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About this record

The file consists of a note, dated 10 January 1918, written by John Evelyn Shuckburgh (Political Department,
India Office) on a memorandum written by Sir Mark Sykes on the Palestine and West Arabian situation. The note
was prepared for a meeting of the Middle East Committee. Shuckburgh comments on statements made by Sykes,
and

provides an account of the latest developments and plans for the region. A section is included on policy in
regards to Bin Saud [Abd al-‘Aziz bin ‘Abd al-Rahman bin Faysal Al Sa‘ad ] (Wahabi Emir of Nejd), and tensions
with King Husain [Hussein bin Ali] (Sharif and Emir of Mecca). Recommendations for action are given.
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MIDDLE EAST COMMITTER

WML_M 2 LUUATION,
4 This’ suOJpct dops Mot Concern’ LReFTRAIA Y 1eR vibyeishRly.
QMPSVIOHS “aff fpctmg yrm “And PH1asEinE BRC11R, 1786160 rBHT interest
in Indm., though India fﬁihmrmadﬁn acitators Balad dobtipsso pareg
ready enough to make & grlsvancn T6F ahy e tibn oh ol partiat
Lerusalem or elsewhere, that could”ve'Fopho-Bentha a8 Al mpgwfw
Islam, © It is ‘ho‘t:{#o'x;ihgl 4 H'ﬁBiﬁ‘v?i‘, OtnAY the PTABOFILe! prreatitions
taken by‘(f—o};éral hlmﬁ)?, on'hls Q”ﬁtf'y"" into” Ji‘i’uﬁhi‘i'm“JWpi'éW
the Mosq{fo;io?no‘fn;fi:! and’3ther i uha::madah “Shrifies! e AUE SrokhE"
so far 4s the In§1£ 0ttice i5" aivaz"'o, a' sifiple FXPrhbﬁ‘iOn'oT“‘"““‘
gratitude from lNuhammadan béfiz‘i:g‘::i‘ftﬂﬁrg in Thath G¥ iRe1ahds 090
2. 8ir M. Sykes speaks of Medina as being "now isolated*, If
he means that the Hedjaz railway,, L;ph conpecths M"Pﬁ&'&“‘

oIl

Damascus, Aleppo, and Asia Minor, is now permanently cut, it would
be dinteresting 4o know the guthp;ity fox, :hiavstgqtrﬁfmx tz, Recenv
reports indicate increaged) Arab activity; in v}ptgq}cip&! i%l;.rg};lugg.
particularly in, the; Maan, region, angd do_u:b‘p]ﬁsﬁ,_: it."ntﬁ dumgﬁe .}‘lvflisrk_)::n
considerables  Butb i is, not; clear that. railway, comaunication . .
has been perminently dnterrupted, or; thaflieding will, bp definitely

1G85
isolateduntil General Allenby.ds able to cut; the line further .
north from:the.Jondam yaldeys: ods o seell Yo eonivets feidtyT-xs

3. lMeanwhile: King llusain is; being u.rgﬁd. Lo, ta,ko I'Pchpa m;id
he succped: i doing 30, the, poastion,of. dir JArios, suak), Turiish
Pl nlong the Line, ughie to. becons, untenable, apd,, if, 80 . 4
practically the whole Arabian peninsula, except the Yemen, will be
clear of Turkish occupation. The task of clearing the Yemen, will
still remain. The desirability, as a first step in this

direction, of a British advance from Aden against the Turkish

position
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poa;tlon at Lahe] has frqupntly been urged by this 0ftice,
ade: The chwgedl\pf organisation recomgended in the latter
pard of . 5ir Ma; Sykedlote are Pris arily t}w concern of \.hp
Foreimn,Uffice, byt if.the sphere of the orooosad new . .
a‘uithpr.i‘t-y is to esxtend to the whole 'MldﬂlF [Eastern snuauon"'-”v
a3, the, {inal_ paragraph seeps 1o indicate - it may be necesasry
$0. stipulate, that this 0“f1c0 a,nd th» Govnmment of India
tv‘}lcontipgg:,,as in, the. past,; to be fally consulted op all
mattore_r»}{niug o) 9?“?‘“73.'}?‘&&‘, as Persia, Mesopotamia,

etc.,;dn;, which India Y}as,,an‘.igtnge‘s»t..

11 (“bessloei wou" nuie Ro1ilf
il 11. i’bhc& i mmrd $o_Bin S_ué‘ b :
iy bluow 31 ,Swo ylduensmn W i Jrouill sied bns gel EUOBAME

TusoRl ) gl UHE Watabl® Bmir of Wed a4 #1041 ter King Fushin
BT e Hed et tHe Host iMpbrtant T 1h" the Arnbian i &
“peninisulaf. " fie"Wieldy Wxtensuve infTusnce o th dn bhel o voliua

intebioF AHE GOt chist,; W HBErich' ot Nejd, in whiok
‘ “his capkital (Rindr) 5" situnted, 1es in°the hearty of Central
: { Arabia, and, Finde 1913 ,°he’hal beeif in oecupatitn of the
‘ | ex-Turkish provmca of Hasa on the shote's ofithe Persian”
STUTE. -We nad 10 Telatiohy with Bin' ShUE Vefore’ thel wary
Tt Port1F atder it titbreak vverturss were made tol him,
and an Officer mago*r Shalkesperd) was sent diPithe Natumn of 19k

o [l JapaY ey J &

JomeY add apivtes
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on @ specikl dnission bor g headoliartersy Bventudl byidnl iv 1les
December 1915, a formal treaty- ofi@irodieotion wasi conotudedse oo o
with him, N .
2. Unfortupately relations batwarny Biﬁ Saud and! King
llusain are the reverse of cordial and eachl potenaite appeayal to
‘be imapired: by’ feeldingss ofo inveterats: mintoust and, suspicion
towards e otheris This: atateofsaffadtsl may:bes due in(part «qy.
to religious!difference,:a:Wahaby dike: Bin: Saud: being & 88 ik
natural’ object: ofsdislike towtherorthodas- Shenif ;> buts shateyer o
the cauge, Inesfesul trid: too make;dt verydifsicudt: dor@acurie:s i
effectiva cooperivtion’ betuken tirestwo Chivfeceuvén aprinats theini
common Turki shienemyo Lo oAsi s perhaps only: nateral, Bashdad «id"
shows” a" tendeiroy toitake Bin: Saud’ sopart’ anthCairel thatoof s o
King¥ueiange cesl 8 of beailond Sasmrtevod e B _
03,59 folpobitical mission: firom Mesopo tamiai( under:Mr Phidly).otg
has! recent 1y vigited Bin Sand at) hise hradquarterss ol tywas o 1o
have been joined there by a simultansbusi mission£rom Bgyptye (dos
under Mo Storrsiobut owing-te: @iff icul timssmade by KingHusain
about: givihg safe conduct! through his terpitories,hthe datterise
partrofothe. programbe had unfertunately. tosdhe cancelleds 5 The o

' it » i3 a ;
ERBM &LH %280 a4

lii ssion ‘had two mainobjectg e wimiwi(l) dospnomote:dettemay foum
ralations between Bin Band and King Humsadpnio ande{ 2): tio induesiqgseo
the formes toutake m more active ‘pantvin assisting his fellewrvag
Arabsagainst the Purksio 0bject: o (19 has berenlangely:-vo) adl
stuli fied by’ the' ron=arvivalvof the oft ivers: {rom Bey pti mhd i
" wEpEO Lol have pickbd up wHejarw rapredehtatives epoioutaidioo [enton
halve proceeded with him to Riadhic: s Tepards: (2) Nl Philly ewe
rajerted a8 @l reatly of NigHbnversatitns with Bin 88id, thats
the la-‘f.tmr"{u prepared, miver adequate azsistance dinsmoney: andis
arms, to mobilise 155000 meir for:an ajpnch.upomﬂailsghmdqum
of i siresticrival Bin Rashid who has definitely identified him-
self,
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self withiithe Purksiwv BiniSaud's actugli reguirements forthis i

purposd were estimated asfoliows: < Joend [anio? & |
2 siege guns
2 fieldu™ il withvnecessary @annitions v
104,000 riflas . oq ) [aib10o To e i (L88

noiolo 60,000 & mohth: for period: ofo the:operations ( d.ei dan-
June 1918)! @ertain military’ personnel: woild alse be requireds
Bin Saud at the @ame:time! threiw out hints, regarding his futire
political statis: and .sé‘wé:fbwhnv‘ ‘made & Bpecial- point ofl the
introductionmofi& distinctive coppém: coinage forslegds My oo <l
Philby expressed himselfi as “wwveny: confifent:that: something 11"«
"big cam bes@chieved: in the desived: dixection on:the: basis yureo
of the proposala: made®;: outehe: sugs®ated as amalternative: ~ »
in case His Majeaty's Government inclined to a less apbitious. ;)
programme ¢ that heu should e given diseretdon to- make doles to
| Bin Saudvup’ to a:maximanof 260,000 *for minemobjercts actual Ly

i achievad $6 my: Batisfaction s [1mie i ewedd beniof need eva

' oo sOnvthe gthervhandy’ Sir Wi Winpatel ds atropglye again ste i

t} arming Bil Satd oniwdarpe scale;as likklybto: priei piate a oo
conflict with! ¥ing Musain. ! He:believes Bin Samd: Rashidito: bar1ag
much weaker ‘than! hasibean rbpresented; and doesnot: Tegardidhe: ;)

: capture of Hail’ ns’n- objrot 16 Psuf tied enteAnportance: to warcant.

paying Bin Saud ai*blank chegue® for it accomplighment,

The Goverpiment: of+India’ BFe) arminst the completeselimination ofs

Bin Rashid o’ the: ground: thatedit would deprive; Bin Saud of" his.;»

| ; normal ostupation; and Would tend: o ppset the dbalance. of, power, *

il oetween!thé lat tér and: King Husain.: | They @ tordingly, recomiend.

L that’ Bin:Saud ‘shonld zh«!knmamoiqr by gifitsof: mvym but -

by tm heshould not be: supplied otherwise than. yery ﬂmhm’;ky

'tth!v Withrarms: o nl;hu:p personnela: Thig: |

¢ 8BL1 LA BOTLE
']1 ~mid Tidoebi vi adiniteb ead

P ¢

biffes nit lrecolmendation .
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¥ii olnnas ne }‘

recommendabion has. ,baen wgorted by tha @d:,a ofhca, i

e Lt Jumy 'oe remarked that we have alrna.dy M gonudorabh
supa .bo Bin Saud during the last 2 FRarse, Ve advanced = . o e
£20,000..t0,/him 4in 1‘9¥5.md in .{an‘u\ar:y ,_1917 p;rant.od hm W) aiderh
allowance of £5000 a month fox 6 months, . fie has also been

furnished with rifles, ammunition ete. It caxmot be ,l,g:&_.d,‘_t.hgtl

reeenoq
ni
we have had much return for our money, Bin Saud may perhaps
claim that he has held _Bipl ng__{l‘id\in check and had prevented him
from giving effective help t‘o the Turks; but, on the positive
side, his achievements have been almost pils Before squandering
more money upon him, id seems as well to be ’“?,.Wt' we 1343%11)!‘; [69
his cooperation or :.hat, if obtained its resultg gill bﬂ{io}'th

the prices The effct of the Palesting ga;\.mgppn\.thn Arabian
situation must not be overlooked, Of General Allenby's

immediate plans this Department has.of course no knowledge, But

it has always be assumed that, as soon as circumstances permit,

he will make an attempt to cut the Hejaz ‘railway from the

Jordan valley, Should he succeed to“‘doing g0, it is difficult to
see how the Turks could maintsin their pesition in Medina, or at
any other point on the Southern section of the line, or what
choice would be left them but a general evacuation of North Hest
Arabia, With their dissap %a.nct, Bin Rashid's day would be

over, we could impose upon him whht\tarms we chose, In other
words, given certain military developments (as to the probability
of which only the War Office representatives can pérhaps speak)

we may obtain almost automatically the very results which it is

proposed to pay Bin gaud heavily to accomplish = with such

dubious prospects of success.
6s It may Be observed that the policy of the "balance of

power® , which is supported both by the Government of India and

t its adoption cannot

fail

by Sir R. Wingate has this disadvantage tha
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fn.il\to entangle us to some extent in the polities of "Central
irabia, Thid mdy be inevitiblej bt {886, therd ishis to be
sutd For “the elimination ‘of "Bin Rasnid;, thdt it will Teave only
twdpersons to be ‘Serfousty Fackoned with in Centraldnd Northesn"
Arabia (Bin S&ud “and King W sain), voth of ‘witom,” owing td ‘each’s
possessing a “Seaboard, will‘be ‘UPen £ presstre on’ our ‘Part

in its efféctive fori, ik LLLEE:

; ¥
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