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SOUTHERN NEJD.

JOURNEY TO KHARJ, AFLAJ, SULAIYYIL, AND
WADI DAWASIR IN 1918.

By H. St. J. B. PHILBY, IL.C.S.

Printed and issued by the Avab Bureau, Cairo,
Jfor official use only.

CAIRO.
(GOVERNMENT PRESS.
1919.
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A TRIP TO SOUTHERN NEJD AND
WADI DAWASIR.

PreFATORY NoTE.—The first twenty-one pages only have
been revised in proof by the author. For the rest, editors and
pronters have had to do their best alone with pencilled copy which
had been a good deal rubbed in transit. So far as possible no
change has been made by the editors in the author’s words,
phrasing, or Arabic transliteration. ~ The accompanying map is a
reduction of that supplied by the author, the Survey of Egypt
having redrawn his chart on a scale of 1:1,500,000, omatting
munor place-names in the interest of legibility.

After an interlude of two and a half months since my
departure from Jidda I returned to Basra on March 24, 1918,
with the idea of proceeding vié Kuwait to rejoin Ibn Saud
wherever he might be. My plans were however changed at
the last moment by the arrival of messengers from Dhari ibn
Tawala of the Aslam Shammar, who was encamped at Al Hafar
in the Batin, and I decided to resume my travels by way of the
Batin. Accordingly on March 28, I proceeded to Zubair and on
the following day accompanied by Dhari’s messengers and a
scratch escort, provided by Sheikh' Ibrahim, I launched out
into the interior. Five days’ march down the Batin, now
resplendent with all the flowers of spring, brought me to Dhari’s
camp just short of Al Hafar, whence after a two days’ rest I
set out again with Dhari himself and a large escort of sixty
Shammar for Shaib Shauki, where according to report I should
find Ibn Saud in his annual camp of exercise. Passing the
wells of Al Hafar (about 145 miles south-west of Basra) we
proceeded a short way up the Batin and then launched out
southward into the Dibdiba. For the next three days we
pushed on over the vast bare desert plateau now under the
name of Dibdiba, now Juraiba, now Summan and now Rubaida,
each merging imperceptibly into the next and distinguished
from it by some slight difference of soil or vegetation, until on
the evening of the third day we crossed the Manshariha or
main road from Kuwait to Zilfi, and camped a couple of miles
south of it on the edge of the Dahana. The next day was spent
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in negotiating the Dahana sands, which were again disappoint-
ing, and appeared to offer no great difficulty to travellers,
though the parallel ridges were more in evidence than at the
southern crossing on the Hasa-Riyadh road. After the rains,
vegetation was exceedingly abundant, and our track led over
the ridges at points where ascents and descents were reduced
to a negligible minimum. The same evening we camped on
the edge of the Arma plateau, and next morning, making a
detour to the wells of Qailyya to replenish our supply of water,
we struck thence south-eastwards down the Arma plateau until
late on the following afternoon, namely April 11, we arrived at
Shaib Shauki, a pretty little ravine running down from the
western edge of Arma eastwards towards the Dahana. Passing
down the Shaib, whose bed was studded with pools of water
as the result of winter rains, we soon arrived at Ibn Saud’s
camp, a vast concourse of white tents scattered in groups of
100 or more over a level stretch of plain astride the Shauki.
Ibn Saud, who was at Hasa when he received news of my
movements, had fortunately arrived the same morning, and I
remained with him concerting plans for the future until the
morning of April 16, when the march of the standard to Riyadh
began. I accompanied the march, which was by slow stages
and immensely impressive, the great gathering comprising all

. told not less than 1,000 camels, and marching in groups with

the standards of Ibn Saud and the various local contingents
heading the procession. Procceding southward down the Arma,
we reached and followed up the course of the Shaib Atsh, in a
south-westerly direction, until we emerged on to the plain of
Khafs, whence, following along the western escarpment of the
Arma plateau and striking across a long narrow belt of Nafudh,
known as Arq Banban, we entered the tumbled mass of low
hills—Mugharrizat, Abu Makhruq, etc.-—which bar the northern
approaches to Riyadh.

I re-entered Riyadh on April 19, and the plans concerted
between myself and Ihn Saud contemplated a visit to the Qasim
‘towards the middle or end of Ramdhén. T little relished the
prospect of spending the whole of the intervening period in the
sultry puritanical atmosphere of the capital, and accordingly
proposed to my host that I should employ part of it in a visit
to the south. To my delight and surprise Ibn Saud agreed to
my doing so, and promised to make the necessary arrangements,
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The N
ol but I think that on reconsideration he repented of his decision.
D, The days passed by and my cautious enquiries from people
7 the about the palace failed to discover any sign of active prepara-
A, tion. The climate was still pleasant enough owing to a
over succession of thunderstorms which rolled up every evening
tced over the broad back of Tuwaiq to pass over the city on their
don northerly course, and I was anxious to make a start before the
g 4 weather changed to summer conditions. When April gave
ater, way to May with still no sign of preparation, I took courage
until to broach the matter to Ibn Saud, whose reply confirmed my
dat suspicions, but I was not going to be baulked a second time,
( the and began to be importunate with complete success. Orders
ssilg were now given for the camels to come in and, on May 5, I
vater received the glad news that we should start on the morrow.
ad’s That night Riyadh enjoyed the last thunderstorm of spring.
ps of On the morning of May 6 I rose early hoping for an early
ki start while it was yet cool but I was yet to have two interviews
f my with Ibn Saud in the course of which he gave me much parting
nd | advice including an injunction to give Hariq and Hauta as
| the wide a berth as possible owing to the savage insularity and
vadh fanaticism of their people—of whom more hereafter. At
fages 9.30 a.m. taking a final farewell of my host I issued forth from
gl \ the palace gate and was soon beyond the walls of the city with
with some twenty-four companions. Of these only two were of my
gents former party, Ibrahim unfortunately being again in charge,
ﬁm while Tami the Camel, a delightful person of the Shammar
e Aslam, who has accompanied every recent British visitor to
in of Nejd, again proved to be the life and soul of the party. Of the
f the rest a Sheikh of Al Murrah named Jabir was a conspicuous
fudh, character, having thrice traversed the Great Desert from his
f low home in Jabrin to the southern sea, each time of course on
them raids against the tribes of the coast; the Ateiba, Qahtan and
Dawasir each contributed one representative while of the last
erted named tribe we picked up casual guides from time to time
?asill‘ during the journey. The Shamir branch of the Yam provided a
1 the guide for the first part of the journey and Saad ibn Jilham,
0 e a man well over sixty who remembers the closing period of
gl Feisal’s reign, accompanied us as an expert in the affairs of the
li{t south, with whose administration he has been intimately asso-
fe:;"m ciated over a long period. The rest of the party consisted of

. oddments, servants, etc.
e1LSs
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L

Our course lay southward down the storm channel of the
Shamshiya torrent, the most important of the several streams
which run down from the tumbled masses of low hills round
Riyadh irrigating the palm-groves of the oasis. The latter
consists of three belts of palms namely Riyadh itself, Manfuha
and Masana, separated from each other by narrow strips of bare
ground and situated in the order given from north to south
in a shallow basin bounded on the north and west by the Abu
Makhruq and Mugharrizat hillocks, on the east by the ridge
and slope of Daraibat al Khail*, and on the south by the Wadi
Hanifa, which, issuing from a deep gorge in the slope of Tuwaiq
at a point called the Batin about two miles south-south-west of
Riyadh, runs thence south-south-east along the eastern edge of
the gentle slope of Tuwaiq in a valley about one mile broad.
The southern extremity of the palms of Masana impinges on the
left. bank of the wadi at the point where the Shamshiya torrent
runs into it.

We marched along the eastern edge of the oasis leaving the
modern town of Manfuha on our right at about one and a half
miles out from Riyadh, and thence followed close along the
ruins of the wall of the ancient town, which to judge by the
extent of the area covered by the debris of walls and houses
must at one time have been of very great size, immeasurably
greater than modern Riyadh. Still keeping the oasis on our
right we left the village of Masana buried in its palm-groves
about half a mile to our right and at a distance of about three
and a half miles from the start passed the qasr of Mizal, the
last habitation of the oasis, and entered the valley of Wadi
Hanifa. Our course now lay more ov less down the middle
of the valley, where the going was good, the main storm channel
of the wadi running parallel to us a short way to the right,
while a number of lesser streams flowed down parallel to it
on either side.

About five miles out from Riyadh we passed through a
clump of dwarf palms dotted here and there with the ruins of
the long forgotten village of Jiza, one, if tradition speaks true,
of an unbroken series of settlements extending from Ayaina
In the upper reaches of Wadi Hanifa down the valley of the
latter to Kharj in the south, but that was in times very remote
whose prosperity was shattered by a divine visitation of plague
S R SRS e 2

* Wrongly called Mugharrizat in previous report.
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Lot the

bty and locusts. It is even related of those times that the news of

i the birth of a son to a notable of Ayaina reached Yamama the

o :

ol same evening passed on by word of mouth from housetop to

wlanh]? housetop down the valley. The legend of the past glory and
= destruction of the valley is vague enough and the absence of

‘002:::}? extensive remains in that part of it, which lies between Riyadh
fhe N and Kharj, makes one sceptical unless the true explaga.tioq be
" ﬂdou that the havoc was caused by one of those sudden visitations
gt of terrific flood which, there can be little doubt, descend at
he\\a@ rare intervals on this part or that of the Arabian peninsula.
Tumi Such a catastrophe alone could have swept away all signs of
o such prosperity as the valley is reputed to have enjoyed. In
Lelgeof more recent times Jiza was utterly destroyed by the invading
¢ bad army of Ibrahim Pasha and still more recently was the scene
son of a furious conflict between the sons whom Feisal left to wrangle
3t for his throne.
. For the next two and a half miles we marched now on the
xvmgthel right and now on the left bank of the wadi, henceforth a single
o bl stream, until we reached a considerable widening of the valley
long th caused by the confluence therewith of the Shaib Dakina from
o by the the low hills on the left and the Shaib Baqra from the Tuwaiq
d houses plateau on the right. At the junction of the former with the
suably wadi are a number of qasrs and wells standing amid extensive
§ o0 o cornfields cultivated by tribesmen of the Suhul and Subai,
I groves who range from the Arma plateau in the neighbourhood of
jout three Shaib Shauki and Hafar al Atsh on the east (extending for
iz, the grazing to the Dahana and Summan beyond) to the Wadi
of Tad - Hanifa on the west from Dakina to Hair inclusive. Ibn Saud
i milde has recently tried without success to form an Akhwan colony here.
 chane Resting for a while on the banks of the Bagra we continued
the it our march in the afternoon and, one and a half miles further
e o on, found the slopes on either side closing in on the wadi, which
from this point runs down in a narrow bed between deeply
g eroded banks rapidly increasing in height. We kept to the
p il road which, avoiding f;he bends of the tortuous chapnel, strlkgs
s across the slope on its left ‘bank for about two miles ‘when it
| ki drops by a steep rock path into a little Shaib called Hifna and
'i] e re-enters the wadi almost immediately.
Iy o From this point we marched along the wadi bed, varying
ery{riawf from thirty to 100 yards in breadth between imposing weather-
% worn crags from fifty to 100 feet high and in parts covered with
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b i
dense vegetation, mostly poplar and acacia, for four miles to Hair n
where we camped for the first night. On the way we passed l
two groups of wells in the wadi bed known as Hifna and Arair an
respectively, which had been utterly destroyed by recent floods the
and will have to be reconstructed de novo before they again nl
yield water. o

Hair is an exceedingly pretty oasis, fifteen miles south- o
south-east from Riyadh by the direct road, which we had the
followed, and situated in a -+ shaped confluence of important d
wadis—the Wadi Hanifa entering the oasis from nearly due e
north and issuing from it in the direction of due east, the Shaib pre
Ha entering it from due west with, it is said, the drainage of the Kb
Dhruma valley, and the Shaib Baaija joining the confluence from Ha
due south with the drainage of a considerable part of the Tuwaiq &
plateau. The densest part of the oasis consisting of palm-groves, lov
poplar clumps and tamarisks, collected round a large pond of an
torrent water, lies at the point of confluence, on the west side of fu
which under a high crag is the village itself in two sections of no Du
great size, one walled after a fashion and the other but a straggling wa
group of mud-built dwellings.  The palm-belt extends west- Th
ward up the Ha and eastward down the Hanifa for about one thi
mile in each direction, while the beds of the Baaija and northern n
part of Hanifa are devoid of cultivation. The pond in seasons n
of good floods is said to retain water practically throughout the W
year, while at the time of our visit, the last flood of the season of
having come down the Hanifa not more than ten days or a fort- o
night before, a gentle, but steady flow was still proceeding
from it down the wadi, ending in another pond of smaller dimen- i
sions at the end of the oasis. The perpendicular weather-worn br
bank of these streams, rising to a height of about 100 feet above ha
the level of their beds hem in the oasls in every direction, W
watch towers being disposed in dominating positions on their ab
summits to give warning of the approach of foes. I have already I
noted that the oasis belongs to Suhul and Subai Badawin, Wl
whose interest in the place is limited to their annual visit to it
collect the dates when ripe, while for the rest of the year the Iny
permanent population of perhaps 300 or 400 tenants, mostly m'g
negro fre;ed men, have the oasis to themselves to dig and delve @
therein in return for the tenants’ share of its fruits. I
- We resumed our march on the following morning down the

Wadi Hanifa which now 1an due east between high cliffs from ler
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s
Sk 200 to 300 yards apart. A number of wells dotted about the
" i valley for about two miles beyond the last palm-grove of Hair
o are collectively known as Afja. At the end of the Afja tract
Entmf the banks of the wadi rapidly decreased in height until the
9 valley, now choked with sand dunes here and there, spread out

to a width of half a mile or more. On the right the gentle slope
vt of Tuwaiq merged imperceptibly in the sand dunes, while on
Wb the left lay a rough broken upland rising gradually to a low
pora ridge known as Zuwailiyat sloping down on the other side to
atly by Wadi Sulaiy beyond which ran the Jubail ridge with its three
the Sa prominent headlands—Khashm al An, Khashm Hith and
g e Khashm Jubail. At a point about six and a half miles from
et Hair we avoided a wide bend of the valley which had now resumed
Ty a south-easterly direction, by following the track along the
410, lower slopes of the hills on the left, re-entering the wadi four
o o and a half miles further on and leaving it again three miles
stk further down to spend our midday siesta on the sand ridge of
asot Duwaira on the right bank. The scene in this neighbourhood
g was a bewildering series of ridges converging on the valley.

The Tuwaiq plateau was now well back on the right and all

1l west
batt e that remained of it was a series of ridges projecting from it
northen in the direction of the wadi while on the left bank the Jubail
1 A58 ridge formed the background to a series of bumpy ridges, between
ot which numerous shaibs flowed down to merge in the main channel
’he - of the wadi, now struggling through a mass of sand hills ever
ora ot growing denser. £t
el Loy march of seven miles in the afternoon over monotonous
ol ridge and valley with the wadl running parallel on the left
e brought us to the single well of Hufaira standing m a patch of
e hard limestone and containing plentiful but somewhat foul
fiie water at a depth of five fathoms. The Hanifa valley was now
pye about one mile broad at the point where the Wadi Sulaiy jqins
| ol it, the combined wadi being backed by a low ridge called Shadida,
‘eﬁd;h; which had been pointed out to us from the Turabi plain between
Bzﬁ it and Arma during my first journey to Riyadh. For the remain-
I ““Ht_ ing four miles of the day’s march our course was flanked on the
yeaﬂ‘“f right by the long low ridge of Firzan, at the end of which we
el camped for the night on the threshold of Kharj, forty miles
pl 07 from Riyadh.

! The same evening I obtained a fine view over the whole
m* length and breadth of the Kharj district and eastward down the

jfs b0
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Sahaba from a hillock of the Firzan ridge, and the three followin fin
days (May 8 to 10) were spent In visits to practically all the m
settlements of the valley, great and small. ~ On the evening of lm(l)]
May 10 I passed out of the district having covered some fifty lbft
" miles in my wanderings from place to place. o
The Kharj valley is a long depression sloping down from Tuw
south to north with a slight easterly inclination especially at the i
northern extremity. In length is about thirty-five miles from i
south to north; its greatest breadth is about eight miles in its ‘11013
northern half while to the south it tapers almost to a point, o
where the converging of the hills on either side leaves a narrow be
gap for the passage of the Ajaimi torrent. It is bounded on the of
north by the Wadi Hanifa, on the west by the extremities of Iy
the Alaiya section of the Tuwaiq range and on the east by the d
outer rim of the vast desert upland of Biyadh, a stony, barren, thar
waterless tract, beyond which, many days journey from Kharj, an
lie the first sands of the Great Desort, Southward beyond the ' the
apex of the valley extends a wide plateau in which the Ajaimi mf

comes into being out of the gathering of countless streams ibe
from east and west. At the north-eastern extremity of the valley vl
lies the head of the Sahaba depression, which to all intents

)
and purposes is but a continuation of Wadi Hanifa augmented
now through the medium of the Kharj valley by the drainage e
of some of the most Important arteries of Central Arabia. Of by
Wadi Hanifa which brings down the drainage of the northern sh
part of the Tuwaiq plateau and of the Dhruma plain as already Th
noted no more need he sald ; next to it comes the broad channel W
of Shaib Nisah, which rising in the eastern section of Nejd g

proper (z.e. west of Tuwaiq) near some high hills called Bukhara, of
lying to the southward of the series of Nafudhs crossed by me

P
on my previous journey, traverses the Tuwaiq range between &
the Aridh and Alaiya sections by a broad leve] crossing and runs bu
down into the Sahaba past the Firzan ridge and the oasis of Ig;
Yamama ; south of the Nisah the Alaiya section of Tuwaiq is of
drained into the Kharj valley by scores of gorges and ravines, e
great and small, collecting at the edge of the plateau into two dis
main streams called Shaib Ain and Shaib Saut, which enter 1y
the district near N aajan and Dilam respectively, and run down m
its centre into the Sahaba. Next in order southward comes
Wadi Fara, the continuation of Shaib Majma, in which lie the (i
great oases of Hariq and Hauta, after itg junction with Shaib of
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g Faria, in which is the oasis of Hilwa ; the Faia, dividing Alaiya
the from the southern part of Tuwaiq drains part-of both sections
of into the Kharj valley at a point south of Dilam. Finally there
fty 1s the Ajaimi which, besides collecting the drainage of a number
of streams flowing west from the Biyadh, drains the southern
om Tuwaiq plateau for about fifty miles from north to south and
the receives the outflow of Wadi Birk, another great level crossing,
om draining the quadruple range of western Nejd vié Wadi Sirra
It along the northern edge of Nafudh Dahi through the barrier
ut, of Tuwaiq eastward to the Ajaimi. From the above it will
oW be seen that the Sahaba is eventually the sole drainage outlet
e of the whole of what we may call Central Nejd, ¢.e. the tract
of lying roughly between Longitude 44° and 474° and Latitude 23°
he and 26°. As to its onward course it is fairly safe to presume
i, : that it very seldom carries water as far as, and still more seldom
1j, across, the Dahana, though there seems no reason to doubt
he the tiuth of local report that its course through a depression
mi in the sands is easily traceable. It is idle to speculate whether
s it ever reaches the sea—it would certainly do so given a sufficient
ey volume of water. Its general direction from Khar] onwards
s appears to be somewhat south of east.
ed It is not surprising that Kharj, saturated as its soil must
& be by the floods brought down into the valley year after yea:
Of by the great drainage system above described, is or, 1ather I
2 should say, once was, a fertile tract renowned for its prosperity.
& That prosperity is but a dim memory now, having long given
i way to decay which broods over the scattered evidences of a
id glorious past, inscrutable as Fate, and is intensified by a century
i of strife only recently ended. Yamama, that great city of the
mé past, is choked with sand ; Firzan and a nameless city on the
& eastern ridge, both of an older date than Yamama, are now
1118 but heaps of debris, and the life-giving springs of water are

’ nearly dead from disuse or misuse—in fact the northern section
of the valley is a sorry sight and the scene of prosperity, on a
greatly modified scale, has shifted to the central part of the
district where Dilam, the modern capital, is surrounded by a

|8
16,

E number of fairly prosperous settlements, entirely dependent
" on wells.

® Apart from the fact that it is one of the most important
L drainage collecting centres in Arabia, the distinctive features
th{j of the Kharj valley, whose height above sea-level rises from
il
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L)
1,400%* feet at the north-eastern corner to some 1,700* feet at its ofth
apex to the south, are the springs of Firzan with the subterranean over
aqueduct or Kariz of the ordinary Persian type here called foth
Kharaz or Saji (Saqi) leading from it to the gardens of Sulaimiya ciel
and a series of three bottomless, presumably spring-fed reservoirs, 0u
from one of which flows a perennial but exiguous supply of water bt
in a narrow open channel called Saih, which irrigates the lucerne ston
fields of Ibn Sauds’ stud farm of Qurain, while subterranean e
aqueducts like that of Firzan but now run dry connect the other leve
two with the same channel. These reservoirs, known collectively 0¥
as the Aiyun of Kharj, are situated close together about six seel
miles south of Sulaimiya under the cliff of the Biyadh, the Was
central reservoir called Ain Al Dhila lying in a gaping cleft at nt
the foot of the cliff itself; and it is, I firmly believe, to them ad
that the district owes its name, though local etymology is not it
with me and derives the name from the fact that in days long ters
past this valley was the source (Makhraj) of the corn supply i
of Mecca. 1 base my opinion, which involves a change of T
spelling (namely Kharq meaning a cleft) but none of pronuncia- R
tion, on the analogy of the name of Aflaj derived from a precisely i
similar phenomenon, on that of at least three localities called T
Khafs, all of which are named from natural reservoirs in great W
rock clefts attributed to the falling of stars, and generally on i
the fact that Arab geographical nomenclature is so largely based o
for very natural reasons on phenomena affecting the water it
supply. An actual instance of the use of the word Kharq to 0
signify a cleft of the kind is supplied by the extraordinary 5
grotto hill called Makhruq which is one of the sights of the i
Riyadh oases. k
However, whatever the etymology of the name may be, f
there is no doubt that these two sources of perennial irri- i
gation were the backbone of the district in the past and the £
cause of its great prosperity. Iach of them is overlooked by b
the debris of a forgotten city, the one astride of the northern
extremity of the Firzan ridge and the other on the summit of "
the cliff behind the reservoirs. The very situation of these v
cities, raised well above the level of the plain in strange contrast )
/ to the settlements of the present day huddled up in the middle ‘:
* These and all like figures will probably have to be reduced as my aneroid on this IE
occagion gave 1950 as the lowest height of Riyadh, whereas on my previous journey my
results placed Riyadh at only 1,750 feet above sea-level. ;?ﬁ
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its . . .
of the various oases, suggests the sojourn of an alien race. More-

ﬁan over the debris that remains is not of the mud buildings known
. to the modern Arab but of stone and mortar, disposed in countless
" circles of various sizes, each outlined by large blocks of stone
1, round its circumference, the interior space being filled in with
iter rubble and mortar and generally traversed by a diameter of
B stone blocks similar to those of the circumference. The circles
s rise to a point at the centre about four or five feet above ground-
her level giving the appearance of a vast number of cairns set in
dy rows along the slopes of the ridge. Their average diameter
= seemed to be about six to ten yards, while the biggest I saw
the was no less than forty-five yards across and about six feet high
at in the centre with huge blocks of rock round the circumference
tem and a traverse of similar blocks running north and south across
not it broken by a central gap facing east and west; in the in-
ong terstices between the traverse and the circumference lesser
ply circles were scattered about. Of the two groups of ruins that of
of Firzan is the more perfect and distinctive owing to the greater
- use in its construction of large blocks of stone, whereas, the
wely circles of the other are largely of rubble and smaller stones.
[led Finally the effect of foreign influence is enhanced by the solid
teat workmanship of the subterranean aqueducts and the intricate
‘o irrigation system of which they form part; the type is found
ised elsewhere in Arabia in the Aflaj distiict, at Qatif and doubtless
ater at other places, and there can be little doubt that the Kariz of
[0 Qatif dates back to times when Persian influence was predominant
aty on the coast. Is it possible that Kharj itself, and, if Kharj,
the the Aflaj also, owed ancient prosperity to Persian settlements,
long since wiped out by successive waves of Arab invaders
be, from the south ? It seems to me not altogether improbable
i that the very name of the race which prospered in this fertile
e valley in the days of yore still survives in a form corrupted by
by forgetful centuries, Firzan—Fursan—the Persians.
hern So much for ancient Kharj—a promising field for some
it o enterprising archeologist of the future. Medieval Kharj or
st Yamama¥*, as it was then called in deference to its great capital,
it seems to have occupied very much the same portion of the
e valley,—namely the northern quarter—as the original settle-
ment and it is reasonable perhaps to assume that the Arab
/, * This name was alternatively applied to the whole Tuwaiq district at one time, with
o fl capitals at various times at Majma (in Sudair) Ayaina, Daraiyya Ghatghat, Riyadh and
oy 1Y Manfuha.
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conquerors (for Yamama was undoubtedly an Arab city as the
scanty remains of its mud walls and houses testify), having
driven out the original settlers, themselves settled down to
enjoy the fruits of their labour. The capital was Yamama
comprising an immense city surrounded by palm-groves of
corresponding size ; Sulaimiya probably existed as an outlying
suburb and large cornfields doubtless extended soutbward for
a considerable distance up the valley and along the right bank of
Wadi Hanifa. Whether outlying palm patches and villages
existed on the sites of modern Dilam and Naajan it would be
difficult to say : it is not improbable that they did, but it is certain
that Yamama contained the bulk of the population of the
district including the court and palace of a once powerful king.
How it came to fall will probably never be known. War and
pestilence are possible explanations, but the situation of the
city low down on the right bank of Wadi Hanifa tempts to the
theory that it was laid low by some appalling flood, which,
sweeping the great city before it, passed on leaving behind it
a trail of sand to complete the destruction of what remained of
the city and its palms by a process of slow encroachment not
yet complete. The irrigation system doubtless suffered con-
siderably at the same time.

Thus perished medieval Yamama the remnants of whose
inhabitants probably sought safety from the floods by migration
up the valley where they founded the present capital of Dilam
and the villages around it and whence doubtless they returned

~ cautiously and by slow degrees to the scene of the great disaster

to repair such damage as was not irreparable and to live again
amid the wreckage of their former glory; but Yamama has
never recovered from the catastrophe and probably never will.
During the past century Kharj has been the scene of perpetual
strife, in the course of which the aqueducts have been partially
destroyed time and again, but an era of hope dawned again for
the district with the establishment of Ibn Saud once more on
the throne of Riyadh and already considerable progress has
been made in the task of restoring the irrigation system to some-
thing of its former vigour. The Firzan Kariz was undergoing
repairs at the time of my visit and when restored will give new
life to the moribund palm-groves of Sulaimiya, while the flourish-
ing lucerne fields of Qurain are an earnest of what may yet be
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g
j:he accomplished if machinery can be brought into use to tap the
g inexhaustible waters of the three reservoirs for the benefit of
o extended cultivation.

ma Entering the Kharj district by the Wadi Hanifa route at
of the point where the ruins of Firzan and the spring are situated

one follows the aqueduct for three miles to the first of the oases,

;% namely Sulaimiya. Between the aqueduct and the Wadi Hanifa
o are two groups of wells called Budaia and Bida the former in
_ a state of decay and no longer used, but the latter surrounded
" by a small area of cornfields with one or two scattered gasrs.
be Sulaimiya consists of a small village of mud huts situated in
n and near the northern end of a palm belt about one mile long
he from north to south and half a mile broad. The better palm-
g groves, most of which belong to Ibn Saud, are situated at the
il southern end of the oasis, which alone gets the benefit of irrigation
he by the Kariz, the remaining groves being watered by wells
% about five fathoms deep. A low wall with occasional ruined
b, towers runs round the whole oasis and the village is walled in
it ‘the sense that the contiguous back walls of the outer houses
of form a continuous barrier, through which entrance is obtained
ot by gates at the northern and southern extremities of the main
I (and only) street. The population, which is of the ancient

stock of Qahtan (Aiyidh section), including that of isolated
qasrs scattered about the palm-groves, may number some 500
souls—perhaps rather more. The oasis does not convey an
air of vigorous prosperity, dense palm-groves are the exception
d and other crops are those typical of the rest of Nejd—a few
bushes of cotton, scattered pomegranate and peach trees,
occasional clusters of vines with saffron, egg plant and barley
to fill in gaps in the palm-groves. Sulaimiya is fortunate in
1 being free of sand but was at the time of my visit enjoying a
zi visit of locusts which swarmed over the plain but did not seem
to be doing much damage.

Passing out of the oasis eastwards one almost immediately
enters a broad tract of sand dunes, which, steadily becoming
higher and higher, cover the three miles intervening between
Sulaimiya and Yamama and extend beyond the latter to the
head of the Sahaba. The oasis of Yamama is rather larger
6 than that of Sulaimiya being about two miles long from north
to south and one mile broad. North of it lies a regular Nafudh
whose last wave stops abruptly at the edge of the palm-belt,

BRITISH
Advyan

Reference: IOR/L/PS/20/C169. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023576000.0x00001b



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023576000.0x00001b?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

duilgll jhs djisa
Qatar National Library

'Southern Nejd: Journey to Kharj, Aflaj, Sulaiyyil, and Wadi Dawasir in 1918.’
[11v] (27/100)

SO |

and from beneath which here and there peep out remnants of Alﬂfﬂ
the walls and houses of the old city. Besides a number of scat- precp
tered gasrs Yamama comprises four small hamlets built close m
together in a semi-circle in the middle of the oasis, which on the by e
whole is more luxuriant than that of Sulaimiya and dependent with
entirely on wells about five fathoms deep, the water being nted
drawn from the latter by asses and cattle of very diminutive hst ¢
and inferior breed and in some few cases by camels. The Owm
hamlets are walled, each about the size of or somewhat smaller count
than Sulaimiya and contain a mixed population, whose chief beal
elements are Zaab (a section of Al Murrah) including the Amir, parel
Beni Hajar and Aiyidh, of about 2,000 souls, who in addition
to the groves of Yamama itself own two groups of wells, gasrs fract
and cornfields called Hayathim and Munaisif about four miles drai
away south-west up the valley. fron
The Nafudh tract does not extend south of Yamama, at one set]
mile south-south-west of which lies the northern limit of the area the
irrigated by the Saih stream, a narrow strip of fertile land perhaps Rov
one mile broad and five miles long from the ruined qasrs of the o
northern extremity to the most southerly of the three reservoirs. cell
In the centre of this tract about half a mile west of the Qusaia will
ridge of the Biyadh stands a large strongly-built fort, 150 yards m
long and 100 yards broad and provided with numerous towers Wa
and a single gateway, called Qurain, to the west of which lies e

about one square mile of lucerne fields. The remains of one

o
or two ruined gasrs and the marks of former cultivation over an
a considerably greater area attest the former prosperity of the P
place. The fort contains living accommodation for Ibn Saud’s )
master of the horse and a few servants and open stabling for i
about sixty or seventy horses. There were about fifty animals I
in the fort at the time of my visit including four stallions, a I
considerable number of mares, some foals, a mule or two and a o
camel, each tethered to a circular manger of mud piled high th
with lucerne. The animals are never exercised or cleaned, the i
stables are seldom cleared of refuse and all the greys were suffering be
from a disease called Dabbas said to be caused by a parasite m
brought in with the lucerne and to be harmless though unsightly, to
At the southern end of the Qurain tract lie the three reservoirs, Ti§
namely Ain Samha surrounded by a wall of rock twenty feet A
high and measuring about eighty by forty paces, from a deep
narrow fissure in the northern side of which flows the Saih stream ; Ai
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g Ain al Dhila about 100 by seventy paces in extent with a sheer
o precipice of forty feet on the cliff side and walls of lesser height
th on the other sides, and Ain Mukhisa, a pretty pond surrounded
e by reeds and tamarisk bushes about 150 by eighty paces in area
dgnt with banks about two or three feet high. As I have already
g noted the remains of subterranean aqueducts connecting these
tive last two reservoirs with the Saih stream are still in evidence.
The Owing to the immense depth of these reservoirs, which in spite of
auer countless attempts have never been fathomed,the water appears to
thlgf be almost black though in reality extraordinarily limpid and trans-
i parent, a stone cast into it remaining visible for an incredible time.
flon Leaving the Aiyun one strikes across the valley over a
fis tract of saline loam traversed by the extremities of the southern
s drainage channels until at a distance of three and a half miles

from Ain Mukhisa one reaches the village of Dhabaa, an Akhwan
one settlement founded only last year by the Beni Amir section of
e the Subai on the site of an earlier settlement now in ruins.
1aps Round the village lies a considerable area of well cultivation,
the cornfields for the most part with scattered patches of mis-
i cellaneous crops—cotton, pepper, saffron and the like, and the
ia village itself consists of an untidy straggling collection of mean
inds mud huts grouped around a pretentious mosque of typical
fers Wahhabi pattern with a Liwan or portico of seventeen pointed
lies arches. In estimating the population of an Akhwan settlement

one one must bear in mind the fact that all Akhwan are Badawin
er and to a large extent retain their nomadic tendencies, using their
the permanent settlements mainly as rallying points for religious
s exercise at such seasons as Ramdhan and of course at harvest
time (in their case the wheat harvest). Ibn Saud himself told
me that the able-bodied Akhwan population of Dhabaa was
1,000, a figure which includes all males above, say, twelve years
old: on the other hand the total number of rifles distributed to

for
Jals

|
)
t]

ds i iy . e
i this village is said to have been only 300 while the existing
ihe mud huts certainly do not number more than 250. [ should
: be inclined to estimate the population of the settlement at not
g pop

more than 1,000 souls all told, many of whom have not yet begun
I to build, though the total may in course of the next few years
& rise to 1,500 or 2,000 souls if and when the whole of the Beni
¥ Amir section settle down more or less permanently.

0 _ From Dhabaa one passes south-west across the bed of Shaib
g Ain to the small oasis of Naajan one and a half miles distant,

it

BRITISH
Advyan

Reference: IOR/L/PS/20/C169. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023576000.0x00001d



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023576000.0x00001d?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

duilgll jhs djisa
Qatar National Library

'Southern Nejd: Journey to Kharj, Aflaj, Sulaiyyil, and Wadi Dawasir in 1918.’
[12v] (29/100)

=} 16 i

near by to the east of which lie the scanty ruins of an older need
settlement said to be the original site of the village. The gt
modern village surrounded by palm-groves is a strongly fortified ad sr
compact little settlement with high walls and towers, about yahi
120 by seventy paces in area with a gate in the centre of the it
:vestern.wall, zt]}d contains a po.pulation of about 500 souls. gorth |
The oasis and village were occupied by Ibn Rashid as a base hl
of attack on Dilam during an expedition into Nejd about 1904 ; e
but Ibn Saud moving down to Kharj with lightning rapidit); e
passed the slumbering camp of his rival during the night and on g
the following morning when Ibn Rashid’s forces moved forward igh
agamst Dilam they were welcomed by an unexpectedly brisk ke
fire from the outskirts of the Dilam palm-belt and fled back to i
Hail vid Wadi Sulaiy. form
At a distance of a mile from the southern extremity of md 1
Naajan begins a continuous stretch of cultivation about four dato
miles long and of an average breadth of one mile, the most the
prosperous part of the valley, whose breadth is here reduced the
to about four miles on the one hand by an outcrop of rock called ]
Khashm al Kalb ending to the north in the triple-coned hill of - wist
Abu Walad running parallel to the edge of Tuwaiq between it Vi
and Dilam, and on the other hand by a long narrow strip of o
Nafudh called Arq Dhahi running along the western fringe of thot
the Biyadh with tongues of sand extending westward almost to dea
tl'le.conﬁpes of the Dilam oasis. This cultivated tract is sharply sol
divided mnto two sections, namely a northern section called tal
Muhammadi consisting mainly of cornfields grouped in patches tha
of twenty to thirty acres round detached qasrs and wells and of a Th
small number of detached walled palm-groves, each self-contained the
with gasr and well, and a southern section comprising the oasis of
of Dilam, about two miles long and one mile broad and containing sef
the ﬁnpst palm—grgves of the valley. In Muhammadi numerous the
threshing floors piled high with grain and chaff bore witness lm
to an abundant harvest, the reaping of which had been completed e
several days before our arrival though we had left the harvesters Da
of Riyadh still at work. The qasrs of this section must number i
about 100, each a square mud building with high walls loop- th]
holed and turreted and its population may be about 1,000 De
The oasis of Dilam contains a considerable number of outl,yin. da
buildings singly and in small groups of five or six nestling if :
the bosom of dense groves, while the town itself, the capital and g:;
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Ol indeed the only town of Kharj, lies about halfway down the
Th eastern boundary of the oasis open on that side to the valley
lfe and surrounded on the other sides by palm-groves. Surrounded
lfhgln by a high mud wall studded at frequent intervals with bastions
i of the same material and pierced by four gateways (one on the
%:]; north side, one on the south and two on the west), Dila,m‘ is
i roughly an oblong in shape with an IL-shaped recess at the
iditv’ north-east corner, the north and south sides are roughly 500
i yards in length, and the east and west sides are 400 yards. The
Tl north and south gates are connected by the main street which
sk traverses the whole length of the town, and is joined by side
kto streets from the two western gates, the more southerly junction

forming a sug of unpretentious proportions, between which
o and the eastern wall extends a blank space for the accommo-
four dation of caravans. The whole of the south-eastern corner of
st the town lying between this space, and the southern wall and
tced the sections of main street and eastern wall between them is
el occupied by a massive fort, the residence of the Amir, while
1ot west of the main street, close to the fort, is the chief mosque.
vt Viewed from the battlements of the fort the town looks less
o crowded and more regular in plan than most towns of Nejd and,
i though the sug does not convey the impression of doing a great

deal of business, the general appearance of the place is one of
iy solid prosperity, the total population of the oasis, which con-
ol tains a large settled Dawasir element, being probably not less
e than 7,000 soulg all t:olt'l, and 8,000 if Muhammadi 18 nglcluded.
fa The Amir of Dilam is invested with no formal authority over
b the villages of the Kharj valley, each of which has an Amir
lis of its own, but in virtue of his position as Amir of the premier
I settlement, he is referred to on matters of federal importance by

o

i the other Amirs, and exercises a vague jurisdiction within the
£ limits of the valley over the Badawin Dawasir, whose grazing
g area extends from Firzan—and indeed from the Arma and
o Dahana beyond it—without interruption down the narrow
s strip between the Tuwaiq on the one hand and the Biyadh on
@ the other, through the Aflaj to Sulaiyyil and thence to Wadi
r Dawasir. The plateau of Tuwaiq, southward of a line drawn
0 due west from the Aflaj, and the Nafudh Dahi separating Nejd
¥ proper from the wadi, also falls within their area of exclusive
& grazing rights.

d 9
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Striking southward on the morning of May 10 from Dilam W
we passed through, or close by, the three small villages of Bilaisa, the 4
Zumaiqa, and Furaih, the latter being about three miles south foverd
of the capital and the last settlement of the Kharj valley, low
though in former times there was another settlement called for th
Mushairifa, now in ruins, beyond it. From Furaih a march of bends
three miles south-south-east brought us to the edge of the Arq b,
Dhahi Nafudh, in the middle of which lay two small lakes, called b th‘.
Khabar el Kudan, fed by a branch of the Ajaimi torrent, and Se‘ﬂ
sal'd to contain water permanently. The Arq Dhahi at this Cf :h
point was about two and a half miles broad, rising to and falling :Otuﬁ
from a central sand ridge of considerable height, which we ?mm
traversed by a gap on a lower level. Shal

Passing out of the Nafudh we visited the twin clefts of havi
Khafs.Daghara under the cliff of the Biyadh ridge. One of belo
these is of little interest being a hole about thirty by twenty whi
paces I extent half filled up with stones and other debris from Aja
the hillside ; the other is a very curious and extraordinary k
phenome;non, being a gaping crevice in the side of the cliff the
about. sixty by seventy yards in area, half arched over by and
the cliff and the remaining half open ; its sides descend steeply dm'
some forty feet in the open section to a vast pool of water dark Ga\
and transparent like that of the Aiyun, bottomless as far as is 03'\5
kpowp and apparently extending far into the hillside in which “f1
direction frequent attempts have been made by Arabs to explore ([))lai

its mysteries without other result than the discovery of tunnels
leading nowhere. "
0

From_ the Khafs, we struck south-south-west for about the:
fifteen miles up the Ajaimi valley, into which unimportant d

tributaries run down from both sides, with the Tuwaiq and its .
offshoots on the right gradually converging on the (%(hartam by
ridge, as the flanking cliff of the Biyadh at the point is called .
until in due course we reached a confused mass of low hills
down through which the Ajaimi flows down into the Kharj . £
valley. Followmg_ the bed of the torrent, here a mixture of CO]
gravel and sand lined with tamarisks and other vegetation, we o
lsoon1 f?und ourse_lves'on a plateau slightly elevated above the ?b
gve of the Kharj plain and sloping down gently from the south. :
n either side the Tuwaiq and Biyadh gradually diverged :
south-west and south-east respectively. . Tzl
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;?Bgﬂﬂn We.ca'mped for the night about one mile above the exit of
" the Ajaimi under the great headland of Khashm al Khartam,
l.es o towering some 500 feet above the level of the plateau, and the
] vl following morning with Kharj well behind us we set our course
tt i for the Aflaj. Now cutting across the plateau to avoid wide
mateh bends of the channel and now along the bed of the Ajaimi
thedy itself, dotted here and there with pools of refreshing water left
i el by the floods of the past season, we steered south-west for about
i seventeen miles to a more or less permanent pool of water
i called Ghadir Halfawi, near which we camped for the night.
\ At this point, some 1,950 feet above sea-level, the Ajaimi, whose
\d,fa]hﬂg source is not far off to the west in some low hills standing out
b from the Tuwaiq, is joined by an important affluent called
‘ Shaib Halfawi draining the western slopes of the Biyadh and
tefy having its source near a headland called Khashm al Mishash,
(e below which lie the rough wells of Mishash al Niswan, from
trenty which it flows round in a wide semi-circle into line with the
1 frm Ajaimi.
inay It is actually into the Halfawi in the first instance that flow
he ol the important drainage channels of Wadi Birk, Shaib Tilha,
wer Iy and Shaib Ahmara whose extremities we crossed the following
stepl day in the first four and a half miles of our march in the order
ardutk given above. From the confluence of the last-named Shaib
A with the Halfawi we struck south-west across a bare level stretch
hie of sandy loam for nine miles to the southern boundary of the
ploe plateau marked by a broad expanse of gentle undulating bare
el stony downs called Insalah, the extremities of which impinge
on the Tuwaiq and Biyadh uplands on either side. Through
dhott these downs, whose general level is 2,200 feet above the sea,
ottt a number of unimportant streams, the last southern affluents of
ol the Sahaba system, run down into the Halfawi at some distance
i eastward of the point where we left it.
ol Our onward course now lay along a well-beaten track SSW.
© il through the Insalah downs, in times long past a scene of constant
g conflict ]oetween the various tribes—Dawasir, Al Murrah, Qahtan,
wi and Ateiba—but now thanks to the firm rule of Ibn Saud remark-
L able for the security even of solitary travellers: seven miles

further on the road climbs a low ridge on to another plateau
(3,400 feet above sea-level) called Dhaharat al Rajd from an
immense cairn erected on the road at the top of the ridge. The .
Rajd plateau, whose northern fringe forms the watershed between

o fle
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the Sahaba drainage system on the north and a vast number of
streams draining the slopes of the Tuwaiq and eventually collect-
ing at some point south of the Aflaj settlements in the Ghail
channel to flow south-east into the Biyadh, slopes gently south-
ward and extends twenty miles from north to south and perhaps
rather more from west to east between the Tuwaiq and the
Biyadh. The northern part of the plateau is almost level and
absolutely smooth and bare ; but as one proceeds south it becomes
more broken up by the passage of Shaibs and eventually it ends
in a series of switchback ridges. Our march, interrupted by
a halt for the night in a small nameless Shaib, ran practically
due south to the end of the plateau, the more important channels
crossed during the following day being Shaib Daiya, Shaib
Shitab, Shaib Ghina, and Shaib Alars, the last of which contain-
ing some rough shallow wells of excellent water called Mishash
al Ars. A bare mile beyond these wells the plateau, now about
2,100 feet above sea-level, ends abruptly at the edge of the
Aflaj plain, in which the palms of Umm Shinadhir and Wusaila
could be seen not far distant to the south-east. At this point
the edge of the Tuwaiq plateau projects eastward to within
about two miles of the road turning thence in a WSW. direction
along the western boundary of the Aflaj plain, which is separated
on the north-east from the distant rim of the Biyadh upland
by a broad tongue of the Rajd plateau running south-east
until it finally merges in the Biyadh itself.

Descending from the plateau we reached the twin villages
of Umm Shinadhir and Wusaila after a march of five miles,
at first across a broad, bushy depression running down from the
edge of the Tuwaiq along the foot of the Rajd, and thereafter
over a flat plain of loam with occasional patches of low sand dunes.
The following day (May 14) brought us to Laila, where we spent
May 15 and 16 visiting the various oases in its neighbourhood.
On May 17 we marched by a circuitous route to Badia, where
the following day was spent in excursions into the surrounding
country, and finally on May 19 we passed out of the Aflaj plain.
As in the case of Kharj it will be more convenient to deal with
the district as a whole than to describe my route in detail.

But first a few words regarding Palgrave’s claim to have
paid a flying visit to Aflaj in the course of his peregrinations in
Arabia in 1862—a claim, which must now after the lapse of over
fifty years be dismissed as an impudent attempt at imposture
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o on both positive and negative evidence which seems to me
llct irrefutable. In the first place by no stretch of the imagination
(rha] can the Aflaj district be described as barren and savage (vide
oufh Vol. 2, p. 76): it is fertile and civilized. In the second place
thapy Palgrave professes to have reached Kharfa in two days from
| the Riyadh : no route between the two places can be less than 140
| and miles in length—a distance to traverse which in so short a time
omes would have required an effort nearly if not quite beyond the power
ends of man or beast ;* yet one is left to gather from his account that
1 by he experienced no great difficulty in performing the feat. Thirdly,
all the ¢ villages ”’ of Safra and Meshallah are fictious of Palgrave’s
ek imagination and neither has ever had any existence in fact.
b Fourthly, the oasis of Kharfa lies in a broad plain as flat as
fal the palm of one’s hand and in no sense can the road to it be
hah said to lie in a ““ gorge of some depth ™ (vide Vol. 2, p. 80), the
ot rest of this passage being too absurd to need discussion. Fifthly,

the governor of the province does not and did not reside at
Kharfa, his seat always having been in the Laila oasis, formerly
in Mubarraz and now in Laila itself. Sixthly, Palgrave could
not possibly have visited Kharfa without seeing the other oases

the
sal
ol

gﬁ scattered far and wide over the plain, yet he ignores them ;
il and finally, nobody resident in the Aflaj district could have told
aud him that Wadi Dawasir lay a ¢ moderate day’s journey south
i of Kharfa ” (vide Vol. 2, p. 81), nor yet that Sulaiyyil lay three
day’s journey south of Bisha beyond Wadi Dawasir.
Further criticisms might be levelled at his account without
!lgis end, but the above will suffice to shew the crushing nature of the
{?1"' negative evidence against the admission of his claim; the
5 positive evidence that he obtained his information about the
& district from the lips of a casual visitor from the south, pre-
% sumably his friend of the unfortunate name, “ Bedaa of Nejran ”’,
- is less voluminous but no less crushingly convincing. Leaving
ol aside the hopelessly muddled account of the geography of the
& country south of Aflaj as unworthy of detailed criticism, we may
g suppose that Bedaa came up from the direction of Sulaiyyil
i vid Aflaj to Riyadh. Travelling more by night than by day it
i would be quite possible for him to have passed by Badia without
seeing it. He would. then quite naturally group the three
iwe contiguous oases of which Kharfa is one under the collective
i

* An express messenger from Ibn Saud reached me at Wadi Dawasir (300 miles from

o
8 Riyadh) in seven days, and this was considered a wonderful performance.
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name of Kharfa where he doubtless stopped to refresh himself. shout
The direct road thence to Riyadh would leave Laila and the other Unm
oases well away to the right—hence his omission, natural enough Buds
in an Arab, to mention them. Striking across the Rajd plateau ot
by the route above described he would naturally enough draw 1
rein in the Insalah downs, the name of which either he or Pal- which
grave garbled into the fancy form given by the latter, who is gat]
doubtless solely responsible for the village 7, and thence a8
following the direct route along the edge of Tuwaiq, thus avoiding’ fothe
Kharj, he_wo_uld have rested awhile in the Safra, a term commonly lne 0
used.to signify any bare stony tract of upland, and travelling The |
by night he would have passed through or close to Hair without talfa
noticing 1t and arrived at Riyadh on the morning of the third extre
day from Kharfa after a march of three full nights and part of three
the intervening days—a very different proposition to Palgrave’s !
performance. call

So much for Palgrave. The province of Aflaj comprises it

two distinet districts, one wholly situated on the Tuwaiq plateau U

and consisting of a number of scattered oases in the beds of various yard
ravines, the description of which I will reserve till I come to the and
account of my return journey, when I visited them, and the depr
other, the more important section, lying wholly in ‘the plain fifty
beyond the eastern extremity of the Tuwaiq slop . This section heié

of the Aflaj province comprises a vast, roughly circular plain the
about thirty-five to forty miles in diameter from west to east fve
and rather less than that from north to south. Tt is bounded
on the north by the Rajd plateau and on the west
range, W]_nile the other two sides are contoured
circular rim of the Biyadh tract, which at the sout
of the district very nearly touches the edge of the Tuwaiq slope ang

and on the north-east is overlapped as alread 0
jecting arm of the Rajd plateau. e aes e 1 i .

by the Tuwaiq exe
by the semi- the
h-west corner to}

Within these limits the plain is more or less flat except tl?(:
towards the south-east, where g rough limestone tract, called iy
Ghadhara, of no great elevation, interposes between the,settled fal
area and the Biyadh, and inclines gently from west to east th
being traversed in that direction by shallow sandy torrent beds "
1ssuing from the hill section of the province and bringing down a

annual floods therefrom to irrigate the oases, The settled and
cultivated portion of the district comprises an oblong strip lying E
north-east by south-west in the middle of the plain, measuring
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Ingef about five miles across and twenty-five miles in length from
2ot Umm Shinadhir on the north to the southern extremity of the
Tough Badia oasis, and containing some thirteen distinct oases to say
late nothing of a number of isolated patches of corn land.
e The most remarkable feature of the district—a feature from
il which it derives both its name* and great part of its prosperity,
o s greatly as the latter has obviously declined since ancient times—
bene, is a semi-circular group of eight spring-fed reservoirs, similar
ting to those of Kharj, lying close together half-way down the eastern
oty line of the settled area under the low rim of the Ghadhara tract.
elg The largest of these called Umm al Jabal is a regular lake about
thout half a mile long and a quarter of a mile broad lying at the southern
thi extremity of the semi-circle and bordered by low reedy banks on
atof three sides and the limestone cliff of the Ghadhara about twenty
e feet high on the east. Next to it northward lie two small pools

called Umm al Habbab, one about ten yards by three and the
other about sixty by forty yards in extent. Next northwards lies
Umm al Adhman a square pool between low banks about 100
oS yards each way. Umm al Dhiyaba beyond it contains no water
the and has become filled up with debris forming a broad circular
| the depression. Next comes Umm al Jurf a small reservoir about
' fifty by thirty yards in area between steep banks of no great
height of which one is formed by the Ghadhara cliff; and finally
the series is completed by two large basins called Bahra, respec-

tively about 500 by sixty yards and 300 by fifty yards in area.
All these reservoirs, like those of Kharj, are, with the

s
Mea

tlan
Ao
lan
et

ie];l exception of Umm al Dhiyaba, of immense depth and contain
It the same clear, dark water. The slope of the land is from south

to north with Umm al Jibal at the highest point, while to west
lmeer and north the plain is scored by the marks of a vast irrigation
g system of subterranean canals of the Kariz type extending
e towards the Kharfa group of oases on the west and Saih on the

north. The greater part of this chain of canals is in a state of
)epg ruin and decay, especially the western section which has long
b fallen into disuse owing to the failure of the flow of water from
I the three northern reservoirs. The remaining reservoirs still
i give a steady but exiguous flow issuing underground into Karizes,
o which flow northward under a broad expanse of high Nafudh,
‘W:il and thereafter, emerging into the open plain, run in narrow
!

[ng * This obvious fact is not realised, so far as I could ascertain, by the present population
| of the district.

g
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rivulets named after those of Hasa, until they merge in a single ool
channel named Samhan which feeds the prosperous oases of Saih. stged
Southward of Umm al Jabal the land seems to slope south- his ¢
wards along the edge of the limestone tract and at a distance o
of three miles from the reservoir another perennial stream, il
called Ain Suwaidan, whose source often sought for has never ad
been discovered, crops up out of the earth and irrigates the the
miserable little oasis of Ghauta. Still further south at about seven Teste
miles from Ghauta runs yet another aqueduct called Saqi Banna the)
which cropping up in the middle of the limestone tract, here fﬂj”
extending nearly to the borders of Badia, runs a short course ofd
into the unimportant palm-groves of Banna. .
Here and there on the limestone tract in the immediate LR
neighbourhood of these sources lie scattered groups of the same TeIL
circular, cairn-like ruins as I have described in connection with B
Kharj. The largest group, extending over an area of not less thel
than one square mile lies close to the Suwaidan rivulet, and vhi
others lie between the reservoirs and Saih, all bearing silent G
witness to the great prosperity of the past now gone perhaps for sIi¢
ever; for there can be little doubt that the dwellers in these 088
dead cities were not Arabs. fro
Ruins of a more recent date and of Arab type—mud walls she
and mud towers—are also found here and there about the district. A
The greater part of them can be dated by old men still living, fre
being the result of stress and strife from the time of Feisal onwards. al
The ruins of old Badia, of which more hereafter, take one back fiy
rather further, but the most interesting group is that which lies ]
east of Saih and consists of what appear to be the remains of a t

walled city of immense size, of which little is left but parts of
the outer wall and its protecting towers. To these ruins, called «
Qusairat Ad, the Arabs, supremely unobservant of anything

G
beyond the normal scope of their daily life and certainly unaware I
of the historical significance, almost indeed of the existence of Al
the cairn-like ruins above mentioned, have transferred a historical of
tradition—doubtless inherited from the past—which should Wl
almost certainly be applied to the more ancient ruin groups, if th
to any part of the Aflaj province. Here it was, they say, that it
the great King, Ad ibn Shaddad (or Shaddad ibn Ad?), ruled ap
In ancient days over a fertile country extending twenty day’s str
journey southward to his capital called Wubar, where he e

made himself gardens like Paradise and took to himself 2,000
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M il
gl concubines and a bodyguard of 2,000 warriors with 2,000 fiery
i steeds and the like appanages of a great kingdom. But in all
So his glory he forgot his God, who rose up and smote him in his
Stanee wrath with the west wind, the terrible Dubar, which raged un-
e, ceasingly for eight days and buried Ad and his earthly paradise
Tever and his fair kingdom with mountains of sand. The Aflaj felt
8 te the effect of the terrible catastrophe and lay in ruins until
seven restored to its present state in recent times; but to this day
Sanny the ruins of its old cities and canals and the great sand desert
,be far away beyond the Biyadh bear testimony to God’s handiwork
01t of old.

Modern Aflaj owes comparatively little to the sources of
diafe its ancient vitality. It is true that Saih, irrigated by what
salne remains of the old canals, is the finest oasis in the district, but it
vith is readily admitted by its people that the best parts of it owe
s their density to industrious well cultivation and to the floods,
and which sweep down from the hills twice or thrice each year.
Hlent Ghauta and Banna in spite of their perennial streams are but

small and miserable settlements and all the rest of the Aflaj
oases live by well irrigation eked out by the floods, which descend
from the hills at intervals during winter and spring in three
al shallow, sandy channels, namely, Umm al Jurf (known as Ghail or
i Ashaira in the hills) irrigating the northern part of the settled
i tract and passing between Umm Shinadhir and Wusaila, Batin
rd;. al Hamar (Kiriz in the hills) irrigating Kharfa and Saih, and
ok finally an unimportant stream from the lower slopes of Tuwaiq
s called Harm, with a branch called Khirr, which passes through
8 the Badia oasis to Banna.

The northern section of the settled area of the Aflaj district
consists largely of corn land disposed in scattered patches
4 centreing on the twin villages of Umm Shinadhir* and Wusaila.
¢ These two villages inhabited exclusively by Dawasir of the
Al Hasan section are generally considered as one under the name
of Wusaila ; indeed we were actually camped in Umm Shinadhir
i when, in answer to my enquiries, a resident of the village declared
i that there was no place of this name in the neighbourhood and
; it was not till later that I was told that the name while loosely
g applied to the whole group of gasrs comprising the village
strictly belongs to a particular well. Nevertheless, the two

sl
est

#One hundred and fifty-eight miles from Riyadh by my route, perhaps 145 miles if
my circuitous tour in Kharj be contracted.
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villages are quite distinct both in situation and character, Umm
Shinadhir comprising a strip of corn land about one and a half
miles long and a few hundred yards broad with some fourteen
qasrs, of which some are in ruins, scattered at short intervals
along it, while Wusaila is a wretched little hamlet of some thirty
houses with a few isolated qasrs standing amid cornfields and
five small palm-groves. The water in both villages is slightly
brackish except in one well in Wausaila, the average depth to
water being about eight fathoms. The total population is not
more than 250 souls of which Wusaila contains about 150.
North-east of these villages at a distance of about three miles
lies a fairly extensive corn patch with a few gasrs called Jufra
north-west at the same distance lie the ruins of Shajariya a
similar settlement long abandoned ; and a number of isolated
qasrs, standing in small corn patches, lie in the plain south-west
of Wusaila. These are Nahaqa, Sabah al Khair, and Qasr
Rawwas, all belonging to inhabitants of Laila.

The central section of the settled area 1s the most fertile _

and thickly populated, comprising the oases of Laila, Saih,
Ammar, Kharfa, Raudha, and Saghu—the last three forming
a continuous group—a large abandoned corn tract called
Makh Khadha and the network of canals already mentioned in
connection with the reservoirs.

Laila, the capital of the province and its only town, is situated
at a distance of three and a half miles from Wusaila on the
western fringe of a fairly large but somewhat straggling palm-
belt roughly one mile square. Backed by palm-groves on the
east side with broken patches of palms to north and south the
town of Laila, with its high walls and two large forts, one occupied
by the official governor of the province and the other by the
leading family of the Ajjalin subsection of Al Hasan, makes
quite an imposing picture. The governor’s fort projects slightly
from the western wall, which crosses a small torrent bed on a
primitive arch, through which flood water passes into the town
to a rough depression outside the north wall. There are three
gates, one in the west wall flanked by the fort, one in the south
wall and one facing north, while on the east side the palms
come right up to the wall. The entrance to the fort is on the
east side faced by an open, oblong space, three sides of which are
lined with about forty small shops, while the central space seemed
at most times to be crowded with women hucksters, whose
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Uy goods consisted largely of vegetables and articles of apparel.
Lag The main street runs from the north to the south gate across
ity the eastern end of the Suq and is connected with other parts of
fer the town by cross lanes. The town is irregular in pattern and
iy has two small suburbs named Hazaimi and Marair and another
d? i without name at no great distance from the northern wall—
Ity these being inhabited exclusively by negro freed men, who seem
ot to form a considerable proportion of the population of the Aflaj
1 - settlements and particularly of Saith. The bulk of the 4,000
i souls, which at a rough estimate constitute the population of
s Laila, are of the Ajjalin subsection of the Al Hasan.
lufa; Facing the town across an open space beyond its northern
i a suburbs and occupying an angle in the north-west corner of the
Tated oasis stands the rival settlement of Mobarraz, once a town,
e indeed once the capital of the province and the seat of the
(as Wahhabi governor but now no more than a straggling village
buried in the remains of its dismantled glory ; for in the turbulent
ol days of the past constant strife raged between the Ajjalin of
S, Laila and the Al Buras (another subsection of Al Hasan) of its
ity rival and the open space between them was the scene of many a
alle pitched battle. Abdulla and fate sided with the Ajjalin and, in
din spite of assistance from Saih, Mobarraz succumbed, its fortifica-
tions and large part of its dwellings were razed to the ground
el and it was degraded from the proud position of capital. Many
fle of the Al Buras were slain, many were banished and the present
I population of the village is probably not more than 1,000 in-
fhe cluding representatives of other subsections of Al Hasan,
fhe particularly Al Hajji, a considerable number of negroes and a
il small subsection of Subai called Al Rashud.
it In the middle of the oasis there is a small hamlet called

Rumahi containing a population of about fifty souls; a number
of gasrs mostly in ruins and buried deep in sand lie along the
north-east side of the palm-belt, and finally in the open to the
south of Laila at the south-western corner of the oasis is a neat
little irregular-shaped walled village called Jufaidariya con-
i talning a population of about 500.

Of the palm-groves and the oasis in general, whose total
population will be seen above to be about 6,000, including
detached qasrs, little need be said beyond that they are of very
unequal quantity and density. Wells are plentiful and water
abundant at about six to eight fathoms below ground-level;
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the dates of the oasis, comprising mostly the varieties known ag the D
Siri, Safri, Makwizi, and Nabt al Saif, are of excellent quality ; sous
cotton is grown in a desultory fashion, never in fields but as a lan
stopgaps and border plants; saffron, lucerne, and egg-plant 0f e
are largely cultivated ; wheat is grown to a limited extent and enero
the ordinary fruit trees of Nejd are found in fair profusion— prisin
pomegranates, vines, peaches, and apricots, the fruit of the sectic
first-named being gathered unripe and used exclusively for Saih,
the extraction of a dye for women’s garments. |

No account of Laila would be complete without at least haml
passing mention of the tragedy enacted in its market place in of th
1910 on the occasion of the Araif rebellion. The rebel standard ‘
was first raised at Hariq, whose leading men declared for the time
descendants of Saud and on Ibn Saud’s approach accompanied cirey
them in their flight southward. Hariq was partially destroyed thes
in revenge for its disloyalty ; Hauta saved itself from like treat- ate
ment by refusing the fugitives asylum and the hapless rebels fron
fled ‘to the Aflaj where they received some show of support. sma
Ibn Saud’s swift pursuit and unexpected arrival before Laila et
however prevented the rebel situation developing and, the morf
pretenders themselves having sought safety in flight to Mecca, Bat
their Hariq supporters threw themselves on the mercy of Ibn all

Saud and surrendered at discretion,whereupon nineteen of them, secf
including seven of the chief citizens of Hariq, were led out in ang
pairs into the centre of the market place and solemnly decapitated Ha
in Ibn Saud’s presence. the

About three miles to the south-east of Laila lies the splendid s
oasis of Saih, lying roughly north-west by south-east and measur- fic
ing nearly two miles in length and one mile across its broadest of
part. Watered, as I have already noted, by perennial streams,
floods from the hills and wells, Saih is by far the most flourishing

of the Aflaj oases; its palm-groves are extremely dense and thy
as one would expect, there is a good deal of subsidiary cultivation, fig
fruit trees, vegetables and the like, The oasis consists of two for
distinct but contiguous sections, each of which contains one an
village of moderate size and g number of petty hamlets. The sha

western section is called Saih (Al Dunya) and belongs mostly
to a group of thirty Ashraf families of Yemeni origin under the mil
headship of Mohammed ibn Fahhad, a delightful, robust old el
Sherif of some fourscore years, who represents the twelfth Seet
generation settled in the village since its original capture from |

e qasy
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'tktl]lsa%& the Dgwasir. The Ashraf element numbers perhaps some 200
I bm{‘ souls in all who arrange for the cultivation of their groves by
e-]m a large and sturdy negro population numbering some 3,000.
Xégpa“} Of recent years there has apparently been a good deal of
| 1 encroachment by purchase on the Ashraf possessions by enter-
O prising merchants and others of Laila, while a small part of this
t of section belongs to members of the Qainan subsection of Al Hasan.
Vel fy Saih, an untidy unwalled village of about 300 mud huts with two
mosques, stands at the southern extremity of the oasis, while two
i ]*‘3;*‘ hamlets called Lazidi and Fuwaidhiliya at the other exrtemity
plti of the same section are wholly occupied by negro tenants.
sl The eastern section of the oasis is called Qutain (or some-
for times Saih al Agsa) from its chief village which lies in two semi-
mpati circular unwalled sections separated by a torrent channel on
St the south-east side of the oasis. Other settlements in this section
t are the small twin hamlets of Atmara and Rifa standing out
§ ek from the eastern palm fringe, a short way north of Qutain, a
uppert small group of gasrs called Qasr Anaizan further north, a
¢ Lah detached grove and large qasr called Tuwairif separated from the
, fe northern extremity of the oasis by the storm channel of the
Nt Batin al Hamar and finally, a small group of gasrs called Qasr
of [ al Khalaf half-way between Qutain and Saih. All the Qutain
then sections belong to Al Hasan Dawasir of the Ammar, Tamim,
ottt : and Qainan subsections with a small number of Akhwan of the
itate Hamid subsection occupying Qasr al Khalaf. Practically all
the Al Hasan owners are nomad absentee landlords and the
lndi resident population consists largely of negroes, the total popula-
sl tion of the section being about 1,000. The resident population

adt of the whole oasis thus amounts to some 4,500 souls of whom a
- very large proportion are negroes.

g Saih was always in the past a bitter rival and enemy of
the Ajjalin of Laila, but of recent years there has been little
fighting—in fact since 1910 when Qutain was deprived of its
fortifications on account of its exhibition of Araif tendencies
and Mohammed ibn Fahhad himself very narrowly escaped

anl
tio,
o
e

i sharing the fate of the Hariq contingent.

d West of Saih and south of Laila at a distance of about two
it miles from either lies the small village and oasis of Ammar,
d belonging as its name indicates exclusively to the Ammar sub-
" section of Al Hasan. The village, which with one or two outlying

& qasrs may contain a population of some 500 souls, forms a more
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or less regular oblong 250 yards long and 100 yards broad ; it is
surrounded by a wall of uneven height dotted at frequent
intervals with high strongly-built towers altogether out of pro-
portion to the size of the village. The only gate worthy of the
name is in the south wall; the main street of the village runs
thence northward for about 150 yards when it is brought to a
stop by a high tranverse building flanked by several towers of
large proportions, the residence of the local Amir. A doorway
through this building gives access to a continuation of the main
street, which finally ends at an open gap in the northern wall—
a gateway strangely out of keeping with the heavy fortifications
of the rest of the village. The eastern extremity of the oasis
appears to have been a good deal encroached upon by a strip
of heavy Nafudh extending in the direction of Saih.

At a distance of about one and a half miles south-west of
Ammar lies the northern extremity of the last oasis group of
the central section, extending about three miles from north to
south with an average breadth of half a mile. The group consists
of three distinct oases, namely, Kharfa on the north, Raudha in
the middle, and Sughu on the south.

The Kharfa oasis consists of two thin straggling palm-belts
running east and west with a narrow strip of corn and lucerne
fields between them. The northern palm-belt is traversed by
the storm channel of the Batin al Hamar, and besides a number
of self-contained gasrs contains the parent village, the greater
part of which is in ruins betokening a greater degree of prosperity
in the past. The inhabited part of %}Je village is a very small
fairly compact block of mean mud huts not more than seventy
yards long and fifty broad. A small outlying hamlet stands
at the eastern extremity of the southern palm-belt in which
whil is largely interspersed among the straggling palms. The
population of the whole oasis cannot be more than 1,000 souls
if as much and is wholly of the independent Ghiyathat section
of Dawasir, the explanation of whose Intrusion into Al Hasan
territory I was unable to ascertain.

Raudha is separated from the southern fringe of Kharfa
by a narrow open space studded with copious ruins and consists
of a miserable straggling palm-belt with a good deal of mis-
cellaneous cultivation, in which stands the village of Raudha
itself'a compact little square with high walls and tall towers
tapering curiously almost to a point at the upper extremities ;
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close by the village stand two small hamlets—Raqaisiya to the

o west and a nameless settlement of people from Saih to the south.
I With the exception of this element from Saih the population
li of Raudha, numbering some 500 in all, belongs wholly to the
K Mubarak subsection of the Al Hasan.

i Sughu, the last oasis of the group, lies immediately south
L of Raudha and consists of only a few groves, a small area of

] cornfields and a tiny hamlet of some seventy or eighty houses
o containing, with a few isolated gasrs in the groves, about 300
- inhabitants.

I A march of eleven miles SSW. across a flat plain with occa-
I sional outcrops of sand brings one to Badia, a large oasis, which

with the few scattered settlements lying along the edge of the

Ghadhara tract to the west makes up the last or southern section

i of the settled tract of the Aflaj district.

i Badia is reputed to have been in ancient times the chief
city of Aflaj. That this southern section was in very ancient

; times the most important part of the district seems to be amply

1 borne out by the extensive ruin fields along the fringe of the
Ghadhara tract, of which I have already made mention. In
more recént, say medieval, times the Badia oasis is said to have
been occupied by a tribe or family called Al Asfar, regarding
whose origin I could obtain no information ; the Asfar gave way
to the Jumaila section of the Anaza when the latter spread
over Nejd, on whose character and destinies they have left
so strong a mark; for indeed froin the members of the ruling
family downwards throughout the length and breadth of Nejd
all that is not dour and sour is probably traceable to Anaza
sources or Anaza influence. The Jumaila in turn were driven
out of the district by the Dawasir invasion which appears to
have taken place within the last two centuries.

The vicissitudes of fortune which Badia has passed through
have left a legacy of ruin and decay and one of the three distinct
sections into which the oasis can be divided is called Haddam,
the ruin field, the site, to judge by its extensive remains, of a
once large and flourishing city.

The second section or Badia proper occupies about two-
thirds of the remaining area of the oasis and comprises a number
of hamlets and isolated gasrs scattered about its straggling
shapeless palm-belt and cornfields. This section is inhabited

by the Sukhabira subsection of Al Hasan, numbering perhaps
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some 1,500 souls distributed among the three hamlets of Salma,
Suq, and Butina and the various gasrs. Salma and Suq appear
originally to have formed a single walled village which it incurred
the wrath of and was destroyed by Abdulla. Suq is now a
wretched straggling, misnamed collection of mean huts on either
side of a single street, while Salma retains a portion of its old
high wall and is a small compact block. Butina is a small
unwalled hamlet west of Salma. A ruined hamlet called Mishrif
stands out about a quarter of a mile from the northern fringe of
the oasis and another called Umm al Zubbaiyara lies between
it and Salma close to the ruins of the western wall of Haddam.
The palm-groves are irrigated by numerous wells about seven or

eight fathoms in depth and by the small torrent bed of Harm,
which ends in the oasis.

A branch of the Harm called Al Khirr separates Badia
proper from the third section of the oasis called Quraina which
contains one small walled village of that name, a small group of
ruins called Qasr al Ala and a few qasrs. The total population
of this section, belonging to the Shakara subsection of Al Hasan,
1s not more than 500 souls and its palm-groves are of poor
quality.

About two miles east of the oasis lies a small prominent,
knoll called Qurain round whose foot lies a fairly large patch of
old cairn-like debris. Another mile south-east of Qurain lies the
head of an aqueduct called Kharaizan in which runs a weak
perennial stream eastward for one mile to the small palm-strip of
Banna. Here are three small qasrs occupied by the negro
tenants of the plantation and at a distance of half a mile beyond
them are the ruins of half-a-dozen qasrs which with the corn-
land around them have long been abandoned owing to the failure
of the aqueduct.

North of Banna at a distance of four miles lies a narrow
strip of palms with a small hamlet of about 200 inhabitants
calleld Marwan. This plantation lies on loamy soil highly
impregnated with salt in the bed of a torrent called Thuwair
which ends abruptly at the eastern end of the palm strip in the
rough limestone of Ghadhara.

The remaining plantations of Razaiqiya and Ghauta lie
respectively north and north-east of Marwan, the former con-
taining six and the other only two (both deserted) miserable
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[ I —————— - S ——
BN - .
I huts in a setting of moribund palm-groves watered in the case
pear of Razaiqiya by wells and in that of Ghauta by the exiguous
mq stream of Suwaidan.
Vi With my visit to Badia and its surroundings a very pleasant
ther sojourn in the plain district of the Aflaj province came to an end
ol and on the morning of May 19 we loaded up and resumed our
ul travels: but, before proceeding to a description of our journey
b and the country trave}’sed, it will not be out of place to make a
o few remarks on the climate and the people of the province.
Water, as we have seen, is both abundant and of excellent

A quality especially at this season when the floods of winter and
s spring have renewed and, what is more important, cleansed the
Lor supply. The climate during my brief stay was unexpectedly
i, pleasant, the temperature ranging from a minimum of 60° F.

during the hour preceding sunrise to a maximum (recorded in
tia a double fly forty pound tent thrown open to the prevailing
ith wind) of 113° F. in the afternoon ; these figures were the lowest
iof and highest recorded during the period from May 13 (evening)
ion to May 19 (morning), while the average would be a few degrees
mo higher and lower respectively ; at nights a blanket was indis-
i pensable as the temperature runs down very suddenly from

about 8 p.m. The prevailing wind during these days was
ot from the south varying occasionally to south-east or south-west
o and generally of moderate strength, while on two days the wind
he veered round quite suddenly to the north for a few hours from
& noon onwards. The late afternoons and nights were generally
o windless.
m As for the people they are uniformly inert, bigoted and
d ignorant though not actively fanatical unless disturbed. The
I attitude of the better classes, if one can call them such, to my
re ¢ visit was one of sullen resignation and passive objection; the

Amir himself, a native of Sulaimiya in Kharj, though -polite
and even cordial in deference to Ibn Saud’s injunction, made
little secret of his personal disgust at the intrusion of such as
me among God’s people; and finally the common folk and
especially the women and children evinced a certain amount of
awesome curiosity and collected in little groups at a safe distance
to inspect the representative of a race reputed—doubtless
owing to the teachings of the so-called learned men—" to eat
men and ravish women.”  This fantastic idea apparently
prevails quite seriously throughout Southern Nejd. Only on
3

BRITISH
Advyan

Reference: IOR/L/PS/20/C169. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qgdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023576000.0x00002f



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023576000.0x00002f?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

duilgll jhs djisa
Qatar National Library

'Southern Nejd: Journey to Kharj, Aflaj, Sulaiyyil, and Wadi Dawasir in 1918.’
[21v] (47/100)

EERE

one occasion however was there any active sign of hostility, ot ive
namely at Laila where a couple of my party were driven away unber 01
from a private well, where they certainly had no business to be, mifipt, !
with shouts of Kafir, to which they responded by rushing back ended
to camp for their firearms and reinforcements Fortunately, if Shab
I'soon realized what was afoot and was able to check the mischief bpressor
before it went any further. Personally, I enjoyed complete e of £
liberty to go about the town and the various oases and, though Ve
the people neither greeted me or my companions nor returned s fron
our greeting, they were generally polite when actually spoken to. Vagren «

What remains of the Aflaj plain after Badia (roughly 2,150 mith the

feet above sea-level and 190 miles by my route from Riyadh)

dotted
slopes gently southward to the important drainage channel of

chamnels
Shaib Hunnu, which being a continuation of the Haddar ravine ftom. wh
(called Shaib Hasraj in the hills) collects the drainage of all the thioush
ravines of Tuwaiq north and south of Haddar, spread over an o
area of some thirty miles in all, and flows out into the plain, at Dhahali
first along the edge of the Biyadh and after a course of some fim and
miles into and through it presumably to the great desert. We i broad
reached and crossed the storm channel of the Hunnu, about wlld
which there was plentiful fresh-looking scrub, thorn bushes, ete., dheady
after a south-westerly march of some seven miles from Badia, tandin
and beyond it ascended the gentle slope of the Biyadh which thedraig
at this point throws out a great triangular projection to within Pom ¢
a few miles of the edge of Tuwaiq. Our course now lay SSW. g
over an immense upland tract of a monotonous grey-white lime bk
gently inclined to north and west and traversed by a number .
of insignificant depressions draining the slope into the Hunnu dm:*n‘
behind us. The first of these depressions was Khufaisa running i
north-east ; a mile or so beyond it we crossed the Umm al ibnsle
Muraib running across our path from south-east to north-west, i N
and finally, some ten miles after crossing the Hunnu, we entered g
and followed the course of Shaib Sudair, a channel of some I
importance draining a considerable area of the Biyadh by several W{ell |
branches running generally from south-east to north-west into )
the Hunnu. Following the Sudair for four miles we camped pvonds
for the night and on the following morning reached a low ridge Years
(about 2,500 feet above sea-level) two miles on, which is both ﬂogk
the source of the Sudair and the watershed between the Hunnu whlc_k
and the Maqran drainages. Sl
From this point we entered a shallow saucer-like depression :Oth
angj
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o,

i&; about five miles in diameter and draining from all sides into a
ey number of small bush patches, known collectively as Al Kar-
bacﬁ midiyat, in the centre, crossing which .to its further lip we
" descended the gentle outer slope of the Biyadh along the course
i of Shaib Muraikha to its confluence with a large bushy
,l depression called Shaib Hauzaiyya about five miles from the
i edge of the Karmidiyat saucer.

‘I“gh We were now out of the Biyadh tract whose outer cliff
1 runs from this point south for two miles to the head of the
“f]' Magran depression and thence south-west, its sides enclosing,
L with the distant edge of the Tuwaiq, a vast triangular depression
d dotted with broken ridges between which a number of broad
[,‘)f channels run down to a central basin or junction (Maqran)
b from which a single channel carries their superfluous water
the through the heart of the Biyadh towards the southern sands.
a Of these channels the most important are the Shutba and
T Dhabahiyya which drain the Tuwaiq plateau from its western
B rim and emerging on the plain at its eastern extremity run down
We in broad bushy channels on either side of a large isolated ridge
ug called Mughali until they meet in the Maqran. The Hauzaiyya
g, already mentioned drains a small isolated ridge called Fard
1 standing out from Tuwaiq into the Shutba, which also receives
Clh the drainage of the Biyadh slope from a small Shaib called Hawi.
i From the west and south-west the Dhabahiyya receives the
I drainage of two channels namely Shaib Atur, separated from it
I by a thin tongue of sand and apparently rising in a low group of
o ridges called Farda ibn Muwwash, and Shaib Sahab running
U down from the southern watershed of the Maqran system
g between the rim of the Biyadh and the eastern edge of Farda
i ibn Muwwash, which to all intents and purposes forms a second
b triangular projection of the Biyadh towards Tuwaig.

i The junction or Maqran itself is a large well-wooded basin,
¢ well stocked with gum-bearing Acacias (Talha) and other trees

I of considerable size, and chiefly remarkable for its three large
) ponds (Khafs), which though of recent formation, have for several
I years held a permanent supply of water, to which the Badawin
; flock in vast numbers from the waterless pastures around and

which has resulted in a substantial shortening of the Aflaj-
Sulaiyil road by cutting off the detour formerly made for water
to the hamlet of Shotba at the edge of Tuwaiq. These ponds,
ranging in size from eighty by thirty yards to twenty by fifteen
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