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VI 

FQBEIGN INTERESTS* 

D. IRAN. 

(7) Seizure of Arab dhows by Persians. 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 

No. 

The Hon’ble the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf presents his 
compliments 

to 

1. Hitt Minister, Tehran. Ho. 11-3. 

2. The 

3. The 
4. Hie 

o. The 

Foreign secretary to the Government 
of India, Hew )elhi. 

Senior Hav&l Officer, Persian Gulf. 
Slajesty’s Consul, Keriann. 
Political A^ent, Muscat. 

1 

J 

fJc.StO'S, 

and has the honour to transmit to him 
a copy of the undermentioned 

document (s). 

^ i 
- - - "" - — - POLITICAL /GENCY AND IcONFiDEI'T! 

L 
hECORrl 

Ove. 1 

' ' 

| 

] 

H, B, :,VS OUNSULAM: 

| 

British Consulate-General, BIJSHIRE. Dated.. 

Reference to 
previous correspondence: 

Description of Enclosure. 

Name and Date. Subject. 

Seizure of Oiaani dhow 
by Iranian Cue tone launch 

As per list 
attached, off Bandar Abbas. 
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List of enclosures to Residency Printed letter 
No.880-3 dated the 10th December 1936. 

1. Kerman memorandum No. 95 of 2nd November 1936 
with enclosures. 

To Muscat(2. Bughire telegram No.84 of 17th November 1936 
only. ( to Tehran. 

3. Tehran telegram No.209 of 20th November 1936 
to Foreign Office. 

4. Tehran t elegram No.210 of 20th November 1936 
to foreign Office. 

5. Teh -an telegram No.88 of 20th November 1936 
to Bushire. 

6. Tehran telegram No. 14 of 20th November 193 :> 
to Kerman. 

( 7. Bushire telegram No.T/l95 of 2lst November 
To ( 1936. 
Muscat ( 
only. ( 8. Kerman telegram No.31 of 21st November 1936 

( to Tehran. 

9. Tehran telegram No.211 of 24th November 193e 
to Foreign Office. 

10. Tehran telegram No. 15 of 24th November 1936 
to Kerman. 

11. Kerman telegram No.32 of 24th November 1936 
to Tehran. 

12. Kerman telegram No. 33 of 26th November 1936 
to Tehran. 

13. Tehran telegram No.213 of 28th November 1936 
to Foreign Office. 

14. Bushire telegram No.87 of 9th December 1936 
to Tehran. 

********* 
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ConfidentiaX« 

No.95 of 1936 
British Consulate, 

Kerman, the 2nd Novemcer 1936. 

To 
The Secretary 

to the Honourable the Political 
Resident in the Persian 3ulf, 

BUSH IRS. 

Memorandum. 

I enclose herewith copies of tvfo successive 

reports received from the Head Cleric, Bandar Abbas, in 

connection with an Omani dhow, which was seized by the 

Cus to ins motor dhow Ilo.b, and brought to Bandar Abcas 

for trial, for your information, and such action as you 

deem fit in the matter. 

ad. C.H.Lincoln, 

Maj or. 

H.B.M.*8 Consul, Kerman 
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Copy of report dated 24th October 1936 from Head 

Cleric Bandar Abbas to Consul, Kerman. 

I beg to report that on the 22nd instant, the Customs 

launch No.5 under Nakhuia Abdullah Kishnsy with Ardashiri, 

the Customs Inspector on board, brought one dhow .vith her 

crew wno were all Arabs from Oman. The dhow had firewood 

as her cargo ana two rifles on board. She was bound from 

Batenah i or Khasab, It seems due to bad weather she was 

bound to cross the Guli . she was caught while she was 

under sail. It does not seem that she had anchored at 

any Iranian Port. 

The Customs claim that tney have right to arrest any 

vessel bearing arms on board in Persian waters. 

The brew are in Shahrabani pending trial by Customs. 

Por information please. 
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Copy of report dated the 27th October 1936 

from Head Clerk, Baiidar Abbas, to H.B.H.’e Consul, 

Kerman. 

II 

In continuation of my report dated the 24th 

instant, regarding the Omani dhow, I beg to report 

the further development for your information. 

?he boat in question was from Xhasab and bound 

for Dubai, she had on board as passengers one Arab 

woman and her daughter. 

^he crew including the passengers were handed over 

to the Military Authorities on the 26th to be tried by 

Diwan-e-Harb (Court Martial). 

The Diwan-e-Harb will try them for carrying arms 

in Persian v/aters. 

There is also a rumour that the boat was caught 

near Coral Island 
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COPY 

Telegram 

Pro m 

Ct- 

becretary to tue PoiitiCc 
Persian Gull, Bushire. 

in tne 

To h.Iu* s L^mster, Tenran. No.b4, 

iie^.eatea to Poiitxeal hes^ae. t, BanrainJ 
5 

H.k»s Consul, Kerman > 

Batec 1 7 tn Nov ember :3 oG. 

bo.62b• 

Aacresseo to Tehian bo.84 repeated to Kernan 

with reference to his memorandum No.35 ana Political 

hesicent at Bahrain. 

Consul, Kerman, nas for war a ea to me for iiifoimationi 

and action report from heac Ciera, Banaar afebas tnat an 

Omani dhow bouna irom Kas ab to febax a±tn an Omani cme .. 

two female arab passengers, cargo oi firewood ana navmg 

two rifles on boara was seiaea unaer sarx on Banaar abbas 

ana brougnt into Banaar Abbas by Iraim an Customs launcn No.5 

on 22na October. Crew ana passengers were nanued over to : 

military autnorities on 26tn October to be trieu by martxal . 

law for carrying arms m Iranian vyaters. 

2. Banaar Abbas is not in my Consular district, ana 

consul, Kerman, is under your orders but as Banaar abbas is 

under Governor of southern Ports at Busnire, you ...ay wisn 

me to tame tne matter up mere. 

g. Dhow appears to have been driven by stress of 

weather into what Iranians would cxaim as teiritorial v/aters. 

it is normal practice in Arab dhows to carry small 

quantities of arms for bona fide seif protection. 

-Britconsul- 
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10 

Telegrsan R. 35 

N 

' 
© 

From H.M.’a ill n is ter, Tehran. 

To H.M.'e Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
London. No.209. 

Repeated political Resident, Bush!re. No.86. 

Dated 20th received 21st November 1936. 

I learn that Omani dhotf carrying firewood 

from Khasab to Dibai and having two rifles on board was 

seized by Customs launch off Bandar Abbas on October 

22nd. Crew were handed over to military authorities 

for trial by martial law on charge of carrying firearms 

in Iranian waters. It would appear that dhow was 

outside three mile but within twelve mile limit and that 

she was driven by bad v/eather. Political Resident 

states it is common practice for dhows to carry small 

quantities of arms for self protection. 

2. (Here insert text of my immediately 

succeeding telegram). 

-SEYMOUR. 

— 
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Telegram S. 

From H.M.*8 Minister, Tehran. 

To H.M. *8 Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, London. No.210. 

Repeated Secretary to Political Resident, Rushire. No.87. 

Bated 20th received 21st November 1938. 

I am endeavouring to ascertain poiition more 

accurately. I presume that there is clear case for protest 

if dhow was outside 12 mile limit but do you wish me t o 

protest if as is probable she was within limits claimed 

by Iranian Government but outside those recognised by His 

Majesty’s Government. 7/e cannot hope for satisfaction 

in latter event but action is perhaps necessary in order 

to maintain our position over arms traffic ?in territorial 

waters. 

2. Likelihood of alternative issue is that of 

charge brought against crew. There seems to have been no 

attempt to smuggle and I know of no law declaring illegal 

the carriage of arms in a foreign ship innocently passing 

through Iranian waters. There would h; rdly seem to be 

grounds for protest while matter is aub judice but I 

could ask to be informed of exact nature of charge in ho^e 

that informal discussion of case will convince authorities 

that there are no grounds for prosecution. 

3. I should be grateful for instructions. 

- SNmonn 
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Telegram S 

Prom tt.M.*3 Minister, Tehran, 

To Political Resident, Buaxiire. 

No. 88. 

Dated 20th received 21st November 1935. 

Your t el eg ram No. 84. 

As cre.v have been handed over to military 

authorities I think it would probably be more effect iv 

to raise matter here. But see my telegrams 209 

and 210. 

Seymour 
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Telegram R.35, 

From H.M.*a Minister, Tehran, 

To H.M.’s Gonaul, Kerman. No. 14. 

Political Res ident, Bushire. No.89. 

Dated 20th received 21st November 1936. 

Bushire telegram No.84 to me. 

Please ascertain as accurately as possibl 

distance of dhov from shore when she was seized by 

Customs launch and telegraph reply. 

SEYMOUR 
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Telegram S. 

From Political Resident, Buahire, at Bahrain. 

To H.M.’s Minister, Tehran. 

Repeated Secretary to the Political Resident, Bushire, 
>vho will please repeat to Kerman. 

Copy sent by air mail to Government of India, New Delhi, 
and Senior Naval Officer, Persian Gulf, with 
copy of Bushire telegram No.84. 

No.T/195. 

Dated and received the 21st November 1936. 

Bushire telegram No. 34. OMANI DHOW. 

In view of fact that dhow had only two rifles 

on board and of circumstances explained in paragraph 3 of 

telegram I trast you will be able to ask Iranian Government 

for release of crew and dhow. 

- Resident. 

Repeated to Kerman under Bushire telegram No.832 of 
22nd November 1936. 
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/"N 
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r\ 

Telegram 3. 

From H.M.’s Consul, Kerman. 

To H.M. f s Minister, Tehran. No.31. 

Repeated Political Resident, Bushire, No.36. 

Dated and received Slat November 1935. 

Bushire telegram No.84. 

Head Clerk, Bandar Abbas, reports that dhow 

with crew and passengers has been released but two rifles 

have been retained. 

-Britconsul. 

27Reference: IOR/R/15/6/160. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100059445586.0x00001c

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100059445586.0x00001c?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


'File 6/13 Foreign Interests: Seizure of Arab Dhows by Persians' [14v] (28/164)

.a i'.ns: ,XiJ ,ncr e * 
.M .} 

*ic' ,oVi 

. 

'I 
t 
*19 j a i n 1 1! 

& ’ 
.M. H 

• 
dfi.oli 

t 
9'ixriBL'P 

, 
^risbiesH Ipoi^ilc^ 

.c a. 
I 'r9 3n*9Vo! 

/ 
r JelP bsvieosT f>njR 

.^6 
• 
cT1 r.x.• 

• 
o9 Is j S'!inenfi 

ttonJb eX'ioqs'i .unudA ibIhibF ,^3-sIC bjssK 

tisllxi ovii Jbseneie'i nesa tx^ri eissnseenq Lns wsio n^iv 

. 
L 9 n 

a 
h 

j’ 
9r es 3 9 v Bfi 

28Reference: IOR/R/15/6/160. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100059445586.0x00001d

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100059445586.0x00001d?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


'File 6/13 Foreign Interests: Seizure of Arab Dhows by Persians' [15r] (29/164)

Telegrara 

!?r ora 

To 

Repeated 

Dated 24th 

retained. 

Telegram 

From 

To 

Repeated 

Dated 24th 

R*35. 

H*M.'a Minister, Tehran. 

H.M.’s 3ecretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, London. No.211. 

Political Resident, Bushire. No.91. 

received 25th November, 1936. 

My telegram No.209. 

Dhow and crew have been released but rifles 

- SFYMOUR. 

S. 

H.M. *s Minister, ?e iran. 

H.’i.’s Consul, Kerman. 

Political Resident, Bushire. No.92. 

received 25th November 1936. 

Your telegram No.31. 

Please telegraph date of release. 

SEYMOUR 
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Telegram S 

From H.M. ’s Congul, Kerman. 

H.M.'a Minister, Tehran. No.32 To 

Repeated Political Res. dent, Bushire. No.27. 

Dated 24th received 25th November 1936. 

Important. 

Your telegram No. 14. 

Dhow was seized about 4 miles off south west 

point of Hormuz which would be about 10 miles from Bandar 

Abbas shore. 

Britconsul 

Telegram S 

From H.X.'a Consul, Kerman. 

H.M. *s Minister, Tehran. No.333k to 

Repeated Political Resident, ^ushire No.28. 

Dated 26th received 27th November 1936. 

Your telegram No.15. 

Dhow and crew were released 0 n 30th October 

and left Bandar Abbas on 1st November 

- Bri tconsul 
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Telegram 

From 

To 

Repeat ed 

Dated and 

R.35. 

H.M. *s Minister, Tehran. 

H.M. *8 Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, London. No.213. 

Political Resident, Buahire. No.92. 

received 28th November 1936. 

Vty telegram No.211. 

I learn now that dhow was seized /hen about four 

miles off south-west point of Hormuz Island and that dhow 

and crew were released on 3Cth October. 

SSYMOUR. 

Telegram R.35. 

From Political Resident, Bushire. 

To H.M.’s Minister, Tehran. 

No.87. 

Dated the 9th December 1936. 

\ 

Correspondence ending with your telegram No.213 

to Foreign Office. 

As dhow and crew were released by Iranian 

authorities presumably they were not smugglers. This being 
so can you ask Iranian Government for release of the two 

rifles.? 

Resident 
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Telegram. G.T.C. 

-p'rom 

- 

Political, 
Muscat 

To 

- 

-dr it consul, Bushire. 

No. 

- 

105. 

^ated the 21st December 1936-. 

/i 
r\ 

Your telegram ^o.904 of 19th December. 

nothing is known here about the incident 
so 

I cannot confirm whether crew are muscat subjects. 

I shall endeavour to obtain information from 

. 
i 

Khassab but 
as the only way of communicating with that 

port is by sailing craft 
some 

delay is inevitable. 

Political. 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 

\ 

No. 
898-b of 19S6. 

The TIon ble the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf presents his 
compliments to 

j. The Foreign Secretary to the Government of India, 
£. The Senior Kaval Officer, Persian Gulf Division, 

11 ’ 

fchorehfea, at Basrah, o. His Majesty 1 s Consxil, Kermt-n. 

y 4. The Political Agent, Muscat. 

and has 
document 

the honour to transmit to him a copy of the undermentioned 

British Consulate-General, BUSHIRE. Da ted. 15 th. .Le.C ember,. 19to.6. 

JseN" 

Reference to previous correspondence: 

/A I 
Kesidency Printea Letter No.660-h, dated 31th December 

lai.6. 

Description of Enclosure. 

Name and Date. 

Foreign Office telegram No. 

dated the 14th feceaber 1956. 

Subject. 

18 
SEIZURE OF OMANI DHOW OFF 

BANDAR ABBAS. 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 

N(t. 921-S of 1936. 

The Hon’ble the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf presents his 
compliments 

to 

1. The Foreign secretary to the Government of India, 

New Delhi. 

2. Tne senior Naval 
Officer, Persian Gulf Division, 

H.M.fc. Shore ham. 
3* His 

Majesty’s Consul, Kerman. 

/ A, 
The Political Agent, Unseat. 

and has the honour to transmit to him 
a 

copy of the undermentioned 
document 

tl£ N C ¥ AND 1 POLITICAL 
IcONFlDENTl 

-L RECORD 

U>i i I 
' 

i 

British Consulate-General, BIISHIRE. Dated 
21rd December 19o6. 

Reference to 
previous .correspondence: 

Residency intea Letter No.89B-S, dated 15th December 19o6 

Description of Enclosure. 

Name and Date. 

1. Tehran telegram No.97, dated 

18th December 1936. 

2. Political Resident’s telegram 

No.97, dated 23rd December 

1936. 

Subject. 

SEIZURE CF OMANI DHOW 
OFF BANDAR ABBAS. 
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ioiltleal Heaidtiit, uuehire* 

H.i*a Ml niater, Tehran* 

by poat Oowriment of iiidia, ^oroi ;ii m<X 
} olitioal )apartiaant v ew Delhi. 

ieiiior aval onioer, l^ralai. Gulf 
Divi*ioa* H.- .3.9hoivhaBi» imahlreradio 
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oiltical float. 
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removed from Muscat delay is inevitable. 
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WM- 

/V 

Prom - Senior Officer,?.^ 

To - Political, T 'uscat. 

No. 

Da ted 

1347r 

11th February 1937. 

Addreescd to Politicnl Resident Pcreinn Oulf. 

Pepcntc-d to ocnftor Novel Officer, Persinn 'rulf. 

I hove asked T "ali of KHAS3AP, in the event of his 

hearing of a case of interference with on Arab "Dhow, to 

obtain necessary information and give it in writing to 

caretaker at Khor Qowi for information of next passing 

Sloop. He has consented to do so but would like a letter 

of authority from Government of Unseat. 
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v-1 « 

Ftoid..* Tl:e Senior Officer, Persian Gulf, 
“Deptford* at Balraiiu 

Date*. 0 15tD FeBrua^ 1937, No^ S.&2. 

Te**.r. T'e Political A^ent, Muscat, % 

With reference to your 0930 of 12th February, 
the contents of my 1347/llth February are roughly 
as folio?; 

"As a result of reported interference with Arab 
dhows by Iranian Gunboats in the vicinity of the 
Quoins and Khor Kuwai, I have ashed the Wall 
of Khassab to let tie Caretaker at Khor Kuwai 
know if he hears of any such incidents from 
visiting dhows, and to give him certain 
particulars". 

2, A copy of ray letter to him is enclosed, 

3, He carae on board to see me and said he would 
like authority for this from the Political Agent, 
Muscat, but ' T as quite willing to comply, 

4, In my 1347/11 I informed the Political 
Resident of this request which presumably will be 
forwarded to you by him, I am giving you this 
information so that you will know what you are 
authorising* f 

COMMANDER. 
SENIOR OFFICER, PERSIAN GULF. 
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11th February 1937. 

TO Sia mi OF KhAliAB. 

Vlth cotnllpents. 

The Captiiln cf li.I'.S. “DEPTFORD" would llbe 
to Know if the Wall of Khaasab has been informed of 

any interference to any Arab dhows visiting Khassab 

by" any i an-of- ’ar, or other ship or boat. 

Should any such information coise to his 
ears in the future, he is ashed to send a message to 
the Caretafeer at Kror Kuwai for the information of 
the next visiting ritish ran-of- w. 

The inforration required should contain 
the folio-lug particularsr- 

Date and locality of incident. 

Nai e and nationality of boat and nahuto. 

vlhether flag was flying at the time. 

Nature of carco, and passengers. 

Destination and where from, also date of leavin •. 

Name of ,’Jiip interfering. 

If possible this information should be 
’fritten down and signed by the N dmda. 
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Je&egram - G.T.C. 

From - Major Watts, Karachi. 

So - Political Muscat. 

No.K/£6 

Dated the 19th Felruary 1937. 

/ ^ 

X f you have receiced S.N.O. telegram No. 

1347 dated 11th February- repeat here if not received 

request repetition from S.N.O. 
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I 
■ 

f 

■ 

EXPRESS LETTER 

[ZV, B ,—This is an ORIGINAL MESSAGE, sent by post to save telegraphic 
expense and undue use of the wires, but intended to be treated, on 
receipt, with the same expedition as if it had been telegraphed. To 
save time a»d formalities it is worded and signed as if it had been 
so despatched % \ 

From 

To 

Repeated 

Political Resident, Bushire* 

Political Agent, Muscat, at Karachi. 

Senior Officer, Persian Gulf, H.M.S.Deptford. 

Senior Naval Officer, Persian Gulf Division, H.M.S. 
Shoreham, at Bombay. 

Sc 

/ 

No* 201-S of 1937# Dazed 13th February 7. 

Senior Officer, Persian Gulf’s telegram No. 1347 February 

11th. 

Please ask Muscat Government to instruct Wall accordingly. 

It is in their interests as it may be a Muscati dhov? which is 

interfered with. 

sd. T.C.Fowle, 
Lieut, rGJol on el. 

Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 
Attested. 

for Secretary to the Political 
Resident in the Persian Gulf. 

S. 6. 
MFP—1515 S&P-(M-2039)—2-4-35—200,000. 
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t.v.c , This is an CTilGIA AL JllTSSAGlt, sent hy post to sir e telef/raphic 
exp?' se and Uhdue use of the vires, bvi intended to he treated, on 
receipt, with the same r.rpe/lav■ >« •/ u had ht-en telegraphed. To 
ta e time a^d fonnuhtics it is taircmd a o sij. ed as if it had been, 
so despatched.] 

Muscat. 

To 

Britconsul* 

Bushire. 

A f ow o ~'(L. 
\ 

Vai-'d 31st ^rch 

Reference your Express Letter Kc.201-S of 13th 

■February 1937. 

2. I have mentioned the matter to the Sultan who promised 

that he would write a letter to the Wall of Xhassab instructing 

him to act as desired. 

ej> 

S 6 
MFP—4006&P—(M-480 - 26-7-34—2,00 X 0. 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 

No-CAe of 1937. 

0 . 
\4 

The Hon’ble the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf presents his 

compliments to / tf * ^ 

1*3 

1. 

2 . 

3. 

The Political Agent, 

The Political A^ent, 

Tile Political Agent, 

Kuwai t. 

Bahrain. 

Muscat. \ 

and has the honour to transmit to him a copy of the undermentioned 
document (s). 

Office of the Political Resident 
in the Persian Gulf^ 
Can p, KUWAIT. 

Dated.,. 6tll . .April*-!®-*.- 

Reference to previous correspondence: 

To (l) only. Political Resident’s Printed letter 
Ho.C/41 of t>th April, 1937. 

Description of Enclosure. 

Name and Date. Subject. 

Political Resident’s Seizure of a Kuwaiti dhow 
minute dated the 6th April by Irai ian Customs 
1937. Authorities at ^usbeh. 

i 
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NOTE 

Subject: Seizure of a Kuwaiti dhow by 
Iranian Customs Authorities at 

fyTJ SBEH. 

I discussed this case with Captain de Gaury 

at Kuwait* Captain de Gaury explained that this case 

was a typical one. The Iranian Government have forbidden 

Iranians to own dhows built in Kuwait, and presumably 

this order applies to dhows built anywhere on the Arab 

Coast, The idea behind this order is that the Iranians 

should build their own dhows. This, however, they can’t 

do. An Iranian, therefore, wishing to own a Kuwait 

built dhow, gets the dhow registered in Kuwait nominally 

as belonging to a Kuwait merchant. The dhow then flies 

the Kuwait flag but to all intents and purposes is an 

Iranian craft, since it is really owned by an Iranian 

and the Captain is Iranian as are the crew. 

2. If such dhows are seized by the Iranians, as 

in the present case, therefore, we are really on a bad 

wicket in protesting. Captain de Gaury will explain 

the position to the Shaikh and in future the reports 

from Kuwait or other posts on the Arab side of the 

seizure of any dhow should ment ion if the dhow does or 

does not come within this doubtful category. 

3, A copy of this note should go to Political Agents 

Kuwait, Bahrain and Muscat. 

Kuwait. 
6 th April 1937. 

sd. T.C.Fowle. 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 
X X 

No 

- 
348-3 of 1937. 

The Hon’ble the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf presents his compliments 
to 

1. The Political Agent, Bahrain 

2. The Political Agent, Muscat. 

and has the honour to transmit to him 
a 

copy of the undermentioned 
documents (&)/ 

British Consulate-General, BUSHIRE. Dated.. T?t*h"MK7V 

,, 
l^S7v 

Reference to 
previous correspondence: 

To(l) 

# 
Political Resident’s Printed letter 

Ho.C/72 
of 

12th April 1937. 

To(2). 
Political Resident’s Printed letter 

Ho.C/70 
of 

12th April 1937. 
Description of Enclosure. 

Name and Date. Subject. 

Hote No. 144 of the 31st 
March 1937 from His Majesty’s 
Minister, Tehran, to the 
Iranian Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, Tehran. 

Interference with Arab 
dhows by Iranian Sloops 

67Reference: IOR/R/15/6/160. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100059445586.0x000044

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100059445586.0x000044?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


'File 6/13 Foreign Interests: Seizure of Arab Dhows by Persians' [34v] (68/164)

68Reference: IOR/R/15/6/160. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100059445586.0x000045

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100059445586.0x000045?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


'File 6/13 Foreign Interests: Seizure of Arab Dhows by Persians' [35r] (69/164)

n 

Copies to:BUSHIRE No.25 (Ref.Bushire 
Tel.No.42 

& Express letter No. 
C.22 of March 6 

th). 

S.N.O. 
No.237/10/37. 

P.0. No. 122. No. 144 
. 

(Ref.Deo.No. 
193-S of 

(237/10/37). 
12/2/37 

from P.R.in 
the Pers ian Gulf to 
3.of S.for 

India). 

& INDIA No.54 (Ref.Bushire des.No.193-3 
of 

12/2/37). 

31st March 1937. 

Monsieur le Ministre, 

I have the honour to inform 

Your Excellency that my attention 

has recently been drawn to two cases 

in which ships of the Imperial Iran i a: 
Navy have interfered with Arab vessel; 

within Arab territorial waters. 

2. The first incident took place 

on 
the 25th January (5th Bahman). 

On that date H.I.M.S."Babr” stopped 

and searched two dhows belongint to 

Debai. The first dhow was searched 

two miles north east of Quoin Island, 

and the second one mile from Quoin 

Island. Both dhows were therefore 

stopped within the territorial waters 

of the Sultan of Muscat. The first 

dhow is the property of Muhammad Khan 

of Debai, and its Nakhuda is named 

Ahmed Ali Harmuzi, The second 

belongs to a 
relative of Muhammad 

Khan and its Nakhuda is Hasan Tahlak. 

The two dhows carried passengers and 

cargoes of salt, dates and clothing 

for the Bat in eh coast. The cargoes 
His Excellency 
Monsieur Enayatollah of both dhows 

were 
searched, being 

Saipiy, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, prodded / 

Tehran. 
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2 
- 

prodded with 
a 

steel prong, and the baggage 

and clothing of the passengers and crews were 

also searched. After completion of the search, 

the dhows were allov/ed to proceed. 

The second incident took place 
on the 

16th February (27th Bahman). 
On that date an 

unnamed jolly-boat, belonging to Debai, sailed 

from Khassab to Debai with 
a 

Cyidargo 
of dried 

fish. The jolly-boat is the property of 

Humail bin Khalfan al Basti of Debai, and the 

Nakhuda is named Ali bin Hasan ash-Shahi of 

Xhassab. At about 
noon on the 16th February 

(27th Bahman) 
an Iranian warship 

was 
sighted 

coming from the direction of Hen jam. The name 

of this warship is not known, but it is believed 

that she was H. I .S. 
rt 

Chahrok^ji”. When the 

jolly-boat 
was off Ghamda 

(between 
Bakha and 

Sha’am) 
she 

.vas 
overtaken by the warship, which 

stopped 
a few yards distant from her. Both 

vessels were then about one mile from the 

shore. The ^akhuda 
was ordered to go aboard 

the warship, where he 
was 

questioned about the 

nationality of his boat, himself and his crew. 

He was then allowed to proceed. 

4* Your ISxcellency will observe that in both 

these cases, Arab vessels from Debai were 
stopped by Iranian warships actually within 

Arab territorial voters. In these circumstances 

I must make to Your Excellency 
a 

strong protest 

at 
/ 
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at these further cases of interference with 

Arab vessels outside Iranian territorial waters* 

In my note No.112 of the 11 th March (20th 

Esfand 1315) I had the honour to remind Y^ur 

Excellency that incidents of this nature could 

not but maxe a most unfortunate impression. I 

have no doubt that His Majesty’s Government in 

the United Kingdom and the Government of India 

will view these further incidents with much 

concern, and I would therefore again earnestly 

request Your Excellency, in the interests of 

the friendly relations so happily existing 

between those Governments and the Imperial 

Government, to cause strict instructions to be 

issued to the Commanding Officers of His 

Imperial Majesty’s ships to abstainlfrom interference 

ference with Arab vessels outside Iranian 

territorial waters. 

I avail myself of this opportunity to 

renew to lour Excellency the assurance of my 

highest consideration. 

(signed) H.J.SEYMOUR 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 

No. 366-S of 1937. 

The Hon’ble the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf presents his 
compliments to 

The Senior Naval Officer, 

/, Persian Gulf, 

# / 

and has the honour to transmit to him a copy of the undermentioned 
documents 

/ 

British Consulate-General, BUSHIRE. Dated 

Name and Date. Subject. 

Express letter No.40-0, datec. 
the 31st March 1937 from the 
Political Agent, Muscat. 

Report by ¥ali of Khassab 
of cases of interference 
with Arab dhows by Iranian 

sloops. 

Copy warded 
Agent, 

with compliments, to the 
Muscat, for information. 

Political 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 

Of 1937. 

The Hon’ble the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf presents his compliments 
to 

1. TJoe Senior Naval Officer, 
Persian tfulf. 

2* Tne Political Agent, Kuwait. 

3* Tne Political Agent, Bahrain. 

4 4. fne j^oiitioal Agent, 
and has the honour to transmit to him 

a 
copy of the undermentioned 

documents 
fy/ 

far i lrfor 
. 
iJlti 

POLITICAL v and 

CONFIDENTi 
L ;%ECO»D 

! 

. 

.b. 
N-. 

^ 

h, b. ;rs 
British Consulate- . 

o r. 

Dated 

.. 

1.7 .t n.. Zee fiat.er,.. A9 37. 

Reference to 
previous correspondence: 

To 1 only. Busnire Printed letter j»o.6i2-5i of 
11th August 1937. 

Description of Enclosure. 

1 
. 

Name and Date. Subject. 

India Office repress letter 
!s(o.?. 

2.6C31/t57 
of tne 20th 

November, 1937, *ith 
end osures* 

Oovermaent of India, external 

j 

Affaire (department, telegram 
50.2379 of tne 8tn Oece nber 
1937. 

Interference with Arab 
dnows by Persian n&v&l 

vessel a. 
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— 

J 

Copy 
EXPRESS LETTER 

(AIR MAIL) 

Erom 
- 

Secretary of State for India 

To 
•• 

Ciovernment of India* External Affairs Department* 

Copy sent to Political Resident in tne Persian uulf* 

Dated 

- 
20td aovember* 1937* 

Ho. 
P.2*6031/37. 

Interference witn Arab dnows by Persian naval 

vessels# Please see 
Foreign Office letter to Admiralty dated 

7th July, No.E 
3169/1359/91, (copy sent to you by 

sea 
mail of & 

15tn July) 
and enclosed copy of Admiralty reply dated 10th 

September, and other connected correspondence including 

Tehran despatch of 31st July, copy sent to you as ho. 130. 

After consultation with Fowle and subject to your 

views i am 
disposed to think that in present circumstances it 

would be inadvisable to pursue the proposal for the cancellation 

tion of the muscat proclamation of 1898, tne Bahrain proclamation 

tion of 1398 and the Kuwait proclamation of 1900, and I am 

also disposed to agree with the views of tne Admiralty 

regarding the nature of tne instructions which should be 

issued to his Majesty's Snips. 

1 should be grateful if your views could be 

communicated by telegrapn* 

(The issue of the above has been duly autnorised) 

ad. J.P.fiibson. 
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Copy. P.Z.6033/37. 

(^<0 

ancloaures in AdniP^lty covering Mote mo. 
n.03427/ 

37 dated tne lOtn September, 1937. 

ADMIRALTY, S.'.f.l. 
Confidentia l. 10tn September 

. 

1937. 

M.03427/37. 

/ 

Sir, 

lyitii reference to your letter 
j5iO*E«3l69/li5o9/9l 

oi tne 7tn 

july 
# 

i am 
commanded by !4y Lords Coaiais 

a 
loners of tne AdrQ*ra.i ty 

to 
state, for tne information of Viscount Halifax, tnat fneir 

Lordships have had under consideration tne laemorandum dealing 

with interference by Persian warships witn Arab dnows wnicn was 

enclosed in Mre'Seymour*s despatch no, 147 of the 21st April last, 

together with the comments of tne Political Resident on 
this 

memorandum whdch were contained in a 
semi-official letter to 

Sir Aubrey Metcalfe dated 21st May. 

2* Tne main point raised in Mr*seymour*s memorandum is whether 

or not force should in tne last resort be employed by 
one of 

H#M.Ships to protect 
an 

Arab dnow against molestation by 
a 

Persian warship* They note that Mr.Seymour suggests tnat, 

although force might properly be used in Arab territorial 

waters, it should not at present be authorised in cases occurring 
ing 

on the high 
seas* 

3* Their Lordships suggest that the necessity for tne employment 

ment of force against 
a 

Persian 
war 

snip in such an 
eventuality 

is very unlikely 
to arise. On tne one occasion when a few 

years ago a 
British sloop 

came on the scene when a 
Persian 

warship 
was 

interfering with an Arab dnow, tne Persian snip 

made off in great haste long before iUM.Snip 
came up witn the 

dhow* 

4. j4y Lords nevertheless consider it to be important 
tnat 

hoM*Snips should nave clear authority 
to use force if necessary, 

on 
/ 

The under Secretary of State, 
Foreign Office, 3.W.I. 
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on the high 
eeaa as well as in Arab territorial waters* they 

suggest, therefore, that the instructions should take the form 

that, in the event of an Arab dnow being interfered with in the 

presence of 
a 

British warship, the latter should communicate 

with the Persian warship, 
warn her that she is conmitting 

an 
illegal act and, if necessary, take the dnow in tow and take 

such other steps 
as are necessary to ensure tnat sne is not 

further interfered with. They would point out tnat unless tne 

Instructions 
are in tne sense 

suggested above, there is always 

the possibility, 
however 

remote, that a 
Persian 

war vessel might 

persist in her interference in the presence of and in spite of 

remonstrances by 
a 

British warship. If in such circumstances 

no 
attempt 

were made to resist tne illegal action of the Persian 

warship the effect upen our 
prestige amongst tne Arabs would be 

likely to be serious, 

5« Ah additional reason for issuing instructions in tne sense 
proposed above is that (in spite of recent verbal communications 

by individual Persian officials) it seems 
likely tnat it will 

shortly be necessary to make 
a 

formal communication to tne 

Persian Government in the sense 
proposed in paragraph 6 of ur, 

Seymour’s memorandum 
- 

namely tnat *2:sx orders nave been given 

to H®M,Ships to prevent aqy interference with Arab dnows on tne 
high 

seas. In this connection, ineir -Loras concur witn tne 

views expressed in paragraphs 4 and S of the Political Kesident’s 

semi-official letter of tne 21st May, Any divecgence between 

tne language used at Tehran and tne instructions issued to rt.ii. 
Ships would clearly be open to objection, 

5* Another suggestion contained in MroSeymour's memorandum 

is that in waters claimed by Persia 
as 

territorial, 
but not 

admitted 
as such by His Majesty’s Government, 

tne same course 

should 
/ 
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3 

should be adopted 
as in Persian territorial waters proper 

- 
nakely that there should be no 

intervention by his Majesty’s 

Ships, but that diplomatic protests snould be made and claims 

advanced if the vessels have been arrested without reasonable 

cause* The reason he advances for maxing this suggestion is 

the desirability of avoiding risking 
a reference to an international 

ional tribunal 
on the 

question 
of the limit of Persian territorial 

torial waters* 

7. Their Lordships feel that arrangements on the lines proposed 

are 
unnecessarily complicated, and that the risk of an incident 

leading to recourse to an 
international tribunal 

on 
the question 

of the proper extent of territorial waters can be discounted* 

They therefore suggest that the same 
instructions snould cover 

the whole of the 
high seas, up to the limit admitted by 

us as 

Persian territorial water. 

d 
0 

As regards possible interferences inside Arab territorial 

waters. Their Lordships would draw attention to the Muscat, 

Bahrain and Kuwait Proclamations made in 1393-1900 in connection 

with the arms traffic® Copies of these proclamations 
are 

appended for convenient reference® It will be seen tnat tney 

all confer upon Persian vessels tne rignt of searcn of 
Muscati, 

Bahraini and Kuwaiti dnows vritnin tne ruler’s own 
territorial 

waters* The 
question of tne cancellation of these proclamations 

naa recently been under consideration 
- 

see in tnis connection 

semi-official correspondence commencing witn Mr® Claus on* 
s 

letter 

P*Z.2970 of the lltn «iay and Foreign Office despatch no®204 

to Tehran* Their Lordships consider that it is extremely 

unlikely that the Persian (iovermaeat are aware of these 
provisions, and they feel tnat it is not necessary to take open 

steps to cancel them 
- 

wnicn, 
as 

pointed out in tne corres 

pondence / 
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correspondence referred to above* might draw attention to the 

Persian 'fi’irm&n of 1897. They would point out moreover tnat 

these 
proclamations only relate to the suppression of the arms 

trade, 
whereas the present activities of tne foreign warsnips 

seem to be mainly directed to tne 
suppression 

of smuggling. 

9a In order to cover tne 
point, Tneir Lordships suggest 

that the instructions to n.M.lhips should provide tnat if 
a 

Persian warship which is interfering with an Arab dhow attempts 

to justify 
her action to 

a 
British warship by alleging that tne 

vessel is engaged in tne arms 
traffic, tne Britisn Commanding 

Officer snould reply tnat, if the allegation proves to be 

correct, 
ne will 

see tnat tne offenders are 
properly dealt 

witn according to tne law to which they 
are 

subject; and tnat 

he should subsequently take tne necessary steps to ensure tnat 

this is done, acting in collaboration with tne political 

Resident and nis staff. It is understood that all tne Arab 

States in treaty relations witn rt.M.Government nave 
legislation 

pronibiting tneir subjects from engaging in tne arms traffic. 

10. Tneir Lordsnips 
nave noted tnat in tne Political Resident's 

note dated 26tn Pebruary suggesting tne cancellation of the 

proclamations, it is stated in paragrapn 2 tnat under tne 

huscat Proclamation Persian vessels nave 
rignts 

of searcn of 

Muscat vessels on the nign 
seas. Tneir Lordships 

presume that 
tnis interpretation is based upon tne notification dated I 3 tn 
January, 1898, which 

was 
apparently issued at tne same time 

as 
tne proclamation and wnich states tnat "in future 

our Muscat 
tlag will be no 

protection to vessels carrying 
tne said arms 

and amiunition from our dominions to India and Persia.” Tn ir 
Lordships would suggest tnat it is unnecessary to treat tnis 
notification 

as 
formally conveying 

powers of searcn upon tne 

nign / 
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-5- 

§*9 

nign seaa, and tnat it can be regarded 
as 

being 
no more tnan an 

intimation to tne lultan^ subjects tnat tney cannot expect tne 

support of their ruler if tney indulge in forbidden activities. 

On the assumption, therefore, that no other document exists which 

confers these powers in 
a more formal and definite manner, Their 

Lordships suggest that the matter would be adequately met if the 

instruction covering tne case where a 
Persian warship alleges 

that 
a 

dhow is engaged in tne arms 
traffic (see paragraph 9 

above) 
were made applicable to any case of interference with an 

Arab dhow on the 
hign 

seas as well as in Arab territorial 

wat er s. 
11. In reply to tne 

enquiry 
as 

to tne existing instructions 

in your letter of tne 7tn July, I am to state tnat Their Lord- 

snips 
nave been unable to trace that any 

specific instructions 

governing tne use of force nave been issued to n.m. 
Snips in 

connection with Persian interferences witn Arab dhows, other 

than those issued in Admiralty letter m. 
01721/31 

of tne 14tn 

October, 1931, (copies 
of wnicn were sent to foreign Office 

and India Office 
on tne same 

date) 
which stated tnat 

M 
any 

interference outside Persian territorial waters witn Arab dhows 

suspected of smuggling would call for a 
strong protest. Tne 

action to be taJcen would, nowever, nave to depend 
on tne circumstances 

cumstances of tne case**. As regards instruction of general 

application, Article 949 K.R. and A.I. provides tnat British 

ships (which 
would undoubtedly be interpreted 

as 
including ships 

under Britisn protection) 
’’are only to be protected by force 

against actual and wrongful violence and 
wnen remonstrance has 

failed*. .nis Article relates to Britisn snips in foreign 

ports, and a fortiori it could be argued tnat it applies witn 

even 
/ 
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even 
greater force to 3ritisn anips 

uponithe 
nign 

seas* 

A copy of this letter nas been sent to tne India 

Of fic 
e. 

I am etc. 

3d. S.H.PHILLIPS 
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Copy 

pio« 3 
( b) 

. 

uormcATiou by ihail?: hubabak-bim-subah, chib? o? 
KUWAIT. 

it kno.Yn to all vrno see tnis tnat Iritisn and 
Persian vessels of war ,nave 

permission to searcn vessels 
carrying tneir and our 

flags in Kuwait territorial waters 
and to confiscate all arms and ammunition in tnem if tilese 

arms and ammunition 
are intended for Indian 

or 
Persian 

or Kuwait ports. Kuwait vessels found in Indian and Persian 
waters by Britisn and Persian vessels of war 

suspected to 
contain arms and ammunition for Indian, Persian and Kuwait 
ports 

are liable to be searcned by tne said vessels and 
all sucii arms and ammunition found in tnem will be confiscated 
ed 

, 
Dated tnis 24tn MUliarram 1318 (: 

24tn Kay, 
1900) 

(L.S.) 
IRTBAH AK-B IK-3 ITS AH 

• 

No. 9 
(b). 

THA1^3LATI0H 0? PROCLAMATION PROM 3HAIKH ISA BIN ALI AL 
KHALIPAH, CHIS? 0? BAHRAIN, DA^ED 3TH ilL HIJJAH 13lo (: 30tn April, 1898). 

Be it known to all wno see 
tnis tnat British and Persian vessels-of-war nave 

permission 
to aearcn vessels carrying tneir and our 

flags in Bahrain territorial waters, 
and to confiscate all arms and ammun it ion 

(weapons 
of war) 

in them, if those amns and ammunition are intended for Indian 
or Persian Ports or tne Islands of Bahrain. Bahrain vessels, 
found in Indian and Persian waters by Brit isn and Persian 
vessels-of-.var, suspected to contain arms and a^daunition lor 

and the islands of Bahrain, 
are 

tne said vessels and all such arms and ammunition found in tnem will be confiscated as property 
of the State. 

Indian 
lia hie 

and .Persian ports 
to be searched by 
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' — — 

Copy 
No, ya 

*■ 

TRANSLATION OF PRO OLA. Hat ION I33ai;D BY TUB :MLPiJS OF 
OMAN BBO A BO IN Or TH'i 3ITPPB3SSI0N OF THIS ILLEGAL IMPORT TION 

0^ ARMS INTO PERSIA AN 1 BRITISH INDIA, 1893. 

Be it known to all wno see 
it tnt*t we nave 

given permission 

to British and Persian vessels of war to searcn vessels carrying 

their and our 
flags in our 

territorial waters, and to confiscate 
cate all arms and ammunition (weapons of 

war) 
in them, if 

those arms and ammunition 
are intended for Indian and Persian 

ports, and if they 
are the property of British, Persian 

or 
Muscat subjects. 

‘ 7 e h^ve also given permission to those vessels of war to 
search Muscat vessels in Indian and i’ersian waters suspected 

to contain arms and ammunition for Indian and Persian ports, 

and to confiscate the said arms and ammunition. 

(This is written; that it may be know. And salaams. 

written the 19th say of dhaban 1315 
A.H.( 

13tn 
January,1898). 

No. 8 
(b). 

Be it known to such of our 
subjects 

as see 
tnis that, 

whereas the British and Persian Governments have represented 
to us that they 

are desirous of preventing introduction of 

arms and ammunition into India and Persia and T.hat there is 

reason to think that many are 
exported from Muscat and taken 

to those two above named countries, 
we nave resolved to join 

them and to assist them as 
far as it lies in our power in 

suppressing this trade in arms and ammunition between -auscat 
and India and rersia. *e therefore warn 

(our subjects) that 
all the a-^ns and ammunition sent to those two countries will 
be confiscated and those engaged in this trade will be 
punished, 

as the introduction of arms and ammunition into 
India and Persia?! is prohibited by the Governments of those 
two countries and therefore illegal. 

In future, 
our muscat flag will be no 

protection to 
vessels carrying the said arms and ammunition from our dominions to India and Persia. (Tnis is written) t nat it may 
be known. And salaams. 

Dated the l^tn of Rhaban 1315 A.ri.(13tn January, 1893). 

sd. FBf3AL-BIN-TURKI• 
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T elegram 

fr om 
(iovernment of India 

t 
eternal Affairs 

J)e par traent, Slew Del Hi. 

Secretary of State for India, London. 

Political Resident, 3ushire, at Bahrain. 

To 

Repeated 

No. 2379. 

Bated and received the 8 th December 1937 

Your Bxpress Letter No. 
P.Z.6031/37 dated 

the 20th mov 
ember. Interference *itn Arab dhoxa by 

Persian naval vessels. 

ve a&reti *fith your vie^s 
on both subjects 

mentioned in second paragraph. 

- 

FQRETG3. 

j 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 

No. 62-3 of 38. 

The Hon’ble the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf presents his 
compliments pliments 

to 

!• Political rtgent, Bahrain. y 

2. Political .agent, Muscat 

3. Political agent, Kuwait. 

4. The Senior Javal Officer, lereian Oulf. 

and has the honour to transmit to him 
a 

copy of the undermentioned document 

ment 
(s). 

I CO ̂  FIDE NT] 
jl, 

RJECOR 
x 

j 

1 
’' 

" 

British Consulate-General, 

BUSHIRE. i>. 
s i? •M ISC AT 

Dated.. 2f) tlV T Vnuary 

‘ 
38* 

Reference to 
previous correspondence 

: 

India Office express letter Ho,1 
.Z.6031/37 

of 
20/11/37, 

sent under *„/ 
0f 17 th Jeoenber 

Name and Date. 

India Office letter Ho*3P*Z. 

8 
003/37, 

dated 14 th Deo ember 

1937, to the Foreign Office. 

Subject. 

1 ersiau Government 
* e 

ri^its 
of inspection and search of 
rirab Dhows. 
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f 

i .Z.8003/37 
India Office, 

Whitehall, 8 .W.I. 

14th iieceiaber, 1937. 

My dear Baggallay, 

Would you kindly refer to W'lauson 9 s letter of the 

11th May, ^o.1.2.. ^97 0/37 and com.ec ted correapOiide nee 

about the iereian Government*a ri^ts of inapeotion and 

search of iirab Dhowa ? 

We have given further consideration to the question 

of the cancellation of the Muscat, Bahrain and Kuwait 

i reclamations in the light of the views expressed in the 

subsequent correspondence and after consultation with 

Fowle and the Government of India we agree with the generally 

ally expressed view that in present circumstances it would 

be inadvisable to cancel the proclamations. 

We also agree with the views expressed in admiralty 

letter of the 10 th September, No.H.03427/37 regarding the 

nature of the instructions which should be issued to 

His Majesty's Ghips. 

I am sending a copy of this letter to deal at the 

kdiairal ty. 

Yours sincerely, 

3d. J.P. aiB30>! 

H.L• Ba ggallay, Wsq• 

foreign Office, 3.W»l. 
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CONFIDENTIAL. I N 

515 of 1956. 

The Hon’ble the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf presents his 
compliments 

to 

1. The Senior li&'T&l Officer, jeersian Oulf Division, 

h.M *3 
. 

Shor eneau 
2. The Political Kuwait. 

5. The Political ^ent, Hanrain. 

4. The Political Agent, ^Jusoat. 

and has the honour to transmit to him 
a 

copy of the undermentioned 

documents (j). 

British Consulate-General, B1JSHIRB. 

tni 

Dated... 

Reference to 
previous correspondence 

: 

eidenoy Printed Letter 
fco.C/24& 

of 14.4.55 

Description of Enclosure. 

Name and Date. 
Subject. 

Adsir&lty letter 
ho.lt.92431/35, 

dated 13tn July 1935, to the 

Foreign Office. 

Protection of Arab dhows 

against Interference by 

, Persian warships. 
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U.02431/38 

Conf ident ialo 

Sir, 

I am commanded by My Lords Commissioners of the 

Admiralty to acquaint you, for the information of Lord 

Halifax, that they have had under consideration your 

letter E 968/162/91 of the 30th March, 1938, concerning 

the action to be taken by Commanding Officers of H.M# 

ships in the -fersian uulf to protect Arab dhows against 

interference by Persian snips. 

2. My Lords note that Lord Halifax considers that the 

balance of advantage lies in including waters off the 

Iranian coast outside the tnree-mile limit, but within the 

six-mile limit, in t he scfcpe of the proposed instructions 

authorising Commanding Officers to use force in the last 

resort to prevent interference on the high seas* Lord 

Halifax then suggests, however, that in order to reduce 

the risk of a serious incident within the six-mile limit, 

further, possibly seEDet, instruct ions should be given 

to Commanding Officers that they should, so far as possible, 

contrive to avoid witnessing incidents which may occur 

within the six-mile limit, 

3 0 My Lords have given careful consideration to Lord 

Halifax*s suggestion, but regret that they are unable to 

agree that Commanding Officers* discretion should be limi- 

-ted by such secret instructions. They do not consider 

that it would be in fact practicable to instruct H.M.Ships 
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5^1 
2 . 

enter tne aix-mile limit. It would not, for instance, 
be possible, without serious detriment to our prestige for 

H.M toips patrolling outside the six-mile limit either to 

ignore an incident which they may observe within the s ix- 

-nuie limit, or tail to pursue, if necessary, an offending 
rerslan vessel up to tne limit of waters claimed by ue as 
the high sees. The damage to our prestige would be all 
the more serious if, as would now be thee ase, it were 
public knowledge that we had authorised resistance to 

\ Persian interference outside Persian territorial waters. 
It would therefore seem necessary, if the risk of incidents 
is to be avoided in tne manner suggested by Lord Halifax 
for H.M.Ships to be instructed to keep, not only outside 
the six mile limit, but at a distance from it sufficient 
to ensure that they did not witness any incident occurring 
within the six miles, or likely to involve pursuit beyond 
that limit. My Lords do not, however, consider t hat any 
auch instruction would be desirable in principle or practical, 
those suggested by Lord Halifax would, not, in fact, avoid 
the risk of incidents, and would, My Lords consider, merely 
introduce an undesirable element of doubt in Commanding 
Officers' instructions which would make decision in particular 
cases difficult and embarassingT a* explained in 
Admiralty letter M.03427/37 of tne 10th Septemner, 1937, they 
do not consider that the risk of a serious Incident arising 
is great, and, for the reasons explain,* above, they would be 

Slad if Lord Halifax could agree to the issue of the instruc- 
-tions without the proposed reservation. 

4- My Lords have also considered the 
proposal that 

H.H.Ships should undertake to see that suspected vessels 

proceed/- 
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/ 

3 

proceed to their alleged destination, and that offences 

are investigated and punished. To be effective, this 

would involve escorting the dhow to its alleged destina- 

-tion. The actual destination of such dhows would 
i 

presuoably be generally within •r’ersian waters^ the a 

for operational reasons. As regards the investigatTou 

and punishment ol offences, Thier Lordtthips consider that 

the proposal in paragraph 9 of Admiralty letter of 10th 

September, 1937, would be sufficient to cover cases of 

suspected arms running. It is observed, nowever, tnat 

the activities of Persian warships appear at present to 

be mainly directed towards the suppression of smuggling, 

and its would not seem possible for an/ undertaking to be 

given that offences which are offences against Persian 

law will ce investigated and. punished elsewhere* 

A copy of this letter is being sent to the 

India Office. V 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant i i \ 

sd/- 3.H.Phillips 

V 

/ 
/ 
/ 

/, 

/ 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 

No C/641 
of 1938. 

The Hoo’ble the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf presents his 
compliments 

to 

1. The Senior Harfel office’", 
Persian Gulf Division. 

2. The Political Agent, Bahrain. 

3. The Political Agent, Kuwait. 

4. The Political Agent, Muscat, at Zlar&t. 

and has the honour to transmit to him 
a 

copy of the undermentioned 
documents (s). 

a 
,e® 

• 

A 
^ 

Office of tne Political Resident 
f 

t 
% 

in the Persian Gulf, 

Gamp, Bahrain. 

. 
^ 

A 

x&dcx 
l 
xxk Dated... i4t-h-Eep.te^3er^U9.3ci. 

gv 

c V^A \ 

V 'Zft 

Reference to 
previous correspondence 

: 

Political Residents Printed letter 
ho«C/51h 

dated tiie 8th August 1938, 

Description of Enclosure. 

Name and Date. Subject. 

Foreign office letter Ho. 
251 of the 30th July 1938 
to Tehran. Interference with Arab 

dhows by Persian naval 
Tehran despatch Ho.294 of 
the 30th August 1938 to the 
Foreign Office. 

vessels. 
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(Received under Tenran dee paten Jro. 55 of 30th 
August 1^36)* 

ITORIIGH Of: 
30th July 9 lV3d» 

HO. 251. 
(B 42B9/162/91). 

Sir, 

Under cover of my despatch Ho. 109 of the Slat March, 

X sent you a copy oik letter from this department to the 

Admiralty, regarding the proposed instruct ions to Commanding 

Officers of Hie *l*jo 9 ty , B .ships in the Persian Gulf to use 

force in the last resort to prevent interference by Persian 

warships with Arab dhows. 

2. I transmit to you herewith a copy of the Admiralty^ 

reply, from which it will be seen that Their Lordships agree 

that the balance of advantage lies in includfeg waters outside 

the three-mile limit, but within the alx-mile limit, in the 

scope of the proposed instructions. 

3. Their Lordships are, however, unable to accept the 

proposals put forward in foreign Office letter referred to 

above, that secret instruct ions should be issued to tne 

Commanders of His Majesty's Ships to avoid entering the six-mile 

limit whenever possible, and secondly that in the event of an 

incident arising, His Majesty’s Ships should undertake to ensure 

that the dhow in question proceed to its alleged destination, 
and tnat any offence ! apart from arms running) which may nave 

been committed be duly investigated and punished. 

4. in view of the arguments put forward in the Admiralty 

letter, and subject to apy observations which you may wish to 

make, I propose to agree to the issue of instructions in the 

H.H.Butler S»q. 9 aVa», 
etc., etc., etc., 

Tehran. 

modified / 
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mod if lad form suggested by ins Admiralty* 

I am* with great truth, 

air. 

Your obedient servant, 

(For the Secretary of Btate) 

ad* IACY BAfWdkLAY. 
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's*' 

30th AUgU0t» 1936. 

JNo. 294. 

(196/16/36). 

My Lord, 

I have received Tour Lordship* e deep&ten i»o.25i 

of the 30th July, (S 4239/162/91), end X have the honour 

to report in reply that X do not consider that there are 

any further observations tnat 1 could usefully put forward 

on the question of the proposed instructions to Cotananding 

Officers of Hie Majesty's r»hips in the Persian Gulf, 

relative to the position of Arab dhows. 

2. X ara sending a copy of this despatch, together 

with a copy of Your Lordship's despatch under reference, 

to the Honourable the Political Keeident in the Persian 

Gulf at Buohire. i 

I have the honour to be with tne highest respect, 

hy Lord, 

Your Lordship’s dost obedient, 

humble servant. 

(signed) H.J.S^YMOUn. 

The Right Honourable 

The Viscount Halifax, 

etc., 

^*G *, G. 0 * *30. , 

etc., etc., 

The foreign Office. 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 

(jx. 

f 

Ko 

- 

c/749 
of 1933. 

The Hon’ble the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf presents his 
compliments 

to 

1. The Senior ffaval Officer, COR 
Persian Oulf* 

2. The Political Agent, Kuwait* 

^ 
3. The Political Agent, Bahrain* 

J4. 
The Political Agent, Muscat, 

and has the honour to transmit to him 
a 

copy of the undermentioned 

documents 
(s^. 

Office of the political Resident 
in the Persian Gulf, 

Camp, KUWAIT* 

Dated.. 

• • 
toth* 

* 
Oct ober j 

• 

-IIKSB 

Reference to 
previous correspondence 

: 

Political Residents Printed letter 
So-c/5l5 

* 
1 

^ 
of the 8th August 1938 

Description of Enclosure. 

Subject. 
Name and Date. 

Foreign Office letter No* B.5404/152/91 
of the Interference by Persian 

28th September 1938 to the ships with Arab dhows* 
Admiralty* 
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V 

3.tf.i. 
23th September* 1938 # 

i r/ 

Copy. 

P. 2.6733/58. 

B.&404/152/91. 

fHr, 1 

I am directed by Viscount Halifax to state that he has 

had under consideration your letter ^o.M*02431/36 of the 

16th July regarding the action to be taken by Commanding 

Officers of His Majesty's Ships in the Persian Oulf in 

order to protect Arab dhows against interference by Persian 
_ 

’ ' 
. n > - ' 

ships, 

2# In view of the considerations set forth in your letter # 

Lord Halifax concurs in the suggestion of the Lords 

Commissioners of the Admiralty that instructions should be 

issued on the lines indicated in paragraphs 4 and 9 of 

Admiralty letter Ho.M.05427/37 of the 10 th Sept ember,1937. 

His Lordship agrees, moreover, that these instructions 

should apply to Arab territorial waters*nd the high seas 

up to the 3-mile limit admitted by His Majesty's Government 

to be Persian territorial waters. 

3. At the same time, Lord Halifax would recall hia wish, 
expressed in paragraph 5 of Foreign Office letter Ho. 

9 68/162/91 of the 30th March, that in the issue of these 

instructions it should be emphasised that tuey must be 

carried out (as no doubt Their Lordships intend they should 

oe) with the utmost tact and discretion, and force be used 

only in the very last resort. 

4. A copy of this letter is being sent to the India Office. 

I am. 
Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
(signed) C.tf.Baxter. 

The Secretary 
of the Admiralty. 

COPY 3SHT TO INDIA. 
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iff 

CONFIDENTIAL. i 
/ 

h (&) 

No. 
598-3 

The Hon’ble the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf presents his 
compliments to 

1 

2 . 

The Political Ageut, Kuwait* 

The Political A^ent, Bahrain* 

The Political Agent# Muscat* 

and has the honour to transmit to him a copy of the undermentioned 
documents 

(s^ 

C. !>-' 

SC»T, 
British Consulate-General, BIJSHIRE. Dated IV.th ..$toy r.. x% 36 

Reference to previous correspondence: 

Residency Printed Letter Ro*0/749 

dated the 10th October 1938* 

Description of Enclosure. 

Name and Date. Subject. 

^drairalty letter io* H*M«3hlps and Iranian 

14*05850/38 dated the 26th warships - protection of 

October 1938* Arab vessels in the Gulf* 
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M# 0585 0/38 
g 

26th October 1938. 

Confidential. 

The Coinej&nder-in-Chief, 
H.M.Ships and Vessels, 

£&st Indies. 

Copy to * Senior i^aval Officer, Persian Gulf. 

With reference to your predecessor's submission 

-vo.504 /Jj.• 1,3273/4 of 19th May 1937, I am to communicate 

to you the following instructions coneerning the action 

to be taken by H.M.Ships in the Persian dulf to protect 

vessels of the Arab Cheikhdoms under British protection 
if Iranian warships or customs vessels should attempt to 

interfere with them. 

1 * Protection against interference by Iranian 

ships is to be atxorded by H.M. Ships in the territorial 

waters of the arab States under .British protection and on 

the high seas up to the limit of Iranian territorial waters 

recognised by His Majesty's Government. Notwithstanding, 

therefore, the claim advanced by the Iranian Government 

to a territorial belt six miles in width protection 

is to be given up to the three mile limit off the 

Iranian Gcast. 

2 . If the Commanding Officer of one of H.M.Ships 
observes an Iranian warship or customs vessel interfering 
with a protected Arab vessel in the waters described in 

1 above, he is to communicate with the Iranian ship 
and warn her that she is committing an illegal act. 

3* II the Iraiiian ship does not thereupon 

release 
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release the Arab vessel, H.M.Ship is to take the latter 

in tow, and adopt such measures as may be necessary to 

ensure that no further interference occurs# 

4* If the Iranian ship opposes such action with 

force the Commanding Officer of H.M.Ship is authorised 

to use such force as may be necessary to effect the 

release of the Arab vessel. 

5. If the Iranian ship attempts to justify 

her action by alleging that the Arab vessel is engaged 

in the arms traffic, the Commanding Officer of H.15.Ship 

should reply that if the allegation proves correct he 

will see that the offenders are properly dealt with in 

accordance with the laws to which they are subject* and 

he is subsequently to take the necessary measures in 

collaboration with the Political Resident and his 

staff to ensure that this promise is fulfilled. 

6 . If an incident occurs v/ithin the six mile limit 

but outside the three mile limit off the Iranian coast, 

and the Iranian ship justifies its action on the ground 

that these waters are Iranian territorial waters, the 

Commanding Officer of H.II.Ship is to reply that H.M. 

Government does not recognise such waters as territorial 

and that he cannot permit interference with Arab shipping 

outside the three mile limit. 

• ^ t 
7. ihe utmost tacy and discretion are to be 

employed in dealing with any dispute which may airse, and 

every endeavour is to be made to obdain the release of 

the Arab vessel without the use of force, which should 

be employed only in the very last resort. Commanding 

Officers 
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Officers must, however, decide on their own judgement 

whether a situation has arisen requiring forcible laeasur-eaV 

BY aOS&«AIiD OF TKE1IH LORDSHIPS. 

3d. S.H.lhillips. 
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ul. 

GOVERNMENT OF INDU, 
PERSIAN GULF RESIDENCE, 

Dkpartmknt. BAHRAIN. 

EXPRESS LETTER "^3 M, 

[Ns B,—This is an ORIGIN'AL MESSAGE, sent by post to save telegraphic 
expense and undue use of the wires, but intended to be treated, on 
receipt, with the same expedition as {f it had been telegraphed. To 
save time and formalities it is worded and signed as if it had been 
so despatched,] 

C^FIPcNTIAL 

From POLITICAL RESIDENT, PERSIAN GULF. 

f i\ 

To POLITICAL AGENT, BAil;AIN. (With spare copy for the 
Political Officer, Truclal Coast). 

POLITICAL AGENT, MUSCAT.-/ 

No. 7 62 _ s. V>ated the 29th April, 193 47 

Several cases have recently been reported of 
Interference by Persian naval vessels with Arab dhows on the high 
seas* If any such cases come to your notice please send an 
immediate report by express letter/telegram and follow it up in 
due course with a detailed report tn the lines prescribed in this 
Kesidency Circular Stemorandum Bo* C/142 of 1934, copy enclosed 
for ready reference* 

Sd* W. E. HAY* 

Political Resident, Persian Gulf* 

for Secretary teethe Political Resident 
in the Persian Gulf* 

G.A.M. 

S. 6. 
MFP—1407 S&P—(M-2339)—25-5-37—300,000. 

131Reference: IOR/R/15/6/160. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100059445586.0x000084

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100059445586.0x000084?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


'File 6/13 Foreign Interests: Seizure of Arab Dhows by Persians' [66v] (132/164)

132Reference: IOR/R/15/6/160. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100059445586.0x000085

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100059445586.0x000085?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


'File 6/13 Foreign Interests: Seizure of Arab Dhows by Persians' [67r] (133/164)

mnmmh No. C/143 of 1934. 

Office of the Political Resident in the 
Persian Gulf, 

Camp, BAHRAIN. 

29th March, 1934. 

To 
The Political Agent, Kuwait. 
The Political Agent, Bahrain. 
The Political Agent, Muscat. 
The Residency Agent, Sharjah. 
The Senior Naval Officer, Persian Gulf. (Under 

No. C/147 of 29.3.*34.) 

CIRCqfcAR„ i ,ME i MfiRANDyM 

Information on the following points, and on any 

others which are relevant, should, whenever possible, be 

furnished in the tabulated form given below in reports on the 

seizure of, or interference with, Arab dhows by Persian 

authorities. 

1. Date of seizure or interference. 

2. Place of seizure or interference. 

3. Name of vessel. 

4. Nationality of vessel. . 

5. Whether flag was flying at time of incident. 

6. Nationality papers carried. 

7. Names and nationality of Nakhuda, crew and 
passengers, if any. 

8. Nature of cargo carried and details of manifests 
and Customs documents covering the cargo. 

9. Date of sailing from Arab or other port. 

Sd. T. C. Fowle, 
Lieutenant Colonel, 

Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 

ATTESTED 

Sd. J. Croning. 

for Secretary to the Political Resident 
in the Persian Gulf. 

Copied 

G.A.M. 
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M1Y i: J—i j } . 1 
Translation of letter No. 244/2 

ted the 9th April 1947 from Secretary 
to His Highness. 

I am sending herewith a copy of a letter sent to us 
by Mohd bin Ali al Bahrani, a merchant in Muscat and a 
Subject of the Sultan. A copy of a telegram received 
by him from his agent Mohd bin Makki in Bahrein is also 
enclosed. I shall be grateful if you will communicate 
with the authorities concerned for the restoration of 
commodity (15 tins of ghee) 

c£j/ul, ? Port j eerotl> 
1 believe is under * u ingeh. 
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Copy of a 
Mohd bin Ali al Bahr 
to His Highness* 

letter dated the 9th Apri. 1 from 
®^ii addresi ed to the Secretary 

I beg to state that we the 22nd Rabi II 
from Bande r Sah am fcr Bahrein( T70 b^s of charcoal and 

^ v of g hee The Nakhuda of the dhow was Abdurrehman 
bin Hassan, resident of Kangan, Iran, and a&Se consigned to Haji Mohd bin Makjki al Bahrani. We obtained the usual 

from the customs at Sh&oi Sahan and the Naichuda 
° n the 

^^k? ab iJLI* Yesterday we received a telegram from our Agent in Bahrein saying informing us of the arrival of the,Vessel and saying that the ghee has be.n confiscated by a Persian Ship "Seemurgh" at the Persian 
port of Jeeroh. The telegram is enclosed with this letter. The -vessel and its Nakhuda are now a in Bahrain. I shall be obliged if you wijl-i 

assist us in retrieving this cargo. 
As for charcoi 

Bahrain intact. 
it was not comiscated ana reached 

S-5, (Small). 
MFP—228 S&P—6767-A—(M-636)—13-7-45— 200,000 lads. 
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i 

Date .of despatch. 

List of enclosures. 

DEPARTMENT/OFFICE. 
File L T o. 

Serial No. 
Letter 

Draft Memorandum 
, Telegram 

No. Dated 
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\ 

Copy of t«l«gram dat«d th« 7th April, 1947 from 

Bahrain, 

» 

hahr«^fn^ 

Muscat, 

Saimarkh Iranian Ship took 15 tins ghaa shipptd with 

Ahdul Bahman Hasan at Chiroo Port, 

7/4/47 
ALhahar ana. 

JAuX 
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8/13 

10 

Telegram Q 

From Political Agent, Muscat. 

To Political Resident, Bahrain. 

No. 0 
/ 
221 

, 
Dated 17th May, 1947. 

\ 
/ 

Your Express Letter No.752-S April 29th. 

Following 
are details in respect 

< 
ent 

just reported to me, c.f. your Memorandum 
No.C/l43 

March 29th 1934. 

(1) 
Between March 17th and April 7th. 

(2) 
Chiroo 

(3) 
Mussad 

(4) 
Iranian 

(5) 
and 

(6) 
Unknown 

(7) 
Nakhuda Abdur Rahman of Kangan, Iranian, 
passengers unknown. 

(8) 15 tins ghee and 170 bags cbrcoal, manifest No.13 
torch 16th issued at Saham. 

(9) 
Left Saham 23rd Rabi 

(torch 17th). 

2 
. 

Cargo owned by Mohd bin Ali al Bahrani, Muscat Subject. 

Consignee Haji Mohd bin tokki al Bahrani, Bahrain. Name of Persian 

vessel H 
Seemu^gh 

,, 
. 

Only ghee confiscated. Dhow said to be in 

Bahrain. 

POLITICAL 
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confidential 

The Hon'ble the Political Resident in the 
Persian Gulf presents his compliments to 

1. His Majesty’s Secretary of State for India, LONDON. 
2. His Majesty’s Ambassador, TEHRAN•• 
3. The Senior Naval Officer, 

Persian Gulf, H.^.3. WILD 
GOOSE. 

4. His Majesty’s Consul-General, BUSHIEE. 

and has the .honour to transmit to him 
a copy of the 

undermentioned document, without enclosure, in continuation 
of Residency endorsement No. 844-S, dated the 6th May, 1947, 
with the remark that in view of the facts that (a) the 
vessel was 

apparently in Persian territorial waters, (b) the 
Nakhuda and entire crew were 

Persians, and (c) the manifest 
does not appear to have been in order, the case does not 
seem to be one 

calling for a 
representation to be made to 

the Persian Government. 

PERSIAN GULF RESIDENCY, 

BAHRAIN. Dated the 15th May, 1947. 

Reference to previous correspondence 
: 

Description of enclosure 
: 

Number and Date Subject 

express letter No. 
C/567, 

dated the 12th May, 1947, 

from the Political Agent, 
Bahrain. 

Persian naval interference 
with Arab sailing craft. 

No. 958 Bahrain, the 19th May, 1947. 

Copy forwarded, with compliments, 
to 

The* Political Agent, 
MUSCAT. 

G.A.iv 

. 
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<$1 

EXP:r,6S Licrr^li, 

From 

- 

political, Bahrain. 
To 

- 

Repcu, Bahrain. No.c/567. 

Dated the 13th of hay, 1947. 

in continuation of my Express Letter 
No.c/533, 

dated the 3rd May, 1947. 

n v 

<k) 

2 
. 

'ho particulars required by you are as 
follows: 

(a) Date of seizure or 2nd April, 1947. interference: 
(b) Place of seizure or interference: Shi/oo. 
(c) Name of dhow: Musaad. 
(d) Nationality of dhow: Registered in Bahrain 
(e) vhether flag 

was 
flying: 

Yes. 
(**) Nationality 

papers carried: Bahrain pap ers. U 
r 
) Name and nationality of nakhuda, 

crew and passengers, if any: 

Name. Nationality 

. 1. Nakhuda Abdulrehman bin iNissan Persian. 

Crew. 
1. Falahi bin Yusuf. 
2. othman Abdul Husain. 

, 

3. Abdulrehrnan bin Hassan. 
4. TTassan bin Ahmed. 
5. Ahmed bin Hassan. 
6. Yusuf bin Ahmed. 
7. Hassan Ahmed. 
8. Ha ssan M ohamed. 
9. Mohamad All. 

10. :;ohanied Abdulla. 
11. All Husain. 
12. 3alim Yacoob. 

Passengers: 
(h) Nature of cargo 

carried, 
and details of manifests, 

etc. 

(i) Date of sailing from 
Arab 

or other port: 

Nil. 

237 raffas firewood manifested 
fested for Bahrain. Also 
170 bags charcoal manifested 
fested transhipment 
Bahrain. 

Left Muscat loth March, 

1947. 

3. I enclose in original the dhow's manifest. 

ATTESTED. 

Sd./- 
C.J. PELLY 

political Agent, Bahrain. 

[pi) 

5.4-/v- tASKAu 

for Assistant Political Agent, 
Bahrain. 

NS. 
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6P 

(Received under foreign Office endorsement 
Ro.43593/66/91 

dated 13.5.1947) 
(R3593/66/91) 

TORKIOH OyFIGiC, 3.W.I. 

COBf immiAL. loth May, 1947. 

. 

/0jrL 

Will you 
pl«aa« refer to the Political 

Resident, Persian Gulf’s telegram So* 513 of the 
27th April about two oases of interference by 
Persian naval vessels with Kuwaiti dhows. 

It would seem that both these incidents 
occurred outside not only the 3 mile limit of 
territorial waters which we 

recognise# but even the 
6 mile limit whioh the Persies claim* 

* 
We should be grateful if you would bring 

these incidents to the notice of the Acting Minister 
of Poreign Affairs 

or 
of the Prime Minister and 

ask that instructions should be sent to Persian 
naval vessels not to interfere with dhows on the high 

seas outside Persian territorial waters* You 
should point out that if the Persian naval authorities 
ities persist in stopping Kuwait and other Arab 
dhows on the high 

seas, this is likely to lead to 
constant friction which it is our earnest desire 
to avoid* 

By Persian territorial waters we still 
mean, of course, waters within the three mile limit, 
but there would be no 

point in getting involved in 
a 

fruitless argument with the Persians 
on this point* 

1 am 
sending copies of this letter to the Political 

Resident and to Senior Haval Officer, Persian Gulf* 

jtjr 
® 

(C«W* Baxter)• 

Sir John LeRougetel, K.C.M.G. ,M.C., 
Tehran* 

Persian Gulf Residency, 
Bahrain, 

the 22nd May 1947* 

Copy forwarded, with compliments, 
to 

The Political Agent, Kuwait 

. 
The Political Agent, Bahrain 

* 
The Political Agent, Muscat 

* with reference to Residency endorsement No.746-S 
A P ril to Kuwait, Ko*928-S dated 

15th May 1947 to Bahrain and Mo*9i8-S dated 19th May 1947 to Muscat* 
/S4 
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/ 

COJTflaEWTIAL. 

No. 1141 - S. 

I 

■ 7 

n. J 
he Hon 

'i> 
le the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf presents his compliments to 

!• The Political Agent, KUWAIT, 

2. 

3. 

The Political Agent, BAHRAIN. 

The Political Agent, MUSCAT. 

and has the honour to transmit to him 
undermentioned document(s). 

a copy of the 

PERSIAN GULF RESIDENCY, 
BAHRAIN. 

Dated the 13 th June, 1 947. 

f 

reference to previous coirespondence s 

Residency endorsement So. 987-S, dated the 28nd May, 1947. 

Description of enclosure : 

Number and D?te Subject 
u. 

Letter No. 272, dated the 
22nd May* 1947, from the 
British Embassy, Tehran. 

Persian naval Interference 
with Arab dhovg. 

/ /? /nr 
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I 
No* 272 BRITISH EMBASSY, 

TEHRAN. 
22nd May, 1947. 

Monsieur le Mlnlstre, 

I have the honour to direct the attention of 
Your Excellency to the Increasingly frequent practice of 
interference by Iranian naval vessels with Koweiti and 
other Arab dhows, and to refer in particular to two recent 
cases of such interference which have been brought to the 
notice of His Majesty's Government. 

2. His Majesty's Government are informed j 

(1) that on the 11th March one dhow was 
stopped at a point 30 miles North fcest of 
the island of Kh/arg by an Iranian naval 
vessel which caused serious damage in 
coming alongside. It appears that the 
boarding party failed to board the dhow 
owing to heavy seas; 

(2) that on the 18th March two dhows 
were stopped by an Iranian naval vessel 
18 miles from the nearest point of the 
Iranian shore in the vicinity of Tahiri. 

Both these dhows were boarded and searched. A few articles 
were stolen and in each case a sum of 5s 1,000 was demanded, 
although the dhows were eventually released upon payment of 
a small levy. 

3. I am to point out to Your Excellency that the 
dhows concerned in these incidents, which were returning to 
Koweit from India, were flying the flag of Koweit and were 
stationed well outside Iranian territorial waters when they 
were intercepted. I am therefore to ask you to be so good 
as to arrange for the issue of instructions to Iranian naval 
vessels not to interfere with foreign dhows on the high seas. 
I am further to emphasize that this practice of stopping 
koweiti and other Arab dhows on the high seas is likely to 
lead only to constant friction which it is the earnest desire 
of His Majesty's Government to avoid. 

4. I shall be grateful to receive Y8ur Excellency's 
assurance that adequate measures will be taken by the competent 
Imperial authority to prevent a recurrence of such interference. 

5. I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to 
Your Excellency the assurance of my highest consideration. 

Received under Foreign Office printed letter No. 
E.4632/66/91, dated the 3rd June, 1947. 
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Mo. C/380-6A3 

/ 

H. B. M's. Consulate 

Muscat 

Dated the 30th June, 1947. 

To 

The Secretary to 

His Highness the Sultan of Muscat and Oman, 

Muscat. 

Country Craft "Mussad" 

Memorandum 

2 
. 

Reference your letter No. 
244/2 

dated the 9th April, 1947. 

The matter was 
reported to the Hon'ble the Political 

Resident in the Persian Gulf and investigations reveal that the Ifenlfest 

concerned did not Include the 15 tins of ghee said to have been confiscated. 

Even if the Persians did confiscate the ghee they would have been justified 

in doing 
so as the vessel and nakhuda 

were Persian and the ghee would have 

been contraband. 

Acting British Consul, Muscat. 

NCJ 
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British Consulate-General, 
Ahwa z 

Khorramshahr. 9th October^ 1948 

the 
compliments of 

lajesty’s Consul-General 

Ahwa 
z 

at Khorramshahr 

1 L 

h 

XI * 
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K®, 

i(> 

-15/23. British Consulate-General 
f Ahwaz® 

Khorramshabr. dated 9th October, 1948. 

Dear Chancery 
9 

We have recently received petitions from four 
nakhodas of dhows from the Arab Coast of the Persian 
Gulf 

t 
stating that, while 

on 
their way to Khorramshahr, 

they 
were 

intercepted off Kharg Island by members of 
the Iranian Naval Garrison stationed there and that 
large 

sums of money had been confiscated from them® 
They have requested that inquiries may be made into 
the matter with 

a 
view to obtaining the recovery of 

the money® 

2* Details of the incidents 
as 

reported 
are as follows i* 

(i) Mahmood bin All, nakhoda of dhow 
W 
A1 Mansuri 

,, of 
Qa^ab, 

was 
intercepted at 9 p.m* on 

19th August 1948 
by four armed Iranian ratings, who searched the dhow 
and confiscated Rupees 3000/- 

(ii) All bin 
Saleh, nakhoda of dhow "Fath-ul-Khair" 

from Bokha, Trucial Coast® Dhow was 
boarded and 

searched at daybreak 
on 2nd September 1948 by three 

armed ratings who confiscated Rupees 340/- and Tumans 70/- 
and orddred him to proceed® 

(ill) Ahmad bin Mahsood, nakhoda of dhow "Fath-ul-Majid" 

from Bokha, Trucial Coast® Dhow 
was boarded at daybreak 

break on 12th September 1948 by four armed ratings 
and searched® The 

sum of Rupees 3000/- 
was found and 

nakhoda was taken ashore with money to 
a 

naval officer, 

who told him that he was not permitted to carry Rupee 

currency into Iran and that the amount was therefore 
confiscated® 

(iv) Mohammad bin Ahmad, nakhoda of dhow 
w 

Nasiri" of 
Bokha, Trucial Coast, 

was 
Intercepted at 11 a®m® on 13th September 1948 by six ratings (one of whom is named 

Abbas) who confiscated Rials 
4000/- 

and Rupees 45/-® 

3® We should be grateful if you would take up the 
matter with the appropriate authorities if you see no objection, and let 

us know the result in due course® 

Yours ever, 

Consulate-General• 

The Chancery, 

British Embassy, 

Tehran 
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