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Copies of correspondence from the British Minister in Saudi Arabia (Stanley R Jordan) to the Foreign Office,
dated 2 March 1944, and subsequently forwarded by the India Office to the Government of India, describing the
Ruler of Saudi Arabia, Ibn Saud’s [‘Abd al-‘Aziz bin ‘Abd al-Rahman bin Faysal Al Sa‘Gd] request that Britain
send financial and military advisers to Saudi Arabia. In his correspondence Jordan describes Ibn Saud’s
dissatisfaction with his country’s financial structure, and his stipulation that the adviser should be a Sunni
Muslim, as most of the work would be based in Mecca.
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Telegram u(Fad)e

From irdia Office, londone

To Government of India, New Delhi.

Repeated Folitical Resident, Bushire.

ne. 6709 U
pated 19th received 20th March 1944.

DIPORTANT o

Ibn Saud hae reguested that His Majesty's Government
should semd a ¢ senior military expert accompanied by four or
five oapable ofTicers representing different tranches of
service to Saudi Arabia to train and establish his small army
on sound medern linec. He stated that he did not wish His
Maje sty 's Govermment to tale away officers serving with
fighting forcem but considered some reserve officere or some
incamcitated and unfit for active service would be most auit-
able. He requested that they should be Sumi Moslems and
asked for early nomination amd arrival. He added that

were prepared to train his army but that he looked
w for e assistance he required.

2. Ibn Saud also stated that he was very disappointed iq
with the financial control in Sauli Arabia and begzed that
Hie Majeety 's Government would at once send & Government
finaneial expert to reorganise the financial structure and
establish it on a firm basise A® most of the work will have
to be done in Mecca he requested that expert should be Sumni
Moslem. A8 in matter of military expert he emphasised great
importance which he attached to ewrly seleotion and arrival
of expert and begzed that His Majesty 's Government would not
disappoeint hime

3e I ehould be grateful if you wuld telegraph ? as to |
whether there is amy likelihood of India being able to P {
financial end militery 9 rts in event of it being decided
that we ¢ rather than ould provide them. Both
matters WILl provably have to be discussed with Stettinius
Mission's arrival at the end of month. Var Office has been
consulted ard has no objection to best way oute

RHL,
isce

Bri tish Residency & Consulate-General,
No. 269-S. Bushire,
the 22nd March 1944.
Copy forwarded, with compliments, to
1. The Political Agent, KUWAIT.

24 The Polit ical Agent, BAHRAIN.

BRITISH
Avydan
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