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CONFIDENTIAL. 

No. 209-S of 1936. 

The Hon’ble the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf presents his 
compliments 

to 

1. 13ae Foreign Secretary to the Qovernment of India, 

Hew Delhi. 

2. The Political Agent, Kuwait. (T 
' 

V >3 

and has the honour to transmit to him 
a copy of the undermentioned 

document { 
f/ 

British Consulate-General, BUSHIRE. Dated.. 16 tb: Hare h' r9*36 v 

Reference to 
previous correspondence 

Description of Enclosure. 

Bagdad de 3patch 
T o .118 

• 

(258/5/36 ) 

, 
dated the 3rd llarch 1936, to H.¥ ? a 
Secretary of State for Foreign 

ATfal re, London. 

Formation of an 
Iraqi River 

Fleet. 

ocOco 
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No. 118 
♦ (258/5/36) t 

. BRITISH 3MBASSY> 

BAGDAD. 

3rd March, 1936. 

Sir, 

I have the honour to report that the Iraqi 

Goverrment are 
taking steps for the formation of a anall 

river fleet. This idea may have Been suggested to them 

By the existence of a Persian fleet with its Base at 

Mahammerah, But I have little douBt that they have Been 

Brought to the point of action By their experience during 

the Euphrates rising in the spring, when two armed 

vessels which were 
hastily fitted out By the Director 

of the Port of Basra rendered considerable assistance 

to the Government By their successful operations in and 

about the Hammar lake. 

2. Colonel Ward, who ms asked to submit recommendations 

ations regarding the type of vessels required, informs 

me that the government have now 
practically decided to 

purchase five vessels 
- 

one 150 foot quarter paddle 

Wheel vessel, two 100 foot quarter Paddle Wheel vessels, 

and tv/o 45 foot motor Boats, 'ihe Inspector-General of 

the Iraqi Army 
was consulted regarding their armament, 

which will Be as followss 

The 150 foot vessel. 

One 3.7* howitzer. 

One 12-pounder gun. 

Two Stocks a Mortars with 4 mountings. 

Eourmachine guns. 

Ihe Right Honourable 

Anthony Eden, M.C.,M.P., 

e tc 
•, 

etc 

./ 

... 

•> etc 
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Pour machine guns* 
^ach 45 foot motor boat 

* Two machine guns* 
3. The cost of this fleet, which is estimated at 
ID.127,000, 

is to be spread 
over three years, and a 

draft 
bill 

now 
before parliament provides for the allotment of 

ID.60,000 during 
the coming financial 

year. Colonel 
Ward informs 

me that this 
sum will meet the cost of the 

largest 
vessel and her 

a 
mament, and that ha i 

8 
only 

awaiting the formal santion of parliament before calling 
for tenders. 

4. I am 
sending copies of this despatch 

to His 
Majesty 

s 
charge d’Affaires at Tehran and to the Political 

Heal dent in the Persian GUlf. 

1 have the honour to be with the highest resepct, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient, 

humble servant, 

ARCHIBALD CLARF-KEBR. 
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CONFIDENTI AL 

No. 
0/166 

4 

ri’ ’ 3>7 

The Hon’ble the Political ResidenTm the Persian Gulf presents his 
compliments 

to 

The Political Agent, Kuwait. 

and has the honour to transmit to him 
a 

copy of the undermentioned document^). 

Office of the Political Resident 
in the Persian Gulf, Oainp Bahrain. 

Dated.... aa th. .IhUhhh, ..X2A 

. • 

^■'1 

. 

Reference to 
previous correspondence: 

a 

■ 
: 
*$■ 

■ 
Mr—If 

U L 
... >■ 

V Description of Enclosure. 

Name and Date. Subject. 

India Office Telegram ITo. 

4733 dated 13th March 

194^. 
Admiralty of "our Iraqi 

Patrol Vessels. 

Proposed purchase hy 

/ 
b 
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iice 
t 

iuoadou. 

AuOmssador, Baghdad* So.304 

Oomiaander ia 0hi©f»Ka8t indies. 

Polltioal Resident# at Bahrain. 

*0,47M. 

Dated 13th received 15th March 1943. 

Your telegr<iia 339 of* February 3ath. 

Iro^osed purchase fcy Atuair^lty of four 

Ira^i patrol vessels. 

please now endeavour to an for sale 

of these four vessels to us. fe are 
j^re^red to *ay 

£ 50000 if they 
are in good condition. 1 understand tnat 

Guilder’s price in 1937-38 was £ 12650 each without 

armament and that price for howitzer and for «achine runs 

with which each ship 
was fitted was £ 300 per vessel. It 

has not been possible to ascertain the cost of mortars. 

2. You may point out to ira^ Government 

that 
as r»hat-el-Arab is one of our 

vital lines of communication 

munication we shall certainly do everything in our power 

to safeguard it. irinolpai danger still lies in mining 

by German aircraft. There is now also possibility of 

submarine threat by Japan but we consider we should be 

in a better position to deal with this threat if 
we have 

these vessels at our free disposal. 

- 
RETAXANDUM 

- 

m \m 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 

No. 
a/194 

The Hon’ble the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf presents his 
compliments 

to 
CONFW 

:he I oli ti cr’ 1 Ag ent, Kuwai t. 

Knti‘ 
• 

4/f // 
l 

t/ 

l ̂  y 

and has the honour to transmit to him 
a copy of the undermentioned 

document^). 

British Consulate-General, BDBDIRE. Cainp, Bahrain. 
Dated.. 20 £UJ 

. 

4 

. 

9 

. 

42 

. 

Reference to 
previous correspondence: 

Residency Printed Letter 

dated 16th Larch, 2.>42. 

Description of Enclosure. 
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IMPORT A3ifr 

Ttilegr&a 3. 

From India of rice, “onCon. 

To Political Resident 
§ 

Bushire* 

Bo«4869. 

Bated the 17th March l94ii* 

(Relayed 
under Bushlre telegram Bo•518 

dated and reoeired 19th March 1942)* 

tfollowing from Poreitp Of: ice to la^dad Bo.316 

March 15th repoated Coiaraaridor-ln^Chicf Kast Indies ! o.4 

ilinietai' of Otate^a office Cairo (for Coruaend er- 
in-Chief 

Middle 
i>a«t} 

Bo.404 begina* 

'4y telegram ilo.304 March 13th* 

trn.ii Patrol Vessels* 

General Officer Coiii^naing Tenth Army will no 

doubt imve told you that Goatjuander*in-Chief Middle hast 

wishes two of tuese resuela retairied on tus 
Tigris* 

2. Please arrange for General Officer CoKr^anc irjg 

to ta..e imtter up with Senior Bawal Officer I ersi&n Gulf# 

It is lioped here tiutt Baval and 
Military authorities will 

be ci)ie to reach 
agreement locally 

on their respective 

requirements* 

3* Until tuis point has been cleared up you should 

say nothing to Iraq Government* 

•Secret ry of State for 
India. 
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