suihall Jhé is
Qatar National Library

This PDF was generated on 13/01/2022 from online resources of
the Qatar Digital Library

The online record can be viewed at:
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100000000555.0x0002dd
It contains extra information, high resolution zoomable views and transcriptions.

Coll 7/26 'Afghanistan: proposed purchase of gas shells, etc., by Afghan
Government; question of attitude of HMG'

Holding Institution British Library: India Office Records and Private Papers
Reference IOR/L/IPS/12/2194

Date(s) 28 Oct 1932-8 Nov 1934 (CE, Gregorian)

Written in English in Latin

Extent and Format 1 file (59 folios)

Copyright for document Unknown

About this record

Correspondence regarding a request by the Government of Afghanistan to import a sample teargas gun, canisters
and accessories to Kabul, via India. The file concerns arrangements for the purchase and delivery of the

sample, plus British and Indian concerns over the potential import or manufacture of non-lethal and lethal

chemical weapons by the Afghan Government, and the corresponding readiness of the Government of India to meet
such a threat.

The file contains letters received by the Foreign Office from the Afghan Legation in London, plus

correspondence between the India Office Political Department, the Government of India Foreign and Political
Department, the Foreign Office, and HM Minister at Kabul (Richard Maconachie). The file also includes reports
by Maconachie on meetings held with the Kabul-based merchant Herr Ebner, regarding the Afghan Government's
interest in chemical weapons, the possibility of establishing a manufacturing facility in Afghanistan, and the
reported intention to use the weapons to suppress any uprising by the Pathan tribe.

The file includes a divider which gives a list of correspondence references contained in the file by year.
This is placed at the end of the correspondence (folio 2).
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7Y THE WAR OFFICE,

LONDON, S.W. 1.

y
i ‘ 2nd November, 1934.
|

‘ H\_ A Weltno .
Many thanks for your letter No.P.Z. 6582/
g %4 of 31st ultimo in connection with the purchase
i ! of gas by the Afghan Government.
J we agree with you that the matter may

be allowed to reste.

J.C. Walton 5sge., CeBe, M.Cs,
India Office,
Se We 1.
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The relevant previous papers are:

P.%2.2871/34, Sir R.,Maconachie's letter reporting

an enquiry from Herr Ebner as to the attitude of
H.M.G. towards the supply of gas to the Afghan
Government,
P.2.3921/34. The views of the G.of I. on this enquiry.
P.%.4898/34., The views of the War Office.

It appears from the Minister's talk with Herr
n‘f Ebner now reported that the gas is desired for use
against the Pathan tribes in the event of a really
dangerous rising. But Herr Ebner's view is that the
Afghans could not kewewer proceed with the idea on any i
large scale for the time being owing to financial
| considerations. This is also Sir R, Maconachie's
2 forecast @{P.2.5767/34.)
Fod It seems clear that we cannot carry the matter
further at present and it is suggested that a letter
should go to Colonel Ismay at the War Office in
- accordance with the draft attached.
Do ypw comcur
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Colonel H.L.Ismay,
War Office.

5000 5.34

( 2800

CB., DSO.,

P.Z.6582/34.
Draft Paper. POLITICAL Department.
L) 0d. [GHF. '
Secret. DRAFT LETTER. , 3’/& |

Iy Gt *M—j/

L Yre Please refer to the
correspondence ending with mg;persenai
telegram of 18th ©®eptember No.74 to
Maconqechie, of which a copy was sent
to the War Office on 19th September
under India Office letter No.P.Z.5767/34

regarding the project of the Afghan

War Minister for the purchase of gas.y
I enclose a copy of &

fusbkor letter dated 25th September
witf—imve Teeet+ved from Maconqchie.
Wk think that we may ellow the
matter to rest for the moment. If the
Afghans do take any further steps to
equip themselves with gas we canﬁgéﬁfail
to hear of it and I have no doubt that
if, contrary to his expectations,
Maconachie has an opportunity he will
take the action authorised in my letter
of 16th August, of which a copy was
sent to the War Office under India Office
number P.Z.4898/34.

I am sending a copy of this

letter to Collier at the Foreign Office.

Vnpr 2

v
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Draft Paper. Lug3Lw, Political Department.
Semes DRAFT LETTER. 3
L. Collier, Esq., C.M.G., My dean Aslthun

Foreign Office.
I enclose a copy of a letter

whici T améending to Ismay at the

War Office covering a copy of
Maconachie's letter of 25th September,
No.206/G/MA, of which he sent a copy
to you, Cegavéady ot Nalimad's scliome
oS Apurchromdy  GeS.
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Extcacy fyom Whas Suo
- J’V\h\&u‘ﬁ\;«a 18%0

N

Nob®7 ZAFAR HUSAIN, Indian, of Karnal district. - One of
.

Obaidullah's party and calls himself
"Secretary to Provisional Government of India".
| Was with Obaidullah during the 1919 campeign.
% 1 On Nadir Khan's staff in Ningrehar, 1920, and
Assistant Editor of the Jalalabad newspaper

Ittahad-i-Mashraqi (Eastern Unity) published

for first time in February 1920. Translator
and Confidential Secretary to Nadir Khan,

| g July 1920. A teecher in Harbiyeh School, 1926.
t

Reported to have been invited to Kabul by

King Nadir, November 1929.
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rZz. ) ’
s
{

\MH3£EE§S“’32§at1°n- Kabul,
25th September, 1934.

JeColWlalton ESqe, CBe,MCoe,
India Office,
London.

, | &t
beorAoatto, e
Please refer to the correspondence ending with |
your telegram No. 74 of the 18th September. Ebner came
to see me on éhéwzznd)and I gave him the substance of the
views of His Majesty's Government on the gas proposal.
2. He said that he did not believe that it would
come to anything slthough Shah Mahmud is greatly attracted L
by it for the time being, and often speaks of it in i
confidence to his friends. Ebner said there was no doubt |
whatever that Shah Mahmud wanted gas for use simply
against the Pathan tribes in the event of a really
dangerous rising on their part; there was nothing else
at all behind the proposal. The probable effect on :
public opinion in Afghanisten of the use of gas against
such tribes was a question on which views were divided,
but for the present at any rate the war Ministry were
continuing their enquiries.
Se The leading spirits responsible for the idea
were (i) Zafar Husain, who had again come to Ebner(on the
21st September) to discuss the importation of a certain
powder from which Z.He was sure gas could be easily and
quickly developed. (Z.H. is W.We. in Afghanistan No. 687.
He was mixed up with Obaidullah W.W.491 in 1919 and served
on Nadir's staff in 1920. In 1924/25 he went to Moscow
and thence to Turkey. He was reported to have acquired

Turkish nationality in 1928. He graduated from the
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=

Turkish Military Academy in 1930 and joined the Turkish
army. He returned to Kabul in 1933 and was appointed

: | an instructor at the Harbiya College. He is believed to
" ‘ enjoy the special confidence of the War Minister.)

1 (1i) Baleerkiewiez, a German chemist who was formerly

employed by the Afghan Govermment and then dismissed for

:

laziness, B .now found it very difficult to make a 11v1n33
/

and, in order to get money from the Afghans, hed

pretended, Ebner thought, to be able to make lethal gas.
The Afghans hed them required B,to fill a room with this
' gas so that they could test its effects on eriminals,
B.had declined on grounds of humanity and there the

matter stood at present. B.was living in the same house

as Ebner)who was his enemy for personal reasons and

|

K

] working to get him (B) removed to Germany. If B could

; be sent away probably nothing more would be heard of the
|

|

| gas idea. Ebner said . that the Afghan Government could
not in any case proceed with the idea on any large

scale for the time being) owing to the financial straits

TR

in which they found themaelves) and meanwhile he would

4, I am sending copies of this letter to Collier
and Metcalfe, and Lockhart is sending a copy to Army

|
i l try to induce his Minister to repatriate B. to Germany.
|
{ Headgquarters, Simla.

N/ :
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4 ‘ FOREIGN OFFICE, S.V.1.

18th September, 1934.

(N 5308/43/97)

Dear Walton, ff

with reference to your letter P.Z. 5767/34
of 11th September about gas-shells for the Afgh;;;: and
in confirmation of what you were told on the telephone
yesterday, I write to say that we agree to Maconachie

being authorised to speak to Herr Ebner as he suggests.

M
I e s
e

J. C. Walton, Esq., C.B., M.C.
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" SECRET

/3/7/J1 z’g:‘l/

, L 1

/  ETR/AW, 4937, '“*;5

; 3 - l 7!
DEOCSHER OF TELEGRAIN

From Government of Imdia, Foreign

and Politieal Department, to
i (copims Secretary of 8tate for Imdia,
b CIRCULATED)

Dated 8imla, 17th September, 1934,
Received 17th September, 1934, 7,15 p.:

oSl X X X

1930, Addressed to Seeretary of State

T R
- > .

and repeated to Minister at Kabul, 237-K,
£ i Metealfe for Walton and Maconachie,
e Xatodon 98, September 8th, Gas,

; | We see mo objeotion to Minister's

suggestion in paragraph ¥o,3.
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P.%. 5767)34. , o Fhnd
[ Uu/ A
S / ‘#”1'
o :/“
Draft Paper. Political Department.
E : O i
L Secret.— ey A 3 SEP 1934
e t I enclose copy of a d.o.
‘ telegram which has been received
|
col. H.L. Ismay, C.B., D.S.0., | from Maconachie in reply to the
Wwar Office. !

letter addressed to him on the
i 1 16th August regarding Herr Ebner's
5;3 ! enquiry as to the attitude of H.M.G.
f ’/’,,/f”////} towards the purchase by the Afghan
"~1 l Government of gas for filling shells.
In view of the objections which

Maconachie sees to broaching the

matter with the Afghan Government¢a~‘aw

\ 3
%Jﬂv)p . | we propose, if you and the Forei
| e-;f bw Fuw av ‘~5§i~
| office concur,/to suthorise him to
‘ A

1 pass on to Herr Ebner the substance
of paragraph 4 of the War Office
letter No0.0164/6216(M.0.1) of the

1 26th July.

‘ Would you kindly let me know if

_you concur or if you would prefer

that we should send you an official

i letter on the subject? 1 am sending

a copy of this letter to Collier.

(8d.) J, C. WALTON,
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P.Z. 5767/34.

Draft Paper. Political Department.

Secret. ) Y ' 11 SEP 1934

My At [allin
1 D | With reference to Maconachie's
telegram No. 98 of the 8th September,
L. Gollier, Esq., C.M.G,, A
Foreign Office. > E of which a copy was sent to Speaight
E ; on the 10th September, I enclose copy
l of a d.o. letter I have written to
Ismay at the War Office, and shall
o \ be glad to hear whether you see
any objection from the Foreign Office

point of view to Maconachie being

authorised to proceed as he suggests.

(8d.) J. C. WALTON
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0> Frmay L. SECRET
Ny 7 ) -
N\ n)t et i A%.FEI/?'C}
V- R ] A
: k»‘/ D7 i '0/ =24
o | iy
3 FRB/LJS/MA. (89 groups.) 4795.
From His Britannic Majesty's Minister
at Kabul to Secretary of State
for Foreign Affairs, India Office.
Dated Kabul, 8th September, 1934. XX X
Received 4.45 p.m., Bth September, 1934.
e

Maconachie for Walton end Metcalfs. Your demi-
official, P.%.4898/34, August 16th. Gas.

2. It seems unlikely either that Afghen Government
will consult me, or (if only on account of financial
stringency) that they will proceed further with the proposal.
I could not initiate discussions with them without disclosing
the source of my information.

3. If, therefore, it is considered advisable to
o ' discourage the idea at the outset, I should propose to pass
2 on substance of the War 0ffice letter, parsgraph No.4, to
i } Ebner, and do not see we have anything to lose by this.

1 Do you agree?

Magonachie 98.

& |
7
%
*
% ‘
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P.Z. 4898/34.

Minute Paper. Department.

‘M' ita a
K hict uf%egﬁsggff thi@%%fiﬁ% on papers P.Z. 287%@4
and %95}7??. The official reply from the War Office has

now been received, and, subject to your concurrence and
that of the Foreign Uffice, it isproposed to reply to

Sir R. Maconachie, suggesting that he should in the first
instance impress upon the Afghan Government the practical

difficulties, dangers and cost of the project, with a

| view to discouraging them, if possible, from further
Eentertaining the idea.

It will be seen that the Army Council agree with
| the Government of India and the Cormander-in-Chief in
their view of this matter, wnd The line suggested in
paragraph 4 of the War Office letter seems to provide the

best means of approach as a start.

A draft d.o. letter to Sir R. Maconachie is
accordingly attached for the favour of your ‘
LM_ 23 L __J observations. 7% e g B \

75, ¢
b aqvee tvldz: 22:¢z Avaft™ A,0. leler - 3
: :‘)ﬂ,.cx(dwléﬂuu%[}x“
densy WO W | IWM, DJ} %e .o L(/@«ml,q.‘/)&).r(?

okl ! b 0 P )1

ol B AR O 19931 seA o i
abso. P o willilin, prid” I} Ve
. ‘ - - ~
9 The W.o. lefte o L1-1L1FfldA\J(i

B Loleridge .|
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% ,
™ P > N P,7.4898/34. ;

1
Draft Paper. / 2 pOLITI)cL,Dep‘a.rtment.
1 /lviduu InineornaLid 6 AUG 1934

B | -~ SECRET. Please refer to your very secret |
| demi-official letter, No.206/G/MA of
‘ the 7th April, regarding Herr Ebner's
S8ir R. Maconachie, KBE., CIm. enquiry as to the attitude of H.M.G.

British Legation,
KABUL . | towards the purchase by the Afghan

Government of gas for filling shells.

2. You have no doubt already seen

the views of the Government of India,

which were set out in Metcalfe's aemi-;

official telegram to Laithwaite of the‘

1lth June, No.1352.

Se We have been in consultation

with the War Office on this matter,
To,War Office d/- 6t1913:!mly 5/ and I enclose & copy of an official
From, do. d/.aﬁ{lgxziu/ letter of 26th July, which sets out
theirviews, in reply to a letter
addressed to them on 6th July.
4. I am authorised to say that H.M.G
agree that in the circumstances it

would be best to concentrate in the
first instance on pointing out to the
| Afghan Government, if an nfgortuni
(mformall% and co dentigl %)
occurs for broac g the subjectiw
| them, the practical difficulties,
dangers and cost of the project, as

explained in paragraph 4 of the War

/ l‘ . Z, v/
@GOPY SENT TOr_/L‘_i___J Office letter.

éfr].’_ /65% 5, we should hope that this might

‘ be sufficient to discourage the Afghan
4 | Government from pursuing the idea

. further, but we should be glad if you
' would report again if, in spite of

this/

2800 5000 5.34
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Draft Paper.

Department.

; (6

34

2800 5000 5.34

this, they should show any
dlsposition to entertain it seriously,
in which case we might have to
consider the matter afresh.

There would be no objection,
should the Afghan Government indicate
that they are thinking of gas in
connectlon with the Soviet danger, to
your indicating to them the
possibility that H.M.G. .ould be
prepared, 1f they wished, to advise x
mem/regaruins anti-gas defence.

6. I am senuaing a copy of this

" letter to Metcalfe.

Yours sincerely,

(8d.) J. C. WALTON,
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P.Z. 4898/34.
Draft Paper. Department.

\ | SECRET.
Please refer to your very secret
Sl dboRadite R C.LE‘’derm'.-officia.l letter, No. 206/G/MA of
Britﬁ]‘gxuiﬁ?gation, the 7th April, regarding Herr Ebner's
enquiry as to the attitude of H.M.G.
towards the purchase by the Afghan
| Government of gas for filling shells. |
2. You have no doubt already seen the "
views of the Government of India, which ‘
were set out in lietcalfe's demi-official
[ telegram to Laithwaite of the 1lth
June, No. 1352.
3. Ve have%“ew consulttd;,'@l‘; War
7o W 7 £ oy Officeé on this matter, ‘and Ijnclose a
% — Dated 26th July, 1934. ’ copy of 1héTe official letter/, which

e/, sets out thenv1ews o-f—tho—zh:mybsemni%

gl £ oo bl Wt £ Mein o F
4. 1 am authorised to sa?'-{that H.M.

i." agree that in the circumstances it #dl
be best to concentrate in the first
i:' l ﬂ instance on pointing out to the Afghan
[ f" "aﬁ] Government, the practical difficulties,
: < dangers and cost of the project, as
explained in paragraph 4 of the War
Office letter.
S Ve éh-in:/‘;at this ;!:; be
sufficient to discourage the Afghan
Government from pursuing the idea

further, but we should be glad if you
L oy liss,

w

would report again if !the;’ should show
any disposition to Pega.-r&-t-he-ma'bber

mere seriously, in which case we might
e me
have to consider qafresh. El‘here would
2 5000 2.4 be no objection, should the Afghan
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Government indicate that they are thinking
of gas in connection with the Soviet ‘
rwa '
danger, to[indicateyto them the
possibility that H.M.G. would be prepared, iy Auy msked

to advise them regarding anti-gas

\
defence. i
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———
N , 399 | M= **:7?

Tel. No.—Whitehall 9400, \
; Any further communication on this
| subject should be addressed to:—

THE WAR OFFICE,
LONDON, S.W.1.

The Under-Secretary of State,
The War Office,
London, S.W. 1,
and the following number quoted.

0164/6216. (M.0s1l.).
"~

26th  July, 19:54/./0’(,,
Y G J(\

/‘é : W

: Al

M

\
1. In reply to your letter No.P.Z.4400/34 dated 6th
July, 1934, on the subject of the attitude of His Majesty's
Government towards the Afghan Government's project of
producing gas shells in Afghanistan, I am commanded by the
Army Council to state as follows, for the information of
Secretary Sir Samuel Hoare.

sty

2. The Council cbserve that the Geneva Gas Protocol

of 1925 has not been signed by Afghanistan. It has been
fully ratified by Persia. Great Britain and Russies have
ratified, with reservations to the effect that the Protocol
only binds them in relation to States which have signed and
ratified, or which have definitely acceded to the Protocol,
and that it shall cease to be binding in regard to all enemy
States whose armed forces do not respect the restrictions of
the Protocol.

3. It is thus obvious that if the Afghan Government were
to use,or were known to intend to use gas, they would be
inviting Russia,in the event of hostilities,to do the same.
It need hardly be pointed out that the Russian reserves and
facilities are immeasurebly greater than those of
Afghenistan.

4, The Council feel that it would be well, if
opportunity occurs,for His Majesty's Minister to emphasise
to the Afghan Government the practical difficulties,dangers
and costs of the project contemplated by them. The more
importent of these factors can be summarised as follows:-

The Under Secretary of State for India, (a)./
Political Department,
India Office,
Whitehall, 31 ~ 2 AUG, 1334
SWele
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i (a) Gas is a very technicel weapon. Its successful use
‘§ is largely dependent upon meteorological conditions
i which vary considerably in the different parts of

' Afghanistan.

(b) Gas in bulk or in shells could not be imported througr~
India. The Government of India presumably would not
sanction the transportation of gas through India on
account of the risk to l1life involved. :

(c) The production of gas in Afgheanisten would involve y
' the establishment of a local chemical industry
directed by skilled personnel.

(d) Gas can only 'bé stored in bulk in specially constructed
tenks which are expensive. Even then, as far as is
known, it deteriorates during storage.

(e) The machinery for filling gas shells is very expensive f
and can only be hendled by experts. ;

(f) It is known that gas étored in filled shells deteriorates
. during storage. Under such conditions the denger from
leakage is considerable. Continuous expert inspection

(g) If the use of gas were contemplated, the Afghan Army
would have to be equipped with gas masks. X

5. Finally, I am to say that the Council agree with the views
of the Government of India expressed in tel gram No,1352 dated
11th June, 1934, that everything possible ould be done to
discourage and prevent the project. The Council share the views
| held by the Commander-in-Chief in India snd agree that, if it
appears that the Afghens are thinking of gas in connection with
the Soviet danger, it might be explained to them that we are 8
prepared to give advice regarding anti-gas defence.

I anm, R |
Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

Copy sent to Foreign Office,

is essential. e
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TSNP 5
INDIA COFFICE,

HITEHALL, S.%. 1.

%% ~ 6th July 1934.

oy iy

:; With reference to your letter of 2nd July,
//// K.1.2/6202, I enclose an official letter which
will, I hope, serve the purpose.
%AM,QMV

(8d,) J, O, WALTON,

Colonel HeL., Isnw, CB-, D;G-D

war Office.
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P
&2
< Bt 3 2388 /
‘v" It is requested that in any further communi-

cation on this subject the under-mentioned lottor o

and number may be quoted, and the reply ) INDIA OFI“ICE,

addressed to—

The Under Secretary of State for India, / WHITEHALL,

Politieal Department, —
India Office, [ %

a2 London, 8.W.1. M/r
{ | P. 4200/34 : ﬁﬂ”,,}j\‘ th Jaly, 1v34e

LONDON, 8.W. 1.

0eerete

BAR,

1 as dlroeted by the Deeretary ¢f State for india %o enclose
ovpy of & Very Seoeret deul officiel letter fron ide Uajesty's
“VE. Apr BTe) ddnieter ot Hobule It ©lll bo seca that lOTF TLNOF,H

Gorzan merenant in robul, bes infor ally enquired w.at the

ettitade of iis iajesty's Gevernuent would de temaiie & possible
roject, on whioh tie Afgoan har wnister ned aoprecehed uim, of
prodacing ges sielle In ighenioten froa loeally pre ored oF
iaported naterisles Copy is alee encloved of a dend efficiel

‘ ! telegran from $he Governwent of India indicating their views

H / relative %0 this entalry.

: Lh_eune } B it sppears thet No conclusien hos et been

reagned by tue Afg.an Ueverasent on tuis atter, ond tihat wWe

; 1doa of mouing toemselves with tulp weapen suould be regarded ot
jresent os ander tountative con idceration, but tie Seeretary of
stete do# Indie wendd be glad %o be Turnished with an axprescion
of the Aray Council'e view as te the reply te Lo returned to iierr
thner's enguirye
8¢ A o0py of tuls lotier is bvelng sent $0 tie Yoreign Office,
t6 whom it is sugoessed thet a copy of She Ver Uftioe reply
might slec be cou unicated.

1 ey BAZ,
Your obedient Celfvent,

IToOR

5 Tue Under Scecetery of State,
gar Offices e ————

31

e m—
i

2 AUG. 1934

INDIA o7

iy TAFRY

S8ECRET DEPT,
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INDY y &)
SEJ&E “AERU
i .48, )
S THE WAR OFFICE,
2 M.I.2/6202. ¥ : LONDON, S.W. 1. [
] 2nd July, 1934.
\
. 0w
\.0. //
3 “\ AC—M \Af,;,ll-,,: 7 :

" Many thanks for your P.Z.3921/34 of 21st June
bl and enclosures on the subject of the attitude of H.M.G.
i towards the Afghan Government's project of producing gas
shells in Afghanistan.

. We started to consider this problem immediately

on receipt of your letter, and we have now reached a position
: which renders necessary a reference to the C.I.G.8:, and;

f possibly, to the Secretary of State himself.

I In these circumstances I wonder if you would be
{ 80 good as to let me have an official letter in the sense
i.: of your demi-official one under reply.

I hope you will not think that we are making
unnecessarily "heavy weather" in asking for this; but,
as a question of major policy is involved, we are bound to
do so under War Office procedure.

Yours ever,

PA J.C. Walton, Esq., C.B., M.C.,
b India Office.
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P.Z. 3921/34.

Minute Paper. Political Department.

7N Please see the note on papers P.Z. 2871/34 on

which it was decided to ask Mr. Metcalfe demi-
officially for the Government of India's views.

These have now been received and it appears
that the Government of India are anxious that
everything possible should be done to discourage
the Afghen Government from arming themselves with
lethal or mustard gas though there would not be
the same objection to lachrymatory gas.

It seems desirable to consult the War Office
on this matter and a draft demi-official letter to

Colonel Ismey is accordingly suggested.

Military Secretary.

For any observations, ,,leya"
//
— /N
s -3

..é“—‘L—J‘ c; M‘»{\,‘ O a\‘r Jm‘,ﬂﬁd/o %.

2119 5000 8/33
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~

P.Z. 3921/34.

Draft Paper. Political. Department,
R1 JUN 1934
— {
. SecReA | J”'”‘f
VN / :
e I enclose a copy of a secret
% Col. H.L. Ismay,, D.S.0., | demi-official letter from Maconachie
War Office, |
S.W.1. | of the 7th April, in which he reporte
// that Herr Ebner, a German merchant in
/ Kabul, enquired the attitude of H.M.G.

towards the Afghan Government's
project of producing gas shells in
Afghanistan from locally prepared or
mported ma.terlals.

’
dem.-o#f—re-ra:rh\ the views of the

Government of India on this proposal,
and I have now received from Metcalfe
f;;///// the telegram# of which I enclose a
copy.

We should be grateful for the

| pmoposex, bearing in mind that if
flione
‘our oﬁéerbs’Zto pmewpews the importation
thoaﬁu jof lethal gas were #e—me pressed too
1strongly, our action might have the
reverse result to what was intended
g N tmbard m fud
|On the other hand, I-thu:k 1t might be
A
quite pessible—thes Ma.conachle sirouid
broach the subject informally and

confidentially with the Afghan

Government, and (eXpress the hope in
the friendliest possible way that they
uld refrain from arming themselves

‘w1th this weapon in view of the

possible repercussions wluch[zh mlght

S 20 00 2 have across the border in India.

Lot
(8d.) J, Q, WALTON.

views of the General Staff on this maller,
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-~ ~

'3 INDEXED L% 2

{ ~H1ES COPYgpcrEy

e | f »Jn}l
SR |

- IT/FCN/DIA. (129 grodps 3444, V)
| g : 1934

: ~ RECYPHER OF TELEGRAIU

‘,, From Government of India, Forelgn and

Political Department, to

i Secretary of State for India.

2 Dat ed Simle, 11th June, 1934.

; Received 1lth June, 1934, 215 p.m,
| L
/ 1352. Demi-official. Metcalfe to Laithwa tey
g Your telegram of the 23rd ultimo, 1349. Supply of gas
shells to the Afghan Goverrment. %

” 2, If only lachrymstory Bas is intended,

we should have no objection, If, however, the Afghan
Government contemplate importing lethal or musterd gee,

or erecting plant for the production of these in Kabul,

L we consider that everything possible should be done to

/ discourege and prevent such a proceeding., As you are

; eware, we are at present in India entirely unprepared for

: any meagure of retaliation and should be compelled in selle-f
‘; —: defence to press for permission to meke preparations if

1 Afghans (? persisted), Commanderein-Chief tekes gravest
view of the matter, and suggests that if Minister has an
R"'\ ' opportunity of discuseing the metter with Afghan Ministers,
£ end it appears that they are thinking of gas in

connection with the Soviet danger, it might be explained
[ that we are prepared to give advice regarding anti-gas
L9 defence,

|
.
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DRAFT TELEGRAM.

SECRETARY OF STATE

TO

/

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.

(Retamilla)

o 6 o

1744 1000 333

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, FORFIGN AND

>
/349

Do Lolbwnitc & M/ct%
Y B 3. 207 oy 176 1P
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T 7 R - - - -

b Lt , SECRET
i INDEXED . &

% FHB/JRL/IT/WB ( 154 groups )___!934 ¥ 3094, /"Jﬁ
@ DECYPHER OF THLEGRAM

£

E3 From Goverrment of India, Foreign

5" ﬁment, %é

end Political Degar
Secretary of Sta

Dated Simla, 21st }May, 1924.
Received 6 p.m., 21si May, 1934.

o for Indis.

XXX

1 \ )
i 1176, \ &

Addressed to Secretary of State and repeated to
Kabul, 120-K. Demi-official. Ifetcalfe to Welton. Your
257/ telegram of the 1l4th instent, 1273. Ebner enquirye.
éf 2. We would agree to teke "old and useless®
1 ammnition at following rates:- (1) empty cases, rupess 10

per thousand, (2) bullets, rupess 16 per hundredweight,

(3) boxes bandoliers chargers - serviceable, 75 per cent
stockbook velues, repairable, 50 per cent ditto, unserviceabls,
10 per cent ditto or auction value, whichever is less.

3. In case of live ammunition there would be
cherge for breaking up which would be deducted from refund
admissible, along with cost of freight. It is doubtful,
therefore, whether it would pay to return live ammmnition.
It is suggested that ammnition might be fired off end
empty cases returned if refund admissible is found to exceed

cost of freight.
4. Question of fresh supply of decimal 303

emmunition will have to be takea up separately and, before
sgreeing, we shall be glad to have further details as to
quantity required, methed of payment, etc.
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P.Z. 2871/34.

"Minute Paper. Political Department.

1 ¥ Please see vir R. lMaconachie's very secret d.o.

F*l letter of the 7th April, No. 206/G/MA, copy of which
] was sent direct to Mr. Collier. The question of the
attitude of H.M.G. towards the supply of Gas appliances
to Afghanistan cropped up before in connection with a
| request by the Afghan Le%zgiﬂg'igf transit facilities
| for tear gas pistols (see/P.Z. 6549/32 - Foreign Office
| reference 11.6978/82/97), and we then came to the
| conclusion that it was not open to us in the present
circumstances to remonstrate with the Afghans about
4 the weapons they might choose to use either in war or
for quelling internel disturbances however much we
+14 might wish to discourage them from using poison gas,
whether lethal or non-lethal.
General Muspratt then gave reasons for disliking
the idea of allowing tear gas to enter Afghenisten,
| even as a sample,though he appreciated the difficulty
of refusing facilities for its tramsit through India.
It seems best therefore in replying to Sir R.

Maconachie to inform him that when the matter was

considered here before the view taken was that +f

disliked the use of gas and in fact had decided not

to make use of it ourselves, but that we recognised
: Jerprophiinl

that it was not open to us to use ouz£5031tion to

refuse transit facilities for sucheaeapégg—passing
through India if the Afghan Government should wish
to employ -thgm

T

A draft letterto Sir R. Maconachie on these lines
is accordingly proposed,though it may perhaps be

i desirable(before it issues/to ascertain the views of
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the War Office more precisely.

Military Secretary.

For any observations.
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X P.Z.2871/34
Draft Paper. Department,

SECRET.
Please refer to your very secret
Sir R. Maconachie, KBE.,CIE,,

British Legation, d.o., letter No.ZOGAQVMA of the 7th April
o regarding Herr Ebner's enquiry as to
the attitude of H.M.G., towards the
purchase by the Afghan Government of
gas for filling/shells.,

2. When the/question cropped up
here in 1932 in connection with the
smple tear-gas pistols which the

i Afghan Legation in Paris purchased
i and sent out to Afghanistan (see
correspondence ending with F.O.printed
despatch No,103 of 15th Dec. 1932)
we came to the conclusion that, as
[| HM.G. have themselves strictly
[ e refrained from using gas in any form,
including tear-gas, for civil
disturbances and consequently do not
maintain any supplies in Inﬁ.a/we
should dislike the idea of tear gas
entering Afghanistan., We fe«f:
however, that we could not, in present
circumstances, remonstrate with the
Afghan Government about the weapons
they might choose to use either in
war or for quelling civil disturbances,

particularly as such weapons are not

prohibited by any international

agreement to which Afghanistan is a

party.

2531 5000 2.34 3/

BRITISH
Advyan

Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/2194. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100035566429.0x000048



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100035566429.0x000048?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

duilngll Jadi i<
Qatar National Library

Coll 7/26 'Afghanistan: proposed purchase of gas shells, etc., by Afghan
Government; question of attitude of HMG' [36v] (72/118)

2,

3. Our i;clination would therefore
k) &L O~ Lhornis)

be toﬂgply to 71;hat effect to Herr

: o
Ebner, but we—feeil—thet this is an

important matter in which the G.,of I.
are closely concerned -e8é we should
prefer to defer sending you a definite
reply until we have had an expression
of the G,of I,'s views, mwe should
like to have an opportunity of
discussing 4% with the War Office
here, I am therefore sending a

copy of this letter to Metcalfe and

I am letting Ismay of the War Office

have a copy of the correspondence.

T
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R e e T T TGP Lo T i o e - — R
> : Mz D R e
il ’ 2 L"R"“ T v r bropn ”7 A - ¢
‘ ERY SECRET. ) ? British Legation, Kebul, * Y

Demi-official NN0.206/G/MeA.

{ o071 ! “d
L. PO 1y o
{'a’\’ ! ) 3
Herr Ebner(Ffor whom please see my secret despateh

No. 14 of the 5th February)told me yesterday that the war

Ll A3 Minister had required him to ascertain details regarding the
supply to Afghanistan of gas shells. Owing to the difficulty
of transporting such shells ready filled, the idea was to
import the cases empty and to fill them here with gas which
would be either (i) produced locally or (ii) imported in solid
or liquid form. (Either (i) or (ii) would be, Ebner said,

L possible).

In an official conference Shah lahmad had said that
of course he only wanted a non-lethal gas which would merely
g \ scare the enemy, but privately he had stated that he needed
i gas of the most deadly kind awailable.

2 Herr Ebner wanted to know what the attitude of His
Majesty's Government would be in regard to this project, as

he was anxious, before taking any action in pursuance of it,
to know confidentially that by doing so he would not be acting
against British interests.

S The idea was still, I gathered, only in the air,

but I should be glad to be informed at your early convenience

what answer I should give to Herr Ibner's enquiry.
4. I am sending copies of this letter to Collier and
Metcalfe and Lockhart is writing on the subject to the

general staff, India.

WSRO pI s S A ) SRR

JeCeWWalton KsqQe CBe,MCe, /87
India Office, - 2
London.

e T 7o ST ——
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P e R e
6 - JAN 193
70q
- : - )
.l L /
(Copy) C. No, 293-Cus.-II-31. 7807 PR
Central Board of Revenud. r h
1032 =
New Delhi, the 1st December 1932,
i TELEGRAM,
B R R s R R R
From - Secretary, Central Board of Revenue
To - The Collector of Customs, Karachi.
! *ﬁ%\
# Sample tear gas pistol and accessories for Afghan
Government reaching by parcel post bearing Nos, 272 and
9
) ? 147 12} addressed to Afghan Consul Karachi through Messrs.

Thomas Cook. Please give usual facilities.
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\
)

A ) o /
; G |
l [ iody 8 1!

THE Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs presents his

q compliments to the Under-Secretary of State for India, and is directed

jo3_by the Secretary of State to enclose herewith a despatch for trans-

% ,l.(,K‘fb“/\r'i/Iit 5t mission by the earliest opportunity to His Majesty’s Minister at
ol Kabul.

£ : 2. Should the Secretary of State for India have any observations

which he thinks could be usefully embodied in this communication, it

e is . requested that it may be returned immediately to this Department,

b 1 with a note to that effect, in which case no further action would be

taken here pending the receipt of the observations of the Secretary of

oy T

l‘ A

State for India, to be communicated in accordance with the usual

procedure.

"ENGLOSURE IN WEEKLY LeTTtR

No. 511 2 2DEC.1932

Sece.ter ,1982) FROM SECRETARY, POLITICAL AWD
SECRET DEPT. INDIA OFFICE

s

Foreign Office, S.W.1,

e

(pz.. 724 /»‘1)

2 5417 21183
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N - P R R e
|
{EQ !

ey

(n 6102/82/97) \ 1032 {

Translation. g ROYAL AFGHAN LEGATION.
No.f1591. 31 Princes Gate,

S WaTe
26th October, 1932.

Your Excellency,

I have the honour to state that our Legation in
Paris has purchased a gas-pisto] with its accessories,
as a sample, for the Government of Afghanistan, and has
sent the said pnistol and accessories by two separate
parcel-post No. 272 and 197 respectively to Afghan Consul
at Karachi, through Messrs Thomas Cook & Son; and beg
to request that necessary instructions for facilitation
of the transportation through India of the above articles
may kindly be issued to the authorities concerned.

The detailed list is enclosed herewith.

I have, etc.
(signed) AHMMED ALI.
Afghan Minister.

Rt.-Hon. Sir John “imon,
Secretary of State for Foreign Affaires,

Foreign Office, London.

N@;;wﬁuwhmﬁhhmﬁéwﬂﬁﬂﬁk&ﬁmwT‘<.:

!@
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[
4 COPY
arme a gaz lacrymogene.
1 Pistolet de calibre 26,5um. Jexpedie par colis post,
) No.272
7
2 cartouches pour le pistolet. )
! )
i 2 grenades lacrymogene. )Jexpedie par un colis
1 ) pastal No.197.
§ 1 masque Titan avec le filtre }
et la boite de depot. )
. 1 ROYAL APGHAN LEGATION,

LONDON «
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TR T 1 T s —

{S_~W~<~—-———-— — : ’ Trs e 52 N R T R T T T R T

-
*)
\

;j Copy FOREIGN OFFICE, 8,V.1.
1 ( 6978/82/97) 9th December, 1932.

Your Highness,

I have the honour to refer to your note No., 1591 of
26th October last requesting the issue of instructions to
facilitate the passage through India via Karachi of two
packages containing a sample tear gas pistol and accessories
despatched to the Afghan Consul at Karachi through Messrs.

1e Thomes Cook and Son, Paris.

g

2 I have the honour to inform Your Highness that on
this occasion His Majesty's Government have decided to accord
ﬁ,: the necessary facilities without insisting upon the receipt
4 by His Majesty's Representative at Kabul of a previous

2 intimation from the Afghan Government in accordance with

the terms of Letter II attached to the Anglo~Afghan Treaty
of November 22nd 1921.

Be I should be grateful however, if you would be good
enough to ensure that the regular procedure is followed in
future.

1 have, ete.,
(For the Secretary of State)

- 4 (sd.) Leurence Collier.

His Highness
Ahmed Ali Khan,

ete., ete., etc.

(

?A«,
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|
{ ‘ Copy Royal Afghan Legation,

3 p

] (N 7313/8%/97) 31, Princes Gate,

|3 5
R B.¥.7.
13 No. 1849
ff 1 9th December, 1932,
| ¥ 2
I‘v
8ir,

In further reference tc my letter No., 1591
dated the 26th October 1932; I have the honour to
inform you that the Gas Pistol and ite ammunition
was sent by 8.8, angkor on the 7th October last.

Assuring you of my highest considerations,
3= Youre sincerely,

(8d.) Ahmea Ali.

The Right Hon.
Sir John Simon, G.C.8,I., M.P, ETC.
British Foreign Minister,

| ? The Foreign Office,

¥hitehall, London, S.W.1.
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/ In Ay luul \er communication on this sybject, plr'\ se quote y ‘

No. V. )78 /5 /P, 7 A

and address—nof to any person/by name, but to— :
1

“+ The Under-Secretary of State,” Foteign Office, London, S.W. 1. P @(
19327
; THE Under-Secrgtary of State for, Foreign Affalrs pr ents his
& compliments f %\MM, z(/ / /Z/V.h
E uelea and, by direction of ‘t’? Se¢tretary of State,

ransmits herewith cop.cef of the under-mentioned paper. ( ?’O é’frf o / )

e — |

I Foreign Office, C%/} :
{E3 V4 ‘
i /986¢W/07193—?- 687&7 b
Lp? Reference to premous correspondence

ﬁ /&LM MV& N, < 4

Descmptwn Enclosure. /W/\,’ : 70? 4~ /; 9 ) |
£

f Name and Date. Subject.
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i;i ENCLOSURE IN wmw TTTER

|3 No. 85,0, 1932

(E FROM SECRETARY, PULITH FL AND

if QECRET DEPT. IN2IA OFFICE e
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{
|

Simnilar letter sent to
14—6130 7690 (2)
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-

(e)
o FOREIGN OPFICE, ©.¥.1.
No« ¥ 6978/8%/97 "~ ' 9th December, 1932,

o Your Highness,
b { have the honour to refer to your note No. 1591 of
26th October last requeeting the issue of instructione to /}

facilitate the vassage through India vies Zarachi of two

packages containing s sauple tear gas pleto]l and aceessories
= despatched to the Afghan Consul at Zarachi through Yessrs.

3 Thomas Cook and Son, Paris.

& e T have the honour to inform Your Highness that on

this oeccesion His lajesty's Government have decided to sccord

‘L' the neecessary facilities without insisting upon the reeceipt
by His ¥ajesty's lepresentative at Xabul of a nrevious

4L; intimation from the Afghan Government in sccordance with
the terma of Letter Il attached to the inglo~Afghan Treaty
of November 28nd 19%1.

F; Be I should be grateful however, if you would be good
P encugh to ensure that the regular procedure is followed in
future.
I have the honour to be
with the highest consideration,
Your ¥ighness's cbedient Servant,

{For the Seeretary of State)

His Highness
Ahmed Ali Khan,

ete., ete., eteo.
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A
P.2.7249/32

£ Minute Paper. POLITICAL Department.

It is suggested that, if the Foreign

b 3 Office concur, the attached draft reply to the
Afghan Minister, regarding ##e transit facilities
for the sample tear gas pistol with accessories

| sent by parcel post to Karachi in October last,

might issue.

P

North egn Dept.

+ ;

4000 3/32
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Draft Paper. Department.

DRAFT LETTER.

H.H.Ahmed Ali Khan,
Your Highness,
I have the honour to refer
to Your Highness' note, No,1591 of
26th October, 1932, requesting the

issue of instructions to facilitate
the passage through India vie Karachi
of two packages containing a sample
tear gas pistol and accessories
despatched to the Afghan Consul at
11 Karachi through Messrs. Thos. Cook

4 & Son, Pars .

In reply I have the honour

3 to inform Your Highness that on this
occasion His Majesty's Govermment

have decided to accord the necessary
facilities without insisting upon the
receipt by His Majesty's Representative
at Kebul of a previous intimation from
the Afghan Government in accordance
with the terms of Be. IINz:f,}f’cgec/iqzl
to the Anglo-Afghan Treaty of +92%=3%.
I have, however, the honour torequest

4 that in future the regular procedure

mey be followed.
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1 A
,‘ )

4
| Ja5 i
H 1932

IT /AW, (18 groupe) 6627,

DECYPHER OF TELEGRANM,

From Government of India, Foreign and
: Politioal Department, to Secretary of
(COPIES 8tate for India,
CIRCULATED)

Dated  New Delhi, 29th November, 1932,

Received 29th November, 1932, 4 p.m,
bgWQ.
X /?)f’ '

2?086 Addrezsed to Secretary of State and repeated

to Minister at Kabul, 291-K, Your telegram of the 23rd

instant, 3062, Afghan request for transit of sample of tear
gas pistol,

Para,No,2. On recommendation of Minister at Kabul,
Government of India are prepared to weive treaty procedure

1 thie case and usual faoilities will be granted,
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w“-’:d*’?k‘ o i B i S i iR st o TR R rTRETETR TEETRTE SRS . ,_g,.«i
11 G

¥ ‘ P.Z. 6549/32.
' Minute Paper. Department.

‘ The Afghan Minister in London. announces that

his Legation in Paris has already despatched by parcel
post, through Messrs. T. Cook and Son, consigned to the
Afghan Consul at Karachi, a tear gas pistol, with two
1 cartridges, two tear gas bombs, and a gas mask, which
| have been ordered as samples.
! The Afghan Legation has been asked to find out
from Paris on what date these parcels were despatched,
and on receipt of that information it is suggested that
] a telegram, a draft of which is attached, might be
En gsent to the Government of India, enquiring whether they
f‘; are willing to allow facilities for their transportation
I 3 through India.
) It is clear, I think, that, although this

| apparatus is no doubt designed for use in civil

i disturbances, it is properly to be regarded asumunition;
} within the meaning of the Anglo-Afghan Treaty of 1921,

l and we should, in strictness, receive an application

for facilities through the British Legation at Kabul.

As the Afghan Legation in Paris has, however, sent off
the goods already, it will perhaps be sufficient to
enquire of the Government of India whether they are
prepared to allow the parcels to proceed. They will, of
course, if necessary, consult the Chargé d'Affaires at
Kabul .

The military authorities in this country are

distinctly averse from encouraging the employment of
gas appliances in Oriental countries, and the policy of
H.M.G. in the United Kingdom is to avoid the use of

777 4000 3[32 such methods in territories under their control. It is

hardly/
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!
.
hardly possible, however, to decline transit facilities &
|
for such appliances altogether, and, while it may be [
well later on to communicate particulars of the &
transaction to the War Office for information, we should
i
not, I think, without further consideration take up the !
question of remonstrating with the Afghans on the use of ’
| such methods in warfare. ~) ( {
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o - e . o e

vy
N

\'>

MINUTE.

' &

I do not like the idea of tear gas entering Afghani sten,
| even though only as a sample, because
(i) H.M.G. have strictly refrained from

using gas in any form, including tear gas

Y

for civil disturbances. Consequently
we have none in India. Although admittedly

1 tear gas has no lethal effect, we should

feel more comfortable if there was none

in the possession of our neighbours.

(ii) If the experiment with tear gas appeals
to the Afghans, as new devices frequently

jF- | do, there is always the possibility of

' their wanting to try their hand with

U W Tein star

E [ some other and less re=kewe chemicals.

é ; However, as matters stand, I appreciate the

t } j difficulty of refusing transit facilities, and even
were we to do so it is probable that sooner or later
the Afghens would get what they want through Persia or

15 Russia,

(Form 16.)

1211 2000 9.32
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(& | 7@.’\?25534_ P.%. 6549/32,
Draft Paper. L poLTritar 32 Department.

DRAFT TEL EGRAM,

From Secretary of State to Government
of India, Foreign & Political
Department. -

CYPHER X

3056 -
/ Afghan Legetion—in—Paris
Vs B ¥
requesty—Ffecitities for transit
7~ - - -
throush=imte of sample tear gas
7
pistol and—eccessories—despetehed—by—
pereel—post—toAfghen—Conmsul—=t

el

25
Copy to: F.0. “v 74
(

! DiM.I. /iv S

A Pl 2 e ” s oot
A y ‘air‘meil of 28th October, )
k i O

s 7
P.2.6549/32).,

s

1+~ Please telegraph whether yam
b S P 4 ®
are prepared towaive compliance with
. & > P >
| z 0 G’ - treaty procedure,in this Gase@'/

-

4 e @therwise/Maconachie/might be asked to
M ES b % -« -
: enquire whether Afghan Govermment
3 M) - P - 5
3 expect’ these appliencese”
I
1% >
I T g
: 1 '
r; /_ \a
)
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|From Secretary of State to Government of |
? | India, Foreign & Political Department. |
‘ .........
1 ‘ Afghan Legation in Paris
o ; |
(MP,(,,.J ¥ ’reqaests facilities for transit
| ' |
| ithrough India of sample tear gas
L} ,jpistol and accessories despatched by
: | .
{parcel post to Afghan Consul at
|
= iKarachi by mail of
| E2 g |
f Ve @ ( i (details by air mail of 28th October,
' oM, |
r |P.2. 6549/32).
| é
Please telegraph whether you are
A prepared to waive compliance with
?' |treaty procedure in this case;
? otherwise Eraser—tybter might be asked
ik to enquire whether Afghan Government
1
[T expect these appliances.
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A JEXEI ,
/ ln any further wmmumrltmn on this su ]r 0, pl se qnoh- W e 4
©ro2
Lo \
and uddrm -ot te any person by name, lml lov y |
"*The Under-Secretary of State,” Foreign Office, London, S.W. 1. { - e y {

\

THE Under-Secrefary of State furL mmgn -\ff(urs prese his
compliments to %

—Zp 7/7{%/( (md in tmnsnnttmg }(w\wt by direction

the Secretary of State, copy of the under-mentioned paper , would

be glad to be advised what answer should be r?m;m'( to 7/

Foreign O[ju(,/
é 287, 198.2.

Reference to previous correspondence :

"

£
Description of Enclosure.
|

Name and Date. Subject.

//;i/ //O?J ﬂ&/% % a / /Aﬁé/ rl

L2 ecesforees.

|
[
[

4

ENGLOSURE 1IN Wr.EKLY LETTER

QOPY SENT BY AIR MAIL ~o. & 4. 3 NOV.1332

. LITICAL AND
28 0CTI9R— FROM_BEGRETARY, FO
i REQRET DEPT. INDIA OFFIGE

Similar letter sent to

246119
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Copy w g " Afghan Legation,
(N 6102/82/97)

sk me s

A 3 4 ; 31, Princes Gate,
S.W.7.
26th October, 1932.

: Your Excellency,
I have the honour to state that our Legation

in Paris has purchased a gas-pistol with its accessories,

| as a sample, for the Government of Afghanistan, and

has sent the said pistol and accessories by two separate
l parcel-post No. 272 and 197 respectively to Afghan Consul
‘ at Karachi, through Messrs. Thomas Cook % Son; and beg
to request that necessary instructions for facilitation
15‘ of the transportation through India of the above articles
! t may kindly be issued to the authorities concerned.

The detailed list is enclosed herewith.

I have, etec.

Afghan Minister.

Right Honourable
Sir John Simon,

Secretary of State for Foreign Affaires,

Foreign Office,

London.
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