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No. 209-3 or 1936. ; C

The Hon’ble the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf presents his
compliments to

1. The ¥Yoreign Secretary to the Jovermment of India,-
New Delhi. I

% The Political Agent, Kuwai te e
(q¢ —

and has the honour to transmit to him a copy of the undermentioned

document (7)/

I

British Consulate-General, BUSHIRE. Dabed..teth..umh, 16365

Reference to previous correspondence :

Description of Enclosure.

Name and Date. Subject.

Bagdad despatch “0.118.(258/5/36),
dated the 3rd March 1936, tc H.M’a
s-orctgr;- of State for Moreign
Affalrs, London.

Formation of an Iragi River
leets

—— ooowo---
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No.118.
(258/5/36)

BRITISH EMBASSY,
BAGDAD.
Srd March, 1936,

8ir,

I have the honour to report that the iraqi
Govermment are taking steps for the formation of a small
river fleet. This idea may have been suggested to them
by the existence of a Persian fleet with its base at
Mahammerah, but I have little doubt that they have been
brought to the point of action by their experience during
the Euphrates rising in the spring, when two armed
vessels which were hastily fitted out by the Director
of the Port of Basra rendered considerable assistance
to the Govermment by their successful operations in and
about the Hammar Lake.

2. Colonel VWard, who was asked to submit recormend-
ations regarding the type of vessels required, informs
me that the government have now practically decided to
purchase five vessels - one 150 foot Quarter Paddle
Wheel vessel, two 100 foot Quarter Paddle Wheel vessels,
and two 45 foot motor boats, the Ingpector-General of
the lraqi Army was consulted regarding their armament,
which will be as followss

The 150 foot vessel.

One 3.7" howitzer.

One 12-pounder gun.

Two Stockes Mortars with 4 mountings.
Fourmachine guns.

..‘/...

The Right Honourable
Anthony BEden, M.C.sM.P.s
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Zach 100 foot vessel.

One 12-pounder gun in the bow.
Two Hortars with 4 mountings.

Four machine guns.

Bach 45 foot motor boat.

Two machine guns.
3. The cost of this fleet, which is estimated at
ID.127,000, is to be spread over three years, and a draft
bill now before prarlimment provides for the allotment of
ID«60, 000 during the caning financial year. Colonel
Ward informs me that this sum will meet the cost of the
largest vessel and her amament, and that he isg only
awaiting the formal santion of parliament before calling
for tenders.
4, I am sending copies of this despatch to His
Majesty's Charge d*Affaires at Tehran and to the Political
Resident in the Persian @if.
I have the honour to be with the highest Tresepct,
8ir,
Your most obedient,
humble servant,
ARCHIBALD CLARK=KERR.

Avydan
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CONFIDENTIALL ‘ :
No. /166 Q‘T“\’ 0 37

The Hon’ble the Political Residemt—in the Persian Gulf presents his
compliments to

The Political Agent, Kuwait,.

and has the honour to transmit to him a copy of the undermentioned
document(‘).

Office of the Political Resident
in the Persian Gulf, Camp Bahrain, 3 )
ulitexGeneial, BUSHIRE. Dated....165Lh. March,.. 1242,

: -\-'-."4)

\,,.

\Refereuce to previous correspondence :

Description of Enclosure.

Name and Date. Subject.

India Office Telegram No, Proposed purchase Dy
4783 dated 13th March 1944. Admiralty of four:Iraqi
Patrol Vessels,
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Telegram Se

Frow India ,fice, London,

To Ambassador, Baghdad, No,304

Rerpeated Commander in Chief,Bast Indies,
Political Resident, at Bahrain,

No,4783,
Dated 13th received 15th March 1942,

Your telegram 229 of February 28th,

¥roposed purchase by Admiralty of four
Iragl patrol vessels,

Please now endeavour to arraage for sale
of these four vessels to us, Ve are yrejarcd Lo pay
£ 50000 if they are in good condition. 1 understand that
builder’'s price in 1937-38 was £ 12650 each without
arsament and that price for howitser and for machine guns
with which each ship was fitted was £ 300 per vesszel, It
has not been possible to ascertain the cost of mortars,

2, You may point out to Iraq Government

that a8 Shateel-Arab is one of our vital lines of come
munication we shall eertainly do everything in our power
to safeguard it, rrineipal danger still lies in mining
by German aireraft. There is now also possibility of
subwarine tureat by Japan but we consider we should be
in a better position to deal with this threat if we have
these vessels at our free disyposal,

- RETAXANDUM -

BRITISH
Avydan
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CONFIDENTIAL. A/@
: @

No. 0/194
()ﬂk

The Hon’ble the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf presents his
compliments to

T CONFII

Knwi

ébm<d11:~l' 7¢{ff:££

The Yolitical Agent, Kuwalt jfccmmmmmmmm—m

and has the honour to transmit to him a copy of the undermentioned
document(tj.

British Consulate-General, BESEHIRE. Dated..2Q%h. Maxeh,.. 942,
Camp, Bahrain,

Reference to previous correspondeunce :

v 3
Residency Printed Letter NGT/;;lss

datedc16ph Mareh, 15423,

Description of Enclosure.

Name and Date. Subject.

G

: Q
India Office telegiig/ﬁo. Iraq Patrol Vessels,
4869 dated 17th lMarcth 1942,
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23/19

) ;
India Of 'ice, “ondon.

To Yoliticsl Resident, Bushire.
1044869,
Dated the 17th March 1942.

{Relaycd undsr Bushire telegram 5o.518
dated and received 19th March 1942).

IMPORTANT

Following from Foreign Office to Dagdad No.316
March 16th repeated Commander-in-Chicf East Indies No.4d
Hinister of Otate's office Cairo (for Commander-in-Chiefl
#iddle Bast) No.404 begins.

My telugram H0.304 Mareh 13th.

Iray Patrol Vessels.

General Officer Commmnding Tenth Army will no
doubt have t0ld you that Commander-in-Chilef Middle kast
wishes two of these vesnels retained on the Tigrie.

2. Please arrange for General Officer Commandéing
to tace matter up with Senior Haval Officer Fersian Gulf,
It is hoped here that Naval and Military authorities will
be able to reach agreement locally on their respective
requirements,

3. Until tnis point has been cleared wp you should
say nothing %o Irag Government,

-Seoretery of State for
indiae

BRITISH
Avydan
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