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*V" In any further communication on this subject, please quote 
No. r- 

and address —not to any 
“The Under-Secretary of State,” Foreign Office, London, S.W. I. 

IHDWDIRECT 
P. z.l 

lllLcLllUll Wit LUlo oUWjsjWLy 
3 ' t- ^ ^ ^ \ ^ ^ . ji f / 0 *iy person by name, but to— T w 

THE Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs presents his 

compliments to 'OUa 
XkoXa. 

an( ̂ > by direction of the Secretary of State, 

transmits herewith cop xa^> of the under-mentioned paper. 

t 
h 

v 

Foreign Office, 
S , 193 u. 

Reference to previous correspondence : 

f .o. 
a V L - 

Description of Enclosure. 

Name and Date. Subject. 

VA.^v 
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COPY 

(EL 5451/698/34. ) 

No. 377. 

r“ “T O 

a 
British Legation 

Gulhek. 

9 

11th August, 1934. 

Sir, 

I reported in my despatch No. 93 of February 22nd 

that several hundred Italian y^orkmen had been brought to 

Persia for the construction of the railway. It is now understood 

stood that Italian competition with native labour must be 

restricted and no more Italians are to come, but the real reason 

is alleged to be that Signor Mussolini f s speech which alarmed 

the Turks produced a similar effect here. 

2. I am sending copies of this despatch to the 

Department of Overseas Trade (No. O.T.(B) 116), to the Foreign 

Secretary to the Government of India (No. 174), to His 

Majesty 1 s Chargd d f Affaires at Baghdad (No.60), to the Acting 

Political Resident in the Persian Gulf (No. 141) and to the 

Acting British Consul at Ahwaz (No. 69). 

I have etc. 

(Signed) R.H.Hoare. 

The Right Honourable 

Sir John Simon, G.C.S.I., 

etc., etc., etc., 

The Foreign Office. 
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Ji 

fa*. A <a t ^ £■- <y ^ ^Cc if 1 

Z’jl'L. 

(i) Reference paragraph No:57/2 of Intelligence Report 
l'To:b of 1934. The Austrian sugar landed ex M.V. Assiria is 

reported to be selling at eleven joies a pound* It is dirty 
and not as sweet as other sugars which sell at annas two 

to annas three a pound. 
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2291, Wt. 16213/7530. 3000. 8/33. Wy.P.C. 613. 

INDEXED 

Any reply to this letter should be 
addressed 

THE SECRETARY, 
N Board of Trade, 

Great George Street, ^ vj ! / U I GREAT GEORGE STREET, r\JL T, 
Westminster, S.W.l, j i J 

and the following reference number ) . ITT ^ TTT , 
quoted:— I ICT-KA I Westminster, S.W.I. 

M.Y166/34. 7 x gth August( 2934 . 

i; 

The Board of Trade present their comphments 

to The Secretary of State for India in Council 
and beg to transmit herewith for information copy of a letter 

of to-day’s date which they have caused to be addressed to 

The Under Secretary of State, Foreign Office, S.W.l. 

Reference to previous correspondence (if any) 

U*' 

!OPY SENT TO -/\l -/Li. AT ///jV 

To. 3 3 1 j 61 AUG, 1934 

*. U i A L i . >uti 
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and the following number quoted :— 

^a.7166/34. 

Telegrams-" SHIPMINDER, PARL, LONDON." 
Telephone—WHITEHALL 5140 Ext. 

further communication on this 
subje' lould be addressed to:— 

lue Assistant Secretary, Mercantile Marine Department | (address as opposite) i 

Sir, 

With further reference to your letter of 17th April 

(&•1999/330/ &4)• and to preTious correspondence regarding 

the inauguration of a service to the Persian Gulf by the 

Lloyd Triestino Company, I am directed by the doard oi 

Trade to state, for the information of Secretary Sir John 

Simon, that as the result of inquiries made of Messrs. 

P.C.Strick and Company, Limited, it would appear tiiat the 

information given in paragraph 5 of Mr.^atkinson* s report 

to Sir R.Hoare of the 23rd February is not correct. 

Messrs.Strick state that they h;ive carried in their 

own vessels all the aeroplanes shipped to Persia from the 

United Kingdom, and that they have also carried 1,200 tana 

of military stores during the last six months. Messrs. 

Strick state that they are in close touch with the 

De tfavilland and the Hawker Aircraft Companies. 

/ Copies 

The Under Secretary of State, 
Foreign Office, 

S.w.l. 
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Copies of this letter are being sent to the 

Department of Over seas Trade, India Office, Admiralty 

and Air Ministry. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 
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Secret 
Ho. 6 of 1934. 

Extract frcra Intelligence Report of the 
Political Agent, Bahrain, for the period 

16th to 30th June 1934. 

57. SHIPPING 

2. Italian 

M.V.Assiria of the Lloyd Triestino 

line arrived at Bahrain on the 23rd June and left on 

the following day, after landing 1,500 hags of Austrian 

sugar and 3 cases of sundries. 

The "Assiria" is the first Italian 

steamer to visit Bahrain. 
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Pz. i 
s’Vfy 

>y 

101. Italian Interests . 

S.S. fT Movcaleiri" of Lloyds Triestino arrived at Bandar 

Siiahpur frorii Trieste on tiie 5tii t landed 149 tons of general cargo 

and left on the 7th. 
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Notes. 

Minute Paper. 

i :—:— 
Register No. 

P.Z. 2974/34 
SECRET. 

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT 

Dated 

Rec. 
19 

Date. Initials. SUBJECT. 
• 

To 

Under Secretary n y ' 
PERSIAN GULF. 

Secretary of State... 

\i+‘ S’ 
■1- 

Lloyd-Triestino Shipping Service. 

Views of British shipping interests 

Under Secretary 

Secretary of State... 

primarily concerned. 

Copy of to 

FOR INFORMATION. 

SEEN 

pOi-iTlCAU COMM1TTEB. 

16 m 

Previous Pa 

Please see P.Z.2638/34. 

The letter from the Board of Trade "below 

confirms the impression we had received from 

Tehran^that 
the more important British shipping 

interests do not greatly fear that the new 

Italian service constitutes an immediate danger. 

The representatives of the Strick Line 

recognise, however, that there are damaging 

possibilities in the new service. Their 

suggestion that the entrepot trade for Persia 

might as a result tend to shift southward to A / 
Central Europe is interesting. 

It will be observed that according to the 

Board of Trade the service will include a call 

at Bombay. 

4 E. & Q. Secretary , 

•r 
t L - Vrj; 

For information 
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B.6032. Wt. 22105/2371. 3000. 2/32. Wy. & S. 6p. 013. 

f*.«n I % 
Any i-eply to this letter should be 

addressed to— 
THE SECRETARY, 

Board or Trade, 
Great George Street, 

Westminster, S.W.l, 
and the following reference number 
quoted:— 

M. 7166/34 . 

5 tr* 

tC 

2974 

19 3 4 

i M*. 
BOARD OF TRADE, 

J 

Great George Street, 

Westminster, S.W.l. 

3rd May, 1934. 

The Board of Trade present their compliments 

to The Secretary of State for India-in-Council 

and beg to transmit herewith for information copy of a letter 

of to-day’s date which they have caused to be addressed to 

The Under-Secretary of State, 
Foreign Office, 

S.W.l. 

Reference to previous correspondence (if any): — 

yi av ic' \ \ 'tH f&K ]_i 

ENCLOSURE IN WLEKLY LLTTF^ 

No. 19 10 MAY. 1934 
FROM SECRETARY, POLlii. L AfiD 

SECRET DEPT. INDIA OFFICE 
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Telegrams—“ SHIPMINDER, PARL, LONDON.” Telephone—WHITEHALL 5140 Ext. 

The 

v ith reference to your letter of the 17th April 

(j:. 1999/338/34) and previous correspondence, re^ardinu the 

inauguration of a service to the Persian Gulf by the 

Lloyd i’rioatino Company, I am directed by the Board of 

Trade to state that they have been in couununication with 

the British shipping interests primerily concerned, namely, 

the Strick Line and the British India Bteom Navigation 

Company. 

The Board understand that the Lloyd Triestino Company/ 

will maintain a bi-monthiy service between Italy and the 

Persian Gulf which will include a call at Bombay. 

Bo far os the British India Steam Navigation Company 

are concerned, the Board gather that the Company are not 

seriously perturbed by the new Italian service, and the 

impression of His Majesty^ Representative at Tehran oo 

set out in his despatch of the 2£nd February is thus 

confirmed. 

/so Under-Secretary of State, 
Foreign Office, 

S.’T.l. 
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-■V 

So far as fho sfriok Lina ia oonoanied^ the Board are 

informed by representatives of the Line that, in view of 

the fact that the carriage of cargo to and from Italian 

ports is at present for the most part in Italian vessels, 

they tire not seriously perturbed at the effect of the new 

service on existing direct traffic between Italy and the 

Persian Gulf. It is thought, however, that the 

inauguration of the new service must result in increased 

competition for the Port Said transhipment cargo. • 

In addition, the representatives of the Stride Line 

drew attention to the fact tiiat the existence of the new 

line may mean that cargo, such as sugar which is at present 

purchased in the United x.ingdom or in northern Lurope for 

shipment by British line to the Gulf, may in future be 

purchased in Central murope and shipped by the new service 

from Italy to the same destination. The Italian line may. 

/of 
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it *a-3 . -■ ;r CrT) 'TTt T> ,-f T 

of oouroe* interfere with the proopeeta ol the Britiah 

liamu obtaining aer. T trade m the arena around the 

Pcreian Ouif are developed# 

I tm to oAd further inquiries are being rand© 

rog£ordin tj ' the transportation to Bcuider Scuxupwr in Gorman 

veoaela of aeropXanee ohipped at aglioh porta# 

Oopioo of thio latter nro boin^ aent to the 

hepartitoiit of Ovoraeae rode, India Office» Admiralty and 

Air Ptaletstr* 

I have the honour to be, 

Uir t • 

tour obedient uervaat# 
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; ,— — 
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Notes. 

Minute Paper. 
SECRET. 

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT. 

\ T 

Dated 

Rec. 
193 

Date. Initials. 

To 

Under Secretary r > l\+J 

Secretary of State... 

<f 
Committee 

Under Secretary 

Secretary of State.... 

jr /' • 

SUBJECT. 

Copy of to 

SEEH 
POUTIGAL COiVlMI 

8 
' MAY MQt 

fefi 

Previous papers :— '' 

Q0- 

FOR INFORMATION. 

a^A P? 2S *yS4. 

77Sl F-O.-/L^x. vow- 

^ 
A./T. 

W/^J 
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INDZ-A£D In any further communication on this subject, please quote 
No £ 

and address —not to any persoh by name, but to— 
“ The Under-Secretary of State,” Foreign Office, London, S.W. I. 

C*s> Ig) 
^ ? Vi 
/ r 

o c z o 
Z D o o 

THE Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Af airs jp®p8^nts hie 

compliments to ' V__v 
—| ^ 

CcJuL ,= 
^ir/ 

s^vv (A-V0V 

and, by direction of the Secretary of State, 

jransmits herewith cop [€ ( of the under-mentioned paper. 

Foreign Office, 

tQ^Oi - - , mf; 

Reference to previous correspondence : 

©(V-^C. 'UW5-' 

l^' Description of Enclosure. it 

, •z ) '| 

V 
U u 

Name and Date. Subject. 

I 3 * 

A 

'tr 

ENCLOSURE IN VV^i Y 

No. 17i 26 APR. 1964 

FR9NI SECRETARY, PC- 
SECRET DEPT. INDU < 

OOPY SENT TO. v—*> s 

34 

Similar letter sent to 
14—6130 9508 (2) 

Ov, 

\N.O^ 

39Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/3789. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100037162863.0x000028

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100037162863.0x000028?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Coll 30/72 'Foreign Shipping in: Inauguration of regular steamship service from
Italy by the Lloyd Triestino Company.' [20v] (40/109)

40Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/3789. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100037162863.0x000029

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100037162863.0x000029?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Coll 30/72 'Foreign Shipping in: Inauguration of regular steamship service from
Italy by the Lloyd Triestino Company.' [21r] (41/109)

f 

9 f] A ° 

(E 1999/338/34) POHEISN 0EPICS, S.W.l. 
I !9 

17th. April, 19 34. - 

Sir, 

With reference to Foreign Office letter No* 

E 1664/338/34 of the S8th March I am directed by 

Secretary Sir John Simon to transmit to you herewith, 

to be laid before the Board of Trade, the accompanying 

copy of a despatch from His Majesty^ Minister at Tehran 

on the subject of the inauguration of a service between 

Italy and the Persian Gulf by the Lloyd Triestino Company* 

2. Sir John Simon observes that there is apparently 

no present prospect of a freight war between the new 

Italian service and the British services operating in 

the Persian Gulf. He notes, however, that the competition 

for the transport of the considerable quantities of railway 

material and other equipment for the Persian Government 

lies between the German and Italian lines and that the 

military equipment recently imported by the Persian 

Government via Bander Shahpur, including the British 

aeroplanes supplied by the Be Havilland and Hawker 

Aircraft companies (which were delivered on board in 

English ports), was shipped to its destination in German 

vessels. On this point, as on the more general questions 

raised in this correspondence* he would be glad to 

receive any observations, which the Board may have to 

offer. 

/3. 

The Secretary 

to the Board of Trade. 
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3. Copies of this letter are being sent to the India 

Office, Admiralty, Air Ministry and Department of 

Overseas Trade, 

I am, etc., 

(Sd.) Gr*W• RENDSi. 
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THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF HIS BRITANNIC MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT 

PERSIA. 

CONFIDENTIAL. 

March ^8, i984. ) V 
/ l o r 

SECTioN-l. I' ) ̂  4 

[E 1999/338/34] No. 1. 

Sir R. Hoare to Sir John Simon.—(Received March 28.) 
(No. 109.) 

HIS Majesty’s representative presents his compliments to His Majesty’s 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit 
herewith copy of a despatch from His Majesty’s consul at Ahwaz on the subject 
of inauguration of service of navigation between Italy and the Persian Gulf by 
the Lloyd Triestino Company. 

Tehran. March 5, 1934. 

Enclosure in No. 1. 

Consul Watkinson to Sir R. Hoare. 
(No. 14.) 
Sir, Ahwaz, February 23, 1934. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 5, enclosing copy of a despatch, dated 
the 31st January, to the Foreign Office regarding the inauguration of a service 
of navigation between Italy and the Persian Gulf by the Lloyd Triestino 
Company, I have the honour to report that the steamship Fenicia arrived at 
Bandar Shahpur on the 24th January, and called at Mohammerah a fevr days 
later. The Mesopotamia Persia Corporation (Limited), who were already 
forwarding agents for the Italian shipping combine, have been appointed agents 
for all the Gulf ports. 

2. According to the manager of the Ahwaz agency, this vessel was a small 
tramp steamer of about 2,500 tons, with accommodation for a few passengers. 
She had never been east of Suez before, and was unprovided with ice. Before 
arrival at Bandar Shahpur all their food supplies had -gone bad, and it was with 
difficulty that sufficient was obtained to last until they reached Basra. From 
information given in Port Said it was imagined that Bandar Shahpur was a 
flourishing township, with all necessary provisions and facilities. The manager I 
of the Mesopotamia Persia Corporation (Limited) was very unfavourably 1 

impressed with this ship. ^ 
3. Mr. Spence tells me that he sees no prospect of a freight war with the 

British India Steam Navigation Company for general Persian Gulf business, as 
the companies operate from bases situated in different parts of the world. There 
was already an arrangement in force between the Peninsula and Oriental, the 
British India and the Lloyd Triestino as regards Indian traffic and transhipments 
for the Persian Gulf, but the amount of cargo transhipped in Bombay from 
Italian vessels was negligible. So far as he knows, the present Lloyd Triestino 
Gulf service is not intending to call at Indian ports on either the outward or the 
return journey, and so does not compete for Indian trade. 

4. The real struggle is between the Italian line and the German Hansa line, 
which are in competition for transport of railway material and other Persian 
Government stores delivered at Bandar Shahpur. The latter has already recently 
obtained the contract for transport of 25,000 tons of machinery for sugar 
factories purchased from the Skodawerke and shipped from Hamburg. 
Mr. Spence was recently in Trieste, where he was informed by M. Cosulich, 
one of the principal directors of the Italian shipping combine, that only the 
question of transhipment at Port Said or Bombay prevented such orders from 
benefiting Italian shipping. 

5. Hitherto, so far as I am aware, all military stores landed at Bandar 
Shahpur have been shipped by German vessels, including the British aeroplanes 
supplied by the De Havilland and by the Hawker Aircraft Companies, which 
were delivered on board in English ports. 

I have, &c. 
A. E. WATKINSON. 
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* 
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THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF HIS BRITANNIC MAJESTY’S GOVERNMENT 

PERSIA. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

[E 1664/338/341 No. 1. 

Sir R. Hoare to Sir John Simon.—(Received March 14.) 
(No. 93.) 
Sir, Tehran, February 22, 1934. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 26 of 
the 11th January, instructing me to submit my observations upon the new Lloyd- 
Triestino steamship service to the Persian Gulf. I have also received your 
despatch No. 74 of the 8th February, transmitting the views of the Political 
Resident, and a copy of Sir Francis Humphrys’s despatch No. O.T. (A) 4 of the 
5th February upon the same subject. 

2. The information which I have been able to gather about the new venture 
in Tehran confirms that contained in Sir Francis Humphrys’s despatch. The 
Mesopotamia Persia Corporation are acting as agents for the Lloyd-Triestino, 
and Mr. Spence, the corporation’s representative at Ahwaz, went to Bander 
Shahpur to meet the Fenicia on her arrival (see my despatch No. 43 of the 
31st January). In view of the close relations existing between the corporation 
and the British India Steam Navigation Company, I presume that the corporation 
tion would hardly act in this capacity without the approval of the steamship 
company. It may even be that some understanding exists between the British 
India and Lloyd-Triestino companies, as the former are, I am told, more worried 
at present by the competition of the Hansa Line, who are quoting rates to 
European ports 50 per cent, lower than the British rates, rather than by the 
prospective competition of the Lloyd-Triestino. 

3. I am not aware whether much cargo is ordinarily carried by Lloyd- 
Triestino steamers to Bombay and thence trans-shipped to British India steamers 
for conveyance to ports in the Persian Gulf. If so this freight will be lost now 
that there are through steamers from Italy to the Gulf. But it seems to me more 
likely that most of the cargoes will consist of freight which would otherwise have 
been carried, possibly by Strick Line steamers, from ports on the North Sea. In 
any case the present programme, one round voyage in two months, is not very 
formidable, though it will doubtless be expanded if it proves a success. 

4. The immediate reason for the institution of this service has doubtless 
been the contracts obtained by Italian firms during the last year for the construction 
tion of various sections of the Trans-Persian Railway. I need hardly say that 
the account of these contracts given in the Sole of the 13th December last (see 
Rome despatch No. O.T. (A) 176 of the 14th December, 1933) is greatly 
exaggerated. The contracts do not cover the whole railway, in fact they probably 
cover less than 10 per cent, of the total line to be constructed, and they do not 
extend to any works not directly connected with the railway. Nevertheless, they 
are in themselves of substantial value; they have led to the introduction of many 
hundreds of Italian artisans and workmen, and they doubtless have led, and will 
lead, to extensive importations of Italian material and machinery. 

5. These cargoes, even with the cement trade to Iraq, may not be sufficient 
to render the new service profitable in the absence of subsidies from the Italian 
Government, but they are possibly sufficient to provide a commercial motive for 
the activities of that Government. I find it hard to believe that the Italian 
Government can have political aims in Persia in the sense of harbouring designs 
upon Persian territory or of wishing, or still less expecting, to acquire such a 
dominating position in the counsels of the Persian Government as will ensure 
them the support of Persia in major international affairs. I am equally sceptical 
about their aims in Iraq and in the Arab States of the Gulf so long, at any 
rate, as these are clearly marked as British preserves, although I realise that 
undue activity on the part of Italy in these States might force His Majesty’s 
Government into the uncomfortable position of having to announce open 
protectorates. 

[65 o—3] 

March 14, 1934r\ J 
i &C o 

Section 3. 
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6. The aims of the Italian Government in all these countries is, I surmise, 
to find new outlets for Italian trade and new spheres of employment for Italian 
subjects. To achieve these aims they will use every art and artifice to penetrate 
new markets, to secure concessions and contracts and to place Italians in Government 
ment or private employ, and the exercise of these arts and artifices may sometimes 
be indistinguishable from political activities. In any case, the extension of 
Italian interests in Persia, if at the expense of important British interests, is 
certainly most deplorable, though not more deplorable than the extension of 
Japanese or German interests, and doubly deplorable when it is secured by unfair 
competition, such as shipping subsidies. This last question is, as the Political 
Resident has pointed out, one that cannot be treated locally. For the rest I can 
only suggest that if the competition to British shipping is serious even without 
the subsidy (and there appears to be some grounds for doubting whether it would 
prove so), and if it is necessary to maintain the British India service on political 
grounds (for His Majesty’s Government, unlike the Italian Government, have 
political interests in Persia), a system of subsidies must be instituted irrespective 
of what the Italian or other Governments may or may not do. 

7. I am sending copies of this despatch to the Department of Overseas 
Trade (No. O.T. (B) 34), to the Foreign Secretary to the Government of India, 
to His Majesty’s Ambassador at Bagdad (No. 18), to the honourable the Political 
Resident in the Persian Gulf (No. 32), and to His Majesty’s consul at 
Ahwaz (No. 17). 

I have, &c. 
R. H. HOARE. 

50Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/3789. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100037162863.0x000033

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100037162863.0x000033?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Coll 30/72 'Foreign Shipping in: Inauguration of regular steamship service from
Italy by the Lloyd Triestino Company.' [26r] (51/109)

lb—? ^b O 

7. XtoUrJl lafeg-goaM- 

Jt»e : .“.•Fanlato” of tUa Hoya Triestliio Ootspaaar 

„rrlY«rt fw« ®pt at sanoar ebaUpor «'. 3«mX9 04, «w le 

a tr.-ap eteaner of very wwll tonaMS* to ' t>c<5n 

oast of Su«b toefoi-c aa**. «ae urvprovi.tc ‘. -'itH loe. All 

supplio. on bonr,l tod gone toi oto the Captnto o^tc to 

be able to Obtain cojjpUoo at '.nadar "totonr In a«aaa*>-«a«* v 

with the infoiTv.tton givon bin by the ?*r*is» *♦ PO* 1 * 

£.ai-.U Piwlaiono wws fow»l with the utaoat .Uffttnltjr t>jr 

•Uvo local agent euffioloat to loot until the reBBCl TOaehod 

Boom* Thin in the inauguration of a regular service of 

Italian ohiP« to Mercian Oulf ports, tto local agency le in 

the hand* of the totopotaala rereia ox^omtion itoited. 

51Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/3789. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100037162863.0x000034

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100037162863.0x000034?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Coll 30/72 'Foreign Shipping in: Inauguration of regular steamship service from
Italy by the Lloyd Triestino Company.' [26v] (52/109)

52Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/3789. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100037162863.0x000035

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100037162863.0x000035?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Coll 30/72 'Foreign Shipping in: Inauguration of regular steamship service from
Italy by the Lloyd Triestino Company.' [27r] (53/109)

« indexed 
In any further communication on this subject, please quote 

E. i'V'/" Vi?/) w- and address—wo< to any person by namefbut to— 
“The Under-Secretary of State,” Foreign Office, London, S.W. 1. <pr 

c 

@) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for Foreig 

compliments to d ^ Si 

and, by direction of 

»-■ Adairs prcBen^s his 

t 
ecretary of State, 

transmits herewith copies of the under-mentioned paper. 
fj. 

'TZa 

%) 

Foreign Office, 

Reference to previous correspondence : 

o loj^ j y 5U, 

Description of Ejiclosure. 

53Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/3789. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100037162863.0x000036

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100037162863.0x000036?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Coll 30/72 'Foreign Shipping in: Inauguration of regular steamship service from
Italy by the Lloyd Triestino Company.' [27v] (54/109)

54Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/3789. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100037162863.0x000037

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100037162863.0x000037?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Coll 30/72 'Foreign Shipping in: Inauguration of regular steamship service from
Italy by the Lloyd Triestino Company.' [28r] (55/109)

55Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/3789. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100037162863.0x000038

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100037162863.0x000038?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Coll 30/72 'Foreign Shipping in: Inauguration of regular steamship service from
Italy by the Lloyd Triestino Company.' [28v] (56/109)

56Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/3789. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100037162863.0x000039

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100037162863.0x000039?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Coll 30/72 'Foreign Shipping in: Inauguration of regular steamship service from
Italy by the Lloyd Triestino Company.' [29r] (57/109)

P.Z. 1573/34 

CONFIDENTIAL 
/s 

EXTRACT FROM REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS, PERSIAN GULF 
DIVISION. 

1st - 31st JANUARY 1954, 

36. Foreign Shipping in the Gulf* Competition with 

British shipping in the Gulf is at present confined to the 

Hansa Line (Germany) and to a few Russian and Japanese 

ships. Very shortly, however, according to a press 

message, Italy is to he represented in these waters by a 

regular monthly service of the Lloyd Triestino Line which 

will presumably be supported by a Government subsidy and 

will thus be able to offer lower cargo rates. There is 

already a marked absence of British goods in the Gulf. 

Provided that foreigi goods are delivered by British 

shipping the situation has some compensating feature, but 

if subsidised foreign shipping has to be competed against 

as well as trade, this advantage will be reduced. As an 

example, at Bahrain, a few days ago, S.S. "WOLFSBERG" of 

the Hansa line delivered about 240 tons of machinery 

(almost entirely for the Bahrain Petroleum Co.) and a large 

quantity of Belgian sugar. 
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2r ^ — 

Original by Bag . 
Copy ~by K.L«M « 

Overseas Trade No»(A)4 

JW • 
33422/1933 
COPY. 

BRITISH EM] ASSYq ^ 4 

BAGDAD. 

5th Pehruary, 1934. 
Copy sent by Air Mail. 

Sir 

I have the honour to inform you that, at the 

end of January, a Lloyd Triestino cargo vessel called at 

Basrah with a cargo of Italian cement 

Mr. Walter Denso, a representative of the Lloyd 

Triestino, is visiting Iraq from Bombay to make arrangements 

for a regular service between Trieste and Basrah. It is 

understood that the agents in Iraq will be the Mesopotamia 

Persia Corporation, who are the local agents for the 

Peninsular and Oriental, the British India, the Khedivial 

Mail, and the Ellerman and Bucknall Steamship Companies, as 

well as Lloyd's. Presumably therefore shipping interests 

in the United Kingdom are already well aware of the development. 

3. Mr. Wills of that corporation informs my Commercial 

Secretary that a "tramp” service is contemplated, with sailings 

every two months, calling, according to cargo available, at 

Port Said, Red Sea ports and Aden, Bombay and Karachi, Persian 

Gulf ports and Basrah, and possibly on the westbound voyage 

Haifa and Beyrouth. It is not at present proposed to carry 

passengers. Mr. Wills believes that the Lloyd Triestino have 

no present intention of rate-cutting; and are likely to compete 

• with the Soviet sailings from the Black Sea and the Hansa line 

sailings from Hamburg»rather than with British lines. 

4. The inauguration of a subsidised Lloyd Triestino 

service in the Persian Gulf has long been anticipated. It 

marks a further decrease in the predominance of British 

shipping / 

HIS MAJESTY'S 
PRINCIPAL SECRETARY OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

IN THE DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE. 
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2 

shipping in these waters; and will strengthen the commercial 

ties between Iraq, and Italy by opening a direct route for 

Italian products. Of these, cement from the Adriatic 

factories is at present the most important: but a further 

attack on the cement market in Iraq, is no longer a matter 

* 
. r of great concern to United Kingdom suppliers who lost 

lAV their lead here two years ago and have in any case little 
I 

hope of regaining it. 

5. i have sent copies of this despatch to His Majesty’s 

Minister, Tehran, and His Majesty’s Consul, Basrah. 

I have the honour to be with the highest respect, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient 

humble Servant, 

(Signed) F.H. HUMPHKYS. 
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av> 

SECRET. 

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT. 

Letter 
Telegram 

from 
Dated 

Rec. 
19 

Formally acknowledged 

Date. Initials. SUBJECT. 

To 

Chaing^n 

Under Secretary 

Secretary of State... 

Committee 

Under Secretary 

Secretary of State.... 

/if. 3, 

Persian Gulf. 

Proposed subsidised Lloyd Triestino 
service. 

Views of A-cesiaent ana Government of 
Inaia. 

U*b y 

’ 1 

Copy of Lr. k-yt'k. to J4 

FOR USE BY DEPARTMENTS ONLY. 

Iv.inute. 

Draft letter to Foreign Office, expressing 
general agreement witn views 
of Government of Inula and 
Colonel Fowle. 

16 MAR 1954 ^ 

' » 1 ' ■ 4 ' f 5 

Previous Papers :— 

1140 1000 8.32 
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Minute Paper. political Department. 

Please see Mr* Crombie’s minut/e on 

P.Z.288/34, i'lagged below, and tne subsequent 

corresponuence with the Political hesicient ana tne 

Government of Inaia. The Resiuent has not aealt with 

our enquiry as to the possible commercial importance 

of this further competing service and the extent to 

which it is likely to pay its way, but on that he is 

perhaps not in a very gooa position to offer 

observations of value. 

2. The situation is eased by the fact that the 

service will not, at any rate at this stage, call at 

the ports on the /irab littoral. If ana when it aoes, 

it will be impossible to differentiate between it ana 

the Hansa Line, wnich, from Colonel Powle’s telegram 

of 27th'February, already calls at D&bai and Chargah, 
out 

although no landings can be maae with/a special 

permission. 

3. I submit tnat we may write to the Foreign 

r: 

AsHgKtftSC® 

Office as in the draft attached. 

Secretary, L.& 0. Department, 

For information ana any observations. 

Vli. 

The Political Residents telegram quoted in the 
G. of I. telegram of the 2nd February"'seems to imply a belief lief that the only possible way of meeting the Italian policy 
icy of subsidising shipping is to do the sama. I doubt the 
correctness of this proposition, and should think the S. of 
S. would not wish to support it—as the present draft in 
form does— without careful consideration. 

Perhaps the first sentence of the second paragraph 
of the draft might be altered to read: 'The S. of S. ooes 
not wish at present to add anything to the remarks offered 
by Political Resident and the G. of I.” 
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Draft Paper. political Department 

DRAFT TELLGr^Ak . 

16 MAR 1934 
Sir 

In reply to your letter oT the 

11th January, No. S.7900/7900/34, 

regarding the proposed operation of 

a regular service to the Persian Gulf 

by tne Lloyd Triestino Company, I am 

directed by the 3/3 for 1. to refer 

to the correspondence with the G. of I. 

Resident and the G.of I. r-to^/vhich-fte 

naa no"tnln b to atrtt. The position is 

slightly eased by tne fact that from 

the information contained in D.O.T. 

memorandum No*334^L/33 dated ^Oth 

apparently at this stage call at the 

F.C 

Express Letter to G.of I, dated 
12th January, P.Z.288/54. 

Telegram from G.of I.., No.240, 
dated 2nd February, 

to G. of I., No.413, 

and the Political Resident in the 

Persian Gulf noted in the margin, of 

■which copies nave already been sent 

from time to time to the F.O. 

to G. of I., 

dated 21st February, 
from Resident, No.243, 

dated 14th February, 
to G. of I., No.492, 

2. The S/S ^ cc & x 2. The S/S ^ u 
dated 27th February, 

from G.of I., No.461, 
dated 28th February. 

vftth the observations of the Politica] 

February, the service will not 

SEC^E 7 fcEPT. JNDIA OFFlfNE ports on the Arab littoral of the 

Persian Gulf. 

PW.) C. If ALTON, 
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DECYPHJ2R OF TELEGRAM . 

From 
(COPIES 
CIRCULATED) 

Government of India, Foreign and 
Political Department, to Secretary 
of State for India. 

Dated Rew Delhi, 28th February, 1934, 

Received 28th February, 1934, 7 o 20 p c mc 

/f6/ 

^ XXX 

Addressed to Secretory of State for India and 

repeated to Political Resident, Bushire* 

Bushire telegram of 27th February, 243. 

Lloyd Triestino service. 

2. We agree with Political Resident and 

have no further observations to make. 
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FILE COPY 
P Z, 

^ 1593 

® ( 2 ) 

SECRET 

PCN/WB { 72 groups ) 

o 
DECYPHER OF TELEGRAM. 

(COPIES 
CIRCULATED) 

From Political Resident in the 
Persian Gulf to Foreign 
Secretary, Government of India, 
Foreign and Political Deptc, 
and repeated former to ( 
Secretary of State for India, 

Bated Bushire, 27th February, 19?.4< 

Received 3 27th February. 1934^ 

XXX 

a 
0 n 

Addressed to Foreign and repeated to Secretary of 

State for India* Secretary of State ? s telegram dated the 

21st February, 492 p 

(b) I do not think Lloyd Trestino is likely to 

be a political nuisance, and their agents for the Gulf 

are the Mesopotamian-Persian Corporation, who ere also 

agents for the British India Steamship Company* 

(c) I do not think we yen restrict Lloyd T* ships 

I 
visiting the trucial ports of Dabai amd Shargah, at which 

the Hansa Line calls> ttnd no one can land without permission. 
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jm*- 

Draft Paper. 
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I 

Letter 
&em 

to 

Reference to previous letter: 

D.O.T. dated / 3 • /* 3 £/- reference o? & • 

Description of Enclosure. 

Name and Date. 

^CLOSURE 4ktigUidft-Y L - 

l0 8 22 FEB. 1934 

m SECRETARY, POLITICAL AMD 

SECRE T DEPT. INDIA QfHRE 

iENT TO 
JA /• St-/- 

Copy also sent to: 

Subject. 

EsEwO. BliPT. 

2 1 FEB 1934 

INDIA Gh,~1CE 

1039. Wt. 15000/968. 10M. 11/32. Wy.P.C. 613. 2 
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/ 

D.O.T. 33422/1933. 

LLOYD TRIBSTIHO SERVICE TO PliHSIAll SULg . 

The Lloyd Triestino shipping company have inaugurated 

a new regular line of freight steamer sailings up the Persian Gulf# 

It is proposed to make the service a two-monthly one, and to 

follow the itinerary Trieste, Venice, Piume (optional). Port Said, 

Aden (optional), Bushire (optional), Bander Shapur, Mohammerah, 

Basra, Karachi, Bombay (optional), Marmagoa, Aden, Port Sudan 

(optional). Port Said, Venice, Trieste. 

The agents in Iraq are Messrs. Mesopotamia Persia Corporation, 

Limited . 

The first vessel, the s.s."FENICIA", arrived at Basra on 

the £7th January. She landed 1,000 tons cement and sailed on 

the 30th under charter to India. 

From - Department of Overseas Trade, 
(Shipping 8c Transport Section), 

9/IE Basinghall Street, E.C.2# 

20th February 1934* 
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Please see the submission on P.Z.288/34 below and 

the Resident's reply, to whicn the Government of Inaia 

have nothing to add. I cannot help feeling (and the 

Foreign Office are rather disposed to agree) that 

Colonel Fowle's telegram uoes not cover the whole ground. 

On the broad question in issue the point he takes is, of 

course, a good one. But to enable us to make up our minds 

here as to what, if any, action can be taken, it would, I 

think, be of assistance (ana the Foreign Office agree) to 

have some more precise indication of his views as to 

points such as the following:- 

(a) Whether in his view a service of this nature is 
likely to pay; 

(b) To what extent it is likely to be a nuisance, 
politically or otherwise; 

(c) What, if any, political precautions will be needed 
in the event of its materialising. Ought 
there, for instance, to be any restriction on 
visits to Trucial ports, on the landing of 
foreigners in any of the Gulf Sheikhdoms, etc? 

I think it might be worth consulting him again 

as in the te legram attached. 
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2262 5000 11.33 

Draft Paper political Department. 

DHAFT TLLLG.m . 

4 lb 

From Secretary of State 

To Government of India, 

Foreign and Political Dept. 

Repeated Political Resident^ J3ushire. 
Ac/a~c**<.^ ** J* J?rr ^ 

'^ul -rJ- 

IW' 

/// ^ / / 9 — 

j-"X \aXjkjJ *Z o Uj^ — 

/ / y • * 
IT* < cj r rf-tv U < 

(Hr 

r -77-*4r S££/V BtstS - DATE I TIME 
RECD. IN Tti.BSH. /V '2 3C W r/fOl 
CODE, X or XX 
DE3PAWHE* 
No. of v:n$ox lot] Cf" fotf 
sswtfFs /,stmts 

to firf. &*. 
Your telegram dated 2nd February," 

y * * / S S' 
240■ Italian Steamship service to 

/ s / 
Persian Gulf. It would be of great 

/ / ✓ / 
assistance in considering question to 

W / / / ' 
have your views and Resident's on 

✓ * - / 
following additional points: 

ya) Possible comnercial importance 

offfurther competing^service and^ A / ' ✓ / / 
extent to which it is likely to pay 

/ / 
its way. 

S * * + 
(10 What, if any, political 

precautions are desirable in 
/ * s s + 

connection with it, e.g. restrictions 
# ✓ x / /> 

on visiting Trucial ports, on landing 
/ s' 

of foreigners, etc. 
/ s'* 

We do not, of course, yet know 
/ ✓ ^ 

precise itinerary proposed, but we 
* . s s ' / 

are anxious to be quite clear well in 
/ f t / , 

advance as to attitude to be adopted 
t^ t ' t / 

on local political aspects of question 
. ' . / * + if project materialises. 
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( 94 groups ) 

aiLOLPJUL& 0 ,F,„, T 1.Z,. IQL^JL 

From. 
(COPIES 
CIBCUUTSD) 

Government of India. Foreign 
and Political Department, to 
Secretary of State for India 

Dated New Delhi, 2nd February, 1934c 

Deceived 2,45 p.m., 2nd February, 1934 

240, Addressed to Secretary of State for India, and 

repeated to Bushire, 

Reference your express letter of January 12th ? 1934, 

P 2 288-34.Italian Steamship Service to Persian Gulf* 

Par agraph No 2 o Following telegram from Political Resident 

in the Persian Gulf No, 96, January 29th, 1934* Begins, Your 

telegram of the 23rd instant, 152, I share the views of Foreign 

Office (vide their letter dated January 11th to Board of Trade), 

that entry of Italian Steamship Service into Persian* Gulf is 

much to be deplored. This entry, however, would appear to be 

only local aspect of world wide problem, and so long as Italian 

Government pursue policy of subsidies, and His Majesty 
f s 

Government’s policy is to refrain from doing so, I do not see 

how we can meet this competition. Ends. 

Paragraph No, 3. Government of India have no further 

comments to offer. 
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3Y •ISa; B43 

'•tfldantv-l. 

■ . Z. 697,A4. 

in closure in covering letter freas t>i« Dep^rt^etit of 
Overaese Trade 9 Ko*24?d5/34 # dated &4th January 

Sir, 

With reference to ivpres* Letter Ho.24 addreeeed to 

you on January dth by the mitienl A^ent, »ahrain # m copy 

of 'frhich w^a eent to the .Depert^ent of Cveraeae Trade toy 

Lieutenant •Colonel L©ek # can the euhjeet of the ^cU Title* 

of the iienea Line in the ittminn luif # 1 directed by 

Secretary Sir John Simon to etate that Me sere, frank Citric* 

^ Co.Ltd<, 117, Leadonhall street, London, £• 0.3,, who are 

loading broker* for the r-triok end ftXlmmmn l»in*tn (referred 

to in paragraph 5 of the rolitlo^l Arent*?* despatch ne the 

‘“City Line*), ere at present negotiating with the London 

repraeent^tive of the Bahrain retroleu So.Ltd. , for » thr^e 

yei».r» 4 contract for the earring* of their cargo fro®, the 

■Tnited State* with trenahipment ? t an United Kin -dcn or 

continental pert* 

2. A» Meeare.fro»< C, 'itrice 4 Co.Ltd. , ^re Leading 

brokers to the £11 err an line for the Persian Oulf service, 

and in view of the feet that their negotiations have now 

reached an advanced stage, it would not seem to be expedient 

at the present moment to raise the nation of another route, 

which would not, re fV-r »e i« known, i»»ke any eericue 

difference regard* the rate of freight and wculd divert 

trrnahlppient frew an United Kingdom port. 

5. It i* tuggeeted thjst you might inform the Political 

Agent/ 

Lieutenant•Colonel T.C.W. Fowle, C.B.J,, 

etc., etc., @tc.. 
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r - % - 

Agiint mX bmtorntn in cotifid#nce ©f th® petition urn indiei%t©dl 

*5.b©v© # *«i4 fet th* mmm tias© «nquir« vtH*t c»y«o th« «. 9 . 

“ neHtf#!!©* frees the United ?ueh 

infers Ation would b« ©f intor«?*t t© the Department ©f 

Overeea* ?r»de. 

4. Heeere.Frsak C. trick * C©^I,t U # feel pure thot 

they h«Y© the metter well in hand, and that United Stetee 

material i« not likely to be tran©hipped t© Hane* Line 

reaeel« in the future. 

I «fs, «tc. 
W 
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K 

Notes. 

Minute Paper. 

SECRET. 
POLITICAL DEPARTMENT. 

Dated 
1 19 . 

Pec. 

Date. Initials. SUBJECT. 

To 

Under Secretary 

Secretary of State... 

Committee 

Persian Gulf. 

Inauguration of a regular service to 
the Persian Gulf by the L.oyc.- 

driestino Company. 

Under Secretary 

Secretary of State... 

Copy of to 

FOR INFORMATION. 

V 

The Foreign Office are consulting the 

| 
Board of Trade and H.M. Minister, Tehran, 

about this development which they regard as 

being of considerable potential importance, 

and we have also sent an express letter 

asking the Government of India and the 

Political Resident for their views. It 

,seems clear that the Italian line is 

receiving a heavy Government subsidy, and 

it is considered that the Italian Governments 

motives must be mainly political. 

^‘ksched note prepared by the Department 

Previous Papers :— Overseas irade shows the foreign services 

at present running to the Persian Gulf with 

their ports of call as far as these can be 

specified. It will be seen that the German 

Hansa line is the only one which hitherto 

has j 

5041 2000 1.31 
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<0 
* 

'i 

has been maintaining what can be described 

as a iairly regular service. The Department 

of Overseas Trade think that the Italian service 

will probably call at Bandar Shahpur and any other 

port for which they have sufficient cargo, and the 

possibility arises that they may wish to call at 

ports on the Arab Coast of the Gulf. We may, 

therefore, have to consider whether it is desirable 

that any steps should be taken to restrict the 

penetration of Italian influence into the Arab 

States. There can, of course, be no objection 

to Italian vessels landing cargo at Bahrain, 

Koweit or Muscat, but it might be considered 

necessary to prohibit the crews from landing at these 

ports, and some action may also have to be taken in 

regard to the Trucial Coast where, as far as is known, 
i'*'. 

vessels belonging to European States have not hitherto 

made calls. The Trucial Shaikhs have in the past 

been generally hostile to the idea of visits being 

made by foreign vessels to their States and reference 

is invited to the papers at P.951/26 in the attached 

bound volume regarding the Shaikh of Debai f s refusal 

to allow the landing of cargo from a German vessel. 

There are precedents for excluding foreigners from 

the Arab Coast, and after the war restrictions were 

imposed on German Nationals visiting any of the Arab 

States in the Gulf (please see Mr. Laithwaite f s note 

of 2nd October, 1930, flagged). These restrictions ^ 

have since been withdrawn in the case of Bahrain, 

Muscat and Koweit. Restrictions have also been 

imposed on Soviet vessels, and in 1928 the Shaikhs of 

Koweit/ 

* 

^''tTT/u 

Igi' 
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Minute Paper, Department. 

Koweit and Bahrein were advised not to allow the 

crews of Kussian vessels to land (P.2954/28), 

The Shaikh of Bahrein, who has a religious objection 

to Soviet citizens, went further than this, . and in 

1929 the Bahrein Government issued a notification 

forbidding Russian vessels even to land cargoes at 

Bahrain. ^ J 

Meanwhile we can await the views of the Government 

of India and the Political Resident, and the question 

whether any special action need be taken can be 

considered in the light of these. 

lit 

ls\\ 
. 

Ma ‘* u 
^r 

& ctf- ^ 

C cr ̂9<JL/CLor K ' j 
T$6 

ULn*r: - 

/cA /jr / ? s> 2 

I , '//z 
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DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE. 

35 , Old Queen Street, 

London, S.W.l. 

23rd January, 1934. 

With reference to your telephone enquiry of 
'•» 

January 19th regarding foreign steamship services in 

the Persian Gulf, I enclose a memorandum on the subject 

which has been prepared in the Shipping Section of the 

Department of Overseas Trade. I hope that the memorandum 

embodies the information you require. If it does not, 

please let me know. 

Telephone: Whitehall 9040. 
Telegrams • Advantage, Pari, London. 

Reference No.. 

7 W ClA ft Lx (L. 

G. E. Crombie, Esq. 

95Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/3789. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100037162863.0x000060

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100037162863.0x000060?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Coll 30/72 'Foreign Shipping in: Inauguration of regular steamship service from
Italy by the Lloyd Triestino Company.' [48v] (96/109)

96Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/3789. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100037162863.0x000061

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100037162863.0x000061?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Coll 30/72 'Foreign Shipping in: Inauguration of regular steamship service from
Italy by the Lloyd Triestino Company.' [49r] (97/109)

The only foreign services at present running to the Persian 

Gulf are:- 

(l) Hausa Line (German), of Bremen, wnich advertises calls 

at Bunder Abbas, Lingan, Bahrain, Bushire, Mohammerah and Basra. 

Lloyd Triestino . of Trieste, from the Adriatic. 

Sovtorgflot » of Odessa, from Russian Black Sea Ports. 

Swedish Bast Asiatic Co. . of Gothenburg, from Gothenburg and the 
Continent. 

While the Hausa Line advertise calls at all the ports 

mentioned, they call only when sufficient inducement offers, and 

it frequently happens that ports are omitted. The same remarks 

apply to all lines. 

The Lloyd Triestino service started in December, 1933 and was 

based on Italian exports for the new railway. They will, therefore 

probably call at Bandar Shahpour and any other port for w^ich they 

have sufficient cargo. 

The Sovtorgflot follow the usual Russian plan of butting 

in wherever they see a chance. 

The Swedish East Asiatic Co., made a few calls with Swedish 

railway material for the Persian Railway. They are not making 

further calls at present. 

While certain Japanese interests have their eyes on the 

Persian Gulf, they have not yet started running a regular line. 

22nd January, 1934, 
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- / 

Secretary ot Btat« ior udia, 

ijovei nwent of m ia f Foreign St i olltieal Depax taantf 

l^th <}unuary» 1934* 

F.^. 389/34* 

kepoated Folitioal Heoidant* Bu hira* 

X shall he grateful for your aai ly obsorva tiona on 

foreign 01 ice letter J»o. h, T9U0A900/M, dated 11th Jnmiury, eo >y 
sent heiewlth. Italian Steamship service to Persian C 11'. 

The issue of the above h e been authorised* 

(Sd.) J. G. WALTOh. 

99Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/3789. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100037162863.0x000064

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100037162863.0x000064?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Coll 30/72 'Foreign Shipping in: Inauguration of regular steamship service from
Italy by the Lloyd Triestino Company.' [50v] (100/109)

100Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/3789. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100037162863.0x000065

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100037162863.0x000065?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Coll 30/72 'Foreign Shipping in: Inauguration of regular steamship service from
Italy by the Lloyd Triestino Company.' [51r] (101/109)

F 
CONFIDENTIAL 

In any further communication 
on this subject, please quote 
No. E 7900/7900/34 

and address— 
not to any person by name. 

but to— 
“The Under-Secretary of State,’’ 

Foreign Office, 
London, S.W.l. 

r r. z. 
* r O • > 

) / o 

i G ^ /. 
Foreign Office. 

S.V.l. 

11th January, 1934 

Sir, 

I am directed "by Secretary Sir John Simon to transmit to 

you, to he laid before Secretary Sir Samuel Hoare, the 

accompanying copies of correspondence with the Department of 

Overseas Trade and the Board of Trade regarding the 

inauguration of a regular service to the Persian Gulf by the 

Lloyd Triestino Company. 

2. Sir John Simon considers this development as 

potentially of substantial importance. It seems clear that 

a heavy government subsidy must be involved and that the 

Italian Government’s motives must be mainly political. A 

further factor is thus added to those which are already 

effecting the rapid development of the Persian Gulf area and 

making it an object of increasing international interest. 

3* Sir John Simon is seeking the views of His Majesty’s 

Minister at Tehran on this matter and I am to suggest, for the 

consideration of Sir Samuel Hoare^that the Political Resident in 

the Persian Gulf should also be requested to furnish his 

observations thereon. 

4. Copies of this letter are being sent to the 

Board of Trade, Admiralty, Air Ministry and Department of 

Overseas Trade. 

I am, 

COPY SENT BY AIR MAR- 

of ‘^j 
1 1 ̂  ^ 

Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 

The Under Secretary of State, 
India Office. 

RECO. PPL. DEPt. 

12 JAN 1334 

INDIA OFFICE 
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THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF HIS BRFTANNI<f JvfiJ&TY’S GOVERNMENT 

Department of Overseas Trade to Foreign Office.—(Received December 22.) 

THE Comptroller-General of the Department of Overseas Trade presents his 
compliments to the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and transmits 
herewith copy of despatch Overseas Trade (A) No. 176, from His Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Rome, dated the 14th December, 1933, respecting the inauguration 
of a new regular service to the Persian Gulf by the Lloyd Triestino Company. 

Department of Overseas Trade, 

(Overseas Trade (A) No. 176.) 
Sir. Rome, December 14, 1933. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that the Sole of the 13th instant reports 
that the Lloyd Triestino Company will inaugurate, on the 23rd instant, a new 
regular service to the Persian Gulf, in connexion with important undertakings 
going forward in this part of Asia, not up to the present served by Italian vessels, 
as a result of the construction of important public works put in hand by the 
Persian Government with a view to developing the economic activity of the country 
and to increasing its trade with Europe. 

2. This programme includes several bridges, electric power stations and a 
railway trunk of 600 kilom., which will link up the vast hinterland to the port 
of Bandar-Shahpur, all of which have been entrusted to Italian industry. 

3. The new shipping service will be included in the seven lines at present 
worked by the Lloyd Triestino Company to India, the Far East and Dutch East 
indies and the Fenicia will operate the service. 

PERSIA. 
i & 3 * 

December 22, 1933. 

CONFIDENTIAL Section 1 . 

[E 7900/7900/34] No. 1. 

December 21, 1933. 

Enclosure in No. 1. 

Sir E. Drummond to Sir John Simon. 

I have, &c. 
ERIC DRUMMOND. 

[999 y—1] 
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I am directed by secretary sir John Simon to transnit to 
you, to be laid before the Board of -rode, the sccoononylng 
00 ,7 ° f " lettep th « ^nrtment of overseas -Tmde regard 
he inua niD.tion of a oorvice to the rerslan f?ulf by the Tdoyi 

?rier.tino Oeapany, toother with o copy of a letter addreesed 
to the India Office on this subjjaot. 

2 ' ' ! ' her ° cm be Uttle f1oub t that this is a further 
instance of the heavy subsidising of shinning by the Italian 
Government• Pron the political stondpoint the entry of an 
Italian oemco into the Persian Gulf is much to be denlored. 

3 ‘ 31r * > ' ohn slaon *111 Kind to receive the 
observations of the Board as to the extent of British ship-ins 
interests in the Gulf and «« ,■>„ V uuii anu an to the degree to which they are 
likely to be affected. 

Copies of thin letter are being sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. India om C o, Admiralty and 
Air Ministry, 

I am. 

Sir© 

Tour obedient Servant P 

v v A. WAHNER, 

The Secretary 

to the Board of Trade. 
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