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! 12 NOTES OF A JOURNEY |
| . i s . This,mﬂn-h‘t
‘ almond, and all kinds of fruit trees. Here my aneroid, which (e it
| had stood at 4,500 at Ihrahimabad, had risen to 6,000. O'niOﬂ g culi!
The local estimate of the distance hence to Kasveen was 9 oplﬂ al0tor
farsakhs. My calculation was 85 miles, which is as nearly as fﬂm'ﬂy]e qudien
may be the same thing. The ascent was very gradual and could il qators
easily be made practicable for wheels. v o ki
Before, during, and after dinner the usual process of cross- v o fhe
examining went on. I found it a very paying procedure to let Verm]l’
| the people examine me. One learnt so what their minds were ,mcksv fo 01
running on. et sgrf‘;mish
A villager who had lived in Teheran, and another who had ta B b
lived in the capital and Bushire, naturally became the spokesmen. il anﬂes |
’i With the former, “ Is it true that all America (the young world) ,T‘"’”’.th ;
f belongs to the Russians (Ooroos) ?”’ ¢ Very far from true ; much , figed mlg::]
f of it belongs to the English ; none to the Russians.”” “Ah, I heard g B
fl differently in Teheran.”” “ Who is Shah of Hindustan ? > ¢ Our b afer Bosa
"’ Queen.” Sensation. “What about the brother of the King of Mo vilges 10
i‘ India who lives at Baghdad 2’ ¢ He is not the king’s brother ; | me Pas.tAla
‘;\ there is no such king. He is the relation of a king who for- b onsideral
?’ I j merly ruled over a very small portion of India.”” This referred to hggards and o
ill the Nawab Ikbal-ud-doulah, who sat for ten days on the throne ¢« itering the it
It of Qudh. ¢ Was India big ?”” “ Very, very big.” “How big ?’ ot “Did you 1
' “Twice as long and twice as broad as Persia, with twenty-five vilages boast an)
" times its population at the least, and with a dozen cities greater ud shoemaker-
than Teheran or Tabriz, and half a hundred larger than Ispahan.’” frund.  The men
I had these facts ready, as such questions had occurred often el eaps; the wo
during my travels. I spoke the truth so far as I could find it out, Tuki woman no
I but what appeared so magnificent an exaggeration, completely Eﬂropean sister
fi upset my questioner, who said no more. digue o fong
| The Bushire man then took me in hand and asked me much tl e i gy
about the prices of the necessaries of life in England, marvelling o 0 e
with the rest of the audience at the wealth of a people who could The pules ‘
pay them. I did not tell him it is no uncommon thing for the ﬁﬂdthepse I
poor there to suffer actual want in the midst of this wealth. He n il
seemed worth examining in return, so I asked him—seeing T was imak
a mere traveller and no official, as they could see by the absence g ¢l
of baggage and servants—to tell me the truth, did he and most ' " lr frOIIIIE
of his countrymen like the Inglees. I begged him as a favour l'ivereyijm ,ﬂlehgh
to give me his candid opinion. He did not like them, nor did 2 ¢ eyarg
his countrymen. Why ? In answer. ‘Do you like the Persians ? MH“K“ mile's
your candid opinion ?” ¢ Well ” —pause—* not the Persians of : edgfﬂdens,b
the towns, because ”—Enough; I see you don’t like them. lﬁglt‘)ﬂla A
My reasons for not liking the English are the same as yours for b: ", g tivep £
not liking us.” att;een Vineya,&
i Wld, g Wy
I
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‘ I 26 NOTES OF A JOURNEY
| he
| of 2,000 to 3,000 inhabitants, my resting-place for the night, 12* - °f,“h°c;,
more miles had to be traversed, the latter portion of the journey W!ths. i
being over a grassy plain, covered with flocks and herds of sheep E i
and cattle and camels. afal e’th
These were slow long miles, and it was } past 9 on a dark hlllls x
night when our party of three souls got to the village. In dise
Ramazan, and in the country at most times, I think, the evening ! bad bt
meal is eaten as soon as the redness of the setting sun fades out The
of the sky. At any rate every house was closed and we seemed 0?*"1 N
no nearer shelter than when out in the plain. The muleteer fright- o .to Be
ened away by his roughness the only inhabitant we captured. frying ¥
After some loss of time and three ineffectual attempts to get a Mk
hearing through barred doors, the existence of a Haji was men- them the
| tioned and to him we went. He did not refuse to dispense some are killt
i Persian hospitality, remuneration being agreed on before the door Haste o0
' was opened. The old man was, with his son, plucking rose leaves, More
a huge heap of which lay by his side. At % past 11 some dinner withous |
) i was produced. The old man would say nothing, but “ It’s not of md it
‘ I"L‘ bad ” (ews) and ¢ There’s no harm ” (8¢ «e ). What sort This pla
i of a place was Mecca. ““ Not bad.” A very good thing to have the abon
}an ) been there at any rate. “No harm.” You must have a very high 8 0, all to
i reputation in consequence. “Not bad.” Not another word would b care §
1 ’Tf he utter. In the morning I said: « I propose to give you this below.
money as a small return for your hospitality.” “ There will be had 90 ¢
no harm.” No, said I, “ It’s not bad.” We left him. Much of market v
the Shah’s money, however, is bad, the new milled coinage being oo 81
of far inferior silver to the old picturesque and irregular kran. supply of
i Gold has disappeared from circulation, partly to be hoarded up uileh eom
‘ and partly to pay for the great excess of imports over exports. Tk
| 120 miles. Passing the Gulyuga Dégh, a curious hill with a flat-topped billetin
‘ table-shaped brother beside it, Janabad comes in sight, a small Turkim('
village with one single manufacturer, who makes blue stoneware Wi 2
saltcellars and had a blue plate let into the wall over his door I aslf ;s.f
in the manner in which people delight in decorating their rooms I i
in more civilised countries. dgﬂve 8
Near Janabad the track from Teheran to Hamadan passes, i
and it was open to me go around the hills by the road or ! r
straight over them. Robbers were said to hang about the hill & e
road, which is very lonely. Not much believing in the robbers L _Elght
decided on the latter route. “ Cantabit vacuus,”” said I. * But the ol
§ horses are mine,” said the muleteer. b
124 miles. He had more reason to be apprehensive than I thought. A héppy lt
farsakh further on, at Nudah, at the foot of the range of low hills W“.hhis g
yet: to-be crossed, we come on six mounted ghulams or troopers ;’hlchcon‘
f [ fou the ¢
|
1
| |
i J
il c
I |
¥4 s .
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