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i Very Confidential.
British Residency & Consulate-General.

Bushire, the 14th Novr. 1928,
Demi-official No 407-3.

esenn

fi, b Dusply

I bave read with very great interest your

letter No 132 of the 30th October.

1 doubt very much, however, whether your proposals
really afford a solution of our present difficulties in
Muscat or one that His Majesty's Government would be ready §
to consider. Apparently Isa bin Saleh is now in a
somewhat weak position s¢ that he might be induced again
to coalesce with Muscat under British protection. The ‘
Muscat Government seems to be weak enough and it is z
difficult to see how the coalesence of two weak elements :
will produce strength. We should apparently only be
introducing a new element in taking upon ourselves
the responsibility for an outbreak between Hinawi and
the Ghafiri, giving an additional inducement to the

latter te appeal to outside assistance.

Nor do 1 see how the coalition would affect the

Sur question which would apparently stand very much as it does

£8
o
¥
5
&

=) now, except that an advance by the Hinawi @R Sur would

be nominally at any rate a Muscat advance. But the same

considerations of appeals to outside as:istance would obtain.
Personally I am a little doubtful of the extent

to which Ibn Saud is prepared at present to flout

diplomatic opinion by embarking on aggression and

annexation, and should be inclined to think that he is

M

more likely to content himself at the present stage with a

7
i,

4
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more general widening of his influence.

Again I cannot quite see what we are to do with a
regiment at Sur unless the arrangement is to be more or less
- permanent. When the regiment leaves it will merely be the
difficulty of the ships coming and having to go- as you point
out- except that the stay will be longer. I should imagine
that the position and weakness of Muscat which is well
recognised there and the policy to be observed in the future
will form one of the subjects of the Committee now sitting in

Tondon,” and we may very possibly expect to be asked soon for

7 our views, and obviously something must be done.

As 1 am entirely strange to this part of the country

I feel considerable diffidence in expressing any views. 1 should

have liked to come along to Muscat and have gone into the

various questions with you on the spot, but it seems rather

difficult to get away so soon after arrival.

1 should be very glad, therefore, if you could let me

B/

have a full and free expression of your views. Government
would probably look askance at any long absence by you from " B
Muscat in view of the red hot messages that have been going

over the wires, but it you can be assured shortly that things

have settled down and can safely be left to simmer a bit,

I should be very glad if you could come over here and have

a full discussion with me.

P

o

.o
e
oS/

!

S’h

ﬁm,/a

2e.
Hajor G.P.Murphy,

A
PR -

Ko
o

T

Political Agent & Consul at

Muscat.
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s
British Comsulate and Political Agency. =
Muscat,the 24th November 1928. ‘
3 Demi Official Ne. /5§ 5'_
with reference to your D.0.No 407-8 dated 14tk Nov.
7~ 1928, My letter No 132 was written because I gathered L;}
from Sir Lionel Hawerth,when I met him at Dibba,that £
the whole question of our relations with the Arab 2
side of the Persian Gulf was now under consideration '
and that tae question of a Protestorate over Oman was :
being considered.
In fact,in his repert No 382-§ dated 25tk October, %
8ir Lionel has recommended such a course. _
What is it we are going to protect ? ”
A. A protectorate which embraces & narrew and vulner- ’
able coast line,exposed to raids from the interier,
seems to me an unsatisfacteory solutionm te the situat- f
ionm. f :i{
(A) It weuld net alter our present pesition in the i".?
very least. We are ddready under moral obligatioms te ,§}
protect thies ares. ; S
(B) It would not satisfy the Sultam whe would mot relin ::
Quish kis shadewy authority over the parts where it iz
~ £till exists, without the greatest reluctance. . _:fi::
(C) In the event of the hinterland falling eventually gj
into the hands of tae Wahabis,our positien along the %
coast would beceme untenable. —:{
B. A protsctorate over the portions where the Sultan still i;
exercises shadowy s¥ay,leaving eut the Imams territery, ;i_
would alse seem to me to be unsatisfactory. We would §
Rave added to A. the most &ifficult and wildest parts :
i
S—— — e _,;;-;.,;,
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of the country,inhabited for tae most part by nomads,and
we would not have Lhe assistance of the setiled and

J K wost amenable portiem of the populatiem,who are nearly

all under the sway of the Imam, in dealing with them.

There is alse the possibility of future trouble with the

Imam.

It seeus to me tnat,if a protectorate #s to be decl-
1 ared,the inclusion of the Imams territory ia the Sultan-

ate is a necessary preliminary. -,

Looking at tae subjeet frem & military peint of view,
: if we are to pretect Huscat frem any future invasien by

Wahabis,this wil! have te be done at kram(w
is really lhe key to Oman in the north. Its posseesien

weuld enable the Wahabis mnot enly to invade Oman,but alse I
to raid the Batinah ceast and the Trucial ceast with f "
impunity. ;

Aay protective measures we undertook would have te¢ be ‘
concentrated at that place and not spread all ever the

ceuntry.

Inter tribal feuds and skirmishes occur censtantly and
it would be almest impossible te check tiem oxc;pt oy
inducing the parties te bring their cases before the
Council fer adjudicatien. It was the refusal of Saiyid

Faisal to take the trouble te adjudicate im such disputes 5‘
and tihe censequent lack of any impartial autherity i
befere whom they ceuld be brought,which was the main
cause of the rebellions ef 1895 and 1913,and which led to
thc setting up of another Imam in the imterier.

I have gathered from a study of former rebelliens,
that prier te 1913,they were engineered invariably for

Lhe purpese of placing anether member of theSultan's
famidy en the threne. Prior te that date,tiere does not

T T T

appear te have been any idea of ferming a separate state.
Many of these rebellions,including that of 1895,

—
T
%
¢
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Recident whe had himself served here,te quete chapter :;'

< and verse for all my statements,but it cevers & censider-

able pertion of the facters which will have te be censide
ered if a pretecterate is centemplated.

It seems to me that tie present state ef the ceuntry
is due te the absence of any autherity and net te any
natural prepensity tewards figuting en the part of the
pepulatien. On the whele,the Omanis are net warlike

a and it is really surprising how poaco;ul the ceuntry

is censidering the lack of centrel everywhere.

e

I realize the matter will have te be examined fully
in detail by semeene in higher autherity befere it ceuld

P TR |

be censidered by H.M.Gevt. but I think the questien of
inclusien er exclusien eof Isa bin Saleh's territery
should be decided befere the declaratien eof any pretec- §
r erate. When ence he was assured against attack frem
Ibn Saud, there weuld be ne inducement for him te jein. B
Our task ef comselidating the state would be mere diffi-
cult, alse, witheut his assistance.

I de net anticipate an immediate agyression on the

part of Ibn Saud and the idea of Akwan raids did net
emanate from this office, as I peinted eut in my D.O. ]-
Fo. 152 dated 218t November. All I anticipated was a

gradual undermining ef authority through Wahabi machina- '%ﬁ
tions which might lead to a local conflagration in which ;
the country would become exhausted ?5’ an easy prey te

‘& subsequent annexation by Ibn Suud;?ﬁho suggestion put
forward in my letter No. 132 was not intended as a solu-
tion of the Sur question which I think will have to be
decided first.

Since you have asked me to express my views fully I
think it necessary to peint out that I do net agree with
the view that the Sultans of Muscat maintained tneir
authority in Sur by playing off the Bani bu Ali and the
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