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P.Z.3091/1937.

Fo. E.2272/1359/91.

)

The Under-Secretery

presents his compliments to

for India and, by direction of the Secretary of State,

transmits herewith copy of the under-mentioned paper. L

FOREIGN OFFICE.

7th May, 1937.

Reference to previous correspondence.

of State for Foreign Affeirs

the Under-Secretary of State

India Office letter

Description of Enclosure. Bl

No.P.Z.2649/37 of 2lst April.

Name and Date.

Subject.

From
H.M. Representative,
Tehran.

No.l22, March 3l.

Search of Debei trading
dhows and jollyboat by
Persian gunboat "Babr" in
neighbourhood of the
Quoins.

Similar letter sent

to Admiralty.
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P.Z.3091/37.

No.l22. BRITISH LEGATION,

TEHRAN.

)

3lst March, 1937.

His Majesty's Representative presents his
compliments to His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State
of Foreign Affairs end has the honour to treansmit herewith,
copies of the documents mentioned in the subjoined Schedule, s

on the subject of Search of Debai Dhows by "Babr".

Reference:- Despetch No.193 - S of the 12th
Februaery, from the Political Resident H
in the Persian Gulf to the Secretary

of State for India.

Note from His Majesty's Minister to the Iranian
Minister for Foreign Affairs, No.l44 of the 3lst

March, 1937.

Copies also sent to: Indie No.54.
Bushire No.25.
Senior Navael Officer
No.237/10/37.
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P.2.3091/37.

X
(237310/37)

3lst Mareh, 1937.

d

Monsieur le Ministre,

I have the honour to inform Your Excellency that
my sttention has recently been drawn to two cases in which
ships of the Imperial Iranien Navy have interfered with
Areb vessels within Arab territorial waters.
2. The first incident took place on the 25th Januery
(5th Behmen). On thet dete H.I.M.S. "Babr" stopped and
searched two dhows belonging to Debai. The first dhow
wes searched two miles North East of Quoin Islend, and the
second one mile from Quoin Island. Both dhows were therefore
stopped within the territoriel waters of the Sultan of Muscat.
The first dhow is the property of Muhemmad Khan of Debai,
and its Nekhuda is nemed Ahmed Ali Hermuzi. The second
belongs to a reletive of Muhemmed Khen and its Nakhude is
7 Hasan Tahleak. The two dhows carried passengers and cargoes
of salt, dates and clothing for the Batineh coast. The
cargoes of both dhows were searched, being prodded with a
steel prong, and the baggege end clothing of the
passengers and crews were also searched. After completion

of the search, the dhows were allowed to proceed.

3. The second incident took place on the 16th
February (27th Behmen). On that dete an unnemed jolly-boat,

belonging to Debei, seiled from Khassab to Debai with a

cargo of dried fish. The jollyboat is the property of
Humeil bin Khalfen el Basti of Debei, and the Nakhuda is
nemed Ali bin Hasan ash-Shahi of Khassab. At about noon
on the 16th February (27th Bahmen) an Iranian warship was

sighted coming from the direction of Henjam. The name of

His Excellency, this/

Monsieur Enayatollah Semiy,
| Minister for Foreign Affairs,

- TEHRAN.
| —

B
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this warship is not known, but it is believed thet she was
H.I.M.S. "Chehrokh". When the jolly-boat was off Ghamde

(between Bakha and Sha'eam) she was overtaken by the

s

D

warship, which stopped & few yards distant from her. Both

vessels were then ebout one mile from the shore. The

Nekhuda waes ordered to go aboard the warship, where he was

questioned about the nationality of his boat, himself and
his crew. He was then allowed to proceed.

4, Your Excellency will observe that in both these
ceses, Arab vessels from Debai were stopped by Iranian
warships actually within Areb territorial waters. In
these circumstences I must meke to Your Excellency & strong
protest at these further cases of interference with Arab
vessels outside Iranian territorial waters. In my

note No.1ll2 of the 1lth March (20th Esfend 1315) I hed

the honour to remind Your Excellency thet incidents of

this nature could not but meke a most unfortunate
impression. I have no doubt that His Mejesty's Government
1 in the United Kingdom and the Government of India will view
these further incidents with much concern, and I would
therefore agein earnestly request Your Excellency, in the
interests of the friendly relations so happily existing
between those Govermnments and the Imperial Govermment, to
cause strict instructions to be issued to the Commending
Officers of His Imperial Majesty's ships to abstain from
interference with Arab vessels outside Iranian territorial
| waters.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to

Your Excellency the assurance of my highest consideration.

(Signed) H. J. Seymour.
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q o

I 2 o
3 , Qutstanding Dhow Cases.
e In view of the number of these cases 2t present unsettled,
& brief summary of them may be useful.
= 1. The case of the Kowelti dhow "Suhail", which was fired on
¥ithin off Lingah on the 12th May 1936, three members of the crew being
ii:ﬂo wounded.
No reply hssever been received to our note of protest
dated 31/7/36 - poper B582/2/36. Our last reminder is 260/26/37
l (the note protesting about the seizure of the silk-smuggling dhow) .
]; | ‘::::::orial 2. The case of the Omeni dhow which wees seized off Bandar
| :;::::d" Abbas on 22nd October nnd relessed on November 1st., two rifles
by Iran. peing retained.
7/2% Lr The action which we proposed to teke is stated in 675/17/36,
1 a telegram to Bushire deted December 18th 1936. We deferred

sction pending confirmation from Bushire that the crew of the

dhow were Muscati subjects. No reply hes ever been received

from Bushire snd we heve side nothing to the Irsnian Government.
This cese started badly with Me jor Lincoln's absurd delay over
reporting, and it hes remained slightly ridiculous. It seems

1 rather doubtful if we can do anything now.

| 3. The seizure of the Koweiti dhow which was to smuggle silk

1 into India. The dhow was seized off Khassab on the 25th January

and released on the 28th February, 16 pieces of silk being

missing.
1 ¥ile off We protested in our note No.260/26/37 handed to Samiy by
Arab shore.

His Majesty's ¥inieter on the 16th March.
3 4. The case of the three Debsi dnows which were sailing to

the Batineh coast s:nd 2 of which were searched near the quoins

Muscat
:::?“_:"’hk also on January 26th. They were not detained. Our informstion
ers.
l e T4 is now complte, and we rre ready to protest. 237/9/37.
‘ s The case of the Debai jolly-boat which was searched (?
I by/
g
|
- -Vb——___ -4

) s
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iile from U
irab shore; by the Chahrokh) on voyage from Khassab to Debai on the 16th
doubtful » 2
whether Muecat ©°ruary.
r Ragsd" &
zhaim:h Report only just received -~ protest suggested, linked
waters. with 4.  381/1/37.
Doubt ful 6. The case of the Koweiti sambuk seized at Qusbeh on or

sbout Februsry 8th when returning empty down the Shatt after
carrying shingle from Gubiyeh to Abadan. 3856/1/37.
eport only Just received. further enquiries suggested,

with preliminary note to Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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Interference with Dibai dhow by
an Iranian sloop.
~
The dhow was stopped by the sloop on 1l6th »
February in Arab territorial waters. The Political

Resident considers that the action of the sloop was
tantamount to a search and he has suggested that

H.M.Minister at Tehran should make a protest to the
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Iranian Government.
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Copy of Memorandum No.C/185-16/4 dated tne 27th
February 1937 from the Residency Agent, Sharjah, to tne
Polit icel Agent, Banrzin.
~

I beg to enclose a letter (with translation) in
original dated the 13th Dhul Hijjah 1355 (24th February
1957) from the Shaikh of Dubai to me.

2. The jollyboat interfered with by the Persiam man-of-
war belongs to Humaid bin Khalfan al Basti of Dybai while
the nakhude 'Ali bin Hasen ash-Shani is from Khasab, Muscat.
I enquired from the naknuda #out tne incident and attach a
statement giving the details required in such cases.

3. fhe naknuda states that on Tuesday the 16th
Febrwry 1937 he left Khasab about the sunrise and at about
12,00 hours he saw a Persian gunboat coming from Henjam
direction. That when he reached Ghamdha (between Bakha
and Sha'am) tne ship reacned nim and stopped at a distance
of about one mile from the shere. ine ship stopped few
yards away from the jollyboat acd asked the naknuda to go

alongside the snip and show thnem a sample of the cargo

they had on board. The naknuda took few fisnes with him
k' and went to the ship in nis skiff. He was asked (in Arabic)
# by the ship's interpreter, wnile an Ofticer was taking
notes in his book, about tne nationality of tne boat,

nakhuda and crews Tne naknuda replied correctly to all
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