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Events preceding the arbitration by the Government of India

No further correspondence regarding the succession to the throne of the
deceased Imam appears to have been received from Zanzibar, Syed Majid
remained in undisturbed possession of Zanzibar and the African possessions ;
his brother, Syed '.l'hu\n-.\"nuc. ruled at Muscat, and a third brother, Syed
Toorkee, at Sohar.

2. EXPEDITION FITTED OUT BY SYED THOWEYNEE AGAINST ZANZIBAR.
H1s CONSENT TO ABIDE BY ARBITRATION OF BRITISH GOVERNMENT.—In Decem-
ber 1858 the Native Agent at Muscat informed the Bombay Government that
Syed Thoweynee, the ruler of Muscat, was fitting out an expedition against his
brother, Syed Majid, at Zanzibar. The cause of hostilities was said to be the
failure of the latter to remit the sum of 40,000 dollars, which, by an arrange-
ment made in 1856-57, Syed Majid had agreed to pay annually to his brother.
Captain Jones, the Resident in the Persian Gulf, was thereupon directed by the
Bombay Government to proceed at once to Muscat and endeavor, by friendly
counsel and remonstrance in the first instance, to prevent Syed Thoweynee
from resorting to violence, and to persuade him, if he had any claim to prefer
against his brother, to address the British Government on the subject.

On the 3rd February 1859 the Bombay Government wrote that the report
communicated by the Native Agent had been confirmed by an Arab officer in
the Muscat service then at Calcutta.

“The Arab Captain,” they said, * stated that Syed Thoweynee had been instigated by
1 the French to attack his brother, who has incurred their displeasure by his honest desire to
’,f act up to his engagements with the British Government for the suppression of the slave trade.
{
:
:

“ It is not necessary to suppose that this is not the case. Judging, indeed, from the
letters addressed to Syed Majid by the Governor of Bourbon, a copy of which accompanied my
letter to the Foreign Department, it is by no means incredible ; but it is evident that the

L general impression that Syed Thoweynee is countenanced in his aggressive projects by the
| French colonial authorities must strengthen his hands, especially in the absence of any indi-
cation of an opposite policy on the part of the British Government.”

With regard to the remonstrances that Captain Jones had been desired to

’ address to Syed Thoweynee, the Bombay Government said that, should the
l latter persevere in his intention,—

|

|

:

‘ ““the fact that our remonstrance has been unheeded, while we have done nothing at
Zanzibar to afford a moral support to Syed Majid, will tell in favor of Syed Thoweynee rather
than against him ; for there can be little doubt that there is at Zanzibar a party hostile to

!

Syed Majid and his policy of good faith, and favorable to Syed Thoweynee and to the slave
trade.”

In order to hold Syed Thoweynee in check and to afford protection to
British subjects at Zanzibar, the Assaye was ordered to that port. The instruc-
tions issued by the Bombay Government were approved by the Government of
! India.—( Cons., 25th February 1859, Nos. 46-50.)

| Before the reply of the Supreme Government could reach Bombay, news
B it | b arrived there from Muscat, dated 27th January, to the effect that Syed
e Ll Thoweynee was then on the point of sailing for Zanzibar with a force of 2,500
f l ‘ men. The Bombay Government, fearing that their instructions to the Resi-
‘ dent in the Persian Gulf would_ not reach him in time, despatched, on the 11th
i | February, to Muscat the Pumjab with Iieutenant-Colonel Russell, Military
! . _Secretary to the Goverqor, as bearer of a letter to Syed Thoweynee, contain-
i, ing remonstrances against the proposed expedition, and proposing that the
matter should be submitted to the arbitration of the British Government. In
a minute recorded by Lord Elphinstone on the subject, it was mentioned as a

[ ground for the proposed intervention of the British Government,—

|

““ it must always be the interest of our Govern
time war among the Arab Chiefs, which soon
P

ment to preserve the peace and to prevent mari-
degenerates into piracy.”
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Events preceding the arbitration by the Government of India-

Colonel Russell overtook Syed Thoweynee’s squadron at Ras-el-Hud,
and found His IHighness with a force consisting of a frigate, a large
corvette, a brig and a troop ship; half a dozen buglas having gone
on to Zanzibar with troops. On reading the letter addressed to him
by the Government of Bombay, Syed Thoweynee at once agreed to submit
the differences with his brother to the arbitration of the British Government,
and gave orders for the return of the expedition to Muscat, despatching a
messenger ostensibly to recall the buglas which had sailed for Zanzibar. It
was fortunate for Syed Thoweynee that he had so readily listened to the remon-
strances addressed to him; for Syed Toorkee, ruler of Sohar, bad resolved to
take advantage of his absence to attack Muscat—a project which was defeated
by his brother’s unexpected return.

Syed Thoweynee delivered to Colonel Russell his reply to Lord Elphin-
stone’s letter. In it he intimated that he had followed His Lordship’s advice,
and hoped the Government would see that his claims were fully complied with.
The claims, as mentioned by himself, were as follows :

« Article first—that there shall be one consolidated State without any division, Zanzibar
being subordinate to Muscat ; and that the interests of the one shall be identified with those
of the other, as during the time of our father and forefathers.

< Article second—has reference to a settlement effected by brother Mahomed bin Salem
between us, with the common consent of all parties, that he (Majid) should pay me annually a
sum of forty thousand French dollars. In the event of Oman being involved in any hostilities,
Zanzibar shall afford assistance, as it has always been the practice for Zanzibar to assist Oman.

“ Article third—that the property of the orphans shall be given up by him (Majid) and
deposited with a trustworthy person, in whose custody all parties may feel satisfied that it will
be safe.

« frticle fourth—that brother Majid shall indemuify me for all the losses entailed upon me
on account of the expense of despatching an army in consequence of his opposition and
disobedience.”

3. PREPARATIONS FOR RESISTANCE AT ZANZIBAR, AND STATE OF AFFAIRS
raERE.—In the meantime great preparations were being made by Syed Majid
at Zanzibar to resist the threatened aggression. He equipped five ships-of-
war carrying a very respectable armament, and collected a force of about
20,000 men, composed of Arabs, Beloochees, Mekranees, and others, and was
prepared to resist his brother to the utmost. The people of Zanzibar were
unanimously in his favor, and it appeared probable that, had a collision actually
taken place, the chances were in favor of a successful resistance. On learning
that Syed Thoweynee had, through British intervention, been induced to return
to Muscat, and that the Government of India had offered to arbitrate between
himself and his brother, Syed Majid manifested the deepest gratitude to
Government for having saved his country from anarchy and bloodshed.

Regarding the means of resistance possessed by Syed Majid, Captain
Rigby, Her Majesty’s Consul and British Agent at Zanzibar, wrote—

«His Highness Syed Majid had equipped five ships-of-war of the armament as per

Shah Allum .. 44 gums. margin. In addition to these he has the fricate Fictoria,
Piedmontese .. 36, 32 guns, which has her masts struck, and acts as a guard ship
Artomist v 22 . t t of Zanzibar ; he is also expecting a new corvette
City of Poona nlhgnr <oy She Tov i POcIng

Africa " 4 of 22 guns from Bombay.

« His Highness has about 1,400 irregular soldiers, composed of Bel_oochees, Mekranees,

and Arabs from Hadramant, and a few Turkish gunners; most of the soldiers are distributed,

in ordinary times, at the towns and ports on the main land. Since the expectation of hostilities

they have all been called to Zanzibar, with the egception of the garrisons of Keelwa and
Mombass.

«Tn addition to the above His Highness has distributed about 20,000 American muskets

and carbines to the African tribes and Sowahilis, the Comoro men and the Negro slaves. Most

8
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Events preceding the arbitration by the Government of India

» people detest the northern Arabs, and woul rtainly have howeynee

and Africans, who have only lately learr of f A I 1t dread of

ibs, and would probably be easily cor 1 m d, next to

the Beloochees and Mek-aunees, would have been s best defenders. The armed
ds w bled from the I

laves, of whom many thou

iterior of the

la holders
island, were a source of slaves-holders

apprehension to th
were strongly suspected, and, as will su sequently corre-
with Syed Thoweynee and of promising t

spondin to join him on his ar

In describing the feeling of the people of Zanzibar
unanimously in favor of Syed Majid, Colonel Rigby expressed apprehensions
regarding the part that would be taken by the armed slaves, of whom there
was a very large number on the island. Syed Majid had incurred the
resentment of all the slave-owners and dealers by his efforts in favor of the
abolition of slavery, and their enmity might have led to their taking the part
of Syed Thoweynee. The largest slave-owners were men of the El Harth
tribe, and regarding these Cupl:lin “li_;h.\' wrote—

as being almost

““The principal tribe of Arabs residing at Zanzibar is the
tribe pos large landed estates and numerous slaves ; the
the island, and appear to have always had an idea of some C
Their character is vile in the extreme from long residence here and consts nt
iin nothing of the Arab chars
shants and slave-brokers, who are cruel, sensual wretches, dead t

ief man of this tribe is one Abdull:
ships and land, and possessing about 1,500 s
{

African slaves, they re

most of the slave-mer
ing of humanity. The ¢

o every feel-
eat wealth in

ves, all armed.
ends His Highness’s durba
all the principal inhabitants. N twithstanding this behaviour,
I him with consid

1 discontent-
ed disposition for some time, and never s

as 1stomary with
His Highness continues to t
ration, and allows all his goods to pass the Custom He
nual allowance from his treasury of 1,200 German Crowns. It has recently
come to the knowledge of His Highness that this ndividual, and three or four others of the
El Harth tribe, have been writing to Syed Thoweynee inviting him to dethrone brott
and promising him the aid of their tribe and their sl

€
ouse free of duty, and
makes him an ar
|

T,

“I believe that the design of these persons has been to eml

oroil the sons of the late Imam
In a war with each other, and to have taken advant

2 of the occasion to get rid of all the
] i Imam’s mily and secure the government of the island for themselves, In tl conspir:
{ against d Majid they found a willing tool in

His Highness’s younger brother, Syed

an interview with Syed bin Salim, one of the influential Chiefs of the 11 Harth
tribe opposed to the intrigues of Abdulla bin Salim, and explained to him

a civil war ensued. He showed
that trade would suffer, foreign merchants would leave the island, property would

i ! become insecure, the Arab proprietors would find no purchasers
|
|

}‘ When Zanzibar was threatened by Syed Thoweynee, Captain Rigby had
[ : i
i the utter ruin that would overtake the Arabs if

{

|

|

|

for their pro-
upying the island, and that

! duce, foreign powers might take the opportunity of oce
proprietors of houses and lands would certainly have to pay for all losses in-
curred by subjects of foreign powers. These arguments came home to the El

l Harth, who had evidently not looked at the matter in this light before
| it to be immaterial to them personally which side won.
) I the least of it, doubtful supporters of Syed Majid, the

il | and placed their services and those of their armed slay.

3 1)(‘]i«'\‘ing
From being, to say
y became active allies,
es at his disposal.

b it 1) 4. PROCEEDINGS OF SYED Buraasm AT ZANZIBAR.—For some time previous
F ) to the threatened attack on Zavzibar, the conduct of Syed ]iur:;auh, brother of
i Syed Majid, who resided at Zanzibar, had been a cause of great uneasiness to the
! latter. Since the death of the late Imam he had, said Captain Rigby,—
] “always shown a sullen dislike to his brother and to all Europeans, excepting the French. He
never attends his brother’; durbar, nor g companies him on public occasions. He has never visited
A me, or ~n~{1\ me any message of welcome since my arr He has frequently attempted to
| assume power to interfere in public aff s, and some time ago, when in a boat in the harbour, he
L : )
| | | fired into a buggalow, because the Nakhoda neglected to lower his sail when he hailed him
! 1 % )
)
i
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Events preceding the arbitration by the Government of India.

“ A few days before the

urival of the Assaye a circumstance occurred, which showed the
character of Syed B

g About half past 9 o’clock at night His Highness Syed Majid
1g by boat from his residence in the town on board the Skak Allum, and, on the
boat passing in front of the house of yed Bu
it from the house; after the volley
window, 1 heard the shot fly

sh, a volley of muske:ry was discharged at
fire was kept up, and, as I was sitting at the
g past the British Consulate. His Highness the fo lowing day
ordered the Artemise to occupy a position in face of Syed Burgash’s house, and intimated to
him that he would no longer continue to pay him the monthly allowance of 700 Crowns, which
he had hitherto given him from his own treasury.”

runni

The news of the abandonment of the Muscat expedition, and the arrival
of the Assaye, caused great consternation among the conspirator Abdulla
bin Salem and the chief men of the El Harth tribe tendered their submission
to Syed A\[:xlji(l; but he refused to receive them, and intimated to Captain l{igby
his intention of deporting to Muscat four Chiefs of that tribe, and also his
brother, Syed Burgash.

5. PROCEEDINGS OF THE FRENCH AT ZANZIBAR —Certain proceedings of

the French at Zanzibar should here be noticed.
When the expedition was daily expected at Zanzibar, the French Consul
sed Captain Righy, Her Majesty’s Comsul, what he intended doing on the
arrival of Syed Thoweynee.

“T told him, ” says Captain Rizhy, I should do my utmost to prevent his (Thoweynee’s)
i landing, by threatening him with the severe
through the British Government, and warning him of the heavy
Indian  res;onsibility he would ineur if any British subject suffered

in life or property.* Upon this he {the French Consul)
y to each other.’”

lispleasure of

of DBritish

remai ked—¢ Why, we shall be acting ex actly contr

On hearing of Syed Majid’s determination to deport Syed Burgash, the
French Consul, in “very violent language,” threatened him with the inter-
ference of the French Government if he did not abandon his intention. The
French Consul soon after took Syed Burgash with him to Syed Majid’s house
and made the brothers shake hands.

At a dinner given at the French Consulate, at which Captain Rigby and
others were present, the French Consul spoke of Syed Majid in the most
abusive and contemptuous terms, and said that Syed Burgash was * now under
French profection” and could not be touched, and that

“the question of the right of succession to the government of Zinzibar would have to
be settled in Europe.”

With reference to this last remark, Captain Rigby, on a subsequent oceca-
sion, pointed out that both parties (Syed Thoweynee and Syed Majid) had
agreed to abide by the arbitration of His Lordship the Governor General of
be. Tt B « 3
India, and that the matter would be peaccably arranged. Upon this the
French Consul said—

“I have instructions from my Goveroment, and the French Government will never

consent 10 abide by the result of any ion to which it is not a consenting party. We
have treaties with the late Tmam, and we have a right to make our opinions respected.”

At length Captain Rigby thought it best to come to a clear understanding

with the French Consul re » his proceedings ; this he did il) tlru' presence
of the Commodore of the F'rench Squadron, who happened to be in Zanzibar at

the time. Finding himself unsupported by the Commodore in the position he
had assumed, the French Consul explained that there had been a mi'sumlcr-
standing, and promised that he would not interfere in any way in the internal
affairs of the State. This satisfactory understanding averted the danger of an
outbreak, which Syed Burgash, relying on French protection, might otherwise
have attempted.

o
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yvernment of India

Events preceding the arbitration by the

6. Crpamms OF SYED THOWEYNEE AGAINSI ZANZIBAR.—It is now time t«
examine at greater length the claim advanced by ._\‘).-:l Thoweynee of
sovereignty over Zanzibar, and his demand on Syed Majid for an annual sub-
sidy of dollars 40,000. The Bombay Government, when reporting the result
of Colonel Russell’s mission to Syed Thoweynee, remarked in a letter of the
98th February, with reference to the claim put forward by the latter,—

s’s claims a t his bre

His H

s the will of their late father, th

n wh

« Tt will just be necessary to ascert
and how far they are supported or inv ilidat
the traditions and customs of Arab Chiefs.

ed | Imam, and
nty over Zanzibar, and requires that his
This Government has not on its records an
n

«Syed Thoweynee asserts his right of suz
brother shall pay him a yearly tribute or subsid, rnmen [ ‘
authenticated copy of the late Imam’s will, in the absence of which 1t 1s evident the Gove
ment of India will not be able to arrive at a decision in the case ; for, if the Imam left Zanzib
to his younger son subject to the payment of tribute to Muscat, the only points which will h
to be considered are the amount of this tribute, and the degree of subordination due by
Zanzibar to Muscat.

«If, however, on the other hand, the Imam bequeathed Zanzibar and his African terri-
tories absolutely and in full sovereignty to Syed .\I.xjnl,_ it ma still be expedient to
enquire whether, according to Arab custom, he had a right to do so. A\Lv first sight it
appears that if Zanzibar belonged to Muscat ab anliquo, the Imam had probably no right
to divide his dominions; but that if he acquired it by conquest, or purchase, or marria
he wos fully justified in disposing of it as might seem most expedient to him.

« But there is another question besides that of right which is involved in this enquiry
viz., the power of Zanzibar to pay, and the power of Musecat to vntun-_«- payment. me“v
a thriving and rising port destined apparently to 1u:rumv the commercial emporiom of I
Africa, and to exert a very great influencé over its future progress. Muse: at, ag a place of
limited commercial capability ; but its geographical position, the suaj race b
which it is inhabited, and the occupation by its ruler of Bunder Al and other

places in the Persian Gulf, give it a ain political importance and render it pi mor
than a ma for Zanzibar, The Brit Government is interested in the y of both
the 1 , and it cannot be indifferent to the growth of a friendly @ mparatively

rich has most laud
v ment of E
of Muscat in the Persian Gulf has
cts which the British Government
de, and the maintenance of maritime
red Thoweynee to es t his resour
att which v 1 probably have res
ted in the 3rd oh of this
and Was

Jast Coast of Africa—a |
1de, and to promote th
sot be forgotten that the influ
in further
cy and of the slav
mistake to allow &

ve power on the
1

he slave t

aite commerce

ance of ¢

t

y his dominions—ar

Syed To
at in the absence of Syed Tl

Se

of clearing up the doubtful points in the discussion, and
putting the Supreme Government in possession of all the facts of the case,
the Bombay Government called upon Captain Rigby to submit anauthenticat-
ed copy of the late Imam’s will, and a report showing the date and manner
of the acquisition of Zanzibar and the other African possessions of the late
Imam ; also, information as to the custom of Arab Chiefs with regard to succes-
sion and testamentary disposal of territory. The Bombay Government
proposed to adjust the quarrel on the basis that the ruler of Muscat should
abandon his pretensions of sovereignty on receiving an annual subsidy from
Syed Majid. The Government of India, on the 30th May 1859, expressed an
opinion that a settlement on this basis was desirable, the claims of Syed
Toorkee being included in the settlement ; but they considered, from the in-
formation then before them, that the British Government could not put forward
the subsidy from Syed Majid as a right on Syed Thoweynee’s part.

7. Carpraiy RiesY’s Rerorr, C 1 OF ARAB CHIEF WITH REGARD TO
successIoN.—1In April 1859 was received from Captain Rigby a full and clear
6
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of India

—It is now time t«
yed Thoweynee of
jid for an annual sub-

reporting the result
ed in a letter of the
iy the latter,—

slaims against his brother

iy b il ;)f\(l,”:]jl.dul Ixml]n‘-lx Syed sﬂ\ m, The ‘f":\l]wr of Syed Saeed, by name Sultan bin Sul.\-m, ]l:ul. {1
) two elder brothers living when, in 1808, he succeeded to the chief rule ; and the father of AL
) buh:_m, by name Ahmed bin Saeed, had divided his dominions during his own life, having |
ir, and requires that his appointed one son, by name Kees bin Ahmed, to le ruler of Sohar, and the youngest of his !
has not on its records an seven sons, by name Mahomed bin Ahmed, to be Sultan of Sink. b {
it is evident the Govern- - g s 2 2 1l
S8 akia-To i 1ot ot y The son of this Mahomed lem Ahmed, by name Syed Hillal, is at present at Zanzibar, |
ok Pintiiwhidh will Bavy having left A\lu,«r‘ in command of one of the ships composing Syed Thoweynee’s expedition. {
58 Wibordinetidn ds by I}e is, lmwv\:ur, favorable to Syed Majid, and is married to a daughter of Syed Soliman, the |
7 Governor of Zanzibar. He inherited the territory of Sink quite independent of Muscat, and ’
: : many tribes of Bedouins paid tribute to him ; but about the year 1825 he was dispossessed by |
r and his African terri- the Sultan of Sohar, and has since resided at Muscat, having married the sister of the
ay still be expedient to late Imam, Syed Saeed.” B
do so. At first sight it
am had probably no right Again—
r purchase, or marr &
o i “ On my questioning Syed Hillal regarding the eustoms of the Chiefs of Oman regarding
succession, he stated that no law of primogeniture is recognized ; that might, coupled with
involved in this enquiry the election by the tribe, is the only right; that, generally, on the death of a Chief, his sons |
«ce payment. Zanzibar i disputed the succession, and that the one who had most influence with the tribe, or who gave i
cial emporium of B the greatest hopes of being an efficient leader, was elected ; thatit was on this principle the E
uscat, again, is a of late Imam was himself elected to the exclusion of his elder brother, and that anxious, therefore, ]
periority the race b to avert the disputes which he foresaw would otherwise occur amongst his numerous sons after his '
Abbass, Kishm, and othet death, he bad, during his own life, divided his dominions amongst his three sons,—the Princes 1§
render it probably more Thoweynee, Toorkee, and Majid,—leaving all the details of administration in their hands with it
\ the prosperity "of both the full understanding that they were to suce: to the full sovereignty of each after his 16
ondiBanis sodlfagiiely own death, That the late Imam considered this so plainly settled that be did not consider any '
: * *

as shewn a most laudable
. of legitimate commerce.

in the Persian Gulf has
Government has at heart
nance of maritime peace
exhaust his resources in an
wld probably have resulted
the 8rd paragraph of this
is opportunity, and was

n the discussion, and
the facts of the e
ubmit anauthenticat-
the date and manner
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IIEF WITH REGARD TO
Rigby a full and clear

Events preceding the arbitration by the Government of India

report on the ]u}intn specified by the Bombay Government. The first subject
:11111114*{1 to 1:_}' him was the custom of Arab Chiefs with regard to succession.
On this subject he wrote—

43 There is no doubt that, according to many precedents in the Imam’s family, he did possess
the right of dividing his dominious as he }ir‘.u:wl, or of assigning any part of them to either
of his sons during his own life. The rights of primogeniture h ' never been recognized
among the Imams of Oman. Syed Saeed himself was elected to be the ruler, to the exclusion

written will on the subject necessary.” By the accompanying genealogical
table* of the family of the Imams, it will be seen that if the
law of primogeniture or hereditary right prevailed, neither
of the present sons of the late Imam has ar
Prince Hillal, the eldest son of the late Imam
brother of the late Imam Saeed bin
ha of Egypt and
\cle, would have
five members of the

# Vide Appendix A.

right to succeed ; for two sons are living of the
, two sons of Salem bin Sultan, the elder
Sultan d if the succession devolved as in the family
Muhomedan States, Syed Hillal, the son of the late
1e eldest of the family. And the fact that neither
attempted to dispute the succession, proves that

me other

t to appoint his own successors.”

8. CapTAIN RieBY’'S REPORT. POSITION OF ZANZIBAR WITH REGARD TO
sr.—With regard to the subordination of Zanzibar to Muscat, Captain
by wrote—

Mu

Rigl

« From his having appointed his second son to inherit the African dominions, and
his third son to succeed him in the Arabian possessions, it was evidently not the intention of
His Hight that Zanzibar should be tributary to Muscat, but that the Stctes should be
entirely independent of each other. The Prin Chalid was installed as ruler of the African
dominions during his father’s absence at Muscat, and, on his death, which occurred on 7th
November 1854, His Highness passed over two of his sons and appointed his fourth son,
Prince Majid, to succeed his deceased brotl in the government of the African dominions; and
it was proclaimed to all the chief Ar: in open durbar that he was to be rcgun_lml F\:xctl}' in
the same position as Prince Khalid had held, and that he had succeeded to all his rights and
the future sovereignty of Zanzibar and the African dominions.”

Again—
“In answer to a question from me, whether the family of the Imam considered that
Zanzibar was to remain in any way dependent on Museat, Syed Hillal ropl\_ml that, according
to Arab custom, wherever the Chief took up his abode, that was considered as the seat of
7
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ion of a port on the

9. CarraIy Riesy’s REPORT.
I:

WILL OF THE DECEASED IMam.—Regard-
ing the will of the

wte Imam, Captain [li'_:f»‘\' said—

«T have | formed by His Highness Syed Majid, by Syed Soliman bin Ahmed,
and by Syed the late Imam did not leave any will ‘or instruetions h'hlm;\tm
the succession to his dominior that the paper* appointine
- e N PR Maiid: Syed- Solimanibiy A d, and Syed Mahomed
oy Salem as his” executors, refers solely to his domestic affairs,

e payment of leea

on this subject, Syed Soliman
having nominated none of
Majid, was a strong proof

1

euce in his sense of justice
and fair

10. Capraiv Riepy’s Ry PORT. HISTORY OF THE A QUISITION OF ZANZIBAR
! BY THE ARAB TRIBES OF OifaN —Captain Rigby in his report gave the fol-
owing account of the acquisition of Zanzibar and the other African possessions
: | of the late Imam by the Arab tribes of Oman 5
*“The earliest setilement of Arabs on the east coast Africa, of which there is any
] authentic account, is that of the El Harth tribe from tha ne vorhood of Bahrein, who, about
the year A. D > citles of Magadosho and Brava; about 60 yearsafter the city
of y a colony of Persians from S| iraz, and from these points the Arabs
an ually extended their authority over the whole of the east coast as far as
{ S possession of the islands of Moufin, Zanzibar, and Pemba. For several
! | 1 > settlements formed a number of flourishir g republics governed by elders,
| elected by the cit zens ; they carried on a great trade with Arabia, Pe rsia, and India ; and, when
! Vasco de Gama first visited this coast in 1498, he found that Mozambique, Keelwa, Mombass,
‘ Melinda, Brava, and Magadosho, were fi urishing, well-built cities, the Arab inhabitants living
i in luxury, and the women clothed in rich silks and satins.
! “The conquest of these rich settlements by the Portuguese and the destruction of their
| commerce soon followed. in 1698 the inhabitants of Mombass, rendered desperate by the tyranny
of their Portuguese rulers, sent a deputation to Saif bin Sultan, the Imam of Oman, requesting
! his aid to free them from their oppressors ; the Imam, in cousequence, sent a naval force and
| wrested Mombass from the Portuguese, Zanzibar and Keelwa soon afterwards submitted, and
! the Portuguese were massacred or expelled from all their settlements north of Cape Delga
| But about the year 1728 the disty cesin Oman caused the Imam to withdraw from the
oast of Afyi and the Portuguese again obtained possession of their former territori
established their authority along the whole coast from Patta to Keelwa,
| “A few years after the Portuguese were again driven out
) !

) which took possession of Mombass, and he also placed a

until the a te Imam in 1506, m st \rl'hwum!nrlus,

ions of Syed Said, wer governed by their ow )

subjeciion to the Imam of Oman. In 1746 the inhabitan the island and city

of Mombass  elected Ali bin Osman  as their Sultan, and threw off all allegiance to the Imar

At the accession of the late Imar d Said, Mom 0 verned by anindependent Cl
8

it, and the Imam sent three ships
garrisonin Zanzibar, Py i

ession of the

m this time
which afterwards comprised

S, sometimes wi

the African do:

nominal

a
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Events preceding the arbitration by the Government of India

,l':yv""”"' SlufiLh Ahmed bin Mahomed; Patta was governed by the Sultan, Foom Amadi.
This Chief died 28th January 1807, when the succession was disputed by his son, Foom Alute,
and his son-in-law, Wuzeer, whose father had been : inated by Foom Amadi. It ended
in the triumph of Wuzeer, who was elected Sultan under the title of Sultan Ahmed. Wuzeer
l?unng obtained the assistance of the Chief of Mombass, it was agreed that Patta should, in
future, be a dependency of Mcmbass, and that an agent of the Mc mbass Chief should reside
there. The followers of Foom Alote retired to Lamoo, which city refused to acknowledge
the authority of the new Sultan of Patta, in consequence. of which the Chief of Mombass
marched against this city with a large force, but was defeated.

~ “In order to guard against fature attacks from Mombass the inhabitants of Lamoo
claimed the protection of the Imam Syed Said, and sent an envoy to Muscat. Syed Said
consented to send a Governor to Lamoo, and selected for this office one Khaleef bin Nassir,
who, by order of the Imam, erccted a fort there.

¥ On the death of Ahmed bin Mahomed, Chief of Mombass, in 1814, his son, Abdulla,
refused to recognize the suzerainty of the Imam, and, instead of sending the customary annual
present to Muscat, he sent a suit of armour, a little gun-powder, and a few bullets as a
dn_‘ﬁ:um-; shortly after Abdulla went to Bombay, and was well received by the Governor. Af er
his return the inhabitants of Brava, having requested his intervention, placed the town and
district under his suzerainty. In the meantime the youngest son of Foom A adi, the late
Sultan of Patta, by name Buana Sheikh, had gone to Muscat to claim the assistance of the
Tmam, and returned with a force, which succeeded in obtaining the election of Buana Sheikh
as Sultan of Patta under the sovereign authority of the Imam, Syed Said. In 122, in con-
sequence of the encroachments of Abdulla, the Sultan of Mombass, Syed Said, sent a naval force
to compel the submission of the Chiefs on the coast to his authority ; and the Chiefs of Bravy,
Patta, and other places, by a formal act, acknowledged the sovereignty of the Imam.

« About this time Maklomed bin Nassir, who had been appeinted by the Imam Governor
of Zanzibar, took possession of the Island of Pemba; and the Sultan of Mombass, Soliman
bin Ali, fearing that Syed Said intended to attack his territory, placed the island and fort of
Mombass under British protection, and the British flag was hoisted on the 3rd December 1823
with consent of the population. On the 7th February 1524 Captain Owen, in the British
frigate Leven, concluded a convention, by which the port of Mombass and its dependen-
cies, including the Island of Pemba and the coast comprised between Melinda and the River
Pangam, were placed under the protectorate of Great Britain under the following cunditions :

¢ 1st, that Great Britain should reinstate the Chief of Mombass in his former
possession ;

“9nud, that the sovereignty of the State should continue to be exercised by the Clief
of the Mazara tribe, and be hereditary in his family ;

«3rd, that an agent of the protecting Government should reside with the Chief ;

« 4¢k, that the customs revenues should be equally divided between the two contract-
ing parties;

« 5¢h, that trade with the interior be permitted to British subjects ; and

“ 6¢h, that the slave trade shall be abolished at Mombass.

¢ The English protectorate over Mombass not having been ratified by the British Govern-
ment, in January 1628, the Imam, Syed Said, fitted out a considerable expedition and sailed for
Mombass, which surrendered to him, and, on the 11th January 1828, having taken possession of
the fort and left a garrison, he proceeded with his fleet to Zanzibar, which he then visited for
the first time.

« From the above resumé it is evident that the greater part of the African dominions of
the late Imam were his own acquisition, and, although prior to bis accession to power, the
Imams of Oman had at various times exercised a nominal suzerainty over some parts of it,
vet he first consolidated the whole into one dominion extending for 1,100 miles along the East
Coast of Africa, and including the rich Islands of Zanzibar, Pemba, and Moufea.”

11. CapraiNy Riesy’s REPORT. ANNUAL TRIBUTE CLAIMED BY Muscaz
PROM ZANZIBAR.— With respect to the annual tribute claimed by Muscat,
Captain Rigby wrote—

« Tt does not appear that the late Imam ever alluded to such a payment, either in writing
or verbally ; and that, if from what 1 bave above stated, it is considered that the late Imam
9
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Events preceding the arbitration by the Government of India

did intend bis son, Prince Majid, to inherit his African dominions, that it was absolutely and

in full sovereignty without requiring him to pay any tribute to Muscat, or show any mark

of dependency.

“The claim of Syed Thoweynee to this payment is probably founded on a promise made
by Syed Majid to pay his brother forty thousand crowns annually. On this subject His
Highn ed Majid informs me, and he is confirmed by Syed Soliman, Syed Hillal, and
all principal Arabs, that soon after the death of the late Imam, Syed Thoweynee sent his cousin,

nt to his
f

fa

Syed Mahomed bin Salem, from Muscat to Zanzibar tc rer that, as the
revenues of Musecat are much less than those of Zanz r had been in the
habit of assisting the Muscat Treasury with remittances from Zanzibar, he hoped his brother
would continue to assist him ; and, in consequence, Syed Majid agreed to remit to his brother
forty thousand crowns annually, of which sum ten thousand crowns were to be for the
payment of the tribute to the Wahabees, ten thousand crowns to their brother, Syed Toorkee,
the Sultan of Sohar, and the remaining twenty thousand dollars for himself; but that it
was stipulated that the payment of the entire amount should be conditional on Syed
Thoweynee abstaining from hostilities with his brother, Syed Toorkee; and that as Syed
ﬂ'hO\\'CS'lxce has violated this agreement, and never paid his brother, Syed Toorkee, any portion
of the money, and has besides squandered it in creating dissensions amongst the Arab tribes
and in making war upon Syed Toorkee, he has not remitted the amount for the past year.

, and as their

“It appears that no written

yreement was made on this subject ; it was all arranged
verbally in open durbar. Arabs h i

version to writing : no records of any sort are
kept at Zanzibar, the most important affairs are settled in public durbar without any
written proceedings. On this account I have not been able to obtain any written documents
bearing upon the various points of this despatch. I am informed that the paper left by the
late Imam referring to the distribution of his private property is in the possession of his
nephew, Syed Mahomed bin Salem, one of the executors, and who is now residing at Mecca.
1 understand that he is so annoyed with the proceedings of his cousin, Syed Thoweynee (he is
the eldest son of the late Imam’s elder brother), that he has expressed his determination of
never returning to Muscat, and that he has purchased a house and property at Surat, where he
intends taking up his abode on his return from Mecca.

gres

““ But even supposing that the claim of Syed Thoweynee to the payment of the above
forty thousand crowns annually were just, the warlike preparations to oppose the unprovoked
aggressions of Syed Thoweynee have caused such a large outlay for the purchase of arms and
ammunition, equipment of ships, payment of soldiers, &ec., that it would be quite impossible
for the Zanzibar Treasury to make any payment to Muscat for some years to come. The
Custom Master at Zanzibar has given me the following statement of the income and liabilities
of His Highness Syed Majid, viz.,—

German Crowns.

“ Annual farm of customs fs ... 190,000
“ Do. for the Island of Pemba o 6,000
“Tax paid by the Mukhadim, original inhabitants of Zanzibar ... 10,000

Total revenune ... 206,000

There is no land or house-tax, or any other source of revenue. Besides the public
revenue, His Highness has no resources, except a sum of 90,000 crowns left to him by his
father. The cost of the recent warlike preparations is mnot yet exactly ascertained ; but it is
known to much exceed 100,000 crowns, or two-and-a-half lakhs of rupees. His Highness owes
200,000 crowns to Jairam Sewjee, the Custom Master at Zanzibar, for sums advanced to meet

public charges, and also 50,000 crowns on account of mouey advanced at Bombay for the
building of a new corvette.”

12. CapraiNy RieBY’s REPORT. INTRIGUES OF SYED THOWEYNEE.—After
having consented to submit the question of his claims to the arbitration of the
Governor General, Syed Thoweynee sent one Hamed bin Salem to Zanzibar
charged with a letter to Syed Majid, to the effect that the bearer had been
deputed to arrange all differences between the brothers. It was also discovered
that Syed Thoweynee had secretly seut 40,000 dollars to Zanzibar to be expend-
ed in exciting the people to revolt against his brother.

10
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Events preceding the arbitration by the Government of India.

13. CapraiN Ri6BY’s REPORT. POSITION AND PROSPECTS OF ZANZIBAR.—
The following observations of Captain Rigby, at the close of his interesting
report, are worthy of being placed on record :

“ With the exception of a few of the great slave-proprietors of the Arab tribe of El Harth,
there is no party at Zanzibar favorable to Syed Thoweynee, and, even admitting that he might, Al
after a bloody struggle, establish his rule over the Island of Zanzibar, the Sowahili inhabitants 1
of the dominions on the main land would never submit to him ; when nine of the buggalows ‘ |
of his expedition recently arrived on the coast, the whole population was in arms against them,
and they could not land to procure water at any point. The Sowahilis always associate the |
Muscat Arabs with the foreign slave trade. Syed Majid has far more power and influence on i
the main land than his father ever possessed. Captain Burton told His Highness that even on {
the shores of the Lake Tanganika, 600 miles inland, the Natives composed songs in his praise !
as the great and just prince dwelling on the sea shore. Numbers of these people, the ‘
Munianise, visit Zanzibar every year to dispose of their ivory, and, finding justice and security ‘,
with no fear, as formerly, of being seized and sold as slaves, they speak in praise of the I i
prince far over the iuterior.

“The question of the political relations of Zanzibar assumes an importance from the |
position this State seems destined to occupy as the chief power on the East Coast of Africa, |
and from the designs cf the French to encroach upon it and obtain a footing on the main §

n land, the knowledge recently acquired that the interior is a fine, healthy country producing l I
abundantly cotton, sugar, coffee, gums, &e., with a quiet agricultural population, will probably | J
make the French still more anxious to obtain a footing. Their settlements at Nass Beh and
Magotta are very unhealthy, and have disappointed all the expectations formed of attracting com- |
merce to their ports. From possessing a commodious secure harbour and a salubrious climate, LR |
Zanzibar is rapidly becoming the emporium of the trade of all the east coast. Even the pro- i
duce of the Portuguese settlements is brought to Zanzibar for shipment, to avoid the i
payment of the heavy duties levied at the Portuguese ports. When the officers of 4
Her Majesty’s steamer Zynz were recently at Tete, 300 miles up the Zambesi, they
found the shops supplied with British goods, which had been conveyed through the con-
tinent by Arab caravavs from Zanzibar, and undersold the heavily-taxed goods imported
through the Portuguese Custom House. The Portuguese settlements on the east coast are in
the last stage of misery and decay, and it is not probable that they will be able to retain them
many years. Even at Mozambique, the seat of the Governor General, no Portugunese dare ge
five miles from the settlement, and were they not restrained by the fear of foreign intervention,
the Arabs would dispossess the Portuguese in a day. It is probable that, ere long, the whole
coast, as far as Delagoa Bay, will form part of the Zanzibar dominions ; the Arabs are forming
settlements along the -Mozambique Channel, and not long ago the Sultan of Angozha, an
island to the south of Mozambique, wished the Sultan of Zanzibar to declare him a feudatory,
but the offer was declined by Syed Majid.”

14. GOVERNMENT CONSENT TO ARBITRATE WITH PREVIOUS CONSENT OF
BOTH PARTIES.—On receipt of Captain Rigby’s report above summarized, and
after a careful consideration of the correspondence that had passed, the Govern-
ment of India replied in the following terms to the Bombay Government
(letter No. 4590, dated 27th July 1859) : After commenting on the insincerity
of Syed Thoweynee’s offer to accept arbitration, as evinced by his letter to
Syed Majid, as well as by the proceedings of his emissary at Zanzibar, Govern-
ment refused to arbitrate in a case where it was manifest that one of the
parties would be unwilling to abide by the arbitrament. Syed Thoweynee was
to be warned that Government would hold him responsible for injury inflicted
on British subjects, and that it recognized no pretension on his part to be the
superior or suzerain of Syed Majid. The Government letter concluded—

«The Government of Bombay will judge whether it will be best to despatch a vessel to
Muscat, with an officer specially appointed to make this communication to Syed Thoweynee.
1f a vessel and a trustworthy officer are available, the Governor General in Council thinks
it will be best:

«The vessel should then proceed to Zanzibar, with instructions to Captain Rigby, Her
Majesty’s Consul, to inform Syed Majid of what has passed.

«Tf Syed Majid is still disposed to make to his brother the annual remittance of 40,000
Crowns, and o contioue it so long as g0 aggression or unreasonable pretension proceeds from
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Events preceding the arbitration by the Government of India

Muscat, this may still offer the means of bringing about an :mnm.‘rh:ulp)."v.xv:mlx:r 0
Captain Rigby would do well to encourage it. But the arrangement should n t bear the
character of a subsidy from a subordinate government to a superior one. It should be a free
gift on the part of Syed Maj in accordance with the previous engagement, to which,
although Syed Thoweynee has forfeited the right to claim execution of it, he is still willing to
revert

“If by the above course we should not succeed in averting hostilities, and if a more
authoritative arbitration should be found to be nece ary, then the first step must be to obtain
the formal consent and signature of both parties to articles of arbitration, obliging each to
abstain from aggression during the arbitration, and to abide by the decision of the Governor
General.

“This would give the Government of India the right to enforce compliance with its
award, and it seems likely that nothing short of it would secure compliance.

““The Govern ie as strong objections to entangling the Government
of India in any kind, still, rather than that the dispute
between the Chiefs of Muscat and Zan grow into open hostility, giving opportunity
for the intervention of other powers, the Governor General in Council is w illing that the
responsibility above described should be undertaken,”

15. PROGRESS OF EVENTS IN MUSCAT AND ZANzIBAR.—Things continu-
ed in an unsettled condition in Muscat during the months of May and June.
Syed Thoweynee’s emissary continued to urge upon Syed Majid to accede to
his master’s demands, especially with regard to the payment of 40,000 dollars
annually, the cession of the Port of Mombass on the coast of Africa, and the
renunciation of the custody, as his father’s executor, of the property of the
i young children of the late Imam. Captain Rigby wrote—

“I have a strong impression that Syed Thoweynee’s only object in wishing to obtain
‘{ possession of the Port of Mombass is to make it over to the French in some form. Captain

Owen in describing it says—¢ There is, perhaps, not a more magnificent harbour in the world
than Momba The surrounding country is fertile and healthy, there being no swamps nor
stagnant po: =

! The Chiefs of the El Harth tribe and Syed Burgash were actively foment-
) ing disturbances with the view of intidimating Syed Majid, and the latter
It only hesitated to seize his brother and the prin-
{} # In the foregoing paragraphs are summa.  cipg] E] Harth Chiefs from the fear of precipi-
Cons., 2:;;1; February 1859, Nos. 46-50 tating an outbreak, in which much innocent

» 3rd June 1859, 21-2

blood would necessarily be shed. On one oc-
casion, when the Sultan proposed to seize Syed
Bargash quietly, the latter was informed by
the French Consul of the design against him.* :

» 17th June 1859,

" rized the papers below mentioned:
|

! 29th July 1859,
|

|

The attitude of the El Harth tribe became at le
Syed Majid was compelled to adopt decisive
accordingly, on the 7th July 1859,

ngth so threatening that
measures against them, and,
| he arrested all their principal Chiefs.
Several of them were released in giving security for their future good behaviour,
!)ut five, who were the most active in fomenting disturbances, were confined in
|11 irons. Among the latter number was Abdulla Bin Salem, who has already
! ! 1:eq11 alluded to (paragraph 3) as one of the most influential and dangerous
i Chiefs of the tribe. On learning of the capture of their Chiefs, the El Harth
c?_llc(jtud und: :xswm‘]»lmg their slaves, threatened to set fire to the town,

AT Finding the Sultan firm, however, they dispersed quietly.

16. REBELLION OF SYED BUurGasH.—

‘ reported that Syed Burgash had broken o

brother, and had. on the 8th idem, fle

up a strong position in the inte
12

On the 21st October Captain Rigby
ut into open rebellion against his
) d from the town of Zanzibar and taken
rior of the island. He was soon Jjoined by the
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Events preceding the arbitration by the Government of India.

El Harth, by mercenaries from the Persian Gulf, and by African slaves from
the plantations. It was not till the 12th that Syed Majid, with the habit of
procrastination peculiar to Arabs, marched against his brother with a force
of 5,000 men. On the following day alarming rumours from the interior were
received in Zanzibar. The shops were closed, and all who could do so com-
menced to remove their families from the town. Towards evening the town
was in a state of anarchy. Shots were flying in every direction, and a British
subject, one of the principal banian merchants, was shot dead at his own door,
and another was dangerously wounded. Fortunately at this juncture Her
Majesty’s steamer Lyna arrived off the town, and, on the following day, Captain
Rigby, accompanied by as many naval officers as could be spared, called on the
Sultan, who was still inactive, and informed him of the outrages that had
been committed on British subjects, and told the Chiefs, by whose advice
Syed Majid was induced to refrain from taking active measures, that he
would hold them responsible for the outrage. The result of this visit was
that Syed Majid advanced with his whole force to attack the rebels. Syed
Burgash had taken up a position in a large upper-storied stone building
with several smaller buildings detached, the whole surrounded by a thick stone
wall, which had been loopholed and otherwise prepared for defence. The rebels
had three brass guns, and were evidently determined to show a firm front.
The British officers, who had accompanied Syed Mujid’s force, got two guns and
some rockets in position, which they served themselves and succeeded in blow-
ing open the gates and inner-doors of the house. Syed Majid’s troops could
not be induced to storm the place, and the officers returned to their ships in the
evening.

17. AIp OoF BRITISH TROOPS GIVEN TO SYED MAJID AGAINST SYED
BURGASH. SURRENDER OF THE LATTER.—Next day the Sultan, finding all his
efforts fail to induce his own troops to storm the enemy’s position, applied for the
aid of British troops. Captain Rigby complied with his request, and a detach-
ment,some one hundred strong with a 12-pounder howitzer, was disembarked from
the Assaye and marched to attack the rebels. On arriving at their position, it
was found to have been evacuated, and the building was accordingly destroyed.
During the day intelligence was received that Syed Burgash was lying coun-
cealed in his own house, which was immediately surrounded, and he was at
length induced to surrender himself, and was taken to the Sultan’s palace.
Arms for 800 men and one gun were found in his house, and 400 muskets were
also discovered in the house of Abdulla bin Salem, the El Harth Chief.
Syed Majid returned to Zanzibar and was joyfully welcomed by the whole popu-
lation. On the following day Syed Burgash, in a public durbar, wrote out a
formal engagement to quit the Zanzibar dominions for ever, never to plot or
wage war against his brother, to proceed to any port fixed on by Captain
Rigby, and always to act according to the wishes of the British Government.
This engagement was signed by the British officers and Arab Chiefs present, and
Syed Burgash took an oath on the koran to abide by it, adding in aloud voice—

T swear I will never again listen to the advice of the French, nor of the El Harth, nor of
any one except the British Government.”

Agreeably to the Sultan’s request, Syed Burgash was received on board the
Assaye, which was to convey him to Muscat. The El Harth tribe, who had
hcen-heavy losers by their unsuccessful attempt at rebellion, made their sub-
mission to Syed Majid, and all seem quiet on the island. In reporting the
above events to Government, Captain Rigby observed—

“1 am fully aware of the responsibility I have incurred by complying with the requisition
of His Highness for the aid of Her Majesty’s {roops, and that I should not have been justified
in doing so had it been a case of His Highness’s subjects endeavoring to rid themselves of
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On being informed of Captain Rigby’s proceedings, the Government of
India praised him highly for the sound judgment exercised by him throughout
the whole transaction.

18. CoMMANDER CRUTTENDEN’S MISSTON T0 MuscAT. CONSENT OF SYED
THOWEYNEE TO ARIDE BY ARBITRATION OF GOVERNMENT.—On receipt of the
orders of the Government of India (vide para. 14) the Bombay Government
had despatched Commander Cruttenden, of the Indian Navy, in Her Majesty’s
steamer Feroze to Muscat in order to communicate the substance of the
orders to Syed Thoweynee. That officer arrived at his destination on the
12th September, and found that Syed Thoweynee had just returned from an

! expedition against his brother, Syed Toorkee, which had terminated without
i bloodshed, owing, it was said, to the remonstrances of the Resident at Bushire
| and the mediation of the Aboothabee Chief.

\ [ On the day after his arrival at Muscat, Commander Cruttenden waited on
the Sultan and informed him of the subject of his mission. The latter was
greatly chagrined at the refusal of the Government of India to recognize him

| as his brother’s suzerain, and seemed to think his case had been prejudged.

| “. He denied that he had acted in any way contrary to good faith, and said that
[iH all he wanted was a fair settlement of his claims against Zanzibar and his
\ brother, whom he accused of exciting his brother, Syed Toorkee of Sohar, to

[ 1Hi rebel against by sending up to him about four months previously ina French
} vessel a (lllfllllitl\ of treasure, powder, shot, and arms, all of which were landed.

I He complained that he had no one to represent his side of the question to

i Government, who heard such lengthened-details from the British Consul at

| Zanzibar of his (Syed 'l‘lm\w)nuc"s“m:[s that they could not help believing

| them. He denied the justice of the division of his father's property, declaring

! that he had left no will; that, had he done so, his two sons, Burgash and Faisul,

\ who were with him when he died, would have been cognizant of it, and that
if Syed Majid held Zanzibar, it ought to be on payment of an annual sum to
the elder brother. Commander Cruttenden’s 1‘01>u1'\‘ continued—

! ‘ “ His “;‘_';HIL.~\ farther aceused his brother ut Zanzibar of having ¢ devoured’ the shares
4 | of the late Imam’s property left to the younger branches of the family, aud of having failed
to fulfil his promise of an annual }x:x_vnn-uf of 40,000 German Crowns as gu iteed in the

! agreement made between them by Syed Mahomed bin Salem, and which agreement, in

original, was now at Muscat.
. “T pressed to be allowed to see this docament, but was told that it was in Syed Mahomed
- ) )
bin Salem’s Ihouw, and that he was absent on the | ilgrimage, but daily expected in the
ship Sagof. 'The Sagof did arrive two days afterwards, but the Syed had remained behind.
14
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Events preceding the arbitration by the Government of India.

“On my asking His Highness if there was any clause in that paper stipulating that a
certain portion of this sum should be paid to Syed Toorkee, who was to be left unmolested at
Sohar, he at first denied it, and then, with some inconsistency, said ¢he
agreement.” I told him that I had always understood that his brother,
placed in possession of Sohar by his father’s express wish, and he denied it
first conquered the place, and who had so good a right to it, therefore, as hir

* Ok * * ¥

bad not seen the
Syed Toorkee, was
ing that he had
If.

““ Although I allowed His Highness to relate his various and manifold
grievances at length, I declined entering into any discussion as to their merits, as I told His
Highness it would be disrespectful to His Excellency the Governor General, who had consented
to arbitrate, provided His Highness would give the required guarantee
him to do this and to weigh e:

and, strongly urging
efully all I had told him, I took my leave.”

After waiting four days for a reply to the communication of the Govern-
ment of India, Commander Cruttenden was at length summoned to hear
read over the reply which Syed Thoweynee proposed to make. This, however,
he found to be anything but satisfactory, very indefinite, and in no way binding
the Sultan to abide by the award of the Governor General. Commander
Cruttenden bluntly refused to be the bearer of a letter having no specifie
meaning, and the Sultan, somewhat disconcerted at his refusal, agreed to give
an engagement binding himself to abide by the arbitration. Accordingly,
on the following morning, a letter was brought off, but it turned out fo
be couched in precisely the same terms as the one read on the previous
day ; it was, therefore, returned also. Next was brought a letter written and
signed by the Wazir on behalf of the Sultan, Thisalso Commander Crutten-
den refused to take, and at length Syed Thoweynee, by the advice of his brother,
Syed Mahomed bin Saeed, gave the required guarantee, which was forwarded
to Government. Captain Cruttenden placed but little faith on the sincerity
of the Sultan, who had shewn himself extremely reluctant to enter into any
engagement. He observed—

he award of His Excellency, he feels, will be fin
further excuse for molesting his brother whilst his own pos

«

nd conclusive, and he will have no
ion will probably not be bettered.

admit that he was inde-
dered himself fully em-

‘“ As regards Syed Toorkee, His Highness would not for an instant
pendent. He styled him his ‘wali’ or governor, and, as such, cons
powered to exercise authority over him.

‘“ After the landing of the stores from the French vessel for Sohar, His Highness ordered
Syed Toorkee to dismiss his present garrison, and replace them with some friends of his own,
which Syed Toorkee refused to do ; and, consequently, His Highness prepared an expedition
against him, which terminated, as before stated, without any result, Syed Toorkee is yet
on the receipt -of a monthly stipend from the customs at Muscat.”

19. SECOND OUTBREAK OF SYED BUureAsm.—Her Majesty’s steamer Assaye,
which had in the meantime proceeded on a cruise, but without Syed Burgash,
for whom other arrangements were made, returned to Zanzibar on the 5th
September. The presence of the vessel gave great confidence to the people,
and the Sultan expressed himself as highly grateful for the moral support
against foreign intrigue afforded by its arrival. Captain Rigby deemed it advis-
able to keep the Assaye at Zanzibar until the French @]umm:mdcr—in-Chinf,
who was shortly expected in the Cordeliere, had taken his departure, as, even
if that officer did not interfere in the internal affairs of the State, it would be
generally supposed, after what occurred during the prm‘ious‘ visit, of the
.('m'rh,'/u./'w, that he had designs hostile to the Sultan. lmtcr,‘ in Sv]rtclnl{cr,
Captain Rigby wrote that all was quiet at Zanzibar, and the EI Harth tribe
had become quite submissive. Events which ]\{u} oceurred in Muscat had com-
pletely detached them from Syed Thoweynee s‘.:}xh‘. It had come to the ears of
the latter that the El Harth had imposed upon him, and appropriated the money
he had sent to Zanzibar for the purpose of exciting a revolution. Thereupon he
seized a ship belonging to Abdullah bin Salem, Chief of the tribe, thus making

15
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Events preceding the arbitration by the Government of India

the El Harth his enemies at once. They had subsequently been extremely anxious
to be reconciled to Syed Majid. The Muscat ship Caroline with Syed Thowey-
nee’s Agent, Ahmed bin Salem (a cousin of both Syed Thoweynee and Syed
Majid), on board had at last left Zanzibar, This Ahmed Captain Rigby repre-
sented to be a dangerous and unscrupulous person. During the whole of his visit
he had been intriguing with the French Consul with the view of gaining the
support of the latter in his designs against Syed .\I'I.jllrl, R Il' was not until
after the Sultan had remonstrated strongly against his intimacy that the
French Consul, in open durbar, refused to shake hands with Ahmed bin Salem,
or to take any further notice of him. Shortly after this, said Captain Rigby,
Ahmed bribed an Albaman jemadar of Syed Majid’s to assassinate his master ;
but the plot was discovered in time. There was good reason to believe that
Syed Burgash was privy to the attempted assassination, and the Sultan, there-
fore, determined to send him away at once.

On the 9th October Captain Rigby reported that Syed Burgash had again
been giving trouble in Zanzibar. One of Syed Majid’s own ships had been
prepared to take him to Oman, but, after delaying his departure on various
pretences for several days, he at length obstinately refused to leave his house,
where he collected some of Syed Majid’s younger brothers and their mothers,
and which he threatened to blow up with gun-powder if force was used. He
was induced, however, to promise compliance with the order to embark,
and, at his request, a buggalow was prepared to take him to Maculla on the
Hadramaut coast, where he expressed a wish to go until he could ascertain what
sort of a reception he would meet with from Syed Thoweynee. His baggage

M and provisions were embarked, but the night before his intended departure he

Il escaped into the interior of the island, and took possession of a large country

| house belonging to Lis deceased brother, Khaiid, which he commenced to fortif

i and openly declared his intention of opposing Syed Majid. Captain Rigby
[ did his best to induce the latter to take energetic measures at once before Syed

Burgash could entrench himself in his position and collect men by promises of
‘ pay and plunder. , The rebellion was not formidable, but, from the peculiar
mode of warfare of the Arabs, it was probable that none of the Sultan’s troops
| would dare to approach the stockade, and hence resistance could be prolonged

LN for a considerable time.
promise of embarking from Zanzibar, because he expected a French ship-of-
war to arrive there.

" It was commonly reported in the town that Syed Burgash had not kept his
\
i There is here a gap in the records of the Foreign Office, but it appears
il from a letter dated 27th December 1859, from Captain Jones, the Resident,
L | Persian Gulf, that Syed Burgash arrived during that month at Bunder Abbas,
1! where Syed Thoweynee happened to be at the time. Under cover of the same
{ communication, Captain Jones forwarded letters from the ruler of Muscat
| denying that his agent, Hamed bin Salem, had been concerned in any intrigues
l against Syed Majid when at Zanzibar, and repeating the accusation that Syed
Majid had aided Syed Teorkee with money and munitions of war.—( Cons. 9t
Rl ! lﬂar(,‘/} 1860, Nos 21-22,) Writing on the 30th November 1859, Lieutenant-Colo-
il nel Rigby reported all quiet at Zanzibar. The French Commodore in the Corde-
liere had arrived, and had shown dué courtesy and respect to the Sultan. After
| Fhe Commodore’s departure, the French Consul, who was supposed to be
) BT In correspondence with Syed Thoweynee, had continued his course of petty
2 i insult to the Sultan., ‘

! ~ In December 1859 Captain Rigby submitted a refutation of the allega-
il tions made by Syed Thoweynee against Syed Majid, with regard to the latter

i having aided Syed Toorkee with arms and money. He explained that the
I 16
[
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Events preceding the arbitration by the Governmer

payment of 40,000 dollars, which Syed Majid had agreed to remit annually to
his brother at Muscat, was conditional upon tl tter refraining from hostilities
iount so p:ml

against Toorkee, who was to receive yearly 10,000 out of the

in order toenable him to meet the tribute due to the Wahabee Chief from the

Sohar State. Out of the last half-yearly instalment paid by Syed Majid, Toorkee
his

had received nothing, and the former, therefore, sent brother by a French ship
5,000 dollars to compensate him for the sum withheld by Thoweynee. No
munitions of war had been supplied to Toorkee.—{Cons. 16¢(h March 1860,
Nos. 11-15.)
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CHAPTER II.

Arbitration of Government of India.

20. DEerUTATION OF BRIGADIER COGHLAN TO ENQUIRE INTO THE DISPUTE
BETWEEN ZANZIBAR AND Muscar.—On the 14th June 1860 the Bombay Gov-
ernment intimated that Brigadier Coghlan, the Political Resident at Aden, had
left on the 31st May for the purpose of investigating and reporting on the

. complications existing between Muscat and Zanzibar on the one hand, and
Sohar on the other. Associated with Brigadier Coghlan were the Reverend
P. Badger, a Medical Officer, and Mr. Hormuzd Rassam, the laiter gentleman
being appointed as British Agent at Muscat as a temporary measure. Brigadier
Coghlan was directed to proceed, in the first instance, to Muscat, and was fur-
nished with a letter to the Sultan of that place, intimating that he had been
appointed to enquire into the matters in dispute between himself and his
brother. The instructions issued to Brigadier Coghlan by the Bombay Govern-
ment were contained in a resolution dated 16th April 1860, of which the fcl-
lowing is an extract :

“ Resolved that the Political Resident be informed that this Government unreservedly
grants to him authority to investigate and report, for the information of the Supreme Govern-
ment, on the relative positions of the rulers of Muscat and Zanzibar. It will be the duty of
the Political Resident to ascertain what are the exact rights of the one in relation to the other
by religious law, family customs, specific instrument, or force of circumstances. Having arrived
at a conclusion on this question, it will remain for the Political Resident to consider whether
it is actually necessary that exact rights should be recognized, whether peace and tran-
quility may not more effectually be secured by inducing the antagonist parties to make

" mutual concessions, whether judicious compromise will not be of more real benefit to the
interests of all concerned, both ralers and subjects, than any rigid adherence to pretensions

~ based on exact rights., In other words, it will be for the Political Resident to ascertain what
is right and what is expedient, and whether the pacties can be induced partially to concede the
one for the purpose of permanently securing the other.

“The Right Hon’ble the Governor in Council considers that the whole question is open
to the investication and discussion of the Political Resident ; that it is the sole desire of the
supreme Government to administer justice between the contending parties, and that that
hizh authority will gladly avail itself of any fucts or considerations which Brigadier Coghlan
may be able to contribute towards the solution of existing complications.

“The question of guaranteeing to the Imam his Arabian o sions is one on which the
icht Hon’ble the Governor in Conncil would wish to be favored with the Political Resident’s
opinion. The Right Hon’ble the Governor in Council is not aware whether_any necessity
exists for the grant of such guarantee, but the Political Resident may be requested to
examine and report on the general question.”—( Proceedings, dpril 1860-61, Nos. 26-29.)

21. BricapiErR COGHLAN'S REPORT. SUBORDINATION OF ZANZIBAR TO
Muscar.—Brigadier Coghlan submitted two reports of his proceedings, the
first, dated 4th July 1860, written after visiting Muscat and previous to his
arrival at Zanzibar ; and the second, dated 4th December 1860, on the conclu-
sion of his labors. The first contained a statement of Syud Thoweynee's
case, as represented by himself, and also the result of Brigadier Coghlan’s
enquiries in Muscat, A great portion of the matter contained in the earlier

is embodied in the later report, which treats as a whole of the subject in dis- ‘1N
pute between the two brothers. Previous to commencing his enquiries at |
Muscat and Zanzibar, Brigadier Coghlan obtained from Syed Thoweynee and |

Syed Majid a bond consenting to submit their case to the arbitration of the
Governor General, and expressing their entire willingness to abide by His 5
Excellency’s decision in the matter, A statement of their respective cases ‘

i

were also submitted by the two brothers, The first point touched upon by
Brigadier Coghlan was the position of Zanzibar with regard to Muscat.
! 19
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Arbitration of Government of India

On this subject he wrote :

“1now proceed, in tl
ments adduced in
of Zanzibar and its /

an d

“ In the year 1807 His late Highness Syed Saced, second son of Syed Sultan,
elected by the principal t

as Sultan, his elder brother

Salim acquiescing in his J Dur

Sultan had taken from the Portuguese bar, Mor

also Kilwa and other places on t st coast of Africa. These ren ! ;
to Syed Saced, as forming part of the kingdom of Oman ; and, alth writy of
his predecessor over several of them bad been but mominal, or t precaric and
Syed Saeed may fairly be entitled to the merit of havi exte; and consolidated the

emp

e in those parts, nevertheless it was undoubtedly in virtue of his election in succes.
sion to Syed Sultan that be acquired the right of sovereignty over the A
dencies of Oman.

ican depen-

““Syed Saeed during his lifetime ruled over the conjoined dominions of Oman
Zanzibar. The seat of his government for many years was Muscat; but about the
1840 His Highness selected Zanzibar as his permanent residence, committing the s
nate rule of Muscat and other provinces to his sons or relatives.

and

“On the 24th of July 1844, Syed Sae
Jarl of Aberdeen, then Her Majesty’s I Secretary of State for Foreion
, wherein His Highness thus expre his wishes regarding his two elder sons
Khaled and Thoweynee (Hilal, the eldest, being entirely overlooked in the projected

a letter to the Right Hon’ble

{ arrangemen “ And after us (on our death) we constitute and appoint our son Khaled
1 i to be ruler of all our African possessions, that is to s all places on the continent of
! Africa between Magadosha, situated in about 2° 10 north latitude, and Cape Delgado,
1 situated in about 10° 42’ south latitude, with the adjacent islands now subject to our rule

all our possessions in Oman, in Arat in the Persian Gulf, and on the co

Syed Saeed’s object in writing this letter, as stated by Colonel Hamerton, w

whether he might look to Her M Government to guarantee the succession to

his sons Khaled and Thoweynee.’ ording to Colonel Righy, no reply exists in the

{ records of the Zanzibar Consulate either to Syed I’s letter above quoted, or to that from
Colonel Hamerton, which appears to have accompanied it.

] and under our dominion. And, in like manner, our son Sycd Thoweynee to be ruler o

“Syed Khaled died in 1854, and in a letter announcing the death of the late Syed
Saced to Lord Aberdeen, dated Z ibar, November 10th, 1856, Colonel Hamerton
writes: ‘All things here at present are quiet, and the government in the African pos-
sessions administered by his son Prince Majid, who has administered the government by
order of His Highness since the death of Prince Khaled on the 7th November 1854, 1
' have been given to understand that His Highness left a will and a written statement of
i his wishes regarding the succ n, I am perfectly well aware what His Highness’s inten-
t | tions regarding the succession were: that Syed Thoweynee, at Muscat, should succeed: to
]

the government of his Arabian possessions, provision being made for certain of his sons as
governors of certain places in his Arabian possessions ; and that the Prince Majid, whom
His Highness considered in the place of his deceased son Khaled, should succeed to the

government of his African possessions, provision being made for others of his sons as governors
1 of various places in his African possessions.’

\ ! “No written statement of the late Syed Saeed’s wisl
; | mentioned by Colonel Hamerton, has ever been found ; and the only will hitherto forth-

coming, as executed by His Highness, makes no provision whatever of that nature, but is
confined almost exclusively to the disposal of his personal property. Colonel Rigby, however,
confirms Colonel Hamerton’s statements r arding the promotion of Syed Majid to the post

A " which had become vacant by the death of his elder brother Khaled, in ‘these words: ¢The
!‘ Prince Khaled was installed as rule

hes regarding the succession, as

! 2 r of the African dominions during his father’s abser
i i Muscat ; and on his death, which occurred on the 7th November 1854, His Highness pass
i { over two of his sons, and appointed his fourth son Prince Majid to succeed his deceased

brothur_ in the government of the African dominions ; and it was proclaimed to all the chief
! Arabs in open durbar that he was to be regarded exactly in the same position as
I’ Khaled had held, and that he had succeeded to all his rights, and the future sover

Prince
gnty of
ster the
heir to the sovereignty, by virtue of his

Zanzibar and the African dominions, The Prince Majid thus continued to admini
government, acknowledged by all as the rightful
father’s act, as publicly proclaimed.’

20
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Arbitration of Government of India.

““Tt does not appear, however, that this substitution of Syed Majid in the place of Syed
Khaled was ever officially notified by His Highness Syed Saeed, either to the British or to any
other foreign governments in alliance with him; and Syed Majid was unable to produce
any native records attesting the arrangement as the act of the late sovereign. But the death
of the latter was communicated by His Highness to Great Britain, France, and the United
States of America; and letters of condolence were received by him in return from Her Most
Gracicus Majesty the Queen, from Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs, from His Imperial Majesty the Emperor of the French, and from the President
of the United States. The two former contain no recognition of Syed Majid’s sovereignty ;
but in the reply of the Emperor of the French, and in that of the President o the United
States, His Highness is congratulated on his accession to ‘the supreme power,” and to ¢ the
throne of the sultanry.” As no special mention, however, is made either of Muscat or Zanzibar
in these documents, and Syed Thoweynee’s position and claims are entirely overlooked, it is
highly probable that the two above-named governments were unacquainted with the actual
state of the case, and wrote under the impression that Syed Majid was the sole, rightful, and
acknowledged successor to the sovereignty of all the dominions of his deceased father, Syed
Saeed.

“The foregoing is a fair statement of the facts adduced from extraneous sources in
support of Syed Majid’s right to the sovereignty of Zanzibar and its African depen-
dencies. His Highness himself rests his pretensions on similar grounds, namely, on the fact
that, when his elder brother Khaled died, Syed Saeed appointed him Governor of Zanzibar
in his stead, and notified the same to all the chiefs of Africa, as well as to the foreign consuls
residing at Zanzibar; that he was duly recognized as such by vhem, and that he had occupied
that position two years prior to the death of his father, which event occurred while on a voyage
from Muscat to Zanzibar in 1856. His Highness then proceeds to establish his claim
to the sovereignty of Zanzibar, on the ground of his having been elected thereto by the people.
He writes: ‘When I heard the report of my father’s death, I called together my
brothers and family (only those, of course, who were present at Zanzibar at the time,) and all
the people in these parts from Sink (Delgado) to Marbat in order that they might recognise
me. To this they all agreed, and they accordingly elected me to be ruler over them, and
entrusted me with the direction of their affairs. He moreover considers that his sovereignty
over Zanzibar and its African dependencies has already been acknowledged by the representa-
tives of the different foreign powers who were in alliance with the late Syed Saced, and he
alleges that a similar recognition was virtually made by his brother Syed Thoweynee through
his agent Mahomed bin Salem, who, on the death of their father, was sent from Muscat
by the former fully empowered to treat with Syed Majid on his behalf. The yearly grant
which on that occasion he agreed to remit to his brother Thoweynee, Syed Majid maintains
was a purely friendly subsidy, and by no meansa tribute recognising in any way the suzerainty
of his brother Syed Thoweynee of Muscat.

« Unfortunately no documentary proofs are forthcoming to decide the important question
involved in the above transaction. Syed Thoweynee contends that the grant was given and
received as tribute, and the two brothers (who nevertheless now join in representing Mahomed
bin Salem as a villain) confidently appeal to his statements formerly made in support of their
opposite assertions. My original impression therefore is confirmed, namely, that the agent,
for his own private ends, deceived both parties, accepting the yearly grant at Zanzibar as a
fraternal gift from Majid to Thoweynee, and representing to the latter at Muscat that he had
stipulated for it as a tribute involving the recognition by his brother of his suzerainty over
Zavzibar and its African dependencies. Two documents, however, indirectly bearing on this
point, are attached in the Appendix. The first is a letter from Mahomed bin Salem at Muscat
to Luddah, the Customs Master at Zanzibar, desiring him to pay to bearer the balance of the
+ Musaadeh,” that is, the aid or subsidy granted by Syed Majid to his brother Thoweynee.
The other contains the original order drawn up in Syed Muju!’s own writing, authorising
the said Luddah to pay his brother Thoweynee every year ‘a subsidy’ of 40,000 crowns.

«All the arguments adduced or adducible in favor of Syed Majid’s claims are, I believe,
fully and fairly stated in the foregoing summary. They are based on the following grounds,
viz, :—

1. The will, or rather wishes, of His late Highness Syed Saeed.

2. His recognition by foreign powers. .

3. His virtual recognition by his rival brother Syed Thoweynee of Muscat.

4. His election as their Sovereign by the Chiefs of Zanzibar and its African depend-

encies,

1 shall now proceed to make a few remarks under these several heads.

SRS,
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Arbitration of Government of India.

« Although the tenor of the late Syed Saced’s official communication t } AbiMaen
in 1844, is not absolutely conclusive that he comtemplated dividing his empire by coustitut-
ine Zanzibar and its African dependencies a separate kingdom uander the sovereignty of his
seaond son Khaled, and although there is still less certain ground for inferring that on the

death of Khaled he purposed carrying out the same intention in behalf of his fourth son
Majid, nevertheless, I am of opinion that the evidence on that side outwei argument
on the other, that His late Highness, in his arrangements, actually made, or prospectively

designed, had nothing more in view than to allot subordinate governorships to one or more of

his sons under the paramount Sovereign of Oman.

«Thus much: conceded, however, the question arises whether the late Syed Saeed, in
conformity with pre-existing usag ssed the right of dividing his dominious, or of lispos-
ine of them at will. Syed Majid, during one of the Rev. Mr. Badger’s official interviews
\\'Eh him, cttempted at first to maintain that he had ; but on being requested to adduce one
single corrc

st history of the rulers of Oman, «

explain how it
fell out, if such was the recognised law on the subject, that the succession in the existing

rative instance in the

dynasty had so often been diverted from the direct line, and the supreme power successfully

S d andoned the argument as untena hat the
sovereignty of Oman had hitherto depended on election, the principal tribes generally choosing
the candidate who was either most beloved by them, or who possessed the greatest power to
enforce his pretensions. His Highness’s testimony in this respect is in exact accordance with
the account given by Syed Hilal, as reported by Colonel Rigby, of the mode of succession to
ignty of Oman : ¢ Might, coupled with election by the tribes, is the only right.
And ugniu,“ The one who had most influence with the tribes was elected.”

“ Colonel Rigby seemingly admits the same ; for in explaining his former use of the
word ¢ election,’ as applied to the succession of the late Syed Saced, he says—¢ By the term
¢ election,” I mean that he was proclaimed and accepted as their ruler by the Arabs of Oman,
to the exclusion of bis elder brother.” And further on—°The late Imam evidently considered
that he possessed the right to dispose of his dominions as he pleased, from having, during
his lifetime, disinherited his eldest son Hilal. But if the successor thus nominated were not
acceptable to the people, I think they would refuse to accept him.” And aiin—¢ T think if
a ruler of Oman were to appoint as his successor a person who was not acceptable to the Arab
tribes and chiefs, that they would refuse to acknowledge him, and elect as their ruler a person
who was more popular with them.’

admitting tl

usurped, His Highness

the soverei,

“ These admissions, however, are somewhat qualified by two or three examples adduced
by the way in support of the opposite view. First, the case of Syed Hilal, just mentioned ;
but that instance proves nothing, even supposing that his being disinherited implied his ex-
clusion from the succession, since, if the succession was ultimately by election, his father at
best could only have nominated him to the sovereignty, and his confirmation in that dignity
would have depended on the temper of the tribes.

“The next case is that of Ahmed bin Saeed, grandfather of the late Syed Saeed, and the
first of the reigning dynasty, who, according to Colouel Rigby, ¢ divided his dominions during
his own life, having appointed his son Kees to be chief of Sohar, and his seventh and youngest
son to be chief of Sink.” Although it is true that in after years, owing to the incessant struggles
for the sovereignty, and the fierce strife of parties in Oman, the two small provinces above-
named did eventually attain a nominal independence, nevertheless it is highly improbable, from
the peculiar circumstances of his own accession to the supreme power, that Ahmed’s original
concession either contemplated or sanctioned their detachment from the paramount state.
They were most probably granted as appanages, but held on feudal tenure, their *syuds,” or
lords, being bound to render military aid to the suzerain whenever called upon to do so.

“In another place, replying to a query whether the tribes of Oman, to whom the late
Syed Saeed .owed his election to the sovereignty, and who had co-operated with him in the
extension and consolidation of the African dependencies of the kingdom, might not Jjustly
claim a voice in the disposal of those territories, Colonel Rigby writes—* The late
Iwam succeeded in establishing his power over the east coast of Africa chiefly through
the mutual jealousies and dissensions of the petty chiefs, who frequently sent ‘envoys’ to
Muscat to solicit his interference. I do not think that it would ever occur to any Arabs
in Oman that they had any voice in the succession to the government of the African posses-
sions on the ground supposed; I think they were regarded as being at the absolute disposal
of the Imam’; and the fact that all the property of the State, such as ships of war, arms, &e.,
were considered as the private estate of the Imam, strengthens this opinion.”

L\ s r y . . . .
; g lo_thls I reply that the mutual Jjealousies of the native petty chiefs were undoubtedly
availed of by the late Syed Saeed to extend his conquests in Eastern Africa; but it is equally
certain that he acquired the sove eignty over Zanzivar, Pemba, and Mombasa, as also over
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everal other localities on the African Continent, in virtue of his havi

g been elected to succeed
his father Syed Sultan, who bad conquered them from the Portuguese. Hence,as the suffrages
of the tribes of Oman contributed to invest the late Syed Saeed with supreme uut]mx:Lv
ver those dependencies, it is but reasonable to suppose that the tribes at the present
day claim the same privilege still. And further, as Syed Sultan does not appear to have
arrogated to himself the right to dispose of the foreign possessions of the kingdom, there is
no valid ground for presuming that his son could legitimately exercise that prerogative.
Moreover, the argument drawn from a comparison of the sovereign’s right to dispose of the

wereignty, because the property of the State was covsidered to form part of his private estate,
is fallacious. The sovereignty, as we have seen, depended on election, and, strictly speaking,
the State property of Oman was confined almost exclusively to the fortresses of the kingdom,
which a successor generally inherited, though not unfrequently obliged to coerce some of the
garrisons to recognise his supremacy. All other movable and immovable prope ty, including what
rn from the publie
revenue, were held as belonging to the private estate of his predecessor. Such undoubtedly is,
as been, the law of inheritance in the succession among the Imams and kings of Oman,
ind it serves to explain what otherwise seems most anomalous in the will of the late Sultan Syed
Saced. By that instrument the testator directs that, after the payment of certain legacies,
1ll his property, including bis ships of war (two only excepted, which are bequeathed to
the “Treasury of the Mussulmans,” that is, to the State), his money, palaces, furniture,
plantations, &e., shall be divided among his surviving children *accoriing as God has
ordained in His law;’ but no provision whatever is made for the succession, and no bequests
devised from any property which, agreeably with pre-existing usage, was considered to be
public, and, therefore, as belonging of right to his successor in the sovereignty. It was in
accordance with this law that His Hichness Syed Majid (who, nevertheless, cluims the
sovereignty of the Zanzibar territories and all the rights appertaining thereto) only shared
equally with his brothers in the inheritance left by their father. Thus Colonel Rigby says—
“The ships of war, guns, stores of every description, even the arms in the possession of the
troops, were set down at a valuation, and charged against the new ruler as a debt due to his
father’s estate.”

he originsally possessed, as well us what he had added thereto during his re

and ever

“The only logical inference deducible from the foregoing considerations is in striet
aceordance with the conclusion arrived at by the Reverend Mr. Badger after a careful inquiry
into the laws which have regulated the succession among the Imams and kings of Oman for
several centuries. He writes—¢ Among all the sovereigns * * ¥ * qot one occurs who
is recorded to have imed or exercised the right of nominating a successor, or of disposing
of his territories by will or otherwise. On the death of a ruler, the member of his family
who happened to exercise the greatest influence at the time, either put himself forward, or
was put forward by the people, to succeed to the sovereignty. The claim was frequently
disputed by other of the relations of the deceased, and intestine family wars followed, the
strongest ultimately gaining the ascendancy; but even in such cases the right to the
severeignty does not appear to have been regarded as valid without the concurrence of the
principal tribes.”

« Having thus, as I conceive, fairly answered all arguments adduced in support of
the contrary view, and proved as well by the admission of His Highness Syed ?\‘:l‘jld and
of Colonel Rigby as by historical evidence, that the sovereigns of Oman did not, in
accordance with pre-established law or usage, possess the right of disposing of their dominions,
it results that the claims of Syed Majid to the sovereignty of the Z_:mzll{:xr territories, as in
any degree founded on the will or wishes of the late Syed Saeed, are invalid and nugatory.

«T proceed, in the next place, to consider the argument :u](_lucml by Syed_Mnjid in
behalf of his claims to the sovereignty, on the ground of his having been recognised as the
ruler of Zanzibar and its African dependencies by several of the foreign powers which had
previously been in alliance with bis predecessor and father, the late S_vtwl‘ baue(l._ It is un-
necessary, however, to enlarge on that point, which has already been su!{mwnlly discussed in
p:n'uqr..i\h 9 of this report; for even admitting that the alleged recognition has actually bec.n
tendered by France and the United States of America, and su\)scqucntl__v by the Hanseatic
Republic, after a full investigation into the merits of the dispute. regarding the sovereignty
still pending between Syed Majid and Syed Thoweynee (which, at best, is every duubtrnl‘),
the fact that the two brothers have voluntarily referred the settlement of their differences in
that respect to the Right Hon’ble the Governor General, is a pI:}ln avowal of the existence
of their rival claims, and effectually invalidates any such recognition unless eventually found
to be in accordance with the final decision of the elected arbitrator.

«The argument next adduced by Syed Majid, on the gronnd of his hnving been
acknowledged as sovereign by his elder brother Syed Thoweynee of Muscat, !)elng based on
one-sided Hcvidcnce, is inadmissible. His Highness alleges that Mabomed Lin Salem, the
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envoy of Syed Thoweynee, who was fully authorised to come to an understanding with him
well as private matters connected with the death of their late father, did fully

on all public
! ed of right to him; on the other

recognise that Zanzibar and its African dependencies belon i !
hand, Syed Thoweynee disavows that any such concession was ever authorised or made by or
for him, and unhappily no documentary evidence is forthcoming to verify the assertion of
either party. For a similar reason, no satisfactory conclusion can be drawn from }lu» contra-
dictory statements regarding the yearly grant of forty thousand crowns which Syed Majid
agreed to pay to Syed Thoweynee, the latter affirming that his agent accepte d it in hlv\ behalf as
tribute ; whe Syed Majid insists that it was given and accepted as a friendly gift, and on
the express condition that he should be recognized by his brother Thoweynee as the supreme
ruler of Zanzibar and its dependencies. The only two documents produced by Syed Majid
in support of his assertions have already been described in par "”'h, 11. 1In the letter
written by Mahowed bin Salem from Muscat to the Customs Master at Zanzibar, he does,
indeed, simak of the grant made by Majid to Thoweynee a “musaadeh,” that is, an aid
or subsidy ; but, on the one hand, it i1s by no means apparent that Syed Thoweynee sanctioned
such a definition of the money ; and, on the other, it is just the style which Mahomed bin
Salem might be expected to adopt in writing to Zanzibar, supposing, what I believe to be
now generally believed, that the said agent, in his transactions between the two brothers, had
managed to deceive both parties to his own advantage. The other document, namely, Syed
Majid’s order to the Customs Master at Zanzibar to pay to his brother a ““subsidy” of forty
thousand crowns per annum, may go a certain way to indicate what His Highness’s own
views were in bestowing the grant, but it fails to prove in any degree that Syed Thoweynee
had accepted it in that light. His Highness, in his written statement, also alludes to a de-
claration which Mahomed bin Salem had drawn up, previous to quitting Zanzibar, for present.
ation to Syed Thoweynee on his return to Museat. According to him it was to the following
effect: ‘1, Mahomed bin Salem, ask of Majid bin Saeed an annus subsidy of forty
thousand crowns in behalf of his brother Thoweynee bin Saeed.* No such paper is forth-
coming ; and the circumstances under which it is stated to have been prepared are so improbable
as to throw considerable doubt on His Highness’s veracity.

“Summing up the foregoing considerations, I am led to conclude that Syed Majid’s
claims to the independent sovereignty of Zanzibar, as based on his alleged recognition by
i il Syed Thoweynee of Muscat, through the medium of his agent and plenipotentiary, Mahomed
=2 i bin Salem, must be pronounced untenable.

i “I shall now proceed to discuss the last argument urged in behalf of Syed Majid’s

claims, namely, his election as their sovereign by the chiefs of Zanzibar and its African
| dependencies. His Highness’s own statement to that effect, already quoted in paragraph 10,
- is fully confirmed by the testimony of Colonel Rigby, who believes that, if the suffrages of
the princinal chiefs were taken, the majority would undoubtedly elect Syed Majid in pre-
! ference to Syed Thoweynee. And again, referring to the meditated attack from Muscat in
! 1859, the same officer writes— When the invasion of the Zanzibar dominions by Sy
Thoweynee was expected, the inhabitants of the Sowahili rose en masse to support Syed
Majid. Many tribes under their own chiefs came over to Zanzibar ; every accessible point
{1 M1 on the const was occupied ; and when some of the dhows which had Syed Thoweynee’s troops
{11} on board endeavoured to procure wood and water, they were driven from every point at which
I i they attempted to land, and at length were obliged, in consequence, to surrrender to Syed

Majid’s ships of war, At Zanzibar the Sowahili population and the natives of the Comoro
: Isles were all in arms to support Syed Majid, and I heard may of them state, as a reason
! for doing so, that the Muscat Arabs come here to kidnap their children and carry them away
i | as slaves. The Northern Arabs are feared and hated at Zanzibar.”
|

“ Withont attempting to analyse the causes which led to this general preference of
Syed Majid to Syed Thoweynee, there is no good reason to doubt the fact of its existence.
i That being the case, the question naturally arises whether such recognition of his claims validly
\ entitles Syed Majid to the sovereignty of Zanzibar and its African dependencies.

| ! “TI have already pointed out (paragraph 14) that the supreme power over Oman was
1N conferred by election, and (paragraph 3) that, in virtue of that election, His late Highness
| Syed Saeed acquired the right of sovereignty over the African dependencies of the parent
! State. It does not appear, however (in fact it is highly improbable), that the people of
! those dependencies enjoyed the privilege of sharing in the election of the sovereign. Up

* The distinction between the import of the Arabic terms which I have throughout expressed by the English words
- subggdy" and “_ tribute ” is most explicit. The former denotes a gift accorded solely by the will of the l'i\'ur the
latter implies obligation, and a proof of subjection to superior authority. g

-' 24

i ——

-

Y da gide Ao Sa dad ) 1l 8a [OR/L/PS/18/B150A (g 4l
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »V/archive/81055/vdc_100023935572.0x000021 :dsai il jhad 45€a o (ya se!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100023935572.0x000021?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

oll hads
Qatar National Library

2 MAAVY I YAST e S O Allaiall cBlud jall (aiLe"
(VY E/TY) [99 Y] "l AN 3L Gadall (0 guidia 3 i)

Arbitration of Government of India.

to the period referred to, they were doubtless regarded as a conquered race, as subjects; mot
citizens. They were ruled by local authorities generally sent from the seat of government at
Muscat, and, as a people, were not allowed any part in the public administration. For obvious
reasons, such must necessarily have been the state of those countries on the accession of the
late Syed Saced. Their conquest by his predecessor was of recent date, and their subjection
to Oman was, in many instances, merely nominal. Moreover, their importance, both in a
political and commerecial point of view, was then inconsiderable, the Arabs valuing them more
as a nursery from whence they could readily procure an abundant supply of slaves than for
any other cause, Under such circumstances, it is not surprising that the people of Zanzibar
and its African dependencies should have had no voice in the election of their sovereign.

«But during the reign of His late Highness Syed Saeed, extending over a period of
50 years, the general condition of those countries underwent a surprising change : his
sovereignty over them was firmly established ; large numbers of Arabs from Oman settled on
the African mainland and the adjacent islands; agriculture and commerce were extensively
promoted ; and Zanzibar, which, in 1834, was described by the Commander of Her Majesty’s
ship Imogene as having ‘little or no trade,” possessed, in 1859, an aggregate trade estimated
at £1,664,577 sterling. Moreover, the revenue derivable from those dependencies has in-
creased in the same ratio. Colonel Righy writes—¢ Twenty-five years ago the late Imam
did not receive more than 50,000 Crowns of annual revenue from his African possessions.
In 1847 it had inereased to 185,000 Crowns, and at present the revenue amounts to 206,000
Crowns.” In 1840 Syed Saced removed the seat of government from Muscat to Zanzibar,
ruling Oman mostly through a deputy; and it was doubtless owing to the presence and
energy of the sovereign that the African possessions of the kingdom made such remarkable
and soeial commercial progress. Those possessions are actually more extensive, and far more
fertile and valuable in every way, than the Arabian territories, and their annual revenue
exceeds the revenue of the latter to the amount of 77,000 Crowns, or about £ 16,000 sterling.

«Such being the altered condition and circumstances of the African dependencies, it
seems consonant with reason and justice (considering the form of government which prevailed
in Oman) that the people of those countries should have a voice in the election of the
sovereign. They accordingly availed themselves of the prerogative on the death of the late
Syed Saeed, and chose his son Syed Majid to be their ruler in preference to Syed Thoweynee
who had succeeded to the sovereignty of the parent State. Regarded from one point of view,
the act may be characterised as a national revolution, and as such Syed Thoweynee, the
sovereign of Oman, was justified in counteracting it, and in attempting to establish his own
claims by an appeal to arms, if success was unattainable in any other way. Apart from all
consideration of the alleged cause which eventually induced him to project an invasion of the
Zanzibar {erritories for that purpose, namely, the non-payment by Syed Majid of the stipulated
sum of 40,000 Crowns after the first year, the custom in similar cases which had invariably
obtained, especially in the family of the reigning dynasty on the demise of the sovereign, fully
warranted Syed Thoweynee in regarding the attitude assumed by Syed Majid as an usurpation
of ‘the hereditary rights of the sovereigns of Oman.

«Syed Thoweynee prepared accordingly to contest the sovereignty of the African
dependencies with his brother Majid. With that object in view, he probably resorted to
every available stratagem to secure ultimate success; and there can be little doubt that
when his expedition sailed from Muscat, he had won over a party at Zanzibar, chiefly among
the Bl Harth tribe, who were ready to co-operate with him. Syed Majid, on the other hand,
made corresponding preparations to repel the invasion, and it may fairly be presumed that he
was equally active in the use of all the intrigues sanctioned by Arab warfare to thwart the
schemes of his antagonist. There is every reason, indeed, to believe that to this end he took
advantage of the misunderstanding which existed at the time between Syed Thoweynee and
Syed Toorkee of Sohar, and, by dint of persuasions and promises, succeeded in enlisting the

latter on his side,

«Such was the attitude of the belligerent parties when the Government of Bombay
interposed to prevent a collision between them. At the solicitation of the late Lord
Elphinstone, Syed Thoweynee agreed to abandon the expedition to Zanzibar, and to refer his
claims to the arbitration of the Right Hon’ble the Governor General of India, Syed
Majid at Zavzibar consenting, through Colonel Rigby, to abide in like manner by his
Lordship’s decision.

“The intrigues and counter-intrigues which followed this arrangement, and which n
October of last year resulted in an insurrection of the El Harth tribe at Zanzibar, headed
by Syed Burgash, call for notice, chiefly with a view to determine the culpability of the
respective parties in fomenting them. Under the plea of recalling a part of the expedition
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which had preceded him to Zanzibar, Syed Thowcyn’eo‘is severely censured for having attempted
through his agent Hamed bin Salem, to settle the dnlcn*nf_‘cs vsubclitmg l»et\\'wuy} himself and
his brother Syed Majid, after he had consented to submit his claims to the arbitration of the
Governor General of India. His Highness’s explanation of that transaction is to the following
effect: ¢ After receiving the communication from Government lhmu;rhv Co]_unu] Russell, which
induced me to abandon the expedition and to submit my case to the arbitration of the Governor
General, I understood that an officer would be sent to Zanzibar to institute the necessary
inquiries; and as I deemed it desirable to have an agen_t on the s{pot to represent me, I decided
to send Hamed bin Salem in that capacity. My iotention in this respect was communicated
to Colonel Russell. I do not deny having written the letter to Syed Majid, but I declare
that it was one of friendship merely, and that any overtures which might have been made by
Hamed bin Salem, in consequence of that letter, were by no means designed to set aside the
final arbitration of the Governor General. My intention was, by previously establishing a
more friendly understanding with Syed Majid, to render the task of arbitration easier, and the
result more satisfactory to both parties” Allowing for a certain degree of Native disingenuous-
ness in this apology, it is not devoid of plausibility ; and, further, it is very questionable
whether Syed Thoweynee fully appreciated the extent of restraint which he h‘:u_l voluntarily
incurred by accepting the arbitration of a third party. On all such points of international
law, Syed Majid had the advantage of Colonel Rigby’s constant advice and guidance; whereas
the British Agent at Muscat at the time was an illiterate Jew, who was as incapable of advising
Syed Thoweynee as His Highness was naturally backward to consult him.

“ For the remaining charges brought against Syed Thoweynee, of having, through his
agents and others, created disaffection at Zanzibar, and excited the El Harth tribe to rebel
against Syed Majid, I must refer the Hon’ble the Governor in Council to my Muscat
report, where His Highness’s vindication of himself is also recorded. On a careful review of
the whole, it appears to me that, although Syed Thoweynee had not ceased to correspond
directly with the disaffected at Zanzibar, and endeavoured to maintain a party there fa vorable
to his ulterior views, nevertheless he is not justly chargeable with many of the actsalleged
against his agents, nor with having instigated the rebellion of the El Harth in October 1859.
Iam confirmed in this conclusion by the opinion of Colonel Rigby, who, in writing of that
tribe, says—¢ Their rebellion last year was not intended to favor either Syed Thoweynee or
Syed Burgash, but with the hope of getting rid of the whole family of the. late Imam, and
then obtaining possession of the government. Moreover, the charges made against Hamed bin
Salem, as Syed Thoweynee’s principal agent, in fomenting the insurrection at Zanzibar, are
considerably qualified by the friendly tenor of the letters addressed to that individual on his
final departure for Muscat by Syed Majid himself; and Sooliman bin Hamed, His Highness’s
Vizier, in whose integrity Colonel Rigby formerly placed great confidence, but whom he has
since had cause to regard as a most unprincipled man, did not hesitate, in a letter to Syed
Thoweynee, to imply that Colonel Rigby was in some degree responsible for the rebellion
of 1859, and for the subsequent conduct of Syed Burgash.

“The numerous charges made against Syed Thoweynee, of having acted throughout under
French influence, were rebutted by His Highness in the manner already reported. I am further
able to confirm his account of the paper submitted to him by the French Commodore De Langle
by the admission of Syed Majid, who, in his written statement, relates that, on being appealed
t ! to by the former to do so, he had directed his Vizier, Sooliman bin Hamed, to draw up a docu-
1 ment of precisely the same import as that described by Syed Thoweynee as having been handed
I to him at Muscat by the French Commodore. Equally inconclusive in proof of this general
il imputation is the statement of Colonel Rigby that ‘the French Consul was known to be

| carrying on a very active correspondence with Syed Thoweynee’. The letters from Muscat to

| the disaffected Arabs here (Zanzibar) were sent under cover to the French Consul. That no

collusion existed in this matter between the parties referred to is evident from the tenor of the

French Consul’s official despatch to Syed Thoweynee, wherein he especially requests His

1 Highness “not to enclose any letters for the Arabs at Zanzibar in the letters which he may

i do him the honor to address to him.” Moreover, Syed Majid frankly acknowledged that he

had no evidence to prove that his brother had been acting under the influence of the French ;

and Colonel Rigby himself, who had framed several of his inferential charges against Syed

! Thf)\\'e_vnee in that respect, on the assertions of the then French Consul at Zanzibar, now

writes—¢ From subsequent experience I have very little faith in anything the Freoch Consul
said on any subject.’

‘ __“But if Syed Thoweynee is justly chargeable in any degree with having intrigued against
! the(l Majid after he had consented to refer the settlement of his claims to the arbitration of the
i Governor General of India, Syed Majid is equally open to the imputation of having kept
1 up a secret correspondence with Syed Toorkee of Sohar, who was well known to be disaffected
}| towards his suzerain at Muscat, and was actively plotting with the tribes and with the
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Wahabees to andermine his authority over Oman. The explanation given by Syed Majid of §
the guns, money, and munitions of war, despatched by him to Syed Toorkee in March 1859, [ i
is undoubtedly very plausible, but under the circumstances of the case it fails to carry ti
conviction to the mind of any one well versed in the sophistry and equivocation of the Arabs. i
The letter also written by Syed Majid at the commencement of the current year to his brother i
at Sobar, advising him of a remittance of 2,000 dollars, which letter was intercepted by Syed i
Thoweynee, is another ground of suspicion against the former; and in a subsequent part of 1l
this report I shall have occasion to add some further considerations which will tend to confirm I
A the opinion here expressed—that His Highness, Syed Majid, chiefly with a view to i
strengthen his own position, was not less actively engaged against Syed Thoweynee, through e
the medium of Syed Toorkee of Sohar, than was Syed Thoweynee, through his agent at 1
Zanzibar, to weaken the authority of his brother, Syed Majid. ‘

“T1 have deemed it pertinent to enter into the foregoing discussion of the mutual i
attitude and conduct of the two rival brothers as a precaution against any unfair bias towards i !
either. That done, it is of some importance to enquire what would have been the probable it
result had the two parties come into actual collision on the occasion of Syed Thoweynee’s l,]
projected invasion of Zanzibar, 1 |

|
|

« As regards the chances of Syed Thoweynee, I have already written as follows :

¢ Colonel Rigby, in his t of the preparation made by Syed Majid to resist the

expected invasion, represents the means at the disposal of the latter as ample to destroy i

any force brought against him, dwelling especially on the enthusiasm of the people in his |
|

cause. Subsequently, however, and long after the expedition of Syed Thoweynee had
returned to Muscat, his report of the state of affairs at Zaozibar led the Government to
conclude that the position of Syed Majid at Zanzibar was not secure; and later still, on o
the occasion of the outbreak, when the El Harth Arabs rose in support of Syed Burgash, 1
all the force which Syed Majid could bring against them was ineffectual, and the rising 8 |
was not suppressed until assistance from three British men-of-war had been sent to co-operate [ 1
with them, when, as it is averred, the Arabs yielded, because they would not fight against the f
British.” Subsequent inquiry confirms me rather than otberwise in the obvious drift of the i
foregoing quotati The elaborat; t given by His Highness Syed Majid of the |
i insurrection at Zanzibar in October 1859, divested of its vain colouring, shows that he was 1
g hard pressed by the insurgents; and Colonel Rigby, in attempting to reconcile a former i
statement of his, that the faction opposed to Majid was ‘utterly contemptible,” with the !"
|

position which that faction had secured on the occasion referred to, renders it highly probable |
that, without the opportune assistance of the British, the struggle would have been prolonged, _
and the final result at least doubtful.

« On the other hand, however, it is by no means certain that the success of the insur-
gents would have placed Zanzibar in the hands of Syed Thoweynee. Colonel Rigby is of |
opinion that the El Harth were actuated by private aims, and availed themselves of Syed i
Thoweynee’s antagonism to Syed Majid, not for his sake, but for their own, anxious, if i
possible, ‘to get rid of the whole family of the late Imam.’ Besides which (and the |
reflection is of considerable importance in this inquiry) there is strong reasons for believing !
that, had Syed Thoweynee persisted in the invasion of Zanzibar, the tribes in Oman would i
bave thrown off their allegiance to him, and elected another sovereign in his stead. 1
This contingency was foreseen by the late Lord Elphinstone, and recorded by him in an 4
able minute, dated 10tk August 1859. His Lordship writes— When Colonel Russell i
was at Muscat, he heard it said openly that it was well for Syed Thoweynee tbat he had
Jistened to the advice of this Government and returned to Muscat ; for, if he had not done
so, Syed Toorkee would undoubtedly have attacked Muscat in his absence, and would |
probably have succeeded in making himself master of it, and of all the Imam’s possessions |
in Oman. In grasping at the shadow of sovereignty in Zanzibar, Syed Thoweynee would i

% have lost the substance in Muscat.” Considering that Muscat would have been almost |
denuded of ships and troops; that the restless and mercenary tribes of Oman have never |
failed to seize any promising opportunity for bartering their influence and acquiring
gain, and that Syed Toorkee was on the spot quite prepared to avail himself of so favorable
an occasion for promoting his own ambitious views, there is good ground for believing
‘that a civil war® would have followed the continued absence of Syed Thoweynee, and N
that the sovereignty of Oman would have been lost to him perhaps for ever. Syed
Majid was doubtless fully aware of these weak points in the position of his antagonist, !
and was not backward to take advantage of them. His strategy could best be carried
out through his brother at Sohar, who was accordingly subsidised by him to that end.
Under the circumstances of the case, ‘it was quite natural’ so writes Lord Elphin- /|8
stone, ¢ that Syed Majid should send arms and ammunition to Syed Toorkee with the view |
of Syed Toorkee’s creating a diversion in his favor at Muscat.
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“To sum up: Considering the fact that the people of /,'nt/lu.: and its ,\l'rvlc:m
dependencies did, on the death of the late Syed Saced, dm_t P his son, Syed Majid, to be their
ruler in his stead ; eonsidering that the altered condition of those depe ndmwwﬁ.xl\mn;
the last half century fully entitied them to that privilege ; comsidering that, if Syed
Thoweynee, the elected sovereign of the parent State, was justified in coercing them into
submission, the people of the African dependencies, on }hu other hand, were equally
justified in resisting him ; considering that it is very doubtful whether any such attempt
on his part would have been successful, and mmu_lormg the probability that, if pur‘amtcd
in by Syed Thoweynee, the projected invasion of Zanzibar would have led to the forfe
of his ;xll\rcmacy over Oman, I arrive at the conclusion, on these grf:uml,\ .exclu ly,
that Syed Majid’s claims to the sovereignty of Z&Hlxlbflr and xt.\;_ ‘African dependencies
are superior to any which can be adduced in favor of Syed Thoweynee.”

Brigadier Coghlan then proceeded to show how, on the ground of expe-
diency, it was advisable that Zanzibar should be separate from, and independent
of, Muscat. This he showed from Colonel Hamerton’s correspondence, and t‘he
replies given by that officer to certain queries on the subject é{(llll‘f?sscd to him
by Brigadier Coghlan. The arguments brought forward in favor of the
separation on the score of expediency were briefly—

That the connection which existed between Oman and a country so far

remote as East Africa was always an unnatural one, and ever prejudi-
cial to the interests of both countries ;

That the severance of Muscat from Zanzibar would soon lead to the
stoppage of the slave trade; and

That if Zanzibar were constituted an independent State, the dominions of
its ruler would extend into the interior, his power would be consoli-
dated, and, in time, it might form a considerable African kingdom.

The Brigadier concluded—

“It would be superfluous to add anything to these considerations in favor of the independent
sovereignty of Zanzibar. Fortunately, the expediency on which they are based, ard which
alone would hardly suffice to -justify the severance of that State from the parent State of
Muscat, is adequately sapported and confirmed by the arguments founded on right, which
have already been discussed in the foregoing pages.”

The Bombay Government, in a resolution passed on this subject, intimated
their agreement in the conclusions arrived at by Brigadier Coghlan. *

22. BriGADIER COGHLAN’S REPORT. QUESTION OF SUBSIDY FROM ZAN-
z1BAR.—Next as to the question of the Zanzibar subsidy, Brigadier Coghlan
wrote in continuation of the paragraph last quoted :—

“ But if, notwithstanding these combined considerations, Syed Thoweynee, as the sovereign
of Oman, may still be deemed to have some claim on the African territories of the kingdom,
either in virtue of the relationship which has hitherto existed between those dependencies and
the parent State, or by way of indemnity for any chance which, though having consented
to forego his projected invasion of Zanzibar, he may consider that he has forfeited for himself
and his successors, or in consideration of his recognition of the future independence of the
Zanzibar State, I judge that the compensation offered on that behalf by Syed Majid is a
fair equivalent for such pretensions. The amount of that compensation is more than Syed
Thoweynee is ever likely to gain from the revenues of Zanzibar were it to continue a depen-
dency of Muscat, and woald, moreover, by enabling him to establish his authority over Oman,
be of far greater use to him than the sovereignty over a distant possession, the population
of which are notoriously ill-affected towards him. I should be less disposed to insist on this
point, were it not that the obligation was acknowledged by Syed Majid himself when he
first volunteered to grant to Syed Thoweynee a yearly subsidy of 40,000 Crowns. Colonel
Rigby states that, during the lifetime of the late Imam, €10,000 Crowns were annually sent
from Zanzibar to Muscat on account of the tribute to the Wahabee Ameer: that this was a
fixed payment. Other sums were sent as required,—some years 10,000 Crowns and some years,
if hostilities were going on in Oman, considerably more.” On the death of His late Higf)nu:,
Syed Majid, according to his own statement, wrote to Syed Thoweynee offering to remit him
this sum of 10,000 Crowns to assist him in paying the Wahabees ; and further, in case of
emergency, to assist him with his money, his influence, and his troops. Subsequently, yielding
to the arguments or solicitations of Mahomed bin Salem, Syed Majid engaged to raise the
amount to an annual subsidy of 40,000 Crowns, -
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“ With regard to the conditions averred by Syed Majid to have been insisted on by him
in voting this grant, namely, firsZ, that he should be recognised by Syed Thoweynee as his
father’s successor over the Zanzibar territories, and secondly, that Syed Thoweynee should
abstain in future from all hostilities with their common brother, Syed Toorkee, there is no evi-
dence whatever to corroborate His Highness’s allegation ; and my firm conviction is, that no such
terms were attached to the concession. It is, moreover, worthy of note that Syed Majid, in
his written statement, entirely overlooks what he had before repeatedly declared, namely, that
ten thousand of the stipulated sum of 40,000 Crowns were to be transferred to Syed Toorkee,
and that it was on accouut of Syed Thoweynee’s infringement of that condition that he dis-
continued the payment of the subsidy to the latter. Colonel Rigby, who had formerly hazard-
ed these statements on the authority of His Highness, now writes—‘ I consider it very
unlikely that any stipulation was made relative to one-fourth of the promised subsidy being
paid to Syed Toorkee. I have always had great doubts on this point, because Thoweynee
and Toorkee were on bad terms with each other at the time the agreement with Mahomed
bin Salem was made, and also because I was informed that the allowance made from the
Muscat treasury to Sohar during the life of the late Imam was only 1,200 Crowns per annum.
1f the whole of the tribute to the Wahabee Chief is, and always has been, paid from the Muscat
treasury, it is, I consider, a strong confirmation of the doubts which I entertain, for Syed
Toorkee could have no possible claim to such a payment from the Zanzibar treasury.’ These
suspicions are confirmed by the tenor of Syed Majid’s note to the Customs Master at Zanzibar,
wherein he states as follows: ¢ We have granted to our brother Thoweynee bin Saeced a
subsidy of 40,000 Crowns every year, from the beginning of the year 1274, half (to be paid)
during the south-west monsoon, and the other half during the north-east monsoon,’—without
hinting that the payment of the said gratuity was to be dependent on the observance of any
condition by His Highness Syed Thoweynee.

¢ Under these circumstances, T am of opinion that Syed Majid is bound to
Syed Thoweynee in the sum of 40,000 Crowns per annum ; and further, considering
that the existing variance between the two brothers originated in the non-fulfilment
of that obligation by the former, under the false plea that the latter had violated the
attached condition, I judge that it would be only fair that Syed Majid should be called upon
to make good his original promise by disbursing to Syed Th.weynee the arrears of the
stipulated subsidy due since the date when its payment was suspended.”

On the question of the subsidy it was observed by the Bombay Gov-
ernment—

«JIn seeking for a hasis of compromise, attention is naturally directed to the terms on
which it is admitted Syed Thoweynee was willing to resign his claims. Those terms were
briefly an annual payment of 40,000 Crowns by Zanzibar to Muscat, but whether as tribute or
a subsidy is disputed. The Hon’ble the Governor in Council is very willing to admit that
the dispute involves a question of considerable importance, but he is of opinion that the
negotiation indicates the nature of the compromise which the British Government should
arrange. He thinks then as an indemnity for abandoning his claims on his father’s African
dominions as an adjustment of the balance between the two inheritances, the ruler of
Zsmzibar should make an annual payment to the ruler of Muscat of 40,000 Crowns, and that
this payment should be regarded as a subsidy and not as a tribute. It wonld be unjust to
the prosperous state of Zanzibar, exhibiting as it does so much evidence of vitality and
such aptitude for self-development, to make it tributary to any foreign sovereign, and espe-
cially to one of so effete a state as Muscat. A subsidy, on the other hand, would secure to
Syed Thoweynee as much material advantage as he could fairly have expected, under all these
circumstances, had he succeeded in dethroning his brother ; it being always remembered, as
clearly shown by Brigadier Coghlan and Colonel Rigby, that the defeat of Syed Majid
would not, as a matter of course, have secured the recognition of Syed Thoweynee as sovereign
of all the African dominions of the late Imam.”

98. BRIGADIER CoGHLAN’S REPORT. DURATION OF sUBSIDY.— With regard
to the duration of subsidy, Brigadier Coghlan thus expressed himself—

«A question of considerable importance, touching the duration of this subsidy, here
suggests itself. The arrangement, as it stands, has respect to the two !)rothersA un_ly, no pro-
vision whatever being made that it should continue in force beyond their own lifetime. ~ But,
although the strict letter of all we know of the mutual agreement might be held to sanction
that lLimitation, the grounds upon which the subsidy was first offered by Syed Majid, and
the considerations which subsequently induced him to increase the amount to 40,000 Crowns
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per annum, clearly imply that he was negotiating on the part of the Zanzibar State, and that
the subsidy was to be a permanent charge on its revenues in behalf of the sovereign of
Mauscat. The transaction, indeed, as far as T can judge from the evidence adduced, was a
fumily compact, entered into by Syed Thoweyanee and Syed Majid as the representatives of
their brothers and of the subjects of the two reed to divide the
sovereignty exercised by their late father into two nearly equal shares,—the Zanzibar State

ing, through Syed Majid, to compensate the Muscat State for the loss which it would
in by the partition to the extent of 40,000 Crowns per annum.”

States, whereby it was

With regard to this point the Bombay Government observed—

“ There are two points to be noticed before the Hon’ble the Governor in Council com-
mits this important question to the final decision of the Right Hon’ble the Governor
General :

“1st, is the subsidy to be permanent ?
““ 2nd, is it to be paid with arrears ?

““The Hon’ble the Governor in Council regards the first of these questions as one of
peculiar difficalty. The British Government must naturally be reluctant to impose a perpetual
burden on Zanzibar, for the purpose of buying off, as it were, a claimant to the sovereignty ;
but, on a balance of all the considerations which surround the question, this seems the only
expedient which can be adopted. Syed Thoweynee can hardly with honor resign the
claims of his country—not merely his own claims—for a payment which is to determine with
his own life. A temporary assignment from the revenues of Zanzibar would only film over
the wound which Muscat sustains by the loss of the African dependencies, and irritation
would again break out on Syed Thoweynee’s death. By the permanent subsidy, a motive
is given to Muscat to abstain from all ambitious movements against its wealthier brother ;
if that motive was removed, designs on Zanzibar would, from generation to generation, be
the great point of honor,—the at centre of intrigue,—to which would converge all the
daring and adventurous spirits in Oman. The subsidy will be well spent money, if it

preserves Zanzibar from those attacks to which it must otherwise be liable from the needy
1 ambition of Muscat.

“Next as to the arrears. Brigadier Coghlan is of opinion that they should be demanded

[ from Syed Majid. The Hon’ble the Governor in Council will not dispute the conclusion

that, in strict justice, Syed Majid is liable to his brother for the arrears, though it is certainly

open to question. But as the arrangement under discussion is essentially one of compromise,

iv should be considered whether the demand is expedient. The Hon’ble the Governor in

\ Council cannot think that it is. It must be remembered that Zanzibar has its financial

difficulties as well as Muscat, and it is of obvious p: licy not to impose any burthens on

I Syed Majid from which he cannot be reasonably expected to free himself by careful

‘# and judicious administration. 1t is probable that, if not overwhelmed at the outset
{
|

by extraordin and embarrassments, Zanzibar, by the ordinary progress of
a State posse g great materials and facilities for commerce will, at mno very distant
period, be able to pay the subsidy without any severe strain on its resources, to
i regard it as a mere premium of insurance; but it cannot be doubted that the payment must
| for some time be regarded as a heavy burthen, and great care must be taken that the vessel is
i not swamped at once by overloading. To impose a large liability for arrears on Syed Majid
i
|
1

would imperil the stability of the whole arrangement; it would put the heaviest weight on
the weakest part ; for, as before stated, it is only now and for the next few years that the
subsidy will prove an embarrassing burthen to Zanzibar. No pretext should be afforded to
either party for breaking the agreement ; and, under this view, the Hon’ble the Governor in
| Council would not recommend that Syed Majid be held liable for more than two years’
| ! arrears of subsidy, or 80,000 Crowns. = Such a sum will be of material benefit to Syed Thowey-
B nee, and its payment will not be an insuperable difficulty to Syed Majid.”

24. BriGADIER COGHLA

! REPORT, HIS OPINION AS TO TERMS OF ARBI-
: | TRATION AND GUARANTEE FOR FULFILMENT THEREOF.—Recapitulating the con-
! ! clusions arrived at through the for going discussions, Brigadier Coghlan
i ! wrote—
: . : &l
. “I submit the following results as the most equitable terms for settling the existing
dispute between the rival parties :
“Ilst, that Syed Majid should be confirmed in the independent sovereignty over

Zanzibar and its African territories :
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“2nd, that, as regards the succe
nor the tribes of Oms:

sion to that sovereignty, neither the ruler of Muscat,

, shall have any right whatever to interfere; but the
sovereign of. Zanzibar, or the sovereign in conjunction with the people, shall be
left absolutely free to make whatever arrangements they may deem expedient for
appointing future successors to Syed Majid :

“3rd, that, in consideration of these concessions, Syed Majid shall be bound to remit
to Syed Thoweynee the stipulated yearly subsidy of 40,000 Crowns ; and, further,
to liquidate all the arrears due on that account since the payment was suspeoded :

““4th, that this subsidy of 40,000 Crowns per annum shall be a primary and permanent
charge on the revenues of the Zanzibar State, payable by the sovereign of that
State to the ruling sovereign of Muscat and Oman.

“The liberty acecorded me by the Hon’ble the Governor in Council of recommending
a fair adjustment of the differences existing between their Highnesses Syed Thoweynee and
Syed Majid, has warranted me in submitting these terms as, in my opinion, the best which
can be proposed to that end. 1 do not feel authorised to exceed the limits of my commission
by advising any precautionary measures for the due observance of those terms by the rival
parties ; nevertheless, as it does not appear that the Right Hon’ble the Governor General
bas undertaken to guarantee that bis final arbitration shall be carried out, and as it is more
than probable that pretexts will be constantly devised on both sides to evade the obligations
imposed by His Lordship’s decision,—pretexts which, by re-opening the existing dispute, will
entail the most disastrous consequences to the welfare of the two States,—1 venture with much
diffidence to suggest whether the following subsidiary terms might not be insisted on as a safe-
guard against such evasions:

“5th, that no cause whatever, other than an open attempt on the part of Syed
Thoweynee or his successors to infringe upon the independence of the Zanzibar
sovereignty, shall be held to justify Syed Majid or his successors in with-
holding the stipulated subsidy :

«@th, that in the event of any such attempt being made by the ruler of Muscat, or, on
the other hand, in the event of the sovereign of the Zanzibar State failing, under
any plea whatever, to pay the aforesaid subsidy, the aggrieved party shall submit
the case to the Viceroy and Governor General of India before proceeding to settle
the dispute by an appeal to arms.”

25. BRIGADIER COGHLAN’S REPORT. ABILITY OF ZANZIBAR TO PAY THE
suBsIpY.—Syed Majid had, on the 11th September 1860, written to Colonel
Rigby representing the inability of his State to pay a subsidy of 40,000
Crowns annually. In forwarding the above to the Bombay Government,
Colonel Righy had entered into a full statement of Syed Majid’s pecuniary
resources of liabilities. On this subject Brigadier Coghlan wrote—

«T have deemed it desirable to insist on the payment of the subsidy agreed on between
the two part because various excuses are urged by Syed Majid to evade that nhIi.gution.
The most re: ble of these is the actual condition of His Highne finances. On this sub-
jeet Colonel Rigby writes— The difficulty arises from the emb; ed state of the Zal}zibar.
‘treasury. Syed Majid is entirely dependent on the will of his Customs Master for supplies of
money, and were he now to bind himself to the payment of an annual sum, and the
Customs Master subsequently refuse to advance the amount, Syed Majid might be com-
pelled to br his engagement without any fault of his own.” As an offset, however,
against the difficulty, Colonel Rigby subjoins—¢ But if His Il{gllllcss couh% be pcrsu.culed
to establish a small force of disciplined troops, with a few light guns, in place of Ivhv-
useless rabble now in his pay, and would also get rid of most of the large ships
which be now has, and which are of no use whatever, and in _plncc 0(_' them keep two
or three small vessels efficiently mauned, it would be a great QIrn‘ct saving to him ; and,
knowing that he had troops he could rely on, he would feel more independent of the Ambf
from the north, and of the Chiefs of tribes amongst whom he squanders so much money.
Syed Majid himself estimates the amount which _he paysvycurl‘y in gmt_umes to Qhe n‘mtthern
Arabs at 15,000 Crowns ; and Colonel Rigby gives a list of svvcrf\] of the prmvlp:}l Chiefs of
Zanzibar, who are subsidised by Syed Majid, and whose aggregate incomes from his treasury
exceed 10,000 Crowns per annum. The saving of these sums alone (and tlhcre would certainly
be no reason for their being continued when once the sovereignty of Zanzibar was secured to
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Syed Majid) would suffice to eover more than one-half of the Muscat subsidy; and if, in
addition thereto, His Highness would abstain from other useless expenditure, there can be no
doubt that he would be able to meet the obligation with compa gards his
debts to the Customs Master, amounting to 327,000 Crowns, and those to his orphan brothers,
whose share of their father’s inheritance he has borrowed to the extent of seven lakhs of erowns,
Colonel Rigby, after reviewing Syed Majid’s financial position, comes to the conclusion that,
with prudence and care, his existing liabilities might soon be paid off.

« But the finances of Syed Thoweynee are comparatively as much embarrassed as those of
A Syed Majid, and the payment annually of 40,000

ZANZIBAB. Crowns by the latter, considering the capabili-

ties of the Zanzibar territories, will still leave
him in better circumstances than the ruler of
Muscat.* In fact, without that aid I do not
greater part of which, however, he holds perceive hmy . Syed Thoweynee can continue
their shares of the moveable and im- long to administer the government of Oman.
moveable property, which fell to them Hence, as so many grave considerations are
by inheritance from therr father) at ... 827,000 j;,vo]ved in the prompt and regular payment of
the stipulated subsidy, Itrust that the Right

Crowns.

* The revenue of Zanzibar is estimated at ... 206,000
Syed Majid’s outstanding liabilities, inde
pendent of seven lakhs of crowns borrow-

ed from his orphan brothers (for the

. e C g Hon’ble the Governor General (should His

| ;""drflfi"“““ of M"l\ctgl‘: 9“‘:‘”“@ at l:?:’)&‘; Lordship coincide in the view here taken of the
o weynee's lia s ¢ al A 7 f

- O 2 subject) will attach such sanction as he may

! deem expedient to ensure the faithful discharge of that obligation by His Highness Syed
| Majid.”
|

26. BRIGADIER COGHLAN’S REPORT. HIS OPINION ON CERTAIN COLLA-
g I TERAL POINTS.—In the next succeeding paragraphs of his report, Brigadier
(1 Coghlan proceeded to consider some collateral points connected with the main
:! subject under discussion :

{3 (a.)—The propriety or otherwise of providing for the succession to the
i sofereignty of Zanzibar on the death of Syed Majid, who had no
{ male issue. His remarks on this subject need not be noticed,
{EHE as the Governor General in his award declined to offer on opinion
in the matter.

(b.)—The claims of the younger children of Syed Saeed at Zanzibar.
Syed Thoweynee alleged that Syed Majid had wrongfully
! assumed the guardianship of these orphans and appropriated
{1} their shares in their father’s inheritance. Syed Majid acknowledged
| } his liability to them to the extent of seven lakhs of crowns, and
{111 | justified his use of their property on the ground that he had
: been appointed a joint executor to his father’s will, which will
! | was in the possession of one of the other executors who resided
i il | at Mecca. Should this document be forthcoming, said Brigadier
! Coghlan, there would be an end of the dispute, otherwise Gov-
IR ernment might afterwards move in the matter to prevent dis-
| | putes between the brothers.

‘l ! (c.)—The course to be pursued with regard to Syed Burgash. Should the
)i independent sovereignty be awarded to Syed Majid, Brigadier
i 3 Coghlan suggested that Burgash should be permitted to reside

! ! at Zanzibar under surveillance of the British Consul.

| 1

It

IR

{ i 27. BriGADIER COGHLAN'S REPORT. INDEPENDENCE OF SOHAR AND

CONCLUDING SUGGESTIONS.—Brigadier Coghlan had been directed by Government
to make enquiries, both at Muscat and Zanzibar, with regard to the justice of
the claim advanced by Syed Toorkee to the independent sovereignty of Sohar.
The discussions pertaining to this question belong more properly to the history
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Arbitration of Government of India.
of Muscat, and it need only be briefly noted in the present précis that Brigadier
Coghlan decided against the claim, and recommended that Syed Thoweynee
should be officially informed of his recognition by the Government of India as |
the paramount sovereign of Sohar, and an intimation to the same effect being 04|
formally made to Syed Toorkee. “ ’
Other suggestions made by Brigadier Coghlan were— |
(a) that should Zanzibar be declared a separate State, treaties of I ‘
commerce and agreements for the suppression of slavery should be il
concluded separately with both States, inasmuch as the existing I
treaties had been concluded with Syed Saeed as sovereign of the |3
combined States ; |
(6) that a duly qualified British Agent, well acquainted with Arabie, !‘
should be appointed at Muscat, and that he should be independent
of the Resident in the Persian Gulf. On this subject the Bombay
Government observed that they had already recommended to the ¢
Secretary of State the establishment of a Professional Chair of !
Arabic at one of the English seats of learning.
28. RECOMMENDATIONS OF BoMBAY GOVERNMENT.—The Bombay Govern-
ment suggested, for consideration, the following propositions as offering the
best solution of the many difficulties that surrounded the case:
¢ 1.—That His Highness Syed Majid be declared ruler of Zanzibar and the African domi-
nions of His late Highness Syed Saeed.
¢« II.—That the ruler of Zanzibar pay annually to the ruler of Muscat asubsidy of 40,000
Crowns. i
“III.—That His Highness Syed Majid pay to His Highness Syed Thoweynee the i i
arrears of the subsidy for two years, or 80,000 Crowns.” j i
29. AwARD OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.—The important document ‘ l
(No. 1532, dated 2nd April 1861) conveying to the Bombay Government the il

decision of the Government of India in the matter referred to them for arbi-
tration, is quoted below in extenso :

T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 6, dated 15th February,
submitting a report by Brigadier Coghlan on the differences existing between His Highness |
Syed Thoweynee, of Muscat, and His Highness Syed Majid, of Zanzibar, together with a copy |
of the resolution recorded thereon by the Bombay Government.

c - is Excelle
@ The conditions here referred to are 5 In rcpl_s‘, Tam directed to state that His Lxcdluxcy
those mentioned in the preceding the Governor General in Council agrees to the three condi-
paragraph of this précis. tions of settlement recommended in the resolution of the
Bombay Government, paragraph 16.*

“The limitation to 80,000 Crowns of the arrears of subsidy to be paid by Zanzibar to
Muscat is expedient, because it names a distinct sum. In the opinion of His Excellency
in Council the demand should be made rather in the form of a compromise than as the 1 |
assertion of a strict right. It is understood, also, that the aggregate amount of the arrears B
claimable would not much exceed this sum. i

«The three conditions will constitute the decision of the Governor General as arbitrator,
and it should be impressed upon both parties, at the time of delivering to them the Governor
General’s letters, that as they have solemnly accepted the arbitration, the Government of India !
looks to their abiding faithfully by His Exce<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>