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6,

Minute Paper. P.Z. 1168 2 Department.

\

‘

|

J Director-in-Chief, I.E.T D.,

l Please see Foreign Office letter of 25th
February below. The decision to accept the Persian
suggestion was, of course, taken after consultation
with you, and with your concurrence.

l We recognised, I think, that, while it

might be arguable that the Governmental agreement now
d to be negotiated about telegraphs did not preclude
private individuals from pressing their claims for
damages against the Persian Government, it was
exceedingly unlikely that the Persian Government,

once the agreement had been signed, would recognise
for a moment any such claims. But it seemed in any
case exceedingly unlikely that we could hope to get
any satisfaction for such claims from Persia; there is
nothing to show that any substantial number of claims
(or indeed, on our information, any) have been put 1
forward; it is, I understand from you, definitely to
our advantage to accept the Persian wording in that

it will preclude the Persian Government from raising
a number of substantial claims against us arising out
of the telegraph settlement; and in the circumstances
the balance of advantage seemsd dMiddMly( to rest with
acceptance of the Persian suggestion, even if at some
later stage we should be faced with a request for
assistance from former members of the Indo-European
Telegraph Department in respect of claims of the nature

under discussion.

The Foreign Office are, not unnaturally,

anxious/
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anxious to dissociate themselves from any contingent
liability, and on the whole I suggest, subject to your {
observations, that we may accept their view and indicate
our readiness formally to relieve them of liability. i
Have you any reason to suppose that any claims are likel§
to be received, or that, if they are received, they are
likely to be of any importance?

z;{¢.36F10&ﬂk—”

2% 1 H

‘ I presume the F.O. refer only to

claims by British subjects;private claims by Persian

; subjects being made through Persian official channehs.

| So far as I am aware there are no outstanding privahe
claims against the Persian Government by the Britist

i members of the staff in Persia and I do not think
that any are likely to arise. The Persian line sFafr
have from time to time lost property from civil l
disturbances and so far as the loss was a result oq
their employment compensation has been given by the
Department;in/ other cases the claims have been ;
passed on to the Persian Government and I fear have
received only the same treatment as claims from

other Persian subjectds, In any case the claims Pf

the line staff would be unimportant,and I agree we bsy
safely accept the F.O. view, :

[
| The word "claims" is important to us as
; it will cover the Persian claim to be paid the ;

{ balance due to them of the Terminal Rate and TraffiF
Account
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—

Minute Paper. Department.

Account,which now amounts at the present rather
abnormal exchange rate to approximately ta
5 lakhs of rupees. Without the word "claims"
i1t might be possible for Persia to argue that,
| representing as it does money collected on their
behalf for telegraph traffic,they were entitled
to receive this balance on the grounds that it

i)

did not properly constitute a "debt".
1 I concur with the terms of the proposed
draft letter to the F.O,

| A b

X8 S

Sir Maurice Simpson's minute suggests
that there is probably not much in this question.
I doubt if it is worth referring in our letter to the
Foreign Office to the distinction between claims by
British subjects and by Persian subjects. The
Telegraph Department in the past seems to have used
1ts discretion in the case of the latter as between
paying a measure of compensation itself and
referring the claimants to their own Government. If
a particularly deserving case were to be brought up
in the future we could no doubt consider (particularly
a8 the amount involved would be unlikely to be of ‘
importance) some @x gratia payment. I submit a draft
letter to Mr. Rendel for my signature, if approved.
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‘ the existence of any private claims
!
i gainst the Persian Government
1 ~ v
bers of t Indo-Europ
Telegraph De i)f,ft.. t.utho 20 A8
of course, possible that so suck
claims may exist. We have, however,
in t] i(< Ox‘i‘i,,h Ty el (TR ISR

prospect of securing any compensation

from Persia in respect of personal
any kind was exceedingly
is definitely to our

advantage, by accepting t present

redraft, to preclude t Persia

Government from raising certain

substantial counter-claims which

they might be in a position to press

-
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prepared to agree, therefore, to

e i inaa A 5 ; =
1 ourselves with any private claims

BRITISH
Advyan

Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/3421. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qgdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100039523053.0x00000a



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100039523053.0x00000a?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

duilgll jhs djisa
Qatar National Library

Coll 28/24 ‘Persia. Relations with H.M.G. Private Claims against Persian Govt by
members of the I.LE.T.D.’ [5v] (10/28)

A bt

1

| |
—— | — |

BRITISH
Advyan

Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/3421. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100039523053.0x00000b

10


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100039523053.0x00000b?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

duilngll Jadi i<
Qatar National Library

Coll 28/24 ‘Persia. Relations with H.M.G. Private Claims against Persian Govt by
members of the I.LE.T.D.’ [6r] (11/28)

3 -~ f‘) )n/" 7)
P <
>
i ?
YL 1
i
|
gzt )
7 =
e 7({:/9/
- /4" s
Y ’
(8}
der [ (el whereby "The British and Persi overnment utually
(RK‘az‘chh ‘ i > : ! o : S LE e
ﬁu'}kl“} gree u incel all 2bts and clalims €x1stlng | ween
C ! t
ernmer 11 t
| 3 e Indo
5 nt
) CC( R 2 ~
o A
4 D1L1TY A o A c O mect
i 1c¢ )
|
’ ’

BRITISH
Advyan

Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/3421. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qgdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100039523053.0x00000c¢



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100039523053.0x00000c?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

Qamglﬁmry
Coll 28/24 ‘Persia. Relations with H.M.G. Private Claims against Persian Govt by

members of the I.LE.T.D.’ [6v] (12/28)

L sl LA S s s e iag

<

i
i
|
!“
i

Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/3421. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100039523053.0x00000d



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100039523053.0x00000d?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

duilngll Jadi i<
Qatar National Library

Coll 28/24 ‘Persia. Relations with H.M.G. Private Claims against Persian Govt by
members of the I.LE.T.D.’ [7r] (13/28)

(7
e
i‘“

BRITISH
Advyan

Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/3421. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100039523053.0x00000e



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100039523053.0x00000e?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

dgilngll g disa
Qatar National Library

Coll 28/24 ‘Persia. Relations with H.M.G. Private Claims against Persian Govt by
members of the |.E.T.D.’ [7v] (14/28)

Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/3421. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100039523053.0x00000f



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100039523053.0x00000f?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

duilgll jhs djisa
Qatar National Library

Coll 28/24 ‘Persia. Relations with H.M.G. Private Claims against Persian Govt by

Y WateVa
(i o 0O¢ :“/_L\J,' K
Py

! -~

e

members of the |.LE.T.D.” [8r] (15/28)

1

Crpﬁer telegram to Mr, PerT, (Tehren),

I uary, 193 00 p.m.
Foreign Office, 2lst February, 1981, 7.00 I

No.15.
e ~0=0=~0=0=0=0=0+
Your telegrems NOS. 19 .end 20 L ack

Februarél withdrewal of Indo-Zurepecn
Department ).
Tyensfer to Ferslen Government of Gulf cebles is

£ %) restion Althoug n les &t
quite out ol Tae vestion. Although these ceb

+ Jo
0
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._)
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present touch Pers
egsentially &s ciasnie f mmnicetion between Ireq

eny wey & pert of

The Jask-Gwedur line vee not built on eccount
of the Persian Government end g0 is in quite different
category from those now +0 be henced OvVer. His
Mejesty's Government would be very reluctant to agree
+o0 transfer of ownership. They hope that you will
be eble to meke full use of the very generous neture
of the settlement as & whole end comparative un-
importence of J& sk-Gwadur line, which after all cen be
of little real use to Persia, 10 induce & more
accommodeting attitude on this point on the part of
the Persien CGovernment. I approve your leangu&age
about the royalty.

Thege is no objection +0 insertion of proposed
reference to Arabisten lines or of words "and claims"
in peragreph 3.

As

-
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\

As reserds peragraph 4 our wording was desl me

to cover of feilure on pert of suthorised

ezent to underteke necessery res nonsibilities, in which
case His Majesty's Government might have to assume
temporery charge. Tt is desirsble thet sgreement
should not preclude this possibility, end thet it should
be clear thet British egent 1s to be designated by His

Mejesty's Government, not by Persiens, Point could
however be met DY cdoption of following alternetive
phrese "The Persiar Government will permit a British
zgent eppointed by T he Government of tie United Kingdom
to continue to mointein and work etc. In thet case
responsibility for @ mnistretion end upkeep should be
confined to agent.

You mey now inform L.inister of Posts that His

Mejesty's Government are appointing Commnicetions
npeny as their authorised agent and that in view of
' his enquiry we &re sugcesting to Compeny that they
shoul: get into touch with h 1 in regerd to rates etc.
Director-in-Chief, Indo-Zuropean Telegraph
Department, understands srom Newton thet Persiemns have
enquired whet shere they will get for traffic golng

via Gulf cebles as they prefer this to Russien route.

i Answer is that they will recelve their own notified
1i terminal end trensit retes in respect of Perslan
section, but no share of ceble rates.

Wireless stations: I agree that these should
pe left for general Treaty as proposed. But as
Persisns have rzised the point I see no objection to

a

= 8

T — .
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@,

(3]

g reference to the fact that the future disposal of the
wireless station at Henjem snd the wireless apparetus
st the Bushire end Lingsh stetlions is to be decided

in connexion with the treaty settlement now under

negotietion, If you cen also secure provision regard-

We propose to close dovn Lingsh from lierch 1st, post-
poning trensfer of epperatus, which will be kept in
slty in charge of subordinate, until conclusion of
Treaty., From Merch 1st Bushire and Henjem will be
worked by Communications Compeny. It might be well

to mention this to the Persiens and, without esking for
formal assurance, to escertein that no objection will
be teken,

Repeated to India No,7,

| jrasgmnn
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Decode, Mr, Parr, (Tehvsn).
Pebruary 18th, 1931.

§ B g B 510 2 o7 1 e Febru&ry 0~ 1 S 1 R
> R, 5.50 p.m, Februery 18th, -1931.
Moo 18, = (Ha

My telegram No, 15.

Ministier for Foreign Affairs, Minister of
Posts, Dircctor of I...[. Department, and I met
yesterday to discuss outline agreement which
Ministers evidently accept as basis with following
modifications,

1. They conslder Jask-Gwedur line and cables
should be added to list of lines handed over in
paragraph 1 in view of the fact that Persien govern~
ment agrec in paragraph 4 to allow our control till
1945. They argue that this 1s thelr interpretation
of relevant paragraph in Sir R, Clive's note of
October 1lst. %

I pointed out that Jask-Gwadur line &nd cables
.ceme under a different category to those which were
being handed over but eventually agreed to submit
point to you,

They also propose sentence to the effect that

., T, Department cease 1o assume responsibility for
meintenence of Arabistan line.

2. In peragraph 3 they propose addition of
words "and claims" after "cancel all debts".

3, In parsgraph 4 they suggest omission of

words

X lotod forvidn L webied tapellalins
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<'{/1)

- 2.
_words "either directly or through an authorised British
egent" or alternatively omission of words "either
direstly. or'.

They also sugiest «diltlon of sentence to the
effect thet His liajesty's Govermment or their egent

" will be responsible for all cherges in connexion with
edministration and upkeep.

4. They hold thet S8ir R. Clive's note of
Uctober 1st acdumbratcs reference in present wzreement
40 wireless stetions &t Bushire Henjam and Lingeh.

? I expleined thet this question really cime under

peneral treaty but promised to submit the point.
In conclusion Minister of Posts expressed deslire
%0 get into touch as soon &s possible with authorised
S oA British agent for the purpose of fixing rates and meking
- errengements in connexion with through traffic via
Bushire after Merch 1lst. He sald that this route
would be used in preference to the route via Russla,
ne had just recelved communication from Berne &as
regards reduction of rute for international treffic,
Addressed 1o Foreign Office No. 19; repsated to

government of Incle No. 24.
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|
* N\

Decypher.
|
‘ D.
i
Nov-20

Liy immediatcly precsding telszsrem.

Apart from one modifications eppear to be more or
| less innocuous.
In connexion with three, Minister reised question

agk royalty. I explained to lMinister of Posts

i; thet as convention of 1868 which mentioned royalty
; would now presumebly lepse royelty would also diseppeac.
\ I elso hinted to Minister for Foreisgn affairs eg a
# matter of course that question of roysliy came under
mutueal cancelletion of debts. Both ministers appeared

i Vs to accept explanatlion end did not refer +to the matter
further.

With regeard to four I should be glad to learn
in whet terms reference could be meds to wireless
station. It would seem possible to insert sentence

regerding importation of stores for meintensnce so

, long &s we ere in possession. I regret thet I
Iforgot to remind Minister for Foreisn Affeirs sbout
iquestion of submisegion of egrecment to Majlis but
iI will do so at once in writing.
Both ministers were friendly &an¢ eppeered enxious
to avold meking difficulties.
AddresseC to Forei:n Office MNo. 20, repeated to

Government of Indie No. 25.

)
D
|

—— s
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