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The file contains correspondence regarding oil concession grants for land beneath the sea beyond the three
mile territorial limit. The correspondence is principally between the British Agency at Sharjah, the Political
Agency at Bahrain, and Shaikh Shakhbut bin Sultan Al Nahyan [Shakhbit bin Sultan Al Nahyan], the ruler of Abu

Dhabi.

The file covers the oil concession granted by Shaikh Shakhbut to the Superior Oil Company (California) for the
subsoil beneath the sea beyond the three mile territorial limit. It includes the political agreement signed by
the British Government and the Superior Oil Company on the 15 April 1950, wherein the obligations of the

former are stipulated.
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1 Bt 26th Oct.1950.

Your C/TC 182 sea bed.

25 Arab assistant was present at signature
of all proclamations. The actual document used
was in each case physically that forwarded under
Bahrain letter C/S 81 of 8th June 1949 of which

a carbon copy should be on your file.
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3. Meanwhile, I will try to retrieve
Shaikh's copies if still in existence.

7 gﬁ;‘;g&,,:fovs '—.
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¥ N this; if you have none, porhapl your own copy of the letter
might be similarly amended.

4, After obtaining the Shaikh's sealed reply
to your letter, I joined the Company's representatives in the
Guest House and together with Mr. Ali Bustani checked the
various copies of the agreement. FEverything appeared to be
in order, in conformity with the text you had initialled.

6. We returned to the Fort in a body, and the
Company's interpreter read the agreement through to Shaikh
Shakhbut. He expressed himself satisfied end retired for
five minutes' prayer. On his return, I asked him if he had
any questionsto raise or if there were any points in the
agreement which were not quite clear to him. He replied that
he had no queries and was ready to affix his seal to the
agreenment, All six copies of the agreement were thereupon
sealed and signed, and witnessed by me.

6. The Company's representatives, who had -
brought a suitcase of paper money with them, then made payment
of Rs, 1,500,000/~ under Article 4 of the agreement. The
Shaikh was ready to sign a receipt for the money without
seeing it, but I asked that it might be produced for my own
satisfaction and this was readily done.

7. Afurther sum of Bs. 60,000/~ was paid over
to be shared among the members of the Rulers "Representation
Office" (see Article 1 (e) of the Agreement). As Zaid bin
Sultan was absent in Buraimi, his share was accepted and signed
for by Shakhbut. It appeared to me that this payment was more
in the nature of a gift than an advance for services rendered
or to be rendered.

8. My part in the proceedings being at an end
I withdrew, but I learnt later that a gift of Rs. 3000/~ was made
by the Company to the brothers' mother Salameh bint Buti and
that the brothers themselves were expecting further gifts in
kind.
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Trsmslation of letter dated the 2nd December
1950 corresponding to the 22nd Safar 1370 from
Shaikh Shakhbut bin Sultan bin Zaid, Fuler of
“u Dhabi, to the Politieczl Agent, Bahrain.

. e < R TR NN i

After Compliments,

=~

I have the honour to acknowledge the

receipt of your letter No. C/TC-68 dated the

2nd December 1950 equivalent to the 22nd Safar

Usual Ending.

£
e

"B 1370.
i: I inform you hereby that I agree that
g, my concession with Superior 0il Company shall be
% subjeet to all the conditions which you mentioned
¥
;? " in your letter,
B
I
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» ] POLITICAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN HIS MAJESTY'S
' - O B A ™\ND NORTHERN IRKLAND AND THE
SUPERIOR OIL COMPANY REGARDING THE OIL
1 CONCESSION Ag%gum;l‘l:lwlfﬂ THE SHEIKH OF
; This Agreement dated the 15th day of April, Ome ‘thousand
nine hundred and fifty is made between His Majesty's Government
in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
B (hereinsfter called "His ajesty's Government") of the one
pert and The Superior Oil Company, acting as agent for a
company (hereinafter called "the Company" which expression
shall where the context so admits be deemed to include its
successors and/or assignees) to be formed by the above~named
b company of the other part.
7 Wheress upon the aforesaid agent concluding with the
® Sheikh of Abu Dhabi (hereinsfter called "the Sheikh*) ap oil
3 ngr«.nat (hereinafter referred to as "the concession") certain
| & responsibilities will devolve on His Majesty's Government, the
3 agent has agreed u;u His Majesty's Government as follows,
§ notwithstanding enything contained in the concession:-
%’\t\ 1. The Company, any’ tr;ulrcu Company or Companies and
& any subsidiary Company or Companies that may be
: ereated in connexion with the Company's operations
under the concession shall, except with the prior
consent in writing of His Ma jesty's Government, be
and remain a British ;npny registered in any of
A lh’ countries of the British Commonwealth of Nations
: or an American Company incorporated in the United
' gtates of America, of which no more than 49 per cent
of the capital or voting power shall be directly or
tndxﬂ“.ly controlled by persons other than British
E 4 subjects or United !;nul citizens.
2. The obligations and benefits of the concession shall
7 .
/not be
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not l;c transferred to any other Company without the

prior consent in vittng of His Majesty's Government,
3. The employees of the Company in Abu Dhabi shall at all
times so far as is consistent with the efficient
carrying on of the undertaking be British subjects
or United States citizens or subjects of the Sheikh.
with the consent of His Majesty's Government, which
consent ehall not be unreasonably withheld, persons
of other netionalities may be employed if in the
opinion of the Company they are required for the
efficient carrying on of the undertaking.

The importation of foreign labour not of United
States or Buropean origin shall be subject to the
approval of the Political Resident, Persian Gulf,
which approvael shall not be unreasonably withheld.

4. One of the superior local employees of the Company
: shall be designated chief local representative of the
Company in Abu Dhabi. The approval of His Majesty's
Government shall be required for the person so

L

designated but such approval shall not be Mt“tg{!ﬂ 4
witbheld. He will be ordinsrily resident in Abu Dhabi
and will be responsible for the Company's local -~ %3
relations with the Abu Dhabi suthorities. These local
relations shall always be conducted through the )
Political Agent at Bahrain or his representative on the
Trucial Coast, except as regards routine oil business, :
which may be transacted through the official P

Representative of the Ruler referred to in the

concession. : . 4 |
5. Subject to the terms of the concessj

undertakes at all times to pay dg/

wishes of the Sheikh and to the

BRITISH
Avydan

Reference: IOR/R/15/4/10. Copyright for this page: Unknown
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025675314.0x000028



http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025675314.0x000028#share?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025675314.0x000028?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

Qotar KationalLir
’ 'File 0629/2 Correspondence regarding the land beneath the sea outside

territorial waters' [20v] (40/54)

Reference: IOR/R/15/4/10. Copyright for this page: Unknown
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025675314.0x000029



http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025675314.0x000029#share?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025675314.0x000029?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

Qatar National Library

territorial waters' [21r] (41/54)

Reference: IOR/R/15/4/10. Copyright for this page: Unknown
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025675314.0x00002a



http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025675314.0x00002a#share?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025675314.0x00002a?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

Qotar KationalLir
’ 'File 0629/2 Correspondence regarding the land beneath the sea outside

territorial waters' [21v] (42/54)

Reference: IOR/R/15/4/10. Copyright for this page: Unknown
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025675314.0x00002b



http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025675314.0x00002b#share?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025675314.0x00002b?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

Qatar Nattona Lo
’ 'File 0629/2 Correspondence regarding the land beneath the sea outside

territorial waters' [22r] (43/54)

Reference: IOR/R/15/4/10. Copyright for this page: Unknown
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025675314.0x00002¢c



http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025675314.0x00002c#share?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025675314.0x00002c?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

Qotar KationalLir
’ 'File 0629/2 Correspondence regarding the land beneath the sea outside

territorial waters' [22v] (44/54)

Reference: IOR/R/15/4/10. Copyright for this page: Unknown
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025675314.0x00002d



http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025675314.0x00002d#share?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025675314.0x00002d?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

Qatar Nattona Lo
’ 'File 0629/2 Correspondence regarding the land beneath the sea outside

territorial waters' [23r] (45/54)

Reference: IOR/R/15/4/10. Copyright for this page: Unknown
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025675314.0x00002e



http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025675314.0x00002e#share?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025675314.0x00002e?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

Qotar KationalLir
’ 'File 0629/2 Correspondence regarding the land beneath the sea outside

territorial waters' [23v] (46/54)

Reference: IOR/R/15/4/10. Copyright for this page: Unknown
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025675314.0x00002f



http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025675314.0x00002f#share?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025675314.0x00002f?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

Qatar National Library

territorial waters' [24r] (47/54)

P ————

Reference: IOR/R/15/4/10. Copyright for this page: Unknown
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025675314.0x000030



http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025675314.0x000030#share?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025675314.0x000030?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

Qotar KationalLir
’ 'File 0629/2 Correspondence regarding the land beneath the sea outside

territorial waters' [24v] (48/54)

Reference: IOR/R/15/4/10. Copyright for this page: Unknown
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025675314.0x000031



http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025675314.0x000031#share?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025675314.0x000031?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

duilngll Jadi i<
Qatar National Library

'File 0629/2 Correspondence regarding the land beneath the sea outside
territorial waters' [25r] (49/54)

. w - = - . x
| -t .(
@®
’g arbitration under the provisions of the Arbitration Act
%; of 1889 (52 and 53 Vict. c. 49) of the United Kingdom
B Parliament, or any statutory modification or re-enactment

thereof for the time being in force.

(4) The price to be paid for all oil or products of the
refining or treatment of oil teken in wo—upﬁn by
His Majesty's Government shall be either (a) as
specified in a seperate agreement or (b) if no such
agreement shall have been entered into, a fair price
for the time being at the point of delivery as the
same shall be settled by agreement between His Ma jesty's
Government and the Company, or in default of such
agreement by arbitration in the manner provided by the
last preceding subclause.

To assist in arriving at a fair price at the

point of delivery the Company shall furnish for the
confidential information of His ajesty's Government, f
if so required, particulars of the quantities, |
descriptions and prices of Qatar oil or products
sold to other customers and of charters or contracts »
entered into for carriage and shall exhibit to His
Majesty's Government original or authenticated copies
of oontracts or oharter parties eutered inte for the
sale and/or carriage of such oil or products. . ‘
(5) His Majesty's Government shall be at liberty to take
econtrol of the works, plant and premises of the
Company in Abu Dhabi and in such event the Company
shell conform to and obey all directions issued by or om 4
behslf of His Majesty's Government. Compensation

shall be paid to the Compeny for any loss or damage

that may be proved to have been sustained by the
Company by reason of the exercise by His e jesty's

'/ Government
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