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Dali^d the 19th May 1945. 
^j] 

y ' 0 ' 
'V J i 

^ j. k^" 
My tolegram No* T/93 March i3th O.o 

— 

Plaaao inform Sultan that Cable station 

at Klior Kuwai has b 2 sn closed. 

-OA1XCWA.1- 

CCIL I^KII^L. 

Ho. 540-S 

peraian Gulf Residency, 
BUSHIHB. 

Bated the 19th May f 45 

Copy forwarded vdih compliments ti 

1 

REC3. ¥iA- 

_r JUN1945 

INDIA O! 

li.M f e Secretary of State for India 

India Office» 

lendon. 

2. The Secretary to the aovernmenfc 

of India, in the Internal Affairs 

Bepar tment • 

Haw Oalhi 

3. Senior Hayal Officer, Persian Gulf 

reference 
Residency 

} indorsement 
HOoC/80 dated 
13/3/45, 7 

l*" referenoe hit tcXffi^siD Ko. 0715 2 dated the 18 th 

llsj 1945. 
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station at Khor Kuwai. 

3d. 
' 

A.C. GALLOWAY. 

Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 

... .ID . 

■wU * 

for Secretary to the Political 
Resident, Persian Gulf. 

LB. 
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Reference correspondence ending with 

your endorsement I’o.465 Nover.fber , Btn 1944. 

Sultan states Wali of Khasab has informed 
him that Cable and Wireless have established an ’'office 
at Khor Quwai. He asks if information is correct. 

2. I suggest I reply that Navy took a cable 
loo ) to their base at Khor Quwai and that this forms 
nart of their war establishment. I might add that I understand 

stand that cable is likely to be removed very shortly. 
(There is some talk of this). 

3. Kindly telegraph instructions for rejhly 
to Sultan- 

- Political - 

S S C it .b T 

No. 467-S 

PERSIAN GULF RESIDENCY 
BUSHIRE 

10th May, 1945. 

Copy forwarded with compliments to - 

H.M. Secretary of State for India, ) 
India Office, London. ( reference 

) Residency 
Secretary to th6 Government of India ( endorsemBnt 

in the External Affairs Department, ) No.C/80 '*9 c> 
New Delhi . ( dated ihth / 

) March 
The Senior Naval Officer, Persian Gulf. ( 

' 

£££& m, 
* Way 1945 

INDIA OFFIQI 
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RLE COPY should be addressed to Jldmiralty, S.W.I 
tary of the Admiralty, Lon*' " ’ The Secret 

^ V r “ 11.01 
on the outside of tf as well as in the text} 

Y/hitehall 9000 
Extension 88 

S.W.I. 
25 /m envelop^ 

Sir, c^- 
i 1945 j S 

,Vith refere“'lb A<3Si?a^y Letter 
i606/i*4 of the 2nd September last and 
to subsequent correspondence (Ext.4231/44-) 
about the Naval W/T Station and Cable Station 
at Khor Kuwai, I am ccrunanded by My Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint 
you for the information of the Secretary 
of State for India in Council, that 
arrangements are now in hand to close the 
Cable Station, although the cable will 
still be left connected to the island. 

2. No change is yet contemplated in 
respect of the W/T Station. 

I am. Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 

The Under Secretary of Si 
India Office, 
Whitehall, 
S.W.1. 

2 3 MAR o/iq j 
’ IN Pi A uFriQ£ ( 
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Pol 

Telegram. 

From. 

To. 

No. T/93 

Dated 13th March 1945. 

kst * 

litical fAgent, iluscatV] 
il. 

1299 

Q 45 
Your taiegraTTTbT^ ’STS'^larch 11th. 

Please reply to Sultan th*t ^avy took loop from 

Muscat - Bahrain cable to their base at Khor Quwai, that 

station was erected by and is maintained by Navy as part of 

their war establishment, that it is not a ,, public ,, station 

and that it is required for war time purposes only. 

Please add that it is regretted that Sultan was not 

informed in advance as by oversight details were not 

communicated by Service Department concerned. 

PRIOR 

— 

SECRET 

No. C/80 

Office of the Political Resident 
Persian Gulf, Camp, Bahrain, 

13th March, 1945. 

Copv forwarded with compliments to 

H.M*s Secretary of State for India, ) reference 
India Office, London . ) correspond 

) ence endin 
The Secretary to the Government of ) with India 

India in the External Affairs ) Office 
Department, New Delhi . ) express 

) letter No 
The Senior Naval Officer, Persian Gulf,Ext. 4805/ 

4^,^3/n/ 
44. 

P4 L 
7 9 MAPI 7945 

fNDJA 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, 

Departmen 5M-11 NT, 
/} r 
fa ; ; 

EXPRESS LETTER: 

! C A /> ' CTv rV-V* — t --mtw 
[AN B % —This is an ORIGINAL MESSAGE, sent by post to save telegraphic 

expense and undue use of the wires, but intended to be treated, on 
receipt, with the same expedition as if it had been telegraphed. To 
save time and formalities it is worded and signed as if it had been 
so despatched,] 

H 

Froai 

Political Resident, Persian Gulf, 
3UDNIRL 

To 

No. 790-J 

Retaxandura, London . 

Dated 15th October 193 4.4 

Your Printed Letter No. Ext. 3896/44 of lOtfci September 1944 

Grateful if you would supol 2 / me witj* copies of the letters 

referred to in paragraph No. 1 of Admiralty letter Ho. M. 1606/44 

dated the 2nd Jeptember 1944. 

3d./- GEOFFREY PRIOR 

Political Resident, Persian Gulf. 

ATIE3TED 

Resident, Persian Gulf. 

S. 6. 
MFP— 501 S&P —(M-820)—23-7-36—300,000. 
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I'V^arv/vn tolZ, 
arraQJly < JX cm QtJuJlaJUli. 

^^CrJkj^rrijJLy OtJCJUUr'S' 

(Sgd.) R. PEEL, 

.61 
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© 

X am now able to say that we see no objection to 
your agreeing with the view of the Political Resident that 
no special conmunication should be made to the Sultan about 
the cable station at Khor Kuwai, though it will no doubt be 
an well, in view of the term of the war subsidy agreement, 
that the Sultan should be infoimed orally by the Political 
Resident when a suitable opportunity occurs. 

I am sending copies of this letter to Callender 
(Foreign Office), Lewis (G%P.O.), Zambra (I.C.A.C.), 
Wethered (P. & T. Censorship), W/T Board, War Cabinet Offices 
and War Office. 

Yours sincerely, 

F.A.K. Harrison Esq., 
India Office, 

Whitehall, S.W.l. 

21Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/3860. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100058825247.0x000016

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100058825247.0x000016?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Coll 30/126(2) 'Persian Gulf. Naval Base at Khor Kuwai. Erection of Wireless
Transmitter and Call Station' [11v] (22/74)

U I > 

22Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/3860. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100058825247.0x000017

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100058825247.0x000017?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Coll 30/126(2) 'Persian Gulf. Naval Base at Khor Kuwai. Erection of Wireless
Transmitter and Call Station' [12r] (23/74)

© 

23Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/3860. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100058825247.0x000018

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100058825247.0x000018?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Coll 30/126(2) 'Persian Gulf. Naval Base at Khor Kuwai. Erection of Wireless
Transmitter and Call Station' [12v] (24/74)

24Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/3860. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100058825247.0x000019

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100058825247.0x000019?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Coll 30/126(2) 'Persian Gulf. Naval Base at Khor Kuwai. Erection of Wireless
Transmitter and Call Station' [13r] (25/74)

I Ext* 2^233/44.,. 

DRciFT L ETTER . 

H*D. Sam\xel, Esq,, 
Admiralty. 2 6 S£? 1944 

•'V 
Dear Samuel, 

With reference to your letter of the 2nd September, 

No. M.l6o6/A4-> regarding the opening of a cable station 

at Khor Kvcrai, you will now nave seen the telegrams 

which we have exchanged with the Political Resident 

in the Persian Gulf. Unless the Admiralty see any 

obSection we are prepared to agree with^the^ Political 

Dhonld oo Resident that(the cable station at Xhor R 

ux? 
U. 

"1-ri tft 'f^ir—ri mlenn ^ 

\tkast no^communicatioj? need be made to thy Sultan.- 

I am sending >ies of tins lettqr to Callender 

"f- ̂  f ^ \ (Foreign Office/, Levp.Si s ̂&#P.O.) Zandra (l.C.A.C.), 
I / . ^ . 

, ^ 1 ’ \ Altham (Admiraaty) Wethered (P. <yT. Censorship;, fc. JLM. 
U. i Lycett.Board), War Cafc£ne£ Offices and War Office. 

(^QcJtr 

A tf 1 
( ;wi F. A. K. HARRISON 
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m 

fc % 0. 
. 0 - 
w.c. 0 . 

CU*^aS) 
l-i.Ajt. (2As*Jb\A), 
diWM./flji 

* 
5 1 >» t. ct^.-^ox ca) 

<o‘t.V-CU, e »it) 
lin^prm ^HiUL ; ^ SiiGto 

A^otted to External Depart ment A 7* 1 
< \ ^ -T / n ' - J * 

Prom 

To 

gfPHiiH , i , i«:i.at>H4!.: (o.y.p» 
L ,944 i 

P0litica3. iiOBidcsnt v tho’4? > ere>4?«ft-' , Guli 

Secretary of State for India 

Repeated to G-overnment of Indiao 

Dated Shiraz, 16otfO houra, 20th September, 1944 

Received 22*00 hours, 20th September® 1944o 

32901 

■ 

j/ftrl 1 vjfU.X X p 

T/572c . _ 
Addressed to Secretary of State for India 

repeated to G-overnment of India* Your telegram 2Q560_ 
September X5tho 

As cable station ia required for war time 

purposes only* has been erected by, and is maintained 
by Navy, and not by Cable and Wireless, I consider 
it should be treated similarly (V to) wireless station 
and that no communication should now be made to Sultan* 
If I find convenient opportunity of mentioning matter 
in personal conversation I will do so* 

I RECo. H 6 L r. 

2 1 SEP 194 * 

INDIA OFFICE 
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Under S 

Secretar 

Under S 

Secretar 

Box /Tal 

1 £ 

(0414) Wt.47282/P 
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fcXTEH-iAI. DEPABTI.Ic.ftr 
Bifrma0#ice. 

NOTES FOR REGISTRY. 

%.o- 

0.0 • 

REGISTER NO. 

EXT« 3896/44 

19.4M-.. Initials. 

Under Secretary /lA. 

Secretary of Sfate 

i Committee 

Under Secreftary 

Secretary Ci State 

Box /Tame 
• 

SUBJECT. 

MUSCAT 

Erection of Y//T Station and Cable Station 
at Khor Kuwai by the Royal Navy. 

\ i 
1 

(fi. 
VAS 

(9414) Wt.47262/P81 3,000(2»ortt) 3/39 A.<fe B.W.Ltd. Gp.486 

FOR USE BY DEPARTMENT ONLY. 

Draft telegyam to the Political Resident, 
Itersian Gulf. 

1 5 SPP 1944 
• 

■ 
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mm* 

Please see 
Political Resident's telegram No*1514 

of the 26th June, flawed below. 

We have at long last extracted a 
reply from the 

Admiralty to our letter of the 11th July in which we 
asked 

them to inform us of the circumstances in which the Cable 
Station came to be opened at Khor Kuwai and reminded them 
of our 

agreements with the Sultan of L'uscat under which he 
is entitled to prior information of such facilities. 
Admiralty letter makes it clear that with true naval breeziness 
they have simply gone ahead with this scheme for a 

Cable 
Station without informing anybody. They express regret that 
this occurred owing to the extreme urgency of improving 
comnunications in this area for war purposes. The Cable 
Station and the buildings 

are 
required for wartime purposes 

only, and the Cable Station has been erected and is maintained 
by the Navy. Cable & .Vire less are 

acting purely 
as 

Agents 
for the Navy. 

YIe must now pass this information on to the political 
Resident, and get him to consider what action is to be taken 
vis-h-vis the Sultan. It is clear that the original 1935 
Agreement,under which the Sultan gave permission for the grant 
of certain naval facilities at Khor Kuv/ai, does not entitle the 
Navy to put up Wireless Transmitting 

or 
Cable Stations. These 

facilities must be regarded 
as 

special wartime facilities, which 
the Sultan agreed to provide for us as 

required, in return for a subsidy. He was, however, expressly told that whenever it 
became necessary^to ask for further facilities he would be 

^ * informed as 
long 

as 
possible in advance of what was 

required. 
The Sultan may, therefore, be justifiably annoyed if he is now told of this Cable Station 

as a fait accompli 

. 
If it were not 

for the pending negotiations for the purchase of Nasirah Island 
which make it desirable that we 

should keep the sultan in a 
good 

humour with us, it wo H probably have been best to inform the 
Sultan of the Cable Station with apologies for not having done 

so 
before; but on 

looking into the papers to which the Admiralty 
refer in their letter (Ext, flagged 

on 

the^attached file), 

I find that in 1943 the senior Naval Officer did tell the 
Political Resident that the Navy had put up buildings at Khor Kuwai 

on a 
scale'considerably larger than that contemplated by the original 

undertaking with the sultan, and were also erecting 
a 

powerful 
ireless station. The Senior Naval 

Officei^Faised 

the question 

whether the Sultan need be informed, and the Political Resident tfcaan 
suggested that in view of our wartime agreement with the sultan, 
it was unnecessary to inform him of what had been done. I can only suppose that the Political Resident must then have overlooked 

cur 
undertaking to give the Sultan advance information. That 

being the case, however, I am inclined to doubt whether the 
addition of a 

Cable Station makes any 
great difference, and I should 

think that we 
might continue to leave things 

as 
they are, unless 

the Sultan himself asks any questions. 

A draft telegram to the Political Resident is submitted 
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* 

EXT. 0696/44 

XXX 

DRA5T TELEGRAM 

From: Secretary of State for India. 

(hk)>4i/r*oA' To: Political Resident^in the Persian Gulf, 
repeated to the Government of India 
External Affairs Department. 

r 

Your telegram K 0 .I 514 dated 28th 
/ / / / 

June 1944 •/ Have ̂ cons^lted ^Admiralty 

/ / / 
who new report that establishment of / 

or 

Copies toi- 

F.O. 
W. 0.1 
w.oA. 8 S€P 1944 

G*f <C. 
I .CnA *C . 
Admiralty 
P*4 T.Cens. 

wireless transaitter 'station at ^ 
s' s' ^ / s 

Kuwai was put in hand as a matter of high, 

priority's'part of re-organisation of 

naval communications in the Indian Ocearn- 
X /> S s 

' 

to meet war requirements in the Eastern^, 

theatre i ^ This proposal ^was discussed 
/V / ,/ \ , with you by Senior K^ival Officer m Fay 

(Xdl^ 4 ̂  NrLa / . / / 
/ 
/ ' \ H ' 

1943 when it was agreed not to'inform 
/ /' z / Sultan ( / see / your memorandum No* 376*3 ^ 

CZ// / * y / / / 
dated 15 th Lay 194^)* / Later it was 

/ decided that communication /acilitie'h / 

)(\) /at 

_ 
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/ / / / , 
at tlior Kuwai would be touch improved by, 

addition of/^able ^nd / opportunity^wae ^ 

/ / 
7 

/ taken in agreement with Cable anpL Wirelesa^ 
S / ( / /C r / y to loop in new truscat-Bahrain cable to/ 

/// / Khor Kuwai and to 'build cable "sts 

simultaneously with erection of wireless 

S'/ s . / 
transmitting statioj.. X Cable station has 

/ / / X / X 
been/erected and is^maintained by Royal 

X /X / / 
Navy, Cab^Le and Wireless operate service^ 

on their behalf. /'Cable ^service ^rid all ^ 

connected gildings are ^required f or 4?ar^ime 
d^bjm X / 

purposes^^ly .^X^^ 
Itegret that owing 

degree of urgency ^rior inf ormati^X 
/ / / cx y scheme (copy of ^ was not giveiu of the scheme (copy of 

XX / / 
Admiralty letter despatched to you by air 

Y / xx mail of^l2th September!." 

/ / / / 
2/ We are therefore faced with fait accompli 

thich L /- owever is as regards^cable ‘station 
/ / // / / 

required purely for "wartime purposes, yks 
/you 
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3. (3 

/ / 
decided- not you decided- not to infprro Sultan 'op/ 

erection of, tireless ^transmitter station^ 
./ 

v- yr 
I am not clear/whether any greater / 

/ X/ / / . 
necessity 'exists to mention cable stations 

which is a^l / part' of same / scheme, / thougly^ 
( ( / / / strictly Sultan was'clearly Entitled to/ 

advance information Cibout ̂ oth / /I shall 
/ / / / . 

be glacXto have your views / bearing in 

mind'pending^negotiations Regarding ^ 

IiiUGh»Qt. MiU? 

SEEN BY/T&'y 
Han ’rf , J m ,? 

D*U —>— 
i TIME 

/2 6 0 

SENT 
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■1 
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r O oLe 

' 0 ^ A 
^ f 

^ 

1? A . s 

L ' vy ̂''- 
l f Ayj^ W Ava^ 6 

j [^C^e-n^. ^A~ L-A^^. 
■/I 

uUu. a*_, 

< 4 ^ t U- ^ & 

Lu, 
L ‘ 

^ 

Vy 
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B— 

DRAFT TELB£RA »1 

Secretary of State 

Viceroy. 

TOP SECKST: GUARD 

IMiViEDIAJSS 

Your telegram dated 4th September l o* 2 3.C. 
XXX 

Senator Chandler’s disclosures. Ambassador in 

Washington has continued to press for 
an 

authoritative statement from the United States 

Governnent and was 
informed by Mr. Hull that 

matter has been raised with the President. In 
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z 
o 
> 

p 
o 
m 

Any further communicatiotq ' ^ 
should be addressed to— JtoyLjd — 
The Secretary of the Admiralty, 

London, S.W.l 

ijpY 
Admiralty, S.W.l. 

L.P.—No. 8. 
20 ) 

quoting M.l606/^}4' 

^^42 SC? 1944 Jr 
i .1Q4 4- 

Ji-4 T 

Sir, 

SECRET ““ S’ * 1 V • ■ i 
O V/ 

La 
Vfith reference to your letteor • Ext. 2^61/LU of Ijhe 11th 

the 23 nd July and to Hr. Walton's s emi - of f icic^. tj 
August to Sir Cecil Kisch about the opening of a Cable Station 
at IChor Ku\vai in the Persian Gulf, I am commanded by Hy Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint you, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for India-in Council, 
that in 1942 they found it urgently necessary to reorganise 
naval communications in the Indian Ocean to meet the war 
requirements in the Eastern Theatre, and that steps were 
taken to establish a number of W/T stations at various places, 
including Khor Khwai. 

;x 
o 

GC m 
o 50 m 
■H >■ 50 -< 
m x 
H m 50 

•Z o 

CO 

m 

c o: 
C X m 

ca 2 ̂  
co ^ 
m _ -u; S 

c / 
0 r~ m 

m 
50 

2. Instructions were issued to the Naval, authorities in 
the several areas to implement the scheme as a matter of high 
priority. The work Y/as to be put in hand after investigation 
on the spot, in anticipation of specific approval of the details 
of each f/T station. 

3. It is clear that the Secretary of State should have 
been informed forthwith of the Khor Kuwai project, without 
waiting for detailed particulars from the local Naval authority, 
but unfortunately the necessity for doing so and the existence 
of the IjUiL agreement between H.M. Government and the Sultan of 
Muscat were overlooked in the heavy pressure of work at the 
tirae * A ,, ^ 

'i 3 ! LG k :! 
4* The whole scheme has been pressed forward at high h -ji 

prioi-ity and detailed reports on the work have been delayed. 
It was assumed that ary special measures that might be 
necessary regarding the sites, or any other unusual features 
in connection with the erection of each ,//T station, would be 
taken or reported to the Admiralty by the naval autnority 

* 1 Pne Under Secretary of State, 
India Office, 

S.W.l. 

atfs.. A. / o&een,ed 

A TCP 1941 I 

lC 1 1 kirvi a. 
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« 

/ 

concerned, who would be aware of the circumstances. This 
assumption has been confimed 

as 
regards Khor ftiwai, by 

a 
recent report of a 

discussion that took place in Iiay 194-3 

between the Senior Naval Officer, Persian Gulf, and the 
Political Resident in which the question of the erection at 
Khor Kuwai of additional buildings in general and of the V//1 

station in particular 
was 

considered, and it was 
agreed not 

to 
approach the Sultan of Muscat in the matter. A copy of 

the notes on 
the discussion 

was 
foiwarded to the India Office 

under the Political Resident's No.37^-S dated 13th ^ay, 1943» 

5* As 
regards the cable station mentioned in your letter 

under reply. My Lords decided that the communications facilities 

for the naval authority at Khor Kuwai would be much improved by 

the addition of a 
cable, and 

opportunity 
was 

taken, while the 
work Of laying the new 

Muscat-Bahrein cable 
was 

in hand, to 
loon it in to Khor Kuwai, and to build the cable station while the'*’work 

of erecting the 
Y//T 

station was 
being undertaken. 

6 

, 
The two schemes proceeded simultaneously at high 

priority. Arrangements 
were made with Messrs. Cable & v/ireless 

Ltd. for the Muscat-Bahrein cable to be looped in at Khor Kuwai 

6 

. 
priority. 

and one rated by the Company purely for Naval purposes. My Lords 
understand that the Conpany have no 

commercial interests in the 
service, which is purely 

a 
war-time arrangement. The cable 

station has been erected and is maintained by the Navy. It 
comprises buildings to accommodate the Instrument Room 

(12 
ft. 

x 
24 

ft.), Manager’s Office 
(12‘ft. 

x 
15 

ft.),^Workshop (12 
ft. 

by 12 
ft.). 

Stores 
(12 

ft. x 
15 f*t.). 

Batteries etc. 
(12 

ft. x 
12 ft. 

) 
and accommodation fo?:* two British and three local staff. 

All the buildings adjoin the 
Y//T 

Station Receiving Building at 

Has Salib. In addition there is 
a 

small cable hut 
(8 

ft. x 
8 

ft.) 
at the site where the cable lands. 

7. All the buildings for the 
W/T 

and cable stations are required for war time purposes only. 
/ 

8 
. 
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-3- 

8 . My Lords very much regret that particulars of both 
projects were not brought to the notice of the Secretary of 
State at an earlier stage and they trust he will appreciate 
that the emission was entirely due to the great urgency with 
which they had to be progressed, along with many other projects 

the Eastern Theatre. 

I am. Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 
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m 

U 1606 /y,. 
September 

S K C R T 
v&tpm 

Sir, 

,ith rofeience to your letter Ext. 2363/Vz 
July and to Mr, V^alton’s oomi official le it r of the 22nd 
August to Sir Jocil Jlisch about the opening of a Cable Station 
at Khor Ku;/ai in the Persian Calf, I am cenmanded by '.^y Lords 
Cooiaissionors of the Adrairalty to acquaint you, for the 
infoxmvtion oi* tlie Secretaiy of State for India in Ocuncil, 
that in 1942 they found it urgently neecssazy to i«organise 
naval coaiunications in the Indian Ocean to meet the vrar 
requirements in the .astern Theatre, and that steps were 
taken to establish a number of j/'f stations at various places, 
including Ehor Sin-.ni. 

‘2, Instructions r/ere issued to the Naval Authorities in 
the several areas to implement the scheme as a matter of high 
priority. The work was to be put in hand after investigation 
on the spot, in anticipation of specific approval of the details 
of each ,/T station. 

3. It is clear that the Secretary of dtate shaild have 
been informed forthwith of the Khor Kus&l project, v.lthout 
waiting for detailed paiticulars from the local Naval authority, 
but unfortunately the necessity for doing so and the existence 
of the 1935 agreement between H.M, Govcrnsaent and the Sultan of 
duscat were overlooked in the heaw pressure of work at the 
time. 

• 4 
; 

4, The whole scherae has been pressed for.mrd at big' 
prior'ity and. detailed reports on the \ 7 orJc have been delayed. 
It was assunK;d tiiat ary special measures that raight be 
nec - ssazy regarding the sites, or any other unusual features 
in connection v,dth the er-Ction of each /T station, v ould be 
taken or reported to the Admiralty by the naval authority 

The Under Secretary of State, 
India Office, S. 7.1. 

/concerned 
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*1 

I ■■BUI 

t 

canoe 
med, who would he a’.vare of the circus starless. This 

assumption has heen confilined 
as 

regains Khor riiwai, 'rj a 
recent repoit of a 

discussion tijat took place in May 1543 

■between the Senior Naval Officer, Persian Gulf, 
ana the 

. Political Resident in which the 
question of the erection t 

hor Kuvjai of additional buildings in general and of the 
/ 
T 

station in ^ticular wa# 
S&nSideted, and it 

i-mn 
apfOed not 

to 
approach the Sultan of l*uscat in the. matter. 

* 
A oo^r oi 

the notes on 
the dirdussion tras 

^fbrmrdcd 
to the Irelia Office 

under the Political Tiesident»s ITo. 37 6 -S dated l 
r >th 

i r 
ay, 19-:3* 

r 

5 
. 

As 
regards the cable station mentioned In yohr letter 

under reply, ;iy Lords decided that the ccrr^unications facilities 

for the navnl authority at Khor I^iwai would be much irtbroved by 

the addition of a^ cable, and 
Opportunity 

yns taken, while the 

.woi^c Of br'in f 
t-Bahreln cable was 

in hand, to^ 

loop it in to Khor Kuwai, and to build the cable station while 
tte'woxk 

oi* erecting the /•,• 

station 

was 
being und^itakan. 

. 6. Tlie two schenes 
proceeded simultaneously at 

high 

. 
priority. Arrangements 

wens 
made r/ith ’Messrs. Cable tireless 

Ltd. for the !,*usCat~Bahrein cablf to be looped in at Khor 
"uwax 

and operated trr the Company purely for Naval pmposes. 
?f y o 

' - understand that the Compary have no 
ccmaercial interests in the 

service, which is' purely 
a war-time 

arrangement, Th^ cable 

. 
■ station has been erected ana is maintained by the Navy, 

ca 
rorLoes buildings to 

accommodate the Inftiument kocn 
(L- 

ft.), 
Mnj: 

T •. 
(tfficc fl. ft. ± 15 ft.;, /Orkchop (L: ft. 

by If ft.), torus 
(12 

ft. 
:c 

1$ ft, 
;? 

Batteries etc. 
(12 

ft. r 
12 ft. ) 

and aocottaodation fo two three local stexf. 
All the buildings adjoin the 

//T Station Receiving Building at 

as 
Salih. In addition there la 

a 
isnall cable hut 

(o ft. 
x 

8 ft.) 
at the site vih^re the cable lands. 

r j All the buildings for the 
W/T 

and cable stations are 
required for war time pin poses only. 

/3. 

.X 
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-> 

8* IjOcOs voiy nuoh rcrprot tiat paxticaLirs of both 
p^ojocto vA3re aot brou^xl to 'Jie iKitiao of tho Secret aiy of 
'■.it-nto at rja carli, z* atr^p fin tije^r tzuot bo ”^111 ar p^odatc 
that t?it3 CEd/isian isaa ontirojgr to to the groat ur&aaBy idith 

tirrj bod to bo pi’Ogsx^soed, aloni. vvitia aai'^r oth :r porojoots 
. hotem Tbwrtr^* 

2 ait, oir, 
Tcur ^ Vorvantj 

H. D. SAMUEL 
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■Y' 

(4 

It. 1606/44 

'V 
1 

^ 4~v- i^vSjr Iff 

^i/vt /»« k P. A . 

^ I ^ 2 
22nd August I^h^- 

Deal' Kisch, 

You wrote on August 18th to Dames. asldLnc for a very 
early reply to your official letter (Dxt. 2uul/;Jj ; of 11th July 
about the opening of a Gable Station at; ijior ’^uv/cti in the 
Persian Gulf. I ari sorry that the urgency of this matter 
was not appreciated. It certainly does appear that we must 
plead guilty of having failed to keep you informed of our 
plans for Khor prwai. 

2 I hope to let you have details of the Cable Station 
in a few days,, but before doing so it is necessary to obtain 
from Bath the papers dealing with a Yf/T Station which has 
also been erected on the Island. Perhaps, therefore, you will 
regard this as an interim reply only. 

3- I can already assure you, however, that the Cable 
Station is required for war-time purposes only and that Ilessrs. 
Cable & Wireless Limited are acting purely as our Agents and 
have no other interest in the station. 

Yours sincerely, 

V 

Sir Cecil H.Kisch, K.C.I.E. ,C.B., 
India Office, 
Whitehall, 
S.Yv. 1. 
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1 V.'h a;.'"' , - 

^'jar no s. 

This Offioo wots to Jiw (dty on 11th .TVQy (our /*/ 
i nfUirsiW l<o» ic ta« 2&Gl/kl+) asking for Information as to [1° 
t]io oirou: istaiices of t!» o^joninc of a oable Station at iCior 
jiraai in tiic ian Gul: ’ # uhora the 1 avy maintain an establish- 
nent by agreenont with tlio Sultan of Unoat, to whoo the 
territory in (jueatiaa xjlanr^a# 

rho Political licsidsnt had told us that this Station had 
boon o^nod without giving liii as'y intimation anti so enabling 
hin to give the Sultan prior no,ice, os should proi^rly liave 
t>oon dona* Tho .,ul ,on, as you taws, is an todepondont nlcr 
arid itc to walk vjarily in (7.ir relation; with hin* mroover, 
ne are at tlxs : x> out oonter-plating nogotintioa'; with hih for 
the purchase or 1 ***^— of MEvoimh Island so a psTuanenfe • « • 
•xine. 

. You will* thereI'oi-o, I an nu c understand our anxiety to 
ovoid any ^xxioiblo trouble arioiiX;. with the Sultan in regard 
to this natter of tlx) Coble B oat ion and to dispose of tho 
question ao soon as possible* Hi^it X troui l© you to look 
into tlio mtter yourorlf with a view to our receiving a very 
oariy ro; ly to our lector of 11th -Tuly? 

Youro sinoerely. 

cgai.m?i 
- 

nir t : r * ; blney Ho*noc 9 • • * > 
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Please refer to the submission 
at Ext. 2861/V+. We have still 

^received no reply from the Admiralty 
\ Ao our letter, in spite of a reminder, 

order to emphasize the importance 
•which we attach to this matter and to 
ensure a speedy reply it would perhaps 
be a good tiling to v/rite to the Ebputy 
Secretary of the Admiralty, an^ a draft 
letter is submitted accordingly for 
Sir decil Kisch*s signature if he agrees. 
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3ir J» Sidney Baxnes, K.0*B., 
Adrairalliy, 

t/hitehall, S. u* 1 • 

Dear Barnes, 

This Office wrote to the Admiralty on 'l 1 th 

(our reference hOo is Bxtp 2361/44-/ asking ior ^or:iation 

as to the circuitstances of the opening of a Janie 

Station at IQior ^uwai in the Persian Gulf, where iae 

havy maintain an JL- Isalilishment oy agreejAeu'c ’#iti* uj.ig 

S ultan of kuscat, to whom the territory in question 

"belongs. 

Tne political kesident h told us that tills 

... -j 
Station s»e/opened without giving him any intimacion and 

T 
so enabling him to give the Sultan prior notice^ as 

should properly have been done. The Sultan, as you 

know, is an independent Ruler and we have to wai.: 

warily in our relations with him. moreover we are at 

the moment contemplating negotiations with him -or lie 
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mmmmmammm 

t ° • v ♦ • • 

purciiaGO 
or lease of liasirah Island 

iu i ~i 
i 
1 
i~r • 

4 ̂ , <*• 

fa* (2 ft!'. 
lr*±£ 

oXou 'Jill, therefore, I sin sure 
understand our 

anxiety 

to avoid aqy possible trouble arising with the dultan 

in regard to this matter of the Gable Station and to 

dispose of the question 
as soon as 

possible. 

'-gsi. cm: 
to look into the matter yourself 

• 

with' 
a 

view to our 
receiving 

a very early reply to 
/ 

our 
letter of 11th July, 
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vr 

>* 
(o' 

r~7‘i 
JL1> 

Uj^ po. ( \ 
i .c. ̂  r .(^Zo^^o^). 

i \ J*W 
(autlvx^j 

y (XcLw 
1 >n 

6 

IMWASD TBliaRAB . 
^ j g 

Allotted to Kxteraal Department o 
^ 

CYPHBR TBLBS IHl ̂. «,.LC ; Jf.^P J. 

M-H 
SiaCRBl’ 

26289 " 

From Government of India-, External Atfaire 
De par true at o 

To Secretary of State for India* 

Repeated to Political Reaident in the Pereian Gulf* 

Dated New Delhi* 12*30 hours 3 29th July, 1944a 

Received 16*45 hours* 29th July, 1944p 

\$(o! 

9928 ,> 

Addressed Secretary of State for India* repeated 
to Buahirsa 

Political Resident's telegra m 1514 of June g ath*, 
Ehor Kuwai cable stationc V/e had not pre v loUalyhoard 
about this scheme and have no information as to status 
of station*, 
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/'1 COMMONWEALTH COMMUNICATI 

HALIFAX HOUSE, 
STliAND, 

LONDON, W.C.2. 

jATrow Q^^gil 

I 

Electra House, 
Victoria Embankment 

London,WC.2. 
TEMPLE BAR 94GS. 

w tf>^ 
SEc RET 

L' 

■ " ■ > 
rr . c*v, T,n„ 1944 . 

Dear Peel, 

Jjly, 

2966 I 

. 

V; 

cKr&C) ( No,l r lU dated the 
Thank you for sdnding|QC4 coxt; 

28 th June^f'. 
of telegram 

tical Resident 
in the Persian Gulf atiout the eahle station which is 
reported to have ‘been established by Cable and Wireless 
Limited at Khor Quwai. 

The Signals Division at the Admiralty (Lt.Cdr, 
Lace) inform## me that this station has been established 
by the Company at the request of the Admiralty. 

The matter was not referred to us in advance 
by the Admiralty and I have therefore asked them to 
explain the matter fully to you. 

I also mentioned the matter to the Chairaan 
of the Wireless Telegraphy Board (Group Captain Leonard- 
Williams), who was included in the circulation of the 
telegram. He told me that he had also spoken to the 
Admiralty suggesting that they should give you the 
necessary information direct. 

- mt 
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_ Please see the Political Resident* s 
" 

ilegram No. 1534 below. I have flagged 
' ^ papers referred to. You will see 
that the Khor $uwai Agreement does not 
make any reference to the possibility 
of instituting a cabl^sta^ion. On the 
other hand the 1365 Agroernaiff (page 306 

lt of ^itcliisan. Volume XI) states that the 
British G-ovemnent shall be aKjU3>erty 

to erect telegraph stations in 
ary portion of territory under the „ 
sovereignty of the Sultan of Muscat. 
It looks therefore as though the cable 
station may be covered by this./^y^ 

The first thing to do, I think, 
is to write to the Admiralty, and I 
attach a draft. 

3 a CcM, a J- 

(S^jT A-, a £t/e-\ 
*-N hv 

SL^aJ. Ct^tcxJU^ jsrdcrx L^f;^ 
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Ext. 286 VW- 

Draft Letter. 

Secretary to the Admiralty, 
S.W.l. 

/ 

Oopy to Foreign Office 
n " In^^rial Ganmunic- 

Ations Ad.visory 
/Committee. 

\ 
\ 

v 0 ' 1 

fu 
■n^ 

11 JUL 1944’ 

I am directed, by the Secretary of State 
JV0, 

for India to refer to telegram/1514 of the 

28th June from the Political Resident in the 

Persian Gulf, a copy of Tflhich -was sent to the 

Admiralty on the 1st July under No. Ext.2861/4^ 

regarding the opening of a cable station at 

Khor ̂ uvvai 
in the territory of the Sultan of 

Muscat. 

A copy of the Khor^uwai Agreement referred 

to in the Political Resident* s telegram was 

sent to the Admiralty under India Office letter 

No. P.2.2692/35 of 25th April 1935, and a 

further copy is enclosed herewith for ease 

of reference. A further copy of the War 

Subsidy Agreement between H.A.G. and the 

Sultan of Muscat was forwarded under India 

Office letter P.Z.74</40 of the UDth February 

1943. 

/The 
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/5 ' **• 

•v 
w»- ̂ CRKT 

22327 
lt c * Jrnt u ; 

Al lolrced to eternal Dept o 
' 

/ • 

G0HRK0T10N TO TKl*K01^UiI ?HOM THK 
POLITICAL RESIDENT IN THE PERSIAN 
QUSF^' SECRETARY OF STATE FOR 
INDIA^To. 1514 DATED 2&th JUHE P 1944, 

Read para«2 line 2 

as ’"and I should Le glad" etc. 

. 

Telegraph Branch P 
4th July, 1944. 
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V 
}> v om 

To 

# 

file copy 

mmm ElL'l 

\ n ̂ //v 
/*) ^ ■■ v 

mi aw tFjLbgram 

Allotted to Externsi DeDartment •'* ■•••* Ml Jl^****^* » «#»•» ,±r |--n |»W(riat 

nYPHTIR TELBG-R/li (Q^ToPO 

Political Resident in the Persiati 9j44f. 
C * 

Secretary of State for India* 
'-o. x ft ** • 

Repeated to Government of India* External Affairs Department* 

Dated Bushire 3 17o30 hours, 28th June 1944 

SECRET 
22327 

Received 2i«45 hours, 28th June X944< YWV< 

Cu+J 

%o/ 

/ 

, l 
'°lh 

HQq 1514 . 

Addressed Secretary of State repeated Government of India 
External Affairs Department New Delhi* 

Officer in Charge Cable and Wireless Bushire recently informed 
me company have opened a cable station at Khor Quv?ai ana that 
information is being kept secret from public* 

This is first intimation I have had of opening of station 
Sfrenh. n Glad of information as to its status i«e* whether 
company are acting as agent for Navy and station is temporary war 
(Vfacility), as question of informing (?Sultan of Muscat) arises* 

3* Khor 
C/6 
it station 
agreement (enclosure to Residency printed lette r 34-3 dated 
( ?January 1940^ Sultan la entitled to prior notice and will' 
probably* resent fact that it was not given* 

4-. If station is not temporary war facility question arises as 
to whether its opening is covered by Article 1 of Telegraph Agreement 
ment of (?18)S4: and/or Article 1 of Telegraph Convention of 1865.. 

5* Present moment is clearly inopportune to inform Sultan of 
fait accompli * 

becd.wlTSkt. 

1 • ’ r- •’ ’ 

MptA OFFICE 
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/ 

PILE C S B C R E T. 
WiDlA DiREC 

No. 452-S. British Resi£aicy..& Consulate-General, 
Buahire, > 

the 19th May 1944. ■ 

To 
•r , -y . a 

l U :; r 

Hia Maje&ty*a Seoretaxy of State for India, London 
The Secretary to the GovemiDefit of India . 

in the External Affairs anB»rt^pent» yjw Delhi. 
Hia Msg esty *8 Ambassador, Tehran. 
Hi a M&j es ty f a Ambas&ad or, Baghdad• 
The Political Agent, Bahrain. 
The Political Agent, Kuwait. 
The Political Agent, Muscat. 
Hia Majesty^ Consul, Bandar Abbas. 

CIRCULAR. 

Cable and Wireless have recently opened a cable 

station at Khor Kuwai vhich is connected with the Muscat- 

Bahrain cable. This information is being kept secret 

from Ihe public. 

Sd. GEOFFREY PRIOR. 

Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 

ATTESTED. 

1 

for Secretary to the Political 
Resident in the Persian Gulf. 

a. *• 

WDJA OFFlCej 

RHL. 

^ , 1 /t 

f 

i 

w.o. 

-L 
CN) 

vi. 

If AC. 

'TlT C^nrJi, 

3 A ̂ » 

(- 10 . 

V 1 ̂ ' 
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