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The Political Agent, Bah rain,' Presents his compliments to :— A/y

The Political Officer,

Trucial Coast, £

L h3sel¥,
Sharjah. ; 29/,/\ ;/( )

and has the honour to send him a copy of the undermentioned document (s )

for favour of compliance.

THE AGENCY,
BAHRAIN, PERsIAN GULF

Dated 12th November 1941.

Reference to previous correspondence :

Description of Enclosure

Name and Date. Subject

1. Memorandum No. K/47 dated
6th September 1941 from the
Political Agent, Bahrain.

2. Memorandum No.1160 dated
28th October 1941 from the
Secretary to the Political
Resident in the Persian Gulf
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nfidentia
g Office of the Political,Agent, Bahrain,
No. K/47. Camp, Karachi, 6th September 1941.
-
- To

The Honourable the Political Resident
in the Persian Gulf,
Camp, Bahrain.

Memorandum ‘ >
f

The Shaikh of Fujairah has recently approached the

Residency Agent, Sharjah, expressing a desire for treaty

relations with His Majesty's Government, including "an
agreement on all matters (whichi they may require in my
country"; this refers presumably to oil or air facilities.

" He informed the Residency Agent verbally that he desired
to be recognised as an independent Shaikh having the same
status as other Trucial Coast Shaikhs.

2, Fujairah is one of the Shamiliyah villages, of
which there were 24 at the time of compilation of the
Gazeteer. Fujairah has (or had) 150 houses or so and
appears to be about the same size as Kalba. Some of the
other villages however are nearly as big. The whole area
is, nominally, under the influence of the Shaikh of Sharjah
although he appears to have no authority there now.

3. The late Shaikh of Fujairah had sworn allegiance to e
the Regen$ of Kalba and was under his influence, but the
present Shaikh, Muhammad bin Hamad, brother of the late
Shaikh, has followed a different policy and considers
himself independent of both Kalba and Sharjah and able to
protect his own interests and maintain his independedce.

There /-

BRITISH
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There was, in 1939, some question regarding Fujairah coming
under the influence of Muscat (vide confidential memorandum
No. 932 dated 5th July 1939 from the Political Resident to
this office) but nothing more has been heard of it since.

4, Fujairah is a very petty Shaikhdom and past dealings
of the Shaikh with Kalba and Muscat show that he perhaps
finds difficulty in maintaining himself alone at times, nor
does he seem very trustworthy judging by recent reports
regarding the harbouring of pirates in his village (vide my
confidential report No. C/796 of 26th July 1941 and Politi-
cal Agent Muscat's communication, copy forwarded to me under
your Printed Letter No. C/388 dated 26th August 1941).

5. It appears that the Shaikh is interested in prospects
of 0il in his area and would like to make sure of his inde-
pendence in order not to risk having to share any proceeds
with others. At the moment there seems to be no necessity
of taking any action on the Shaikh's letter beyond asking
the Residency Agent to thank him for his friendly sentiments.

6. The Political Officer, Trucial Coast, might however
study the question further and visit Fujairah during the
coming cold weather when it will, perhaps, be possible to
see whether the Present Shaikh is likely to be able to
maintain his stability in the future and whether it is worth
entering into relations with him. It will also be
necessary to ensure that the Shaikh takes proper steps
against the pirates at present harbouring in Fujairah.

7. I would be grateful for instructions on the subject.

sd. R. G. Alban.

Political Agent, Bahrain.

BRITISH
Avydan
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No.1160-14/250. British Consulate General,
Bushire,

Dated the 28th October 1941.

To
The Political Agent,
Bahrain.
Memorandum

Reference your memorandum No. K/47 dated the
6th September 1941.

2. The question of the independence of Fujairah has a *
long and complicated his_tory which has not so far been
considered. Prima-facie, the Hon'ble the Political Resident
is averse to increasing the number of minor independent
rulers but pending the time when he can study the matter on
the spot the Political Officey Trucial Coast, should be
instructed to make a through preliminary examination of the

question during the course of the next cold weather.
a By Order,
Sd. A. C. Stewart.

Secretary to the Political Resident
in the Persian Gulf.

Copy to Political Agent, Muscat, with reference to
his letter No. C/485, dated the 2nd September 1941.

BRITISH
Avydan
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The Political Agent, Bahrain, presents his compliments to:-

The Political Officer, Trucial Coast,

QU e .“'/'93/
Clar achtsudf
\"&\PMAN"/

Sharjah,

and has the honour to send him a copy of the undermentioned
document for information.

The Agency,
BAHRAIN, Persian Gulf. Dated 22nd March 1942.

Reference to previous correspondence

-—— {

Lo\ " @’ 2 ;
Description of Enclosure ‘\( ; /
A ~Wage_& Date- Subjecti
Memorandum No.C/349 dated 22nd Status of Fujairah.

March 1942 from Political Agent
Bahrain to the Hon'ble the Pol-
itical Resident in the Persian
Gulf.

i
ey

AR
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Confidential.
Ho. C/349. The Agency,
Bahrain, the 22nd March 1942,
To
The Hon'ble the Political Resident
in the Persian Gulf,
Camp, Bahrain,
Memor andua.

Reference your memorandum No.1160-14/250 dated the
P 4 28th October 1941, in whieh it was directed that the Political
Officer, Trucisl Coast, should meke a thorough preliminary
examination, during the cold weather of 1941-2, of the guestion
of Fujairsh's independence.
2. I discussed the case with Pelly and Khan Sahdb Abdul
Razzak on my visit to Sharjash last month. Khan Sahib Abdul
Razzak explained that the Shaikh of Fujairah's letter of 4th
April 1941 (ecopy of translation enclosed) contained the sub-
stance of a friendly talk which the two of them had; and it
was at the Residency Agent's suggestion that the letter wae
- written, as Khan Sahib Abdul Razzak thought it would be useful
B to have recerded in permanent form the Shaikh of Fujairah's
willingness to come to an agreement with the British Government
about any concessions they might desire in his territory.
" 8. The Shaikh of Fujairah has not asked for, and prob-
ably does not expect, an answer to his letter (which was
written nearly a year ago). Colonel Prior expressed the view
some time ago (vide para 5 of his letter No.932-14/242 dated
5th July 1939 to the Political Agent, Muscat) that the question
of the Shaikh of Fujairah's status was one which "we should
try to keep at arms' length for as long as possible™. With
this view I heartily agree, and I suggest that, unless and
/ until

k)

BRITISH
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until the Shaikh of Pujairsh makes another move, the matter
should be allowed to lie dormant.

4. In regard to Pelly's preliminary examination of the
question, he has wisely refrained from going to Fujairah and
. meking detailed enquiries on the spot - inquiries which, had
they been mede, would undoubtedly have inspired in the Shaikh
of Fujairah hopes that his representation was being seriocusly
entertained. Nor has he been able to study in detail the
history of the case, since 0ld records are not available to

him, He has, however, kept his ears open for information
relevent tc the case, and this, I presume, was all that was
expected of him.

Sd. E.B.Wakefield.
Political Agent, Bahrain.
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NofC/651.

The Political Agent, Bahrain, Preseats his compliments to :—

The Residency Agent,
Sharjah,

£ and has the honour to send him a copy of the undsrmentioned document X)

SH A
%‘K‘I'\-"""‘Q—E\QCJ,

" REC N
= r)
\7} 123!61.7,( fé J
UG oA

Dated 12th m ].942..-,_

THE AGENCY,
BAHRAIN, PersiaN GULF

= Reference to previous correspondence :

Afr

Bahrain Agency Printed Letter No.C/350 dated 22nd March 1942

to the Political Officer, Trucial Coast.
Description of Enclosure

Name and Date. Subject

Residency Memorandum
No.C/447 dated 23rd April Shaikh of Fujairah.
1942,

T
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uffice of the Political
Resident in the Persian Gulf,
No.C . L.T. ‘'Nearchus'
At Sea, 23rd April 1942,

To
The Political Agent,
Bahrain.

o sy

Reference your memorandum No.C/349,
dated the 22nd March 1942.
2. I agree with the view expressed at the
end of paragraph 3 of your letter.

Sd. W.R. Hay
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf.
ATTESTED
sd. J. Croning.

for Secretary to the Political
Resident in the Persian Gulf.
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2 0, > Political Agency, Bahrain,
Date10th August 1942
= V The Political Agent, Bahrain, presents his compliments to :—
| EARLN
i The Residency Agent,
E , Sharjah,
E and has the honour to transmit to him the undermentioned document ()
Bahrain Printed Letter No.C/651 dated 12th May 1942,
N No, & date of enclosure Subject
vmin Agency Memorandum
No.C/1205 dated 10th August | Shaikh of Fujairah.
1942, P g
A
-
—
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Sonfidential. Political Agency,
Ho.C/1208. Bahrain, the 10%th August 1942,
3 g.

The Hon'ble the Politicel Resident
in the Gulr
Camp, Behrain.
Memoranduz.

Reference the correspondence resting with your
memorandum No.C/447 dated 23rd April 1942,

2, On Angust 10th the Shaikh of Fujairah, who was pass-
ing through Bahrain on return from his visit to Riyadh (vide
_ para 134 of Bahrain Intelligence Summary Ho.l3 of 1942) came
o to see me. He told me that he was anxious to interest the

04l Company in his territory, and asked for my assistance in
promoting an agreement between himself and the Company, I
told the Shaikh that I did not know what the position was in
regard to oil in Fujairah but that I ghould be glad to arrange
for him %o see Mr., Lermitte (whom he already knew),

3. T took the Shaikh round to ir. Lermitte and left him
there, having first told Mr, Lermitte that he had better pro-
ceed with caution ae the Shaikh of Fujairah's political Status

= was undecided and it was by no means certain that he had

? authority to grant oil concessions in his territory. Mr.Lemmitte,
whom I have not had an opportunity of seeing since his inter-
view with the Shaikh, told me that in any case the Company
would not attempt to enter into new commitments or engagements
until after the War,

u. l.‘. mﬁ“.
Political Agent, Bahrain,
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Telegram - GeTeCe
From - Political Officer,Trucial,
coast, Sharjah
To - Political Agent,
Bahrain
No. - 86
- Da ted -  22nd January 1948,

greteful if you could bring
with you any papers about Fujairah's former
application for a treaty with His Majesty's

Government .

=POLITICAL-
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PETROLEUM DEVELOPMENT (TRUCIAL COAgT) LIMITED ;®

DB/TS/747 Dubai
CONFIDENTIAL, 3rd May 1948

The Political Officer,
Trucial Coast,
Sharjah.

’ Dear Sir,
g FUJAIRA,

We have been asked by our Bahrain Office to obtain details
of the extent of the influence of Mohammed bin Hamad ash Sharqi
of Fujaira.

We should therefore be very grateful if you could possibly
let us have any information your office may have on this subject.
We are particularly anxious to discover the approximate area of
his territory with names of towns or villages and numbers of
inhabitants.

As we have also been asked to supply information on the degree
of his independence, we wonder if you could help us to answer the
following question:=-

(a) Does the Sultan of Muscat or the Regent of Kelba collect
'zakkat' from Shaikh Mohammed bin Hamad ash Shargi oy from any
people in the area he claims to be under his control!

4 (b) Does he receive any fixed annual or poriodicnl payment from
the Sultan of Muscat or the Regent of Kelba ?

(¢) Does the Sultan of Muscat or the Regent of Kelba claim suze-
rainty over any part of the area which Shaikh Mohammad bin Hamad
ash Sharqgi claims to be under his control ?

(d) Do any people living in the area he claims to be under his
control question his authority or refuse to recognise his control ?

We should be grateful for any assistance you can give us on
this matter.

| S i,

——— D
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British Agency, Sharjah.
De0.N0.474,0210 Dated the 13th May,l ..

Subject: Fujairah.

I enclose a copy of demi-official letter No. DB/
! 18/747 dated the 3rd May, 1948, from Yackson of Petroleum
Development (Trucial COut)Liniud to me.

2. The information required by P.C.L. as far as it
is available here is as follows:-

The territory of Fujairah which is at present

in the de facto control of Shaikh Muhammad bin Hamad ash-

Sharqi is composed of the following: Fujairah town and the
— surrounding area, including the mountains and Wadis to the
2 west of it of which the most important are Wadi Ham and
Najdiyayn; the coastal strip extending from Kalba to Khor
Fakkan, including villages Ghuraifah, Mirbah and Gidfa; and
the coastal strip extending from Bidyah upto and includ
Diba/Ghurfah and the steppe and mountains to the west of it.
Towards Ras al Khaimah Pujairah territory extends to Habhab,
about two miles south of Khatt. The chief towns and -
villages are:

Fujairah
Ghraifah
Diba/Ghurfah
Sambrair
Bidyah
Sikamkam
Masafi

sij1

4 (a) Neither the Sultan of Muscat nor the Regent of

Kalba collectsany zakat from the Shaikh of
Fujairah or from any of the people in the area
he claims to be under his control.

(b) He does not receive any fixed annual or periodical
p;yun‘t’ from the Sultan of Muscat or the Regent
of Kalba.

(e¢) The Sultan of Muscat considers the Shaikh of
Fujairah to be his subject; but the latter does
not recognize this claim. The Regent of Kalba
does not claim suzerainty over any part of the
area which the Shaikh of Fujairah clzims to be
under his control. .

(d) Not as far as is known.

3. Much of Fujairah's present territory used to be
under Jawasim control but the father of the present Shaikh of
Fujairah broke away from their control during the time of
Shalkh Sultan bin Sagr,Ruler of Sharjah, who died in 1914,
Aoge 80 IL 1 S RMToN -
C.J.Polly,!lqniro,O.Bol. ”
Political Agent, Yours sincerely,
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British Agency,

QQ!IIDEEE;A&Q Sharjah.
D.0.N0.547,0210 The &th June, 1948.

My dear Pelly,

Please refer to your demi-official letter Ko,
C/S-19 dated the 3lst May, 1948,

2. While I agree that we should not increase by
recognizing Fujéirah's independence the number of Shaikhs

on the Trucial Coast with whom we have direct relations, I

am afraid I am opposed to the idea of recognizing Fujairah

as subject to Muscat. His territory 1s clearly situated North
of Khatim Malaha and Muscat renounced all claim to it 99 years
ago - vide the enclosures to my draft letter sent with my 4
demi-official letter No.328.0225 dated the 8th April, 194&.

3. In the past he was subject to Jawassim influence
which at that time mesnt Sharjahj but as Kalba broke away from

— Sharjah so did Fujairah and the lnto Shaikh of Fujairah swore
allegisnce to the Regent of Kalba — vide Alban's memorandum
No.R/7 dated tre 6th September, 1941, One of the reasons urged
against our recognizing Fujairah's independence in the past was,
1 believe, our desire not to offend the Jawassim.

4, To regard him as a subject of Muscat would be a
complete break with tradition and a serious handicap for Kalba,
for Fujairah's territory is an enclave in the middle of Kalba. °

5. Further, Fujairah is hostile to both Muscat and
Sharjah., For the Sultan of Muscat actively to try to establish
his authority over him would lead te fighting and probably to a
setback for Muscat; and the Shaikh of Sharjah would almost
certainly suffer the same fate. I regard the chances of the
Company getting & concession through Muscat or Sharjah as remote
indeed. Fujairah is, however, believed to be well disposed to-
wards the new Regent of Kalba and, provided the Regent guarantees
him a sufficiently large proportion of any receipts from the

0il Company, he would perhaps agree to approach the Company
through kKalba or could be approached in that way.

v

6. Such an arrangement would also have the advantage

of reconsolidating end eventually strengthening Kalba which may
one day again be amalgamated with Ras al Khaimah. I would not
suggest that the new Regent would have much if any control over
Fujairah at first; but at least the two Shaikhs would be on good
terms, whereas the Sultan of Muscat or the Shaikh of Sharjah
would bo equelly powerless and at the same time vigorously opposed
by Fujairah. If he is warned by us not to do so, I do not
apprehend that Fujairah would try to usurp the Regency of Kalba.

1f you could agree that Fujairah should be approached
(or should be told, when he next raises the subject, to make his
own approach) throu‘h Kalba, I would now ascertain {he reactions
of the new Regent, The alternative regarding Fujairah as subject
to Kalba is, I think, to recognize him as independent. The Sultan
of Muscat vill nlloc‘ certainly claim that he can give an oil
concession for Fujairahj but he will be guite unable to help the
Company to work it, if they ever wish to do so.

C.J. Pelly, Esquire, 0.B.E., -7 s {
rolitical Agent, > Yours sinccrely,

Bahrain. 9/((’ '\\
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