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Draft Paper. Department.

POLITICAL

P S

i: ) 7APR 1538
; M. Comencini, Esqes
100, Riversdale Road, Dear Sir,
g Collier Row,
¢ Romf ord, Would you kindly refer to your
& EsseXe
§ letter of the 31lst March, regarding your
3\ desire to obtain information concerning

the coinage of Muscat and Oman etce.

So far as Muscat and Oman is

i
¢
:
h
&

concerned I am afraid that my enquiries
do not enable me to add to the
information which has already been sent
to you by the Department of Overseas

Copy to D.0.T. Ton
Trade, and it would;be a waste of/‘/time

Copy to P.A.y M
copy of c

cat, with
ected correse. to come and see me. I would, however,

suggest that you should communicate

direct with His Majesty's Consul

Ao 4
at Muscat, who is in the best position
jioeeat Gy .
to answer yeur enquiriesgs uuu,ud. fo ke,
e Ay cegards e s 8 Vman Srares
COPY SEIT AR MAIL

of 914!@3(:)58 B Prpest.
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M, COMENCINI J %
=)

00 & dale Road %
) chiﬁgﬁ lalR:)W ROMFORD March 3lst 1938 ~

ROMFORD ESSEX

A, C, B, SYMON Esq.
India Office,
Whitehall, LONDON S.W.1.

Dear Mr Symon,

I have been favoured with your address by the Dep;rtment of
Overseas Trade and I now take the liberty to ask you kindly for an appointment
at some time suitable to you.

I wish first of all to express my sincere thenks for whatever help you
mey see your way to grant me in my quest for positive information concerning the
coinage of Muscat end Oman and, if poesible of a few amongst the Indian Native
States, I am now engaged in working out a book, or rather a catalogue of coins
covering the period 1789 to 1869 and in trying to make as complete as possible
a supplement to my book "Coins of the Modern World 1870 - 1936",

These books are intended on the same line:as the postage stamp catalogues,
to be of service to coin collectors, whose numbers are not, in my opinion as
large as they might very well be; to give them at least a certain idea as to whith
coine are to be considered as rarities and which not; as to which coinse, especially
are decidedly common and should not be paid for at unduly high prices,

Aweiting the pleasure to hear from you, with my renewed thanks, I remain,

with all due deference,

Yours faithfully,
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) ii The currency of Oman is the Maria Theresa
%T dollar or riyal, and the debased copper coin minted in
{. o 1895 to the order of the Sultan. The Indian rupee also
ré: circulates, and copper pice are imported from India,

Zanzibar, and Germen East Africa. Sovereigns and British
coins are also current in Muscat and Matrsh, but in the

interior these coins are exchanged at a discount.

The rate of exchange between the Maria Theresa

P4
A

dollar and the rupee varied in the year 1912 from

141Rs. 8a. (£9 7s. 4d.) to 152Rs. (£10 2s. 8d4.) per

per i)

o

J
o

¥ Bt

100 dollars, the lowest being in April and the highest
in October; in 1913 it veried from 145Rs. 8a. (£9 14s.)

to 154Rs. 8a. (£10 6s.). The instability of the silver

NE

N R AR R O R B R

exchange occasions many shipments of specie between

Muscat and Bombay, and is unfavourable for trade.
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\" THE Comptroller-General of the De;);rg ‘(;r;t df.-()verseas Trade

X /lv/ j(//“ o

s presents his compliments to z
¥ T oo GHfcer

N3 ~
N and transmits herewith copy of the undermentioned paper for
;‘ information and retention.
i
&
d Department of Overseas Trade,
R
; 35, Old Queen Street, S.W.1.
&5 // J193 . &
vy :
2 Reference to previous letter :
%
e from
i Letter — D.O.T. dated | reference
Description of Enclosure.
| .
Name and Date. | Subject.

No7 Ll '*//5 B o of Aecer oot

A /
0 A) Flhac ) S /l/(( a_t
//, //l((fﬂCLM 7

Copy also sent to :—

(2008/710) W28388/478 /46783 5,000 11/37 FHD Gp683.
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r« 1076/1938.
i
B 3na Merch, 1938,
& sir,

s

W

With further reference to your letter of the 21st

January regarding your desire to obtain information con-

S

cerning the coinage of Muscat and Oman, I have to inform
you that the currency of the country is the Maria Theresa
dollar. This is the only currency accepted in the interior,
but in Muscat and Matrah English sovereigns, Indian currency
notes and rupees are also in use. There are no banks in
Muscat.

2. The above is the only available information in this
Department, but it is suggested that you might find further
sources of information in the India Office Library.

3 Mr. A.C.B. Symon of the India Office has expressed
his willingness to give you personal assistance in the

natter/

M. Comencini, Eeq.
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~- ia matter, but he will not be available for this purpose
P -
E. until about a fortnight after the date when you receive
bt this letter. You should then communicate with him and
z ask him for an appointment at some time suitable to him,
54
*E
} in order that he may give you some personal advice and
: assistance.
i. Yours faithfully,
o
E
Re for the Comptroller-General.
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NOTES ON THE COINAGE OF MUSCAT & OMAN. ‘- . s

L PRE - WAR I55UES: Currency in RUPEES and iractions similar
¥ to the currency of India. Is this
informetion correct, please?

~— Meria Theresia Telers: in circulation, please?

Turkish coins, with or without special marks, in circulation,
please?

LOCAL COINAGHE: in Rupees anc Iractions; I have one coin,
bronze Quarter Anna with Bnglish Inscription as follows:
MUGCAT & OMAN FESSULBIN TURKEE IMAM, in centre some
Arabic and § ANNA. The Obverse side has & wreath and
ean Arabic inscription only.

Is it possible to have the aates of the reign of
the Imam, please? Also some particulars of the Lynasty,
if any, his preaecessors and successors, etc. please?

Would it be possible to procure one complete set
of coins, or some, please?

In the alternative, could you kindly let me know
which values, and the respective metal of the pieces,
were forming the set, please?

Would you kindly let me have the correct Official
title of the State, please?

S S

Would it be possible to procure one complete set of
the coins at present in use, please?

I mean the coins other then the Indian RAupee and/or
frections, which would be the case ii the coinage of the
place is on & basis similar to the Ceylon one, i.e.
consisting only of coins subsidiary to the Indien gupee.

Upon being informed of the cost &and postage 1 can
easily remit & bank cheque for purchasing coins. Otherwise
coins may be sent direct to the HONGAONG & SHANGHAIl BaNKING
CORPORATION, 9 Gracechurch Street, LONLON, E.C.3., accomp@Ried
by & lemorandum requesting the Bank to collect the amount
from my personal account.

Ak

TR,

LCould you kindly suggest & local dealer or Bank whom
{ r 1 may address for procuring the coins mentionea, please?
M. COMENCINI,
100 Riversdale xoad, Collier Low,
ROMFORL, BOSEX.
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