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+ Correspondence between the India Office (Roland Tennyson Peel) and the External Affairs
Department of the Government of India.

* Correspondence between the India Office and the Foreign Office.
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- Sir B. Newton's despatch on his visit to the Arab shore of the
Persian Gulf is of some intaémt. X ' :

He pays a well deserved tribute to the 'p-ro-Britilh atmosphere in
the States oxi >t.ho southern shore of the Persian Gulf and llunca't (as
compared with Iraq) which has resulted from the influence of our
political officers and the policy pursued there during & long period.
His suggestion regarding Muscat, however, - that it might be desirable
to establish de jure the position which we enjoy de facto - is not very
apposite.

Whereas by treaties made with the other States they are more or
less under our protection and in all cases we control their foreign
relations, the status of Muscat is rather that of an independent ally.
The Sultan, however, is amenable to our advice and has shown no
disposition to enter into political relations with other powers, and
our own relations with him are quite satisfactory. Recently, for
example, we concluded & new commercial and establishment treaty with
him, and last December we concluded an agreement whereby in return
for a subsidy and some arms he undertook for the period of the war to
give us such facilities (naval and air) as we may require in his
territory. Cn the other hand he is sensitive on the score of his
juridical independence, and if we attempted to exchange the "de facto"
for a "de jure" position, we might well lose the former without
acquiring the latter.
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The Foreign Office do not intend to propose any action on
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Sir B. Newton's suggestion, but as it might lead the Government
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ACCOUNT OF TOUR IN THE
PEASIAN OQULF AND OMAN, MARCH 1

On the afternoon of ¥riday, larchilst, the Assistant
Oriental Seeretary Mr. Man and I left Bagdad in a Blenheim
Royal Air Porce plane. ¥e were back by the early morning of
Tuesday, March 19th, and in that period we had covered between
3,000 and 4,000 miles by Royal Alr Foree plane, motor ecar,
steamship, motor leunch, Imperial Airways land plane and
finally by train, and had been able to spend an afternoon at
Sharja, two Tfull days at Muscat, six days at Bahrain and on the
neighbouring mainland, and two days at Basra, Fuo and Abadan.
It would have been impossible to accomplish a fraction of this
programme in so short a period without the assistance of the
soyal Alr Forece by which we were able to fly the firet 1,500
wiles to Wuseat, snd to time this swift lnitisl flight so as
to give us two days there and them catch the weekly steamship
service back as far as Bahrain.

FLIGHT FROM BASRA TO SHARJA.

e ¥e lef't Basra the morning of ¥arch 2nd to fiy dowm the
Shatt-al-Arab on our way to Bahrain and on to Sharja for the
night. Very soon the small Persian port of Khorramshahr
(better known by its former name of Mohammersh) came into sight
at the junction of the Xarun River with the “Shatt-al-arab.
Almost immediately it was dwarfed by the neighbouring town of
Abadsn some eight miles beyond, with ite serried rows of masts i
and enimneys and gesometer-like oil tanks interspersed with the
roofs of modern houses snd native dwellings. There was a touch
of the dramatic in the realisation that here to be seen from the
air in its full extent lay the greatest oil refinery in the

world, looking as though & lurge chunk of industrial ingland
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had been secreted between the Shatt-al-Arab and the Fersisn
desert, After a short pause the comparatively small
establishment of ¥ao came into sight on the right extremity
of the Shatt-al-srab. From there we altered course westwards
to fly over the Island of Bubiysn which is sssuming an
unexpected importance as constituting one bank of the Khor
‘Muum.muuu-ummuwumuu«.
future port both for Irag and Koweit. Bubiysn is sn expanse
of mud flat which looks as though it might essily sink below
the water. 1 have been told however that in faet the height
and extent of the island is more likely to increase than
diminish owing to the deposit of ailt. From Bubiysn we flew
past Koweit and along the Hasa Coast to Juharraq, the small
northern island of the Bahrain group., I obtained a fine
bird's-eye view of the whole coast from Koweit to kes Tanura
and Juharraq snd was struck by its extraordinarily arid and
muwumuuuﬁ:mmm-m
of ovar 5,000 feet. ApsPt from a few very small towns, of
which Jubail seemed to be the biggest, there was no sign of
eny humen animal bird or vegetable life. This desolaticn is no
doubt mainly due to lack of water, as the annusl rainfall
averages from five or six inches at Koweit, less than twe inches
opposite Bahrain, three inches at Sharjs, and four inches at
Muscat. The American compsny which is developing the oil
resources of the Hass cosst is also prospecting for water and
there is some hope of finding s fair supply of brackish if not
fresh water along this whole cosst. iRas Tanurs was conspicuous
with its row of oil tanke on a spit of sand, but the much larger
native towns of Safws and Jatif on the mainland opposite were
almost concealed in the surrounding date plantations.

3. After replenishing fuel at Muharraq we flew over the
peninsula of Jatar on & south-easterly course towards Yas
Island. 041l has recently been struck in Qatar by The Petroleum
Development Company. Catar looked most desolate snd its chief
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town of Doha very small. On the equally desolate little
islends of Dalmah and Yas low volcanic hills were discernible.
%) The Royal Air Force landing ground on Yas could be clearly
: seen. From there we flew esstwards and then north along the
Trucial Coast passing the Trucial States of Abu Dhabi and
pubei to land at Sherja. At one time Abu Dhabi vied with Ras
al Zhaimeh as & pirate centre. It was from there that @ir
Perey Cox made a journey of exploration across the desert and
the mountains of Omen to Sohar. This was in 1902 and his
journey has not I understand yet been repested by any Nuropesan.
1 The coast and hinterland looked similar to the Hasa Coast and
to offer even less evidence of fertility and population.

SHARJIA

e ve arrived at tSharje in the middle of the afternoon to
spend the night at the Imperial Airways iest House which is
built a little way behind the native town in the form of a fort
recalling to me the fort at Rutba ¥ells in the Syrian desert.
As Imperial Alrways were good enough to allow us to use their
> accommodation which is probably the only lodging suiteble for
' suropesns I do not wish to seem eritical. The accommodstien
was adequate and no doubt the best has been done having regard
to the material available and the uncertainty of the location
of halting places in the future. But if it is likely to remain
a place where the planes, which land at Sharja and the flying-
boats which elight on the creek at Dubai seven or eight miles
away, deposit their passengers for the night on the British
Smpire route it is to be hoped that something more worthy will
in due course be provided. The sanitary arrengements in
particular seemed to me to be unnecessarily primitive, seeing
that fresh water has been discovered and that the kest House
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Iraq’ [13r]

4

is not like Rutba stuck away in the middle of a remote desert -
but is st a port served by the British India Steam Navigation

Company. Sharje is of some importance as a eentre for the

Roysl Air Foree. On the night when we were there there were
two Blenheims from Karschi and two from Shaiba (near Besrs)
which had been out all dsy searching for the ill-fated

Hannidal which had disappeared between Jask and Sharjs

on the

previous daay. ¥e were lucky enough to find Captain Howes the
rolitical Agent for the Trucial coast (& post which has been

ereated for the duration of the present war) stationed

at Sharja

and he very kindly took us for a short trip by car. Ve visited
# wateh-tower in which five or six picturesygue cut-throats were
ensconced about halfway up; they let themselves down by a rope

in order to greot us und show us their ancient muskets
looked as dangerous for the markaman as for his mark.

which
The

whole scene was etrengely remote from present-day reality

elsewhere. In the immediate viecinity hostilities were

progress with the neighbouring tiny Shaikhdom of Dubai. Shaikh
Manf. 8 rebellious cousin of the Shaikh of Dubai had taken refuge
at Sharja; his presence there was a source of suspicion and
offence to the Shaikh of Dubai and had thus resulted in the

present hostilities. It might have been prudent or at

least

tactful of Shaikh Manb to seek refuge further afield, but his
flight had been & very natural preecaution since not many months
ago certain other notables of Dubui whe were believed by the
Shaikh to have comspired against him had had their eyes put out.
The whole trouble originated, if I understood the complicated
story aright, in an unsuccessful attempt to establish an

executive council and thus curtail the shaikh's powers.

Hostilities between Sharja and Dubal were proceeding in a
leisurely fashion snd had resulted in four oasualties up to that
date. The two towns did not seem to be much affected but
communications between them by land were interrupted and I was

told/

BRITISH
Avydan

Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/2896. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100045796755.0x00001a



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100045796755.0x00001a?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

sibaoll s it
Qatar National Library

Coll 17/34 ‘Iraq. Tour in the Persian Gulf of H.M. Ambassador in Iraq’ [13v]
(26/98)

Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/2896. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100045796755.0x00001b



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100045796755.0x00001b?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

ayibaoll s asisia
Qatar National Library

Coll 17/34 ‘Iraq. Tour in the Persian Gulf of H.M. Ambassador in Iraq’ [14r]
(27/98)

e

A D

told that the inconvenience resulting in this snd other ways
was making the eonflict imereasingly unmpopular. In conseguence
of it I could mot visit Dubai from Sharja and I Pefrained from
ealling on either of the two Shaikhe. Pesrling, fishing snd a
few ragged date plantations seemed to be the economic mainstays
of these two little towns, but perhaps smuggling ie also a
considerable source of profit. Their hinterlands which have
not yet been delimited are extensive and may of course be found
to contain oil. The population of Sharja was estimated by
Khan Sahib Abdul “assaq the locsl Kesideney Agent, an Arab, at
between 5,000 and 10,000 and that of Dubai at between 50,000
and 40,000, In the suthoritative "Gasetteer of the Persisn
Gulf” compiled by J.G. Lorimer, 1.C.H., in 1905 the popujation
of Sharje in 1902 was estimated at 18,000, and that of the
whole Shaikhdom at 45,000 while the populstion of the town
alone of Dubsi was given as 10,000.

§
<

FLIGHT PROM SHARJA TO MUSCAT.

Se The following morning we flew almost directly eastwards

some fifty miles over the desert to the Omam hills crossing
1 them at a pass whieh brought us to the eoast at Fujairah. These
i hills or mountsins are described on mape as the Western snd
Emstern Hajer Mountains but in the north st any rate they aid
not seem to be generslly known under this or auny other
particular neme. The hills at this point were low and
comparatively narrow, and looked as though they could easily
be erossed by land. The flight hitherto hud been entirely calm
but on reaching the sea we suffered an unususlly severe fall
down an air-pocket and later on traversed rain storms which
were the more unexpected since the annusl total rainfall in
Museat varies from five down to two inches. Flying elong the
so-called Butinah Coast I was struck by its much more fertile
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and populous sppearance than the Trucial and Hesa coasts
though no doubt this was largely a matter of comparison with
~ the extreme desolation seen from the air hitherto. Yhere were
a number of oases and small towns set in date plantations at
comparatively short intervals along this coast. Jte inhabitants
live chiefly by cultivating dates and catching lsrge qusntities
of fish for home consumption and for export as fish menure.
Although black and white grapes grow in Museat I d4id not hear
of any association between them and the so-called Musecat
grapes which are so famous in Rurepe. Hills or low mountains
| run parallel with the coast at a distance varying from thirty
to fifty miles until they come right down to the sea at Muscat.
We passed by the tiny independent Shaikhdom of Fujairah and
the equally tiny Trucial State of XZalba where a Xoyal Air
Foree landing ground was clearly visible. '

HUSCAT

e

6. The airport at iuscat lies behind the immediately
)%». adjacent port of Matrsh in a nerrow valley which is none too
Q“o"-°“ suitable for fast-flying airersft such as Blenheims. ¥ing-
Commander Thomson made w perfect landing but had the rain
persisted he might have thought it necessary to remsin in the
air until conditions improved or to return to ¥Xalba or even
“harje, for which his reserves of petrol were ample.
e Osptuin Hickinbotham who is the Political Agent and alse
mnam'-mnm-mmnum-.u
take us to the Consulate. This is a pleasant house on perhaps
4 ~~tll“hhﬁi.ﬂﬁnﬁl¢ﬁont-‘lm
eastwards through another gep in the rocky hills by which the
port is surrounded. Unfortunately the Sultan, the only man who
really counte in his dominions, wae away in the south at Dhofar.
m“mm-unmmuuxm
(
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the eall eseorted by Captsin Hickinbotham an hour later to meet
also the Minister of the Interior amd one or two other notables
who constituted the acting executive in the sbsence of the
R

Sultsn. The Sultan who is still young has travelled in
#nglend end Amerios, speaks good Snglish, and is & man of
enlightenment and Mm‘tﬁ snd a complete autocrat. He is
pro-British and friendly with Captain Hickinbotham but jealous
of his independence, for which resaén he prefers to regard
Captain Hickinbotham as being Eritish Consul rather than
political Agent. lils claims to be the spiritual as well as
the temporal leader by right of succession are disputed and
and there is an Imam of Oman who is recognised by two of the
prinecipal Shaikhs in the interior. I was told however that
the Imam, and the two Shaikhs who would probably quarrel if
either tried to acquire the Sultanate for himself are showing
a tendency to become more friendly with the Sultsn who may be
able to extend gradually the ares in whieh his suthority or at
any rate his influence is effective. The Sultan however is
obliged in msny esses to win the support of powerful tribal
chiefs by gifts and money and has set aside a considerable
portion of his British subsidy as an ineurance against possible
3 internal troubles in the future. I gathered that for lack of
' securs government the country on either eide of the mountains,
of which the chief pesk is the Jebel Akhdar (meaning the green
mountain), is hardly known to Luropesns. One dey therefore it
may be found to be fertile or to contain minersl wealth.
B Both Muscat and datrah are very picturssguely situated
in two small adjacent bays surrounded by rocky hills. On two
4 of them gusrding the entrance of Muscat harbour are Fortuguese
forts dating from the sixteenth century. Some of the cannen
point outwards but most of them are trained on the town. The
mounting of one of the guns which must have been imported much
later by one of the Sultems bore the inscription "made by John
Sturges,”

——— )
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#turges, Bowling, Yorks, in 1796"., Another had on the barrel
the capital letter C or ¢ surrounded by the Garter. It was
attributed u}"au between 1760 and 1880. On the upper level
of one of the forts is & prison wvhere I saw & number of
H disconselate prisoners with chains round their amkles. The
prison was dark being 1it only by windows in deep embrasuree
but 1t seemed clean and airy snd the conditions were probably
as good as could be expected in such a remote and medieval ares.
There woere some British Indisms in the prisen and the British
Gonsul, that is to say Captain Hickinbotham, ie allowed to vieit
it &t any time without notice, as he did when showing it to me,
This permiseion muet be a considerable safeguard against sbuses.
N The following dsy Csptain Hickinbotham motored us some
sixty-five miles north-west alomg the Batinah coast to lunch
with the 7ali at Muesns. There was no proper road but the
distance was accomplished without much difficulty in about three
] hours, Ve passed through plessant country flenked by the hills
! on the west and the sea on the emst. It was flat and covered
2 with seaecia and low bushy serudb (not the camel thern to which
one is accustomed in Iraq) with a few trees of which one or two
were good specimens but most were stunted. My host informed me
mtmd\hu“wﬂwmcmmt There
is however no big geme and very little lesser game. There are
some gazelle and a very few gray partridge which resemble small
chukor. At intervals we drove through pleasant date plantations
nmt“l‘ﬂhfmm‘hnmu.—'ﬁ.
primitive Indisn and Persian method of sn ox walking down an
incline o wind up & ssusage-shaped bucket. The effect is like
e outnnn-ummuucm-q
correspondingly low. The ¥ali received us with a guard of
seratch-looking men armed with serateh-looking muskete. He
uvnu-muntmna—muwnwpn—
also in Irag. Ve mounted a kind of keep to a small room where
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he gave us the uesusl Arad meal, the grest feature of which

consists of sheep stuffed with rice snd raisins cooked whole

; on a bed of rice. In his youth the ¥Wali had accompanied ESir

Percy Cox on his above-mentioned expedition from Abu Dhabi to

the Coast of Oman.

10. The population of MHuseat is only sbout 5,000 and that

of atrsh 10,000, These two figures inciude sbout 1,500

T British Indians who are under the jurisdiction of the Folitieal

Agent. The Nuropean and American community numbers lesse than

ten inecluding women and children, I understood that neither

here nor elsevhere on the irab side of tie Versian Gulf was

i there any racisl snimosity between the verious minorities,
although the Kojas at iMuscat and Matrah were generally unpopular
on account of certain characteristics. In Muscat and Matrah
there is a great mixture of races including many Baluchis and
Africans from Zanszibar and the comst of Afriea, but in the
country districts the population is mainly Arab with a Baluch
admixture. The Agency Medical Officer at Musest, Dr. C.H. Hynes,
told me that the general physique and health of the inhabitants
were poor and that they suffered from inbreeding and certain
debilitating diseases. Nevertheless the general aspect of
Muscat and ¥atrah and of the Batinah coast was one of
contentment and gseclusion. Absorbed in their own small affairs
the inhabitants are remote from a troubled world and doubtless
glad to be se. So long ae British poliey and strength can
prevent undue intrusion they can remain happily aloof.
il. Owing to the development of comsunication by air and alse
te the establishment of & through railway route from Paris to

i Bagdad the Persisn Gulf is mow on a direct line of communication

connecting Surope with Asia, Auetralis and New jealand. Uts

importance in this respect is likely to grow and Oman
remain off the beaten track. m-mmu/t from
mnmnm-m,w.moemc-cwom

mountains/
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mountains and by the Rub al Khali desert, with the result that
its political and economic relations sre mainly with Indie.
Schools remain primitive and it is to be hoped that when
education is developed care will be taken to adapt it to the
real requirements of the cowntry andevoid the miatakes committed
elsewhere of giving unsuitable teaching bringing discontent and
unhappinese in its train. An improvement in hygiene and health
is probably the chief boon which modern education could confer.
A Pegards foreign broadcasts, I was told at Musest, as aleo

in the Fersian Gulf, that m,xw pronunciation of Arabic is
preferred to the igyptisn but that the guestion of eclipsing the
Apsbic transmissions from Uermany is not of great importance
since brosdcasts from Great Britain and Indis are the only ones
which earry weig t with the Areb listener. At Bahrain I heard
slso that no eredence has been placed on Uerman statements since
a foolish story was spread of British violence at Loweit, when
everyone in the Yersisn Gulf knew perfectly well that conditions
at Kowelt had beon completely pesceful.

VOYAGE PROK MUSCAT TO BAHRAIN VIA
JASK, BANDAR ABBAS, SHARJA, AND DUBAI

1%2. On the afternoon of Narech Sth Mr. Man snd I left Musecat
in the British India S.5."Barpeta” which had brought from India
a new military adviser to instruct the Sultan's levies, Major
Pettyfer sccompanied by his wife. A few hours later the "Barpeta
pessed over patches of oil which might in the Captain's opinien
have come from the ill-fated Hannibal lost in this ares four
days before. At Jask 1 could not land as the ship stopped two
miles offshore and only remsined a couple of hours, nor could I
see anything of Bendar Abbas as we arrived at midnight. Jask is
a very small place and like most of the towns on the Persian
side of the Gulf is in & state of decay. There are one or two

large/
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large snd ramshusckle buildings including a barracks, a cable
station which was given up a few years ago by the Cable and
¥ireless Communications Company to the “ersian Government, and
the rest house used by the i.L.d. for their international air
service. The coast between Jask and Bandar Abbas looked very

‘ inhospitable with a fringe of ssndy coast backed by erid snd
1 Jegged mountains. Croseing the Gulf from Bandar Abbas to
Sharja, we passed near the southern horn of the Straits of
Hormuz where the naval sloops usually keep station in the Khor
Guwail, a sheitered deep water inlet, from which they can see
without being seen. On arrival back at Sharja the sea was at
£irst sight too rough for unloading cargo. Four ‘uslim lady

{ passengers had eventually to be hoisted off in a rope basket
by the ship'e crane into the lighter slongeide. The loecal
sailors who came to take the c¢argo looked as though they could
scarcely have changed since the days of Sindbac the Sailor, or
at any rate since last century when this was well named “The
Pirate Coast'. lad they carried knives between their teeth a8
they climbed on board like monkeys, the illusion of an attack
by pirates would have been complete. I was again prevented
from seeing Lubsi, as in order to make up time our ship
discharged her cargo during the night. The searchlights
playing on the esails of the dhows as they came alongside out
of the night, the serimmaging of the sailore as they manoeuvred
for position in the heaving sea, the variety of their costumes
and recial types ranging from Arad to complete negro, created
a ghost~like picture of weird besuty.
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the eapital of the main islend of Bahrain. This sgain is an
open roadstead whers we had to amehor two or three miles.
offshore. Bahrain consists of & group of small islands of
which the two principal are Vuharreq to the nmorth and Bahrain
Island itself which is far the largest being some thirty miles
in length with a maximum breadth of eleven miles. On Juharraq
Island is the airport used by the ioyal Alr Foree snd by

+ imperial Airways both for land planes and flying-boats. The
landing ground consisting of firm sand is one of the largest
in the world; occasionally it ie flooded by high tides. There
ies a considerable population of pearl fishers and other
residents and the town of Xuharraq is connected with enama,
the capital of Bahrain, by & causeway. A gap has had to be
left in the causeway to permit water traffic to pass if not
also on account of the depth of the channel at that point end
for tidal reasons. This gap is about to be closed by a swing
bridge now under construction by Vessrs. Holloway Brothers who

3 have just completed two much larger bridges in Bagdad.

14. The population of Bahrain is about 125,000 of whom 1,600
are British Indiens end some 8,000 or 9,000 are of Persian
‘ origin. There is a British community of about fifty inecluding
j ur. CoD. Belgrave who is British Adviser to the Sultem, sn
| Inspector of Customs, two engineers, a doctor and a lady doctor.
In the camp of the Bahrain 0il Company there is an American and
British staff of 300. In accordance with an understanding
when the concession was granted the Americens are being
graduslly replaced by British subjecte. There is also a British
naval station. I was told that the Arabs, owing to their
laginess and lack of constructive ability have lost the
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predominance they originally held with the exception of the
family of the Shaikh who is achieving complete pre-eminence
nmuﬂol"ummulhmcmnmunfn-
0il royalties. Mr. Hugh ¥eightman, the Folitical Agent, was
good enough to call in his launch to take us to stay with ¥rs.
Veightmsn snd himself at the Agemcy and Consulste. On the
following day kr. Weightman took me to pay my respects to His
Highnese the Shaikh at one of his palaces some miles away from
the capital, where we were entertained to the usual Arab meal.
15, ¥e also visited the tombs which are one of the most
intriguing features of ancient Bahrain. They consist of a
series of large mounds, each one of which seems to constitute
s kind of family mausoleus and to contsin s number of graves
some evidently for children. The graves face in different
directions apparently haphagard, and the one I saw which was

opened up for the first time in my presence was well made with

smooth faced stones for the sides and bottom, the top being
covered with large unhewn stones. Inside it very little was
found, only a few small bones. About eighteen months age in a
similar mound the discovery was made of a low eircular well-
built wall about three feet in height forming a perfect eircle,
tn—the-enect—eoniai. twvo trenches, over which there had perhaps

been & platform, intersected at the exact centre. There were

no graves but the earth inside the circle was full of small 1

bones from animals 8o that presumably this particular mound, 4
the only one so far discovered of its kind, had been a place of t
sacrifice. Some years ago a good deal of excavation was
carried out by archaeologists but I understand that no
M-n'wmn.nsmmwm

to them in ancient records, although this extensive burial place
must have been famous at some distant date. A similar burial

place exists at Jebrin not far southwards on the mainland.
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16. in the afternoon I saw an up-to-date hospitul which is

being completed in Manima. it is at present in charge of
pr. ¥eDowell, a lady whose brother is & surgeon in Bagdad. A
new senior doctor is due to arrive before long.

17 mmmxm-unomaooun-orm
muoummaumnmdummu
purely Americen snd owned by the californien Arabia Standard
011 Company. The American menager, ir. V. Anderson, snd a
British colleague, ¥r., J.S, Black, and the British doctor in
charge of an up-to-date hospital, Dr. Kenmedy, and other
mt-‘tmtﬁomm.‘tkmnmu
over the refinery snd the hospital, modern lsundry and other
up-to-date features of the camp. The incidence of illness
was at one time very high but hed been, I was informed, brought
below what was normal elsewhere, partly by the installation
of the modern sanitary laundry, but chiefly by the provision
of sir-conditioning. The oil wells are at two lovels, &
1ittle over £,000 feet and a little over 4,000 feet respectively.
Their life is estimated at a minimym of fifteen yesrs and may
prove to be from thirty to forty. The refinery treats 20,000
barrels a day from the Bahrain field and another 10,000 to
12,000 barrels a day shipped from the oil compsny operating
on the mainland.

16. The refining process at Bahrain differs from that in
operation at Abadan and Khanagin end produces & petroleum
coke as & by-product. This has not as yet been marketed and
& dump of asbout 150,000 tons has been accumulsted. It appears
to be excellent fuel and it occurred to me that & market

= might be found in Iraq where ordinary coal is almost
prohibitively expensive costing from £6 to £8 a ton. I am
enquiring whether meanwhile some of it can be made available
for consumption in the grates of diplomatie households in
Bagdad including my own.
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19.  On the felloving day Mr. Veightman, kr. ¥an and 1 cressed
from Bahrain in a large motor lsunch lent by the Shaikh to see
an oilfield epened up by the Califernieh Arabis Standard 01l
Company on the mainland. After rather & rough voyage of two
hours we landed at Al Xhobar, the small port for the main oil
camp &t Dhahran located on an elevation about five miles distant.
¥e were accompanied by Saiyid Abdul Aziz al quosaibi who owns
extensive date plantations on the mainland near Qatif and was
acting a8 a kind of unofficlal Saudi escort. His occasional
attempts to obtain official recognition ae & Saudi representative
in Behrain are not emcouraged but his action in accompenying us
on the present occasion was regarded as a civility te whieh ¥r.
Yeightman saw no reason to object. At Al Khobar we were
received by a guard of honour and various Ssudi officiale who
were most polite and friendly. Our hosts were the Californian
Arsbis Standard 01l Company and its most hospitable manager Mr.
#loyd Ohliger, with whom I stayed for the night, informed me
that but for his resistance my whole time would have been taken
up at meals and other entertainments arranged for my benefit

by the Ssudi suthorities. ¥e spent the afternoon in seeing the
oil camp and some of the oil wells. The houses are small but
all are air-conditioned. The wells in this area were st the
same depth as the Bahrain deep level welle, that is to say from
4,000 to 4,300 feet. Ve learnt however that within the last
fortnight a well had been brought in at 10,000 feet at Abu
Hadria, an oilfield which is being developed towards the north.
From ten to twelve thousend barrels were sent over daily from
Al Khobar to the refinery at Bahrain snd the remsinder from
Dhahrsn was piped to the port of Ras Tanura. The pipe-line is
sbout forty miles in length and its capacity up to 30,000
barrels a day. The amount being exported from R8s Tenura did
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not exceed 20,000 barrels a day and was often much less
according to the tankers available. 1 understood that no
decieion has yet been reached as to whether the oil from the
northern field would be piped to Kas Tanura or to some nearer
port such as Jubail.

£0. The road from Dhshrsn to Ras Tanura has to follow a
more eircuitous route than the pipe-line and is some sixty
miles in length. It is only an olled track but motor cars and
lorries can proceed nnm‘.ow:tt-ou tvo places where
there ia loose sand which despite the employment of oversize
desert balloon tyres is liable to be an obstacle. It is
already possible to reach the northern oil camp s,m,-n&
umnnmnnmmun.rr-cun)

neutral zone,to Xoweit in another eight hours. From Xoweit to
Basra it is only three and & half to four hours se¢ that a
practicable motor route is in process of evolution from Buspa
to Bahrain and beyond. 7The development of air transport may be
equally practicable. Landing grounds have been provided by
nature at many places e.g. Loweit, Balhrain and Sharja, and
otbnhﬂoh‘oﬂw-wnuuutnhwo'ofcup
construction and maintensnce. rortable wireless outfits are
another important aid in the conquest of the desert. Bprackish
water adequate for cultivation and household purposes already
exists at many points e.g. 0atif and Hofuf and further supplies
of brackish and even fresh water will perhaps be discovered
before long in response to the search which the American oil
company is making. It lookfs therefore as though msny of the
difficulties which for centuries have kept the Saudi Arabian
peninsula in isolation mey soon be overcome. ~Lven that of the
fear or dislike hitherto felt for alien visitors may soon
diminish as the native inhabitants become accustomed to
smerican oil prospectors and learn to appreciate the material
benefits resulting from their operation. .Americans are sctively

engaged,/
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engsged in the search for oil and their travels about the
country for this purpose will presumably be encouraged in view
of the sources of wealth which may thereby be developed. The
scale on which the company is working is shown by the fact that
it employes some 500 to 400 Americans and 3,000 natives. Most
of the latter are Arsubs but they include indians and also
Christisn Chinese tc whom the Saudi Arabian Government object
less than to Indians.

RAS TANURA, SAFWA AND GQATIF

220 After spending the night at Uhahrsn, our hosts motored
us to “as Tanura which lies on & spit of sand connected with
the mainland by a strip so narrow as almost to conatitute a
causeway. Some years ago the hope was entertained that Kas
Tanure would develop into a port of some importance and a
large custom house was then built. Weo development in fact
occurred until the oil company went there. The bay between
the spit on which Ras Tanura i1s situated and Catif can only be
used by shallow drasught vessels. The tankers take their oil
from & submarine pipe-line on the north-weet side where the
anchorage is deep and fairly well sheltered. The number of
etorage tanks was being incressed and construction was in
progress of a small refinery to weet the needs of Saudi
territory. The camp is on &« much smaller scale than that at
Uhshran but I noticed that the Americsn engineers were housed
in smell porteple csbin dwellings which were all fitted with
‘ sir-conditioning apparatus.
| 22,  On the return journey we stopped in s date plantation
for lunch st Safwa on the property of Saiyid quossibi our escort
from Behrain. Safwa lies & few miles to the north of gatif. It
is & good deal smaller but considered to be the best part of
the oasis. WVarm springs of clear aguamarine water well up at
various points and supply plantations of dates extending from
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Safwa to Qatif and beyond. I was told that a similar and even
larger oasis exists at dofuf in the southern part of Hasa,
(Hofuf is the name given on the map but is I was told only
the chief town or village amongst a whole group containing a
total population of from 100,000 to 200,000, Arabs commonly
refer to this group mot &s Hofuf but as Hasa so that as used
by them the word Hess may mesn either the whole province or
this main centre of its population). After enjoying a large
Arad luncheon at Safwa and seeing & little of the immediate
surroundings which are unusually attractive on account of the
pools of clear water and the date groves, we continued our
Journey on to (atif where we were entertained to coffee, tes
and incense by the Governor, Saiyid Humud, who received us with
a motley guard of honour. An old native town straggled beyond
mud walls over a considerable area among the date plantations,
Ancient and picturesque (atif formed sn interesting contrast
with modern and efficient Dhehran. It has derived its population
and prosperity’ froa dates and pearls but for some years both
these mourees have been on the decline. From gatif we made our
way back to Dhahran and thence to Al khobar to rejoin the
Shaikh's launch. ¥e were seen off by the Seudi Arabian
authorities who could not have beon more friendly or hospitable.
Previously in Bagdad the Saudi Arabian Minister, while making
no difficulty sbout a visit to the oil camp at Dhahran, had
suggested that there could hardly de anything which we could
want te see at Ras Tanura or Qatif. Any hesitation which this
may have betokened on his part was in no way reflected in our
actual reception on the spot. Amongst the imericen hosts to
whom we were particularly indebted for their hospitality and
mmmn.rmwmwvum-u
¥rs. Ohliger, Hr. kdward Skinner, Mr. and irs. C. Davis, Mr. R.
¥iller in charge of the construction of the kes Tanura refinery
and the Assistant Meamager Mr. G. Witherspoon.

Fao/
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83, The land plsne service wee a day late at Bahrain and
~ we had to wait till Saturday to return to Basra. On the
Sunday morning Sir John ¥ard took us to Fao in his fast motor
launch which is capable of making the journey in three hours.
It was interesting to see again, from the water level this
time, Xhorramshahr on the Kerun River, and Abadsen with its
cranes snd jetties along the front of the Shatt where from
eighty to ninety tankers call every month and, a few miles
' lower down at Khosrowbad, the two new jetties recently built
end & third under construetion. On arrivsl at Vao I was shown
over several of the dredgers, ineluding one at work. I was
told that they were very up-to-date which I could well believe
and that a new dredger, one of the very latest type, was
nearing the end of its journey out from home. I was very
favoursbly impressed by the accommodation provided for the staff
which was better than what i have seen on most ocean-going
steamers. 7The ward-rooms were equipped with air-conditioning
spperatue which, 1| was assured, functioned well and had made a
great difference to the well-being of the staff. It is
certainly desirable that everything should be done to maintain
their comfort snd efficiency as they have to work for long
spells under trying conditions. Since the existing five dredgers
ean hardly keep pace with their work, each dredger is often in
constant operation for two or three weeks at a time.
24, 8ir John ¥ard has aleo done a great dedl o provide
confortable conditions on land in the somewhat cramped area
available at Fao. Buoying and lighting operatione in the
Persian Gulf are conducted from there and I saw the lighting
apparatus and the gas plant from which the beacons are supplied.
A school for the native children, small play-grounds, smd a
hospital are all provided within the area reserved for Fao out
of/
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of the surrounding dete plantations belonging to the Shaikh of
Koweit. Five Europeans are permsnently employed on the land
establichment and nine on each dredger. The total Zuropean
staff ashore and afloat was normally about seventy but should
be ninety at full strength. &ir John Vard told me that he was
having @ifficulty in maintaining the iuropean establishment at
full strength. The number of natives employed fluctuates and
is at present from 200 to 250.

ABADAN
26, After lunch at Fao we returned to Abadun where 1 spent
the night ss the guest of the General Msnager of Lhe Anglo-
Iranien 01l Company, Mr. J.M, Pattinson and Mrs. rattinsen.
During the following morning Mr.Puttineon and the ¥orks
Manager Mr. H.¥. Rigden showed me as much of the vast oil
refinery as was poasible in the time. Up to nine million tons
a yoar of oil and spirit had been shipped, but I understood that
the present rate was rather lower. A new refinery is likely to
be built at Ma'shur close to Bundar Shapur on the Khor Musa in
the Persian Gulf, where there is excellent shelter, deep water
and no danger of silting. Although iy grim surroundings Ma'shur
will be conveniently situated for a nmew oilfield which is being
opened up to the south of the two oilfields from which supplies
have chiefly been drawn hitherto.
26. ¥e returned by car to Basra via Khorramshahr -un"u-
“ajesty's Viece-Uonsul O8pt.A. Nepler kindly showed us round. At
Tenooma which is Jjust opposite the port of Basra we; were met
~ agein by Sir John Ward in hie launch and returned by the night
train to Bagdad. "
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at s

CLOTHES AND CLIMATE

27. Prom Deccmber to the end of larch the elimate on the
Persian Gulf does not seem to differ greatly in temperature
from that in southern Irag. Light cloth suits are appropriate
-; and ae serew® far gouth as Bahrain fires in the evening are

a pleasant or necessary. At Sharjs and kuscast the climate during
By visit was rather warmer and shorts and linen clothes could
have been worn but were unnecessary. The climate at this
bpouo-nvmm During my 8ix deys at sSshrain on one
day tropical clothing would have been pleassnt but on mest of
the othere 1 felt myself hardly warm enough in & light eloth
suit when the wind from the north, known as the “shamal", wae

blowing. At ses of course the temperature is lower. From the
beginning of May the great heat begins and while not resching
such extremes me in Bagdad is much more humid and therefore
more trying,while it lasts rather longer.

ETIQURTTE

28, It may be of interest to mention one or two points of
etiguette observed in calling in the Persien Gulf and at Oman.
m.maommxmcm-:mnmuxmt
un.mctnuu-mmhu--mmm
bowl or small wash basin. I found trat following the example
d‘duklunr.xmox”omtomuwtu«rmﬁn

; @8 much of the sweetwmeat as I could for direct conveyance
"to my mouth. Some people like it but to me the flavour was
remimiscent of glycerine, and I had unpleasant and perhaps
unjustified thoughts of a previous insertion of fingers and
subsequent smoothing over of the surface. vater was then brought
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A - » 2

with which to rinse the finger tips. !h.ommz
mmmuummu-umuna—am
umzm-mu-nuu-—mummmc.

This is the practice in Iraq and I belisve throughout Arab
ecountries. One has to remember to shake the coffes eup on
, returning it when one has nad enough as otherwise 1t will
continue to be replenished. In addition to coffee & very
: swest mud-coloursd fluid described as tea is semetimes offered.
Finally, burning incense is brought in a small braszier and
the guest fans it in such a manner as to waft the aroma into
his nostrils. This cersmonsy is a signal that the gueat is
free Af not expected to depart.
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New Delhi,
o
q 2 April 1940,

Would you refer to your letter to Baggallay No.P.Z,
)[ ! 881/40, of 16th February which forwarded a copy of my
77“ personal telegram No. 430 of 10th February to the Foreign
L/ Office ? A question of procedure of some importance arises
on this, for the assumption on which we have always worked
here has been that personal telegrams between yourself
and myself (or whoever else may be holding our posts) —
% U/’t 4,4,4* / would not be circulated outside the India Office, or used
in any way officially or demi-officially with other
m Departments. And it is on that basis that in such telegram
we express ourselves a good deal more freely from this end
| than we should otherwise, I think it is important that
there should be no misunderstanding on this point. The
! personal channel between us is a very useful one: but it
5’ would lose much of its present value if there was to be
i any risk of communications sent through it being seen by
‘ other departments of His Majesty's Government; In the
present case, the fact that my telegram went to the Foreign
i ‘l\f Office and that its contents are now widely known in tile

{:,L;i . ‘;\ Gulf has created an embarrassing position for Al;r:;o‘;.h*
RECo. POL. DEP:. °./
14 APR 940 vt
INDIA OFEFi&
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F— B

| \
) i (88) 324

2., I think we are both in agreement on the merits
of the main case but to round off correspondence I send
copy of Newton's original telegram of 2nd February. I
ought, I think, to stress that Newton had previously
visited Kuwait and called on the Shaikh without making
any reference to the Resident, and I think you will agree
with me that his intimation of his desire to visit the
Gulf is a curiously drafted document and reads indeed
rather as though Newton regarded himself as Prior's
immediate superior. However we do not wish to pursue
this matter further, but we are quite satisfied that
there has been no misunderstanding on Prior's part.

3. wé wholly share the India Office view that it is
essential to maintain the position of the Political
Resident as against the various persons in surrounding
charges — Baghdad, Tehran, Jeddah, etc., and we wholly
share also the view which has, I think, consistently been
held by the Secretary of State that the post is one of
really first class importance in an area vital to British
interests. We are the more concerned in these circums-
tances to see that nothing is done or said which might
in any way affect the Resident's position, or let

adjoining/===-=
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@ P

adjoining authorities intrude into the Gulf, We have
Jjust heard in that connection from Prior that Newton

= has been telling him that he, Newton, was not satisfied
about the position in Muscat, and that he hoped Prior
would not mind his mentioning it in a report. It goes
without saying that we should take the strongest exception
here to any comment or criticism by the Ambassador in
Baghdad on the affairs of the Arab Shore, and we should
be bound to make that clear in a formal manner in the event
of Newton in fact making any comment of this nature, If
it is the case that he contemplates doing so, it is a
further argument for keeping the Ambassador, like the
Minister, out of the Gulf so far as possible,

b Biay s...c,l“()

R e

R.T. Peel, Esquire, C.B.E., M.C.,
India Office,
LONDON.,.
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I should be grateful if you would advise me whether

1
|

{

é Telegram No, 2. Dated the 2nd

4 /A

i From --- Ambassador, Baghdad.

5 ~

: ». To --- Resident, Bushire.

i

i

B e Y L SR S T i T TR T S e D

§

é

1 T am thinking of making short tour of Persian Gulf
% early this Spring visiting Muscat Sharjah, Bahrain,
i Bushire.

¥

4

:

first and second weeks of March would be a time convenient

to you and Political Agents Bahrain and Muscat.

3oL b s

I should also be glad if you would advise me whditer

AG e ie

time suggested above would be suitable from point of view
of climatic conditions.

I hope to make tour before heat begins. I will send

further details on the receipt of your reply.

4
%
:

4
i

-
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THE Under-Secretary of

I compliments to JAal NIV e Cf& Aate L:;' 2
)(O’V &Am : and, by direction of the Secretary of State, A 1
transmits herewith copeo of the under-mentioned paper. (3
gl =2 :
Foreign Office, "° Go ‘ h /Bgc
obo.
Heb. L2 | 1940.
Reference to previous correspond, s
1.O. WA . wo P 2. lO%_’l/A.o Gj e b .22udl.
Description of Enclosure.
Name and Date. I Subject.
Fouans -
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LI:ITED DISTRIBUTION.
==y UIoIRIBUTTON,
Decypher.  Sir B, Newton, (Bagdad).
o

\ 22nd February, 1940.
£ D, 1.30 p.n.
R. 3,00 p.m.

lo, 57.

sl i %

23rd February, 1940,
23rd February, 1940.

HOLAINANIIR
|o00 Your telegram No. 31,

T

I entirely agree with view of Political Resident that his
concurrence should be obtained in plans for ny proposed visit to the
Persian Gulf [ 2 gps. undec. ] to inforn you of ny plans. Mis-
understanding has evidently arisen because Political Resident has

only just received ny telegram No, 2 of February 2nd, and ny
telegran No. 3 of February 18th.

s A s B A AR s B s

&k i B e .

If volitical situation in Iraq allows, I propose with his
concurrence to start from Basrah for Muscat by Royal Air Force

plane about March érd; to leave lfuscat March 6th by slow mail steamer;

to reach Bahrein Harch 10th ang return from there to Basrah by

Imperial Airweys Harch 15th.

2N e e bt

I then propose to visit Feo and also Abadan ang Iogattan,
am asking His Majesty's Minister at Tehran
| objection to the two latter visits,

I
whether there is any

énd to my landing at other
small Iranian ports if time allows d

uring calls made by steamer on
Voyage between luscat and Bahrein,

I shall be accompanied by Assistant Oriental Secretary,

BRITISH
Avydan
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i LIMITED DISTRIBUTION,

:3 Decode. Sir B, Newton (Bagded).

i 24th February, 1940.

| : : -

1 D. 10,40 p.m. 25th February, 1940.

.|

| R. ©Noon 25th February, 1940,

No. 63. (R).

, (W), M telegran No. &7.

: In the absence of any contrary instructions, I propose to

make a tour as indicated. [sic. ? non-existence] of political -

: crises for the time being seens to afford a good opportunity.
Counsellor will be in charge.

N

|
|
Gt R RSP - S S,
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&
OUTWARD TELEGRAM

. [This Document is the Property of His Britannic Majesty’s Government, and should be
kept under Lock and Key.] %
& Zix

‘% E 840/626/95. 1 2 D 7

Q4 i
\_’_!9.0 !
LIMITED DISTRIBUTION,

Code telegram to Sir B. Newton (Bagdad).

Foreign Office, 27th February, 1940. 11.10 a.m.
No. 39. R. '

R 2 BT
,y(;]_ Your telegrams No. 57 and No. 63 [of February 22nd

and 24th respectively: proposed tour by Sir B, Newton
in Persian Gylf].

No objection to your absence for period specified.

BRITISH
Avydan
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INDEXED 2 FEB 10406y, 4/ ke,

| fobo Gpy f e ot
2, i ool e
34 : . pe
2 | s
S Sl 1o % itie tment. 1297,
-~ DECYPHE T E ;

i From Government of India, lixternal Affairs

Department, to Secretary of State for India.
Dated  New Delhi, 22.30 hrs. 21st February, 1940.

Received 19.45 hrs. 21st February, 1940.

O8PY SENT BY

X

45,  Personal. Caroe to Peel. Your
telegram Exsoth February.
for action teken and feel that this clears
In fairness to Prior. it should be
said that we .do not think there was any-

misunderstanding on his part.

/#&f X. This telegram issued in XXX cypher.
bl At oldag.

P ﬁ / RECs. POL. DEPT,
L P

22 FEB 1040

We are grateful

the case.

9
INDIA OFFICE ~

ENCLOSURE IN AIR MAIL LETTER
27 FEEE1940

No.
| FROM SECRETARY, POLFHICAL DEPT.

INBIA OFFICE
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1540 FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.le
(E 626/626/93)e

COMIDENTIALe

19th February, 1940

Dear Peel,

Many thanks for your letter P.Z. 881/40 of the
16th February, regarding' Newton's proposed tour down the
Persian Gulfe '

We entirely agree with all that you say and are
telegraphing to Newton on the lines you suggeste I
enclose a copy of the telegram hereine

We will also write to Bullard at Tehrans

There is no fixed rule about en: Ambassador or
Minister in one country consulting the Ambassador or
Minister in asnother country before visiting that country.
There is certainly never any guestion of obtaining formal
concurrences Except in obvious cases like a visit to
the Riviera, he would probably let his colleague know of
his intentions and take it for granted that if fhe
colleague saw some special objection he would say so;
and in certain other equally obvious cases, like visits

between Japan and care to

e/

No. 9 27 FEB 1940
FROM SECRETARY, POLITICAL DEPT.
INDIA OFFICE

. | ReTe Peel, Esq., C.B.E. ,“tC-
COPY SENT BY AIR MAIL

‘ of 28‘-2.50‘0 %4, e,
‘ pr__

BRITISH
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Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/2896. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100045796755.0x000054



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100045796755.0x000054?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

duilgll jhs djisa
Qatar National Library

Coll 17/34 ‘Iraq. Tour in the Persian Gulf of H.M. Ambassador in Iraq’ [42v]

(84/98)
= T t—— m— S :
i =y =
-1

|
3 '!,

‘'make certain that-a visit was acceptsble. In 3

the present case we are sure Newton asswuned
\ that if Prior had some special objection to a * -

visit at the particular time proposed he would

tell him 80s

VW I

> ;wx;fs.ﬁxo)

e —— 4 St b A A .1 A A B g e 2 e
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Foreign Office. 19th February, 1940. 7.00. p.1.
No. 31.

(85/98)
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X OUTWARD TELEGRAM @S
«,!% '_\ [This Document is the Property of His Britannic Majesty’s Government, and should be

t 5% kept under Lock and K¢§.]~ 1 i B

?

} o~ )

1 )

.f E. 626/626/95

% LIMIED DISIRIBUTION

| Cyoher telegrem to Sir 5. Newton (Bagdad)

1

1

pRprs

bbb b0 bbb

. g

| My telegram No. 36 Saving [of the 22nd December; proposed
tour in the Persian Gulf.]
Following from Sir H. Seymour:

T understand that Politlical Resident is somewhat embarrassed

& oA S

by [your] com unication regarding your pronosed tour. He
apnarently feels that in view of specieal status of Ambassador
| in Iraq &nd possible repercussions of any visit paid by him to
I Gulf, Politicel Resident should be asked for his formal
concurrence before final plens for such a visit are made.
2. I gather, however, that he does ant like to offer any
comnents since you did not specifically invite them. I an
| sure that it wes your intention that he should let you xnow
francl, if he saw any ob ection in »resent circumstances to your
tour and he is now being told so ty India Office.
5. In ceneral it is felt that his concurrence should bc
- sought, but informally, whenever member of Lmbassy staff provoscs

to visit one of Arab States in Pérsian Gulf.

BRITISH
Avydan
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g o S T
: ..‘ : £D F“.E CQP éﬂ-}),—o ’4]» @
N  INDEX 2 Wl @
From Government of India, External
Affairs Department, to Secreiary
of State for India.
Dated New Delhi, 19.06 hours, 19th
February, 1940.
Receivod 15,16 hours, 19th February, 1940.
X
No. 522,
Personal from Caroe for Peel. Reference
s 2o to my telegram No.430, February 10th.

Fellowing from Prior No.T.113 February 18th.
Begins:- Grateful if I could be informed as
soon as possible of the result of the
consultation with the India Office as I shall
hsve to reply to Newton before my departure

for Bombay en February 23rd. Ends.
RECs. POL. BEP".

20FEB 1240 ; < Vs
INDIA OFFICE | (e /5%%’
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i " From @orernment of Indle, External Affairs Depte,

4 to Becretary of State for India.

i

| Dated New Delhi, 21.25 hours, 10th

d et Februery, 1940.

/ ;

i Received 18,20 hours, 10th February, 1940, XXX
i :

i

; 430, Personal. Carce to Peel. Prior telegraphs that

Newton, who hed already visited Koweit without reference to him,

hae now intimated his intention, without asking for sonsurrence,

{ of making a tour to Muspcat, Sharjah, Bahrein and Bushire. There

\ seens to be sone objestion in primeiple to bringing Iraq, through

P‘ »'poracn of His Majesty's Ambassador who occuples 50 spesial a
position there, into undue prominence in the Gulf States. While
the Resident will of sourse always be snxious to help as much as
possible, we consider . subject to the view of Ihdia Office,
that it might be a good thing to lay down that no visit should be

o paid o the Arsb shore by Bsghdedwithout obltaining Resident's

‘ formal CONCUITENces : ;
2.  In general, visits from either Baghdad or Tehran to Arab
side of the GuLf ouglit perhaps to be keph within rather narrow
limita, There are ressons, for instance, for treating with care

9} ’ any proposal by Minister at Tehrsn to visit Bahrein. =nd there
existe an old Persien claim to suzersinty over Kowsit end Muscat.
The Iragi desire to absorb Koweit is an argument for putting visits
to Koweit by His Majesty's Representative in Iraq of a (sie, % ona)
formal. basia, RS :
3o Prior is anxious to reply to Newton as soon as possible
and we shall be glad if you will telegreph your viewss :

, REO&P‘I_I"T.'A
INBIA OFFICE |
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