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Under Secre OF State, Vet kil

Secretary o% %e,

Tt .will no doubt be agreed that the
~ Viceroy's reply rules the Baluchistan
proposal out-of cqhptiovs o o° s irw

.., Mr.-Patrick has sug;ested that
Abyssinia - being a (coptic) Christian
country - might. be pregared to take the
Assyrians with whom I believe they have much
in common. If the attempts to accommodate

_them in the Lebanon, Hitres or Cyrenaica
fail, this proposal might well be taken
.flllftahel‘. Fin e EaT)

of Ty, bni{Signed) D.M. CLEARY.
' ' 23rd July, 1945.

l

- Would you care to pass on with your
remarks re Abyssinia? - ’

These people were settled in Syria
through the League of Nations and place
after place was tried before this refuge
was found. It says little for our fai
in the toleration of these Arab States
admitted to San Francisco, if they can't
be relied on to look after their Christian
minorities. It certainly gives colour to

the/

—
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®

g I was dmm% recently with Bishop
- Mathew, auxiliary to the Archbishop of
" Westminster, who has just come back from
. & mission on behalf of the Holy See to
. _.secure educational and religious facilities
Nt Trom the Ethopian Government for Italians
> who have remained in Abyssinia.  Bishop
Hathew told me how co-operative he found
 the Emperor, though he admitted that
~ brimitlve Tor Luropeans. — Knowing his
- ?nterest 1n‘tbe‘an£ienty‘ Vistlaggsects;
of the Middle East, I told him that the
Assgri@ns, settled in Syria, were now
somi hllgf'of a problem and asked what in
his opinion were the Tgrospect.s of settling
“them in Abyssinia. e Bishop thought
that the idea was good in principle. He
said that the Emperor and his Government
-are Asiatics with an interest and respect
for Christians of the Asian continent.
The country, he said, was sparsely 3
populated and could without difficulty
absorb new colonists. The Church is
reasonably tolerant of other Christian
bodies provided that they show its :
dignitaries and relics proper respect.
In case there is plenty of work for
: 1ngllzs rious people ready to live on a simple
scale. : ;

But the Emperor is at the moment
- - suspicious/
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Allgtted te Hxtgrnal Depar

|op<es Circulated.

@ GYPHER TELEGRAM (0.T.P.)

From Viceroy.

To Secrptary of State for India.

Dated New Delhi, 13.20 hourg, 2%nd July, 1946.
Recelved 10,35 hours, 22nd July, 1945.

IMMEDIATE,

No, 1193. 8. " Top Secret.

q Your telegrem 16245 dated July 20th. Assyrians. Northern
Baluchistan is inhabited exclusively by Pathans who are Sunni

Moslems of Hanafi persuasion and inclined to faraticism. It is
out of the guestion to consider the establishment of a Christian
Colony in their midst and apart fLrom practical difficulties, any
attempt to do go would stir up intense political resentment
which would not be confined to Baluchistan and probably not to
Moslaem oplnlon in India alone., Hanafis of Northern India have
always vevered Gilani shrine jn Baghdad, which might well become
centme of inspired resistance to any sucb move. ;

Apart from above nearly all cultivable land in Baluchistan
has already been takem up and prospects of expansion of s
irrigation are very small. Population of Baluchistan decreased
between 1931 and 1941 and it is most unpromising area fox colonisation.
It is true that pressure of population on area is smaller than
in any other part of India, but if any colonisation were practicable
it would be necessary to consider it with a viewto relief of

population pressure in India and not from outside.

Remaining parts of Baluchistan inhabited by Baluch and
Brahui tribes are in Kalat and feudatory States and consist
almost entirely of (2ryots). General political objections
menticned in the caose of Pathans apply here also in almost equal
degree, while Teprain is even more inhospitable and could not in
eny cilrcumstance permit of colonisation.

On all grounds I consider proposal entirely impracticable.
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: A / e
AN bhat ha.s/ been made’ is that tney‘ should be
settled along’side ‘of a’British /strategic/
reserve’stat ion,” e.g./ Cyrenaicay where
they /ﬁlignt/provide' levies ‘and find
employment’ in other ways.. In this
connexion’the ‘possibility of Northern”
Baluchistan 4vas mooted /in the’ eventualitf
of a’strategic’ reserve ‘being locatéd’
there the’idea’being that they might nof
only/ find’ recruits and /employment/but.
also’as /indust.rious /mountain /famers/ helﬁ
to ‘create ‘menities. I should bd very’
grat.eful/if you would /let, me have ’your :
views/on this /suggest,ion/as a’matter of”
great/ urgencyf for the information’of the/
Cabinet? You will'no doubt ‘wish to”
consult’the Chief Comnissioner in”
Baluchistan but in doing so” it is ;
important”’to emphasise’ the ‘secrecy AT
enquiry/ because it would be most
unfortunate’if the” ASSyFIAns got’to hearj
of the matter’before we are in’a position
to /frame ‘our policy?

While‘time has not/pemit,t.ed/of
necessary investigation,’ I'believe’ ‘
question of ’sett.ﬁng /t.hESe/people/in Ind"
or in“Indian Stat.e,_._fﬁas been investigated
in the past ith egative resuits
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FUTURE
OF THE

ASSYRIANS.

g,

" SECRET

(2
)

EXTRACT FROM CABINET CONCLUSIONS 13(45) DATED 10.7.45.

6. The Cabinet had before them a Memorandum (C.P.(45) 11)
by the S/S for Foreign Affairs inviting the Cabinet to
consider whether our future policy should be based on the
assumption that the Assyrians now in Iraqand Syria would
have to remain where they are or whether a determined
attempt :should now be made to settle them outside the
Iliddle East. .

THE S/S FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS said that the first
alternative - that the Assyrians in Iraq and Syria_should
remain where they were — was not a satisfactory solution,
given the risk to which they would be exposed of future

conflicts with the Muslims in Iraqg. On the other handi the

experience of the past ten years had shown the difficu
of finding a new home for the Assyrians outside the Middle

East. The Dominion Governments were not prepared to accepd ‘

them, and the difficulties of settlement in the Colonial
Eppire would also be very grave. We were, however, under
great obligation to the Assyrians and he felt that we shoud
make a further effort to find a home for them.

In discussions the following points were made:-

(a) THE S/S FOR THE COLONIES confirmed that there was no
8r&>spect of finding a home for the Assyrians in any of the
olonies. )

(b) THE S/S FOR INDIA s ﬁested that it might be possible
to accommodate them in Northern Baluchistan. It was
suggested that there might be difficulty in settling a
Christian community among the Muslims of Baluchistan.

(e) It was suggested that, despite the objection which
Lord lioyne had previously seen to the settlement of the
Assyrians in the conguered Italian colonies, further
consideration might be given to the possibiiity of settling
them in Eritrea or Cyrenaica. It was of particular impor
ance that we should establish our influence in Cyrenaica;
and it would be useiul if the Assyrians could be employe&
there as guards for British airfields and allowed to found
a settlement for their families in the neighbourhood of
the airfields. They had proved their worth as levies;
and their employment in this capacity might warrant their
being given a neighbouring area in which to found a
settlement. Such an arrangement might, however, cause
tr%uglg with the Sennusi; and this point would need to be
watched. .

(d) THE S/S FOR INDIA also suggested that the Assyrians
might be settled in the Lebanon, where a Christian ,
comnunity would be more welcome. Such a settlement might
well be politically attractive to the Lebanese, though
possibly unwelcome to the Assyrians.

THE CABINET:

(1) Invited the S/S for Foreign Affairs to
ascertain the view of the Minister Resident,
Middle East, and the Minister in the Levant
States on the possibilities of settling the
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