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About this record

This file consists of a report which discusses ways in which Britain might protect its interests in Persia.

The report, written by John Evelyn Shuckburgh, Secretary to the Political Department, India Office, begins by
stressing the importance of Britain taking an active interest in affairs in Persia, since events there may

have an impact on Britain's position in India.

Shuckburgh opines that Persia, as a body politic, is in the last stages of decay and decomposition, and he
describes how the country has been used as a base for anti-British agitation in Afghanistan and elsewhere.

Whilst noting that the British occupation of Baghdad in March 1917 appeared to redress the balance of power in
the East in Britain's favour, Shuckburgh argues that the Russian revolution has upset all calculations; he
remarks that Russia has ceased to be an effective ally against German and Turkish threats to Britain's
presence in Persia and may in fact become a potential enemy.

Shuckburgh suggests that Britain requests that the Persian Government takes steps to protect the North-West
frontier of Persia (with an offer of British military assistance), whilst making it clear that if prompt and

effective action does not appear to be forthcoming then Britain will take certain measures in accordance with
its own interests in the East.
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