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THE WAR OFFICE, 
LONDON, S.W. 1. 

2nd November, 1934. 

(l 

t 
t L>—C 

, Many thanks for your letter No*P.Z. 
6582/ 

34 of 31st ultimo in connection with the purchase 

of gas by the Afghan Government. 

we agree with you that the matter may 

be allowed to rest. 

L«~. //•. 

J.C. flalton Ssq., C.B., M.O., 
India office, 

S. W. 1. 
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The relevant previous papers are: 
P.Z.2871/54 

. 

Sir R.Maconachie*s letter reporting 

an 
enquiry from Herr Ebner as to the attitude of 

H.M.G. towards the supply of gas to the Afghan 

Government. 
P.Z.3921/54 

. 

The views of the G. of I. on this enquiry. 

P.Z.4898/34 

. 

The views of the War Office. 

It appears from the Minister 
1 s 

talk with Herr 

Ebner now 
reported that the gas is desired for use 

against the Pathan tribes in the event of 
a 

really 

dangerous rising. But Herr Ebner*s view is that the 

Afghans could not liowcve-r proceed with the idea on any 

large scale for the time being owing to financial 

considerations. This is also Sir R. Maconachie’s 

It seems clear that we cannot carry the matter 

further at present and it is suggested that a letter 

should go to Colonel Ismay at the War Office in 

accordance with the draft attached. 

Jo* 
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P.Z. 6582 / 34 

. 

b 

Draft Paper 
political 

Department. 

Secret 

. 

DRAFT LbITTER 

3/^W. W. 

: .LiiiiiTiLrL 
. a 

u* please 

refer to the 

Colonel H.L.Ismay, CB., 
War Office. 

DSO., correspondence ending with my—^e-rscrrrarl 

telegram of 18th September No.74 to 

Maconojchie, of which a copy was sent 

to the War Office 
on 

19th September 

under India Office letter 
No.P.Z.5767/34 

regarding the project of the Afghan 

War Minis 

fuyfrhor letter dated 25th 
September 

whlTHi I liiivu iiMicivcd from Maconqchie. 

kJL 
think that we may allow the 

matter to rest for the moment. If the 

Afghans do take any further steps to 

equip themselves with gas we 
cann-e^fc fail 

to hear of it and I have no doubt that 

if, contrary to his expectations, 

Maconachie has an 
opportunity he will 

of 16th August, of which 
a copy was 

sent to the War Office under India Office 

number 
P.Z.4898/34. 

I am 
sending 

a copy of this 

letter to Collier at the Foreign Office. 

-8 NOV 1334 

take the action authorised in my letter 

V/V~o 

' 
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Draft Paper. 

Political 

Department, 

%UM*S 
DRAFT LETTER. 

r'N 

L. Collier, Esq., C.M.G., 
Foreign Office. 

3/*r-fc''. /cffa 

I enclose a copy of a 
letter 

whinil T"!imikiidrng to Ismay at the 

War Office covering 
a copy of 

Maconachie 
! s 

letter of 25th September, 
No.206/G/MA, 

of which he sent 
a copy 

to you, s 

H 
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^AFAR HUSAIN, Indian 

, 

of Karnal district. 

- 

One of 

Obaidullah 
1 s 

party and cails himself 

"Secretary to Provisional Government of India". 

Was with Obaidullah during the 1919 campaign. 

On Nadir Khan’s staff in Ningrahar, 1920, and 

Assistant Editor of the Jalalabad newspaper 

Ittahad-i-Mashraqi (Eastern Unity) published 

for first time in February 1920. Translator 

and Confidential Secretary to Nadir Khan, 

July 1920. A teacher in Harbiyeh School, 1926. 

Reported to have been invited to Kabul by 

King Nadir, November 1929. 
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VERY SECRET. 

Demi-official No. 206 
/g/m.A. 

\ 

sh 
Le^at 

i on, Kabul 
9 

25th September, 1934* 

to 

Please refer to the correspondence ending with 

your telegram Bo* 74 of the 18th September. Ebner came 

to see me on the 
22nd^and 

I gave him the substance of the 

views of His Majesty’s Government 
on the gas 

proposal. 

2. He said that he did not believe that it would 

come to 
anything^although 

Shah Mahmud is greatly attracted 

by it for the time being, and often speaks of it in 

confidence to his friends* Ebner said there was no 
doubt 

whatever that Shah Mahmud wanted gas for use 
simply 

against the Pathan tribes in the event of 
a 

really 

dangerous rising 
on 

their part; there was 
nothing else 

at all behind the proposal* The probable effect on 
public opinion in Afghanistan of the use of gas 

against 

such tribes was a 
question 

on which views were 
divided, 

but for the present at any rate the war 
Ministry 

were 

continuing their enquiries. 

2, The leading spirits responsible for the idea 

were 
(i) Zafar Husain, who had again 

come to Ebner(on the 

21st September) to discuss the importation of a 
certain 

powder from which Z*H* was sure gas could be easily and 

quickly developed* (Z.H* is W*W* in Afghanistan Bo* 687* 

He was mixed up with Obaidullah W*W*491 in 1919 and served 

on 
Badir’s staff in 1920* In 

1924/25 
he went to Moscow 

and thence to Turkey* He was 
reported to have acquired 

Turkish nationality in 1928. He 
graduated from the 

J*C.Walton Esq*, CB*,MC*, 
India Office, 

London• 
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Turkish Military Academy in 1930 and joined the Turkish 

army* He returned to Kabul in 1933 and was 
appointed 

an instructor at the Harbiya College* He is believed to 

enjoy the special confidence of the War 
Minister.) 

(ii) Balcerkiewioz 

, 
a German chemist who was 

formerly 

employed by the Afghan Government and then dismissed for 

laziness* B .now found it very difficult to make a 
living 

and, in order to get money from the Afghans, had 

pretended, Ebner thought, to be able to make lethal gas* 

The Afghans had then required B.to fill 
a room 

with this 

gas so that they could test its effects 
on 

criminals. 

B.had declined 
on 

grounds of humanity and there the 

matter stood at present. B.was living in the same house 

as 

Ebner^who 

was his enemy for personal 
reasons and 

working to get him (B.) removed to Germany* If B. could 

be sent away probably nothing 
more would be heard of the 

gas idea* Ebner 
said^ 

that the Afghan Government could 

not in any case 
proceed with the idea on any large 

scale for the time 
being^owing 

to the financial straits 

) in which they found 

themselves^ 

and meanv/hile he would 

try to induce his Minister to repatriate 
b. to Germany. 

4* I am 
sending copies of this letter to Collier 

and Metcalfe, and Lockhart is sending 
a copy to Army 

Headquarters, Simla. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W. 1 

18th September, 1934. 

(N 5308/43/97) 

/ 

Dear Walton, 

p 

With reference to your letter P.Z. 
5767/34 

of 11th September about gas-shells for the Afghans, and 

in confirmation of what you were 
told on the telephone 

yesterday, I write to say that we agree to Maconachie 

being authorised to speak to Herr Ebner as he suggests. 

J. C. Walton, Esq* 
, 

C.B. 
, 

M.C 
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FILE COPY 

P. Z 

591 ft, 

( 5 > 
SECRET 

7 groups) 

3?rom 

(COPIES 
CIRCULATED) 

Dated 

Government of India, Foreign 
and Political Department, to 
Secretary of State for India* 

Simla, 17th September, i934„ 

Beceived 17th September, 1934, 7*15 p*. 

*515 
XXX 

lft30» Addressed to Secretary of State 

and repeated to Minister at Kabul, 237-K* 

^ 
Metcalfe for Walton and Maoonaohie* 

Kate don 98, September 8 th* Gas, 

We see no objection to Minister's 

suggestion in paragraph $ro«3 
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7Z syh 

14th September, 1934, 14th 

My dear lv *JLWJi 0> 

Thanh you for your No. P.Z* 34 of the 11th 

September on the subject of the attitude of his Majesty s 

Government towards the purchase by the Afghan Government 

of gas for filling shells. We see no objection whatsoever 

to authorising Maconachie to pass on to Herr Nbner the 

substance of paragraph 4 of our letter of the 26th July. 

There is no need for you to send me an official 

letter on the subject. 

'7-1 

J.G. Walton, hsp. , ,M.C. , 
India Office 

S.W.l. 
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P.Z. 5767/34. 

-.9 

Draft Paper Political Department. 

Secret / 7 w (1^ 

Col* H.L. Ismay, C.B., D.S.O., 
War Office. 

X 1 SEP 1534 

I enclose copy of a d.o. 

telegram which has "been received 

from Maconachie in reply to the 

letter addressed to him on the 

16th August regarding Herr Ehner 1 s 

enquiry as to the attitude of H.M.G* 

towards the purchase hy the Afghan 

Government of gas for filling shells* 

In view of the objections which 

Maconachie sees to broaching the 

matter with the Afghan Government 

we propose, if you and the Foreign 

Office concur,"to authorise him to 

pass on to Herr Ebner the substance 

of paragraph 4 of the War Office 

letter No*0164/6216(M.0.1) of the 

26th July. 

Would you kindly le t me know if 

you concur or if you would prefer 

that we should send you an official 

7 
letter on the subject. I am sending 

a copy of this letter to Collier. 

m.) J. C. WALTON. 
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P.Z. 5767/34 

Draft Paper. Political Department. 

Secret . 

fs. 

L. Collier, Esq,, 
Foreign Office 

11 SEP 1954 

With reference to Maconachie ! s 

telegram No. 98 of the 8th September, 

of which a copy was sent to Speaight 

on the 10th September, I enclose copy 

of a d.o. letter I have written to 

Ismay at the War Office, and shall 

be glad to hear whether you see 

any objection from the Foreign Office 

point of view to Maconachie being 

authorised to proceed as he suggests. 
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FRB/US/W11. 

FILE COPY 

r p. z: ] 

I 5767 

‘ • I 19 3 4 

(89 groupa.) 

SECRET 

4795. 

DR CYPHER OF T.i M RA M ? , 

From His Britamio Majesty's Minister 
at Kabul to Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs, India Office. 

Dated 

Received 

Kabul, 8 th September, 1934., 

4<>45 p«nu, 8 th September, 1934o 
xxx 

Maconachie for Walton and Metcalfe. Your demi- 

official, P.Z.4898/34, August 16th. Gas. 

2. It seems unlikely either that Afghan Government 

will consult me, or (if only on account of financial 

stringency) that they will proceed further with the proposal® 

I could not initiate discussions with them without disclosing 

the source of my information. 

3 . If, therefore, it is considered advisable to 

discourage the idea at the outset, I should propose to pass 

on substance of the War Office letter, paragraph No.4, to 

Ebner, and do not see we have anything to lose by this. 

Do you agree? 

Maoonachie 98« 
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© 

Register No. 

p. z. 

4898/34. 

SECRET. 

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT. 

tfter 
Teleg 

from 
ram 

Dated 

Rec. 

Formally acknowledged 

19 

Date. Initials. SUBJECT. 

To 

Chairmain 

Undersecretary... 

Secretary of State. 

Committee 

Under Secretary... 

Secretary of State.. 

/ 
AFGHANI 31 Ail : 

i Enquiry by Herr Ebner as to the 
attitude of H.M.G. towards purchase of 
gas shells by the Afghan Government. 

iMorthdm Dept., F,.0, Copy of Mil. to fcyw. 'y. 

FOR USE BY DEPARTMENTS ONLY. 

letter 
Draft d.o/ to Sir R. Maconachie. 

Previous Papers 

1140 1000 8.32 

/ 
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P.Z. 4898/34. 

Minute Paper. Department. 

1 

4891 

:d34 

Military Secretary . 

Please see the noting on papers P.Z. 287l/?«f H. tffxu^ Utt. £ £ tl (It /l iikl>l>/)q . 
and MSi/35. The orficial reply from the War Office has 

now been received, and, subject to your concurrence and 

that of the Foreign Office, it is proposed to reply to 

Sir R. Maconachie, suggesting that he should in the first 

instance impress upon the Afghan Government the practical 

difficulties, dangers and cost of the project, with a 

view to discouraging them, if possible, from further 

entertaining the idea. 

It will be seen that the Army Council agree with 

the Government of India and the Commander-in-Chief in 

their view of this matter, ^4 The line suggested in 

paragraph 4 of the War Office letter seems to provide the 

best means of approach as a start. 

A draft d.o. letter to Sir R. Maconachie is 

accordingly attached for the favour of your 

observations. 

(. %/tAA' » 9 

l±0~r 
Ct^Jt ' 

Jb 

3 *>.0. L<J&r . 

SJ- 
^ k,oLuL 

IS. 
7.,34 

^ 

2621 6000 3/34 
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2 ̂  

/Vt P.Z. 4898/34 / 

Draft Paper. POL iiic^JBep'artment. 

Sir H. IWaconachle, KBii., Cli;. 
British Legation, 

KABUL. 

// 
To,War Office a/- 6 th July // 

1934. 
From, do. d/«L 6 th Jul. 

1934.// 

0 

^ 'Vs. 

OOPY SENT TO. 

Please refer to your very secret 

aemi-official letter, N 0 . 8 O 6 /G/MA of 

the 7th i*pril, regarding Herr Elmer* s 

enquiry as to the attitude of H.M.G. 

towards tne purchase hy the Afghan 

Government of gas for filling shells. 

2. You have no doubt already seen 

the views of the Government of India, 

which were set out in Letcalfe’s demi- 

official telegram to Laithwaite of the 

11th June, No.1352. 

3. We have been in consultation 

with the War Office on this matter, 

ana I enclose a copy of an official 

letter of 26th July, which sets out 

theirviews, in reply to a letter 

addressed to them on 6 th July. 

4. I am authorised to say that H.M.G. 

agree that in the circumstances it 

would be best to concentrate in the 

first instance on pointing out to the 

V800 5000 5.34 

them, the practical difficulties, 

dangers and cost of the project, as 

explained in paragraph 4 of the war 

Office letter. 

5. We should hope that this might 

be sufficient to discourage the Afghan 

Government from pursuing the idea 

further, but we should be glad if you 

would report again if, in spite of 

this/ 
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% ^ 

Draft Paper Department. 

this, they shoulu show any 

disposition to entertain it seriously 

in which case we might have to 

consider the matter afresh. 

1 There would he no objection, 

should the Afghan Government indicate 

that they are thinking of gas in 

connection with the soviet danger, to 

your indicating to them the 

possibility that H.M.G. *.ould be 

prepared, if they wished, to advise 

them regarding anti-gas defence. 

^ | 6 . I am sensing a copy of this 

^- letter to Metcalfe. 

Tours sincerely. 

(Sd.) J. C. WALTON, 

2800 5000 5.34 
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Draft Paper. 

P.Z. 4898/34. 

Department. 

SECRET. 

Sir R. Maconachie, K.B.E., 
British Legation, 

KABUL. 

7 . i>, y </3 v 

— Dated 26th July, 1934, 

’531 5000 2.34 

Please refer to your very secret 

demi-official letter, No. 206/G/MA of 

the 7th April, regarding Herr Ebner’s 

enquiry as to the attitude of H.M.G. 

towards the purchase by the Afghan 

Government of gas for filling shells. 

2, You have no doubt already seen the 

views of the Government of India, which 

were set out in Metcalfe’s demi-official 

telegram to Laithwaite of the 11th 

June, No. 1352. 

We have new con suithe War 

Office on this matter, and I enclose a 

copy of their ofacial letter^ which 

,sets out the*views of the -Army Oouncii^ 

I am authorised to say that H.M.G. 

agree that in the circumstances it wiil 

be best to concentrate in the first 

instance on pointing out to the Afghan 

Government the practical difficulties, 

dangers and cost of the project, as 

explained in paragraph 4 of the War 

Office letter. . , 

4' We ttonk that this be 

sufficient to discourage the Afghan 

Government from pursuing the idea 

further, but we should be glad if you 
A* *l^lZ 

would report again ifithey should show 
A* 

any disposition to r octlpul the mtt 

seriously, in which case we rnig^it 
fLt h~eJ£-l 7— 

have to consider 
se^ afresh. There would 

be no objection, should the Afghan 

Government/ 
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Government indicate that they 
are 

thinking 

of gas in connection with the Soviet 

danger, 
to^indicatsyto 

them the 

possibility 
that H.M.G. woald be 

prepared^ 

to advise them 
regarding anti-gas 

defence. 
(. 

/ 

fUu 
°j- 

(iMu* 
6 fZUcjJ-k 

, 

If. 
fcjU] 

f 
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r*- •?.EU. 

Tel. No.— Whitehall 9400. 

Any further communication on this 
subject should be addressed to:— 

The Under-Secretary of State, The War Office, 
London, S.W. 1, 

and the following number quoted. 

0164/6216 • (M *0 «1 • ) • 

V 

Sir, 

SECRET. 

THE WAR OFFICE, 

LONDON, S.W. 1, 

26th July, 1934 

1* In reply to your letter ITo •P.Z .4400/34 dated 6th 
July, 1934, on the subject of the attitude of His Majesty’s 
Government towards the Afghan Government’s project of 
producing gas shells in # Afghanistan, I am commanded by the 
Army Council to state as follows, for the information of 
Secretary Sir Samuel Hoare. 

2. The Council observe that the Geneva Gas Protocol 
of 1925 has not been signed by Afghanistan. It has been 
fully ratified by Persia. Great Britain and Russia have 
ratified, with reservations to the effect that the Protocol 
only binds them in relation to States which have signed and 
ratified, or which have definitely acceded to the Protocol, 
and that it shall cease to be binding in regard to all enemy 
States whose armed forces do not respect the restrictions of 
the Protocol. 

3. It is thus obvious that if the Afghan Government were 
to use,or were known to intend to use gas, they would be 
inviting Russia,in the event of hostilities,to do the same. 
It need hardly be pointed out that the Russian reserves and 
facilities are immeasurably greater than those of 
Afghanistan • 

4. The Council feel that it would be well, if 
opportunity occurs,for His Majesty’s Minister to emphasise 
to the Afghan Government the practical difficulties, dangers 
and costs of the project contemplated by them. The more 
important of these factors can be summarised as follows 

The Under Secretary of State for India, 
Political Department, 

India Office, 
Whitehall, 

S.W.l. 
31 

(a)./ 

2 AUG. 

• 1 i 

. 
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(a) 
Gas is 

a very technical weapon. Its successful 
use is largely dependent upon meteorological conditions 

which vary considerably in the different parts of Afghanistan. 

(fc) 
Gas in bulk 

or 
in shells could not be imported through 

India. The Government of India presumably would not 
sanction the transportation of gas 

through India 
on account of the risk to life involved. 

> (c) 
The pro auction of gas in Afghanistan would involve 

4 the establishment of 
a 

local chemical industry 
directed by skilled personnel. 

(d) 
Gas can 

only be stored in bulk in specially constructed 
tanks which are^ expensive. Even then, 

as 
far 

as is known, it deteriorates during storage. 

(e) 
The machinery for filling 

gas shells is very expensive 
and can 

only be handled by experts. 

- ‘ ' ’• * 
(f) 

It is known that gas stored in filled shells deteriorates during storage. Under such conditions the danger from leakage is considerable. Continuous expert inspection 

is 
essential. 

(g) 
If the use of gas were 

contemplated, the Afghan Army 
would have to be equipped with gas masks. 

- • < 
Finally, 

I am to say that the Council agree with the views 
Government of India expressed in telegram No.1352 dated 

11th June, 1934, that everything possible should be done to discourage 
and prevent the project. The Council share the views held by the Commander-in-Chief in India and agree that, if it 

appears that,the Afghans 
are 

thinking of gas in connection with 
tne soviet danger, it might be explained to them that 

we are prepared 
oo 

give advice regarding anti-gas defence. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant 

Copy sent to Foreign Office. 
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/ 

Colonel 

INDIA CFFICD, 

V/HITEHALL, 

6 U 1 JUly 1934. 

With reference to your letter of 2nd July, 

vk. 1 . 2 / 6202 , I enclose un official letter wnich 

will, I hope, serve the purpose. 

.L. Ismay, CB., DSC., 

war Office. 
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2388 
It is requested that in any further communication 

cation on this subject the under-mentioned letter 
and number may be quoted, and the reply 
addressed to — 

The Under Secretary of State for India, 
Political Department, 

India Office, 
London, S.TF. 1. 

P. 
—u L,- Jla 

1? 

INDIA OFFICE, 

WHITEHALL, 

LONDON, S.W. 1. 

Mr f 

1 m ctiroet«A by tto . mo 1 1 state for 1 Ala to oiioloae 

af a far/ uoafet 4a-3l affioibX latter ■■its . ojaet^'a 

s .Uaietcr &t» It *111 ^ bo ® r * 6 

catmant in uon infta? oily eriqoima 

etUtale Oi iil» O0V««ia*at ^oild ti« ttwtifd# © ponaiblt 

Toyota <m wMou iiiiii©tor tml &- 

prod win ; &*b mwllo in /Jfe ^muton f*oa loo^X; prepared or 

l^ijcrtoi <MtorimX&9 Sojj i® (xXoo onoloool oi n do A c?i'i *o^al 

toloftpoa from tno <kwrii?ii #n> of India in.'Uoatiaa t vicno 

roiativo %o tnio an tnlry* 

ITTZ^TTW^ ) a* It tost no aonaaaion doe ^&t boan 

reao^i b/ tua Aite ®n jrovarn ant on t*la oni t .at v e 

Idea ©4 mAm; t a^aaivoa *ltfe Uitd waapon Ot^o ad bo ro&*d*d ot 

^rooent no audor tontativa oc i*. id<;*ration# bat t»4? Sonratnry 

Etato «oa naio m*Xd bo cloA to bo r tmiLi.oi mttti m ua.^ooion 

oM &t 4 i st? y boxnoiX 1 a fio^i ob to tEe MpXj^ l* jpota^aad 

mt®.;’ 1 © anioir^# 

taing oaat to tvio lo^oi^ omoa* 

a ao^/ of t*it 'ivefr ofiio>o 

3» A eop? of tnia iotwoa? 

to nnoca it ia tagi^otot t 

$ 4 , ai oc be cO' i oftl cate d • 

i a * SU’t 

liUfcir obadient ©t';o 

^d.) 3. 0. WALTON 

under Ecai'Otacy of • tav»© f 

*a * Office # ! * j v- 

31 

J SECRET/,. 
2 AUG. 1934 

', POLI 
SECRET DEPT. INDIA or 4s' 
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seJ^P^XED 
( 2 ) 

M.I.2/6202. 

P ̂ 1 * 
« £ i » 

/ ■: r ; 
L * i O V- 

y 

THE WAR OFFICE, 

LONDON, S.W. 1 

2nd July, 1934. 

Many thanks for your P.Z.3921/34 of 21st June 
and enclosures on the subject of the attitude of H.M.G. 
towards the Afghan Government’s project of producing gas 
shells in Afghanistan. 

7/e started to consider this problem immediately on receipt ol your letter, and we have now reached a position 
which renders necessary a reference to the C.I.G.S., and, 
possibly, to the Secretary of State himself. 

In these circumstances I wonder if you would be 
so good as to let me have an official letter in the sense 
of your demi-official one under reply. 

I hope you will not think that we are making 
unnecessarily ’'heavy weather” in asking for this; but, 
as a question of major policy is involved, we are bound to 
do so under War Office procedure. 

Yours ever, 

J.C. Walton, Esq., C.B., M.C., 
India Office. 

REGC. PCI. BEP* 

3 - JUL 1934 
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© 

Register No. 
P. Z.3921/34 

SECRET. 

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT. 

Letter 

, 

Dated 
Telegram from 19 

• Formally acknowledged 

Date. Initials. SUBJECT. 

To 

Chairman 

Under Secretary.. 

Secretary 
of State 

Committee.. 

Under Secretai 
Secretary of State.. 

/ 

Northern Department, 
Foreign Office. 

AFGHANI ST AN. 

Enquiry by Herr Ebner 
as to the attitude 

of H.M.G. towards the purchase of gas shells by the Afghan Government 

Copy 
of to 

X<p»* 

)6 J 

Previous Papers 

1140 1000 8.32 

FOR USE BY DEPARTMENTS ONLY. 

Draft d.o. letter to Colonel Ismay, War Office inviting observations. 
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P.Z. 
3921/34. 

2119 5000 8/33 

Minute Paper. 

Political 

Department. 

/S 

Please 
see the note on papers P.Z, 

2871/34 

on 
which it was decided to ask Mr. Metcalfe demi- 

officially for the Government of India’s views. 

These have now been received and it appears 

that the Government of India 
are anxious that 

everything possible should be done to discourage 

the Afghan Government from arming themselves with 

lethal 
or mustard gas though there would not be 

the same 
objection to lachrymatory 

gas. 

It 
seems desirable to consult the War Office 

on this matter and 
a 

draft demi-official letter to 

Colonel Ismay is accordingly suggested. 

Military Secretary 

. 
For any observations. 

& tkc. 
dLr^c. 

55Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/2194. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100035566429.0x000038

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100035566429.0x000038?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Coll 7/26 'Afghanistan: proposed purchase of gas shells, etc., by Afghan
Government; question of attitude of HMG' [28v] (56/118)

56Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/2194. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100035566429.0x000039

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100035566429.0x000039?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Coll 7/26 'Afghanistan: proposed purchase of gas shells, etc., by Afghan
Government; question of attitude of HMG' [29r] (57/118)

c 

Draft Paper. 

® 

, 
P.Z. 

3921/34. 

Political. 

Department. 

21 JUN1954 

d& 

■ 
Col. H.L. Ismay, D.S.O., 

War Office, 
S.W.l. 

/ 
/ 

/ 

I enclose 
a copy of a secret 

demi-official letter from Maconachie 

of the 7th April, in which he reports 

that Herr Ebner, 
a German merchant in 

Kabul, enquired the attitude of H.M.G. 

towards the Afghan Governments 

project of producing 
gas shells in 

Afghanistan from locally prepared 
or 

imported materials, We^tnoisg^t—i-t 

\¥ioe to acoortain 

dprel^nff ibij^l^ the views of the 

Government of India on this proposal, 

and I have now received from Metcalfe 

the 
telegram^ 

of which I enclose 
a 

copy. 

We should he grateful for the 

views of the General Staff 
on this 

feA>fcr 

proposed, hearing in mind that if 

our 

affsir^B^to 

the importation 

ff*c of lethal gas were fro pressed too 

strongly, 
our action might have the 

reverse result to what was 
intended. 

the other hand. I—thinlc it might he 
7 W 

L 4 
! qujrt^ 

1 
poooihle frhat Maconachie should 

On 

hroach the subject informally and 
confidentially with the Afghan 

* 
Government, and/express the hope in 

the friendliest possible way that they 
S^uld 

refrain from arming themselves 

with this weapon in view of the 

possible repercussions which M might 

have across the border in India. 

f8d.) J. a WALTON. 
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INDEXED 

^ 

F 

“"“ 
C0PV 

SECRE 

IT/PC N/13IA. (129 
grtn pe 

po 

J) K ». 
1 

^l)' 

3i+ 

<^JL^ 

3444. 

^ 

'!S D E C .Y P H E R QP TELEGRAM 

. Prom 

Dated 

Received 

Government of India, Foreign and 
Political Department, to 
Secretary of State for India* 

Simla, lltii June^ 1934* 

11th June, 1934, 2^15 p^mc 

1352 

* 

Demi-official* Metcalfe to 

Laithw&ite*W 

Your telegram of the 23rd ultimo, 1349, Supply of gas 

shells to the Afghan Government, 

2* If only lachrymatory 
gas is intended, 

we 
should have no 

objection* Xf^, however, the Afghan 

Government contemplate importing lethal or mustard gas, 

or 
erecting plant for the production of these in Kabul, 

we consider that everything possible should be done to 

discourage and prevent such a 
proceeding* As you are 

aware* 
we are at present in India entirely unprepared for 

any measure of retaliation and should be compelled in self* 

defence to press for permission to maice preparations if 

Afghans {? persisted)* 
Commander-in-Chief takes gravest 

view of the matter, and suggests that if Minister has 
an 

opportunity of discussing the matter with Afghan Ministers, 

and it appears that they 
are 

thinking of gas in 

connection with the Soviet danger* 
it might be explained 

that 
we are 

prepared to give advice regarding anti-gas 

defence* 
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or®!™ 

SNDEXED 

FHB/JRL/IT/WB ( 154 grouj 
s 

) 

OJlX -EJi.,J!_R OF T II L S G R A M. 

From Government oi India, Foreign 
and Politica' 

Department, 
to Secretary 

of State for India, 

Dated Simla, 21st May, 1934* 

Received 6 p.m., 2ls1. May, 1934. 

Addressed to Secretary 
of State and repeated to 

Kabul, 120-K* Demi-official. Itetcalfe to Walton. Your 

■ 

^^ 
oelegram of tne 14th instant, 1273. Ebner ©nquirye 

« 
2. We would agree to take 

s, 
old and useless 

0 
ammunition at 

following 
rates:- (1) empty 

cases, rupees 
10 

per 
thousand, (2) bullets, 

rupees 16 per 
hundredweight. 

(3) boxes bandoliers chargers 

- 

serviceable, 75 per cent 

etockbook values, repairable, 
50 per cent ditto, unserviceable 

f 10 per cent ditto 
or 

auction value, whichever is less* 

3. In 
case 

of live aomunition there would be 
charge 

±or 
breaking 

up which woild be deducted from refund 
admissible, along 

with cost of freight. 
It is doubtful, 

therefore, 
whether it would pay to return liv© ammunition^ 

It is suggested that ammunition might be fired off and 
empty 

cases 
returned if refund admissible is found to exceed 

cost of 
freight. 

4. Question of fresh supply of decimal 303 

ammunition will have to be take 
a up 

separately and* before 
agreeing, 

we 
shall be glad to hava further details 

as 
to 

quantity required, method of payment, etc. 
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/ 

Jy^tter 
Telegram from 

Register No. 
P. Z.2871/34 

>• 

SECRET. 
POLITICAL DEPARTMENT. 

Dated 

Rec. 
19 

Formally acknowledged 

Date. Initials. SUBJECT. 

To 

Chairman AFGHANISTAN. 

Under Secretary 

Secretary 
of State... 

Committee 

Under Secretary 

Secretary of State 

Enquiry by Herr Ebner 
as 

to the 
attitude of H.M.Gr. towards 
purchase of Gas Shells by 

the Afghan Government, 

Northern Denartment, 
Foreign t)ffice. 

Copy of to 
H 

OcrrrtO. 
M. fa-O 

FOR USE BY DEPARTMENTS ONLY. 

Draft d.o. letter to Sir R. Maconachie replying. 

Previous Papers 
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P.Z. 2871/34. 

Minute Paper. 
Political 

Department. 

Please 
see 

^ir R. Maconachie’s very secret d.o. 

letter of the 7th April, No. 206 
/(j/MA, 

copy of which 

was 
sent direct to Mr. Collier. The question of the 

attitude of H.M.Gr. towards the supply of das 
appliances 

to 
Afghanistan cropped 

up before in connection with 
a 

request by the 
Afghan Legation for transit facilities 

/nArw-JCd. 
for tear gas 

pistols 
(see^P.Z. 

6549/32 

- 

Foreign Office 

reference 
N.6978/82/97), 

and 
we 

then 
came 

to the 

conclusion that it 
was 

not open to 
us 

in present 

circumstances to remonstrate with the 
Afghans 

about 

the weapons 
they might choose to 

use 
either in 

war or 
for quelling internal disturbances however much 

we 
might wish to 

discourage 
them from using poison 

gas, 

whether lethal 
or 

non-lethal. 

deneral Muspratt then gave reasons 
for disliking 

the idea of allowing 
tear gas to enter 

Afghanistan^ 

even as a 
sample 

; 

though 
he appreciated the difficulty 

of refusing facilities for its transit through India. 

It 
seems 

best therefore in replying to Sir R. 

Maconachie to inform him that when the matter 
was 

considered here before the view taken 
was 

that irf 

-eur 
opinion should bo ackod-wo should cay that 

we 
disliked the 

use 
of gas and in fact had decided not 

to make 
use 

of it ourselves, but that 
we 

recognised 

that it 
was 

not open to 
us 

to 
use 

our/position 
to 

refuse transit facilities for such wcapono passing 

through India if the 
Afghan Oovernment should wish 

to employ 

A draft letter to Sir R. Maconachie 
on 

these lines 

is accordingly proposed,though 
it may 

perhaps 
be 

desirable 

r 
before it issues, to ascertain the views of 

the/ 
2119 5000 8/33 
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r/ 

the War Office 
more 

precisely. 

i Military Secretary. 

For any observations. 
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1 

P.Z.2871/34 

Draft 
Paper. Department. 

•fS 

SECRET. 

Sir R. Maconachie, KBE.,CIE., 
British Legation, 

KABUL. 

A 
(V 

0 

u-r ; 
i 

Please refer to your very secret 

d.o. letter 
No.206/^/MA. 

of the 7th April 

regarding Herr Ebner 
T s 

enquiry 
as to 

the attitude of H.M.G. towards the 

purchase by the Afghan Government of 

gas for filling shells. 

2. When the question cropped 
up 

here in 1932 in connection with the 

sdmple tear-gas pistols which the 
/ Afghan Legation in Paris purchased 

and sent out to Afghanistan (see 

correspondence ending with P.0.printed 

despatch Ho.103 of 15th Dec. 1932) 

we came to the conclusion 
that, 

as 
H.M.G. have themselves strictly 

refrained from using gas in any 
form, 

including tear-gas, for civil 

disturbances and consequently do not 

ma.inta.in any supplies in 
India,we 

should dislike the idea of tear gas 
entering Afghanistan. We 

fe^t. 

however, that 
we could not, in present 

circumstances, remonstrate with the 

Afghan Government about the weapons 
they might choose to use either in 

war or for quelling civil disturbances, 

particularly 
as such weapons are not 

prohibited by 
any international 

agreement to vhich Afghanistan is a 
party. 

3/ 
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2 

3# Our inclination would therefore 

be to reply to that effect to Herr 

Ebner, but feel that this is an 
important matter in which the G.of I. 

are 
closely concernedwe should 

prefer to defer sending you a 
definite 

reply until 
we have had 

an 
expression 

of the G.of I. *s views, ^n-d we should 

like to have 
an 

opportunity of 

discussing 4-fc with the War Office 

here. I am therefore sending 
a 

copy of this letter to Metcalfe and 

I am 
letting Ismay of the War Office 

have 
a copy of the correspondence. 
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'<■ 
£D 

T3H5T SECP.3T. 

( \ ) 

7L. vw^- 
' 

*-f 

; 

''^' 

4 
- 

'T' 

British Legation, Kabul. '1 

Bern!-official 
ITo.2G6/o/l,%A> 

I? 
1 

/y/^/ 

jr- 
i 

2871 
. 

7th April, 1924. 

!jri 

1 

l 

7^ 
i i 9 3 4 __J 

Eerr 
i:bner(for whom please 

see my secret despatch 

No. 14 
o f the 5th February)told 

me 
yesterday that the War 

Minister had required him to ascertain details regarding the 

supply to Afghanistan of gas shells. Owing to the difficulty 

of transporting such shells ready filled, the idea was to 

import the cases 
empty and to fill them here v/ith gas which 

would be either (i) produced locally 
or 

(ii) imported in solid 

or 
liquid form. (Either (i) 

or 
(ii) would be, Ebner said, 

possible)• 

c 

in an 
official conference Shah Mahmud had said that 

of course he only v/anted a non-lethal gas which would merely 

scare the enemy, but privately he had stated that he needed 

gas of the most deadly kind available. 

2. Herr Ebner wanted to know what the attitude of His 

Majesty’s Government would be in regard to this project, 
as 

he was 
anxious, before taking any action in pursuance of it, 

to know confidentially that by doing 
so he would not be acting 

against British interests. 

2. The idea was 
still, I gathered, only in the air, 

but I should be glad to be informed at your 
early convenience 

what answer I should give to HQrr Ebner’s enquiry. 

4. I am 
sending copies of this letter to Collier and 

Metcalfe and Lockhart is writing 
on the subject to the 

General staff, 

«UC.walton Esq. CB. ,MC. 
, India Office, 

London• 

[ndia. 
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(Copy) 

6 

- 

JAN 1933 

C. No. 293-Gus.-11-31. 

Central Board of 
Revenud. 

7807 

*_iesj 

New Delhi, the 1st Decemher 1932. 

?s 

TELEGRAM. 

From 

- 

Secretary, Central Board of Revenue 

To 

- 

The Collector of 
Customs, Karachi. 

t A' 

Sample 
tear gas pistol and accessories for Afghan 

Government reaching hy parcel post hearing Nos. 272 and 

171 addressed to Afghan Consul Karachi through Messrs. 

Thomas Cook. Please give usual facilities. 

enclosure in 

INDIA FC..EIGN SECRF fARV'S 

Utter No 

1173 
M 

, 

3 DhO 1932 

>8 DEC. .332 

: P.l 
■ 
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m 

Notes. 

Minute Paper. 

Register No. Pi. 

SECRET. 
POLITICAL DEPARTMENT. 

Dated 

Rec. 
19 

Date. Initials. SUBJECT. 

To 

Under Secretary 

Secretary of State... 

Committee 

Zc. 

Under Secretary 

Secretary of State... 

Copy of to 
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72'+*/**) 

5417 21183 

THE Under-Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs presents his 

compliments 
to the Under-Secretary 

of State for India, and is directed 

by the Secretary 
of State to enclose herewith 

a 
despatch for transmission 

mission by the earliest opportunity 
to His Majesty’s Minister at 

Kabul. 

2. Should the Secretary 
of State for India have any observations 

which he thinks could be usefully embodied in this communication, it 

is requested that it may be returned 
immediately 

to this Department, 

with 
a note to that effect, in which 

case no 
further action would be 

taken here pending the receipt 
of the observations of the Secretary 

of 

State for India, 
to be communicated in accordance with the usual 

procedure. 

Foreign Office, S. IT. 1, 

/f 
^ 

A-**—'Av 

, 
193 £ 

ENCLOSURE IN WEEKLY LETTER 
No. S.il 2 2 DEC .1932 

FROM SECRETARY, 
POLITICAL A.iO 

SECRET DEPT. INDIA OFFICE 
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(N 6102/82/97) 

Tra nslation 

. No. 591. 

I 

193 2 » 

ROYAL AFGHAN LRGATIONs 

31 Princes Gate, 

S*W.7. 

26th October, 1932. 

Your Excellency, 

I have the honour to state that our 
Legation In 

Paris has purchased 
a 

gas-nlstoj with Its accessories, 

as a 
eamnle, for the Government of Afghanistan, and has 

sent the said olstol and accessories by two separate 

parcel-nost No. 272 and 197 resoectively to Afghan Consul 

at Karachi, through Messrs Thomas Cook & Son; and beg 

to request that necessary instructions for facilitation 

of the transportation through India of the above articles 

may kindly be issued to the authorities concerned. 

The detailed list is enclosed herewith. 

I have, etc. 
(Signed) 

AHMED ALI. 

Afghan Minister. 

Rt.-Hon. Sir John 
‘ 

imon. 

Secretary of State for Foreign Affaires, 

Foreign Office, London 
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COPY 

Q anr.e a gaz laerymogene. 

1 Plstolet de calibre 26,511®. jexpedle 
par colls post, 

) No.272 

2 cartouches oour le plstolet. 

2 grenades lacrymogene. 

1 masque Titan 
avec le flltre 

et la bolt© de depot. 

ROYAL AFGHAN LEGATION, 

) 
) 
)exoedie 

par ’an colls ) 
postal No.197. ) 

) 
) 

\ 

L01TD0N 
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Copy 

(N 6978/82/97) 
FORKICJN QFFIC :, t.W.l. 

9th December, 1932 

Youi’ HigimeeB, 

I have the honour to refer to your note No, 1591 of 

26th October last requesting the issue of instructions to 

facilitate the passage through India via Karachi of two 

packages containing 
a 

sample tear gas pistol and accessories 

despatched to the Afghan Consul at Karachi through Messrs. 

Thomas Cook and Son, Paris. 

2. I have the honour to inform Your Highness that on 

this occasion Mis 
Majesty's 

Government have decided to accord 

tne necessary facilities without insisting 
upon the receipt 

by His 
Majesty's 

Representative at Kabul of a pr vious 

intimation from the Afghan Government in accordance with 

the terms of better II attached to the Anglo-Afghan Treaty 

of November 22nd 1921. 

3« I should be grateful however, if you would be good 

enough to ensure that the regular orocedure is foil wed in 

future. 

I have, etc., 

(For 
the Secretary of 

State) 

(iLd.) 
Laurence Collier. 

His Highness 

Ahmed Ali Khan 
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Copy 

(N 7313/8^/97) 

NOv 

^1849 

Royal Afghan Legation, 

31, Princes O te 

S* f* 7# 

9th December, 1938 

Sir, 

In further reference to my letter No. 1591 

dated the 86th October 193£| I have the honour to 

inform you that the Ges Pistol and its ammunition 

was sent by S.S. .uiglcor 
on the 7th October last. 

Assuring you of my highest considerations, 

Yours sincerely, 

(&d.) 
Ahmed Ali. 

Sir John Simon, O.G.S.I., M.P. ETC. 

British Foreign Minister, 

The Foreign Office, 

Whitehall, London, S.f.l 
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communication on this subject, please quote 
No. 

Af 

/* 

In any further 

and address —not to any 
personfiy 

name, but to— 
*' The Under-Secretary of State,” Foreign Office, London, S.W. i. 

P. 7. 
746 

1 

IC 
3 
!? 

THE Under-Secretary of State foi^, Foreign Affairs presents his 

compliments to 

^^ 

^ 

^ 
and, by direction of dfhe 

S^retary 
of State, 

r 
v£ 

transmits 

herewith cop oti of the under-mentioned paper. & 

Foreign Office, 

Similar letter sent to 
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No. K 
6973/82/97 

9th DcoeKber, 19^2. 

ion OFFICE .1 
« 

9*^2 

Yo ir 
HIghness, 

t have the honour to refer to your note ho. 1691 of 

26th October last requesting the issue of Instructions to 

facintate the oasr.ag^ through India vi® laraehi of two 
oackagea containing 

a 
aanple tear gas pistol 

anci accessories 

desoatched to the Afghan Consul at arach! through 
essre. 

Thomas Cook and Sony 'arts. 

^ have the honour to inform Your Higiiness that on 
this occasion His i 

ajesty's 
aovermsent have decided to accord 

the necessary facilities without Instating 
uoon the receipt 

by His iajesty 
, a 

Representative at ^abu! of a ?revioue 

intimation froE the fghan Oovernment In accordance with 

the terms of Letter It attached to the inglo-Afghan Treaty 

of hoveraber 22nd 1921. 

3. I should be grateful howev r, if you would be good 

enough to ensure that the regular procedure is followed in 

future* 

I have the honour to be 

wth the highest consideration. 

Your Highness *3 obeaient t 
(For 

the ecretary of Ctate) 

His ighness 

Ahmed All ^han 
9 
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P.Z.7249/32 

Minute Paper. 
POLITICAL 

Department. 

\A 
| 

It is 
suggested that, if the Foreign 

Office concur, the attached draft reply to the 

Afghan Minister, regarding transit facilities 

for the sample tear gas 
pistol with accessories 

sent by parcel post to Karachi in October last, 

might issue. 
7 n 

: 
— ' 

^ 

Northern Dept. 

F -°- 
^ 
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Draft Paper* Department. 

. r\ 
DRAFT LETTER 

. 
H.H.Ahmed All Khan, 

Your Highness, 

I have the honour to refer 

to Your Highness 
1 

note, No.1591 of 

26th October, 1932, requesting the 

issue of instructions to facilitate 

the passage 
through India via Karachi 

of two 
packages containing 

a 
sample 

tear gas 
pistol and accessories 

despatched to the Afghan Consul at 

Karachi through Messrs. Thos. Cook 

& Son. 
7 *aaaIs 

. In reply I have the honour 

to inform Your Highness that 
on 

this 

occasion His 
Majesty’s Government 

have decided to accord the necessary 

facilities without insisting upon the 

receipt by His 
Majesty’s Representative 

at Kabul of 
a 

previous intimation from 

the Afghan Government in accordance 

with the terms of II attached 
/Sftrr. 

to the Anglo-Afghan Treaty of 
192f -Si. 

I have, however, the honour to 
request 

that in future the regular procedure 

may be followed. 

100:5 4000 7.32 
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hi 
i— 

i$p 

H 

j 

7 

' 

’' 
) 

1932 

COPY 

© 

IT/AW, (18 groups) 6627, 

PBCYPHBK Off TELEGRAM 

, From GoTrornment of India, Foi'eign and 
Politioal Department, to Secretary of (COPIES 
State for India* CIRCULATED) 

Dated New Delhi, 29th November, 1932 
0 

Received 29th November, 1932, 
4 p 

c 
m« o\ 

jt 

^ 
^ 

2708, Addressed to Secretary of State and repeated 

to Minister at Kabul, 291~K„ Your telegram of the 23rd 
instant, 

3062 
0 

Afghan request for transit of sample of tear 

gas piatoX* 

Para*No,2 

C 
On recommendation of Minister at Kabul, 

aonmen t of India are 
prepared to waive treaty procedure 

in this 
case and usual facilities will be granted. 
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) 
from ( slegram 

Dated 

Rec. 

Formally acknowledged 

19 

Date. Initials. SUBJECT. 

To 
Chainyfan 

Under Secretary 

Secretary 
of State... 

Committee 

1. 

/ 
/ Under Secretary / 

Secretary of State.... 
/ 

V. 11 
/t 

% 

ARt 
? 
S FOR AEGHAKISTM: 

Facilities for transit 
across 

India 

a 
sample tear gas 

pistol, with 
accessories. 

Northern Dept., F.O' 

Copy of to 

.1 

C_; 

FOR USE BY DEPARTMENTS ONLY. 

n T-am 
to Government of India, 

consulting. 

p. 

K 
'“ 

/'ll' 

* 

~u£]r-~ yfa ^^vv^<vAcL 

^ 

Previous Papers 

1140 1000 8.32 
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Minute Paper. 
P.Z. 6649/32. 

Department. 

The Afghan Minister 
m 

London 
announces 

that 

his Legation in Paris has already despatched by parcel 

post, through Messrs. T. Cook and Son, consigned to the 
Afghan Consul at Karachi, 

a 
tear gas 

pistol, with two 

cartridges, two tear gas bombs, and 
a 

gas mask, which 

have been ordered 
as 

samples. 

The Afghan Legation has been asked to find out 

from Paris 
on 

what date these parcels 
were 

despatched, 

and 
on 

receipt of that information it 
is 

suggested that 

a 
telegram, 

a 
draft of which is attached, might 

be 

sent to the Government of India, enquiring whether they 

are 
willing to allow facilities for their 

transportation 

through India. 

It is clear, I think, that, although this 

apparatus 
is 

no 
doubt designed for 

use m 
civil 

t* « 
disturbances, it is properly to be 

regarded 
as 

munitions 

within the meaning of the 
Anglo-Afghan Treaty 

of 1921, 

and 
we 

should, 
m 

strictness, receive 
an 

application 

for facilities through the British Legation 
at Kabul. 

As the Afghan Legation 
m 

Paris has, however, sent off 

the goods already, it v/ill perhaps be sufficient to 

enquire of the Government of India whether they 
are 

prepared 
to allow the parcels to proceed. They v/ill, of 

/ course, if necessary, consult the Charge d'Affaires at 

Kabul. 

The military authorities in this country 
are 

distinctly 
averse 

from encouraging the employment 
of 

i gas 
appliances in Oriental countries, and the policy of 

H.K.G. in the United Kingdom 
is 

to avoid the 
use 

of 

such methods 
in 

territories under their control. It 
is 

hardly/ 
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hardly possible, however, to decline transit facilities 

for such 
appliances altogether, and, while it may be 

well later 
on 

to communicate particulars of the 

transaction to the War Office for information, 
we 

should 

not, I think, without further consideration take up the 

question of remonstrating 
with the Afghans 

on 
the 

use 
of 

such methods in warfare. 
^ 

, , _ 
A U*jl *1 

A 

^ 

, 

U 
^ is 

* 
^ 

* 
\ 

x x 

(rTIfy* 
ly 

A *'*f l~-J~<J£>* 
*/ 

id— 
t/. 

4 

7-L 
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MINUTE. 

'"N 
I do not like the idea of tear gas entering Afghanistan, 

even 
though only 

as a 
sample, because 

(i) H.M.G. have strictly refrained from 

using gas in any form, including tear gas 

for civil disturbances. Consequently 

we have none in India. Although admittedly 

tear gas has no 
lethal effect, 

we should 

feel more comfortable if there was none 

in the possession of our 
neighbours. 

(ii) If the experiment with tear gas appeals 

to the Afghans, 
as new devices frequently 

do, there is always the possibility of 

their wanting to try their hand with 

some other and less noxious chemicals. 

However, 
as matters stand, I appreciate the 

difficulty of refusing transit facilities, and even 

were we to do so it is probable that sooner or later 

the Afghans would get what they want through Persia or 

Russia. 

(Form 16.) 
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Draft Paper. 

’| 

II k 

r/' N 

CYPHER X 

Copy to: E*Q, V: H DiM.!. ^ V 

POLITI 

P.Z. 
6549/32. 

;cal 7 

Department. 

DBAPT TEL 133 HAM. 

From Secretary of State to Government 
of India, Foreign 

& Political 
Department. 

(7 

♦ 
Is 

-Hr 

Afghan Legation in Paris" 

request^ faeilitios for transit 

^ S S ^ 
flir hM t g of sanple tear gas 

pistol arndr-access cries despatched by 

parool -^-oot to Afghan Consul air 

o I* 
Pbus*. 

£•< detei-^c by air mail of 28th October, 

P.Z. 
6549/32 

-4b 

Please telegraph whether yaa 

^ / X ^ 
are 

prepared to 
w aive coirpliance with 

^ S' 
~ 

^ 
, 

treaty procedure in this 
casegj^ 

Otherwise 
Maconachie^might 

be asked to 

enquire whether Afghan Government 

expect' these^appliances»^ 
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P.^. 6MS/32. 

Draft Paper. Department. 

SMI 

From Secretary 
of State to Government of India, Foreign 
k Political Department. 

Afghan Legation 
in Paris 

requests facilities for transit 

through 
India of sample tear gas 

pistol and accessories 
despatched by 

parcel post to Afghan 
Consul at 

i Karachi by mail of 

(details by 
air 

mail of 28th October, 

P.2. 6549/32). 

Please telegraph 
whether you are 

prepared to waive compliance 
with 

i itreaty procedure 
m 

this case; 

(Kt/sJUts 
otherwise Fraser Tytter might be asked 

to enquire whether Afghan Government 

expect these appliances. 
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and address —not to any person by name, but to— "J'h« Under-Secretary 
of Stale,” Foreign Office, London, S.YV. ], 
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Under-Secretary 
of State for 

foreign 
Affairs prese 

coinpj^nents 
to ^ 

. 5int 
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1,1 
transmitting nerewitjd, by direction 

the Secretary 
of State, 

copy of the under-mentioned paper 
, 
would 

he glad 
to be advised what 

answer 
should be 

returned 
to 

Foreign Office, 

198J2, 

Reference 
to previous correspondence 

: 
t L 

(o 4* 

Description of Enclosure. 

Name and Date. Subject. 
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-fto. 
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FROM SECRETARY, POLITICAL AMD 

PEORET DEPT. IMOIA OFFICE 

Similar letter sent to 

24 6119 
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Copy 
s v 1 

^ 
*’:• Afghan Legation, 

(N 610ki/82/97) 

H 
31 

y 
Princes Gate, 

S.W.7. 
r 

26th October, 1932. 

Your Excellency, 

I have the honour to state that our 
Legation 

in Paris has purchased 
a 

gas-pistol with its accessories, 

as a 
sample, for the Government of Afghanistan, and 

has sent the said pistol and accessories by two separate 

parcel-post No. 272 and 197 respectively to Afghan Consul 

at Karachi, through Messrs. Thomas Cook 4 Son; and beg 

to request that necessary instructions for facilitation 

of the transportation through India of the above articles 

may kindly be issued to the authorities concerned. 

The detailed list is enclosed herewith. 

I have, etc. 

Afghan Minister. 

Right Honourable 

Sir John Simon, 

Secretary of State for Foreign Affaires, 

Foreign Office, 

London. 
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arrae a gaz 
lacrymogene. 

1 Pietolet de calibre 26,5min, ) expedie par colis post 
No. 272. 

2 cartouches pour le pistolet. ) 

2 grenades lacrymogene. 

I masque Titan avec le flitre 
et la boite de depot. 

expedie par un colis 
pastal No. 197. 
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