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It is of 
importance here to notice a ne"' 

po-'er 

the Zahib tribe 
p"hich the V/ahabee 

sheiih established 

in the tract of 
country from Masse Id om to 

Ra.mse .whicn 

he 
placed under the r>overnment of 

Hussain bin All 

v 
*ho '"as the 

Sheikh of Ramse,and of t-o strong torts, 

called Te^uera and Bithney ,y. 
T 
hich Sahood took iron tne 

Joasmees,and conciliated Hussain Ali to his 
support. 

The 
Imam,anxious not to break 

,r 
ith tne Jahabees, 

refrained from acting 
against this trice, vhicn it 

would have been for his interest to have done. 

3.G.Records XIV P.44. 

Among the so 
called Azdite families who 

migrated 

into Nejd and were 
driven out of there b} 

Sapor.II 

in A.D.31G**30u and whom 
> 
>r 

author locates in 

Oimn are the 
Hadiyah, 

SoJcZ- 

Imams.of Oman p. VIII. 

Rahinah bin Matar al Hav 
r 

aly Joined Mahomed bin Nasir 

with a 
following ’"ho did not kno~" good arabic. 

and could not distinguish hfs friends from his 

enemies. 
(17330 

ibid p.l?l. 

He fell in with three boats belonging to the 

esh Shuaihiyyin who are a 
Iribe o£ the cl Hav'alah ff 

of Julfar. ibid. p.A39. 
* 

0 The llizen appear to have occupied the Shemal 
or 

Mu 

ssendom and ^ere succeeded there 
by the Shihiyyeen, 

a small tribe. 
Miles p. 5. 

The weathering of cape Mussendum has always 
seen 

i e 0 
^idecl ith dread by Arab navigators passin^, in 

and out of the gulf 
on account of the 

gales of wind 

and the strong currents that prevail there. 

. 

Miles 449. 
Juliar 

was almost 
invariably 

made 
use of b’ the Arab 

in those days 
as a 

military port in preference to 

Sohar dr 
Muscat,o’^ing 

to -the dread they entertained 

of rocks and currents.at cape Kussandum. 
A.D,$42 

Miles 105. 

5Reference: IOR/R/15/6/246. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100057843639.0x000006

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100057843639.0x000006?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


'File 8/63 MUSCAT STATE AFFAIRS: SHIHUH TRIBE.' [3v] (6/56)

6Reference: IOR/R/15/6/246. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100057843639.0x000007

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100057843639.0x000007?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


'File 8/63 MUSCAT STATE AFFAIRS: SHIHUH TRIBE.' [4r] (7/56)

SHIHUH 

Profess ilahomedanisn but are 
unobservant 

01 its 
f orr 

' iS 

and ceremonies to the last 
decree,ana in 

2 
.zict 

■» 
ill 

entertain 
no 

religious instructors.The chiei Ox t.ie 

■.7ahabees v;as 
long unable to convert tnem to tneir 

systems of either 
religion 

or 
piracy 

nor 
would they 

pay him tribute. Their 
language is different from 

that of the 
otheretribes,and as' there are many 

individuals among t icm 
remarkable for the rednesr- of 

their hair, it may fairly be concluded 
/^as fne Aia->o 

* v declare,that their language is formed from 
corruptions 

of the dialects of their 
Portuguese and Danish 

ancestors engrafted on an 
impure stock of the Arabic. 

Both tnese nations have settlements in Amsandurn and also 

at Khasab.a bay to the westward of t e 
promontory 

on the 
main,where ir re 

rra6,and exists also at present 

a 
flourishing manufactory of cloth,of a 

peculiarcsort 

n’hich has long been used as ̂ 'rappers for head and loins 

throughout the two shores of the gulf. Khasab too is 

said to contain descendants of the Porutguese in the 

humble capacity of fishermen. 

Col Taylor 1818. 3.G.R.XXIV p.13 
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5 d) 

setting for the Bihlica.l story of Job, in Onan 

appears to be somewhat far fetched. 

To quote frora the bible itself. 

"0 daughter of Edon that dwellest in t e 
land of 

La. 4. 21 

. 

Uz" 

« 
Concerning Edom,thus saith the Lord of Hosts; 

Is wisdom no mure 
in Teman ? ” 

Je.49.7. 

From the above it r^ould appear that the land 

of Uz is more 
likely to have been situated near 

Edom "here it is placed on 
biblical maps. 

I do not kno 
,xr 

on "hat 
authority Hr Thomas 

identifies the word 3LIUIAEI which appears on 
Ptolemys map of Arabia published! in Hogarths 

enetration of Arabia,with the Bani Bu Ali, 

his tribe 
was 

known and referred to by Ar b 

Historians 
as the Bani lemim till the 

beginning 

of last century vide Imams and Seyyids of Oman 

translated by G.P.Badger. 

The Harth tribe of Sharkiya also 

derive from the Bani Teraim. 

It is curious to note that the founders of tetfa 
and Sufriyyah 

he hhhabi.ajidx!!* 
Ibadhi/sects belonged to this 

considerable and widely scattered tribe. 
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Shihuh. 

A letter from the Resident at 
Bunderick dated 

3rd 1756 published inSelections of State Papers 

1600-1800. mentions that the Dutch intended 

settling ei Pity families of Chinese on 
Karrack 

island. 

The Dutch remained 17 years on this 
island from 

-748 to 1765. 
During 

that time the population of the 

island increased from 
a few 

hundred to 12,000. 

La Oolfe Perse par Vadala. 
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As from H 
Lupin‘*, 

at Ahasab. 

31st March 1930, 

The Hcn’ble the Political Resident, 

Persian Gulf, 

B U S H I R E 
, 

Sir, 

I have the honour to submit my appreciation of 

the recent troubles in RIPUS Ah JABAL. 

I. Preliminary note on Shihuh rolltics, 

XI. hist of villages and chief personalities with 
sketch may to illustrate. 

III. Diary of events. 

XV. Translations of five ahihuh letters. 

V. A summing up. 

VI. The present situation. 

I have the honour t o 
be, 

t»ir. 

Your obedient servant, 

ad. B.S. Thomas. 

Wazir to 
h.xa. 

the Sultan of Muscat & Oman. 
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»R 1 

® 
i 

irreiiminary note on 
Shihuh politics, 

A brief note would appear to be necessary to give 

recent eirents a 
bacicground. 

The Shihuh are the 
rude, suspicious and wild 

inhabitants of RU l US AL 
JAbAh. hossibly in part aboriginal 

nal 
( 
their alleged descent from the Azdite invader of 

the 2nd Centu^iry A.h. Malik bin tfaham is 
improbable) 

they 
are more 

ignorant and uncouth than their neighbours 

either of Trucial Oman or 
of the oulanante.hthnologically 

cally they 
are not one. The Kumazara of the 

villages of 

Aumz&r exclusively and of Ahasb and i.imah partly are 

Iranian elements,racially and linguistically peculiar, 

and it is 
they who have established a 

shaikhly ascendancy 

over tne southern half of the 
ahihuh, by v/hich tribe in 

name and 
politics they have been absorbed. This southern 

confederation by name J^ani bhatair and a northern one 

.Bani Hadiyah together compose the Sihhuh Ixkx tribe. The 

seats of their Shaikhs are Dibah and Khasb 
respectively. 

These towns are the 
foci of Shihuh politics. The tv/o 

Sheikhs are 
generally regarded 

as 
equal and rival, iheir 

respective confederations the jsani nadiyah and the nani 

shatair v with which is associated the 
numazaaca) 

are 

traditional enemies and are 
normally divided by old 

blood feuds. 

nistoric&lly, the keeping of the tribal peace 

between these tv/o elements has been the ‘raison d^tre 1 

of the sulatanate wall at nhksab. 

The Shihuh, v/hen free from external cares are 

thus a house divided 
aganist itself, but they unite in 

the face of the common enemy 
-traditionally the neighbouring 

ing ^wASIm tribe, ihe shihuh belong to the ninawi factior 

the tyAWASIM to the U-nAFARI faction. The menace which the 

^AWASIlti. constituted for the inhabitants of musandam. 
j 
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rage -i 2 i 
- 

Musandam accounts for the merging of the humazara and 

interior Shihuh elements: it also explains the adhesion of 

the Shihuh tribe as a whole 
to the Muscat State. The Shihuh 

looked to the Imam Saiyid Sa^d bin sultan for protection 

from the i^awasim when he waged hie wars 
against the common 

enemy in the early years of the last century, tfrom the time 

of Saiyid sa^d son 
saiyid Thuwaini onwards 

a 
tfali appointed 

ed from Muscat has throughout, it is believed, resided at 

rihasab fort. The presence of this wall was 
desirable to the 

Shihuh standing 
as it 

did for the moral support of Muscat, 

vis a vis the 
i^awasim. And the wali functioned vide Miles 

Vol. 2 pp.446 in the manner i have indicated. 

The last shihuh 

- 

^AwASim trouble occurred in 1922 

ostensibly 
over a 

territorial question connected with rtAMS 

and SHA 
, AfkJ a 

local Alsace -Lorraine. One of ri.M. Ship was 
employed for the conference. The issue favoured tne 

fyAWASllh 

Several Shihuh sheikhs og whom one was 
sheikh nasan the 

present Malcontent 
v/ere 

taken off to Muscat and imprisoned 

there. To the unwillingness or 
inability of Muscat to 

maintain its traditional support of shihuh versus 
^AV/ASIm 

in the day of trouble, may be ascribed a 
certain cooling of 

their loyalty, cause at any rate is not to be found in any 

excess of state interference rather the reverse, for the 

v*ali‘s authority for some years 
past has been shadowy: 

Revenue taken from the shihuh is of the lightest kind, none 

in fact outside the twon of Ahasab where a nominal ‘zakat* 

in kind on 
dates, 

onions and 
sheep provides about 600 rupees 

annually 

- 
a 
bagatelle, and not sufficient to maintain the 

fia.ll and his askaries. Customs imposts are nowhere 
imposed 

on the shihuh as 
they 

are elsewhere 
along the suiAAnate 

gggy 

17Reference: IOR/R/15/6/246. Copyright for this page: Unknown

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100057843639.0x000012

http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100057843639.0x000012#share?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100057843639.0x000012?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


'File 8/63 MUSCAT STATE AFFAIRS: SHIHUH TRIBE.' [9v] (18/56)

-: 
S 

: 
- 
j- 

w 

. 
a a*;ui seJ' 

: : 
3 :9lr in. in- .• 

ii 

... 
:: n 

. 
j n 

• 
l- 

^ 
.' 3 ..: n 

• 
J 

... 
e 1- 

3 ; j 
. 
y 

• V4 -i- . 

. . • 

. ■ • 
T 

- 
J. ; .' 3 

.ii 
.3 9 *i , 

3~ C 
- 

t u'. 3 
. 

.: 

t 
vt. 

' ■ 

*1 > 
t'l 

) :• ---•i*.. 
■ 
3 
> 

1 >‘l 

. _ 
& :? L 

SSI I ti 3 f 
. . 

no 9.L o : 
. 
x 
n 

.. 

. . .. 
.10, 

.. .. . . 
0. 

• 
.0::. .•'• •: 

. . 

A 
. 

o 
. 

ii 
' 

: 
. •. 

) 9 -t. .•;• nv. 

.. 

& 

■■■ ■■ 
.:zo 

o 
j & '>0a 

■ 
ic 

yj -1 i or-ui 10 aso 

O XXX3^190 J3 1)0U110 3.3 on 
t 
• 

. 

' 
*.. )_ t 

^2*. 

• • 
•_ 0 IQ ..•_ C '£ .A O: .O 

3 inn; 
t 
Ani osocr. s-.n Ao 

. . 
.i. i on- V. Ao:n. n o- 

.. 

V3; 

■ . 
; 

^ 

. . - 
, ' 

rto 

n :n 0. 
.. 

$ 305 
. 

*J. 
... 

.O n 

' 
ti 

: 
. 

.if in. 

. 
1. ...2 3 n 0 XV ox. 

V • 
n ._o 

. 
: 
. 
x An 'i 

.\ n 

• 
'vt 

• . 

\i 
..nn J D 

f 
. . 

n 
. 

.ioo 9 
Lt ioi 

0 
i oi. 

. 

i-tij 011 

. .. 
n 

... . .. 
J. v C* w —. 

ax.! n 
HL. 

. 

.: 
. 

ix. i- 
& 

: 

. - . 

. . 

lX^.r 

.*;0 T 0- '-3.'. 3 OX 
' 

>; 
v 
t Oj' 

■ 
i 
r ‘ 

HI 
it 9 j .no 

18Reference: IOR/R/15/6/246. Copyright for this page: Unknown

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100057843639.0x000013

http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100057843639.0x000013#share?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100057843639.0x000013?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


'File 8/63 MUSCAT STATE AFFAIRS: SHIHUH TRIBE.' [10r] (19/56)

0 

rage 3 : 
- 

Traditionally, the shihuh, of all tribes 
, are 

said 

to have been boastful of their loyalty to the sons of 

Sa^d bin buitan i.e. the Albu Sa*id 
uynasty, and 

rn the 

Oman UiVil war some 16 years ago towards the end of Sultan 

Faisals reign, Shihuh elements fought at hidbid under the 

Muscat banner. 

Of late years however the Muscat ties would seem to 

have beenweaicening. Three factors have contributed to this. 
(1) 

the passing of the old native form of trovernment 

regime in Muscat itself 
- 

the patriarchal form that 

preceded the council of state 
- 
when tribal sheiichs 

periodically visited the Kuler, a 
personal ruler, and came 

away with ‘bahta* 
( present of rice <sc coffee & money, 

perhaps of ammunition if the Sheikh had 
a war in 

hand at 

the 
time). 

ui) 
a 

changing qawasim situation which has strucJc at the 

roots of the mutual identity of interests. 
(ill) 

a 
realigning of shihuh. sentiment towards the 

iruci&l side; for the resentment to foreign activities, 
a 

natural condition of mind in the rude shihuh, find the 

xrucial spirit, recently exemplified in the unaccommodating 

attitude towards K.A.F. activities, more m accord with its 

own 
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r 
II 

— ' 

V 

W 

juist of Cheif Shihuii Village and 
rersoinalities. 

( 
Sketch map to illustrate ; 

village confederation aheiich nocal strengtii. 

dAKHA dAwI nADifAd MUHAMMAD Dili AHMAD 
i 
400 rifles 
including 
aha*am Ghamdii 
and jadi. 
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rage 
- 
* 
2 

*- 

Sheikh i;aiharrmiad is 
unquestioned master of xsakha though three 

nephews of importance live with him Ahmad, Abduliah and 

suiaiman ail aulad Muhammad. One of these would be a 
probable 

candidate for Aaaab if it v/ere vanant as Sheikh nasan is 
only 

survivor of Sheikhly house of ishasab* One of these 
nephews 

Ahmad bin Muhammad is in close 
personal touch with sheik 

—asan of 
j\hasab. 

ne was 
reported to be intriguing last year 

to remove his uncle 
sheikh MuhaiiUtiad of .oakha in order to 

succeed him. sheikh Muhammad and sheikh nasan of hhasab are 
not believed to be in friendly terms though they belong to 

the sani nadiyah confederation. 

village Confederation Sheikh i.ocal strength. 

AnASAB BAN I hADIlTAtf SHEIKH HASAN bin 1200 rifles. 
MUHAMwiAD 

See footnote. 

kUMZAR is^UmAZAHA ( 
the sheikhly 

house of sani SHATA1H) 

(a) 
Sheikh .tmhaminad 

" 
500 rifles. 

M&hdi. (b; 
Sheikh Abdullah 
bin sultan. (c) Muhamriiad bin nilal. 

(d; 
Zaid bin fasir. 

it o 
te. 

Four Sheikhs of humazara 
- 
a poor 

spiritless people who own perhaps 
one 

third of the date gardens of khasab where they 

come m the summer 
- 
possess a 

fort on the 
esat side of 

Ahasab 
5 are 

the hereditary enemies of the sani 
nadiyah of 

the/ town whom they fear, sheikh muhammad Mahdi 
( 60j with 

the strongest following 
( nearly 

one half of the 
tribe; is 

loyal to the Muscat connection. Abdullah bin Sultan 
voOj in 

. close touch with Sheikh Salah of Dibah, is his rival in the 
tribe. Muhammad bin nilal 

(40; 
is the most 

enlightened of a 
poor lot and a 

frequent visitor to the irucial coast, ne is 

however not trusted. Zaid bin fasir 
(24J 

a 
Sheik in name but 

is young and v/ithout much influence. 

hiMAH f Bani nadiyah 

X KUMAZABA 

Almur bin Ali ( deceased; 

Muhammad bin 
naraim. 

50 rifles. 

70 

Hi BAH Bani shatair Salah bin Muhammad 
See footnote. 

2000 
M 

. 

j'ootnote. 

The outstanding 
personalities of the shihuh are 

Va) Sheikh A^asan bin Mu 
hammad 

, 
the 

paramount sheikh of the 
•nani" 

— 
nadiyah confederation who lives at nahasab. 

(b) 
Sheikh Salah bin Muhammad 

( 
a 
numazari; the paramount 

Sheikh of the nani Shatair confederation who lives at Dibah. 

♦ 
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isotJi are men of 
strength and standing in their tribe, uoth 

are limited in outlooic 
fanatical. .Both are ambitious. 

SheiKh naan bin Muhai^ad of Aha sab is a man of about 32 heavily built 
- 

father 
boorish stupid in conversation but 

resolute in action, ne succeeded his wiser uncle t>a*id bin suiaiman some four years ago and from the first showed himself 
vain and independent, made a 

practice of not calling on n.M. ships and when the aultan paid 
a visit to 

Khasab two years ago did not come off to the ship and then 
delayed 

an hour before coming to make his call at the fort. «hen aaiyid aa‘id the present ^resident of the Council came on visit in the 
early 

part of this year the aheikh did not bother to come and pay his respects to all. Sheikh nasan is 
traditionally the enemy 

of Sheikh Salah but intered into agreement mfcx with him for presenting 
a solid front to 

protect their supposed matual 
interests in the Ormonde incident, ne is 

traditionally in 
alliance with nakha and opposed to juunzar. ne married a 

daughte 
of the late aheikh of nimah by whose recent death he is said 
to have inherited considerable property at limah. He is we&l 

off and trader himself at iUainasb where he has at least one small dhow. 

Sheikh fralih bin muha: ma d of cibah about 40 years old the 
elected sheikh of the Bani shatair bat in origin a poor Aumzari. A pale insignificant individual with rather an inflammable temper. Is crafty, clever and concerted 

- 
is the 

most important personality in the shihuh and appears to be 
able to mase nhasab his butt, is on 

closest terms with sheikh 
nam&d of jj*ujairah the alliance believed to be defensive and 
offensive. The town of Dibah he shares rather unequally with 
the ̂ awasim sheikh xvashid bin Ahmed. The latter a 

loyal 
supporter of authority having only about 200 men and appears to live on 

sufference. liimah follows sheikh salah as also the snihuh elements of sha^m near was al lUiaima. ne has 
recently 

built 
a 
bazaar of 

some 
14 shops 

on the seashore at Dibah wlrere he himself trades, ne possesses a 
dhow. 

Saiyid hasir bin nhalfan 
. 

age 42 the wall of hhasab has been 
m that fort for nearly four years. A Sultan’s nominee he is 
a pure 

Arab and of good family, ned experience before as wall of Murbat in south Arabia, 
ne has been a 

cypher in the affairs 
of Ahasab where Sheikh Hasan has been the *de facto 1 

Governor. 
In the nature of the situation he has not attempted to interfere 
fere except the exceptional cases e.g. 

(i; slavery (11; murder 
and has usually been resisted in both, nast year a murder took place in Ahasab bazaar of an itinerant Moroccan or 

Egyptian 
doctor, 

a 
Saiyid. Theft was the motive. The wail 

appealed in 
vain to the sheikh to hand the murderers over and 

they 
presumably escaped justice. During the wal^s term of office 
this is tne first word of 

complaint from tie shihuh against him. 
nis is 

a 
pleasant but not strong character and during the 

recent troubles he/i made several appeals to a.m. 
ships to 

evacuate him 
on Ihe score of 

fear. 
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iJlAKf Qtf EVENTS 

4th. January 
- 

10th Aiarch, 1930. 

4th January. 

5th January 

22nd January 

23rd January 

24th January 

2 -~th January 

27tli 
- 

28 th 
January 

28th January. 

29*h January 

3*-th January 
- 3rd February 

4tli February. 

5th February. 

‘‘Ormonde** proceeded from juiuscat to xOiasab carrying 
wall, Khasab 

( returning from leave; and messenger ( Interpreter ) of Council of State with 3 letters 
to Shihuh Sheiich to afford facilities to survey ship, 
-uetters A to SheiJcn xOiasab; 

& 
to SheiJch iliba; 0 to 

she lien uulcha. 

“Ormonde** arrived Ahasao, wall landed and was well received by Sheiich. “Ormonde** left with Interpreter, 
ho letters as 

yet presented. 

“Ormonde** returned to ivhasab and letter A presented. 
Sheiich asked for time to consider and after entertaining 
ing ship^ Officers and wall granted permission for 
ascent of hill required by officers next day. 

nil! ascended. But in evening Sheikh forbade reascent 
on morrow on score of 

uadn’s opposition. 

x\o one allowed to 
ascend. x>ut in evening sheikh again agreed to ascent for following day. 

xiill ascended, .out in evening sheikh forbade ascent 
for the future. 

survey Officers camped on beach but hill ascent not allowed. 

sheikh of uakha arrived ivhasab. Council's letter C presented. 
“Ormonde** left on 

understanding it would return after 
six days to obtain khasab 

- 
hakim* 

s 
permission, 

as the Sheikhs were not clear as to which of them owned hill. 

Sheikh Bakha left ivhasab for uakha. sheikh Diba 
arrived nhasab and was 

presented with Council's letter 
B. 

Sheikh Diba remained ivhasab 4 days. A pact was sworn 
on oath between Sheikh 

Diba, Sheikh ivhasab, and 3 
Sheikhs of ivumzar for 

- (l) 
Resistance to any ascents of bheikh hills by the 

nasara 
( 
Christians /• 

(11; 
To expel sultanate wall. 

sheikh Diba left ivhasab for Diba. 

“Ormonde** arrived ivhasab. Shekih ivhasab in refusing 
help stated that hill belonged to Sheikh uakha. 
“Ormonde** with wall on 

board then proceeded to uakha 
where Sheikh said he could not co-operate as all the isadus were 

opposed to it. 
“Ormonde 

4 * 
left and landed wall at Ahasab. 
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10th February 

25th February 

juarch 

7 th March 

8th March 

^age -x 
2 

(5 <e) 

S.h.O. 
( 
h.M*b. M 

Tnad 
H 

) 
arrived xOiasab bringing bheiich 

Isa, uritish Agent, and Ahmad bin Muhammad,nephew of 
Shei kh of uaJOia. 

( 
BaFha had been visited the day 

before where 8heihh of j^aJcha 
secretly showed British 

Agent letters he had received 
signed by SheiFh of Diba 

and ShexFh of hhasab and 3 SheiFhs of humzar 
forbidding 

him to give any facilities wnat-ever to survey 
ship;, 

aneiFh Ahasab refused to come off 
but told uritish 

Agent 

tixat matter might be 
postponed till end of Kamadhan 

e., end of 
February) 

when he and aheiFh of jcaicha would 

confer after the fast. 

First molestation of wan 
by oheiich xvhasab. One oi ijor 

.. AsjiaBis in bazaar was strucic 
by the sheiFhds servants, 

his dagger, rifle and 50 dollars belonging to wali 
( 
for 

* Xd 
purchases; being confiscated and still with hheiJch. 

bheihh also sent a 
messenger to the wali stating what 

his remaining in 
Ahasab would be to his ov. 

r 
n 
peril, 

xiis 
person would be unsafe outside the fort walls. Ihe 
8heiFh further issued orders to the bazaar merchants to 
sell no stores 

in future to the wan 
( 
since this date 

wall has been fed by n.M.a. M 
.Lupin 

u 
and he and asicaris 

dare not go into town;. 

14 
Ormonde* 

4 
arrived Ahasab with bneilcn oi naicna 

and his 
three nephews. 

h.M.b. “Cyclamen' 1 
arrived with nritish Agent, oneiiai Isa. 

It was 
thought by .cntisn Agent at this stage that a personal dispute 

over a 
legacy divided aheihh Ahasab and 

bneiJcn jsaFha and that this stodd in the way of 
permission 

to ascent the hill. bheiJch Isa landed to 
try and persuade 

ade Sheihh of Ahasab to come 
off for this settlement. 

Ihe disputed legacy was for 1000 
rounds of ammunition 

and the British Agent was 
prepared to compose tnis 

matter by himself settling the claim conditional to 
permission for the ascent of the hill being 

given. 

bneiJm naxha had alreddy 
expressed consent to such an arrangement. British Agent remained wnole day, but 

yheiFh Ahasab said nothing could.be done without 
presence of bheiich Baidia ashore. The latter had on ground of personal dignity already refused to land saying 

ing bheirJa Ahasab must come on 
board. At length bheihh 

Ahasab agreed to come off 
provided nritish Agent would 

undertake nothing should happen to him for his recent 
conduct and secondly nritish Agent must come to mosque 

ans swear that 
1000 rounds would be paid him in a specified time, bheikn isa 

proceeded to mosque and swore, 
ne 

and bheikh Ahasab then 
proceeded to beach to embark. 

On arrival a 
crowd of bheikh's tribesmen surrounded 

their sheikh forbade him going 
off, and carried him back 

to his house, sheikh j.sa 
returned to ship alone. 

“Lupin’* arrived, sheikh nakha 
agreed to land at a private house and he and nntish 

Agent did so, the 
latter acting as a go 

between with sheikh Ahasab who 
remained in nis own house. The 

legacy suit was settled 

on the basis of 
nntish Agent shouldering the disputed 

debt and the two Sheikhs then met. sritish 
Agent 

returned ship, sheikh nakha remaining ashore to arrange 
ascent of hill. 

Sheikh sakha returned early hours with Sheikh Khasab*s 
agreement to ascent of hill on terms 

of an escort to be provided of 5 men 
from each Sheikh and each man to 

receive payment 3 rupees per diem plus food. 
( 
Sneikh 

nasan 
complained that escort had received nothing 

on 
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HU 

Kb 

rage 3 i 
- 

on first 
ascent)• 

The primary condition tiheiich made 

v/as the 
recognition of their independence of the iwuscal 

State hut agreed to waive this for a 
present of 

Rupees 
400/- 

in forenoon British Agent, SheiJsh saidia landed to 
clinch matter. Sheikh Isa retunned to ship with 3 of 
ishasah's escort of 5, it being understood that they 
would be joined by two others at rvjLdah on 

landing 
there. 

9th March. Sheiiqn of Baicha came 
off early hours of morning 

stating that sheikh Ahasab had declared deal was off 
uritish Agent promptly sent his representative ashore 
with sheikh .aa-kha to discover cause, aheikh Khas&b : s 

^ 

r 

attitude was 
- 
* 

the hill is my hill ans aheikh of hakha has no 
right to partnership in it* 

4 
1 do not 

agree to anybody ascending tne hill**. 
At 7 .a.m. aurvey 

party unwitting of events ashore proceeded to Aihan accompamined by untisn Agents 

son. On nearing shore 
they 

saw road was held 
by 50-60 

armed men who told them 
tney would not be allowed to 

pass. Ihe aurvey 
party remained in launch off shore, 

iney called out that aheikh Ahasab had 
yesterday given 

permission. The tribesmen answered that they do not 
recognise aheikh nasan ; s 

right to give permission. 
Iney 

T/vere 
independent; recognised the right .of no one 

to land and would resist anyone who did. Tne aurvey party returned to ship v not 
heeding the tribesmens 

snouts for aheikh Isa's son to come 
amongst them) and 

thence proceeded immediately to 
a 

distant spot under 
Jabal aham where 

they landed and carried out observations 
vations by krench leave. A few hours latter nritish Agent aboadd nupm received 

a 
threatening letter signed 

by the headman of nidah. 

10th inarch aheikh nhasab placed 
a 

guard 
over the wall used 

by the 
wall to prevent him getting water and issued oxders 
at the same time that no boatmen may carry him to and from ships. 
British Agent and Bheikh -oakna left ishasab by -Lupin 
which returned after landing them. 

11th 
- 

12th, 13th 
inarch. 

surveying party continued surveying operations on jabal Sham supported by lupin. 

13 th uuarch B.b.O. 
( 
H.M. t>. rt 

Triad 
M 
) acting 

aa roiitical nesident's directions sent ashore to request bheikh of Ahasab to 
meet him and wall at the fort, or on 

board -LUlIh or on beach, to compose bheikh 
- 
wall differences, bheikh 

replied that he would not confer with British 
Authorities, xie was 

willing to state his case to the bultan of Muscat or his *azir. ne also 
protested that 

survey party had landed on «iabal bham and he would not be responsible for their safety. 

baif bin Amir, uouncii Bnvoy, arrived by Air from 
muscat. 

14 th -15tn i*iarcn hnvoy 
presented letters to bheikh of hhasab who 

refused to open envelopes. The messenger opened 
envelopes for him. bheikh read them and said there was 
no 

reply, 
ne did not 

recognise any government either 
Muscat or 

British. 

S.Ju.u. suspended survey activities on oabai 
ialiam for 

tiie time of tliese parleys in order not to prejudice 
chances of the results. 
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rage -s 
4 

* 

16th March 

18th March 

17 
© 

Muscat ii;nvoy left Ahasab unsuccessful, burvey 
party 

proceeded to .iabal aham and completed their worJc 

returing to unpin at noon. 

bheikh of nhasab and 40 of his warriors left Ahasab 

for uimah and niba. 

uetter. 

A 

n. 

A. 

iranslations are attached of letters received from 

the bhlhUh during the course of the troubles. 

nate^. 
from to 

received end 

uan. 1930. 
bheiJch of nhasab. va^ Wall of nhasab (b; 

messenger of 
Council ( interpreter of 
"Ormonde 

u j 
. 

2d--l--30 bheihh hiba Messenger of Council^interpreter 
of “Ormonde"). 

3-3-1930. bheiim Aha sab uommander n.M.b. “Cyclamen 
44 • 

do all the comnranity (tribe) 
of uani 

nadiyah. 
d0 

o to 
I 1 

to 

1 1 1 
-Ji all the community 

of hidah 
bheihic 

xsa bin Abdul uatif, 
nritish Agent. 
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From nasan bin 
Muiaairanad bJieiich of Jitiasab# 

To baiyid iiasir bin xiiiaifan wall of nnasab and oheiim 

xnrahim bin Munanimad bin uuma 1 messenger 
of uouncil of 

jsdmsters. 

The tribe in general and particular have been 

informed that you are desirous 
of placing 

a 
flag in the 

Ku^s al oabal. This is absolutely impossible and never 

obtainable from them neither as a 
favour nor with a 

price. Do not trouble us with a 
thing that 

we 
cannot 

endure. 
*e 

apologize to you. vo not 
expect the friends 

to accoi pany 
you' tomorrow morning to the places you 

require. We *arn you 
against it. 

x>e it .Known to you. 
it 

is cur 
desire to assist you to procure what is 

required 

so 
that you may be advanced by your good xgrxxg service 

v/ith the u-overmuent and officials ‘but muchness of water 

will spoil the flour’• rarden us. if you can wait so 

that we c^n consult them as 
it has always been the 

custom. 

date 134b 
recemved end of January. 
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j>‘rom Salah bin Adinammad t>neiJdi of in bail 

To Sheikii Inraiilm bin MUhariimad 

Messenger of council of Ministers. 

four honoured letter has reached us and the 

contents have been understood, particularly with 
regard 

to the arrival of the man-of-war at Shabus and Khasab. ue 

informed my brother that we 
will not give our 

places to 

any body 
absolutely, neither to the weaic nor to any 

body 

else. As for you, you are not a 
iving 

over us so that you 

might discover our conditions and we wish you to 
postpone 

the interference. And if the ning 
baiyid Taimur arrived 

in the land of Muscat we 
will follow on his 

tracks to see 

what the ministers are 
doing in this matter. This is what 

had to be said and salaams. 
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.better G. 

tfrom nasan loin iiuhsuaiiiad bin Sultan Sheiidi of Khasab. 

To tiie Loved tbe honoured Sahib of H.Il. 5. ••Cyclamen’* the 

respected* 

After Salaams and Compliments and hospitality 

your letter arrived, xou wish us to come off to your 
ship 

for settlement of the matter between 
us and sheiish 

ifluhammad bin Ahmad Sheii£h of joaicha. ne it known that x am 

a little sick and I 
apologise to you for that because 

your previous 
messenger(s) 

Khan Sahib Sheiich Isa has 
regarded that which he has regarded. Should your honour 

desire the humble 
(writer) 

awaits your arrival, he it 

knoA 
r 
n to you and salaams, written on the 5th shawwal 1348. 
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■■■a wm jmmm. 
A 

21 
© 

-I 

setter D. 

In tiae name of (iod tne 
highest. 

i'rom all tne 
community of Bani nadiyah 

( tribe; 

To the honoured the loved Captain of n.M.B.“Cyclamen" 
the respected. 

isuay (iod the highest save him. I'eace be upon you 

and the mercy of uod and his blessings always. That which 

we inform you is 
that 

a 
letter reached Sheiidi hasan you 

want from him to embark on tne 
ship for settlement of the 

matter. Then be it known to you that he has no choice in 

this and if you have any answer come asixore and we 
will 

answer you 
0 
as for the bheikh we have forbidden him to 

come off. This is for you to be informed. 

Dated 5th Shawwal. 

3--3--30. 
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juetter Jii. 
(Prom 

all the ahihuh community of nidah to shieidi Isa bin 
Abdul latif, British Agent;, 

Prom All badus of Aidah. 

To the high, glorious, honoured and stately Sheikh Isa bin 
Abdul .Latif, the respected. May the tiod Highest save him, 

rease be upon you and 
uod’s mercy and blessings always, 

and after be it known to you that the incident which has happen 

ed in connection with the .anglish and subjects of Sheikh nasan 

and of Sheikh Muhammad bin Ahmad we 
have heard about it and 

now we inform you to be careful you 
and the iinglish. And Sheikh 

nasan and all his 
subjects 

we have 
nothing to do with you and 

do not be mterferers in our 
proeclncts and properties and the 

place in which your desire lies is our 
property and precinct 

and whoever of you trespasses in that 
quarter not one 

of you 

will return by God by God by God and by the .Lords glory and by 

time right of the Proud. We desire “Jahad" 
(religious war) 

and 

kill whosoever arrives in our 
quarter and will spare no one 

of them to return. There is no governor to govern us 
and 

we 

are 
independent by ourselves and we do not 

regognise Sheikh 

nor Governor nor suitan 
and 

now we warn you with every 
warning 

and be cautious to arrive at this place. And you 0 Sheikh Isa 

parden from your honour be 
helpful to £*fend off the enemy 

with means that will succeed and this is what is 
required of 

you. This is the 
police of the infidels and do not bring upon 

yourself blame. And 
a 

hint will suffice the wise. This is what 

we 
have told you. we drink the blood and do not care, it is 

requested from you to fend off this matter and do not interfere 

fere 
b in our 

precincts and property. Tour despotism be upon 

yourselves and your danger be upon 
yourselves. 

Do not kaix 

blame 
us and salaams. 

Miihammad bin Sulaiman, 
Sheikh al uadu in Aidah. 

Heed. 
9/3/30- 
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A summing up. 

I. The resistance by the aheilch to survey party activities 

and the attempt to oust Muscat Authority are interrelated 

incidents. 

II. A natural impulse of this fanatical tribe jealous to 

i 
preserve its soil xmia unmolested by infidels was a revenge 

itself 
on the Muscat government 

that had dared to aid and 

abet. 

III. Up to this time tne Muscat connection was 
obviously 

not Irksome, .ay it the Shihuh 

profiled 
nothing, suffered 

no 
tiling, feared nothnmg. In fact they claimed to cherish 

a 
sentiment for Muscat, hevulsion of feeling is the outcome 

of the imagined disservice of Muscat to ahihuh interests. 

IV. The shihuh, close neighbours of Has al Ahaima and 

eye witnesses of the latter's attitude towards h.A.j. 
- 
a 

position not improbably magnified in the tribal mind to 

defiance of British interests with impunity, have been 

emboldened to emulate example. 

v. Sheikh nassan of 
Ahasab could not have taken up the 

uncompromising line he did without assurance of the sworn 
backing of his rival Sheikh Saiah of Diba and his Aumzari 

allies. 

VI. Sheikh nasan 1 s 
acquiescence to survey rarty's 

design in the first place would seen to have a 
blind, 

followed as it was 
by 

an immediate volte face. The 

equivocation that followed was 
apparently designed to gam 

time in order to canvass 
support for 

a 
united resistance. 

VII. There was a 
close pact 

( 
made between 30th January and 

3rd February) throughtout between the sheikhs of Ahasab and 

Diba and 3 of the 4 sheikhs of Aumzara. The one Aumzari 

Sueiich who appears to have remained loyal to authority was 
Muhammad bin Ali al Mahdi. This presumption needs testing 

by reference to the signatories of their letter addressed to 

the Sheikh of Bakha 
( 
it is understood that a copy was 
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was 
forwarded to political resident by the joritisn Agent; 

• VIII. The Sheiich of jiaidia's particpation or otherwise in 

the pact is not clear from 
present evidence. A strong 

suspicion attaches to his nephew Ahmad bin Muhammad of 

Bakha. The apparent misunderstanding which arose over the 

Shiekh’s personal dispute with the aheiim of ithasab the 

unwillingness of each to meet the other and the unsatisfactory 

factory incident of the ownership of the hill look as 
though these delaying Incidents were 

part of a concerted 

plan. Aganist this and in the sheikh’s favour is the 

tremendously important step 
he took of 

showing the British 

Agent 
a secret 

letter incriminating all but one of the 

/ other sheikhs of ahihuh. 
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I landed 

on 27th situation 
normal. 

bin Ali 
a Sh.MuharmrL 

are with : A1 ba 1 
!!* 

two Shieic Abdulin 

and' Aid 
lasir ar 
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25 ». 

4 

The present situation. 

aheiieh nasan of ahasab is on a visit to .Liman and 

Diba. The rumour that he has gone there and to 

Fujairah to enlist the support of thr tribes in the 

event of punitive action being taicen against nim 
( 
as 

indicated in P.R ! 8 
telegram lio. 291) 

so 
far lacks 

confirmation but it is not improbable, ne was 
reported 

to be at al _jarsha near Diba on 
27th the day I left 

Diba. 
x 
have written to him to come at Ahasab to see 

me. 

r,: 

I landed at tsumazar 
on 27th where situation is 
normal. Sk. Muhammad 

bin All ai Mahdi& 
Sh.Muharmnad bin Hilal 

are v<ith me in Al Sa’id, The other 
two 8h.ie.khs AbdulJ^h 

bin aultan 
and' Aid bin 
lasir are in Diba. 

The wali is still 
living in his fort at ishasab 

but without influence and indeed is unable to go in 

safely to the village where the aheikh^s order forbidding 

bidding tiie bazaar to sell him food still holds, ne is 

therefore still being sustained from one or other of 

the ships in harbour 

- 

at present Al sa‘id. 

The aheiim has left a 
retainer 

one nilal bin All 

,in his place. This man has not called on me in 
Al Sa’id 

but in response to my letter inviting him to do so has 

expressed his willing 
ness to receive me ashore. As 

this man has no full powers to treat for ahiekh nasan 

or the 
Shihuh T have not considered such 

a 
meeting 

with him necessary. 

At Diba when 
x 
arrived on 26th aheikh 8alah came 

t 
to see me. ~e was 

clearly frightened, 
x 
did not confrorr 

him with his letter a 
by which he had incriminated 

himself at the outset, as it may later prove to be 

politic to localise the area of 
punitive 

measures. 

. 
Conditions in the Shihuh country render the 

nature/ and scope of punitive measures a matter 

requiring much careful consideration. 

Ahasab is a cove 
flanked by steep cliffs where 

concealed tribesmen could make landing 
a 
matter of some 

difficulty. 
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The beach itself is a 
gently shelving 

one 
involving 

long stretches of dangerous wading especially at some 
stages 

of the tide. It is 
baciced by 

a date grove 
which would afford 

considerable cover to defenders. 

The old Portuguese fort ib in a 
state of rum 

and 

would have to be built up in 
animproved way from inside by 

any force that landed to occupy it. These considerations 
plus 

hostile nf&e strength of 1500 and behind it ail a 
fanatical 

and unyielding spirit are considerations which in my 
judgment 

preculde the 
possibility of using the Muscat infantry with any 

hope of HHggggg success. 

The Shihuh derive a 
good deal of their livelihood 

from fishing sea 
trading and pearl fishing. They are therefore 

vulnerable to sea power* 
and could be made to suffer by a 

blockade. 

rressure also could be 
applied by the 

sequestration 

of certain date gardens owned by them in the hatinah. This 

measure in itself however 
would be insufficinet to induce a 

spirit of KMrYwxanigg surrender. 

Such measures could 
perhaps be considered as 

threats to be carried out in the event of she .ish nasan not 

agreeing to a 
fine payment or 

personal surrender to be followed 

by his imprisonment in muscat. 

iou may deem the 
envisaging of such contingencies 

premature at tne moment as tne 
sheilch has not yet returned to 

hhasab and it is not considered 
possible for him to return 

before Wednesday 2nd at the earliest, indeed in view of 
(l) 

the seriousness of~his later actions, witness letter & to 

\ Sheilch Isa purporting to come from some 
nonentity but 

obviously inspired by the Sheilch 
(ii; 

the excellent sanctuary 

his inaccessible mountains provide, he may not be prepared at 

this stage and without some pressure to come in of 
his own 

free will and treat for terms. 
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rage 3 

If it is considered necessary I may 
empi&y tke 

next few days assisting the Senior haval Officer to 

investigate in detail the possible alternative courses 

of action, may I say txiat tribal 
pspchology being what 

it is. 
i am 

of poinion that if sufficient action is 

not taicen, the landing of hritish personnel in the 

Shihuh country in future will be attended with grave 

risics. Two further points are submitted for your 

consideration (i; the muscat state alone, has not the 

resources at its command to 
deal v/ith the present 

situation 
(II; 

the British Agent frucial Coast whom 

I visited yesterday in 
H.M.a."Lupin” by courtesy of 

Commnader Sir John Alleyn D.S.O., D.S.C., R.i'i., in 

order to investigate certain incidents in the recent 

troubles,volunteered the opinion that repersussions of 

the shihuh msurgence were 
likely to be felt in the 

Trucial Coast and sulatanate if a settlement is 

accepted which allows Sheikh nasan to return to his 

Sheiidiship and his roof both undisturbed. 
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