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About this record

The file consists of a single item of correspondence from the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf
(Lieutenant-Colonel Sir William Rupert Hay) to the Commonwealth Relations Office, London, concerning communal
relations between Muslims, Jews, Sikhs, and Hindus in the Persian Gulf.

The enclosures to the letter include a copy of a letter from the Ministry of External Affairs and Commonwealth
Relations of the Government of India, alleging acts of looting, rape, and murder by members of the Muslim
League against the Jewish community in Bahrain, and asking the Resident to take measures to ensure the safety
of Indian nationals there. The Resident in response acknowledged that some anti-Jewish rioting had taken place
in Bahrain in December 1947, and mentioned rumours of intended attacks by Pakistani Muslim employees of
Petroleum Development Qatar against the Company's Sikh employees in Qatar, but felt that no special measures
were required for the protection of Indian nationals in the Gulf.
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SECRET 
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4l+ 'Indexed ^ 

The Political Resident, Persian Gi 
his compliments to 

EXT^^ 

821 

19 ^ 

W/ presents 

i2) 

T~, 

nm rv o 
1 “Hn 

^ ~ 
H.M^. Secretary of State for Commonwealth 

, 
Relations, 

United Kingdom High Commissioner in 
Ind^a, 

-■ . 
NEW DELHI 

^ 
A. 

United Kingdom High Commissioner in Pakistan, ^ J 

KARACHI 

and has the honour to transmit to him the undermentioned 
document(s) 

. 

PERSIAN GULF RESIDENCY, 
BAHRAIN 

. 

Dated the 12th March, 1948 

. 

REFERENCE TO PREVIOUS CORRESPONDENCE 
: 

------------ 
% 

Description of enclosure 

Name & Date 

Ministry of External Affairs 
& Commonwealth 

Relations, New 
Deljii, D.G.No.F.17(18)- AWT/48 

dated 19th February, 1948 

Subject 

commun/al 

sitvation 
IK THE PERSIAN GULF 

Residency D.0.NO.565-S dated 
11th March, 1948 
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D.0.No.g.17(18)-AWT/48 

Ministry of External Affairs and 

S E C I 

Commonwealth Relations 

New Delhi 3 

The 19th February, 1948 

Dear Sir Rupert 

i 
reproduce below extracts from 

a 
letter dated the 

10th January 1948 from the Hindu and Sikh residents of Bahrain:- 

,r *i/e 
.... 

beg to approach the Government of India.... 
with the first hand information 

on 
the 

communal, 
situation 

in the Persian Gulf, particularly in the Bahrain Islands. 

2. Since long time 
some 

Muslim Leaguers have befen doing 

open propaganda against Hindus and Sikhs 

.... 

It reached 
its intensity after getting intermingled with ,the 
Palestine agifcfetion. Only 

a 
few weeks ago the Jews 

were 
subjected to loot, rape and murder and the repetition 

can be 
expected 

on the 
Hindus and Sikhs 

.... 

The local Arab, Persian and Baluch inhabitants 
are 

in full sympathy 
with the newly-born 'Muslim Nation*." 

We shall be grateful if 
a 

full; report 
on 

the communal situation 

in the Persian Gulf could be furnished to this 
Ministry, with 

your comments. 

2. The Government of India would be glad if such measures 

as are 
possible could be taken to ensure 

the safety of Indian 

Nationals in Bahrain. 

fours sincerely 

Sd/. 
H. Dayal. 

To 

Sir W.R. Hay, K.C.I.E., C.S.I., 

Political Resident in the Persian Gulf 

BAHRAIN 

8Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/3972. Copyright for this page: Unknown

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100060315073.0x000009

http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100060315073.0x000009#share?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100060315073.0x000009?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Coll 30/228 'COMMUNAL SITUATION IN PERSIAN GULF.' [4v] (9/13)

i 
L 

. 
.1 •• 

.. 

.t ,/.ur 

- 

V 
■ 

? 9 
j- 
! ?nvvno g ) 

/ 
9 

■ 

j J- b ‘isctiB/ 
*3 

moil •.•id' c*' v 
ol^d dowboiqsi i 

-uiiBin bl lo-' adv?bi:?.;vi xlbi-; bn.-- nfnx- Grid moil 8MI 
^i.fijjnsu 

r.101 

>n.i lo -i^vg) r.r.'l iio.oo-xqq.s oJ 

.... 
e. u no.; 

- 
;jj;, 

la Is innnoo or 
-t n > 

noidB.isiolnx bn 
i 

i-ii 1 ©j 

j 
ill.; 

.abnolax ...tr-ins •: ©lid ni yliBliuoidi 
3 ; 

.lluO n.viais'i ©iid nl 

9 no2 ©mid gnoX 
©on. 

1:1 .S 
Id 

.... 
i 
< 

jo 

a 
*• ■ 

odd 03.3 2 ow v 
1 

. - 

vlnO .noUlllv; onxdao 
.0 

. 
iio.l.: 11 © -oi 

©riJ 
3 •!•.• 

j'ujm Jn- oq n- ? 
-dooX od 

;)©dfo 
>ubxjc 

1 i©v. Xsool Oil; 

.... 
r.. 

iici 
: 

c.;.)Oxii'. oiij no b looq 
.o ck. hog 

. 

dnqrva .r.lJl ax 01 5 a:J 

. 

'c 
n 

ni 

. 

ojjX.; ; 
. 
,1 

■ 
jxeia 

. . 
x*. 

* 

\ n-ibnl lo 
r- 

X yin an© oX 191 X y. r-lnoo ©Xdisaoc. 
©‘i a 5 

.aiaici.o 
ix 

alo 
ox 

? 
..r 

-i ©or 
Xa sn/jol 

^ . 

[. 

. 
j { • 

x 
, 

X 

, . . 1 ^ . . 
c. : 

J ni XaabiaaH IooxjXIox 
v 

9Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/3972. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100060315073.0x00000a

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100060315073.0x00000a?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Coll 30/228 'COMMUNAL SITUATION IN PERSIAN GULF.' [5r] (10/13)

BSSMI PEPSIAM GULF 
BAHT, AI 

g.0.Wo.666-S Dated the 11th 

Please refer to your demi-official letter NoeF.17(18)- AtoT/48 dated the 19th February, 
1948, 

about the communal situation |/^in 
the Persian Gulf. 

2. There 
was some' 

anti-Jewish rioting in Bahrain at the 
beginning of December, and subsequently some anonymous 

posters 
appeared in the Manamah bazaar threatening both Jews and Sikhs. 
There 

were 
also 

Rumereue rumours that the Pakistani Muslim 
employees 

of Petroleum Development 
(Qatar), 

limited in the Qatar peninsula 
intended to attack the Company's Sikh employees. As a 

result most 
of the bikhs in Bahrain and Qatar have left for India. 

3. So far as 
Indian and Pakistani subjects 

were concerned to the best of ray 
knowledge 

up to date there have been no 
actual 

incidents of a 
communal nature. There is 

no 
sign of tension 

between Hindus and Pakistani Muslims and 1 hardly think it necessary 
at present to ask the Bahrain Government to take any special 

measures for the 
protection of Indian nationals, especially 

as 
such 

measures 
might have 

a 
provocative effect. The anti-Jewish disturbances 

ances 
at the beginning of December arose 

suddenly and were 
of short 

duration. Since then the situation has been normal and there is 

no reason to 
think that the Bahrain Government's police would not 

be able to deal quickly and effectively with any communal trouble 
that may arise. Should however the situation show any signs of deteriorating I will do my best to see that 

all possible 
measures 

are 
taken to ensure the 

safety of Indian nationals in Bahrain. 

4. In Qatar special police officers have been appointed from amongst the Oil Company's employees and given powers to enable them 
to deal with communal trouble should any arise. 

&• No reports have been received of any communal trouble 
elsewhere in the Gulf States. 

Sd/- W.R. Hay. 

H. Dayal, 

Minist 

Esquire, 

ry of External Affairs & 
Commonwealth Relations, 

Government of India 
> 
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