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المكتبة البريطانية: أوراق خاصة وسجلات من مكتب الهند المؤسسة المالكة

IOR/R/15/6/40 المرجع

١٨ مارس ١٩٢٤-٠٥ يونيو ١٩٣١ (ميلادي) التاريخ/ التواريخ

الإنجليزية في اللاتينية لغة الكتابة

ملفٌ واحد (٥٧ ورقة) الحجم والشكل

المُلكية العامة حق النشر

حول هذا السجلّّ

يحتوي الملف على مراسلات في صورة تقارير ومُذكرات متبادلة بين مسؤولين بريطانيين. تُركّز
التقارير على الشؤون الداخلية في مسقط وعُمان. قدّم الوكيل السياسي البريطاني والقنصل في مسقط

تقارير إلى المقيم السياسي في بوشهر عن الأوضاع الراهنة في مسقط وحالة الإخفاق بين الولاية
والقبائل التابعة لها اسميًا. قدّم الوكيل السياسي أيضًا بيانات نصف سنوية عن الإيرادات

المالية لدولة مسقط بالإضافة إلى تعليقات على التقارير المالية المقدمة من بيرترام سيدني
توماس.

ومن بين الموضوعات الأخرى الواردة في التقارير:

• أنباء جمع أموال الزكاة من مختلف مناطق عُمان ومسقط وردود أفعال الناس تجاه ذلك

صفحة الغلاف
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• الجهود الدبلوماسية للشيخ عيسى بن صالح في توحيد صفوف القبائل المُتناحرة

• الاشتباكات بين الفصيلين العُمانيبن الرئيسيين، الهناوي والغافري

• احتلال الوهابيين لمنطقة البريمي في أوائل القرن التاسع عشر، وتأثيرهم على بعض قبائل إفليم
الظاهرة الذين ما يزالون يُعرِّفون أنفسهم بأنهم وهّابيين

• العلاقة بين سلطان مسقط والشيخ عيسى بن صالح الحارثي ومن قبله والده الشيخ صالح بن علي

• مسألة خلافة السلطان تيمور بن فيصل

• حاجة البريطانيين لحماية البريمي من الوهابيين

• مُلخص تاريخ عُمان، طائفة الإباضية ، وإقامة الإمامة ، والأسرة
الحاكمة التي تأسست سنة ١٧٤٤.

• تمردا ١٨٩٥ و١٩١٣

يتناول التقرير الأخير في الملف زيارة الضابط البحري الأول للساحل المتصالح في مايو ١٩٣١،
وملاحظاته عن الشؤون الداخلية في رأس الخيمة ودبي.

صفحة الغلاف
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half his pa y up to R s. 1.000 a month from the privy purse. I said this was a generous 
otter and I thought that the State Treasury could easily bear the other half. While 
on the subject of the State Finances and the existing stringency, His Highness 
stated that he would be glad to refund half his monthly allowances to the State 
during his stay in India, and live there on Ks. 5.000. 1 said this was a very gene 
rous otter on His Highness’ part and would go far to rehabilitating the State finances. 
His Highness then said that on his voyage up from India about a year ago he had 
met an officer who had seemed to him to be a very suitable person. He was then 
or had recently been employed in the Iraq Customs Department, he could not 
remember the officer’s name but believed he had his visiting card somewhere if he 
could find it. I said that if he could find and send me the visiting card or the officer's 
name I would endeavour to trace him and ascertain if he was suitable and qualified 
to undertake the job, and willing to take service \Hth the Muscat State ; and let 
His Highness know the result. 

5. We then had some conversation as to wha t the position of the English Mem- 
her of the Council would be vis a vis His Highness’ brother Saiyid Nadir ; I was 
inclined to think it would be very difficult but His Highness thought he could 
easily arrange matters so that their relations would be on a satisfactory footing. 
His Highness said that Saiyid Nadir’s sole idea was to avoid responsibility and 
put everything off till the Sultan’s return, he thought that if Saiyid Nadir found 
he had a colleague who would take responsibility and do things he would be only 
too glad to leave matters in his hands. 

6. I think the Sultan’s proposal, in the form it emerged from this conversation, 
to try and find a suitable Englishman who would take service with him and run 
the State finances is a good one. His Highness harped a good deal on his desire 
only to do what was right in the eyes of the British Government, and said he parti- 
cnlnVlv wished to avoid getting an Englishman who w ou l d ii^g.^urk cordially with 
the Political Agent; he wanted a man who w T ould be guide a by tlie Political’Agent’s 
advice when necessary and who would guide his policy on lines agreeable to the 
British Go\ eminent. 

7. Should a suitable man be found and engaged as Finance Member of the 
Council, it will of course be unnecessary for the Ccmmandant of the Levy Corps — 
to be Financial Adviser. It se( ms possible that Captain Alban, the present Commandant, 
mandant, will shortly be given another appointment. If so I think that his successor 
sor might be simply Commandant of the Lev} Corps and his staff pay reduced to, 
say, Rs. 400 per mensem. If His Highness s( i ds me the card of the officer he met 
last year I will endeavour to trace him ; if net I propose to make enquiries with 
a view to finding a suitable man. If one is found I will instruct him to visit the 
Sultan at Dehra Dun. If the Sultan approves of him it would be easy for His 
Highness in consultation with the Political Agent, who could if necessary visit 
His Highness while on recess, to make a suitable contract. 

■2 

٤ المرجع: IOR/R/15/6/40 حق النشر: رخصة حكومة مفتوحة

 http://www.qdl.qa/العربية/archive/81055/vdc_100044277037.0x000005 :اعرض على مكتبة قطر الرقمية 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100044277037.0x000005?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


"ملف ١٠/XXVIII تقرير عن الأوضاع الحالية في مسقط وتعاملات الولاية مع
القبائل التابعة لها اسميًا." [٣و] (١١٨/٥)

(25) 
Letter from the Hon’ble the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, 

Bushire, No. 567-S.(Confidential), dated the 11th October 1924. 
With reference to my letter No. 418-S., dated the 20th July 1924 [Ser. (16)], I 

have the honour to forward for the information of the Government of India a copy of letter No. 1262, dated 12th September 1924, from the Political Agent, Muscat, giving 
ing cover to a half-yearly statement of the Muscat State finances. 

It is satisfactory to note a strain of optimism in this report, however momentary 
tary it may be, which has been so unfortunately lacking in the reports of the past few years. Coming as it does on the eve of Mr. Bower s arrival in Muscat, it augurs well, I trust, for the success of his efforts. 

Since the despatch of my last report on the subject in July last [Ser.(16)], I 
have not been able to visit Muscat, but hope to do so in a few weeks’ time. In the 
meantime every endeavour is being made both by Major Hinde and the officials 
of the Muscat Government to avoid a deficit. If the estimate of the Finance Department ment of the revenue for the latter half of the year can at all be relied upon, there is 
reason to hope that they will be successful. 

Letter from the Political Agent and His Majesty’s Consul, Muscat, to 
the Hon ble the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, Bushire, No. 1262, dated 12th September 1924. 
I have the honour to forward, herewith, the customary half-yearly statements 

of the Muscat State finances showing the actual revenue and expenditure under 
the Budget heads for the first six months of the year and the estimated expenditure for the remainder of the year. 

2. On the face of them the statements appear to be satisfactory- 1 —more satisfactory 
factory than for several years back—but I am not certain that the Finance Department ment of H. H. s Government has not on the crest of a wave of optimism estimated 
the revenue for the latter half of the year at rather a high figure. - 

However if the figures are a fair estimate Muscat stands to have a surplus of 
revenue over expenditure for the whole year of something approaching three 
quarters of a lakh of rupees. 

3. I will now proceed to comment on the various items on the revenue side. 
Actual revenue from the Customs seems to have worked out fairly accurately to the 
estimate but it should be remembered that of the four big consignments of rice 
from India which arrive yearly three have already come and we only expect one 
more. To balance this w~e have had one oil ship in this month and expect another 
shortly. I should say the receipts for Muscat are slightly below what they ought to 
be and those for Matrah about correct. Gwadur has produced its quota but there is 
no doubt we are losing heavily on the outlying customs. This however is a political matter and is being taken up separately. 

The landing revenue has increased considerably and this of course argues a/n 
increase of trade but the item itself does not improve the position as all but a veiy small percentage is paid out again to the Contractor. 

Zakat revenue is all payable in the second half of the year the amount already received representing arrears from last year. Quarantine shows a considerable 
decrease but here again the latter half of the year should be more profitable as many 
people return to Muscat in August and September. 

The Miscellaneous item includes rents from Government gardens, hire of the 
stone quarry, municipal taxes in Matrah, Beit al Mai, passport and court fees and 
other minor sources of revenue. It is a difficult one to estimate and on going into 
the figures it appears to me we have been unduly optimistic to the extent of some 
Rs. 5,000. This revenue is collected practically entirely in the latter half of the 
year and I shall have an opportunity of commenting on and explaining it then. 

The dollar still keeps up and a small increase has been registered on this 
account. Sahar Revenue is a new item. It was included under Sahar Customs 
before and represents the income from the Government lands in the vicinity of that 
place. As it is the first year it has been made a separate item. I presume w e must 

7 

٥ المرجع: IOR/R/15/6/40 حق النشر: رخصة حكومة مفتوحة

 http://www.qdl.qa/العربية/archive/81055/vdc_100044277037.0x000006 :اعرض على مكتبة قطر الرقمية 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100044277037.0x000006?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


"ملف ١٠/XXVIII تقرير عن الأوضاع الحالية في مسقط وتعاملات الولاية مع
القبائل التابعة لها اسميًا." [٣ظ] (١١٨/٦)

2 

■ * 

8 

excuse the Finance Minister for being so much out in his estimate which shows 
a probable loss of nearly Rs. 9,000. 

4. There are not many comments to make on the expenditure side. The 
deaths of one or two of the Ruling Family will result in a slight saving on that item. 
Sayud Saeed has not spent quite as much up till now as usual and the administrative 
tive charges show a decrease of over Rs. 1,000 due mainly to Sahar being differently 
accounted for as explained above. 

Customs contingencies are down at present by a considerable sum due mainly to repairs to buildings not having been carried out; Military expenditure shows a 
saving of Rs. 8,000—in part due to the saving on the Commandant’s pay during the period between Captain Alban’s departure and the arrival of Captain Eccles and 
partly to less capital expenditure during the first half of the year on equipment, etc., 
for the Muscat Infantry. There is also a small saving on the pay of the personnel as numbers have been cut down to nearly two hundred. 

Miscellaneous and Sahar both show up badly. The remarks on these items as 
appeared on the revenue side apply here also. 

Zakat claims have been extinguished and this item will not appear in future. 
The Police scheme has fallen through and will not be proceeded with for the 

present. 
5. The position under the prevailing conditions is not too unsatisfactory but 

as the statements show we are living entirely from hand to mouth and the effect 
of abolishing the post of Financial Adviser has not yet been felt. The Minister 
of Finance, Sayed Mahomed bin Hamad is completely illiterate and any accurate 
arit hmetical statement is entirely beyond him but I have had considerable 
assistance from Iskander Effendi, the Egyptian Director of Customs and also from 
Syed Liaqat Ali, the Treasury Officer. The former has been a tower of strength since he became Director and it is safe to say that without his energy and probity of character the entire customs fabric, and with it the main revenue of the State, would collapse. 

6. In conclusion I may say that provided the price of dates keeps up and 
nothing untoward happens Muscat should be able to carry on (but with no margin for emergencies) until the proposed new arrangements for administration come into 
force. 
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Statement of the revenue of the Muscat State for the first six months of the year 1924 
and the estimated revenue for the second six months. 
Note. —Exchange Rupee 1-8 per dollar. Baizas 140 per Rupee. 

Heading. 

Revenue 
from 1st 
January to 30th 
June 
1924. 

Estimated 
Revenue 
from 1st 
July to 
31st 

December 
1924. 

Total 
Revenue 
1924. 

Total 
Revenue 
estimated 

for 
1924. 

Decrease. Increase. 

Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
Muscat Customs 1,63,989 1,60,000 3,23,989 3,20,000 Nil 3,989 
Matrah 62,422 1,00,000 1,62,422 1,60,000 Nil 2,422 
Gwadur 48,253 48,000 96,253 96,000 Nil 253 
8ahar .. 9,055 12,500 21,555 25,000 3,446 .. 
Sur and other Customs 60,663 80,000 1,40,663 1,40,000 .. 663 
Landing Revenue 22,373 19,000 41,373 38,000 ... 3,873 
Subsidies 93,200 93,200 1,86,400 1,86,400 .. 
Zakat Revenue .. 882 20,000 20,882 20,000 . . 882 
Quarantine 2,202 3,000 5,202 6,000 798 
Miscellaneous 5,807 25,000 30,807 30,000 .. 807 
Exchange profit .. 1,839 1,000 2,839 2,000 .. 839 
Refund of Advances • • .. .. .. • • • • 
Sahar Revenue .. 27,418 36,250 63,668 72,500 8,832 •• 

Total 4,98,103 5,97,950 10,96,053 10,95,900 13,075 13,228 
Opening balance on 1st January 1924 - •• 49,527 •• •• •• 

Total _ 11,45,580 • m 
Leas expenditure - - 10,12,096 •• - ... 

Balance on 31st December 1923 •• •• 1,33,484 •• - ‘ 
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Statenbent showing actual expenditure from 1st January to 30th June 1924 and estimated 
expenditure from 1st July to 31st December 1924. 

Heading. 

Actual 
expenditure ture 1st 
January to 30th 
June 
1924. 

Estimated 
expendi- iVre from 
1st July to 31st 
December 

1924. 

Total 
expendi ture 
1924. 

Total 
estimated 
expendi ture 
1924. 

Di o ease. Increase. 

Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
Privy Puree „ 60,000 60,000 1,20,000 1,20,000 
Ruling Family Pay and Batta 94,299 1,00,000 1,94,299 2,00,000 5,701 
S. Saiyid’a alllowance 6,384 10,000 15,384 20,000 4,616 
Administrative Staff 81,278 82,500 1,63,778 1,65,000 1,222 
Landing Charges 21,254 18,050 39,304 36,100 3,204 
Individual Allowance _ 4,048 4,250 8,298 8,500 202 
Subsidies to S. of Sux 1,306 1,500 2,805 3,000 195 j 
Quarantine pay .. 1,704 1,750 3,454 3,500 46 
Custom pay 44,049 44,000 88,049 84,000 .. 4,049 
Custom Contingencies 4,820 7,500 12,320 15,000 2,680 
Military, Marine (including Mutrah 

Hospital). 
Repayment of Loan 

76,500 
46,740 

84,800 
46,750 

1,61,300 
93,490 

1,69,600 
93,500 

8,300 
10 

•• 

Miscellaneous 27,796 25,000 52,796 50,000 2,796 
Sahar expenditure 
Zakat claim .. ^ 

27,177 24,000 51,177 48,000 •• 3,177 
• • . . . . 

Police ^ ^ 

\ 

2,392 2,250 5,642 6,500 858 *• 

Total 4,98,746 5,13,350 10,12,096 10,22,700 23,830 13,226 
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Letter from the Hon’ble the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, 
Bushire, No. 418-S. (Confidential), dated the 20th July 1924. 

With reference to your memorandum No. 749-X., dated the 17th April 1924 
fSer. (13)], I have the honour to forward herewith for the information of the 
Government of India a copy of letter (No. C.-15-R., dated 9th June 1924) from the 
Political Agent, Muscat, on the subject of the finances of the Muscat State. 

2. Since my arrival in April last I have had no opportunity of visiting Muscat 
or of consulting the Political Agent at length on the difficult question of the State 
finances. 

3. As far as I am able to judge from a perusal of the records the view of the 
situation taken by Major Hinde in his letter is a reasonable though admittedly unfavourable 
favourable one. It is evident that unless means are found to increase the revenues 
the Muscat State will be insolvent in a very short time. 

4. Of the proposals, both for reduction of expenditure and increase of revenue, 
hitherto submitted to the Government of India and provisionally accepted by them 
in your memorandum under reference, the attempted increase in Excise licenses. 
Municipal and Camel Taxes has produced an almost insignificant result; the reduction 
tion of the Sultan’s privy purse has proved impracticable—the proposal [Ser. (12)] 
having been made under a misapprehension; the reduction of the Muscat Levy 
Corps below a strength of 200 appears inadvisable owing to the Sultan’s entire 
dependence on it for authority of any sort outside the local limits of Muscat town, 
and finally Mr. Bower’s deputation or the appointment of a British Officer as Finance 
Member of the Muscat Council can hardly be expected to produce any immediate 
result in the required direction. 

5. It is very unfortunate that circumstances beyond our control have prevented 
ed us till now from finding a suitable Financial Adviser for the State. 

6. We would have been delighted to have Mr. Bower last January, but he could 
not postpone his leave to England. The Sultan asked [Ser. (12)] in March for a 
Mr. Murray of Iraq ; we were told in April that this officer was medically unfit. 
We were then offered by Sir H. Dobbs a Mr. Monk, Director of Customs at Basra 
who however could only join in November. Then Sir A. T. Wilson recommended to 
qs a Mr. B. S. Thomas, O.B.E., now Assistant British Representative in Trans- 
Jordania, who could reach Muscat for duty about September next. This gentleman 
man has taken short leave from Amman and has interviewed me. He is now in 
India where he will see the Sultan and Major Hinde. He was formerly a District 
Revenue Officer in Iraq and has a very good reputation as an all-round capable 
man. Unfortunately he has done no Customs work. 

7. I was expecting to be in a position in a few days’ time to submit to you Mr. 
Thomas’ name as the most suitable candidate for Muscat we can find. 

In the meantime, however, I have received your telegram No. 749-X., dated 
the 11th July 1924 [Ser. (15)] offering Mr. Bower’s services from 1st December. 

I am discussing this proposal with the Political Agent and will telegraph my 
views very shortly. 

8. Major Hinde has deprecated Mr. Bower’s deputation 
“ on the ground of 

insufficient scope.” I am inclined to think that the Political Agent may be underestimating 
estimating the possibilities of improvement which a Customs expert can devise, 
and that if Mr. Thomas can retain his present appointment at Amman until, say, 
next April, it will be most advantageous that we should entrust the re-organization 
of the Customs at least to Mr. Bower, and then employ Mr. Thomas—if in the 
meanwhile he has found favour with the Sultan—to carry on the good work. 
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2 

Enclosure. 
Confidential. 
Copy of a letter from Major R. G. Hinde, LA., Political Agent, 

Muscat, (on recess), to Secretary to the Political Resident in ths 
Persian Gulf, No. C.-15-R., dated Srinagar, the 9th June 1924. 
I have the honour to refer to your endorsement No. 254-S., of the 2nd May 

1924, covering a copy of the Deputy Secretary to the Government of India in the 
Foreign and Political Department's memorandum No. 749-X., dated Simla, the 
17th April 1924 [Ser. (13)]. 

2. I presume that, as the view of the Government of India as expressed in the 
above-quoted memorandum is labelled provisional, it is liable to modification and, 
therefore, I propose to reiterate my previous views that, failing the Government of 
India refusing entirely to entertain the ideas of remitting the repayment of the loan 
for five years or increasing the Sultan’s subsidy, the only real remedy for Muscat's 
financial ills is to arrange for an increase in the Customs Duty. The other economic 
proposals are really merely palliatives and do not strike at the heart of the problem. 

3. I will take the paragraphs as they stand in the memorandum. 

(a) Excise licenses have not yet been carried into effect. It appears that all 
that would be required in • he case of Muscat subjects would be a proclamation 
clamation by the Sultan, but this would be useless if British subjects 
were not compelled to take out similar licenses at the same time, and 
a King’s Regulation would be required for this. Co onel Trevor 
promised to look up the machinery for the issue of a King’s Regulation 
tion and the scheme was postponed pending a communication from 
Bushire. The commodities proposed to be included under Excise 
licenses were wines and spirits (Rs. 500 per annum) and opium and 
preparations of hemp (Rs. 1,000 per annum and I est mated the 
total financial effect at about Rs. 1,500 annually. 

The Municipal house tax was to have been carried into effect in Matrah by 
Captain Alban and as far as Arab subjects were concerned wa> 

v I believe, started but some doubt arose as to whether or no a King’s 
Regulation would be necessary here also as most of the revenue 
would come from British subjects. Captain Alban was very ill for 
the last four months he was at Muscat, and I fear the matter slipped 
my memory. ■ In any case the revenue from both the above taxes 
would be extremely small and would hardly affect Muscat’s financia 
position. 

The camel tax was brought into operation, but after a spirited protest from 
the Omanis, Colonel Trevor, while at Muscat, ordered me verbally to 
advise the Muscat Government to drop it as it might lead to a renewal 
of the ill-feeling between Muscat and the Omanis. This was done from 
April 1st and it was a matter of considerable regret to me as it was then 
bringing in about Rs. 400 a month and would have produced considerably 
derably more in the date harvest season. 

(b) With regard to the proposed increase in Customs duty may I point out 
that the 5% rate was fixed in 1891—35 years ago—and I think 
I am right in asserting that every country which has a system of tariffs 
(and India itself is no exception) has increased its rates within that 
period. It is not, therefore, an unfair request to make to the other 
countries concerned, and short of perennial and financial aid, which is 
undesirable from many points of view, is to my mind, the only possible 
sible way of balancing the Muscat Budget. It should be remembered 
that the customs are the only way the Omanis can be compelled to 
contribute to the Muscat Government revenues and that they form 
the main sour e of revenue of the State. The only other tax which 
is collected is the date harvest tax (zakat) and that is open to so many 
abuses that it does not produce the revenue it should do. A reorganisation 
organisation of it was begun by Captain Alban but it entails a detailed 
survey of all the date groves and cannot be complete for some time.. 
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1 think it should be borne in mind that the ra’sing of the Customs 
dues would not materially aifect France or America as the import 
trade from the one is nil and from the other so small and so indirect 
as to be practically negligible. 

(c) Remission of the repayment of the loan for five yea s. —I suggested this as 
I considered it would give us time to search about for other sources 
of revenue. The discovery of oil was what I had in mind at the 
time. The remission will come automatically, I presume, if matters 
go on as they are at present. 

(d) Reduction of the Sultan’s Privy Purse. —It appears that Colonel Trevor and 
I misunderstood the Sultan’s attitude on the subject of halving his 
privy purse. As he has explained to me since, what he meant was 
that, if while he was away from Muscat, the Treasury became empty, 
he was willing to let half his salary lap^e in order temporarily to 
stave off a financial crisis. He denies that he ever intended to surren- 

• der voluntarily and permanently Its. 5,000 a month. He says he 
could not in any case offer to submit to a lesser income while at Muscat, 
as the^e he is subject to heavy calls on his purse from the many 
descendants “ a la main gauche” of his forbears and from outlying 
chiefs who demand his hospitality. ‘ In any case I would not recommend 
commend any reduction in his purse as it would quite possibly lead 
to an immediate renewal of his previous idea of abdication and it is 
to be remembered that he is after all an independent ruling sovereign, 
and as such can hardly be expected to keep up his position on any.hing 
smaller than his present income. 

(?) Reduction of the Muscat Levies. —The strength of this force was originally 
fixed at 300 but owing to financial stringency it has already been 
reduced to a trifle over 200 and I have further ordered the new Commandant 
mandant not to enlist any more until it is down to the latter figure, 
which is in my opin on the lowest possible compatible with safety. 
The Sultan’s authority is to my mind largely dependent on the existence 
ence of a suitable striking force in the vicinity of Muscat, and if it 
should be possible to station detachments of this force at o: near the 
other coast towns under adequate administration to suppo t the 
authority of the local Walls I think we should find a considerable 
improvement in Government and most probably an increase in revenue. 
nue. We should seek therefore rather to augment the State Forces 
in order to ensure that local authorities’ hands are strong enough to 
cope with incipient disorder (this applies particularly to Sur) and 
that the Central Government be in a position to insist on satisfactory 
administration in the outlying towns. May I correct the misapprehension 
hension of its being an alien force ? True, it is largely composed of 
Baluchis, descendants of previous immigrants from the opposite 
coast and subjects of His Highness. There are some Baluch from 
Gwadur District, which, incidentally, is also an appanage of Muscat, 
and a few Yemenis from near Aden but otherwise it is in all senses a 
national and not an alien force. 

(/) Increase in the Sultan’s subsidy. — I suggested this more as a means of 
driving home the seriousness of the financial situation at Muscat than 
anything else. I am not in favour of anything in the shape of doles 
whenever they can be avoided. It would be preferable to see Muscat 
stand firmly on its own feet than existing on the bounty of a foreign 
Government. 

(g) Mr. Bower’s deputation. —Colonel Trevor suggested this as Mr. Bower 
had made such an improvement in the Bahrain Customs but matters 
are rather different in Muscat. I do not think the State is losing much 
on the central customs, which are under the control of an able Egyptian, 
tian, but probably there is a certain amount of loss on the outlying 
ones, the control and inspection of which depend more on political 
factors and adequate and rapid means of transport rathe: than ou 
system and organisation. 
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4. To sum up the points of the above-quoted memorandum : paragraph (a) is partly nearly negligible in effect and partly found impracticable, (d) is undesirable, 
able, and (e) inadvisable ; (g) seems unnecessary and the Government of India 
do not wish to accede to (6), (c) or (/) except as last resources, (h) is agreed on but 
its financial effect will not be immediately apparent. 

5. In the circumstances the estimate of the immediate future financial situation 
tion remains as previously described by my predecessor and myself, that is to say we may look to a crisis occurring before very long. I find that in 1922 the State 
lost Ij lakhs of rupees, in 1923 1 lakh and this year the deficit can hardly be less 
than f of a lakh. This will by the end of the year leave Muscat without any balance 
in hand and as the current revenue is not sufficient for the expenditure, which under 
the present administration cannot, I believe, be reasonably reduced, there can be 
only one result, namely, bankruptcy. This year we ought just to weather, helped 
by the present hight rate of the dollar and the prospects of a fair date crop. I have 
also hopes that the appointment of the new European Finance Minister may alter 
the situation materially but, as I pointed out above, I do not think he can be expected 
pected to improve the position much in the immediate future. 
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QOKj'IDi'.KTIAL. 

»•. Z- ^0 #f 1927. 

Jr'tlitical Agency and Cenoulate, Muscat 

The 12th MeTcmber 1927 

Frera 

Majsr G. P. Murphy, 1*A«, 

Pelltieal Agent and H.B.M 9 s Csnsul, Muscat. 

The Secretary te the 

Hen 1 bit the Pelltical Kesldent 

In the Persian Gulf 9 

Mushire* 

censlderatlen ef the Hen'ble the Pelltical Resident in the Perslakv 

Gulf, the fellewing repert en present cendltiens In Muscat. 

•ings ef the State with the tribes neminally under it. 

(1) The eppesltien ef the SHIHUH tribe ef Cape 

M/1/195 dated 16th August 1927, • The Muscat State has neglected 

KHASAB fer seme ten years and Its autherity there new Is net wha(r 

benet ( We hare ns ousteml pest there )• 

Sir 

1 hare the heneur te ferward, herewith, fer the 

There hare been three failures this year In the deal* 

(1) frem a revenue peint ef view KHASAB is a meatless 
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Bake frequent rieits theref 

( 3 ) there hae been ne cempelling reaeen te change the 

existing erder ef things. 

But it weuld seem that the State pelicy ef self-effacement raTtv^ 

thatn assertien has enceuraged the independent and ebstructire 

attitude shewn te the Pelitieal Resident's surveyers. 

4* In the Administratien Repert fer the Trucial Ceast fer 

1921serieus fighting was reperted between the Sheikh ef RAs 

AHAIMAH and SHI HUH tribes.. As it seemed certain that the pearl* 

-ing industry weuld be adwersely affected by dlyers being dirert- 

•ed, H.M.S. 9 Cyclamen ̂ preoeeded there and succeeded in settlit^ 

the dispute with the assistance ef Saiyid Nadir ( brether ef the 

Sultan )• It appears that Saiyid Nadir had preceeded te KHASA3 
£ 

te settle disputes between the twe seotlens ef the SHIHUH » 

BANI HADIYAH and AX KAHAZSRAH. 

5., Muscat diary fer the week ending 14th August 1921 

reperts Saiyid Nadir's return te Muscat with the headmen ef beth 

parties. The diary ending 28th September reperts the imprisenmen^ 

ef all the Sheikhs by the Muscat GeYernment whilst the diary 

ending the 12 th Octeber reperts their release. It appears they e 

were released after signing a settlement paper by which the AX 

KAMAZERAH had te pay Rs 600/* *• the BAKI HADIXAH. The diary 

ending 10th NeYember reperts 11 The lecal gewemment hare infermeApt 1 ̂  

the SHI HUH Sheikhs that they will have te pay in future Custems 

Duty at 4 % en fish,, 3 £ en ether geeds. They hare farmed the 

/ 11 
Custems fer the current year fer Rs 1600/*• 

6 , Muscat diary fer the peried ending 31st May 1925 

reperts the arriYal ef feur AX KAKAZERAH Sheikhs in Muscat. Xt 

appears this was in cennectlen with the preYieus settlement. The 

diary reperts that the BANI HADIXAH leaders had been sent fer, 

but they haYe refused te ceme te Muscat since 1921 altheugh 

called by the Muscat GeYernment several times., 

7 . In a*D.O. Ne. 1^3- dated 16th April 1926 Mr. Themas 

writes s- ” The Sheikh ef iCHASAB ( Parameunt Sheikh ef the BAKI 

HADIXAH ) is said te haYe a geed deal ef Influence with these 

vvild. men, o.ncl if concilia,ticn oi tiie 'tribes in the neighbourhood 
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•▼•r becomes nece»aary f he weuld appear te be the best adviser 

and medium. " 

Q * Latest reperts frem the Wali te the Ceunoil ef Ministers 

are te the effect that the Sheikh dees net allew the Zakat ( land 

tax ) te be cellected and has apprepriated a beat belenging te 

seme Baluchis which was wrecked and flea ted te iCHASAB* 

As regards (2), Muscat hews Diary he. 12 ef 1925 fer 

the perled 16th te 30th June 1925 statess- 

” The rumeur that ibn Saud's efflcials have recently 

visited Baraimi and celiected Zakat was cenfirmed by news frem 

SOHAR. 

10 • The tewn ef Baraixai with its adjacent villages ef 

HANASAH etc. fermerly belenged te the Sultanate ef Muscat and 

was under SOHAR but became independent er semi-independent in 

the reign ef Saiyid Faisal. The Sheikh was then ZAID BIN KHAUFAH 

AN NAIMI whs himself and latterly his sen and successer HAMDAN BIN 

ZAID used te visit the Sultan ( Saiyid Faisal ) regularly ence er 

twice a year, and paid hemage and received rewards like the rest 

ef the Omani Sheikhs . 

• The present Sultan ( Saiyid Taimur ) neglected te 

carry en the eld relatiens etc. The first neglect en his part 

being that Saiyid * Faisals death was net reperted ner his ewn 

success!en te the Sultanate and that this displeased the NAIMI 

Sheikhs and estranged them. 

The present Sheikh Sultan bin Zaid has fer the 

last few years been sending and receiving presents te and frem 

Ibn Saud whem he has new apparently invited te take pessessien er 

make a sert ef pretecterate ef Baraimi. Last year Bin JIUTWI, 

Gevemer ef £L HASSA ( fer Ibn Saud ) is said te have cellected 

Zakat frem the neighbeuring tribe ef XAL BU SHAMIS near Baraimi 

and this time Baraimi itself has surrendered and paid taxes, the 

Sheikh being left te rule as heretefere. 

Sehar en the ceast ef the interier ef Oman being 

easily accessible threugh Baraimi, this event is prebably 

dangereus te the Sultan's Gevemment whs hewever de net appear 

a» 

k 

I Aj* 
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4 

U thinlc much ab»ut it ar shaw any signs sf alarm"tr sf bsing 
fsrswamsd*" 

• As regards (3), the same tendency en the part ef the 
Muscat autheritles te alienate the tribal Sheikhs may be traced in 
the files, regarding Sur, theugh the matter is semewhat mere 

cempllcated. 

lile t ® wn •* Sur censlsts ef twe large quarters separal I 
ed by a creek. That en the eastern side is eocupied by the BASI BO 
Ail tribe whilst that en the west is eccupied by the JBHkHEH. 

Accerdlng te herimer's (Gazetteer Vel. II page 1849, there is a 

perpetual feud between the BAN I BO AU and the JEBEBEH. 
16 ‘ JSKEBBH at Sur are divided inte feur sectlens 

ABAIJAH, JOWAHIS? GHIAUK, and KOKHABI. The first twe are cemblned 
against the ether twe. 

17, ^ regards the BAKI BO All tribe» altheugh they 
gave seme treuble in fermer years and there was an expeditien 
against them in 182iunder Sir Lienel Smith in cenjunctiep with the 

Sultan, they had ef latter year been leyal te the Sultan and teek 
his part in the late rebelllen. 

18 « In his liemerandum Ss. 1014 dated May 1920, Mr. 

Wingate writes, ■ The allewance paid te these Sheikhs and te twe 
ether Sheikhs ef the BAKI BO All resident in Sur by the Sultan's 
Geverament had been cut by the Vazir during my absence ewing te a 
oemblnatien ef igneranoe and misdirected eoenemy. This I had recti- 
-fied em my return ever a menth age and ay visit has, I heps, set 
their quite Justifiable misgivings at rest .• 

In wptte ef this•financial ecenemles, intreduoed by ! 
the Financial Adviser in his budget fer 1923 Included the reductien 
sf the subsidy paid te the JKRBBKH Ihelkhs by Rs «0/- per mensem. 
A reductien which still helds geed. 

20 * Since then the Amirs ef the BASI BO All, All bin 
Abdullah and Uehemed bin Kasir, have been attempting te assert 
their independence and their autherity ever the ether tribes ef 
JAAUlK 9 and sent a petitien te Gerernment te this effect. ( ride 

/•reign 
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foreign N«. 2481/719/EXT dated 27th February 1923 ). « 

21 In his letter he* 1436 dated 4/6 Octeher 1924 Majer 

Hinde reperts ; " 1 invited Mehemed bin Naser te explain the leeal 

situatien and he became very verbese and excited* He said he was 

autherised by the isuscat uevernment te settle all disputes in 

Sur and had succeeded in deing se with the exceptlen ef KHAMIfl 

bin MUBARAK ( ARAMA sectien )• whe was an unruly creature and was 

eut te ruin the shele settlement* " etc* 

22 * * 2 then referred te a cemplalnt 2 had had frem the 

Hindu merchants regarding the clesing ef the inland reute frem 

Sur* The SheiJch said the read had been clesed fer } pelitioal 

reasens in erder te punish the HIJRIflN whe lived en it* ** 

23* In Muscat Diary Me* 23 ef 1924 fer the peried ending 

30th Mevember 1924 reference is made te an attempt en the part ef 

the Amirs ef the BARI BTJ ALI te feist a Sheikh en the JBHBBEH at 

Sur* This actien seems te have been resented My the JENEBEH and te 

have failed* 

M It must be neted hewever that there are a few Sheikhs in Oman 

knewn as TKMRKMKHS whe pessess re&l pewer ever their peeple and 

wield it despetically* The tribes wh# are thus geverned are, 

the JENRBEH* * Besides the feur sectlens ef the JEKBBEH mentiened 

abeve as resident in Sur, there is a fifth sectien AL MAJAA2A 

living at ADAM, MAN A, and 122 in Oman* The TEMSSMBH ef the 

JEHEBEH is selected frem the AL MAJAALA* Mansur bin Maser ef 

MAS1RAH ( fthese death frem small~pex eccurred last August whilst 

he was returning frem a pilgrimage te Mecca ) was selcted Sheikh 

ef. the JEKBBBH abeut twe years age but abeut half the JENEHEH 

( ARAMA and JTUWAIRIS ) were displeased with him, as Sheikh Mansur 

24* As regards the JENEBEH, Celenel Miles in his bee 

/ 
" ’ 

BANI BU ALI, Mehemed bln Maser and All bin Abdullah* 

25* In Muscat Diary Me* 14 ef 1925 fer the peried frem 

16th te 3ist July 1925 it states; ” Reperts which have net yet 

been cenfirmed have reached Muscat te the effect that Sheikh 

Mansur bln Maser ( JENEBEH ) came te Sur and tried te ferm a. 
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■ •rt •!' «f certain leading men there fer the admlnletra- 

-tien el justice ae the leoal wall has been feund Incapable te mad 

maintain autherlty and erder In the ceuntry* It is said that the 

Wall apprehended danger and incited seme ef the KAKMAlf and 

MO&HAHKAH tribes te Interfere* Beth sides feught with the result 

tne ef the HAJQCAK was killed and ene weunded* 

26* The Hindu cemmunlty ef Sur petitioned the ̂ elitical 

Agent in cenneotlen with abere requesting the pretectlen ef their 

property and life* They stated that Sheikh Bansur had given them 

to understand that there was no Sultan's Government in Sur and 

they were te leek te him for Justice etc* and that they sheuld 

net ge te the fall* He warned them that if they did they weuld 

endanger themselves* The Wall alse wrote and informed them that 

he was pewerless, and that they sheuld inferm their Geverament 

( British ) • It appears that the Wall himself is respensible fC\ % 

all this trouble as by doing this he hopes te strengthen his cast^ 

fer increase ef pay and get more Arab levies* 9 

27* In their letter te me after the recent trouble dated 

25th September 1927 the ARAMA section ef the JBKEBBH state; M 

" This mehomed bin naser A1 Hamudah ( BAN I BU AU } wishes to en£w 

Sur and te subject the residents te his orders and against the 

Sultan of muscat* The sections AL Mukhannah and AL GHALIK sub- 

-mitted to him and were under his orders 9 against the Sultan ef 

Jfascat* But wo AL ARAHA and AL FUWAIRIS opposed him* He asked 

us te be under his orders but we did net accept and made eur 

obedience te the Sultan ef Muscat* When Mehemed bin Baser could 

net obtain eur allegiance f he moved AL MUiQiABBAH and AL GHIAL1H 

te make forts • when we saw the forts being raised in eur midst 

we alse raised eur forts te save ourselves from harm* 

28* Then arrived the Vazir and sent fer Mehemed bln Base] 

and he arrived after a few days* Mehemed bin Naser asked us te (tr^i 

te him but he could not succeed* He then entered upon the Wazlr 

and deceived him* He made him te erder us to destroy eur forts 

before the ether sections* 

After the death of Mansur bin Baser 9 and even a few 

I 

months 
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7 

months beftre hi* d«atli when he left fer Meoea» SAEED BIN SULTAN BIN 

KHAMIS AL MAJAALA { ene ef the sheilche wheee eubeidy wae* reduced 

▼ide paragraph abere ) had been eelected aa the oheikh ef the 

JisaBhEM. He liree at ADAM and Ylsite Sur uccaeienally. It is stated i 

that all eectiena are new agreed upen the Sheilchehip. 

30* In my letter Ne* C-84 dated 31et Octeber 1927 I hare 

reperted that Salyid Mehemed bln Ahmed, rreeldent ef the Ceuncil 

ef Mlnistere recently received a letter frem SheiJdi ttaeed bin 

Sultan bin lOiamie A1 MAJAALA, Chief Sheikh ef the JEKEHEH at Sur 

te arrange an armistice between the twe rival fact!ene, AL ARAMA 

and AL MUKHaNNAH and that after arranging that he weuld bring the 

ARAMA leaders te pay their hemage te the Ceuncil ef Ministers at 

Muscat. 

31. It weuld seem that Sheikh Saeed was the preper persen te 

deal with when treating with the aRAMA sectien and net ashemed bin 

Maser ef the BAKI BU ALI whe was at enmity with the ARAMA and 

pessibly playing fer his ewn interests, and the assertien ef his 

autherlty ever the ether tribes in JAAIAN. 

32* A glance at the annual administration reports fer the 

last few years will shew that there has been constant friction 

between the Muscat State authorities and the tribes with which 

they have te deal. The Annual nepert fer 1925 states| 

" Saiyid Hamad bin Faisal, the Sultan's half-brother whl 

is Wall ef Sehar is most unpopular with the neighbouring tribes 

owing te exactions. The tribe mostly concerned is.BANI SAAB. (Note 

this was the tribe with whose assistance Mr. Thomas and the Air 

Force Party were able te proceed frem Sehar te Shargah.) A 

powerful tribe, and rebellion is openly discussed. His Highness it 

aware ef this feeling but hesitates te take any action against 

hi <5 brother. * 

Diary No. 10 ef 1924 fer the period ending 4th may, l^t 

reports a complaint by Ahalaf bln Slnan ef the BAN1 ALI (DHAHIRBJ 

against oppression ef his people by Salyid Hamad at sehar while 

they were there. 

Lately also he has had trouble with the MU^UABIL tri'!^ 

33 

٢٥ المرجع: IOR/R/15/6/40 حق النشر: رخصة حكومة مفتوحة

 http://www.qdl.qa/العربية/archive/81055/vdc_100044277037.0x00001a :اعرض على مكتبة قطر الرقمية 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100044277037.0x00001a?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


"ملف ١٠/XXVIII تقرير عن الأوضاع الحالية في مسقط وتعاملات الولاية مع
القبائل التابعة لها اسميًا." [١٣ظ] (١١٨/٢٦)

٢٦ المرجع: IOR/R/15/6/40 حق النشر: رخصة حكومة مفتوحة

 http://www.qdl.qa/العربية/archive/81055/vdc_100044277037.0x00001b :اعرض على مكتبة قطر الرقمية 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100044277037.0x00001b?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


"ملف ١٠/XXVIII تقرير عن الأوضاع الحالية في مسقط وتعاملات الولاية مع
القبائل التابعة لها اسميًا." [١٤و] (١١٨/٢٧)

6 

33* in 1920 the XAX SAAB tribe, the large*t tribe in 

Onan, llTlng en the Jb&tftneh eeaet attacked MASHAA as a pretest 

against the erectien ef a easterns pest there.( Diary he. 5 

dated 10th February 1920 )• 

In his Me. Bu 1 dated 26th August 1922 Majer Rae 

reperted the preventien ef the erectien ef custem heuses by 

fAL SAAD at WtTDAU and KHADRA and the increase ef slave dealing 

frem the Mekran ceast. The Muscat Geverriment declared their 

inability te deal with the situatien and naval actien was 

taken by Oevernment. 

It is Interesting te nete that Sheikh Isa bin Sal*4 

wrete a letter te the relltical Agent effering te intervene in 

this treuble. 

34. Diary He. 16 ef 1925 fer the perled frem 16th te 

31st August 1925 reverts a disturbance at SUVAK} between the : 

and the XAL SAAD tribe. The Wall had burnt a dhew and killed ti^ 

cews belenglng te the Sheikh ef XAL SAAD, and sent twe slaves 
* 

set his heuse en fire. The eutoeme ef this treuble was that th< 

Wall was dismissed. 

35. I weuld alse refer yeu te the activities ef SheiXA [ 

Isa bin Salih and the Imam** Geverament in 1925 as threwing seia^ 

light en the general attitude ef the tribes. 

The Egyptian newspaper ASH SHORA te which Sheikh 

Sulaiman A1 Baruni, the Tripeliten agitater and new Sheikh Isa'S 

lieutenant, is a cerrespendent, stated en 29th Octeber 1925 the*/* 

a pact had been entered inte between the Imamrs Gevemment and 

Sheikhs ef Dubai and Abu Dhabi en the Truclal ceast strengthen^ 

the cerd ef unlen and laying dewn the ceurse ef Jelnt actien 

case any bedy attacked the ceuntry either frem the sea side er 
. 

land side. 

36. In Octeber 1925 Sheikh Isa bin Salih oellected ho 

ferces and marched inte AL DHAH1KEH estensibly fer the purpese 

settling seme dispute there but actually te censelidate his 

pesitien there. 

In 

- V* 
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40. 

In September 1925 The Calre Sally ASH SHOBA published tLc- 

f#lJL#wing| 41 The Imam Is preparing te preceed te PHAHIB£H 

and haralml t# put in erder the ferts and maice It a centre #f 

military strength fer that part se that if any thing happens 

frsm the sea side sr the land side 9 srganized ftrees 9 ratisns 

and ammunitien be despatched there. The wsrld will ns dsubt 

hear that His Highness the Sultan Taimur will de what is 

necessary in the interests ef the csuntry and will a^preve 

ef the actlen ef the Imam.** 

37* Sheikh Isa bin Salih prsceeded ts Ibrl estensibly te 

settle the aUHAZARAH question. The AL I2DHAZAHAH ( H1NAWI 

tribe ) had been turned eut ef ibrl by Sheikh ef the A1 

lUAqUB fer having murdered his brether the farmer Sheikh. 

38* In his repert he. 96 dated 29th December 1925 

Celenel Cresthwaite states | N Hefere Isa bin Salih marched 

te Ibri he called upen Sulalman bin Hamyar 9 a pewerful 

Shaflri Sheikh ef JABAL AKHDAR ( BENI HI YAM ) te accempany 

him in erder te bring pressure en the Ibri Sheikh te hand 

ever that tewn te him. Sulalman bi Hamyar censented te 

persuade his fellew uhafiri Sheikhs te hand ever Ibri en 

cendltien that the tewn be handed back after feur days 

eccupatien. The tewn art the fert at DIK were accerdingly 

handed ever. After the fixed peried Isa bin Salih made ne 

sign ef returning the fert te the Sheikh ef Ibri and the 

latter upbraided Sulaiman bin Hamyar fer failing te make Isa 

bin Salih keep his premise. Sulaiman bin Hamyar then went te 

Isa bin Salih and demanded that he sheuld keep his ward. A 

dispute arese between Isa bin Salih and Sulaiman bln Hamyar 

and the latter left the farmer and teak away his fighting men 

with him* 

39. The defectien frem Isa bln Salih 9 s fighting farces 

gave ceurage te the remaining Ghafiri tribesmen te resist amd 

Isa bln Salih feund himself se weak that he evaouted ibrl and 

all the ether places that had surrendered te him and has gen 
6 

back te his heme at KABIL, 
4 
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40. In his letter fte. 83 dated 30th fteYember 1925 Celenel 

Creethwaite etates|f 9 The DHAHIREH tract has always maintained 

mere er less friendly and qasl-subject relatiens with the Muscat 

State» theugh at ne even cemparatirely recent time has the ruler 

ef Muscat raised any taxes frem its inhabitants, tfhen Isa bin 

Salih led the rebellien ef the tribes in Oman preper in 1913 the 

DHAHIKBH inhabitants de net appear te have jeined him in any great 

numbers. 

41. The reasen why leoal epinlen Is new exercised by Isa 

bin Salih 1 s mere inte DHAHIHEH is that certain ef the tribes ef 

that tract lie astride the range ef hills separating DHAHIBEH 

frem the Satineh districts ef Oman. Sheuld he bring such tribes 

under his pewer in the DHAHIREH he may be able te exercise an 

influence centrary te the interests ef the Muscat State in the 

Batineh. The general impressien 9 hewever, is that Isa bln Salih 

as a HINAWIYAH will net be able te win ever the Ghafiriyah tract 
the 

ef DHAHIREH ? 

42. I weuld peint eut that hlstery has already shewn Isa 

bln Salih capable ef surmeunting such difficulties. Majer Hawerth 

in his letter He. 91-C dated 9th May 1917 states!- M Isa did net 

epenly jeindt the rebellien immediately. It was jeined by Hamiyar 

bin Baser el Mebhani, Temeemeh ef TABU? and chief sheilch ef the 

Rlyami tribe ef Ghafirls. MS SALAMI went abeut raising the tribes 

and OHAEIRIS and H1BAWIS alike declared their allegiance but the 

main bedy ef the latter factien enly came in when Isa bin Salih 

epenly attached himself te the mevement. 

Mrem previeus histery and subsequent direct!en ef the 

rebellien 9 there is little deubt that Isa was, and had been, the 

hidden pewer behind the scenes frem the cemmencement and the 

Sultan cenflrmed this as being cerrect. 

He was, hewever, clever eneugh te see where previeus 

revelutlens had failed and te perceive the wisdem ef bringing in 

the GHAEIHIS first in erder te make the mevement a universal ene 

In Oman." 

The eriginal Imam selected in 1913 was SALIM BIN RASHID 43. 
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AL KHARUSI ( a GHAPIRI ) but after his murder In 1920, MOHOlCEd 

BIN ABDULLAH AL KHALI LI ( a HIHAWX ) was selected. 

This family first came te netice in 1841 when Saiyid 

Hamud ef Behar placed seme Uuttawas sr religieus zealsts • 

amsng them Said bin Khalfan A1 Khali11 • in charge ef his 

principal ferts te held them against the Wahabis and himself 

adepted a religieus prefesslen and way ef life. ( Lerlmer's 

Gazetteer Yel. 1 fart 1 page 455). Isa bin Salih's father , 

Salih bin All, the leader ef the 1898 rebelllen, was ene ef the 

chief supperters ef Said bln Khalfan A1 Khalili. 

On this cennectien, it is Interesting te nete that 

in 1913, Saiyid hadir, ( brether ef His Highness ) pledged 

Semall fert te Abdullah bln Said A1 Khalili ( father ef present 

Imam ) whilst he went te SlbTl 

44. Cencernlng the RIYAHX tribe, mentlened abere, the 

principal GHAPIRI tribe te suppert the rebellien, Mr. Lerimer 

states i- 

" There are ne bedeuins... These ef the hills de net 

beai^d geed reputatlen being regarded as Irascible, slethful, 

immeral and wanting in hespltallty. 

The prejudice against them may be partly due te their 

disregard ef Mahemedan princip^les in drinking a wine which 

they themselres manufacture frem heme grewn grapes. M 

45. Sheikh Isa bin Salih's dlplemaoy in bringing abeut 

an alliance between the wine drinkingHlyami and the fanatically 

religieus Muttawas is certainly werthy ef admlratien and under 

present cenditiens it seems enly a questlen ef time befere he 

succeeds in bringing the DHAHIREH within his sphere ef influent 

46. Mr. Dewsen, whs visited the Semail valley last June, 

wrete in his reperts* 

" He ( A1 Baruni, mentiened abeve ) was mest Interest 

ed in the whereabeuts ef the Minister ef finance and the R.A.P 

effleers and their widely advertised attempt te get te the 

Baraimi Oasis and rumeur has it that it is A1 Baruni himself 

whe has kept them eut ef the place.'' * 

47. Having regard te the methed empleyed with success by 
is*r 
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isa bin Salih during, Is.te rehelllan, af instigating the BHA.MRI 

tribes ts rebel against the Sultan and then stepping in and 

•btaining the Orerlerdshipi it weuld seem that the same 

tactics have been empleyed by Sheikh Isa in instigating the 

Baraimi tribes » whe were in eppesitien te him f te shew 

eppesitien te the Air ?erce Party. 

48. fhere is alse a suspicien that Mehemed bin haser ef 

the BANI BU ALI may have empleyed similar tactics te create 

frictien between the ARABIA, sectlen ef the JBK&BEH with whem 

he was at enmity» and Mr, Themas, 

49 . In paragraph 8 above* mention is made that the 
Sultan 

present sheiKh bin Zald* ef the MAIM* has fer the last 

few years, been sending and receiving presents te and frem IBM 

Maud* when he has new apparently invited te take possession 

and majce a sort ef protectorate ef Baraimi, 

50. There are two important tribes in Baraimi* the MAIM, 

and the DHOftAHIR, The Malm used te be sponsored by Muscat 

State* whilst the DHGWAHIB* strongest numerically* are in 

alliance with the Sheikhs ef Abu Dhabi, 

81. It is possible that overtures te Ibn Sand by the 

MAIM may have been fer the purpose ef replacing the support ef 

the Muscat State which no longer has any value. It is mere 

prsbable that it was sought fer the purpose ef counteracting 

the activities sf Isa bin Salih and their abssrptxsn within 

his sphere sf influence, 

52. In this csnnectien* I wsuld draw your attention te 

the fact that Sheikh Maneur bin jiaser* ef tne JEmEBEH * 

mentioned above* and Hamdan bin Baser and Salem bin Maeer* 

brothers ef Mehemed bin Maser mentioned above* ef the BAMI 

BU ALI* ( a tribe which is eahabl ) stayed at Mecca fer three 

months this year and the party were the guests ef H,M, Ibn 

Saud whose hespitalityihey enjoyed threugneut. 

53, In this connection* it is interesting te note the 

attitude ef these particular tribes towards the WAHABIS during 
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th« wahabi inrasian af Oman in the aarly part af laat century* 

Larimer 1 a Gazetteer Val* I rart I page 424 statea s- 

9 In 1800» after the accupatlan af the Haaa and ̂ atif Oaaaa by 

the bahabia, a large Wahabi detachment# maunted an haraea and 

camela# made their way thence by land ta Baralmi an the canfinea 
a 

af the Oman Sultanate; here their leader HABIQ# a Nubian alare 

established fartified settlement; and here the NAIM^f 
BANI 

QITAB and ether tribes af the DHAH1HEH# wha were unfriendly ta 

the Central GeTerament af Oman# quickly Identified themselres 

with the Wahabi causa* 9 

54* In^Jiuscat and its Belatiens with the Wahabi Pawer M 

( Bembay Gavernment hecards AXIV New Bariaa ) it etatee i- 

* At this juncture# 18Qu# aaTeral af tne principal 

chiefs af Oman ware induced ta array their influence an the 

aide af the Wahabia under a campact which recagniaed their 

independence af Huaoat* * 

55* Again an page 444 ef the Gazetteer it statea *- 

" During their ( wahabi ) stay in Jaalan.the BANI 

Bu ALi and RASIB became their fanatical suppertera and helped 

them against the BAN I BU HASSAN. 9 

56* The GHAFIRI ( Sunni ) tribes ef DHAHIHEH and 

Jaalan weuld appear ta hare welcamed the sahabis whilst the 

HINAWI ( IBADHI ) tribes eppaaed them* This same attitude 

seems ta hald gaad taday* 

57* Majer Hawarth in his letter Na* 90-C# 9th NaTember 

1917 stateas* 9 We hawe always admitted the fact that the 

Sultanate la net an hereditary but an electire dignity and 

indeed until tne accesaian af the present bultan Saiyid 

Taimur we hare assured eurselres af the fact that the ruler 

was acceptable te his peeple befare acoarding him recagnitlan* 
acceaaian 

58* On theKazaazlaai af the present ruler eur hands were 

ferced# far we had already cemmitted eurselTea beferehand te 

the assistance ef Saiyid Faisal# hia father# against wham the 

tribes 
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- 

tribes had risen and thus we ceuld net de etnerwise than eentinue 

that suppert te his representative whs teeic ever 
tne reins ef 

Government. N 

^ He ( Saiyid T&imur ) admitted te me tiiat if 

it were net fer tne vulnerable peeitien ef tne tribes en tne 

ceast* many ef them would join tne imam and ne bad few tribes 

left upon wnem he ceuld rely* a number wnicn decreases 
as 

tne Imam's strengtn increases and defections have taken place 

in the last year. M 

59. In hio letter He. 476 dated 10th February 1920* Mr. 

wingate statesi- M The sultan has thrown himself practically 

unreservedly en eur suppert new* and his attitude is* 
M You 

have paid my debts* you are managing my customs and I realise 

that without your suppert I would no) be able te maintain my 

authority at all. But you must maintain it or you will de 

nothing with the customs. 
w 

50 # xt would appear that since tnen the sultan has 

completely abandoned any attempt te Keep in touch 
with or 

maintain friendly relations with tne tribes * relying solely 

on the support of tne British Government to maintain his 

dynasty. 

( 5 X« It seems to me that tne seeds tor future trouble 

are being sown by the present apathetic policy sf the state 

towards the tribes. In view of the possibility of an Air Boute 

passing over this country a more satisfactory state ot 
affairs 

would be desirable. 

In any case if the state is to consist/of anything 

more than a customs cordon maintained by British ships for tnt 

purpose of furnishing an income for Saiyid Taimur 
and his 

relatives* the duty of maintaining relations with the tribal 

sheijchs and settling inter-tribal disputes is one which, in 

my opinion* the Sultan's Government should not be permitted to 

neglect. 
62m 
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62* In his letter dated 26th January 1919 te the 

Pelitical Agent Saiyid Taimur states *• As regards usual 

presents te bheiJchs we will put them with eur persenal 

expenses ter tney concern eur ewnsext * 11 it is clear that 

this is put in merely te justify a large persenal income and 

net from any desire te cultivate friendly relations with 

the siheijms. 

63* It is curious te tnat tne same argument was 

put forward by the sultan's brother Salyld i»adir, when the 

Political resident visited muscat last march, te justify a 

larger allowance, in view of the constant absences of tne 

Sultan, and the consequent expenses for entertaining which 

fell upon him. Kadir has a notorious reputation as a miser 

64. 1 doubt very much whether any appreciable amount 

has been spent by Saiyid Taimur for tnis purpose. He would 

appear to consider himself absolved from such a duty by the 

subsequent inclusion of ttwadur with tne Customs control, as 

may be gathered from his letter to Hr. Wingate dated 7th 

June 1921. H with regard to tne allowances of the Sheiichs, 

it does not exceed Hs 3000/- and perhaps it is less than 

that amount. 1 cannot accept less tnan Hs 10000/- • You are 

aware that the receipts of Owadur can meet tne deduction 

demanded ( on account of tne allowances of the sheikhs ). M 

65. In the Annual Administration Heport for Muscat 

for 1924, in connection with the settlement of a somewn&t 

humiliating expedition to HAIL against tne BAhl BATTASH 

undertaken by baiyid Hadir on his own initiative, it states, 

n As regards the personal submission of the Sheikh, His 

Highness asked that the incident be now considered as finally 

closed on the score of the expense which His Highness would 

have to undergo if the Hhelkh came to Muscat. The latter 

would naturally^ring a large following with him and tney 

would have to be treated as His Highness' guests." 

66 . In April 1926, when he visited & 0 HAR, His 

Highness 
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Highness is said to have spent a fair amount in presents and 

entertainments to tiheiichs but such expenditure seems to have 

been included in tne budget under tne head 11 Transport and 

Travel", hs 10708/- were spent under th05head during the period 

January to June 1926. % 

67. In March 1920 His Highness Saiyid Talmur expressed 

verbally to His Excellency tne Viceroy a wish to abdicate in 

favour of his son 8 aiyid 8 aeed but the Government of India 

decided he must return to Muscat. 

In this connection it is interesting to note how the 

son has followed in his fathers footsteps, where tne father 

failed* the son has succeeded for he has to all intents and 

purposes thrust all responsibility for the administration of o 

the State on us. 

68 . In his letter Ho. 598 dated October 1903 Major P.Z 

Cox reports the desire of uaiyid faisal to abdicate m favour 

of his son Saiyid Tairnur and reports Faisal as saying* H I do 

not feel that I am getting old but 1 am weary of ail tne cares 

of my position; the incessant worry wnicn I experience from the 

tribes and the constant anxietjrj^t from Jcnewing where to loox for 

money to meet all the calls that are made upon me. 1 have come 
u 

to the conclusion that X should/happier if I took an allowance 

from the SARKAR and gave up the Government. My idea is this* 

that I should abdicate in favour of saiyid Taimur and that the 

British Government should recognise and direct him. I am afraid 

he is too inexperienced to run alone and would require some one 

to guide his footsteps." I observed* " The conditions would be 

the same as at ZAitZIhAK 7" he replied* " Yest that is what it 

comes to. " 

I asked him what he thought the people of Oman 

would nave to say to sucn an arrangement. He replied that he 

did not tninx tney would be affected or interested at all as 
% 

their own condition would remain practically unaltered and tnat 

in any case he did not consider tnat they constituted a factor 

of 

٤٣ المرجع: IOR/R/15/6/40 حق النشر: رخصة حكومة مفتوحة

 http://www.qdl.qa/العربية/archive/81055/vdc_100044277037.0x00002c :اعرض على مكتبة قطر الرقمية 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100044277037.0x00002c?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


"ملف ١٠/XXVIII تقرير عن الأوضاع الحالية في مسقط وتعاملات الولاية مع
القبائل التابعة لها اسميًا." [٢٢ظ] (١١٨/٤٤)

٤٤ المرجع: IOR/R/15/6/40 حق النشر: رخصة حكومة مفتوحة

 http://www.qdl.qa/العربية/archive/81055/vdc_100044277037.0x00002d :اعرض على مكتبة قطر الرقمية 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100044277037.0x00002d?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


"ملف ١٠/XXVIII تقرير عن الأوضاع الحالية في مسقط وتعاملات الولاية مع
القبائل التابعة لها اسميًا." [٢٣و] (١١٨/٤٥)

17 

•f any difficulty . 11 

69. In his letter !<•• 898 dated April 1920 Mr. Wingate 

writes i- * Saiyid Taimur is net unintelligent • He is, 

hsveyer, incredibly weaK and incurably Tain. Bsth these 

characteristics have net made him a successful ruler ef an 

Arab State. His weakness has resulted in his being expleited 

te majce any headway against tne re belli en, while his vanity in 

am Arab csuntry where geniality and geed manners tewards high 

and lew alixe are ebligatery, has alienated many ef these whe 

are by cenvistien his supperters. In the interier, swing te 

the MISRUJJl OF HIS FATHER and Grandfather, which, he has net 

impreved himself, he is hated and this hatred nas been intensi 

fied by his cavalier treatment ef SheUchs and general pemp- 

-pesity referred te abeve. He is net really xaittMKXAxxxx 

wantenly extravagant but simply silly abeut meney.” 

7 q # xiie abeve remarks abeut Saiyid Taimur have a etriJc- 

-ing resemblance te tne remarks abeut Saiyid Faisal queted by 

Majer Hawerth in his letter He. 91»C dated 9th May 1917. 

• Of Saiyid Faisal the first reperts, 1888te 1894, are 

" In fact his peiicy frem carelessness ratner than frem in- 

-capacity was apathetic, and it estranged frem him even the 

best dlspesed tribes. 
w 

* His effert during the next few years te extend his 

direct autnerity er te recever it where lest, are an equally 

unfertunate." 

H The valuable suppert ef aalih bin All ( father ef Isa 

he alienated it by shewing faveur te said bin Ali, a rival 

SheiKh ef the Harth, and the catastrephe thereafter was net 

leng delayed. 

The Sultan between 1888 and 1894 played en the whele, 

a less censpicueus and successful part in recenciimg 
tribal 

difference than lU*u*>J® ct Sali “ bin Ali • r ^ 

Ibrahim bin ̂ ais, Chief ef RUSTAQ." 

by his family and unscrupuleus persens and in his being unable 

71 
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Id .'■S 

71. In an undated nete submitted te the Ferelgn decretory 

Ur. wlngate adds i- 

M If oaiyxd Taimur sneuxd net be allewed te abdicate 

he will still endeaveur te ecade his respensibilities as 

regards actual persenal rule, will reside as little as pessible 

in Unseat, and will leaYe all weric and administratien in the 
t 

hands ef his ministers relying en us te iceep them in erder and 

te advise them. He hankers after the jeys ef civlllsatlen as 

represented in India, leathes his ewn oeuntry and is determined 

te be as idle as pessible. tt 

72. ousting again frem his letter 89B dated 28th April 

1920. “ The bultan has ene sen. baiyid saeed, abeut ten years 

eld. He has many bretners, tne meet netable ef wnem are aalyid 

Hadir, half a negre, and baiyid Hamad, a freemasen with a 

tendency te beceming Xurepeanised. ( HOTE. Vide his dealings 

with the bheiich s abeve.) The rest ef his many uncles and 

ceuslns and nephews are quite impassible and may be ruled eut. j* 

Eer baiyid 8 aeed, previded he is decently educated in India, 

net in England, there are pessibilities. balyld Nadir is an 

intriguer and is rightly despised and detested, baiyid Hamad 

is shewing signs ef beceming a useful member ef seciety. He is 

by character, hewever, quite unsuitad te the first place in the 

State. N 

73 . I am ef epinien that, under present cenditiens, 

neither the bultan ner any member ef the ruling family ceuld be 

relied upen te be ef any assistance in bettering tne relatiens 

between the State and the tribal Sheikhs.* 

They realise that it is their unpepularity which has 

enabled them te acquire an inceme whilst divesting themselves ef 

all respensxbility. An ideal state ef things frem their peint ef 

view. 

74 . Since 1920-21 visits ef impertant sheikha te Muscat 

have, almest ceased. There is ne State guest heuse and there are 

ne regular arrangements fer the entertainments ef guests 
in 

accerdance with Arab custem. In 1920 sheikn Rashid^ { minister 

ef 
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m£ f#r Shara ) pay was fixed at Ks 1000/- and he was asked t# feed 

the State guests. His pay was cut dewn tt Rs 600/- in 1921. I 

understand that the Walis and ether State efficials and petty 

Sheikhs and headmen are entertained at StA/Uexpense theugh I can 

net trace this in the State Budget. The entertainment ef mere 

impertant Sheikhs has te be undertaxen by tne Minister whe is meet 

friendly with them at his ewn expense. 

75. There is ne deubt that this state ef affairs is due te 

the very precarieus cenditien ef the State's finances and the 

efferts the varieus successive financial advisers have made te 

effect ecenemy and preduce equilibrium. In his Demi Official dated 

20th march 1926 Mr. Themas writes n As regards Mr. Wingate's 

reference te the balmy financial situatien in 1920» it is relative; 

his reugn estimate in August shewed up even better in the acceunts 

at the end ef the year in ths^t there was a balance ef three lakhs 

abeut 9 instead ef twe as he had anticipated. But as I have said 

befere 9 the presperity was apparent and net real. It was pessible 

enly en the ber rewings ef six and a half laichs six menths be fere 

and it weuld appear that en the basis ef this unreal presperity 

military and ether expenditure was ailetted en a scale which time 

has shewn was bejrend the State's current reseurces te meet# hence 

the subsequent financial crises ef the Muscat State. The scepe ef 

Mxpenditure seems new te have ceme te be regarded as nermal and 

irreducible with tne result tnat the State is disabled frem under- 

-taxing any measures ef administrative imprevements er secial 

amelieratien. H 

76. In his repert Be. 27-C dated 5th March 1919 Majer 

Hawerth states*- * I put up in last July certain Brepesals in cen- 

-sultatien with Sir Percy Cex and sir Hamilten Grant which were put 

befere tne secretary ef state fer India and which were sanctiened 

in Pereign Telegram Be. 2344 dated 6 th December 1918. 

1. Te supply the Sultan with preperly trained efficials 

fer the centrel ef his custerns, the principal seurce 

ef his revenue, and te get him eut ef debt. Te 

institute a preper system ef finance and te see that 
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n« further debt ecpurred in the State* 

2. T# see that tie^Ceurts were instituted fer the 

imprevement tf justice* 

3* T# see that tisw' scneels were eestablished fer the 

educatien ef the peeple and fer tne training ef 

these te beceme in tne ceurse ef time efficials ef 

the State* 

4* Te assist in tne establishment ef a cerps fer defence 

and fer the maintenance ef erder* N Of these prepesals 
have 

the first and the last te a certain extent been 

carried eut. 

77. As regards 2 and 3 Mr* Themas in his Demi-Official 

dated 10 th .march 1926 writes i- * There is ne uevernment Qadhi in 

mest ef the leading tewns. There is generally a lecal Sheikh whe 

dispensis Justice n at a price “ and is free frem respensibility 

te Gevernment* The sultan seme twe menths age at Dhefar urged me 

te find funds fer the previsien ef a Gevernment ̂adhi in each ef 

the wilaiyat Headquarters as existed in the days ef fermer sultam 

but I have het been able te de se* The Civil Ceurt, -uscat, and 

the Civil and Shara Ceurts at Sehar are the eniy Ceurts in tne 

ceuntry te keep recerds ef cases* 

In the matter ef educatien and tne preductien ef 
i 

future Gevemment efficials ne pregress can be reperted* 

There is ene scheel enly in the ceuntry supperted by State funds* 

This is in wuscat* Saiyid Mehemed Abu Dina is the selitary scheel- 

-master* His pupils number 60 beys and girls in twe separate 

reems* The curriculum is fifty percent Theelegy* The red is net 

spared. The Statens entire centributien is Hs 137/- per mensem.“ 

78. As regards Public werks s- XXTM&XlEftMgttttftai In his 

letter He* C/12/81 dated 6 th December 1925 ferwarding his budget 

estimates fer 1926 v Mr* Themas writes)- 11 The prepesed extensive 

Public Werks pregramme alwe calls fer cemment* Per many years past 

Gevernment ferts up and dewn the ceast 9 at ene time handsome and 

imposing buildings, and dating frem the rertuguese eccupatien 

have nad ns meney spent en them and are fast falling te pieces* 

These 
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fh«se at SUWAKi and JIASNAA I find U be as delapidated as 

J/iLALX fort in Muscat; but the provincial forts being small 

they can be repaired at moderate cost, the fort at KHABURA had 

been so mucn neglected as to have^ecoms irreparable and has been 

abandoned, as these forts are Headquarters of district 6 overn- 

-ment l.e. are used as residencies and offices by the various 

oalis it would* apart from the question of prestige, be un- 

-economical to permit their decay and later as a result be com- 

-mitted to heavy expenditure on new Government buildings. M 

In his half-yearly report Ho. C/10/771 dated 26th 

July 1926 Mr. Thomas statesi- ** Public works programme has for 

reasons of economy been completely cut out except for the re- 

-roofing of the Muscat Custom's wharf.^ 

In a note attached to muscat Budget estimates for 

1927 Mr. Thomas states " The State has of late kept its nead 

above water in spite of growing impoverishment, by more effect- 

-ive revenue and by cheesparing economies; but its precarious 

balances do not permit of any ameliorative measures nedding funds 

such as are regarded locally as urgent and important;vizi- 

(1) school for muscat. 

(2) Dispensary for Gwadur and a aub-Assistant aurgeon 

for he small-pox infected BAT1NEH. 

(3) Qadhis for each of the *1LAIf ATS as existed under 

former Sultans. 

80. In his report Ho. 27-C dated 5th march 1919 Major 

Haworth writes *- " Once the sultan's Government was improved to 

the point I propose I have little doubt that the people of the 

wadi Samail would be only too anxious to return to him. Their 

present position is not to their advantage. They are cut off 

from the sea and their goods can only reach it or them through 

the good offices of the Sultan. This fact added ,to the tendency 
^ <X /ji, -Cc*-4 'Coldly 
-of more Highly organ!aed’ uovenmiehti would ̂1 am convinced^ maxe 

them desire reunion. Indeed, many of the Sheikhs of Samail 

simply for material reasons, desire it already." 
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81. It appears te me tn&t in ̂ pite #f seven years 

finacial centrel, we are still Tar frem having reached tne 

peint envisaged hy Jsajer hawerth in the abeve queted letter, 

when negetiatiens ceuld be epened witn a view te inducing ftiie 

Omanis te incerperatien within the Muscat atate. 

82. Under present cenditiens, the instalments still 

eutstanding ef the Oevernment ef India lean weuld be paid up 

in anether twe and a half years* An annual payment frem the 

State ef Hs 93500/- weuld cease and mere meney weuld nermally 

be made available fer carrying eut further referms. 

83* In this oennectien I weuld quete frem Mr* Themas's 

letter Ne. C/20/270 dated 13th hevember 1926; M Te attempt te 

prune the civil list weuld be te enceunter sppesitien by the 

xiuling i’amily whe naturally alreadj^ind 
financial centrel and 

ti rigid limitatien ef their demands en the Treasury 

irlcseme* Besides being a measure distasteful te His Highness 

its adeptien weuid appear te be precluded by tne fact that 

Huling .family ailew&nces almest witheut exceptien have been 

mertgaged in a large* degree te Banians and merchants, in 

seme cases fer years ahead*” 

84* when this sum becemes available, the insistent 

demands ef the sultan and his family fer larger allewances 

will be hard te cembat, and I feel certain that in the nerma.' 

ceurse they will succeed in abserbing a very large prepertiei 

ef this sum* 

85* In his letter ̂e* J/180 dated July 26$h 1927 
4 * 

Mr* Themas has put ferward prepesais fer spreading the re- 

-payment ef the eutstanding pertien ef the lean ever a lenge 

peried fer tne purpese ef maicing funds available fer epening 

a secendary scheel in Muscat* This weuld put eff the evil 

day ef the Ruling family's olameurings • I veuld submit fer 

censideratien hewever the advisability ef recemmending te ti 

Oevernment ef Indiathat , with a view te terminating the 

present unsatisfactery cenditiens in this csuntry f tjfojfettatx 

they may be pleased te ferege the eutstanding instalments •: 

٥٥ المرجع: IOR/R/15/6/40 حق النشر: رخصة حكومة مفتوحة

 http://www.qdl.qa/العربية/archive/81055/vdc_100044277037.0x000038 :اعرض على مكتبة قطر الرقمية 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100044277037.0x000038?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


"ملف ١٠/XXVIII تقرير عن الأوضاع الحالية في مسقط وتعاملات الولاية مع
القبائل التابعة لها اسميًا." [٢٨ظ] (١١٨/٥٦)

٥٦ المرجع: IOR/R/15/6/40 حق النشر: رخصة حكومة مفتوحة

 http://www.qdl.qa/العربية/archive/81055/vdc_100044277037.0x000039 :اعرض على مكتبة قطر الرقمية 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100044277037.0x000039?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


"ملف ١٠/XXVIII تقرير عن الأوضاع الحالية في مسقط وتعاملات الولاية مع
القبائل التابعة لها اسميًا." [٢٩و] (١١٨/٥٧)

23 

r 

•t the lean on cenaitien that tne bultan furniBhed an under- 

-taking that the balance sheuld be used ter ameliorative measul^s 

and tnat ne furtner increase sheuld be made te his civil list 

at any time withsut the censent ef the I'elitical Resident • 

Of the original loan of Rs 650,000/- the sum of 

Rs 654,364/6/- has already been paid up and the balance 

represents interest. 

1 have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

0.pWj 

S' 
Major, 

Political Agent and K.B.U’s Consul, Muscat. 

Copy forwarde to the Ron'ble the Political Resident in the 

Persian ttulf C/O Assistant Superintendent, I.JS.Telegraphs, 

Henjam, for inforiaation. 

I. ▼ 
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Muscat 30th October 1928. 

Prom 

Major G.P.Murphy, I.A., 

Political A&ent and H.B.M’s Consul, 

Muscat, 

To 

The Hon*able the Political Resident 

in the Persian Gulf, 

Bushire. 

Sir, 

I hare the honour to submit for your consid 

©ration, the following report on the general situation 

in Oman. 

This country is occupied by numerous tribes 

both settled and nomad. For the sake of protection a- 

gainst their neighbours, with ̂ hom they are constantly 

haring blood feuds, the weaker tribes become allied to 

stronger tribes and this method of alliance has resulted 

in the formation of t^o political factions: Hinawi and 

Ghafiri, so called after two tribes, Bani Hina and Bani 

Ghafir, who at one time possessed very powerful sheikhs 

to whom the other tribes became allied. The racial tie 

being a strong one, the Hinawi faction is composed large 

ly though not essentially of Yemeni tribes whilst in the 

same way, the majority of Ghafiri tribes are of Adnani 

origin. 

Most of the tribes of Oman belong to the 

Ibadhi sect, an offshoot of the Khawarij, and the Imamate 

of Oman owes its origin to the peculiar religious tenets 

of the Khawarij as adopted by the Ibadhiyah. They disallowed 

allowed the claims of the Baghdad Khalifahs as well in 

civil as religious matters and set up one of their own 
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own whom they invested with corresjjonding powers in both 

capacities. At first, for a period of nine hundred years, 

Imams were elected for their personal merits or capacity. 

From A.D. 16£4 onwards, this principle gradually underwent 

modification. The post was still elective but with a 

strong preference to the ruling family over strangers. 

The present dynasty was founded in 1744 by 

Ahmed bin Said who was elected Imam on account of his 

patriotism and bravery in expelling the Persians. During 

his administration, his sons obtained the title of Sey- 

yid which their descendants have claimed ever since. 

ine House of Seyyids** like the reigning houses of Europe, 
has become a recognized dynasty; but the gradual increase 

in the number of rival and aspiring Seyyids has been one 

fertile source ol intestinal feuds which have arrested the 

prosperity of the country. 

The title of Sultan is an extraneous one and 

dates from the time of Seyyid Sultan bin Ahmed (1792- 
- eo4 )* It is seldom used by the people of the country. 

The authority of the Imam or Sultan over his tribes has 

always been somewhat she,dowy # owing perhaps to the inaccessible 

cessible nature of the mountains, ravines, and valleys of 

which the country consists. 

Intestinal feuds and Tahabi invasions combined 

with the weak and vacillating policy of recent Sultans, 

the degeneracy and incapacity of members of their family 

and intermixture with negro blood, have gradually estranged 

ed the sheixhs of the various tribes. 

Rebellion followed reoellion until at last 

after the rebellion of 3913-1919, when the Ghafiri and 

Hinawi elements combined for the first time in opposition 

to the Arms Warehouse which we had induced the Sultan to 

establish, a fresh state was formed by Sheikh Isa bin 

Saleh al Harithi, supporting a puppet Imam of the Khalili 

iamily, who are identified with the Kutawwa or extremist 
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extremist moTement in the Ib&dhi sect. H.H. the Sultan 

of Muscat and Oman has been left ̂ ith Muscat # ̂ -atrah, 

and its vicinity ̂hich ̂ ere defendedby British troops; 

with the Batinah coast which is always vulnerable to 

British ships; ’*ith Owadur on the } r e)cran coast; with 

Sur and Jaalan, the inhabitants of which supported him 

in the last rebellion, but ̂ here his authority is being 

challenged at the moment; with Musandum where his sovereignty 

eignty over the Shihuh tribe is shadowy; and ̂ ith Dhofar, 

a province which ̂ e assisted him in recapturing in 1896. 

I attach a map shoeing the extent of his 

influence and nominal rule exclusive of G^adur and Dhofar. 

The revenues of the State consist of a subsidy 

from Government, and a 5% import and export tax at such 

customs posts where it can be levied. Other revenues are 

negligible. The export tax has taken the place of Zakat 

on dates and fish which the Muscat authorities are incapable 

able of collecting on the spot. 

It will be seen from the above that the Muscat 

Government exists entirely on the support which it is 

able to obtain from the British Government. This is the 

natural result of our policy in 1913, of defending Muscat 

and Mntrah and affording naval assistance on the toast 

but maintaining an attitude of non-intervention in the 

hinterland. 

As regards Oman proper and the Semail valley, 

the rule is in the hands of Sheikh Isa bin Saleh and the 

Imam, but Sheikh Isa’s position at the moment is to a 

certain extent precarious. He has tue sup;ort of the 

Hinawi tribes but he has never had much influence over 

the Ghafiris and so there is always the possibility of 

some fresn claimant to power ousting him with the- support 

of this faction. 

He has also been looking anxiously towards Ibn 

Saud whose agents have since 1925 collected Zakat from 
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from Baraini. Ho force 
Has been used by Ibn Baud for 

collecting this Zakat, but it nas probably 
been paid 

through fear of Ibn Baud's agent instigating 
neighbouring 

trib«s to raid them. 

Baraimi is the key to Oman: the "-hole of the 

Batiaah coast can be raided from that -iuarter 
with impu-. 

nity, whilst a little instigation 
and assistance from 

there to the fJhafiri tribes would bring about 
the collapse 

of Isa's administration. Should the hinterland eventually 

fall into Ibn Baud's hands, the position of 
the Sultan 

v/o u Id toe c oni6 un te ha b 1 e • 

The considerations which influenced our policy 

in 1913 no longer hold good. At that time operations 
in 

the interior would have been difficult owing 
to the mountainous 

tainous nature of the country. A large number 
of troops 

would have been retired to carry them out 
and the result 

which could have been obtained would have been meagre, 

but I venture to submit that the case is different today. 

A few aeroplanes in support of an effective 
administration 

is all that would be required to consolidate 
the country 

and bring about peace and prosperity. 

At the present moment Sheikh Isa bin 
Saleh 

is in correspondence and on friendly terms 
with the Muscat 

cat Council and I think in the precarious position 
in 

which he is placed, he would require very 
little inducement 

ment to persuade him to throw in his 
lot with the Sultan. 

If this wore done and if the administration 
thus fcomed 

were supported by a few aeroplanes, 
it would become possible 

ible to consolidate Oman into an efficient 
State and the 

present unsatisfactory condition 
could be terminated. 

I hare the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient servant. 

Major, 

Political A^ent and H.B.M’s Consul, Muscat. 

٦٩ المرجع: IOR/R/15/6/40 حق النشر: رخصة حكومة مفتوحة

 http://www.qdl.qa/العربية/archive/81055/vdc_100044277037.0x000046 :اعرض على مكتبة قطر الرقمية 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100044277037.0x000046?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


"ملف ١٠/XXVIII تقرير عن الأوضاع الحالية في مسقط وتعاملات الولاية مع
القبائل التابعة لها اسميًا." [٣٥ظ] (١١٨/٧٠)

D * < * • • - 

, 

■„ . AQ rj.4. 

rm teofiwrjini on,. ;;^. ® r :T 

mwoi* A .vii'm/co ®iij to 

.i«; •'* -V v hi v h9alM^fSt ttS3c ov^: M^ci rfci^ 
•^ : >Q " r ' {t - ' ' : b ®- ^sjbo er.j JLici.i,* . ,. 

n ̂ i, ;ii •:-,> 

. 

• ; : * u *-oi3s?z2B%i £}-.ih& 11 : t,n^ *;■&; e*:^ -ttiU fX 

t u 5 

٧٠ المرجع: IOR/R/15/6/40 حق النشر: رخصة حكومة مفتوحة

 http://www.qdl.qa/العربية/archive/81055/vdc_100044277037.0x000047 :اعرض على مكتبة قطر الرقمية 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100044277037.0x000047?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


"ملف ١٠/XXVIII تقرير عن الأوضاع الحالية في مسقط وتعاملات الولاية مع
القبائل التابعة لها اسميًا." [٣٦و] (١١٨/٧١)

٧١ المرجع: IOR/R/15/6/40 حق النشر: رخصة حكومة مفتوحة

 http://www.qdl.qa/العربية/archive/81055/vdc_100044277037.0x000048 :اعرض على مكتبة قطر الرقمية 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100044277037.0x000048?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


"ملف ١٠/XXVIII تقرير عن الأوضاع الحالية في مسقط وتعاملات الولاية مع
القبائل التابعة لها اسميًا." [٣٦ظ] (١١٨/٧٢)

٧٢ المرجع: IOR/R/15/6/40 حق النشر: رخصة حكومة مفتوحة

 http://www.qdl.qa/العربية/archive/81055/vdc_100044277037.0x000049 :اعرض على مكتبة قطر الرقمية 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100044277037.0x000049?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


"ملف ١٠/XXVIII تقرير عن الأوضاع الحالية في مسقط وتعاملات الولاية مع
القبائل التابعة لها اسميًا." [٣٧و] (١١٨/٧٣)

Ve ry Confidential , 

.British Residency L. Consulate-General* 

JBuahire, the 14th Hovr. 1928# 

.Demi-official ho 407-S. 

letter ho 132 of the 30th October# 

1 doubt very much, however, whether your proposals 

really afford a solution of our present difficulties in 

taiscat or one that His Majesty's Government would be ready 

to consider. Apparently Isa bin Saleh is now in a 

somewhat weak position sc that he might be induced again 

to coalesce with Muscat under .British protection. The 

Muscat Government seems to be weak enough and it is 

difficult to see how the coalesence of two weak elements 

will.produce strength. We should apparently only be 

introducing a new element in taking upon ourselves 

the responsibility for an outbreak between Hinawi and 

the Ghafiri, giving an additional inducement to the 

latter to appeal to outside assistance. 

hor do 1 see how the coalition would affect the 

Sur question which would apparently stand very much as it do 

now, except that an advance by the Hinawi 9 n s ̂  r would 

considerations of ap.-eals to outside assistance would obtain 

to which Ibn Saud is prepared at present to flout 

diplomatic opinion by embarking on aggression and 

annexation, and should be inclined to think that he is 

more likely to content himself at the present stage with a 

be nominally at any rate a Muscat advance. Hut the same 

Personally 1 am a little doubtful of the extent 
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more general widening of his influence* 

Again I cannot quite see what we are to do with a 

regiment at Sur unless the arrangement is to be more or lees 

permanent. When the regiment leaves it will merely be the 

difficulty of the ships coming and having to go- as you point 

out- except that the stay will be longer. 1 should imagine 

that the position and weakness of Muscat which is well 

recognised there and the policy to be observed in the future 

will form one of the subjects of the Committee now sitting in 

London,’and we may very possibly expect to be asked soon for 

our views, and obviously something must be done. 

As 1 am entirely strange to this part of the country 

I feel considerable diffidence in expressing any views. 1 should 

have liked to come along to Muscat and have gone into the 

various questions with you on the spot, but it seems rather 

difficult to get away so soon after arrival. 

1 should be very glad, therefore, if you could let me 

have a full and free expression of your views. Government 

would probably look askance at any long absence by you from 

Ti/Tuscat in view of the red hot messages that have been going 
over the wires, but if you can be assured shortly that things 
have settled down and can safely be left to simmer a bit, 
1 should be very glad if you could come over here and have 
a full discussion with me. 

Political Agent l Consul at 

Muscat. 

٧٥ المرجع: IOR/R/15/6/40 حق النشر: رخصة حكومة مفتوحة

 http://www.qdl.qa/العربية/archive/81055/vdc_100044277037.0x00004c :اعرض على مكتبة قطر الرقمية 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100044277037.0x00004c?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


"ملف ١٠/XXVIII تقرير عن الأوضاع الحالية في مسقط وتعاملات الولاية مع
القبائل التابعة لها اسميًا." [٣٨ظ] (١١٨/٧٦)

٧٦ المرجع: IOR/R/15/6/40 حق النشر: رخصة حكومة مفتوحة

 http://www.qdl.qa/العربية/archive/81055/vdc_100044277037.0x00004d :اعرض على مكتبة قطر الرقمية 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100044277037.0x00004d?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


"ملف ١٠/XXVIII تقرير عن الأوضاع الحالية في مسقط وتعاملات الولاية مع
القبائل التابعة لها اسميًا." [٣٩و] (١١٨/٧٧)

Very Confidantial. 

British Consulate and Political Agency. 

Muscat,the 24th Koyember 1926. 

Demi Official No. /O 

Tith reference to your D.O.Ho 407-S dated 14th Hot. 

1928, My letter No 132 was written because I gathered 

from Sir Lionel Haworth,when I Piet him at Dibba.that 

the whole question of our relations with the Arab 

side of the Persian Gulf was now under consideration 

and that t/*e question of a Proteetorate orer Oman was 

bein£ considered. 

In fact,in his report No 382-S dated 25th October, 

Sir Lionel has recommended such a course# 

^That is it w# are goin^ to protect ? 

A. A protectorate which embraces a narrow and rulner- 

aole coast llne.exposed to raids from the interior, 
seems to me an unsatisfactory solution to the situation. 
ion. 

(A) It would not alter our present position in the 

very least. are Already under moral obligations to 

protect this area. 

(B) It »#ul< net satisfy tn« Suita* who wouU not rslin 
quis* his shadowy authority orer t«# parts wasrs it 
i-i-ai axists, without the ̂ reatsst reluctancs. 

(C) l« the event of the hinterland falling eventually 
into the hands of the Tahabis.our positien alon g the 
coast would become untenable# 

B- • ;rotectorate over the portions where the Sultan stiU 
exercises shadowy sway,learin^ 8ut t>1)| territory, 
would also seem to as to bs unsatisfactory, tr, weald 
nave added to A. the most difficult and wildest parts 
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in HM 
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of countr;.,inhabitfor t,ii« moot i art by nupiiidi.and 

w« would not k&re the assistance of tne settled and 

raost amenable portion of the population,who are nearly 

all under the s^uy of the Inam, in dealing with them. 

There is also the possibility of future trouble with the 

Imam. 

It seems to me t:iat,if a protectorate is to be declared,the 

ared,the inclusion of the Imams territory in tie Sultanate 

ate is a necessary preliminary. — 

Looking at tie subject from a military point of view, 

if we are to protect Muscat from any future invasion oy 

is really L.ne hey to Oman in the north. Its possession 

would enable the Wahabis n.;t only to invade Oman,but also 

to raid tne Batinah coast and the Trucial coast with 

impunity. 

Any protective measures we undertook would have to be 

concentrated at that place and not spread all over tne 

country. 

Inter tribal feuds and skirmishes occ ir cenetantly and * 
it ̂ ould be almost impossible to checx t iem except oy 

inducin^ the x^rties to brin* tneir cases before the 

Council for adjudicatien. It was the refusal of Saiyid 

Faisal to take the trouble to adjudicate in such disputes 
and tne consequent lack of any impartial authority 

oefore whom tney could be brought.which was the main 

cause of the rebellions of 1895 and 5913,and whicn led to 

the setting up of anotner Imam in the interior. 

I have gathered from a study of former rebellions, 
tnat pr.ivir to 1913,they were engineered invariably for 

the purpose of placin* another member of tneSultan's 

famiiy on the throne. Prior to that date, there doe. not 

ap;ear to have been any idea of forming a separate state. 

Many of these rebellions,including that of 1895, 

Wahabis,this will have t© be done 
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appear to hare been engineerfrem Zanzibar,wherethe 

Harth tribe,to which Sheika lea bin Saleh belen^s, is 

particularly strong. 

Until 1913,rebellions failed ©win* to tne raxid 

rally of the Ghafiri tribes to the succour of the 

Sultan. Kxcept for the Bani Bu Ali and the Bani Rasib, 

in Jaalan,the Ghafiri tribes are not W&n&bl. I doubt 

whether they would welcome Ibn Sand or call for his 

assistance unless they are grossly mishandled. 
Any inclination on their part to join hands witn the 

Bani Bu Ali is probably due to the fact tnat Isa bin 

Saleh is the Sheikh ©f a Hinawl tribe. Possibly the 

Ghafiris feel that a puppet Imam in his hands is not a 

impartial tribunal before which they can 

take their disputes. 

The weakness of the Muscat Gerernment is due in a 

large measure,to Isa’s rebellion and his formation ©f 

a fresh state including the valuable Semail valley, 
which was actually pro Sultan but which Isa succeeded 

in including in his area. This lias undermined the 

prestige of the state. Isa himself is a strong Plan. 
Ho has several strong men in his administration. Their 
inclusion in the Muscat Council would,I think,strengthen 
it considerably. 

If we really wanted t© rally the Sheikhs of' the various 
ous tribes to the Muscat Government,! do not think 
tnat it wo U i* b Q a difficult matter. It could bo done 
at the trice of a little entertaining and small presents 
Muscat cannot afford to do this at present,and it is the 
absence of such entertaining which has alienated the 
Sheikhs from the present Sultan. Please see ray report 
No C.90 dated 12th Nov. 1927. This report is long and 

t.omewhat cumbersome as I deemed it necessary,being somewhat 
what new to the post at the tirae.and writing to a 
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4,iSir- 
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Recident wh© ha.d hiraself serred here,to <iu#te cha-pter 

and Terse f.>r all my stateiLeats,but it ctTers a censider- 

able portion of the factors which will hare to be ctnside 

ered if a protectorate is contemplated. 

It seems to me that t ;e present state of the country 

is due to the absence of any authority and not to any 

natural propensity towards fi^.itin^ on the part of tne 

population. On the whole,the Onanis are not warlike 

and it is really surprising how peaceful tne country 

is considering tne lack of control everywhere. 

I realize the matter will have to be examined fully 

in detail by someone in higher authority before it could 

be considered by H.M.Gort. but I think the ipiestien of 

inclusion or exclvicion of Isa bin Saleh* s territory 

should be decided before the declaration of any protec- 

orate. Then once he was assured against attack from 

Ibn Sand, there would be no inducement for him to join. 

Our task of consolidating the state would be more difficult, 

cult, also, without his assistance. 

I do not anticipate an immediate aggression on the 

part of Ibn Saud and the idea of Akwan raids did not 

emanate from this office, as I pointed out in my D.O. 

No. 152 dated £!st November. All I anticipated was a 

gradual undermining of authority through ̂ahabi machinations 

tions which might lead to a local conflagration in which 

the country '"ould become exhausted and an easy prey to 
(>•> 

subsequent annexation by Ibn Saud^V^he suggestion put 

forward in ray letter No. 13^ was not intended as a solution 

tion of the Sur question which I think win have to be 

decided first. 

Since you have asked me to express my views fully^I 

think it necessary to point out that I do not a*ree with 

the view that the Sultans of Muscat maintained their 

authority in Sur by playing off the Ba^i bu Ali and the 
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Jenebeh against each other. I can find nothin*; to support 

tnis Tie^ in the records, in fact para. Zb of ny General 

Report on fur (No.115 of 10th October) and para, feci-(addenda 

enda ) would point to the fact that the Mascat GoTernraent 

were anxious to i;reYent any interference by the Bani bu 

Ali, who are primarily a tribe of the interior, in Sur 

affairs. Para.56 of the came report also shows that 

Abdulla bin Salim only intervened in the dispute at a very 

late sta^e, and did not attempt to interfere in it locally. 

Thomas had an idea that it was possible to play ofl’ the 

Bani bu Ali against the Jenebeh, and tried to do so with 

disastrous results. I think it was a most dangerous policy 

to have attempted and it had not the support either of 

the Sultan or the Council of Ministers. 

As regards placing a regiment at Sur for two 

years, I agree that if the State do nothin* to put their 

house in order in that place in that time, it would lapse 

to its previous state as soon as w e departed. The proposal 

posal contained in my general report No.115 dated 10th 
DcLl^ 
November was one which, I wag ’**ell aware, Government would 

carry out with the greatest reluctance. At the same time 

it seemed to me the sole solution. 

Stationing a regiment at Sur for t*-o years 

would, I think, be sufficient to enable Muscat to put 

tie administration of the place in order and to eradicate 

the influence ui tne Bani bu Ali onirs. After this a levy 

corps of 100 men should be sufficient to keep the place 

in order. They would not be sufficient to meet a determined 

mined attack by the Bani bu Ali of the interior (the Bani 

bu Ali ®f Sur are insignificant) but T doubt whether tue 

former would attack when once they saw we were prepared 
to send a regiment there. They w 0 uld realize that if 

their attack-wsrs^sviccessful, it mean a reoccupa 

tion of the place by us. As I have stated in my report 
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quoted above, I have based my vie^e on *^hat has actually 

happened at Muscat. 

I shall be ^lad of the opportunity of having a full 

discussion with you on the subject. The situation at 

Sur.howeTer,is hardly likely to settle down until somo 

action is taken with regard to the Bani Bu Ali and 

Ibn Bauds fla^. Matters have been allowed to siMner for 

so lon^fthat it is almost inpossible to say that the 

patience of the parties will not become exhausted er 

that further developments will not ensue. 
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(- 

/W oLUl 

4-flj. 

Our present policy raa;- 1)0 traced to 1886y-;ien an 

explicit afinonucenent ’"as nade to tne Oh.ieIs ^P Onan, 
that v :e would not permit attacks on the towns o£ 
i...i.sccit auu . atran and that we would if necessary expel 
the rebels if they occupied them and would replace 

Saiyid Turki. 

This was a personal guarantee to Saiyid Turki and 
not applicable to uis successors. 

lui-j-.r (No'- Sir Lionel) Hawurth reroarked on thit that 
aucu a restriction,though it sounds ’^ell on paper,is in 
practice or indeed on analysis of no value.Taking into 
consideration the circumstances in Oman,a guarantee of 
*- V ‘ lia '•ature.once fiiven.must be continued to a succe- 
fcsor lf he is to mintain his place for the withdrawal 
of the aipport is practically an encouragement to attack, 

Turki died in 18C6. 

In leyo.a successful attack was laade on Muscat. Saiyid 
Faisal himself fled to Port Jalali. The Britisu Hepros- 
ontative remained neutral but objected to the more 
effective blockade of Fort Jelali from the quarters in 
"hich the Agency is situated. The situation ended in a 
ucadlocji ’ Inch was finally terminated by the Sultan paying 
ing * 12000/- to the rebels together with agreeing to 
tne payment of a pension to the Rustaq family. 

In 169b, after the rebellion,the British Government 
extended to Saiyid Faisal the guarantee given to his 
fa tiler that they -ould not alio- attacks to be made ua 
Muscat and Matrah whatever difference the Sultan might 
have with hie tribes. 

In spite of this guarantee,however,from 1695 to 1 S 99 
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o-in^ to our -rant of support of him durinj the 
rebellion. In 1£96,the offer of naval support for tne 
recovery of Dhofar "as accepted by hin ^ith a bad 
orace. This period marked the rise of French influence 
at Muscat, k considerable amount of the trouble at Sur 
^ bS traCSd t0 5 ' rench encouragement to its inhabitants 
ants to make li^ht of the Sultans authority. 

The 59ib rebellion differed from its predecessors i, 
( 1 ) The fact that the rebellion -as not made -ith a 

^ t0 etltHWlsh another member of the Sultans 
family uie throne but in support of a fresh 
Imam, 

(2) The ostensible cause was our having induced the 
S ' at "“ tJ e&tablli:n a,: a «»e warehouse in furtherance 

^ ^ lAX* M O 1 1 >./ «i 4- Vj - J j to the arras traffic. 
(2) The Hinawis and Shafiris of Omi P P0 .. r Proper -ere united 

In accordance + Vi Uh J ’* r guarantee, Indian troops vere 
landed for the defence of Muscat and Matrah. and Isa bi “ Uh '’ r ° r0 “ "» tti-n o„ u , e , , n 
«Tany 1915. 

ebellion also cnaed in a deadlsck. The British 
Government -onId not undertake oner-tio,. • , J fcr«.tiwn K inland. The sultan 'vas not strong crou -b t ^ i « to do £0. 

j^urin^ tne early starve r +■ ° A the ^^llion,Saiyid .Faisal 

Although -e had always admitted the fact th,t the 
oultanate is not a hereditary but an elective dimity dnd " ‘ lad Jn preViUU8 assured ourselves of thC ^ ^ acceptable to his p . opl . bef " e ° Ur —--nion.on this occasion our hands -ere tied. 
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"ملف ١٠/XXVIII تقرير عن الأوضاع الحالية في مسقط وتعاملات الولاية مع
القبائل التابعة لها اسميًا." [٤٧و] (١١٨/٩٣)

/W flj n 

MM Ht oJr iqii 

(A*?) 

V/e had conunitted ourselves to the assistance of 

Saiyid Faisal,thus ” e could not do other than continue 

inue that support to his representative who took over 

the reins of Government. 

At the tine of the recognition of Saiyid Taimur as 

Sultan , 011 the advice »ji the Political Residcnt .an 

undertaking 7 ras obtained from Saiyid Taimur to the 

follo-iri;; effect 

w have accepted all the obligation descending to 

me from my Fat.ner towards the High Government and I 

am determined to follow his policy in all my relations 

with Government and especially in the matter of the 

steps which have arranged for the control of tne 

arms traffic and that I rely on the he In of Government 

and declare I will be guided b.v its views in all important 

ortant matters.as I an assured tnat the Government 

^ill not be pleased except in what profits my state 

and the maintenance of the independance of our Govern- 

ZL.IO. iq. 

ment and Sultanate ." 

The underlining is mine. It seems to me that in 

obtaining such an important and far reaching undertaking, 

taking, we ^ere not only assuming certain ri^.its but 

also incurring very grave responsibilities. 

The settlement of the rebellion of 1913-1919 TT as 

our settlement. 

" The Sheikhs were cordial and accepted the mediation 

of H.X.Government. The Sultan also desired a settlement 

ment and .^ave t ie Political Agent carte blanche. The 

Political Resident recommended that the Political Agent 

be authorized to proceed with negotiations on the 

basis of the recognition of the status quo by both 

parties and tne Government of India autnorized these 

negotiations on condition that the terms of final 

agreement be submitted to the Government of India 

٩٣ المرجع: IOR/R/15/6/40 حق النشر: رخصة حكومة مفتوحة

 http://www.qdl.qa/العربية/archive/81055/vdc_100044277037.0x00005e :اعرض على مكتبة قطر الرقمية 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100044277037.0x00005e?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


"ملف ١٠/XXVIII تقرير عن الأوضاع الحالية في مسقط وتعاملات الولاية مع
القبائل التابعة لها اسميًا." [٤٧ظ] (١١٨/٩٤)

' 
rti>Y if o jy io*>f nsso'iqa’i jl: el ticu;* • s 1 .1 i ?. :• ’i 

,j ... ,.‘i tv ... i. .. Ls-: 

a^; v. • .. nci. i..„.-o j-i »•. •• 1 > 

.. % v »• •).: . ~ '.J • ... _.. .t ; - - 1 

-: . j • ' 

dj.J 1l . jr . . t ^llkios as - j^si.xitcv. : iilir- 

•31 1 'll- If‘I J .*00 01 .1 J y. : 8 ‘-l.u qela 

i~: _C ; I:.. ^ . ,J_ :. I c .. J Oi'i 1 ‘iw ‘1« 

«c ■: ! II.', .: i • ■H i.v i: .. .. i- ■. . . . j ...■ ;-n.- 

In o i : 'll fi I- o. _ ; . . ...j ._ • *»*.■- I ••:- ■•. J . . . * 1^ 

« *•.?> ' J . 

- - 

. 

. jx.-xIIv x.i;u •.y. :x.r: i'.:- •.;,.*x ' 

3xr- . K --‘.V - 1;. .^fj. .,-f > ; ‘r „ t • ' . j ... . T 

oil J Cus -.v;. 

x lax....o.ii 300.0 . 3 ̂  l^i mo ; ... j.^o .. . » 

- •-•• •• - - - ••• I . .. .. i -j . . . 0 ,:3SV . U. z 

. * 0 ; ; . Ii.>oilxIoI s4.1 J' . J >?S' osr^eoO'X xso.‘- Iroilxlc £ 

• ••• •„* f > t5 ; J id ; J if Hex lx. ^eob‘i si.l io .1 i 3.00 

2 0 * J i* j»»x * wa»o ij. >.. t i e 1 *1 ©* .1 *"i o\ © j s .. j • 

i ■ 1 C xli do i’.f 5; CZJjlij i&; or. 

aii.-ni .u- jhs; .nxovo ■ onl ol X-oilx* 10 a -k Ixs. .:>si ^ 

x\ ̂ 

t\^\ 'do 

>.,>VaVv v c 

f -v.XXs 

٩٤ المرجع: IOR/R/15/6/40 حق النشر: رخصة حكومة مفتوحة

 http://www.qdl.qa/العربية/archive/81055/vdc_100044277037.0x00005f :اعرض على مكتبة قطر الرقمية 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100044277037.0x00005f?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


"ملف ١٠/XXVIII تقرير عن الأوضاع الحالية في مسقط وتعاملات الولاية مع
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pri#r to approv«il 

Pfr'i Sfo joe 

ddu j.<r. ij' 

Thu reforms introduced after the rebellion ivere 

our reforms. 

For many years,Saiyid Faisal fought the desiate of 

tjie (iovernment of India to m&na^e the customs for him 

fearing the disappearance of the last vestige of his 

inuepenuance • liiis i ee liri£ Saiyid Taimur, to a certain 

degree inherited. 

nevertheless tne customs 'vere reformed and finally 
brought up to date on the recommendations of Kr G. T ,. 
ho-’er 01 the Indian Customs Service who ^as deputed, in 

1924,for that purpose. 

It is o.t interest to note the Sultans words in this 
connection. 

"Perhaps you remember the days when ^e met in Bombay 
and my objection to the suggestion of sending Mr Bower 
-tiie cutoi-i.s purpose as I think and consider they 
ars — t suc h i mpTtant affairs as Colonel Prideaux 
thinks about the arrangement of customs and there was a 
Ijng discussion between us, and you know the fact of ^hat 
it is in our country fet_^he_r econeiliatio n for us is 

t-ian ^gosiUoi; ii i__t.iis matter and long contest 
hu,c no benefit excej^t misunderstanding.” 

( The Sultan seems to have been thinkin,. of his original 
undertaking.) 

19<i0,txie Sultan liad thrown himself unreservedly 
° n ° Ur support# He r ealiaed he could do nothing towards 
maintaining his authority without us,and in view of the 
way w e had tied him down,this is not surprising. 

He wisned to abdicate in favour of his son Saeed 
( tjlen ueri dears old.) leaving the management of affairs 
entirely in our hands. 

Ptur N. fJ ( ieA Government '■rould not i^ree to this. They did however 
oluiU l^io 
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"ملف ١٠/XXVIII تقرير عن الأوضاع الحالية في مسقط وتعاملات الولاية مع
القبائل التابعة لها اسميًا." [٤٩و] (١١٨/٩٧)

permit him to limit his period of residence in 

to three months a year,and his personal allowances 

were also fixed by Government. 

He -as permitted,in 1920, to form a Council of 

Ministers to carry on state affairs during his 

absence. 

In 1921,on the recommendation of various Political 

Agents,a Levy Corps was formed under a British Officer 

in order to relieve us of the necessity for keepiny 
a Hejiment at Muscat in order to maintain our undertaking 

taking to protect tiese towns. 

In 1924,a British Officer,Mr Thomas, was appointed 

by the Sultan,on our rec 0 *mendatien,as finance Minister 

and a member of the Council of Ministers. 

In tne words of my predecessor ; " I think Thomas 

can usually t his collea gues to t ”ive a decision 

in favour of his own wishes.” 

To w nat extent are we responsible fpr the actions of 

a British Officer (Not a Government Servant.} 

controlling a Council of State arl absentee Sultan ? 

•Latever interpretatien we may care to put on it, 
tne general Arab opinion will be that he is acting in 

accordance with tiie wishes of t e British Government. 

To quote ; c ajor (Now Sir Lionel) Haworth ayain. 
M My opinion,if I may be permitted to express it,is 

tnat ior many years our policy in Oman has been ^ron^ 
in its blind support of the ruline Sultans,a support 

diven without enquiry into the reasons for the many 

rebellions of the tribes and which made little 

attempt to improve the Government as it existed. 

Were the circumstances different today,to what they 
were before I would undoubtedly use them to inform 

Saiyid Taimur that he hat forfeited our support but 

I have shewn that we have no ground for this statement 

٩٧ المرجع: IOR/R/15/6/40 حق النشر: رخصة حكومة مفتوحة

 http://www.qdl.qa/العربية/archive/81055/vdc_100044277037.0x000062 :اعرض على مكتبة قطر الرقمية 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100044277037.0x000062?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


"ملف ١٠/XXVIII تقرير عن الأوضاع الحالية في مسقط وتعاملات الولاية مع
القبائل التابعة لها اسميًا." [٤٩ظ] (١١٨/٩٨)

" ’V - IT'., h" 3 * ' ’ '.i IT 

Vk. 

j ...j j> ui aaj. si;! .3 £ i C'i i , x ji Li 'jv' £• • i. 

, 

. . . •* .• • - 

V:. I *:v ,.j .• ■ v: . v,; t u;-;^ ^ ...L, •. ef 

air: . nil -• n bJ. is u, i -j > > s*! *t> t u' 

i£3f» 

. •.) l\ ■ -.u : 

ijB3xiiiw'I :v : 

iri ) T., , i J i t .... ~ - Jq'ic - -'•, ' 

•'.£ fc X .i-.ij. - . '1- . X v. o ; ; : .. 5 

, . - , j . c> j ,'i - ii... x. 

. , v c. ■ •:. t ^ * * - 

13 j a-ii'n *j /• :«QOai lb n» !•. i »xJ 

. xxs ii^x . .... < u ■ " • 

jy.i'l*. ' X i I " ; TO a ^>De/.9Tq v* i' 3i lu. . ...I 

£l®i i~0‘J -S 5Yi; :..t i . £ £1 • UJ v, £Kx f-"iO 

* . isr: ai’?* ir't. ®.iU 'io if '6V‘vL i 

le aiiexJ-o.j e...i i<ti eLdi aneq i©*i ->xx- .oi'xa ix;: eT 

. 

? t? 5 in«ao^ rw titt* l;i Xxorr»oO ,e ;.nilIeiJ;:60 

t c .c x. . • • ) , t> . v J J • ' '•" 

xxx ̂ axi-jA cji i... .r op j.li T noxaico dL-xx i-^xe ,» vi t? i 

»o x;. ..xiovc. - 2 XJ i.i ‘j J . ■ : ■ ho: z^d 

:i , Ji J : f; 'I . X- J i ■: ! .‘X , .• X i. -I,*.- XOl'lC . ' J 

i: ,d 8J5i; iO ax volicq ai.& . : x i^x is* J 

. 

^xxAi-. j. .v x;. i xxxso^sx oj.j cini fiiiinf? aavi;. 

*jXv £i.X ojwj. ji coolu ; .. sneifi^'dt 

.;. > : j ■ x ;v -L • . -- 

n 

ji/. J H • XJJ*. .■•» * X *•> X '' k »- £■ *£ i li-XOXXii 

ins i cii. J Tti ;::ijUoXj on ovxu. jrr i; .; arsr.s ov I 

٩٨ المرجع: IOR/R/15/6/40 حق النشر: رخصة حكومة مفتوحة

 http://www.qdl.qa/العربية/archive/81055/vdc_100044277037.0x000063 :اعرض على مكتبة قطر الرقمية 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100044277037.0x000063?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload
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Sn^a^ements ^/ould became iiapjseible if each sucescor 

^rere to break an en^a^eiuent without warning,because ne 

did not a^ree ritli tlie principles which induced his 

predecessors in their ictlon*." 

Fnatever has been done in Muscat during the past 

eijht years,has been carried out on the recommendation 

or with the approval of a British Officer. 

Gan we in fairness say that any particular action 

taken by the Council of Ministers is futile when we 

ourselves have laid conditions and restrictions on 

these actions ? 

how,when largely as a result of such action,we are 

faced with a biyjer problem,can we withdraw our support 

and leave t ie state to what would be its inevitable fate? 

If I may be permitted to say so,I think that we 

have gradually but imperceptibly usurped the functions 

and authority of the state. The Sultan,mindful of his 

undertaking and realizing that M Important matters" 

is a very elastic term,has _iven ' ,r uy on every point. 

The movement has taken place by such slow decrees 

that we have been unmindful of the ^.rave responsibility 

which such an assumption throws on our shoulders. 
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S. 1320b. Naval Message. (Revised—March 1930.) 
Cal 3igns, Distinguishing Signals, Service Insi auctions, Etc. 
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System or 
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Type of Code 
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Watch 

Reader 

Ldg. hand 
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U88fc87cJ VVt. ^8023/8804. 200M. Pads. 5/30. W. & S. Ld. lE. 1458.) 

Time of 
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Time Reed, 
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Coding Office 
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<”■ Date 
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A 

CO?iyTTTOTTTAI. 
t 

He. 3e>v -S. 

I a jr/q 
1 * 

I 1 -^v 

The Secretary tc the Hcn'tile the Political 

Resident in the Persian Gulf presents his compliments 

tc %{LftUsJ.' A 

and is directed tc transmit tc him the undermentioned 

dcouments , 

British Residency 

and Ocnsuiate-General ; 

3 u s h i r e. 

J7^ . .193/ 

Reference tc previcus ccrresncndence 

Bescripticn cf Enclosure./ 4 

"“1 
I 
« Name and Bate 

'jhe’l+'C' 
/to , ̂  ^O / 

ci. /i+.S’-Z/. 

Suhject 

(?'6.'Tjuv-'isM 

Uy^ ^ ̂ f . 
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"ملف ١٠/XXVIII تقرير عن الأوضاع الحالية في مسقط وتعاملات الولاية مع
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••• '| 

• i 

(Zw I VISIT OF SENIOR NAVAL OFFICER TO TRUClAL COAST* 5th :.;AY 

TO iOth MaY, 1931. 

5th may. KHAS3AB 

T^KIi, »»ALI- Representlag Muscat Government . 

Mudhalfar bin suailira -Guard 25 Rifles from oman 
proper. 

SHAIKH Hilal bin Ali of Khassab (Rani Hadiyah 
section of the 

Al^o present Mohammed bin Sulaiman, sheikh of .cumzae 
^ '•he aon of tne late temporary sheikh oi Ehassab who was recognised by the sultan's tan's Government when sheikh Hassan was impi souea. Mohammea is a Kuxnzarai (Rani shatair~ section of tne Shihuh tribe;. 

f 

AH the above people called upon the senior Naval 
C1ficer on arrival , the call was returned in the after- 
noou by the Senior Naval officer accompanied by the 

Commanding Cfiicers and Secretary. During tne discussion 
on board there seemaa to be an excellent understanding 
between the Wall, Hildl bin A li, and Mohammed bin sulai- 
an anu in ine course oi a franio discussion t..e follov/- 

ixig news v.as elicitedj- 

( a ) R^ DIBAH . 

Shauch S a leh, tn e Shihuh sheiih of nibah 
(Bai 'ahj who ; since his defiance of tne Muscat aovernment 
in tt>e laiaB&ab ^air last year, seems to be recognised 
more and more as the leader not only of tne ^ani 3 hat air 

but also^tivsome extent of the aani Hadiyah section 
tion oi the Shihuu; has been making a move to get on good 
terms with the Wali. T he latter has been approached by the 
Kumzari sheikh with overtures for friendly relations. Sheikh 
Saleh still professes himaelf to be afraid of the British 
Shl 

^ 

S ° hiS Peace -“ a «^ effort’s cannot be m de direct 
Particularly as his fears maxe him give Khassab a wide berth when he journeys by sea f,„ , > sea from Dibah to the t uoi;-,i Coast, it should be noted that this Sneikh never calls o 
ri.M.ahips anchoring at Difaah. only f • ran V tne Jar^ami sheikh call s . 

€ S-'-tjj 
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"ملف ١٠/XXVIII تقرير عن الأوضاع الحالية في مسقط وتعاملات الولاية مع
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(^) Kas-alKhaimah. 

The Wali reported to me that sheikh sultan bin hod 

Salem of has-al Khaimah has writeu him a let .er claiming 
that the hani HauijLah and that Kumzari section of tne 

Bani Shatair arc no longer under tne Muscat Government 

cino. Laat he j Sheitcn Sul tan; claims them as his subjects# 

He proposes to lev^ an annual tribute of 600 Rupees odd. 

The Wali has not as yet answered thepretensious claim of 

the Sheikh of Ras-al Khaimah. 

(c) GENERAL . 

The //all stated tuat he personally was very 
glad to see the four ships anchoring in the bay, it 

would show that the Muscat Government had the support 
O- tn> Biitish ana the eilect would be to keep the shihuh 
trices 1 rom gilying trouble for a space. 

II AFTERNOON h/rffaTING 
On landing we met with a very cordial reception 

and were entertained at the wall's fort. After the usual 

commonplaces a very ling complicated discussion too* 
place. 

(a} The first part ot the discussion dwelt upon 
the question of the sheikh of Dibah's conciliatory advances. 
vances. The Wall repeated that they had come through 
the Kumazarl, but that he was at a loss to reply to them 
without instructions; the matter was dropped at that point 
while the general talk jtook a. unexpected turn. 

(b) The wall turned first to Mohammed bin sulai- 
“ an 0t KU “ Zar andQlen t0 Sheikh Hilal bin A li of ..hassab 
and demanded of them to tell him now in the presence of 
the Senior naval Officer ana hrs officers whether they 
had any treaty or secret understanding with tne sheikh 

ol nas-al-Ahaimah, they enterea a spiri ted. denial 
of having made any such agreement or indeed of intending 
to ao so. but the., sOOi&Sa^SSadmi tted that they had been 
friendly wi tn tne Joswami whion did not me.tn that they 
owed any allegiance to Raa-al -hhuimah. As the Wali had 

‘ 
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The 'Aali has taken st -ps to get into touch with 

mentioned during the forenoon meeting that he wished to 

speaxw to me privatei.y as to' ( the advisability of taking these 

t/o men with him to Has-al-Khaimah to see^ an explanation 

of his demauds from shiexh sultan, i began to see some day- 

li 0 ht through the general maze of intrigue. The Excellent 

understanding which seemed to exist between the Wali and 

two Sheikhs, now appeared to be less evident in the political 

litical sphere, in other words thjjyali distrusted them. 

(c) 
Having taken advantage of our presence to put 

this leading question to them, and having obtained a reply 
which dia not altogether satisfy him the wall kept the conversation 

versation on general lines until the time arrived, for him 
to dismiss the two sheikhs and the remainder of the company. 
He then unburdened his soul to me, put his real suspicions 
into words ana asked for advice. 

Prefacing his remarks witn an allusion to the 
edan ru q e tjaat if no water is availaule to wash before 

prayer then sand is a suitable substitute, by which he was 
understood to suggest that if Mohammed bin sulaiman of icumz® 
ana Halal bin Ali of Khassab were not able of tneir own authority 
thority to resist the pretensions of sheikh sultan of Kas- 

ak-^haimah then they should fall back on ,he general body 
Of their subjects for the necessary support, the Vali proceed 
eed to describe what he thought was the true pos tion. H e 

suspects thit th.e overtures of sheiih 3 aleh of D ibah are not honest tney are intended to throw off the scent of other 
morey important events, sheikh B aleh is in fact doing all in nis power to undermine the sh^ hc*dowy influence of Muscat 
^ ^ penin6ular > wor* he is assisted by H ilal bin A i : 
anu Monammeu bin Sulaiman who are making secret overtures to 
ahemn Suitan of fias-al jaaimah, while s^leh himself i s arrau . 

^ Q1Vert ̂  Wali ' s at ® a «tion by persuading sheikh suits 
leuers incorporating tne demanas mentioned above, 
(ej 
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"ملف ١٠/XXVIII تقرير عن الأوضاع الحالية في مسقط وتعاملات الولاية مع
القبائل التابعة لها اسميًا." [٥٧و] (١١٨/١١٣)

SiieiJch Saleh, and haa intended to write for instructions from 

Muscat on this matter. He was (3$ advised oy me to carry out his 

intention. At first when Ras-a^Khaimah* s claim ?/as put for- 

warn, he had thougnt of gping tu Ras-al-Khaimah with Hilal 

Moh&mmea to see^ an explanation, but his suspicions of these 

two individuals’ attitude being aroused, he deferred taking 

any action beyond informing the Muscat Government and is now 

awaiting a letter from the council. He is very strongly of the 

opinion tnat the Council should reply definitely that the tribes 

bes are not to pay tribute to Ras-al-Khaimah and that it should 

ta^ce steps to reprimand sheikh Saleh of Dibah for his machinations. 

tions. Otherwise he is of the opinion that tin last vestige 

oi tne Sultan’s prestige in the Russ al jibal peninsular will ( 
disappear. 1 agreed with him that he should continue to report 

port on the whole question, to Muscat and should await the 

Council’s decision, rather than go himself to Ras-al-Khaimah 
in the company of two persons of seemingly doubtful integrity. 

x- o.British suoject resident in Khassab was 
ol tne company r he gave it as his opinion that much of the 

trouoie was caused by tne tact that th-^e wali Y ;as trying to 
enioree a tax on the fisheries export trade. 

(g) This Indian merchant said trade v/as bad, the 

people very poor, but he sougnt no assistance for the recovery 

covery of debts totalling 4,000 Rupees which he said were 

owing to him. ae explained tnat the people were so poor they 
could not pay him at present, though if ne had the money he 
would return to India. 

[h) some eight months ago this man bought a dhow 
which was brought into Khassab, having been sailed when found 
drifting and abandoned on the high seas. The transaction was 
witnessed by the ® then wali and a certificate of ownership 
ana registration issuea to the Indian, who has repaired tne 
vessel ana is employing it in trade, now a claim been made 
from cuoai that th= vessel belongs to people of that port who 
threaten to seize it on the sea if met with or if it touches a 
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Debai, He was told that in the meantime he should endeavour to 

obtain coni'!rnation oi tne rumour, Tor it is only a rumour, 

that tne Shei&n of Debai iixtends to seiz.e it. 

(Kj fl) promisea to maa-ejenquiries of the Residency Agent 

ana to report the matter to the Honourable the political Resident 

sident . ihe wali said trjat he intended to seize two Debai dhows 

il the merchant’s vessel is detained at Debai. 

llj ihe tribal matters referred to above i said woula 

be reported in due course to the Honourable the political ne- 

siat-nt and explained that he would iiija.ll probability deal with 
them in due course. 

(m) por himself the Wali wondered what offence he had 

committed against the Government that he should be rewarded by 
being sent to this out of the^ray place to live with a loaded 
rille by his side amongst w goats M not “peox;le M . 
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