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The file concerns proposals for the appointment of a British Agent at Salalah, the capital of the province of
Dhofar in Muscat and Oman. The proposed appointment was considered necessary because of the prospective
inauguration of an air route along the southern coast of Arabia, and because the Sultans of Muscat and Oman
had recently shown a tendency to spend a great part of their time in Dhofar province.

The papers cover: a proposal by the Political Agent, Muscat, to the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf for

the construction of a bungalow at Salalah to enable the Political Agent to visit the area at intervals, 28

October 1941; correspondence between the Political Agent, Muscat, and the Political Resident in the Persian
Gulf (Lieutenant-Colonel William Rupert Hay) concerning recruitment to the post of British Agent at Salalah,
including the suggested appointment of a Kuwaiti citizen, February-March 1942; and correspondence concerning
the appointment of a Sub-Assistant Surgeon at Salalah, May-November 1942,
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-2

young and vigorous. A good knowledge of colloquial Arabic

is essential. I am wondering if any of Saiyid 5iddiq Hasan's
numerous sons possess the necessary qualifications.

5. Nothing has yet been said to the Sultan regarding the
proposed appointment and I should be glad of the Government
of Tndia's approval in principle before he is approached. If
any name can be suggested to him when this is done so much

the better.

6. The Political Agent has suggested terms as for the British
Agent, Gwadur,viz. R8+150/- per mensem. This is less than
our most junior Tndian clerk receives. If Govermment of India
approve the proposed appointment and are willing to try and
£ind a suitable man to fill it, I should be grateful if they
would arrange the terms and convey financial sanction for

them.
8des Ve Re Hﬂy.

Political Resident in the Persian Gulf.

Attested. |

for Sedtary to the Politiecal
Resident in the Pergian Gulf.

BRITISH
Advyan
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{ "1 { office of the Folitical Resident

in the Persian Gulf,
L.T.Nearchus, at Gwadure

Vay, 1942,

During my: Gulglah the Sultan asked me

jiether we could provide nim witk a Sub-issistant Surgeon

for that plece, where thers is alresdy & small State
|
‘ dispensary in existence., 1 imsgine tue Sulten woulé be
! willing to pay for him if necesssry but I did not raise
! z a-{
‘ this pointe %“)’, d 5“
| > *\)‘ J\
2. i am aware of the great difficulty g linding

a sditeble Suce-Assistant

| = med icel officers at presemt but if
Surgeon could be made availalb le £Or Seslalsh he could be
employed not only as & doctoF but as tre Folitical Agent's
\f"
representative there, y/de correspondence ending with my
Vemorsndum ¥0,C/30%; dated the 4th April 1942. In this
~ case he should of course be paid by ue.

Se I should be grateful if the Goverrnment of india

could endeavour to find a suiteble man,

4. 1 am sending & copy of tkie letter to Alben.

| Yours sincerely,
! sd. W.R.Haye.

Ho.Weightman Dsquire, Cik.,IC3.,

Joint Secretary to the Government
of Indis,

Bxternal Affairs Department,

Few Dedli

Fo.C/504. Dated the 2nd May, 1942.

Copy forwarded, with compliments, to Major R.G.Alban, OBE.,
Political Agent, uuscat.\i’
s - V7

BRITISH
Avydan
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I uffice of the Political Resident
in the Persian Gulf,

Camp,BaZ;%;n<\
Dated the 5th S ember, 1942,

D.0.No.C/849. >
Y b o \%

P PR iy G

Please refer to hw_endérsemgnf mg&9/564

for \KV:V .

¥

P\
dated the 2nd May 1942. \ \ ~wW3s ,
\ W2 Pl
24 L forward herewithwk» py of Govermnment of

india letter Ko.D.0.499-E(D)/42, dated the 26th
August 1942.

3e Please let me have your comments. 1 am doubt-
ful whether the Sultan would be willing to pay

Rs.420/- for a doctor at Salalah and if he leaves

-
- the place in November he will probably lose interest
in the matter for the time being.
4. Have the miscellaneous personnel now stationed
at Sglalah any doctor amongst them and if so does he
treat the local population or assist in any way in
the State dispensary ?
F
CeJ.Pelly Esquire, ICS., c
Political Agent,
Muscat.
~
T — chs

BRITISH
Advyan
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® °
B

nm EXTERNAL AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT,

New Delhi, ;

D00 .400-8(DI/42, \ \ me 2615 August 1942,
R

\ft :)ﬁ/y/‘,u”“ ‘¢

-~ will you please refer to your demi-official letter No.C/
503 6f the 2nd May about providing a doctor for the Sultan at
As you rightly remark there is an appalling dearth of doctors ‘these
days and a whip round all the provinces failed to produce anyone,
We then had to try the Army in order to see if they would release a
man from military service and we have onl{ just heard of a posaible
name, Following your suggestion we had obtained financial saactlion
to meeting the cost of the doctor!s appointment on the main ground
that he would be of very great political value and could function
o as the Political Agernt's representative in Salalah, Meamwhile
L however, things have been moving fairly fast in those parts vi{h
the development of the southern Arabian air route and, particularly
in view of the American complication there now it seems inevitable
, that an cfficer of the Political Service will have 1o be stationed
i1 at saﬁ:; for a 1« time to come, Although the Sultan was
appare rather ious sbout this when Pelly first went there,
we imagine that he will now be oniy 100 thankful to have one of ou
people on his doorwstep in order to act as a responsible go-betwee
with such American personnel as may be located on aerodromes in
Lo Muscat territory or may be passing through along the air reinforce-
A ment route, It follows that there is no longer any real Justifica-
& tion for the Goveranent of India to pay the salary of a doctor, and
Iy if we could still induce the Army %o release a man for Salalah in
fih spite of the disappearance of the “political representative’ content
¥ cuch an arrangement, His Highness the Sultan would definitely
| have to pay the salary himself, Doctors are vastly more expensive
., thanthey used to be, and the particular person recoammended to us,
/' |/ ramely Jemadar Mohammed Am draws pay at the rate of Rs.270 a
[ month and would have to receive a special pay of Rs.150 to cover
! loss of items such as free rations, field service batta, ete., etc.y
and apart from this he would require. free quarters.

2, Tn the light of the above what are your views ? Would the

Sultan be likely to meet charges of this order or would it be better

to tell him that civilian doctors are quite unobtainable these days,
adding that while it 'might® be possible to get one released from

__military employment for him the charges would be very heavy and

unless he were particularly anxious to have a man there would be a
ood deal of reluctance at this stage of the war to rel ease even one
octor fron essentisl military drties.

To Yours sincerely,
The Hon'ble Lieutenant Colonel W.R.Hmy, CIE.,
7 Political Resident in the Per3aian Gulf. Sd/- H.Weightman,

$:Pe26/8,
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/,a/

Confidentiale
The Hespidency,

Bushire, the 10th Ogctober 1942,

DeOelo :LQ!‘.S.

¥roposed provision of
a dostor at Salalah.

#ill you please refer to correspondence
ending with your demieofficial letter 10e49%«%

{n)/42, dated the 26th sugust 1942, to Hay

. 2e 1 think it would be better to reply to
b the Sultan ae proposed in your paragraph 2 and

am ingtructing lelly to do 80,

’f‘ Yours sincerely,

' sd. C.G.Prior.
HeWeightman Eequire, CIDeyIC0ey

officiating Seoretary to the

| Government of India, v
| - Bxternal Affaire Department, 4 ;\',\9'
New Delhi. “so

No0.1045-8. 10th October 1942.
Copy forwarded, with compliments, to

C.J.Pelly Esquire, ICS.,
Muscat,

for favour of necessary action.

o Political Agent, g

BRITISH
Avydan
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