F low hills at the village of Khadirmah. For three miles I followed the bed of a
stream of fresh water, the banks of which were covered with date trees. Then
turning to the left for two miles, I reached the Castle and large reed village of
Gulashkird, the property of Nur-ed-Din Khan. It stands on an eminence near
some bare rocky hills, and overlooks an extensive plain in the direction of Buun-
i der Abbas.

64. January 29th.— Gulashkird to Roodkhaneh-i-Duzdi (Robbers’ river) |
| nineteen miles across the plain, overlooked by Gulashkird. This plain is flat !
| and sandy with a thin sprinkling of jujube and tamarisk trees. Roodkhaneh-i-
it Duzdi, at which there is small village and a large half-ruined fort, with a good
| ditch, is the boundary of the provinces of Kerman and Fars, a corner of the latter i
i of which here projects to the eastward between Kerman and the Bunder Abbas’ {
i %;Etrii:)t. The river, flowing to the eastward, is, I believe, the same that reaches
i inab. :

65. January 30th.—Roodkhaneh-i-Duzdi to Godar Shooran or Godar
B Rahdar, fifteen miles. After crossing the river, I gradually ascended over hilly {
\ ground and dry beds of streams to Godar Shooran, where there were 4 or 5
it small huts. About half way, I passed a square open tank of fresh water by the
i ; algz of the road. Within a mile of Godar, the road to Minab branches off to the

1 |

66. January 31st.—Six hours and a half on the road from Godar Shoo- :

i ran to an Eliant camp, at which I halted, under the Kuh-i-Nehyun, nearly the )

. whole way over a most difficult mountain pass. Six miles gradual ascent from

a small stream, which I crossed near Godar, brought me to the Watershed, from

| which I at once began a steep, rocky descent over which it was impossible to ride.

1 Six miles down, I passed a small date plantation called Nevergoo, which gives its
! name to the pass. From this point the road after a sharp descent followed the
|
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\ bed of a considerable stream, the Zinyum river, until T got clear of the hills, and
; emerged on a stony plain crossed by the beds of numerous mountain torrents.
In this plain about six miles from the foot of the hills I halted.

67. February 1st.—All last night and to-day it rained so heavily, that X
was unable to move either forward or backward, on account of the impassible
torrents that poured down from the hills on both sides of me. We had no forage
for the horses and mules, and the Eliants had no food to offer us but dried locusts.
t 1 spent consequently rather an anxious day, afraid that if the rain continued our
animals would starve. During the night, however, it cleared up and I was en-
abled to start again the next day.

68. February 2nd.—Eliant camp to Takht-i-Kushkuh, 20 miles. Two miles
from the camp we came to the Sulu Balm, alarge river flowing round the base of
the Kuh-i-Nehyun, which we had some difficulty in crossing. ~ As the usual road
passes along its bed we were obliged to scramble over the hills on the right bank

! to the village of Nehyun, after which we had a good road through a well culti-
vated district to the small town and ruine | castle of Kushkuh. ‘Ten miles farther
on, the road passing through continuous cultivation, I arrived at Takht-i-Kushkuh,
a town with extensive date plantations containing about 1500 houses.

69. February 3rd.—A long march of 39 miles over a most uninterestin
plain from Takht-i-Kushkuh to Bunder Abbas. I crossed some streams which
believe all dry up in summer and passed a few insignificant villages of reed huts.

! 70. On reaching Bunder Abbas I found that Mr. Johnston had arrived

\ from Bussorah. We remained here till the 7th when we embarked on board the

: Amberwitch, and, after visiting Angaum and Mussendom, landed at Cape Jashk on

! the 11th. ; ~
71. Regarding the part of Mekran we traversed together, itis quite un-

necessary that 1 should do more than refer you to Mr. Johnston’s Report, a copy
of which I enclose.

s

72. It may be advisable, however, to make a few remarks on the general
feasibility of constructing a line of telegraph by the route I have so imperfectly
described.

73. From Ispahan to Kerman there would be no difficulty whatever.
The country, except for a few miles over the low hills at Laghereh, is level and
the roads good. Iron posts, however, would be necessary, as no wooden ones
could be obtained. From Kerman to Bunder Abbas via Giroft, the construction
; and maintenance of a line would be much more difficult. The mountain passes
# of Deh Bukri and Nevergoo offer many obstacles, and the difficulty of maintain-
) ing a line in the sparsely populated plains would be considerable, especially in
{ the summer, when the heat is excessive. Another objection to this road is, that
£ although at present tranquil and safe under the stronﬁ rule of the Wakil-ul-Mulk, R,
¢ it miﬁ)l;t not continue to be so under his successor, the majority of the popula-
T tion between Giroft and the lower plains being Beloochis. The distance too,
; 380 miles, is great. These difficulties are proba ly not insuperable, but I think

s s

) that in the event of the project of a line of telegraph being entertained, the other,
{ and more direct, road from Bunder Abbas to Kerman should be examined.
} Although the mountains near Kerman were impassible on account of snow when
| I came by Giroft, I was told that the length of road thus blocked up was not
i greater than 15 or 20 miles. If, therefore, this road should prove preferable in
i other respects, [ think the difficulty of the snow might be got over by making
i that portion of the line of very strong steel wire slightly stretched on short stout
sﬁ posts. The signals would pass perfectly well as long as the wire was unbroken,
b even if it should be buried in the snow.
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74. But there is still another road, and one that would most naturally ;
suggest itself to any one simply looking at the map, viz. the direct route from By
Bunder .Abbas to Shiraz. 'l he objections to this route are that part of the inter- [
vening country is said to be half independent and generally in a disturbed state,
and secondly, that the Persian Government would probably not care for having
a line that only added so insignificant a_place as Bunder Abbas to the towns in
Persia already in telegraphic communication with the capital. This road, how-
ever, should also, I think, be examined before a decision is come to as to the
precise route to be followed.

e et e

-

75. At present I am inclined to believe that the best of the three is the 5
direct road from Bunder Abbas to Kerman, especially as it must be 80 or 100 g
miles shorter than the other by Giroft. And if proper measures were taken for
guarding and patrolling the line, I believe there would be no physical difficulty
in the way that could not be overcome.

76. When at Bunder Abbas, I was much struck with the weak hold the
Arabs scemed to have of the country. While I was there, a Persian Shahzadeh, :
who had come, without followers, from Shiraz, wrung 5,000 tomans from the i
Sheik by mere threats. There isno force in the place, and the Arabs appear to
be in it only on sufferance. The Persians, I have little doubt, find that they get
more revenue by farming the territory to Muscat than by holding it themselves. :
The Persian and not the Arab flag is flown over the residence of the Governor.

I have, &c.,
RB. M. Swrs, Major, R.E.,
On special duty.

P. S.—I enclose a tracing of a rough map of our route from Ispahan to
Bander Abbas and Chonbar.

BRITISH
Avydan
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i From ;
‘ W. P. JonxstoN, EsQUIRE, 3
British Agent at Busreh; 3
[*7 e To t,
Major R. M. Smis, k. E.,
On special duty, Bombay.
Bomsay, 2nd March 1866.
Sir, '
I have the honor to submit the following remarks on the country i
between Jashk and Sooruf on the Southern Coast of Beloochistan.

! Jashk is a village in the middle of a plain probably 6 miles by 4 sur-
! rounded by sand hills. About 12 miles to the eastward of Jashk a low sandstone
‘ spur of the range known by the several names of Bawari Bun, Daragh Reegh

| and Jebel Eubzali crosses the path which passes through a gap at an elevation

I of 40 or 50 feet from the level of the plain. With this exception the road

’ between Jashk and Sooruf, a distance of 674 miles, is over a flat, uninteresting
- - and generally desert strip, varying in width from 1 to 15 miles between the
abovenamed range and the sea.

ST S

The road passes through the villages of Gabdoo, Sooti, Yekdar and Gabri.
To the south of the road are the villages of Mukhsa, Cheykaloo, Demeel, Lash,
Derajgwur and Dagharmiz, and between the road and the hills those of Heyleroo,
Khujdan, Kharghooshki and Hone. The villages of Yekdar and Gabri contain
probably 150 families each, and the others from 4 to 10, who cultivate little plots
of ground and tend the groves of date trees with which their huts are generally
surrounded.

w2 hedy s £

The dry beds of the Heyleroo, nny, Shahrinou and Karadong and
other mountain torrents cross the track, besides the Jagheen, Gabri and Haymen
rivers, the two former of which were rapid streams 50 yards wide and three feet
deep, with banks about 12 feet high. The Haymen was about 20 yards wide
and 2} feet deep. We were informed that for a day after heavy rain these three
rivers and some of the others were impassable and that they sometimes overflow
their banks. They are all dry in the summer and autumn, but water is procured
from wells sunk two or three feet in their beds moderately good; fresh water is
” procurable from wells sunk any where along the road. The Jagheen river
derives its source from the Bashakird mountain, and flows into the sea through
two outlets, viz. Khores Noketerash and Naijyai. The outlet from the Shahri-
non river is known as the Khore Lash, and that of the Gabri as Khore Cashani.
We crossed a salt water creek called Khore Bersha, but it does not appear to be
the outlet of any river.

B W AU

SSEERC I TN

A

The land is sandy and barren except in the immediate vicinity of some of
the rivers where it seemed to be tolerably fertile, and there was a considerable
quantity of grass close to the flowing streams. For two or three miles on
both banks of the Jagheen and Gabri, tamarisk, acacia and jujube trees were
abundant, besides a stunted willow called shemyl, and a tree called zeerak, on
the leaves of which and on several kinds of shrubs camels feed. The trees are
so erooked and gnashed that but very few of them could be used for Telegraph
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posts. We saw some patches of wheat and barley and were told that millet,
: Indian corn, beans, vetches and cotton were occasionally cultivated, l.)ut in
quantities sufficient only for home consumption. In years when the rain has
not been sufficient to develop the crops, the people are reduced to living on
roots, grasses, &c., as there is but very little artificial irrigation other than mud
bunds to catch rain water. We tasted several of these grasses and found some
of them excellent, but they cannot be very palatable in summer when dry.
The following are the Beloochki names of those we tasted :—

Shimsh ...... a trefoil, eaten boiled. *
Haweedthug, a plant like small asparagus eaten raw, very good.

Goreempa ... a tasteless weed, large leaf and long stem, eaten boiled
with butter milk.

Gastig ...... a plant with nettle shaped leaf flower like groundsel,
eaten boiled.

Halekoo...... a thistle, eaten raw, very good taste like lettuce.
Salemogh ... a red stemmed plant with light colored leaves nearly
round, eaten raw very good.

Dashuk...... akind of small carrot, tastes like fresh cocoanut, some-
times boiled but generally eaten raw.

The population is sparse and miserably poor. The sand hills which cover

i a portion of the land, and the want of energy or ability to utilise the rivers for
i urposes of cultivation may partly account for this, but the periodical raids of
?‘ersian-BeIoochis from Bunpoor, who sweep off all the animals and property

they come across, are doubtlessly the chief cause. The country from the spur
12 ‘miles east of Jashk to Sooruf was last plundered by the Persians under

Ibrahim Khan of Bunpoor some thiee years ago, and another visit from the same
‘ quarter was expected when we passed. There seems to be a fair number of
! camels considerinF the evident poverty of the people. Of other animals we saw
£ 0

but few. The following are the prices at which they are sold:—

! Camels—from 15 to 60 dollars each.
{ Sheep Y] 3 ” 2 ” ”

: Goats ” w 2 » ”
{ Donkeys ” 8 , 20 ” ”»
Cows » 20, 80 ” ’

Notwithstanding the number of camels about the villages, there appears to be
hardly any traffic or communication. We met no laden animals whatever, and
only two men mounted on camels, on the march from Jashk to Sooruf. The
people get their supplies of calicoes, &c., from pedlars who occasionally come
from Muscat and Minab. A few small boats from Muscat bring dates for sale
(as those produced in the district are not sufficient) and purchase from the
{ villagers the leaf of a shrub called ‘ Peetch’—which appears to be plentiful in -
8! the hills. This leaf is not unlike the date leaf and is used in the manufacture
of mats, bags, &c. This seems to be the extent of the external trade. No duties
are levied on imports or exports, and there are no taxes other than the tithes on
produce, &c.

= e

There appears to be a lack of hospitality amongst the Beloochis we saw.
Instead of a crowd collecting round us when we encamped at the two largest
villages (Yekdar and Gabri) and the matter-of-course hospitality received by
1 strangers on their arrival at the smallest collection of Arab huts, the people seemed
to avoid us and allowed even their chief, Abd-en-Nebi, to bivouac in the open.

4 Though Beloochki was the ¥eneral language used, we found a few men
$ who spoke Persian and Arabic at all the places we visited.
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Almost every Beloochi we met was heavily armed with sword, shield,
matchlock and hatchet. 'We saw but few pistols and no spears.

There is no variety of habitation along the coast we visited. An egg-
shaped reed hut, 10 feet by 5 by 5, seems to meet all their wants. With the single
exception of a half ruined mud fort at Jashk we saw no attempt at building of
any sort or kind.

It struck me that there was an absence of clannishness or unity amongst
the members of the same Belooch tribe, and I should think this is the reason )
why the separate communities fall an easy prey to the aggression of Chiefs, who
manage to muster a few hundred armed men. It appears that a part of a tribe »
settled in one district does not resent an injury done to a portion of the same
tribe in another, and that each community must protect itself. From the fact of
the members of a tribe in different places belonging to different sets, I should
think it probable that some of the larger tribes in Lower Beloochistan represent

q
\

the remains of confederation of small tribes, that may have been formed to resist u
oppression in days gone by, but which now merely retain the names the confe- §
derations were known by. Some portions of these tribes prefer to use local or ‘
family names to what I suppose to be the original names of the confederations. i
The want of intelligence and absence of tradition among the Coast Beloochis :
rendered it impossible to ascertain anything of their former history, but there is

one well known instance of difference of faith in the sections of a tribe inhabiting A
different districts. Most of the inhabitants of the Bashakird district in Persian- B
Beloochistan, belong to the Rais tribe and are Shias, whereas the Rais in the M
Biaban and Mihan districts are Sunnis. There are probably 3,000 of the
Shahozai, 1,000 Hote, 1,500 of the Shaik, 600 of the Jungizai and a few of the
Bajakzai and Kopeish tribes in the Biaban districts and communities of the same
tribes are scattered about Bahoo, Kelat, Tumb Saih and other parts of Beloo-
chistan which have no claim on each other for military assistance in the hour of
need. Arabs of the same tribe acknowledge the right of any portion or com-
munity thereof to demand the co-operation of the whole wherever they may be,
and to this custom probably may be ascribed the longevity of some of the more
powerful tribes. But though this generally holds good, confederations of Arab
tribes generally fall through when the object which called them into being ceases
to exist.

=

PR Sp——————

The Arab hold on the Biaban country seems to be very slight. There
were three or four Muscat Arabs at Jashk in tﬁe employ, I believe, of the chief
of that place. It suits the Biabanis purpose to acknowledge the Ruler of Muscat
as he takes so little from them, but they know and care but little about him and
expect no protection from him against the Persians. Indeed if he were fighting
the Persians, I imagine they would remain passive, and if obliged to act, would
join the Persians as being the stronger. They regard the Avabs with indiffe-
rence, but detest and fear the Persians. The whole of the Biaban district, the

- coast line of which extends from somewhere between Minal and Kostak to Sooruf’
is farmed from the Ruler of Muscat by Meer Hussein wuled Meer Hajee for 700
tomans (about Rs. 3,400) per annum. The Jashk-Sooruf portion subscribes
nothing towards this, and the chief of Jashk is allowed by Meer Hussein to keep
the tithes levied in his districts.

We were told that a line drawn either from Sooruf, the name given to a
ridge of sandhills amongst which a few fishers’ huts are scattered, or the Sadeyh
river which joins the sea a little to the east of Sooruf, to Cheduk Melek, the name
given to a heap of stones on the summit of a hill on the range nearest the sea;
would about define the eastern boundary of the Biaban, and the western bound-
ary of the Gaih districts, and that a continuation of the line from Cheduk Melek
in a zigzag north-westerly direction along the Halari range, would mark the
boundary of the Bashakud and Gaih districts.

et
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Sheikh Saeed of Bunder Abbas was good enough to send a man to accom-
pany us to Jashk and from the chief of the latter place we received every assist-
ance and civility. He provided us with animals and himself accompanied us to
the eastern boundary of his district. The chief of Jashk and others were pleased
with the prospect of the mlegra}ih being carried along their coast and seemed to 11
appreciate the advantage it would be to them.

Had the Amberwitch arrived when due, we could have completed our land

trip to Chonbar as originally intended, but the detention at Bunder Abbas cut

our time so short that we were obliged to go by sea from Sooruf to Chonbar. =~

However, from the information picked up at Sooraf, Tank and Chonbar, we can

form a pretty correct idea of the people and country. Two large tribes, the

Meliksha and Cingala and a sprinkling of Hote Judgall, &c., inhabit the country ! i

between Sooruf and Chonbar. Some of the Meliksﬁa whom we saw near Sooruf

volunteered to take us through their district, and though they were profoundly

ignorant of who or what we were and thought our country was Bassiduh, seemed

to think that a telegraph erected by a people that would pay for labor, would be

a great gain to them and were certain that no local objection to its erection would

be raised. They described the physical construction of the coast as similar to

that between Jashk and Sooruf with a few insignificant spurs jutting seawards

from the hills. When we landed at Tank a number of the Cingala collected and |

were pleased to see us. They hoped we had come with hostile intentions towards |

Mir Addulla wuled Umrad L{ahomed of Gaih, whose tributaries they are. They

complained bitterly of the Mir’s exactions, and hailed with delight the prospect of a

telegraph through their country, associating it with protection to themselves from

oppression. It appears that before Gaih became tributary to Persia, these tribes

were very lightly taxed, being assessed in a few camels, sheep, cows, goats, &c.,

but that now they are forced to contribute ten times the number, to enable
i Mir Abdulla to meet the demands of the Persians. They declare their intention § >
to resist his extortion this year and say that if he attacks them single-handed
they do not fear the result, but that if he is assisted by the Persians they will
abandon the country and do their best to emigrate to (;man They informed us
that camels could get along the coast and that no hills of any magnitude project
into the sea between Sooruf and Chonbar.

PR S B

I have, &c.,
(Signed) W. P. Jomxsrox.
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No. 1 or 1866.

SaBrisTAY, 20th January 186(.

Str, !

As we are now about to separate for a time, it is, perhaps, well that T i
should place on official record any notes or data which may be of assistance in ;
guiding you in your movements between Bunder Abbas and Gwadur.

9. Mr. Walton will, no doubt, be able to state what part of the coast
has been inspected and reported on by Colonel Pelly. I trust that you will be 3
put in possession of a copy of that Officer’s report. At all events, you will be 4
able to learn at Bunder Abbas the exact point to which the Muscat authority 3
extends. And it would be manifestly needless to undertake an inspection of a ;
!

country which has already been inspected and reported on with a view to future
telegraphic operations.

3. The Imam’s territory on this coast* is, as you are aware, farmed |
RS e from the Persian Government. From its eastern (%

xcept Chonbar and Gwadar. 4,5, dary to Chonbar it is commonly reported to

be under the immediate control of Mir Abdullah of Geh. I believe you would

- have no diﬁicult?' in learning its extent and character, and verifying the state- f

3 ments as to its Government, at Bunder Abbas or Chonbar. As to prosecuting w
1 further inquiries at Jask or elsewhere, you will be better able to judge of the
propriety or necessity of such proceeding after enquiries at Bunder Abbas, and
consultation with Mr. Walton, who is likely to have much information on the
subject. Chonbar is, to the best of my belief, a bona fide possession of Mus- l
cat. Iam not aware that there is any objection to your visiting that port |
]

should it be convenient and desirable to do so. When there, in the beginning of
1864, I was kindly received by the Wali, and made him a few presents.

4. From Chonbar to Gwadur is, I should say, about 80 miles by sea,
but somewhat more by land. The bay of Gweltur intervenes, and the head
of this bay is at some distance from the general line of sea coast. It would
be desirable to ascertain the utmost point to which the Chonbar territory
extends eastward. From thence, to a point in
Gweltur Bay perhaps the “Dast Khor” is said*
to be under the immediate control of the chief or

chiefs of Bahn Dastyan. From the point referred toin Gweltur Bay to Ras Pishkan,

which I understand to be the commencement of the Gwadur territory, appears
el to be, more or less, a dependency of Kelat. Ras Piskhan is 24 miles west of ' 4
: Gwadur, according to the measurement of February 1862.

* Corroborated by the Persians
themselves in Western Beloochistan.

5. You were present when the Wazir of Kirman informed us he had no
control over the coast between the Imam’s Bunder Abbas territory and Chonbar.
And without you had some authority to go there—either in communication with
the local chiefs or otherwise—I am not of opinion that it would be advisable
to abandon the ship and march along it.

6. The coast between Chonbar and Gwaduris evidently considered by the
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