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About this record

The file concerns the emigration of thousands of people from Iran to the Arab coast of the Persian Gulf after
they had become dissatisfied with administrative measures imposed by the Iranian Government, particularly the
forced unveiling of women.

The papers include: the despatch of two agents by the Iranian Government to the Trucial Coast to induce
emigrants to return; correspondence between the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf (Lieutenant-Colonel Sir
Trenchard Craven William Fowle) and HM Minister, Tehran (Sir Horace James Seymour) concerning the diplomatic
consequences of refusing entry to the agents; and further reports of the actions of the Iranian Government and

its agents that resulted in emigration to the Arab coast.

The file includes a divider, which gives a list of correspondence references contained in the file by year.
This is placed at the back of the correspondence.
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Translation of article * ATROCITI 18

IN CHARBAR DISTRICT" published in the weekly the
"Baluvehistan® issve Yo.35, dated Karachi Igt November
1986 -
( Page 12 Oolumns 3 & 4),
FEUDAL CFIRFS® ATROCITI®RS IN CHAEBAR DISTRICT,
Having seen the other day & heading like the above

in the newspaper 'Itihad-i-Baluchen® and having read
the news pubhliched below 1t & lementaticn was stirred
within my heart and T tried to find out the facts about
these atrocities. T met some of the refugees who had
lately arrived here and made an enquiry from them on
the subjeet, While driefly stating the information
that T have been given by these refugees, I wovld
request Mis Majesty Reza Shah Pehlevi, to have mercy
upon the oppressed people 2and not to alleow that the
Sardars with their men %0 remain unbridled; to take

some measures to check the Feudal Chiefs from oppressing
y

and to extinguish the fire whieh has not completely
been pvt out yet by the water of His Majesty's justice
and kindness so that the remeining ryots may remein in
their home at peace and to pray for His Majesty's long
1ife.

The state of affairs is ss vndert-

That Serdear Yir Abhmad Khsn and ¥ir Sahban Ehan who
ere appsrently in the service of the Iranian Governm ent
bhave, through thelr ervel men, begim oppreseing the
people in ¥Mahu =nd Dashtiari, district of Charbar, so
nveh 8o that many have migrsted from there to escape

thelr ervelty and plundering.
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¥ir Sshban may be a servent of the Iranian
Government but there does not seem to be any check
on his doings nor is there any responsibility for
his evil deeds, Fe therefore considers himself an
independent and ireesponsible Ruler and he with the
assistant of Vir Ahmad snd many other tyrants oppress
the people. He has begun muleting the people and
imposes on them his own taxes whieh he recovers from
them over and above the Govermment's, =nd those who
plead to be poor and unadle to pay these he beats them
and takes away their date-trees amd boats.

This is a deseription of the doinge of Mir Anhmad
Khen and ¥ir Sahhen Khen. The doings of other Sardars
will be published in a subsequent issve of this
newspaper. In the meantime it is requested from His
¥ajesty Reza Shah to bestow attention to this state
of affairs and order that the cruelties should dbe

StO'DT)eﬂ ©

Copy sent to H.¥.Ninister Tehran No, 18, Govt. of
India, Foreign an @ Politicel Department, New Delhi,
Tndia Office, Tondon, Politieal Agents, Bahrain and
Yuseat Yo, 330,
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(P.2. 9070/36)

Extract from Bushire Residency Diary for the month of

1. It is reported that in pursuance of the discarding of the

veil and emancipation of woman, the Ammieh Guards on Hindarabi

October, 1936.

Island (25 miles north of Lingah) tried to force the female

population to discard their veils and shrouds, bat as the

Islanders are orthodox Muslims (of the Sunni Sect) they

arrested the guards with the Mudir of the Customs, bound them

hand and foot, kept them in confinement and then emigrated to

the Oman - Muscat territory.

300 souls.

2. Another renort states that in Tumbak, Kushkonar, and Mialu

Their number 1s said to be some

small towns in the Shib-Kuh region, an Amieh officer shaved

the beards of some 30 greybeards, Mullahs and Qadhies there

by way of enforcing the westernization reforms which have been

adopted from the beginning of the current year.

This measure

being heretical in the opinion of the people of the towns

most of them left their homes and established themselves in

Bahrain, Muscat territory and the Trucial Oman Coast.
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Ny

®

L Habib Reza Larl is evidently the individual mentioned
in my telegram 8 of 238rd January but insteed of holding an
exalted position of a "Persian doctor in the Diplomat ic

A\

gervice" is an Iranian medical doctor of doustful qualifica-

tions,

S. Political Agent, Bahrain, should report anything
he hears of the activities of these individuals on the Arab

side,
sd., T.3.Fowle,
Lieut,-Colonel,
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf.
Attested.

it

for icercm to the Political
Resident in the Persian Gulf,

BRITISH
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f:i/f/

wad address—not to any person by name, but to
““The Under-Secretary of State,” Foreign Office, London, S.W, 1

In any further communication o n this subject, please quote

1314 [ ai

Nz ¢
THE Under-Secretary of State fhr I‘(xlgﬁxihn p!(’}(n ‘)11
compliments to _#e Heolen / ﬁw&’ %\
& S and, by directién of Lh( Secretary of State,

transmits herewith cop~/ of the under-mentioned paper.

Foreign Office, { ' W
oAb Ly, 1987

§é

(—

iy A
Reference to prc\ﬁuﬁ.)s”cgfrcspond('nw <
\'oj‘l"‘n»

Brlne €£74~_\, Mlo{/nm_),7/\{¢-¢d? ool o Foclia %“

I)ceulptwn of E nclos‘mc

Name and Date. | Subject.

-

o/

W Bproaa olse, | Lgrclin. of ante Ptaia
|

Similar letter sent to
14-6130 14007 (4}
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Telegram (en clair) from Mr. Seymour (Tehran).
28th January, 1937.
D. By Bage. 28th January, 1937.
R. 22nd February,l1937.

No. 3. Saving.

Following telegram has been sent to Bushire, No. 4 of
26th January, 1937.

Begins:

"Important.

Your telegram No. 8.

We cannot trace any doctor of that name in diplomatic
service nor throw any light on the report.

2. I am uncertain as to procedure by which Persians
normally visit the Trucial Coast. Foreign Office circular of
10th March, 1932, states that foreigners require entry visas.
As regards Persians I believe that friends or relations on the
coast sometimes obtain permit for their visitor through the
Resident Agent. But the large imnigration last October suggests
that visa is not always insisted on.

3. If Political Agent, Bahrain, instructs Sheikhs that
the two men should not be allowed to land, is there not risk
that in complying, Sheikhs will add that they are acting on
British instructions? Contrast with October could not pass
unnoticed and our consular officials on Persian coast may even
find themselves accused of having enginsered the emigration.
This risk would be avoided if mission had fair field for
failure.

4. I agree that alleged object of visit is unobjectioneble

as far as concerns us, and from Tehran point of view would

prefer

|
a
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o

prefer forbearance in this case for citation on some future
occasion or negotiation. But I realise that I am inadequately
informed as to strictness with which visa is insisted on, and

? | unable to estimate effect on Arabs locally of a blind eye policy

in this case.

%
5. If entry is refused Iranian Government could represent

with some apparent justice that malcontents from Iran are freely
J permitted to enter whilst obstacles are placed in the way of
| Irenian officials. An accusation of this kind would be difficult
ﬁ to deal with and I suggest that having ignored the irregularity
in one case we are in a bad position for now insisting on strict
compliance with the regulations."
[ Ends.

Addressed to Foreign Office No. 3 Saving, repeated to

pr—

Government of India No. 2 Saving.

f oy R §
" : /
e N W =5 S SO —L.Wm-‘

—
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en clair) from M

(by bag).

No. 5 Saving.

He

NO_DISTRIBUTION,

Seymour. (Tehran)
28th January, 1937.

28th January, 1937.

22nd Pebruary, 1937.

Following telegram has been despatched to Bushire.

No.5 of 28th January, 1937.

"your

Addressed to Foreign Office, No.5 (Saving), repeated

to Government of Indisa,

telegram No.10.

Begins: -

I concur". Ends.

No.4 (Saving).
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Telegram S.

From YeM.Minister, Tehran.
To Political Resident, Bus

No. ; I {

DMPORTANT .

Your telegram NoeB.
We cannot trace any doctor's name {n tae
Diplomatic Service nor throw any lignt on tne report.

26 I am uncertain as to procedure by wanicn Persians
normally visit tne Trucial Coast. Foreign Off ice circular
of 10ta Maren 1952 states tnat foreigners require entry
visas, As regards Persians 1 believe tnat friends or
relations on thne Coast sometimes obtain permit for thneir
fisitors thnrougn tne Res idency Agent. But tne large
immigration ot last October suggests tnat visa is not
always iusisted ou.

3 If Political Agent Banrain instructs Snaikns
tnat the two men should not be allowed to land is tnere not
risk that in complying Snaikas will add tnat tney are acting
on Britisn instructions ? Contrast witn October could not
pass unnoticed amd our consular ofric ials on tae Persian
coast may for instance find tnemselves accused OI naving If

engineered emigration, 1rnis Trisk would be avoided it mission

nad fair tield ror failure.

4, I agree taat alleged object or visit is un-
obgectionable as far as concerns us and Irom tae learan & |
point of view would prefer iforpearance in tnls case for ‘
ecitation on Some future occasion or negotiatious. But I
realise tnat I am inadeguately informed as to tne strictness
witn wnicn visa is insisted on and unable to estimate effect

eye
on Arabs locally of a blind/poliey in tnis cases
5./

o
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!
j Se If entry is refused vergian Govermment could |
: represent with some apparent justice that malcountents ;
i |
l from rereia are freely permitted to enter while ‘obstacles )
-y * o are placed in the way of rersian officials. An accusation ‘1
| ! of this kind would be difficult to deal with and I suguest XN :
i t that having ignored the irregularity in one case we are in b
{ L b
¢ a bad poaition now to ingist on strict compliance with the
i
reggulations. ’.
J SEYMOUR. \
: y/
-~
| | |
' }
4
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i D7
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i
t '
Telegram 8. ;B 7 4
f I lZ "‘f i
From Political Resident, Bushire. i
i L7 +
To H.M.'8 Minister, 10 e T GO L AR

gopy by post to Seeretary of State for India, London.
. » " ®» Government of India, New Delhi,
. . " . olitieal Agent, Bahrain.

No. 10,

nated the 27th Janusry 1937.

Your telegram 4,

/nile objeect of mission is unobjectionable in itselfl
ghaikng by their treaties witn us are precluded from naving
any relatione with Foreign Powers such as direet dealings
with this mission would involve., Moreover such dealings

would form an undesirable precedent.

2. On the other hand T quite appreciate arguments
you adduce against instructing Snalkhs not to allow the

mission to land for lack of visa.

3. 1 propose therefore to instruct Political Agent
Bahrain to inform Shaikhs that snould mission materialise
(it may after all be a mere rumour) they snould te allo ed
to land, gut that if mission approacn Shaikhs on behalf
of Tranian Govermment Shaikhs should reply that they are
precluded by their treaties with us from having any dealings

with the Agents of Foreign Powers,

4, 1 would then report to you &and Iranian Government

could perhaps be reminded of tnese treaties wnich nave been

3 ///ﬁ communicated to them vide Legation despeten 131 of 17th
- —

LY
:J Mareh 1934 to Toreign Office.

5. Do you concur from yaur point of view?
-Britconsul,

e

BRITISH

Advyan
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9.
Telegram Qe
7 From His Majesty's Minister, Tehran.
) To Political Lesident, Bushire.
No. 5

1&'1),21- e

1937 J

Dated 28th received 29th Janua

Your telegram 10.

I concur.

- SEYMOUR -~

e —————

BRITISH
Avydan
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[

Telegram Qe

Prom rolitical xesident, Bushire.

To ' Hai's Minieter, Tehran. :
o Copy by post Hoa'e secretary of state for India,
. : Londone

Govermment of India, Foreign and
volitical Department, sew Delhi.

political Agent, Bahraine
No. 8
pated 23rd January 193 .

Following from rolitical Agent,
Bahrain beginss-

Residency Agent reports that it is rumoured
strongly that one HABIB RADHA LARI “rersian
doctor of Diplomatic service® with aa Iranian
sartip has left jehran for vibai {where he
has relations) amd K and possibly Kas al
¥haimah to induce Iranian emi grante to retura
to Irane :
2., I suggest that we J—u jnstruct xesidency
Agent to waru shaikhs that these mea have no
visas aid should not be allowed to land. KNS

l; I do not see how I can raise
ouom.h the object of the iission, though it
may be objected to by the u-smf[‘cm it is
priwate or official party should have visas from
ue and I propose instructing volitical aAgent,’

# ;  Banrain, to act as suggested in hie paragraph 2.
Have you any comments ¥ Grateful for early reply.
~ kesident.
3
BT L k- V4

BRITISH
Avydan
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|
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& DECYPHER QF TELEGRAM.
From Political Resident in the Persian
Gulf to His Majesty's Minister at
[ | Tehran and repeated by the former
| to Secretary of State for India.
! Dated Risher, 29th January, 1937,
Received 20th January, 1987, 1-16 pemm.
4 X
: i
11/112. Addressed to Tehran, repeated to
-— Secretary of State for Indias and Government of India; copy
by post Bahrain.
f ) - Paragraph No.1l of my telegra: No.8, January
M 11"( gt
¥ ; A 23rd, copy seny by air mail to the Secretary of State
} g
s b wi/mw °| and copy sent by sea mail to the Government of India.
; { A IdT
"~ ( ) For Kalat read Kalba.
-

s e e PSP WS-

R SN ——

&

) FE

5

L3

BRITISH
Advyan
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HeJ.Seymour Bequire,C.M.G.y0.Ve0e,

Copy 8

Gulf.' [23r] (45/48)
oy é’ ! A " 3 22;
s : sy X )
\‘ ) The ilesidency, ':‘;w \;

Bushire, the 7th December 1936,

Do Qe N0, ‘

1t my intareh® Pos to jesrn that I mave
received 8 letter from the Jhaikh of ¥alka to the
effect that some four hundred of the Bani Hamad tribe
of chiru, Iran, have migrated to his iState on sccount
of dissatisfaction with the administration of the
Government of Irans their particular grievance, I

understand, belug the unveiling of women.

2, Some thousands of individuels belonging to
Iranian coastal tribes have migrated to the Trueial
goast in the last few years for more or less similar
reasons, fhe Shalkhs of the territories tg which
these Iranians hgve migrated, and who are the persons
most concerned, do not apparently object to this
influx and I do not propose taking any actiom in the
magter, i thought, however, that I might mention

it,

1 am sending a copy of this letter to

detealfe, Jalton and Logh,

Yours s incerely,
8d.T.C.Fowle.

His Majesty's Minister,
Iehran.

dia offcee

RS

SRESSSE A G

%&“—-ﬁ'w“&:*‘-“‘
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