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About this record

Copies of correspondence from the British Minister in Saudi Arabia (Stanley R Jordan) to the Foreign Office,
dated 2 March 1944, and subsequently forwarded by the India Office to the Government of India, describing the
Ruler of Saudi Arabia, Ibn Saud’s [‘Abd al-‘Azīz bin ‘Abd al-Raḥmān bin Fayṣal Āl Sa‘ūd] request that Britain
send financial and military advisers to Saudi Arabia. In his correspondence Jordan describes Ibn Saud’s
dissatisfaction with his country’s financial structure, and his stipulation that the adviser should be a Sunni
Muslim, as most of the work would be based in Mecca.
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~— 
CONFIDENTIAL 

61/U 
Kuwait Receipt ‘ Dated n / c/ 

From Irdia office* London* 

To GoTormient of India, Mow Delhi* 

Repeated Political Rceidoit, huehire* 

Me* 6709* 

Dated 19th received 20th iiaroh 1944* 

IMPORTANT • 

Ibn Saul hot re^ueeted that Kis Majesty *a Oovernoent 
should Bend a ? aenlcr military expert accompanied four or 
five capable off ic e re rep re e en ti ng different hranchee of 
Service to Saudi Arabia to train and eetablieh his email army 
on sound modem linec• He stated that he did not wish Hie 
Majesty *8 Governsent to take away officer© serving with 
fighting forces but considered some reserve officers or some 
incapacitated and unfit for active service would be most suit* 
able* He requested th*t th<$ should be Sum! Moslems and 
a&ked for early nomination and arrival* He added that 

Aperioum were prepared to train his army but that he looked 
to us for the assistance he required* 

2* Ibn Baud also stated that he was very disappointed 
with the financial control in Uaudl Arabia and begged that 
His Majesty v & Government would at once send a Government 
financial expert to reorganise the financial structure and 
establish it on a firm basis* As most of the work will have 
to be done in Mecca he requested that expert should be sunnl 
Moslem* as in matter of military eapert he emphasised great 

importance which he attached to early selection and arrival 
of e^ert and begged that His Majesty f s Government would not 
disappoint him* 

3* I Should be grateful if you would telegraph ? as to 
whether there is any likelihood of India being able to supply 
financial end military ? experts in event of it being decided 
that we ? rather than America should provide them* Both 
matters will probahly have to be discussed with Stettlnius 
Mission's arrival at the aid of month* T^ar office has been 
consulted and has no objection to beet way out* 

RHL. 
iso* 

.No • 269-S. 
’Bri tr&’h Re eid'en cy &’ Consulate- General", 

Buahir e, 
the 2and March 1944. 

forwarded, with compliments, to 

The Political Agent, KUWAIT . 

The Po 1 it ic a 1 Agen t, BAHRAIN. 
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CO^KgKK'mL. 

^°* 535-S 

co h’Fir, E C R E T 

Km Ytrv 
"V 

J’jLL 

The Hon’ble the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf presents his 
compliments 

to 
The Political 

Agent, Kuwait. 
^ 

The Political 
Agent, Bahrain. 

and has the honour to transmit to him 
a 

copy of the undermentioned 
document(s). 

British Consulate-General, BUSHIRE. Dated. 
..^6. 5th June 

J.944 

Reference to 
previous correspondence: 

Description of Enclosure. 

Name and Date. 
Subject. 

His Majesty*s Minister, Riyadh ,telegrams Nos.6, 7 
and 8 of 2nd March 1944 to 
Foreign Office. 

FINANCIAL AND MILITARY EXPERTS 

FOR SAUDI ARABIA. 
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Rece'ived 
under India Office Printed Letter Nc.Nil datdd 

10th I areh 1944. 

With the compliments of the Under Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs. 

(CYPHER) 

E. 
140S/325/2_ DEPtiRTi ISKTivL No.2 

K1C ; RIYiiDH T O FOREIGN OFFICE 

. 
Llr. Jordan. 

. 

o. 

D. 9.50 a.rn. 3rd 
larch 1944 

R-12.15 p.m. 3rd March 1944 

2nd March 1944. 

Repeated to H. 

. 

Min telegram No.11. 

Secret 
My telegram No. 58 

Conversations with Ibn Saud and his advisers in Riyadh 
over last four days have followed closely on’ lines set out in my telegram under reference. They have turned chiefly 

on 
questions 

of 
supplies, transport and finance. 

2. Until this orning Hafiz V/ahba and Yusuf Yasin 
were 

present 
at all conversations and on one occasion also Amir Saud. 

3. This 

• 

orning however Ibn Saud wished to talk to 
me 

privately 
and confidentially. Conversation lasted for nearly two hours 
and turned around above-mentioned questions. 

4. Finally Ibn Saud staed he was very 
dissatisfied with financial. 

ancial. control in the country and begged that His Majesty's 
Government.would at 

once send a Government 
Financial.expert to 

this country to re-organise financial structure and establish 
it on a 

firm oasis. As most of work will have to be done in 
Mecca he requested that expert chosen should be 

a 
Moslem of 

Sunni persuasion. He had 
no 

doubt such 
an 

expert could be found 
in British territory and he attached greatest importance to his 
early selection and arrival. He begged that His Majesty's 
Government did not disappo nt him in this to. 

him, 
most important 

matter. 

5. Please see my 
immediately following telegram regarding his 

second request. 

( Copies sent to Mr. 
Smyth) 

(CYPHER) 
DEPART; E NTAL. PC .2 

stated that he had appointed 
Amir.Mansur, 

one of 
his 

sons as 

FROM RIYADH TO FORMIGF OFFICE. 
Mr. Jordan 
No. 7 2nd March, 1944. 

D. 10.00 a. m. 
3rd 

; lar 
ch' 44 

R. 12.30 p.m. 3rd March *44 

\ Repeated to .E. Min. telegram No. 12. 

IMMEDInTE 
SmCRET 

My immediately preceding telegram. 

In the course 
of confidential interview Ibn Saud 
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& 

u S' 

Corarnander-in-Chief .Saudi Arabian Army, He had every confidence 
in Llansur, v;ho was 

both intelligent and loyal. He knew little 
of army 

matters, however,'nor did Saudi Arabian officers. For 
this reason he 

requested that His ajesty’s Government would 
send 

a 
senior military expert accompanied by four 

or 
five 

capable officers representing the different branches of the 
Service to Saudi Arab 

a 
to train and establish his small army 

on 
sound modern lines. 

2. As in the case of 
financial expert he attached 

greatest 

importance to this matter and sincerely hoped His 
Majesty's 

Government would accede to his request. .He did ;Ot wish His 
Majesty's Government to take away officers serving with the fighting forces but considered some reserve 

officers 
or some incapacitated and unfit for active service would be most 

suitable. He again requested that they should be Moslems of 
Sunnir persuasion and begged for their early nomination and 
arrival in this country. 

3. He added that He knew the Americans were 
prepared to train 

his army and had even offered 
to do so 

but that he did not 
wish to let them do this. His faith 

was in his 
Majesty's 

Government and the British and he looked, to us 
for the assistance 

both in financial and military latters which le now 
requires. 

( GY PHER) DiAhmT' 
: 
EHTaL NO 

. 

2 

• 

FRC' :_Rr nhk 

_ _ _ 

ICh• 

Mr. Jordan. D. 9. 50 a. i. 
3rd mar cl; 

1944. 
hcg._ 3_ R 12.15 p. 

. 

3rd ‘arch 1944. 

2nd 
March,1944. 

, 
Re oeated to An. Min 

: 
c.13 

II I.EDM .TE 
EECi ̂ MT 
My telegrams Nos 6 and 7 to you. 

I cannot stress too strongly the importance which Ibn 
Gaud attached to his request 

(group 
undec.? for) financial and 

military experts. A refusal on 
the part of His Majesty's 

Government to either or 
both of these requests would cause him 

grave 
disappointment. 'He realises that United States ould like 

to take over 
training of army and its officers but he neither 

wishes their interference in internal administration of the 
country 

nor can 
they supply Moslem officers. 

2. He has for 
some 

time past realised the rottenness of 
the financial administration of the country. 

" 
It is like date 

palm 
wood/^", 

he said 
" 
whereas I wish it to be as 

sound 
as 

steel 
and only the British 

can 
help 

me 
in this respect." 

3. I venture to hope.that in the best interests of the 
country and 

our 
friendly relations with Ibn Sard.you will accede 

to his request. 

4. I did not want to raise the question of payment for 
these services and suggest that in view of financial penury 
of the country 

we 
should shoulder the burden at present. 

( Copies sent to r. 
Smyth.) 
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