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No: 75 of 1901.
British Residency and Consulate-General,
Bushire, /f{%w st 1901,
S
ol 2%
Lieut-Colonel C. A, Kemball,
Offg: Political Resident
in the Persian Gulf,
M's. Consul and Political Agent,
MUSCAT .
£
Sir,
I have the homour to acknowledpe the receipt of your
Jetter No. 285, dated 23rd July,1901, and to forward for
your information copy of a letter which I have addressed
to the Government of Ind}a on the subject.

s I am instructing the Residency Agent at Shargah to
ascertain quietly how the Shargah Chief looks on the matter
of his possessions on the Batineh Coast and what tribute
he now gets out of the vargous places.

= I shall be obligec if you will inform me more exactly as

- i to the limits of the Sultan's possessions North of Dibba.

Khassab
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~ C:mf; denlial
No: f4& of 1901.
British Residency and Consulate-General,
Bushire, /?{ZgUﬁusﬁ 1901,
Lieut-Colonel C. A, Kemball,
Offg. Political Resident
» in the Persian Gulf,
S. Barnes Esquire,C.S.I.,
Secretary to the Government of India
r
in the Foreign Department,
SIMLA.
SIr;
I have the honour to forward, for the imformation of
the Government of India, copy of a report submitted by
i 5 Captain Cox, Political Agent at Muscat, on the subject of
% a place called Khor Fakan on the Batineh Coast of the Gulf
of Oman.
I am at present only in a positiow to submit an ad-interim
report on the subject, but the matter is one of consider-
h ol ¢

able importance and it is advisable that the Government

i of
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3. Using Admiralty Chart No.753 of 1872 for reference c - t ”

and following it$ Spelling to avoid confusion,I propose,in the F ¢

S

first place,to record seriatim the state of things at present, J

existing in each locality along the coast from Muscat north-

e i

wards,as it appears from circumstantial evidéence and informa-

tion gathered from the natives,in order that you may be in.a

B

position to foxm your own opinion on the facts.elicited. I
S§hall afterwards venture to submit,for such consideration as 1 ‘ i
they may deserve,the conclusions to which I have myself been
brought in view of the correspondence which has recently pa.sAsed
in connection with the possible aims of Foreign Bowers in these
waters. i
4, The jurisdiction of the Sultan of luscat along the ;
 ;

Oman Coast northwards from the capital

{ MUSCAT to MUREIR. to the 25th parallel of latitude just

beyond the village of Mureir, admits i

| of no doubt. It is generally recognized,and as things go ef-
fective, falling as it does within the districts governed by R 3 PS
! & His Highness’s Wa.l]': at Sohnit;. ‘
: Up to this point the line of low-1lying coast which forms the
froptage of the narrow belt of fertile plain known as the 3 -:_/-
"Batineh" is unbroken by any abufment. of the Maritime Range 3

upon its shores. dJust beyond Mureir however this Batineh

‘ plain comes to an end,or rather is broken up by irregular i
clusters of foot-hills,until eventually a spur is thrown for-
ward to the sea just short of Khor Kalba,b5 miles from Mureir,

which feature may be considered to;form the natural northern
boundary of the Batineh Coast. — - 3

S _

5. From Khor Kalba the chain of desolate mountains, re- e

tiring again for a time from the sea, describes a semi-circle,

having the coast line for its chord, and a diameter of 9 or 10

miles,and encloses within the arc the vil=-

KHOR KALBA lages of Kalba,Gharfah, Fujaira and Sakam—-

! KHOR FAKAI. kam, just beyond which a second spur is AL

‘thrown out seawards.

E Then
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o o — RS T
“ —— e

X
»

it is mahifest that the Chief of Shargah is at present unable E 1

| which have come to light in the course of the present dispute, ~
l to accord his quasi-dependent that protection and justice -

which the latter is entitled to expect from him by virtue of -

SXSR,

|
i
“ such an agreement as that abovementioned.

B

¢ Between Khor Fakan and Ra; Dibbae. lie seven small villages,also
belonging to the Sharkiyeen. These are generally subgect to

the Jowasmi feudatory of Khor Fakan but the status of one or

G
T

two of them in which the influence of Shaikh Hamad bin Abdulla

-

of Fujaira is paramount, is affected by the question now at

! issue regarding the last named village. 1
6. On rounding Ra§ Dibba we come within the purview of

the port of that name,the southern half of which,

DIBBA. as mentioned in my previous :epdrt is likewise sub-

AT e ——

n ' ject to Jowasmi influence, having,until lately,

N

i

{ been held in fief by another relative of the Chief of Shargah,
! namely his uncle Ahmed bin Sultan. This Shaikh died however

| at Ras el Khaima during the past year and the inheritance has, S p &
% } I understand,descended to his son Rashid, who will presumably ] i

levy dues from the community during the present season. I ap-

pend as an enclosure for ready reference in the above connec-— E

4
N

tion a Tamily tree of the last few generations of the Shargah

family.

The northern half of the ba¥ is occupied by the Shihooh under

a Shaikh of their own,especially appointed by the tribe for !

the maintenance of order in a community which circumstances ren- !

! der motley and fluctuating; the fact being that during the sum-
mer montha large numbers of Shihooh flock in from Kumzar and
other Tishing villages along the coast,the well to do in order ; g

to tend date gardens which they themselves possess,and the

!‘ poorer among them to work for hire in the plantations of others.

From Dibba a well defined camel track winds through the hills

and crosses the promontory to Ras el Khaima on the Pirate Coast ,

b % meeting the Ras el Khaima-Bereymee road on debouching into the {
E mapitime plain. North of this tracE the country is a maze of S ;

barren
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& Leaving Lima the "Redbreast" entered the Duhat Kabal, & | %
in the innermost cove of which inlet dwells

¢ DUHAT KABAL. a small permanent community of the Shihooh,

SR

i consiBting of 4 or 5 families living in rude {

| shingle huts and passing their existence in a state of peaceful

SR ey

and contented poverty. .They possess a few goats but their

main staff of life is a shell fish of the strombus family which

e

abounds in the shallows of their cove.,

These people were the wildest met with and disappeared into #

the hills on the approach of the "Redbreast", and although she i e

ded to come on board,the womeh and children never appearing.
The men had no firearms and those we met were perfectly friend-

1y but having never seen a white man or a steamer before were

naturally scared and apprehensive.

.- e

anchored there for 2 days only two of the men could be pursua- i (
¥
1
§
J
§
Y
I
f

The two days spent here were occupied in an excursion to the

summits of the neighbouring mountains, guided by one of the i

local natives,in the hope of falling in with other Bedouin Shi- s H
hooh, but owing to the drought just mentioned the two or three ‘

{
natural reservoirs for rain water that we visited were dried i

up and the usual encampments in the vicinity deserted.

Three shepherds were however met with,who,like their comrades

down below,carried no arms and were very frank and friendly.

| 2 Asked how it wa$ that they could thus wander afigld unarmed they

|
{ &8 replied that they had no need of weapons as their enemies the i
: Jowasnmis .could. hot penetrate to their mountain haunts by land }
and the "Ne.éara"(i.g:.‘mglis}i) gave them immunity by sea. The f
"Nasara" seemed to be to them a mysterious institution,T might ! P o |
almost say fetish,which they did not profess to understand, but ! ,\
with regard to which they were comtent to know that it made the ¥

3 [ 7
.3 §ea safe for them. I found this sentiment agreeably prevalent B

not only here but in all the out-of-the-way places visited in

these waters,bothon the coast and in the group of islands in

e

the southern part of the Persian Gulf. Natives met with who

had never before seen a white man at close quarters and to E AR

£

U
*

whom the explanation "Angrez" (English) in reply to queries as

"to who we were,of itself conveyed nothing, invariably followed

up
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| bgtween the two seas which wash the promontory,there is a small 2 B &

e

break in their occupation of the coast line,which nevertheless g

is tenanted by a tribe to a great extent subject to them.

In each of the next three bays are villages of the Zahooriyen & ;

(1.) KUBEAT GHAZIRA (plural of Zahoori), a tribe of Ghafiri

(Malcolm’s Inlet.) persuasion whose hame has not been

+ e

(2.) KUBEAT SHABUS before mentioned. The names of their !
(8.) DUHAT SHISA. | villages on the eastern shore of the

promontory are:-

eyemrerTy

Habalein i
In Kubbat Ghazira‘{Makaka | o |
Filam 3
‘In Kubbat Shabus. . Shabus i
In Shisa « . "« .. Shisa
The political status of this tribe is peculiar and needs ex-

planation,

They claim to be part of the powerful Zahoori tribe inhabiting

i e R S———

the Bereymee oasis and the Dhahireh district of Oman but admit
that they have long since separated. At a later date I saw a

good deal of the Bereymee stoc%;who distinguish themselves by

using another form for the plural of their tribal cognomen,viz

Zowahir instead of Zahooriyeen,and I questioned them regarding
i their kinsmen on the Bast coast. They said that they were § R
aware that the tribe in question claimed kinship with them and 4
while not prepared to disprove the claim to a common origin they

had at any rate nho present connection with the dwellers on the

coast and were for all intents and purposes a distinct tribe;
L belonging as they did to the Hinawi persuasion while the Bah-
= ooriyeen posed as Ghafiris.

W “The Zahoori villages referred to on the Musandam Coast are

i\ merély fishing hamlets whose occupants maintain themselves du-
ring the winter months by piscatorial enterprise. During the § ij

summer, from May to September,with the exception of a few indivi- E

|
t
|
it
‘ duals left behind for care-taking purposes,they migrate bodily
|

to Dibba,Khor Fakan or Khasab,where they bivouac in the date

L

E plantations and attach themselves to one of the communities at "
B i those places. While on the Musandam €oast,which is their per-
manent home,they necessarily follow the fortunes of the Shihooh

\
1
& ul who
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f

—
N\

Here the people unequivocally and unhesitatingly acknowledge E 3 o

e e e N

the sovereign=ty of the Sultan of Muscat and aver that the
whole of the Shihooh country is his territory and that all the
! Shihooh, except those occupying the village OF Shuam and the villages west
of it, ‘who from their situatioh have become dependent on the Jow-
a.sméés of Ras-el-Khaima,are the loyal subjects of Seyyid PFei-
sal and ready to fight for him when occasion demands. |
As this is the principal Shihooh-cum~-Kumazireh viéla.ge,the ex-
o

pression of the above sentiments by the elders isAsome impor-

tance, but nevertheless needs to be discounted to some extent
as the inhabitants knowing that I was Consul at Muscat and a
friend of the Sultan would be inclined to exaggerate their ex- I

pressions of good will to him in order to please me.

ST T —

Kumzar possesses no cultivation whatever, but. they own 40 or 50 ]

4 small sailing craft and 3 or 4 dhows which ply to Linga and the

T

! ; Batineh Coast of Oman with dried fishfor sale. None of their i
; dhows engage in the pearl fishery, but a few individuals among \
i them take service on board Shargah and Dabai pearl- fishing 3 A
L ‘ vessels.
] i As they possess no plantations in Kumzar or its dependent ham- {
q lets,no duty is paid whatever in those places but during the =L t
date season all but about 200 of the community migrate to the

date gardens of Khasab and Dibba and then pay whatever local = ]

&= dues are there in force. D
11. The KHor Ghub Ali is tenanted by three small hamlets

1 : of the Shihooh and Kumazireh.

KHOR GHUB ALI In the Elphinstone Inlet there are 5 ot ]
KHOR~-ASH-SHEM : ?

or villages, Shema, Sibi,Mada, Kanna. and
! (Elphinstone Inlet) X
KHASAB. Nazifi. i

- o These are all tenanted by the same Zahooriyeen mentioned as : 3",

occupying the coast on the other side of the Maklab ‘Isthmus,

?s'* in Malcolm’s Inlet. Like their fellows the inhabitants of these

villages migrate in a great measure during the summer months

& put while in their permanent guarters they are included among

e

the Beni Hadiyeh section of the Shihooh. Here they pay no

'l tribute of any kind,but those among their aAumber who own date

} ' gardens
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"Like the others they pay no tribute to the Sultah or any one
else but express friendly and loyal sentiments towards him and
their Shaikh abovementioned periodically pays a complimentary visit to
Seyyid Feisal in Muscat and has Jjust now done so.

Their particular friend in their own neighbourhood is the .Trucial
Chief of Debai,who is also a firm friend of Seyyid Feisal,and
in any ordinary dispute which they could not settle locally they
would in the first place ask the former to arbitrate before ap-
pealing to distant Muscat.
A short distance beyond Tibba the mountain chain throws out a
pronounced salient to the waters edge,making a palpable terri-
torial boundary,and then receding again, leaves at its base a
gradually widening maritime plain resembling the Batineh belt,
until finally it niakes a complete change of direction to the
south and leaves the coast altogether.
The inhabitants of the Shihooh villages,lying in the plain
just mentioned,viz Shuam,Ghaleeleh,Khoweir and Raiis are for
practical purposes cut off territorially from the rest of their
tribe and although in the event.of a general Shihooh Tising
they would no doubt throw in their lot with the Shihooh,they
have for reasans of present expediency become subject to the
Jowasmi of Ras-el-Khaima.
Beyond Tibba therefore the influence of the Sultan direct or
indirect does not now extend apd this point may be taken as
the 1limit of the territory which can be held to fall witﬁin

the scope of this report.

13. The conclusions to which further acquaintance with
the subject have brought me differ little from those expressed
in paragraph 6 of my letter No.¥34 dated 28th August 1901 to
your address:
They are briefly:-
(a.) .[That as far as and including Mureir the Sultan’s
jurisdiction is effective and indisputable.
(b.) That from Kalba as far as and including the
southern half of Dibba the coast is subject to

Jowasmi influence,which however is ineffective

and
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|
E" ; .As to the Selection of the alternative it is beyond my provihce A ;
to offeriany remarks but I may perhaps be exoused for expressing g

the opinion that whichever direction the decision of Government

take there should be no delay in following it up with such pur-
suant action as will serve to strengthen the position adopted
against future question,

14. In this latter connection the following possible

measures suggest themselves to me:- e &

(a.) It will have been gathered from paragraphs &

and 6 of this report that such jurisdiction as s

A e

exists in the tract between Kal-

THE EXTINCTION OF E |
4 JOWASMI JURISDICTION | ba and Khor Fakan,and again at r
b ON THE OMAN COAST, | I '~ =~ it = ; ,

. Dibba, is not exercised in any

R —

way by the ruling Jowasmi Chief himself,but that

the said ports having been originally alienated

by his grandfather and uncl?iare now possessed

by the descendants of the latter; peTSops who

! do not trouble themselves about the tranquility ”
of the country but who it may be presumed are

b merely concerned in making wha{ income they can

i

!

/

L'* ; out of it during the date Season. In any case i S
l }‘ it is evideént that at the present epoch the Tru-

‘ |

cial Chief of Shargah who should be responsible

for the maintenance of order in the tract in

question,is unable to control it or to‘give ad-
»zw : equate protection and jﬁs@ice to persons,like the
{ Shaikh of Fujaira,residing in it. The result of
! this state of things is,as you are aware from

'U correspondence ‘which has passed between us,that

the non-Jowasmi Shaikhs of Khor Fakan and Fujaira

have during the past year both offered their alle-
giance to the Sultan of Muscat and appealed to

him to take the country over and save them from

Under these circumstances iﬁ ‘seems worthwhile

considering whether the Sultan as soon as he

becomes

i
i
|
| |
= Jowasmee oppression. s ; 2 P
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Isthmus itself',

This measure should in my opinion be carried out by the Res-
ident tggogghng:i.%ggf’p?eggggn;e Pt.‘:’%ﬁ?ek ;S;L'ff!afgtgf
Musgcat,who could subsequently be informed verbally by
the Political Agent,if he asks any questions,in the

sense abovementioned.

The Government of India is,I htink,well aware that from a clima-

tic point of view the Elphinstone Inlet can only be described
as an Inferno during the hot weather months,any current of air
that penetrates it being heated up by the sunbaked hills over
which it passes,and blowing through it as a Turnace.
To take the other alternative: if Government decide that it
will be more convenient to consider the Isthmus and promonotory
as part of Muscat territory covered by the declaration of 1862
the Sultan should I think be pressed to assert himself in that
neighbourhood as soon as he gets his steamer,by appointing Wa-
1is at (Dibba), Lima,Bokha and Kumzar; a measure to which I do
not antigipate that ahy opposition would be offered by the
tribes concerned 6 long as no fresh impositions were laid upon
them.
A copy of this report will be forwarded to the @Government of
India by the next mail.
I have the honor to be,
SIR,
Your most obedient servant,

PPRE waacow,

H.B.M.’s CONSUL & POLITICAL AGENT, MUSCAT.
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