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CONFIDENTIALe Foreign and Political Departues
D+0.N0+Ds4893-F/34.] , f New Delnis

¥ ~O e 19th October 1934.

i | ¥ 8 ! /‘

i | -5

S W n
Dear Sir Richard, /P)P

Will you please refer to our express letter
Wo.D. 23§6-7/34, dated 1st June 1934 regarding the cost of
supply of 200 .22 rifles with accessories and ammunition?
The Arrvy Department have enquired whether these munitions
are likely to be required by the Afghan CGovernment, as if
not, the consignment, which was set aside in anticipation
of a demand by that Government, is desired to be released
for utilisstion elcewhere.
2. We shall be glad to be informed what the position
is. I1f on the analogy of a previcus case - vide

correspondence ending with our demi-official letter

§3  VWo.F.137-F/30, dated 23rd February 1933 - jyou would
/3} prefer to let the matter drop, we will certainly conour,
but on the umnderstanding stated in that letter.
Yours sincerely,
8d.0.K.Caroe,
To

[ —————————————————————

| INDIA FOREIGN SEORETARY'S

e

Reas

gir Richard "aconachie, ¥BE.,CIE.,
His Yajesty's Envoy Extreordinary and
Yinister Plenipotentiary at the Court
of Afghanistan, Kabul,

' '\/ %0/"’("‘ i
\ww%g(:\ M -
s \QOGQ"“'“): m
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\
CONFIDENTIAT,

Demi-official No. 386/41(E). British Legation, Kabul |
29th Ocbber, 1934-

Dear Caroe,

Please refer to your confidential demi-official

letter Yo.D.48938-F/34 of the 19th October.

I have discussed this question with Lockhart
and consgider it both useless ani undesirable to press |
the Afghan Government in the matter. 1 therefore agree
that it may be dropped; the understanding you mention
being of course implied.

1 believe the real reason why thne Afghan
Government have not proceeded with the purchase is their

acute shortage of ready money.

Yours Sincerely,

8d/- Re.R. Macomachie.

0.XK. Caroe, Bs8g., Cel.BE.,
Deputy Secretary to the government of Indisa
in the Toreign and Political Department,

New Delhi.
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Telegram ReN0o.368, AQJ(Qc r%ecd.) 19th April 1934. DM/

% (P53 A4 § A )
REOD oo owasi Masonacdhiéys Kabul« rl{
TR - 2ionenns Foreign, New Delhi. \ 7 e

Afghan War Office have enguired cost of 200 22
rifles with cleaning accessories and 600,000 rounds of
H ammuniftion. May I reply costsand and arrangements will be
:

same as in your Express Letter No.D.6956-F/31 dated December

7th 1931 and connected correspondence?
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&

Government of India.
Foreign and Political Department.
EXPRESS LETTER.

Foreign, Simla.
. To
British Minister, Kabul.

1 No . D.2386~F/34. Dated the /=" June 1954.
Enquiry by Afghan Government regarding cost of
+22 riflee with cleaning accessories and ammunition.
- Ko X X
Reference your telegram No. 360, dated 19th April 1934

and subsequent reminder. |

2. The estimated cost of the stores at the present rates !
are as follows s~ Rs.
Rifles No. Mk.IV* 200 @ 76/~ each. 15,200-0-0
Tools cleaning Brushes, 200 @ -/3/- each. 37-8-0
Cleaners, 200 @ 1/10~ each 325=0=0
Rode No. 6, 200 @ -/11/- each. 137-8-0

§ 1 Rimfire ammunition 600000 @ 11/8/~ per 1000. 6900-0~0 ‘
Plus 5% departmental charges. 1130-0-0 !

23,730-0-0
3. The rates prevalent at the time of issue plus 5%
departmental charges and actual cost of freight and packing will
be charged. The cost of special packing, if any, will be charge-
able in addition.
4. The rifles with connected stores are availasble. The
ammunition however will have to be purchased from England and
! delivery will take 3 months from date of placing order.
18 If no objection, Afghan Government may be informed

accordingly.

THE ISSUE OF THE ABOVE HAS BEEN AUTHORISED.

SD. O0.K. CARCE,

Deputy Secretary to the Government of India.
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ENCLOSURE IN

i

CONFIDENTI AL,

Demi-officiagl No.225-(R).

i
3"'\'36

;™\ British Legation, Kabul,/&/&v

A s ; £4th December 1932,
i j. I L ‘V‘

@_“‘?

Dear lMetcal fe,

Please refer f}d‘*t:h{'e" @oTressindence resting with Fraser-
Tytler's memorandum No. 225 of the 29th October 1932 regarding
an enquiry from the Afghan Government as to the probability
of their wishing to purchgse x more amms from the Government
of India.

The object of this enquiry is not stated but I suppose
that the Government of India have arms availgble which they wish
to dispose of advantageously, and if so the enquiry would
perhaps have had to te made in agny case.

At the same time, if I had teen here when the subject
arose, I should have been inclined to deprecate such an enquiry,
which inevitagbly leads to requests by the Afghan Government for
concessiong of some kind, if not actually for a free supply,
and the refusal of such requests merely makes matters more
difficult thgn they would have been if the enquiry had not teen
mgde in the first instance.

A copy of an office note by Fraser-Tytler dated Octoter
18th 1lagst which I enclose will show you what I mean.

Fraser-Tytler reminded the Foreign Minister in a
demi-officigl letter of Octoter 89th to which there has bteen
no reply. In the circumstances, is there any chance of the
Government of India agreeing that the enquiry should te gllowed
to drop unanswered? If Faiz Muhammgd were eventually to gnswer
without further pressure, I should of course report what he said.
Yours sincerely,

Sd. R.Rs Magcongchie.

He A. F. Metczlfe, Esquire, CIE., MVO.,

Foreign Secretary to the Govermment of India
in the Foreign and Political Department,
- New Delhi.

1

INDIA FOREIGN SECRFTARY'S

Letter
Dated

ﬁ{‘ah

No 52 .

> MAR. 1933

MAR 1333 |
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g6 P Y.

I told Foreign Minister that as I had received
no reply I presumed that Afghan Government did not want
any more arms from Govermment of India. Foreign Minister
said they did want gms but they wented them on a credit
basis to be paid for in instalments. I reminded him of
what Mini ster had sgid in 1931. Foreign Minister said
Afghan Government had teen very disgppointed to receive

this reply. They hgd a credit with toth France and Gemany

which they were paying off by instalments and it seemed
thagt His Majesty's Government were not teing as friendly
as they might te in their present attitude. I reminded
him of our experience in Amgnullah's time, znd said that

I certaginly could not and would not recommend a reversal

of policy advocated by Minister. TForeign Minister said
he would let me have a definite reply in a day or two.

Keep pending.

- Sd. F-T.
f
v 18/10/1932.
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v (°)

SONFIDIETI ALy Foreign and Political Department.
New Delbhis !

By 04 N0, 7 187 3/30, the 27 Februsry 1933
Proposed purchase by the Afghan Govermuent of

srms gnd emmunition from the Covernunent of Indl g
o Xom Koo Kiow Koow Ko

1‘ ‘)/u? e )/kka{;d\u:u ?/";C, f
g Plegse refer to your demieofficiagl letter 3
¥o. 220e(%)ey deted the 14th December 1932, |

The enquiry wes mpde not becsuse the Goverment ;
of Indie wished to dispose of surplus sras sdventageously, ;
But becsuse they wished to know vhether it wes nNecessery ‘

for them to regerd the supply of 8000 units as = liskbility

; which they might be cplled on to meet at short notice, If
you prefer not to press the matter further with the Afghen
Goverrment the Govermment of Indis sre quite ready to let
the question drop, but it should bte understood thset in that
case they may find it difficult to produce the wespons, etc.,

fomedistely, Af oslled on to do so without notices
Yours sincerely,

8de He A F. Metcsglfe.

P LS ne =S S

! To

gir Richard Mgconachi ey KeBalla Cololay
His Majesty's Envey Extregordinsry end
Hinigter Plenipotentiary at the Court
of Afghanistan, Kebul.

S ——
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i Lk e
Senfidential, 2. ’ il
Frome The Deputy Secretary to the Gow ruaent of Iadis

in the foreign and Folitical lepsrtasent,

To « Hip Injesty'a Chapge d'Affaires,
Kabul «
Hemore ndum o «Fe 187-5/30,
v
mted sisla, the /¥  gSeptember 1932.
i Froposed purchiase by the Afghan f‘
! {

Government of arms and sxmund tion
from the UGovernment of India, 56

5 |

Reference peragrephs S84 of the personsl letter from |

Hie W josty's Wlulgtery, Sabul, to the Afghan Joreign duieter,
| 3h  Ee60ePidated the 1ith iby 1931 - copy received with Kabul

i despateh .08,dated the 1ith By 1951,
de It ig requested that the Governsent of India may be it
informed whether there is agy likelihood of the Afghan

Gove rnuent desiring to purchase more arms snd swsnition from
the Goverament of Indis in the mear future. ?

Ny

B .

Sde.ReAoHill,

for Deputy Secretary to the Govermment of ladis,

S LM SO,
ENCLOSURE IN "

INDIA FOREIGN SECRETARY'S |
Letter No !22 .\4.,’

| vated ¥1 SEP 1932 |
| Receivee 19 SFP. 1932
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No.D.7610-F/5L1.
JOVERNIZNT O INDIa, g
WOR3IGN a}D POLITICAL Da:dl 4NT, ”ﬁ/’,
1 Ne I e 28th JanUary 1l¥d«.
Daved, New Delhl, the <ollih JallUaly
DAMACE TO ARLIS FU Vo
f ) The unuersigsned is alrec tac
i i € 14 fare T sted
] the following reappropriation to ueet sipendaliure SONLEOLE
ith the replacement ol arms purchaced by uas L G }-
nec lchh werec 3T O pul 11 Gali a ( 1L10n:
s B34 L
£C LA lLL & @A™
3 3 A0
:‘ RS 07 »1/'
i
s
rovision in

The Finance DepuI TSR,

NULOSURE IN

INDIA FOREiGN SECRETARY'S
Lattur #t4 Y4>O M.
Dated 17 MAR. 1932
Reaxiw 4 AFR ...A{uw

b

to the abolition of tks
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" 2

e METTEL TSR,

,‘ o ?
7/
9%% hid.
/‘V o . --'&”
Iy "'
Teol i
Yol & %5 » Trovord Sinla,
To (ranance Ferozejore.

No.805/P1., Dated the 15th December 193i.

HIRGUPOPE.”

Xy 805/9¢/P1 Twentysixth November regaraing
,’_——‘_______”______,.—“—"’—‘
Afghan Governaent. For llagazines ninetyiwy izad

ninetyore.
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INE bt : % £0 193k =

4 " ( Keef
i
* d 5 Y P
T Liale
"~ >
) ¥o. 805/9/2-1.
Army Headqua India,
Yeag seneral of Ord na,
= e \
AsUe U 2 (r
3inlz, the 26th Mc 1931
te 0.11. 51
Sutjectt- Issue of =zmms to A{ sha
-e Intimastion has been 1 . that most the daméex2
’ - = 3 P ~ o ~ 1]
ceusea wiaen g 3 I ¢] - IOTY ¥ 3
rooiniecz in & 41 28 8e
ﬁ 2. It has been d dszd at X N0 en
i S i
:
~.
At NI
/

o

d

.

5 te 21 a88¢ gks urge
agti to this 1 - 3 thod o lespatehi articls
in gquestion ghould eftled in d¥rec SHuALY on with

‘ ¥ilitarvy #5tache, British Lezstion, Kabul

|

| 3e The total actual cost involved in co cuion with the

o i ssus should X orted to *iis office 2% an rly
3. Thz cosgt will be detitabl o orein s d
Felitical Departne

i 4, The rsturn of léced swox oul ot sked o,

B 2 Y 3 f« Dickings

ICLOSURE IN -
f ENCLOSURE IN j Jolonel,
INDIA FOREIGN SECR=Tsov'g | 4.D.0. 3. (2ROVIZIO®),

| Letter 178 {
‘ batea 1C DEC 1931
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"'//(u \
No. 152. o ' KABUL
10th November, 1931,
d G tin\
Hig Majesty's.— Minigter ?‘,.I ."',';x/‘l

/ presents his compliments to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has thé 44

honour to transmit herewith a copy of the undermentioned paper.

w15k

Reference to previous correspondence.

-Lﬁ,t;‘ Kabul despatech Wo.58, dated 11th May, 1931.
> t
= )
DEescripTION OF ENCLOSURE.

Name and Date. Subject. !

]

To := The Afghan Prime sale of arms to {

Minister : the Afghan
Government .

No.127-P, dated 6th November :

1981. !

| s

| {

|

Ll
A
I

| 4 i

Copy sent to :—
The Secretary of State for India.
é The Foreign Secretary to the Government of India.
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ai @,

Copy of a personal lgbjétﬁﬂé:i?ﬁ-ﬁ, dated 6th
November, 1931, from His Majesty's Minister, Xabul,
to the Afghan Prime Minister.
~0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0~0~0=0=0=0=0=0=0=
In my letter No.60-P, dated May 11, 1931,
I informed the Foreign Minister that His Majesty's
Government had-agreed to the supply of 5,000 rifles

with bayonets, ete, at a price of £12«18«0 per unit

of one rifle, one bayonet, scabbard and minor

accessories, and 1%,030 rounds of ammunition, and to Il

debit the cost of’this supply to the credit of
£75,000 which is the second instalment of the loan

granted to the Afghan Government.

.;L This supply has now been made, and I have

/7'17 the honour to inform Your Highness of the details

,//, of the aeccount :-
£75,000 RS.10,00,000

/ \
/ ;’%’Q }/ 5,000 units at
{ el £12-18-0 (i.e.Rs.172)sRs. 8,60,000., .

Balance due ... Rss 1,40,000.

o

This balance of Rs.1,40,000 is being eredited
to Your Highness' account with the Peshawar Branech

of the Imperial Bank of India.
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) NN
/ 1.0 : ! s
) Al O\ ) o~
? ¢ - & Dr ,/,R,\;
¥ ‘I AR - A /
K s
No. 138 KABUL. g3»d 0ot obpr
> “f 1931-
His Majesty's Minister, Kabul
N presents his compliments to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the
honour to transmit herewith a copy of the undermentioned paper.
!
\
Beference to previous correspondence. i
:
}
LR 3
!
| DEesoriPTION OF ENCLOSURE. {
| i
dl |
! ?\ Name and Date. Subject.
f
1 i e el S vt g |
|
;‘ i‘l Tos= The Foreign Seeretary to the Damage to arms
E 3 Covernment of India. purchased by the _
- Afghan Government . i
! Memorandum No. 225, dated 29rd |
L~ Oetober 1931,
W
!
I
|
‘i ?
; l
Copy sent to :— V|
P

"~ The Secretary of State for India. % )
The Foreign Secretary to the Government of India. (without onolosuralm

ji

Y%
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s o A

o Prom:~

Hies Najesty's Minister,
Kabul,

Toi~-
The Foreign Seeretary to the Government of

India in the Poreign and Political
Department Kew Delhi.

Yemorandum No., 285,

Dated 23rd Octodber 1531,

Subject:~ Purchase of arms by ifghan Government.

|
1 | @ Please refer %0 correaspondence on the

|
x
|
g

above subject ending with my endorsement despatch
Ho. 48, dated 18th april 1931,

2 1 enclose a list, certified by the
Eilitary ittache of this Legation, of arms forming
part of the consignment purchased by the Afghan
Government which were received 4k Xabul in a damaged
eondition,

3s It is understood that most of this
damage was caused vhem an Afghan Governmment lorry
fell over & precipice in the Khyder Pass. Although
the Goveroment of India is of course in no way
responsible for this aceident, it 18 suggested that
on general grounds 1t would be desiradle to replace
the dumaged articles free of coet to the Afghan
Government, and to debit the co-p;ratlvnly small sum
involved, apparently sbout Res ¥86/=, o the
“Reserve”,

If this suggeetion is approved by the

Goverament of India, the method of despatching the

el
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“le
ertieles in guestion might be settled iIn direct

correcpondirnee bolween the Wilitary Attache of this

Legation and the authorities of th reenal conecerned.

His Majesty's Minister, Kabul,

ey e TRiL

R i
\

o—
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e |

Arms purchased by the Afghan Government from
The Government of inaia, April, 1951.

} | | . 1. gtatement showing rifles damaged in transit to aE
i o Yabul. Ai

(a) Butts damaged. (10)

P.7392. ¥ .4206 . E.2095. U.17883. 72688,
3360. 0.89505. v.36210. B.176886. De8602.

(b) Broken forehani guards. (8).

U.8417. 0.4919. A.27972. A.29470. W.9650. f
44495. B.44633. 63327, i

(e) Broken rearhand guards. (14)

4185. A+59656 F.94865. R.5907. Re612.
,+8130. B.47868 509. 48025, 1.5059.
Wel2111l. 1.8906. B.4446. 53639 .

(d) Broken lower sling swivels (7).

S.1500. Y.45748. £.4078., TH.8308. D.74706.
482335, A.99855.

(e) Upper sling swivels (2)

N.8506. B.65655.

(f) Magazines damaged (85).

A.69125. B.62495. 0.94311. 7.51845. 750569 .
Ke17119. M.2749. A+48602., B.28810. Pe9467.
€.18508. B.56052. M.8188. P.3448. A.86857.
7.86058. A.26772. Ae32787. A.55591. A+25765.
1e28344 . B.39519. V.7978. A.81242. B.5108.
47541. J.34408, H.5022. B.28957. P.659%4.
0.75260. A.91211. Ae8B0B1. X.63667. F.294.
E.56904. B.3977. 54676, 0.79968. D.4424,
‘ B.25063. B.18896. AeB7293. A.6140. B.18280.
r | D.353892. A.BB573. 1.50829. B.32224. G.3900.
f 0.2869. B.18805. K.27264. R.433. H.12458.
D.71470. Y.58156. B.25699. B.92843. A.57840.

11850. B.25063. B.24584. B.6129. B.8249.
B.69807. X.7265. H.26926. 0.72820. 0.54661.
W.219. J4713. A.72685. B.16836. B.8413.
G+54835. R.6167. D.3057. ¢.2986. Re1117.
8.54873. H.9407. 7458514, A.56315.

(g) Magamine damaged and rearhand guard brokem. (1).

80770

(h) Butt, stock and thno d_n-_n.{od. Rifles
unservicea require replacemen )

Wed75. Be13443. L.1436. B.43998.

(i) Damaged magazine and butt (3).

V.12136 E.2694. A.4632. *

* Also requires replacement.
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2.

(j) Broken rearhand guard and damaged magazine (1).

B.96830.

(x) Broken forehand guard and damaged magezine (1)

L+ 2638 .

2. The following rifles were packed without
magazines :«
T.75600. K.39198, ¥.5403.

* Magazine replaced from rifle No0.1436.

8d. A.5. Farwell.
JZinr:
| Military Abttache, ¥Xabul.
1
Il
1
it
|
|
“‘1

—
e ——

S

e

——— e

G e
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No. gaBUf; o O\
11th May 1931.

Minister : -
His Majesty’s

presents his compliments to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the

It P

honour to transmit herewith a copy of the undermentioned

paper.
/Praﬁ"?;

2% -

Reference to previous correspondence.

i1 Xabul despatch No.4§, dated 18th April 1921.
o ‘ otk
i A® S I
|
il
i
b | DEeecripTION OF ENOLOSURE.
i Name and Date. Subject. 1:
| 1 P i R T i
| T i= Sale of arms %o |
; the Afghan !
{ § The Afghan Foreign Minister, Government. !
P 1 No.60-P, dated 11th May 1931. i
| | i
| =

il
=

Lw
|
i
} Copy sent to :—
{ The Secretary of State for India.
1!
il The Foreign Secretary to the Government of India.
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Copy of a personal letter No.60-P, dated 11th
May 1931, from His Majesty's Minister, Kabul,
to the Afghan Foreign Minister.

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt
of Your Excellency's personal letter dated April
16, 1931, and to intimate that His Majesty's
Government have agreed to the supply, as requested,
of 5,000 rifles, with bayonets, scabbards, and minor
accessories, together with 1,000 rounds per rifle
(all of the same type and quality as those previously
supplied), at a price of £12-18-0 per unit of one
rifle, one bayonet, scabbard, and minor accessories,
and 1,000 rounds of ammunition; the cost of this
supply being debited to the eredit of £75,000 mentioned
by Your Excelleney.

In regard to the seecond proposal made by Your
Excellency, I have the honour to state that His
Majesty's Government have no objection to making a
further supply of munitions up to the same total
quantity as that specified above, in such instalments
as may be desired by the Afghan Govermment, against a
previous deposit in cash by the Afghan Government of
the price of each instalment.

The price at which such future supplies could be
made ecannot, however, be stated precisely at present.
As T have informed Your Excelleney, the price of
£12-18~0 charged per unit of the present supply is a
speeially favourable one, and I am authorised to state
that the price whiech may be charged in future for
supplies of munitions up to the total amount mentioned
above would be not less favourable in its relation to
the cost price of such articles at the time of their

supply.
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23 \

The reasons for the inability of His
Majesty's Government to accept in full the proposal
for munitions to be supplied on loan have been
orally explained to Your Execelleney, who will I am
sure appreciate them since as the wise have said :-

"A loan is the scissors of friendship”.
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P.Z. 3069.

Telegram XX No.587 dated (and Recd) 27th April 1931.
From H.M's Minister, Kabul.

To Foreign, Simla.

Your telegram of the 2lst instant, No.1l92-K., I
suggest Government of India could obtain quicker and more
reliable information from Railway authorities regarding
date of arrival at Peshawar of consignment from Euswpe.

I should be glad to hear date when ascertained.
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Telegram XX No.224-K., datedthe 2nd May 1931.

N From, Foreign, Simla.

To Minister, Kabul.

(Repeated Norwef, Peshawar, No.l226-3)

Pleasely telegram urgently date on which 5000 units being
supplied by Govt. of India should arrive landi Xotal. Sarliest
date possible as far as Arsenal are concerned is May 9th.
Approximate total weight of consigmment will be 211 tons.
Rifles will be packed in bundles weight not exceeding one

maund each.
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Telegram XX No.,223-K,, dated 2nd May 1931.

N Prom Foreign, Simla,

o Minister, Kabul,
(Repeated Norwef and Baluchistan Ne 1225-3).

Your telegram No.587 of April 27th. Afghan arms
purchages. Following telegrams from Customs Karachi are
repeated. First. No.454 of April 28th. Begins. 2,000 cases
cartridges despatched Peshawar 27th April night. Znds.
Second of April 30th. Begins. 143 cases rifles and
2,000 cases cartridges since despatched Chaman and 429
cases rifles amd 4,000 cases cartridges despatched Peshawar

28th April night. Znds. Further telegram follows.

= S

BRITISH
Advyan

Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/2171. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qgdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100035431721.0x00003a



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100035431721.0x00003a?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

duilngll Jadi i<
Qatar National Library

Coll 7/2 'Afghanistan: purchase of arms by Afghan Government from financial
assistance granted by Government of India' [29v] (58/133)

[ |
|

BRITISH
Advyan

Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/2171. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100035431721.0x00003b



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100035431721.0x00003b?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

duilngll Jadi i<
Qatar National Library

Coll 7/2 'Afghanistan: purchase of arms by Afghan Government from financial
assistance granted by Government of India’ [30r] (59/133)

——— 1.2 MdYTGK,
= — . M Py &
Z owALN BTy <~
¥ (@ />
. { Ay (,\:;)

No. 8.

(’/,/ April ’i':;, 1931,

His Majesty's inister “ o

presents his compliments to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the

A
honour to transmit herewith a copy of the undermentioned paper.
Reference to previous correspondence.
2 44
VA i i - and e .
satodon @ gram 79 3 A 7 Q=
A telegram 79, dated April 17, 1931. ]
! |
| f DescriprioNn oF ENOLOSURE.
1 |
-
|
4 Name and Date. Subject
| From;-
1 e Afghan Forei inister, Sale of erms to the
‘ | dated il 10 1 le ' 4 _ t
”~< | ) - oV 1 nc.
|
~
I |
{ |
|
!
) !
|
{
1
i |
il
4 '
il Copy sent to :—
f The Secretary of State for India.
1
! ; | The Foreign Secretary to the Government of India.
1
(i
i
i
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i
~
eference my conversation with Your
ixecellency regarding the purchase of arms out of
£.72,000, in the course of which Your EXcellency
finally said thet the price of one rifle, together
)
!
bayonet, one thousand cartridges, oil bottle, ’
id ete., would be £.,12/18/-. My Government is in need
I v
of more arms to equip the army, and accordingly sgrees
1] :
“
| to buy five thousand rifles and fifty lakhs cartridges
+

1, at the aforesaid price, and hopes that these arms may
! 1 days' time,
ent desires that five
lakhs cartridges may be
ﬁf r a loan, at the same price, to

’ b id in five years and in five instalments, and it

~
i |
| is requested that my Govermment should not be charged i
i
interest on this loan., I am anxiously awalting an i
early reply in this a1 .
~ ]
i
{
i
|
| B
} |
i
:
ﬁ “ |
o il
Al
1
£ A ¢
{ |
‘P i
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Piease see Mr.Maconachie's telegram of 17th

April on P.Z.2390/31 below. It will be remembered
(,,);A:.‘i,uw/..u -t)

that the original Afghan demand for materiel (essistance
made to us last July was 20,000 rifles with 1000rounds
of emmunition. In the light of the recommendations of
the Minister end H.M.G: it was decided to grant the
Afghans 10,000 rifles with 5_@ rounds of ammunition
each. The Government of India, in recommending action
on these lines said "We contemplate the possibility
of repeating the gift after a suitable interval if
this proves necessary and if the conduct of Nadir and
conditions in Afghanistan justify this. We should,
however, prefer to have no comitment on this at

viissde ¥ty (oA @000 205 b=
present”. The Cabinet approved the gifﬂand
also approved "the Government of India's proposal that
a similar gift should be contemplated later on if
circumstances render this desirable"and the Government
of India and the Minister were informed that H.M.G

aduisetta
agreed with them that"it may be peswEfifde a2t same later

date to make a further gift of arms as proposed in
para.4(b) of your telegram of 22nd July" but that
"ne canmitment should be entered into either now or

later without my prior sanction". 51
le.owe !
2. The(rifles in question were made over to the ]
OZ. epnd .{ L”k {f

Afghans Iedlitutapdip—p rofenpiors ycar. The first

instalment of£00,000 in respect of financial assistance

was paid to them last October. It was decided edrly
mﬁmm-erJ Us fradol foo.ooo. fuhicts should

is yeur thal’)ts=se=—mend £75, 000 <=sh A be paidfto thc
Ok uwdsniny
Afghans emd £25,000 Zggl"eld as a secret reserve, the
existence of which should not be known to the Afghan

Insray
Government, for meeting occasional wimider demands for

assistance/
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s

S

i assistance in kind.

R

3. On receiving intimation thét the amount of the
second instalment of financial assistance to be given {
above was £75,000, the Afghan Government intimated their f
desire to apply part at any rate of this sum to the

purchase from the Government of India of rifles of the

seme type and quality as had been granted them as a gift

\ last summer. After discussion with the Minister and

the Government of India a fixed concession price of
x
'3 £“4?° Rs.172 per unit (i.e. one rifle, 1000 rounds of

ammunition and minor accessories)was made. Fram the

1 present telegram it eppears that the Afghan Government

l are anxious immediately to purchase 5,000 units at the
concession price fixed by the Government of India and to
secure & corresponding quantity on a basis of deferredant

’1 payments spread over a period of five years and not

v carrying interest.

| 4 The Minister recanmends acceding to the first
Afghan request (i.e. 5,000 rifles, etc. on payment). The

X Ue YT nav Llgpath reasons he gives in support of this recommendation are,

.

;..”_[.;7' X
i ' I submit, convinecing. It is desirable from our point

of view, on general grounds, that the Afghans should

buy their arms requirements fram British rather than fram
foreign sources. The expenditure involved (£64,500 apart
from carriage charges) will eat up almost the whole of
the second instalment of financiel assistance and so will q
eliminate any possibility of this being used to form a ‘
nest egg abroad. We know fram various sources that the

liquidation of the situation in the north has been

seriously hampered by shortage of men and material, and

it is in general to our interest that the Central

\ Government/

‘\ 47934 5000 10.30
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- Government should re-establish its authority

completely at as early a date as possible. The Minister
is satisfied that the Afghans have no ulterior motives.
Finally, other considerations apart, there can be no
question that they have co-operated with us in a very
loyal manner in the last six or eight months on the
frontier and that we have no cause of complaint at their
attitude. They may, in these circumstances, reasonably

expect a certain willingness on our part to go to meet

them. Subject to the concurrence of the Government of i

L
flz;ﬁqu‘qu (7~ Q%,

x
: Y 7 India and to the required material being available,

fo- ISfohh oo 5 dmysy I submit in these circumstances, that approval should be l
i (fom 24fs ) f
given to the supply of 5,000 units at the Government of

5 It is rather inconvenient to be faced with a demand

"1 for a supply on this scale at (apparently) ten days'

l
s Y : m
India's concession price against/credit of £75,000.
|
!
i
|

v notice, and even if we accept the Foreign Minister's
explanation that the Afghans are anxious to camouflage
these arms as part of the Fleming consignment, it is
exceedingly unlikely that they will be able to hoodwink
Al b M il
\ the Soviet by doing so or that the facts wewkd=mot come

out. In any case even allowing for such delay as can be

b arranged in the transport of the Fleming contingent

across India, it may take some little time to get the
J | required number of units together. But we need not go
|
| too closely into this. If it pleases the Afghans to

think they are really hoodwinking the Russians, that is

not our affair.
. . a3 ith bel I
6~ The Afghan request to be granted the same quantity f

to/ !

47934 5000 1030
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to be paid for in five annual instalments free of ,‘
interest is not supported by the Minister and, if only ;
for the reasons given by him in para.4 of his telegram
| is open to objection. We should probably have

considerable difficulty over the period in question in

recovering our money fram the Afghan Government and the
\J friction which might result would be unfortunate ,smd In

\ any case we have treated the Afghans generously and there

I\ is no case for an extraordinary concession of this nature

|

! o at the mament. At the same time the Minister is, it is
!

’ suggested, right in his proposal (para.3(b)) that we

should sweeten the pill by informing the Afghans that

H.M.G. are prepared to supply the quantities in question

in such instalments as might be required, subject to

prior cash deposit, and  again, subject to the Government

q X U P(T b wg s of India's views, it is suggested that action on these
v [;Wu;:g:a = lines may be approved.x Mr.Maconachie will have an i
additional asset in bargaining with the Afghans in the 'l

1 grant of a concession rate for the transport through
i India of the rifles which have been purchased by J
\ Messrs.Fleming (value about Rs.63,000) to which the l

Government of India have now agreed,and which he proposes
(Zl |
to use in this connection (see Katedon 80 of ®@3mdApril |

| below)

|
Question of necessity of Cabinet
| sanction for present proposal.

A The Cabinet took note on 13th November 1929 that e duwadd
c‘“‘"’* 47("‘/ emel f. ‘%’,762- Mukgwb&ﬁv
the sale or gift of arms to King Nadir was not in conflict

with their previous decisions on the subject of the sale

of arms and ammunition to foreign Governments. On 17th

2. D m 2 isi i
53 (’1.) TRc: (. ecember 1929 they agreed that the decision ndot .ta

dispose of surplus munitions and arms to foreign

47934 5000 1030 Governments/

fa =)
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&
Governments should not debar tize gift by the Government
of India to Afghanistan. They subsequently (campere

para. I ebove) decided in July 1930 to approve the

Government of India's proposal for the grant of a similar

gift (to that of 10,000 rifles and 500 rounds of

ammunition each¥ zlready approved/if circumstances should

render this desirable. For practical purposes the

quantity of 10,000 rifles $we® which the Afghans have now
Ay e

asked /corresponds precisely in amount to the "similar

{
5 gift" approval to the making of which by the Government
; of India if circumstances rendered this desirable was

given by the Cabinet last summer, and I submit, on the )

B

| principle that the greater includes the less, that it is ,
i unnecessary to ask for further covering sanction either

Gl wndents ~ &
to the proposedf’s/‘ alg of 5,000 units to the Afghans amé

o

( a
;"} offer to sell t3® corresponding quantity later. But if
} J this view is approved, the Secretary of State will no

doubt wish to circulate an explanatory memorandum to
X o=
the Cabinet. In seesewebmewmsweemwees o draft will be
prepared. CUTh i lo, epact LS gy :
Yol iolhn (pmrtamrt® o fniTr, 6 Cte o i
RGP R T T8 P > SPv-e 3 .‘
, o ¢ & wnl A |
bt wp sl W B aniin furphaed fane
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Draft Paper.
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Department.
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DECYPHERR OF TELEGRAM, Ve

From Govermment of India, Foreign and
(COPIES Politicel Department, to Secretary

Dated Simla, 2lst April, 1931. XXX
Received 8045 p.m., 21st April, 193l.

11378, éddreased to Secretary of State and

! repeated to Minister at Kabul, 192-K. Katodon 79. We agree
i ' to grant Afghan Government's first request and have alresdy issued

orders to arsensl in antiéipastion of His Majesty's Government's !

i concurrence. Congignment of 5000 units can be made ready for !

‘ i despatch in five deys' time. Actual despatech can, if necessary,
| be timed s0 a8 t0 synchronise with arrival at Peshawar of the

{/1; consignment from (? Europe). If this is considered necessary,

1 ; Minister can presumably arrange to have us informed of date of

‘ despasteh of latter from Karachio. After (7 deduction) of cost

of arms, balance of second instalment loan will be paid to credit

of Prime Minister, Imperial Bank, Peshawar, as suggested in

Maconachie’s paragraph No.2. For reasons indicated by Minister,

we agree that second request would best be met in manner indicated

in paragraph No.3. We are prepared to supply 5,000 units against

previous deposit in cash of price of each instelment,; but cannot

X bind ourselves (? to) erms at future date at price

now quoted, which is»irreduoible minimum at present day rates.

We have no objection, however, to Nadir being given assurance that

when meterial up to limit indicated is required, this will be

supplied/

CIRCULATED) of State for India. i
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-2 e
\ supplied et rates not less favoursble, with reference to cost of

~ memufacture at the time of delivery, than those at whioh present

consgignment is being supplied.

“ame
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N “SECRET

(/ Fire & 3 l ‘\2’31)
| 2574 J

FRB/MM (35 groups.) a3 1026 »

o DECYPHER OEP"T;E\L" R AM.
From His Britammic Majesty's
Minister at Kabui to
(COPIES Secretary of State for

CIRCULATED) Foreign Affairs, India Office.
Dated Kabal, 17th April, 1931.
Received 8.45 a.m., 18th April, 1931. X X X

— ',/ Forminka 39 and Government of India's
~ 3) T

telegram April 14th, 1083-S.

Z -‘:“/;, I am grateim;s;‘lt) to grant of conceaaio':,
but shall (? only) use (? it if) this appears
advisable, e.g., in order to mitigate results of
attitude recommended in Katodon 79 in regard to
Afghan request (b).

Maconachie 80.

X Cuerssian i) ok, vatie B 6Rooe
*r-mo-mh\-ka‘,/wmémvz./é'
s Gar fone Pty oo \

—x=

—
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e ,) SECRET
2. 239¢
7 g b 5
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| N
FHB /DI, (36 groups) 2581, i
e, m
22 - &3
DECYPHER OF TELEGRAM :
(COPIES From His Britannic Majesty's Minister at
CIRCULATED) Kabul to Secretary of State for
Foreign Affaeirs, India Office.
Dated Kabul, 21st April, 193l.
> Reoeived 7.30 a.m., 22nd April, 1931. XXX

IMVEDIATE. 4/‘ 2 ’ i

ey

My telegram of 17th instant, Part l. For "per

. 3 5,000 units" reed “per unit, of 5,000 units."™ Error regretted,

Pare. 2.(D)e or n question is "quentityl(ies)".
! ) Word in question is " tity(ies)"

} Mgconachie.

The above repetition was agked for by the Telegraph

Branch at the request of the Politicsl Department.
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&9 e SECRET
RC\S ) \ 23 :}u' | .0
L ! 1 D H'
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- oy . A M
DET /RRA /DT, (149 groups) 2529
L
e
DECYPHER OF TELEGRAM 20 & 3/
From Hie Britannic Msjesty’s Minister L//
{ COPIES at Kabul to0 Sedretary of State
CIRCULATED) for Foreign Affeirs,; India Office.
Dated Kebul, 17th April, 1931.
. 208%
Received 11.156 g.m., 18th April, 1931. //?; )( )( )(
g3
il R
72'”6/,‘ w7 %]~k A
3 p '3 »
PIRST OF THREE PARTS. 2"’/5 Q> ‘*’,"}«\_O
¥ ?
a2as! Paragraph No.l of my telegrem deted 12th April, 7l.
(C0‘1 bekon) 2. TPForeign Minister in personal (% letter)
requests

{(a) delivery in 10 (7 daysltit against) credit
of 2(7 75,000), at price of £12. 188. per)5;000
units, seme type and quality as supplied‘(? Cotober
last) (unit equels 1 rifle, 1000 rounds of emmunition,

bayonet; scabbard and minor sccessories). And also

{b) supply at seme price same (7 quentities)
ac ‘above, to be peid for in five snnual instalmsnts
(? free of) interest. IR e
S 3e Keeping in view the military and 7inanciel

considerations, so far as I cen sppreciate these, and subject to
availagbility, I recommend a8 regards

(s) request should be treated as urgent end
granted, balance of money being psid to ecredit of the Prime
Minister (7 with) Imperial Bank, Peshawale

(b) Afghen Government be informed that His Majesty's

Government have no objection to future supply of

these quantities and that delivery could be made

in such instalments as might be reguired st any time

but /
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but only egeinst previous deposits in {7 cash)

i \‘71 by Afghen Govermment of price of each instalment.

Maoconachie 79.
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e 2300 SECRET

/\\
102, J @,

& ETP/DH, (206 groups) 2539,
DECYPHER OF TELEGRAM,

From His Britannic Majesty's Minister at Kabul
to Secretary of State for Foreign Affaire,
(Cor1ES India Office,
CIRCULATED)
Dated Kabul, 17th April, 1931, D@ B ¢

Received 2 p.m,, 18th April, 1931,

SECOND OF THREE PARTS,

4, My reasons are:

(1) grant of (9.) would cbviate posesibility of nest-eggs

(apprenended by Government of Indie in telegram 2364, July
u')ﬂ 22nd, of which however there has been in fact no indication)
XU\ 5 and of sterling remittance by Afghan Government;

(2) urgency is explained by Foreign Minister privately
ag due to desire to import (a) consignment simultaneously
with arms purchased in Burope (due in Karachi, April l4th)
and, for benefit of Russian Embassy, to represent both
consignments as eo purchased;

(3) as possibility of supplying 20,000 rifles has been
envisaged in Becretary of State for India telegram 2502,

August 2nd, paragreph No., 4, my recommendations conflioct with

P'q/’)o previous decision only in regard to allowance of ammunition
}\j b per rifle, but (? please see) same telegram and paragraph,
§ 3¢

Afghan Government lays great emphasis on allowance of 1,000
rounds of ammunition; pleading ocolossal wastage by present
troope who have to fight before they are trained, Military

Attache coneiders this argument represents facts inevitable

in
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30(]
l [ . O E ~.) |
= |
o 25
-~ in existing conditions, Bight ammunition convoys are

known to have been sent north since December 5th, My
information goes to show ( ¢ that mo ) such ammunition

resdrve is being built up a® would constitute military

danger to India, 0ld reserve in the Arxk blew up

during the capture of Kabul by Shah Wwali, Kabul ammunition
faotory is not working and ite plant is credibly stated

! to be worn out,

Maconachie 99 (sic ? 79)
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=4 o | SECRET
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RO 21
FRB/TH, (104 groups) 2640,

DECYPHRR OF TRLEGCRANL
His Britennic Majesty’s Minister at

From
Kabul to Secretary of State for Foreign
(coPiES Affairs, India office,
CIRCULATED)
Dated Kebul, 17th April, 1931. X X X
Received 2 p.m,, 18th April, 1931, !

Last of 3 parts,
As regards (b), inevitable difficulty of recovering

4,
arrears (in view especially of the instability of Afghan

gfLLk finance and exchange position, my telegram 225, December 24th
fd and“Deap&*vh 31, March 12) would (? lead), as I understand }

(? experience of) Hie Majesty's Government with other
2084 5 2
“O%T  oOriental (? debtor) states shows, to friction with the

Afghan Government, and compare Government of India‘s telegram

887-8, July 21st, 1925, I should be in favour of stating

| »% f'
% these reasons, if necessary, frankly to the Afghan Government.l

On the other hand, absolute refusal might arouse suspicion \
|

3
and tend to make Afghan Government look elsewhere for arms

which they eeem determined to have,

~
5 I regret that Afghan ‘ilatoriness compels me to

(> 18

agk so freguently for urgent consideration of references from

here,

Maconachie 79,
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SECRET
V)
=
. {
FCN/DH. (119 groups) 2488,
- DECYPHER OF TELEGRAM
From %gverggen% og Igdia.tForei n and Political
artmen C
(COPIES il iy , to Secretary of State for
CIRCULATED)
Dated New Delhi, 14th April, 193l.
Received 8.45 p.m., l4th April, 193l 1
xXxXx |
IMPORTANT .
1083=8¢ Addressed to Secretary of State end repeated to
Minister &t Kabul, 166«K. Katodon Tl, Afghan request for
be n milit gtores (o) hich we
concesgslon in raillway rates o ary r JZBW {r“lew
ghould have preferred to refuse if only because
t£hat we have never given it to Nepal. As, however, Minister

is satisried that good grounds exist for granting conceselon,
we support his proposel and egree that expenditure involved
may be met from reserve of £25,000, Minister will no doubt
make 1t clear to Afghan Government that concession hae been
granted se epsclal case, and is not to be quoted as
precedent. We suggest aleo, 1n order to closk resl nature
of trenesction, that Afgheh Government be asked to pay
ordinsry public ratves end that difference be credited to
them in caeh along with second instalment of loan. Besides
bringing home to Afghans that conceselon represents sum of
apprecisble megnitude, (7 1t, omitted) would obviate account

difficulties.
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Recelved 8 p.m,, 12th Apr®¥l, 193l. XXX

Government of Indla telegream April 4th, 987 8.
muunicated this reduction to the Foreign Minister who
geld the Afghen Government hed counted on price (? not )
axceeding £12. I sald Rs. 172 could be (? taken) as firm

fizure, and have heard nothing more.

2. Telsgram 892, Merch 19th, from Secretary of Stats
for India. Arms purchessd by the Afghan Goverrment.
Foreign Minister aske ag special concessiony in view of thelr
finencial (? omission), that railway freight in Indis may
be charged on this consignment at militery and not public
rate. Cash velue of such concegsion by the (? Government
of India) would be approximtely Re. 62,000.

%, Unless decieion ip Government of India memcrandum
147, May 29th, 1924, (copy forwarded to Secretary of Stats

for India with F‘orei,gﬁ Secretary's letter No. 41l=M May 28th,

of coet to £25,000 reserve.
A8 conslgnment is expected to arrive at Karachi

7
o3 J
\:L‘H?/'DH. (140 groups) 2433.
DECYPHRER-OF TE IFEGRAMN.
From His Britannic Majesty's Minister &b |
: Kabul to Secretary of State for ;
(COPIES Foreign Affairs, Indle Office.
CIRCULATED) §
Dated Kabul, 12th April, 193l. ];‘
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