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About this record

The volume consists of a summary of the original journal of William Keeling concerning the Third Voyage of the
East India Company to India, 1607-10. The summary was probably drawn up by an East India Company scribe in
London. The extracts relate to Keeling's service as Captain successively of the Dragon ,
1607-08, and the Hector , 1608-09. Keeling instructed the Dragon to set sail
for England on 23 November 1608 (folio 4).

The two ships concerned were the Dragon [full title the Red Dragon ]: voyage
to Bantam, 1607-09 (Captain William Keeling, later Gabriell Towerson), and Hector: voyage to
Surat and Bantam (Captain William Hawkins, later William Keeling), 1607-10.

The Dragon left the Downs on 12 April 1607; reached Saldania [Saldanha, Cape of Good Hope] on
17 December 1607, anchored at Abderacaria [Abd al Kuri, Socotra] on 25 April 1608, was at Priaman [Pariaman,
Indonesia] in July 1608, and was at Bantam [Banten, Indonesia] from October to November 1608. The
Hector was at Banda [the Banda Islands] from February 1608 [New Style date February 1609] to
August 1609, and at Bantam from August to October 1609.

Note on front cover: '12 March 1606/7. Dragon, Consent, Hector' and '1606/7. 3Voyage' (folio 2).

Inscribed: 'The princepall notes of the third voyadge [sic] to the East Indies by William Keelinge [Keeling]
Governor Begunne the 12th of March Ann. Domino 1607' (folio 3).
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The summary covers: general navigational information; winds; the provisioning of the ship; descriptions of
trading activity; commodities traded (especially pepper, spices, and cloth); references to Dutch trading
activity; and general remarks.

The decision to establish an English factory at Bantam, with Augustine Spaulding as Chief Factor, is described
on folio 5.

The dates of the entries (where indicated) are Old Style (Julian calendar).
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