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About this record

This file, which largely consists of copies of Foreign Office and Colonial Office correspondence, relates to
the position and national status of British subjects and protected persons residing in the Kingdom of the
Hejaz and Nejd (later Saudi Arabia). The correspondence includes discussion of the following:

• The treatment of foreign chauffeurs employed by the Hejazi Government.

• Details of a proposed census of all male inhabitants of Hejazi towns, and the possible
implications for foreign residents.

• Reports that the authorities in Mecca are demanding that foreign residents produce
documentary proof of their foreign nationality within fifteen days, with the alternatives being either to
adopt Saudi nationality or to leave the country within three months.

• The status in Saudi Arabia of natives of the Hadramaut.

• Reports of British protected persons of African origin being pressured to leave the
country within a period of ten days (or in certain cases, to enter military service).

• Reports that British Indian chauffeurs and mechanics working in Saudi Arabia have been
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informed that they cannot continue working in their occupations unless they adopt Saudi nationality, on the
grounds that cars which are engaged for military purposes cannot be driven or maintained by foreigners.

The file features the following correspondents: His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires to Jedda (Cecil Gervase Hope
Gill, succeeded by Albert Spencer Calvert); His Majesty's Minister at Jedda (Sir Andrew Ryan); the Minister of
Foreign Affairs for Saudi Arabia (Fayṣal bin ‘Abd al-‘Azīz Āl Sa‘ūd); officials of the Foreign Office, the
Colonial Office, and the Government of India's Foreign and Political Department.

The file includes a divider which gives a list of correspondence references contained in the file by year.
This is placed at the back of the correspondence (folio 2).
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^ ^ r^ys 

(13) Attitude of the Saudi Government towards Moslem British Subjects and 
Protected Persons. 

This pioblem has giown in importance since 1932, owing to the increasino’ 
indications of a drive on the part of the Saudi Government to reduce certain 
foreign elements in their country, especially such as tend to over-populate the towns and, m particular, Mecca, with nondescripts. Broadly speaking, it may be said that their policy is less open to criticism than the methods employed in their spasmodic attempts to give effect to it. The growth of xenophobia, however, directs attention to the lack of any droit d’etablissement whatsoever. I have dealt with the whole subject at length in a recent despatch to the Foreign Office 
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Addressed to Jeddah, repeated to Secretary of utate for 

India. i 

Your Despatch. Mo« 3317/1539/31 t.o the Department oi 

Education, Health and Lands. Indian chauffeurs and mecnaniesu 

Government of India agree to repatriation subject to the 

usual undertakings being obtained from the repatriates* 

* 

"If 

9Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/2105. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100040658996.0x00000a

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100040658996.0x00000a?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Coll 6/38 'Saudi-Arabia: Position and National Status of British subjects and
protected persons.' [5v] (10/174)

10Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/2105. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100040658996.0x00000b

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100040658996.0x00000b?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Coll 6/38 'Saudi-Arabia: Position and National Status of British subjects and
protected persons.' [6r] (11/174)

D 
In any further communication on this subject, please quote 

li .020 
and address —not to any person by name, but to— 

‘The Under-Secretary of State,” Foreign Office, London, S.W. 

jMM-mEe: 
jL . /u « 

•253 

1 c 4 V’ 

u 

© 

^ O 

THE Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs presents his 

compliments to 
—^ F " 

and, by direction of the Secretary of State, 
transmits herewith copies of the under-mentioned paper. 

Foreign Office, 

X-v: /d^ ■ 1934 . 

A 
a\' 

7' 
Reference to previous correspondence : 

rLo . 
U-ztfOCj/3?2S/?> ]%■, oA . r <^v: l-i^. 

Description of Enclosure. 

Name and Date. Subject. 

q[, CJ ^^ck/CkA^- , 
t| 

3 1 ca^j V 
yc 

KJtr'UU' ZocL 

/to. 353, 
- 

5 • 
^33 

IH 
11 JAN !934 >I- 

© - r r 4 
' 

ry . . 7 _ 
similar letter sent to * ^ , - 

14—6130 8931 (2) 

11Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/2105. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100040658996.0x00000c

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100040658996.0x00000c?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Coll 6/38 'Saudi-Arabia: Position and National Status of British subjects and
protected persons.' [6v] (12/174)

* 

# 

r 

12Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/2105. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100040658996.0x00000d

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100040658996.0x00000d?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Coll 6/38 'Saudi-Arabia: Position and National Status of British subjects and
protected persons.' [7r] (13/174)

3479 7650 ( 2 ) 

5 

No. 350# 
(3319/1539/31) 

HIS Majesty’s Chargd d f Affaires at jedda 

presents his compliments to His Majesty’s principal Secretary of State 

and has the honour to transmit to him the umfer-mentmiMci {fbcumenl&. 

Bri tish Le.ui&.t.i OXX $ 

J.edda# 

5 th. .D.e caiab-ur.. .1933 #1 dB... . 

Reference to previous correspondence : 

Jedda Savingram No# 15 of 4/1^33# 

Description of Enclosure. 

Name and Date. Subject. 
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Government of India# Sa’fidi Government’s attitude 

Department of Education towards British subjects In 

Health and Lands# Sa’Odi service* 

No.3317/1539/31 of 5/12/33. 

(Copy Bent to Viceroy(F.&P) under Mo. 120 (3518/1539/51)~5/ia/33 
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/under .lying 

Ihe secretary to tne yovernment of India, 

department of Uducati©n t Health m& Lende* 
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repatriation to India* l 4 wo of them have indeed ©Iroisty done ao* 

4* In the ©a cli 4 aumaf©ncea I hrve the honour to r«<pcat 

that £ ne^y ne ©uthori©#d to repatriate thrift ©t the ©spensMSt of 

the Govems&ent of Inti© by the cheapest route# the number who 

seek repatriation is a# yet un car tain, but ahould not exaaad 

thirty* in view of the ur,gency of ttie cs^e I should fee grateful 

/for 
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In any further communication on this subject, please quote 
^ No. 

rt^oCjfZS-iS J8- and address —not to any person by name, but to— 
“The Under-Secretary of State,” Foreign Office, London, S.W. 1. 

1 1^34 
THE Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs' presents his 

compliments to 

and, by direction of the Secretary of State, 

transmits herewith copr'Ci of the under-mentioned paper. 

Foreign Office, 

Jc*sr^,‘. •> 193/f • 
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Reference to previous correspondence: f 0\ 
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Description of Enclosure. 

Name and Date. Subject. 
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ENCLOSURE IN WEEKLY LET I - 

No. 1 4 JAR 1854 

FROM SECRETARY, POLITIC L AuJ 

SECRET DEPT. INDIA OfFlSE 

V £ JANtt- 4 
jt* 

Similar letter sent to 
14—6130 8931 (c) f / 
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VlCjOCj j?>% 
2 

NO DISTRIBUTION 

Telegram (en (?lair) from kr. Calvert, (Jedda) ? 
4th Deoemher, 195^ O Q 

4th December, 1955o 

R. 2Gth December, 1935. 

No. 15. Saving. 

*-*0 "“0 —O —0 “*0 “0 -“O ~0 ~0 ■" 

Your telegram No c 146, 

I mentioned the questioi) orally to Fuad on the 12th 

Novei^her 0 He made mo comnent hut" promised to enqua.ru and 

acquaint me with the result. He s pontanesouly mentioned, on 

the 21st November, that he was still prosecuting, his enquiries, 

but X have as yet received nothing further from him® 

I regret having taken step of mentioning matter to Fuad 

without your authorisation but as question had been already 

dealt with both orally and in writing with the Saudi authorities, 

I felt question could properly be raised again orally by me without 

explicit instructions® 
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■ 

Similar letter sent to 
14—6130 893 1 ( 2 ) C-o. 
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s> tX- 

r ’ 
V. 

1 B / ^ 

1955 

ffi-iasmBiimi 

^jlegram (en clair) from Mr. Calvert (Jeclda) 0 

D 0 7tli November 1933* 

Eo 27th November 1933 0 

No 0 14. (Saving)o 

h if i» ii n ii it ii n it (i ii it ii u u ii it ii ii it u ii n 

S'?#/ My despatch No* 236 of 25th July 0 

Evidence is again accumulating that pressure is being 

brought to bear by the Saudi authorities on British subjects 

and British Protected Persons s chauffeurs of Government and 

other motor-vehicles to adopt Saudi nationality on pain of 

being deprived of their driving licenses 0 I am aware that 

Saudi Government have the right to reserve employment of this 

nature for their own nationals but no regulations laying 

this down have been published and to deprive foreign subjects 

of their means of livelihood without adequate notice appears 

contrary to enlightened usage elsewhere* 

I may have to report the situation by telegraph should 

the matter become more urgent s but in the meantime I propose 

to take an early opportunity of mentioning it to Fuad orally, 

and should the exclusion of these men without reason given 3 

from employment become more wholesale, would propose* subject 

to your concurrence, to address the Saudi Arab Government on 

the subject. 
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Copy 

(T 

KO 

Cyphstr telegram to 2r* Cmlvart (Jo4dm} # 

For-iga office, 1st Decmafeer, t*oO ;>*a* 

io* 14©. 

Tour tel#gria.m Bo* 14 (laving) (of the ?th Hoveafcmr}* 

You are authorised to mention to the Minister for Foreign 

Affaire orally the matter of dlsaimemX© without adeotiate notice. 

You should report result aad await instructions before making 

written representation. 
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ionrrypr) 

In any furtlier communication on this subject, please quote 
No. 

and address —noi to any -person by name, but to— 
“The Under-Secretary of State,” Foreign Office, London, S.W. 1. 

THE Under-Secretary of State for 

compliments to (Am^oLC^- 

^^~cLa^co and, by direction of the 

transmits herewith 
copLj^ 

of the under-mentioned 

Foi*eign Office, 
\ ̂ rV , 193^ 

paper. 

$ 

Reference to previous correspondence : 

ecceL -t 
~ 

Description of Enclosure. 

/ 

^ 

'' 

Name and Date. 

H.- i 

lO c> • ^Ke) d 

Subject. 

1° (Xa. lUaa^c^- 

|^A„. UX«^C . 

i N 0 ‘ . • c i 

, . 34 

<1 y i MK 

24 AMG.1935 

i, POtITiOAt AK 1 

p-i rF.PT. INDIA QFrlOE aaiM *" ***** «■ —< ■ mum*mm 11 — 
Similar letter sent to 

H- 613 O 8755 ( 2 ) 
O-O” ■ f 
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Tlt& inference to six* mtonm 
Hyan'e 

pointed ueitea? Ko* 213 
(2003/1539/17) 

of th® 14th &m%m% 
9 

relative to the attitude 

of the 
&a*Mi 

Oovemiiont tovwds cex»taiu categories of Ijritioh 

ouh^eeta axid proteetad persona, 1 have the honour to ■trmmmlt 

to you hex*ei«i th a copy of the reply of the jUlnl&ttP for 

Foreign affaire to Sir Fndrtir 
nyan*# 

not© no# 9# 
( 0008 / 1539 / 17 ) 

of the 14th July, 
a copy of which was trsimnltted to you with 

the despatch under reference# 

B# fhe assurance a 
given in the first two paragraph© of 

the na’ddi note, categorical thou^x they may he, do not carry 

complete conviction, hut 1 am 
continuing to watch the situation 

closely and hop© that the present apparent improvement will b© 

maintained# 

3* ill© third paragraph of the note la indeed a 
singular 

statement, mX&m it relate© to the future only, 
ms 

for some 

years past foreigners have formed a considerable proportion 

o£ the motor-lorry and motox*-ccir drivers employed by the Sa f 
$di 

ir&b Oovarmaent in connexion with their military operations# 

4# In respect of the fourth paragraph, X enclose herewith 

a copy of Official 
Gmmx&qaxt 

Mo* 
14, which appeared in the 

nimnfc-al- ;ara' 
# 

of the 14th July# Ohie official edict mm 

foresiiiidowed by ihiad aey Mwsa in Ilia conversation with Sir 

.Andrew hyan 
on 

July 2 
nd, the tenor of which was 

reported in 

him despatch Mo* 203 of the 4th July# She proposal© in 

themselves/ 

1ft* Right Honourable 

sir John 
Siuioxx, Q# 0# s# X 

# , 
h# 0# 

v # 
0* 

, 

e to#, etc# 
, 

etc* 
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themfieXv^s appear onable out 1 will keep wymlf 

inrormed of t&e mamier of ibeir execution in bo 
far 

as 
Srltisti 

subjects and prelected persons are 
concerned in order that 

acts of ^Basiffeat oppression^ sliould they occur § 
**sy ^ 

suitably brou^it to the notice of the Sa f Mi uowrm^nt. 

X have the honour to 'be with the highest respects* 

sir, 

your nost oi>cdlcnt, 

humble servant. 
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s/s/sa. 
Ministry of Foreign Affaire, 

1 ’aif, 

19330th July, 1933, 

_ 

The Honorable Charge 
d f 

Affaires, 

With reference to Sir n&rew 
lean's 

letter Ho. 95 
(200^/1559/17) 

dated 21 ©t Kab£-ul-, 

t 

wal 1552 

(14tlx July, 1955) regarding the false rumours which you received 

from incorrect sources, I explain to you the followings~ 

1* The authorities concerned in the Government of Hie Majesty 

the King have not used any means to induce British subject© 
or 

others to adopt their 
(Sa’ddi) nationality. 

2m The authorities concerned have not brought pressure on anyone, 

one, and have not seen any need to accept any foreigner 
even of 

his own accord to Join their military forces. 

5. But as 
**egarde what is said about the prohibition of the 

engagement of foreign chauffeurs in the motor-car companies, the 

fact is that the ears which are 
engaged for military purposes 

cannot accept the services of foreigners. 

4. I assure you in pursuance of the contents of the Official 

Communiqud 
Bo. 14 issued on 

17th Rabf-ul-Awwal 1552 (July 10th) 

that the authorities concerned in the Government of His Majesty 

the/ 

The Honourable Chargd 
d 1 

Affaires, 

British Legation, 
Jedda. 
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the King have taken 
a 

decision which ia to he enforced on all 

peoplej the subjects of this Government and others to be treated 

the same, to the effect that every person who cannot secure his 

livelihood and will be a burden on others will be ordered to 

depart to his original home whether in the interior or 
abroad* 

I hope these details will be sufficient to cause 
adequate 

satisfaction* 

With highest respects, 

Fim&b* 

Minister for Foreign Affairs* 

41Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/2105. Copyright for this page: Unknown

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100040658996.0x00002a

http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100040658996.0x00002a#share?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100040658996.0x00002a?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Coll 6/38 'Saudi-Arabia: Position and National Status of British subjects and
protected persons.' [21v] (42/174)

42Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/2105. Copyright for this page: Unknown

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100040658996.0x00002b

http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100040658996.0x00002b#share?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100040658996.0x00002b?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Coll 6/38 'Saudi-Arabia: Position and National Status of British subjects and
protected persons.' [22r] (43/174)

Kxtract t>on the ^Uiam-aX- .iUra” of July 14th, 1953# 

utglclal ComuiUau^ Kt>. 14 
. 

In view of the occurrence of theft© and corruption of 

morals, and owing to the state of uncleanlines© which is 

general in the country and especially In the Haram on 
account of fakruni© and certain Yamanis, the subject© of 

this Government or of neighbouring countries, besides the 

other persons of other nationalities, the Government 

therefore propose that every person who is engaged in my 

business or 
occupation, and is gaining the means of his 

livelihood without causing harm to the country may be 

allowed to settle, but those who have no work with which 

to support themselves, and are a source of harm to the 

country should depart from this country to their original 

horn© whether they 
are the subjects of this Governzaent or 

of any other Government# 

Monday, 17th Rabi-ul-Awwal 1352# (July 10th, 1933)# 
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mXED 

lunication on this subject, please qufcte 
-fri& 

i4-<5 

Uvas 

• 
to any person by navie, but to— v 

In any further communication on this 
subject, please quote 

No. 
and address— not, 

1 The Under-Secretary of State,” Foreign Office, London, S.W. i. 

J 
f^C P-Z- ® 

/ 7 7 
t 

/ / 
— 

S r*. ✓ I w 
THE Under-Secretary of State for 

i 
Foreign Affairs 

presenW-Ws-*— 

compliments to 
"(k. 

"^koUxt 

1 

and, by direction of the Secretary of State, 

transmits herewith copt^Jb of the under-mentioned 
paper^, 

Foreign Office, 
^ 

fs ,"1935 

• 
Reference to 

previous correspondence 
: 

Description of Enclosure. 

[ 

Name and Date. Subject. 

L. 

,1 

. 

0 
^ 

cf 

^ 
'L 4- 

u. 

^ 
OOulXv 

(WilVi 

0 ! 

j^AvtjLGtiLCL 

pjlX^Uvii 

S- 

30'-)JO VIONI 
- 
Id3a -133038 

;v oOlinOJ ‘At!V 13 H 038 WOHJ 'SfiVPf !2 £ ON 

14—6130 8181 (2) 

Similar letter sent to 
Cl Q 

A M ?jnS010N3 

———- - 
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«H 

etc*, etc*, etc 

X305715S9/1S, 

i 
-- 

iri %t&h legation 
f 

Jedda# 

/ 

4th 
^rulsr 

Sii*, 

With rerei'-er^c-o to a% Hof« ailX’a despateh Ho* 4*68 of 

Hovomhor 50 last relative to the attitude of the 
^ 
a*ddi 

dovernMat towards certain categories of ritieh suhjeeta 

am 
protected person©, 1 have the honour to enclose 

herewith 
a 

translation of 
a 

repl^ to the last ec»»s^mioetlon 

Ulnieirr .foreign 4ff*Ir8, nr# hope dill reaerved tlie 

iia^ddi note of deeeaber 6 for mg eouBidermtion on mg return 

Wm leave* ft**!** had hoon no iUrthor developments Ourlng 

the Interval as 
regards British nationals* 1 learnt aleo 

that the authorities in Moee* had suspended action 

in 2 
*egard to i-^rians oiailar to mat which had perturbed 

Mr. Hop# bill* I gathered fnm 
a 

phasing reference to the 

matter In 
a 

conversation with Kuad .ey that it mm 

still eagagiihi, the attention of the 

• 

a’^di ooveram^t* la 

all the cireuastea### i decided to wait upon events* 

^liSHS-al-v^ura’* published 
a 

mmmtilqu# 
dated M#y El, 

a copy 

of which X enclose. It had mo direct bearing 
on 

the position 

oi foi^Igners hut it provoked 
some 

speculation 
as to the 

intention® of the ha’ddi uoveraaeiit in regard to ttea* 

heard from two independent eourcee that was 
i^elag 

hr ought to bear on 
certain foreign elements la the populetlafi 

■ /notedly 

the tight dmonmblm, 

ip John 
Hmm, a*€*.s*i 

#> ^ * 

.v* 

> 
> 
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@ 
^3 

notmbl# tmm of origliu -uch info^mtion m l could 

elicit bo.i‘e on 
tmv things* vis., 

(%) 
T&re&te of expulsion within four &«ye» 

(b) 
preesure on the peraone affected to 

adopt Sa f 
ddl 

nationality. 

(e) 
*teoinaitment In the a*Mi atlliterar forces* 

(4) ^efua^X© to renew limnmB to 4©iw© 
cars 

unlees the 

applicants adopted 
i. 
; 
.u f 

Ckil nationality. 

t* I may observe in p asking tiiat it %b amazingly oi fit cult 

to obtain precise inforaaiio© rogoMing 
an eh ^.mtters, 

as the 

t © f 
Mi (government deal with people, of the kind affected through 

he©dae© 
f 

who are .moee or 
lose at their mpoy mid have an 

iatei'eet 

in 
gratifying 

%m authorities, wfiile the people directly affected 

are 
normally either too ignorant 

or too frightened to come to the 

Legation. 

4* I did. not consider that I could, take up the question at 

(d) above -with the da*Mi Qomnmmt* m 
regards {©}, (b), 

arid 
{c,,, 

1 wm 
satisfied that there was 

©onething in the wind mid I therefor 

wrote on dime 30 fai 
urgent note 

e a copy of which l enclose. On 

duly X Fuad Bey telephoned in studiously dlauming language that 

the report© which had reached Lie were 
greatly exaggerated but that 

certain meamir©© of 
a 

purely edipJLnistrstive order had been token 

in regard to vagrmta and suchlike of all nationalities. 

§• By the time I sew fued aey ^reonelly 
an 

duly ©» I had 

x»eason to believe that there mad been no 
compulsory enlistment of 

soldi era 
although Indu emeats had hmn held out to enlist 

voluntarily. 
On the other hand certain person© had begun to arrive 

in dedda bringing tales that Ptet Africans and hudameae had been 

varied to w 
rise and leave the country 

or worse 'will befall youf 
5 

lund 
.;<ey*s explanation 

was 
folio aa :** 

It was 
untrue, he said 

/ that 
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I 

— i “*~ - 
mm is TITTflirn" ■tEi 

that preaaura had been exerted cm foreigner© to adopt Sm*fk4£ 

nationality 
or- to mtm* mXH t*u*y mi'yrim* ihe qpmtlQn of the 

position of oeraona 
elaiMn^ fmwtm national ty wm @tUl being 

eon^idened by the .omaltt#© witich had been a«t up last year* the 

Eirig had 
f 

ho«eyei% %>piwed 
on 10 th June a 

detailed regulation 

with ©peelfto objeeta# these eere to protect the aanctity of 

the Heron in necce* by putting 
an 

end to the indieliminate 

rre-inentation of i tor no 
rellgioee purpose 

f 
of tndieireblee of 

all kinds, the idlt^ the dleeaeed# the malaed* the 4 irty 
f &e* 

to eliminate frooi Meoea people without regular 
r«eMiS. f eubelatone 

by eoffipeilieg thete to re tarn to their uomB in :a # 
ddi treble# if 

Be l ddia 
or to their countries of origin if foreign* 

6 
* 

t suggested that* if the tu’Qdi Gowemaeat would only 

publish their dcciriona, it would be muoh better# m regards 

foreigner*# generally* I said that I was alive to Um fact that 

there were eeny ritieh eubjecte aiid protectee perseae who had no 
paper® of Identity and that I should not object 

to their being 

required to regalafiae theeeelvea* provided proper netioe 
were 

given aid 
adequate %im allowed* ,/ys for persons without mease of 

subaistenee, l refrained fr«m eefiag ^et they might not 

pm&w?l?U' 

' requii^ed to leave but suggested that proper notice should in any 

omo he given* Fuad Bey observed in the first connexion that 

under the new 
regulation* 

no person eeuM be allowed to enter the 

country without propcx* papers and that pilgrims remaining 
more the 

three months after the pilgrimage would have to get pers&ita* 
m 

regards vagrants# he suggested that 
a 

few days notice wee 
quite 

enough# to which 1 demurred* 

7* 1 will not trouble you with further details of 
a 

conversation which branched off at mis stage 
on to connected but 

/not 

■ 
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not ©trtatly ©ubjecta* All that Fuad Bey told m uom B 

In iH*%mtp%m sm®tl$ 

* 

I should tayamlf valcoiaa 
& 

Mduetiofi of the of aoadaeoript euh^eets and 

protootad person© In this iUnorganised aod 
now 

impoverished 

country* In practice 
3 

however 
f 

rnim regulations 
ae 

Fuad ay 

daaorihed are certain to be either a dead, letter or 
oppressive* 

It la feasible that my note of June &Q ®m& give the 

.. 

aH' 

Government pause and that the trouble will blow over* If it doe© 

■ not X may have to tafee your inatrust!ana by telegraph* Far the 

maaa&t 1 
am 

awaiting 
a written reply to m note m& any further 

informatlori from British sources* 

X have the honour to be with to© highest reapeet. 

. v 

lr 
$ 

Your sioat obadianty 

humble servant 
P 
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8/6/17 

0 

n 

T> / 

* 

' 1 
kiU& 3 

/ *‘ 
• > 

Millieti*y of 'S0i*€lgn. 
h 
Affairs* 

Mecca* 

8 th Sh&^in l5oi* 

Oth December 1932* 

HmimP&WM Charge 
d 1 

Affaires, 

With reference to your letter 

Ho* 191 
(3363/2871/10) 

dateh 2nd Shft 9 
fetft 1381 (Hovember 30) 

regarding nationality, the authorities concerned are still 

enquiring about what is mentioned in your letter under 

reference and they will communicate to you the final 

information which they may receive in this respect* 

With highest respects, 

{Signedi Feyeal* 

Chargd 
d f 

Affaires, 

dedda* 
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EXTRACT from the Bo.441 of May 26th.i935. 

Official Commniq&G 
Ho. 8 

* 

With reference to the order abrogating the 

validity of the old papers relating to the document® of 
subject©hip to the Oa’tidi Arab Kingdom, holder© of those 

document© should report to the 
Sa'fidl Arab Ministry of 

Foreign Affair®, with 
a 

view to substituting them with 

the new one©. 

26th iluharraa 136*. (May 
2iat 1938.) 
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"I 

M 

- 
j| 

. 

m%h 4mm 

® 
21 

rtthStii - ,: Mmit f, .5 '£ 

iu. a 
itL..' 

• 
^ 7 > ^ 

Mm mimmmm %® ttm note which 'imu* 

H.lgto©s» *m 
goo<i miough %c $&&&*&& %o m** H©p« 

Gill mi the Bth h»*bm $M>% (immx&mr 6, itii) I h&m 

Vm tmsmm ^ iliai I mm t®£wmm& %htm m tom* 

ago %tm% tlwe mVbm&ittm In ^tteaa w#i'# 
putting 

jpr«»sw# 
on 

Bxltlftt* and a'ttl&h promoted ■pox*@ai,is of 

Grtg&n to Maot tdis oorntx^ wltdln t^a dn^a* 

i 4 f 
i^f^monta that mm or 

all of tteatae gmrmmw 

mr* gtmn the rnltmmmti'm of adopting' nailoaftll 

umm wmm»hm4 
m trm 

too iodopeiidsot 
aowo#o 

# 
1 otto unwilling to boliowo tnoo, 

having A^gnrd to trso uador making gtw* in fwz? iwU wm&m 

tefemnm* X h®m now* 
f 

woowivot f^tiwr 

irdToraation Of 
a 

kind wdloh I WHiot ignore# It ia 

alleged that order© in int above -sense nave in foot boon 

given «^i have begun to M onforood and that in, aor# aano® 
ppmmmw* hm boon put the persona affoeted to enter tho 

ailitarj oorrioo of tho Ua f 
Mi rovoraatnt* 

X would reialnd Tour ..oy&X liistoosa of 

trio 
oblige.ti^i imposed 

on 
tho io f 

Mi W too 

second pm*g?®ph of Article b of the dreaty of dodda* If 

ariy mtlmi fam in foot i>#en t&k«m in ,^oea but haa hoMi 

txdren by oobordiiwitoo witnont the mmctlcm of the 

QmfWjmmt 
9 

X that otOfo will be taken to re b 
train 

/them 
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umm to wiVr^ut 
mi 

mmmmmmmt of oyoh a 
im&-yu*e no to 4top#l %m al^m will ob lias boon, eroabed Mmg 

BrlMoJi Mid. &Pltinh pemmw* It 
oa %h® um^ 

lb la %&w baab Q®mmmm.n% iutTo issued m& ordoro of bb# 

&irid &ilogo4. 
# 

I wuld ofik bo bo infomod of thofr pmmlm 

m%us* mm w®ul& mk tfmt VmU* exmutlm may m 
mmpemkm mUX f 

a&¥^ mm able, bo tmitmll Hi® 

la th# Uni tod ],ingdom 

# bonding ite roeeift of n 
frost tbo aovoi-irimnt 

of Ml® Hiag i‘#ganiUUig tblo ooriow matter, 

I gi&k® tuo moot 4-#fial'te r®®#nmtlcw m mg®&4M %tm 
%m&&£ 

as-mi m&borl&l of th® oetlon* 
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'% 
■ 

Refet'ence to 
previous correspondence 

: 
1/^77 > Jedda deapatoh H o. 303 o f 4th July 1983. 

Description of Enclosure. 

Name and Date. Subject. 

To 
: 

Hie Hoyal Hi$in»88f Attitude of local author!tiee 

The 
Sa'&U 

Hinlstep for touard British and British 

Forei^ Affaire* protected persons in Ba # 
ddi 

Note Ho. 95 of 
14/7/33, 

Arabia* 

3479 7650 ( 2 ) 
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(200173.539/1?) 

14th July 19BIU 

Jedda. 

lour Royal S|^smim» 

After Ocmplteemta, 

Xu sty urgent 
note No*67 of June 30 X had 

tii.e honour to draw the attention of Your Royal liighm^i to 

In Mecca wmm 
putting premmm on Britieh and British 

proteeted persons there to adopt Sa’ddi nationality* On 
July 

£ His Excellency the Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs m 
good enou#i to fferstifth 

me r^ith eertain explamitions toe 

general effect of 
^ 

hich was that regulations had bean drawn 

up on toe 1G1: Safar to put 
an end to vmricms abuse 

a/that 

no pressure was 
being used to induce foi^igners to adopt 

3a s 
&41 nationality 

or to enter toe BaMcli military service 

against their will* X untieretood fund Bey to say that the true 

facts would be established In the near 
fttture eitoer by 

a 
reply 

to my note of June 30 or 
by 

a 
public announcement. 

Sincethe date of my conversation with 

His Kxcollemy tii© i^eputy minister X 
nave heard further 

reports of 
a 

dlsduieling nature, although I sm 
happy to say 

that they have been less numerous. It is for instance being 

stated that the military situation In the southern province 

has caused the authorities to enlist Africans for service 

there, 
a 

report which I mymlt do not believe but which has 

disturbed the minds of many persona* It la also stated that 

British and British 

• 
ro tec ted persons have been told that 

toeir licenses to drive motor-cars cannot be renewed unless 
/they 

reports that had reached me to toe effect that the authorities 

but 

hi© Royal Highness 
t 

The Minister for oreign Affairs* 
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they adopt Sa^dl nationality, nltkmx^ip 
m far ns I m 

awn**#, no 
ne^xlatlona haw h#nn published prt>hlhitinii 

fowignors fncxa engaging In that oomipation* 

1 am 
naturally anxious to be able to reassure my 

oompatriota and also to cm^lete the infomation v/hich I sent 

to ny ^ioverrsaent .after m& conversation with FfeM Boy, I shall 

trersfore ho grateful if ¥our Uoyal Hi^hnaso 
can no return 

a 
reply to .my note and can 

furnish 
me with conies of any recent 

regulations bearing 
on the subjects dealt with in it and with 

the issue of driving license 
a to foreign chauffeurs. 

1th highest respects. 
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e 
v 

f 

K 

f 

^ In any furiher communication on this subject, please quote 
N °- 

$oAi'3J(-. 

and address —not to any per ion qy name, but to— ' “The Under-Secretary of State,” Foreign Office, London, S.W. I. 

THE Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs presents "his 

compliments to 

^JciUi 

'dtA. 

an 
^> by direction of the Secretary of State, 

transmits herewith 
cop^ 

of the under-mentioned papers 

Foreign Office, 
3oc£ 

» 
193 

iv-i 

0 

Reference to 
previous correspondence 

: ■J!ub~ 

H..' 

e.2. 

yui'/st ty&tUtJvA 

Description of Enclosure. 

\ : 

14—6130 7690 ( 2 ) ■ > 
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4% 

at 0 
437 

• No 

- 

(soaa'MTi/B) 

HIS Majesty’s 
Choral d*Affaires 

at Jadua, 

■ 
' 

o 

y 5 

■=: o 

presents his compliments to 
Hi® 

; 

I*lllClpEX ..,OCret»Cu*y 

. 

‘tat® 
for Foreign Affaire* 

and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned documents. 

British 

dedda. 

, 

i9^.* 

Reference to 
previous correspondence: 

tTeddr. tel^,TT«© no*l96 of 29th October 1932a 

Description of Enclosure. 

Name and Date. 

la; 

Hie ;%oyal Uii^bneeo 

lb® lUnleter for i ! 
orcign 

Affair©# 
Ko*m*^aov9^2o?a/^> 

29ta Octobex* 190G# 

Subject. 

^ationaiity hair of lied^aa* 

3479 5898 ( 
2 
) 

— 

' 
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mmmm BWiiniBMiiiMiiiii up iiiiiin 

Ko.m. (aOT9/287i/6) 
-iritieh taxation, 

v 
€«cltic^ 

• 
29th Oetob«i* 1932* 

Your Eoyal iiighaoaa, 

/vfter uompHaerite 
f 

I l#arn with mm» surprioe that the author! tite 

In I'eoea te^ndii^ tram fomtga recldmita the lm;.radiate 

production or docmaent^y proof of the foreign nationaiity 

to which they lay ciaiu 
5 

granting them only 16 day® 
1 grace 

In which to produce such eridance and. facing them with two 

alternatives in the event of failure.^ either to adopt 

UGjmi nationality 
or to leave the country within thx»e« 

non t his 
# 

g. I iiieo learn that the authorities are wl their awing 

anct 
retaining- @uoh documentai’y evidence of their foreign 

nationality 
as theoe resident® produce* 

$ 
# 

jyi there are namy iritiah ahhieot® and Briti»h- 

protected persons resident In : eoca^ not all of whom hold 

doouiienta 
attesting their status 

(a temporary laelc wtdoh 

cannot in law alter the fact of 
statue}# 

I tmm the honour 

to enquire whether Your Eoyal IUghneesi is in 
a 

position to 

assure me at onee that sued action# either in whole or In 

part# is not being taken; 
or 

that, if taken# it 1© 

unauthorised and will cease at once, any documents taken 

being retumea to their owners* 

4« In the contrary event# 1 must sake all reserves 

in respect of the effect© of such action# widen 1 could only 

regard 
m 

contrary to the spirit of the t,aw of i.atioaality 

ftyw-i the statejivents made by iheykh Ydsuf Ydito to his 
Majesty*s 

Minister 
on the 4th February 1961* 

fith higliest respects# 

His toyal .iighnees# 
V 

me Finis ter for Foreign Affairs. 

0 
$ * 6 i *Ji X 

• s» i«t* 

73Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/2105. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100040658996.0x00004a

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100040658996.0x00004a?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Coll 6/38 'Saudi-Arabia: Position and National Status of British subjects and
protected persons.' [37v] (74/174)

74Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/2105. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100040658996.0x00004b

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100040658996.0x00004b?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Coll 6/38 'Saudi-Arabia: Position and National Status of British subjects and
protected persons.' [38r] (75/174)

No. 
433.(3101/2871/7) 

/>iV- 

HIS Majesty’s CbaTO^ 
d 9 

A^falXHI0 at 

>uO 

si'edda 

■■■■■■ 

© 
3^ 

presents his compliments 
to Hie UaJOBty 

f o 
Principal docretary ot Statu 

and has the honour to transmit to him the 
un 

for Foreign Affairo. 
under-mentioned documents. 

British... 

, 

i93.?« 

Reference to 
previous correspondence: 

Joddn Peepatch No*437| 

r 

3060/887l/5) 
of 29th October 1932# 

Description of Enclosure. 

Name and Date. Subject. 

From : 

Kio Royal Highneee^ 
d’he Lliriicter for Foreign 
Affaire#. 
i:ote 

Ho.10/1/62 
of 3l8t 00t< 

> 1932# 
Rationality Law of Hedjaia* 

xO S 

Hie Royal liigtmes©* 
The Rlnieter for Foreign 
Affaire* 
1(0.176 ( 3100/2371/7) 

of 
Slid November 1932. 

3479 SM (2) 

■ 

’ 
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•a 
a 

vQ&r^ I;, 

.. 
-'• 

l 

*.‘W% 
*' -) : 

f 
» ' 

W- 

, , 

76Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/2105. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100040658996.0x00004d

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100040658996.0x00004d?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Coll 6/38 'Saudi-Arabia: Position and National Status of British subjects and
protected persons.' [39r] (77/174)

(g) 3083/2871/637 

10/1/62 Ministry 
for Foreign Affaire, 

falf, 

3lat October 193B 

let Ha^ab 1351# 

Honoui’able Charge 1*Affaire©, 

In reply to your urgent 

letter !io#17i of 28th Jumad ath-Thftni 1581 (29th 
October 1932) 

conceriling aea&uree talcen by the authorities concerned at 

:CCCM in respect of residents there claiming (foreign) 

nationality, I inform Your Honour that I see no reason 
for the ©urpz’iae expreesed by you in your above mentloiied 

letter at an action taken by the authorities concerned with 

a view to ascertaining the claim© of people who allege 

themselves to be foreign national©* 

Xhl© action is the concern of 

the local authorities and It ia in accordance with the 

terms of the law laid down for the investigation 
ae to 

whether persons claiming foreign nationality 
are correct la 

their claim or not* fhe authorities concerned will doubtless 

continue their work in pursuance of the provisions of the 

original regulation concerning nationality and its 

modification* If they have ©eked for the production of 

foreign nationality document© held by the people concerned, 

this is done with 
a 

view to ascertaining the validity of 

the claim© 
ae above mentioned* 

with highest respects* 

Yhe honourable respectable 
(©gad) 

Fey cal* 
Mr 

f 
Hope Gill 

s 
M* 3* K* Charge d * 

Affal rd©, Jedda* 
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{zioo/mW?} 

r,eg&U0n» 

StmI Kove^ber 

Your Royal iligtao©^ 

i<S%mv 

In reply to Your Royal HigtatM* note 
no»lty'l/&£ 

of trie let Raja^ (ectODor $l)» I Haw Uw Honour to point out 

that in my note X eapreeaM ssyeelf 
an ooncem,^ with 

the reported demand for the i^uO 

l 

di.ate production of proof of 

nationality* under certain eendltlone to which X particularly 

referred# Your loyal uighnesia' reply does not enlighten 
me 

either an this point 
or as to these conditions# 

S* X therefore haw the honour to enquire again* for 

the early information of my government, wiiother the authorities 

art indeed demanding the imiaediate production of proofs of 

mritiah atntaas, %*htther the demand is being accompanied by the 

conditions reported in paragraph 1 of w note and 

wlMti-ier ©uoh proof 
as 

la produced is being retained by the 
authorities, 

at 
reported in paragraph 2 of ay note* 

With highest respects* 

C*a#t§MS BWdm 

His oyal Highness* 

fhe MM star for Foreign Affairs* 
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% 
39 

mam HHi HHMEMSSPiMMHNPP 1 - r . 

NO.463. (3366/3871/11} 
JJiBJjA. 

50th November 1952* 

Sir, 
l^ 

1 

In siy printea lettex* Ilo*45@ of the 2nd HoveMber I 

transmitted to you a 
translation of the Ba^cii government’s 

reply to my enquiry of the 29th October as to certain 
measures 

which were 
being taken in Meeea to apply the Hejaz Nationality 

Saw* A copy of my further note of the Bud November 
was attached* 

2. Having received no 
reply, t took occasion of Fuad bey 

H&mssa 1 a presence in Jedda on ICovember 16 to question him. He 

denied having 
seen my second note, explaining that it might 

well have missed him owing to hi© recent movements between T&if 

and Mecca, bhough far from satisfied with this explanation, I 

did not labour the point, for Fuad bey undertook to study my 

note on Ms return to Mecca and to ensure that it was answered. 

Meanwhile he gave me a 
verbal assurance that zay information 

regarding the nationality Committee’s activities In Mecca was. 

so far 
as he knew, incorrect. I replied, that I had withheld my 

first note until 1 had satisfied myself that my information 
was 

substantially accurate and that i should therefore be glad if 

ha would look well into the matter before my note was 
answered, 

since my object 
was to keep 

my Government fully and accurately 

informed* fhis he promised to do. I am still however without 
a 

reply. 

5* nevertheless it seems that the Committee’s activities 

ceased in the early days of this month, after it had completed 

its survey of the Mu’abda quarter of Mecca, in which almost the 

only foreign residents are Hadhramie. About the same time it 

was learned privately that the Amir of deada had received orders 

to constitute a similar Cojasdtuse ana that the Mayor of Jedda 
/had 

Hi© Majesty’s Principal 
..a 

eretary of btate 

for Foreign Affairs. 
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haci advised his accountant^ who happens to he 
a 

British subject, 

to naturalise himself 
an 

Hejassi* Ho effect has yet been given to 

these orders, however, and my latest information is to the effect 

that the whole matter has been referred to 
RiyUdh* 

4« I do not regard this step 
as 

securing 
more than a 

breathing- 

space, rhe foreign elements in the population of .iecca and J'edda 

m*e 
considerable and their existence gives grounds for 

a 
degree of 

foreign consular intervention which this Government resent, 

eepecially in regard to Mecca* Certain of these elements, such a© 

the west African for instance, also present 
an economic problem in 

hard times* I do not think we shall be very far wrong if we take it 

as axiomatic that the government would like to naturalise 
as 

Hejassis 

all foreign elements of value to them and to get rid of the rest.I 

think it probable therefore that the Committee will resume its work 

before long and with these two objects still in view* but that it© 

methods will be modified. It remains to be seen how the necessary 

element of threat will be used. 

5* fhe attitude which this Legation should adopt 
seems to be clear 

up to a 
point, namely that of insisting that sufficient time is 

allowed for the obtaining of confirmation of any claim to British 

nationality, but it may be necessary to seek your instructions 

beyond that point, should this Government cling to their objectives 

and prove intractable. 

6* There is one exues ulon however which seems to require immediate 

consideration, that of Iladhramia. A few hold British passports, the 

majority hold no 
documentary evidence of nationality. Then these 

apply to this Legation for papers, as 
they well may, their names 

and particulars will be referred to the Chief Commissioner at Aden, 

but I know of 
no 

existing form of passport with will oh they 
can be 

issued /Hot 
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$©£ only would an 
unsatisfactory local situation eu»ise, in which 

) 

some iiadhramis who happen to have obtained .British passports in 

their travels would he regarded 
as 

foreign subjects 
or 

protected 

persons, while the rest would be classified by this Government 

as 
hejasis, but political repercussions might also be felt if 

and when Ibn Ge’M begins to extend his sphere of influence to 

the H&dhramaut coast* I am not at all clear to what extent we 

control or 
”protect 

5 ’ 
that series of secluded valleys and petty 

sultanates, 
nor 

how, except in Egypt, the somewhat ineeterminate 

status of its adventurous natives is regarded by other 

Governments in relation to His 
Majesty’s 

Governments. Here, 

however, the 
question takes on a 

special character and possibly 

special importance. I shall be 
grateful, therefore, for guidance 

as to wh&t attitude should be observed towards the Ha’ddi Arab 

Government in dealing with unavoidable questions which involve 

Hadhraai nationality, and what effective documentary proof of 

such nationality can 
properly be given to those whom the Chief 

Commissioner at Aden certifies to be Hadhramie. 

I have the honour to be with the 

highest respect. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient, 

humble servant, 
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14-6130 7441 ( 2 ) 

In anv further communication cn this subject, pleaee quote 
s-'Tiq.yri 

Sou* 0,7^ 

■ and address—«o< to any •person by name, but t(o— t 
“'J he Under-Secretary of State,” Foreign Office, London, S.W. i. 

/• 
o / 

/ 
(^’4 

£ 

AA(^ 

Put 

. . 

O 

r 
r 11K Under-Secretary of State for 

Foreign Affairs presents liis 
^ 

compliments 
to 

Ail 
JUtUh Xflf^tDCU/ 

^ 

'“‘i and, by direction of 

the^ 

Secretary of State, 
ZZ-/'? 

transmits herewith cop Uhi of the under-mentioned paper. 

Foreign 
Office,^ 

U’-’ 

Description of Enclosure. 

Name and Date. Subject. 

{, 

, 

y 
MiSl 

(v^ 

sure. j 

^Aa 

.(^•32, 

Cbvvv 

- 
aw 

CbUxltuK--, - 

>{. fist 

\t 

0i 

ov-o^ 
\H Ni^i 

\tfl 

Is 

- 

Otfi-"' 

! 

r; 

b 

>e,s>' 

ot 

- 

Similar letter sent to 
c^o 
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Copy 

(T 14181/8045/378) 

SHHHHHRMMHPHPS 
fX 

NO DISTRIBUTION 
. 

Code telegram to Mr. Hope-Gill (Jedda). 

Foreign Office. December 6th, 1932. 1.32 p.m. 

No. 152 
(R). 

Your telegram No. 196 (of 
October 

29th). 

You are 
authorised to issue passports 

as British 

protected persons to Hadramis where necessary. 

Conditions under which this should be done 
were 

discussed between Sir A. Ryan and Mr. Champion last 

year and are embodied in record of discussion in 

Legation archives. 

ENCLOSURE IN WEEKLY LESTJi 
No. *SJL '.ISC.:/ 1832 

FROM SECRETARY, POLITICAL 
SECRET DEPT. ItiliA OFFICE 
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(R7682) Wt 15933/2537 10,000 2) 11/30 H & Sp Gp 112 

ip wihphpip * mm ww 'i * 1 ■n-jii 
i 

B 
12 b 

Communications 
on 

thfc 
su should be addressed to— 

I 

The Under Secretary of 
|>tate, 

Colonial Office 
London 

and the following number quoted 
: 

7227 

E, 
S 

1.^103.2 
^ 

NDON, S.W.l, 

z 

r 
c 

Subj< 
ct: 

£—p* 
)ff 

i;;: 

Reference 
to 

previous correspondence: 
^ 

^ * 

■ 

% 

Letter 

j^ 

m 
the Gohnv'd Office of the 

t 
' 

Transmitted by direction of the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

A copy has also been sent to the 

y Zl^ 

Colonial Office, Downing Street, 

2 8 

*dtY£**dji* 

193 

/o 
/o 
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7227 

26 Kov« 

> 

;:‘ber 
9 

9609a/32 1932 

MN»«~ •<n* 

Bir, 

I am 
directed, by Secretary 

Sir Philip 

Owni.i ff©~Listar to acknowledge the receipt 
o f yo«r 

letter T12722/8045/376 
of the 23rd November relative to 

tee oosition of natives of t’ne Hadraraaut in Saudi 
Arabia. 

p; 
* 

1 
” 

to request you to infom Secretary 

Sir John Simon that Sir Philin Cunliff.-Lister 
concur 

in t'-e 
rone sal to inform Sr.Hone Gill by tele ran in 

tlie sense of paragraph 3 of your letter under renly. 

1 am. 

Mr, 

i'our obedient servant. 

Earned) 

O, o, r. 
W/U(AM* 

.m 
,H SdCKJT.,AiiY 01 

P0RH3IGN 0FPIC.S, 
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s 

■HnBMHMMMI 

Register No. 
P.z. 

SECRET. 
7112/32 POLITICAL DEPARTMENT. 

from 
Foreign Office 

Dated 

^TTctTT 

23rd Nov., 
19 

32. 

Formally acknowledged 

Date. Initials. SUBJECT. 

To 

Chairman Saudi Arabia. 

• 
National Status of Hadramist^ 

Foreign Office propose to authorise 
His 

Maiesty 
! s 

Cnarge d 
! 
Affaires at 

# 
Jedda to issue passports to Hadramis 

as 
British protected 

persons. 

Under Secretary 

Secretary of State... 

Committee 

Under Secretary./... 

Secretary of State.... 

M ̂ 

>0 

Copy of to 
C 

a 
y/ EH 

FOR USE BY DEPARTMENTS ONLY. 

Draft letter to F.O.concurring. 

rl 3EC1952 

tty. 
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1212 5 CC 0 9.32 

P.Z.7112/32 

Minute Paper. Department. 

T<t 
v ' X 

^ 
r^cU ^ ^ 

, 
r /> / 

A^ 77 

C^r^a>t J~r■ 
f 

Please refer to P.Z,4666/32 relating to Census 

of male inhabitants of the Hedjaz* 

The question of the national status of Hadramis 

in the Hedjaz has been raised in 
an 

ac^ute 
form by 

the action of the Saudi Government at Mecca who 
are 

demanding from all resident foreigners documentary 

proof of nationality, giving those foreigners who 
are 

unable to produce such proof within 15 days the option 

between adopting Hedjazi nationality 
and leaving the 

country within three months. 

Since 1929 natives of the Hadramaut have not 

been treated 
as 

British protected 

persons^In 

the 
same 

way as 
natives of the other Dependencies of Aden 

on 
the ground that the territories to which they belong 

are 
not ’’British Protectorates” but “States under 

o British protection”; but^as 
the Resident at Aden 

has recently pointed out^the 
treaties between His 

Majesty*s 
Government and the Chiefs in the Aden 

political sphere who 
are 

under British protection 

a.re 
all similar in form and 

intention^and 
there 

appears to be 
no 

justification for 
a 

distinction 

between the "Aden Protectorate" and the "Hadramaut". 

These treaties contain 
a 

clause conferring 
on 

the 

£hief and his 
rfependencies 

"Gracious favour and 

protection", 
and 

although there 
are 

Chiefs in the 

Hadramaut with whom 
we 

have 
no 

treaties, most of 

the 

territoryeain 
this relationship to His 

Majesty’s 
Government. 

Actually^ 
since neither the 

Hadramaut 
nor 

the other 

dependencies 

of Aden 
are 

administered territories both 
are 

strictly speaking 

rather under British protection" 
than "British 

Protectorates"/ 
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■ 
> • 

Protectorates”, 
but it is desirable and has become 

customary to treat natives of the Aden Protectorate 

as 
British protected 

persons^and 
it is fair that 

Hadramis should be similarly treated. 

Subject to the views of the Colonial Office 

and of this 
Office, 

the 
Foreign Office propose to 

authorise His 
Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires at Jedda 

by telegram to issue passports to Had rami s^ where 

required 
as 

British protected 
persons. Before the 

appearance ofthe Foreign Office circular of 10th 

March last which laid down 
separate regulations for#* 

^^^^atives 

of the ’’Aden Protectorate” and of the 
Hadramaut^a 

direct arrangement had been made between 

the Resident at Aden and the Minister at Jedda that 

His 
Majesty’s Legation should issue such passports 

where proper and necessary, and full details of the 

procedure to be followed have been arranged locally. 

* It may be mentioned that in 1914 
(TT 

was 
considered desirable to treat natives of all the 

Aden 
dependencies 

as 
British protected 

persons and, 

about the 
same 

time and for political 
reasons 

arising 

out ofthe war, even 
natives cf the Yemen. 

r~ 

Subject to the. views of the Colonial-Office 

is 
r~lac/ 

ia*. we may 

concur..w^i^bheforeign 
Office proposal and., 

a 
draft letter-to the Foreign Office in this 

sense 

is submitted. 

^ % % 
n 

\ 

JOi&c 

f a 
—■»-#/ 
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100,‘J 4000 7.31 

Draft Paper. 

P.Z.7112/32 

s HI 

\ 

Department. 

U.S.S.. 
F.O, 

ENCLOSURE in WI 
c 

ki y letter 

Nc ^ 
4 9 3 

' 

1932 

FROM ; I ” 
Y 
. 

■' M; 'I 
AND 

SEC E 1 
LCPi. t^ ^ Oi 

rlCE 

COPY SEMI TO 

oJj±- 44 

y 

^ 

-1 DEC 1932 

Sir, 

With reference to F.O.letter 

No.T 12722/8045/378 of 23rd November, 

1932, relative to the position of 

natives of the Hadramaut in Saudi 

Arabia, I 
am 

directed by the 

Secretary of State for India to say 

that, subject to the views of the 

Secretary of State for the Colonies, 

he 
concurs 

in the proposal of the 

Secretary of State for Foreign 

Affairs to inform His 
Majesty 

! s 
Charge' 

d*Affaires at Jedda by 

telegram that he is authorised where 

required to issue 
passports to 

natives of the Hadramaut 
as 

British 

protected 
persons. 

^ A copy of this letter is 

being sent to the Colonial Office. 

(Sd.) j. C. 
WATJT®S> 
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In any further communication ai^his 
subject, please quote 

No T 
12722/8045/378 

and address— 
not to any person by name, 

but to— 
“ The Under-Secretary of State," Foreign Office, 

London, S.W.l. 

IMMEDIATE, 

Sir, 

\JO 
Foreign Office. 

S.W. 1. 

23rd November 
$ 

1932. 

With reference to the letter from this Department, 

No. T 
8045/8045/378, 

of the 20th July last, I am 
directed 

by Secretary Sir John Simon to transmit to you, herewith, 

to be laid before Secretary Sir Samuel Hoare, 
a copy of 

a 
telegram from His 

Majesty^ Charg£ d*Affaires at Jedda 

relative to the position of natives of the Hadramaut in 

Saudi Arabia. 

2. While in Foreign Office circular, No. T 
2117/593/578 

of the 10th March last, 
a copy of which was enclosed in 

Foreign Office letter of March 22nd last, 
a 

distinction is 

drawn between natives of the Aden Protectorate and natives 

of the Hadramaut, the Resident and Commander-in-Chief at 

Aden has, 
as Sir Samuel Hoare is aware, recently suggested 

that the distinction of name between the two territories 

should be obliterated, and that all the tribes and tribal 

areas hitherto spoken of as 
being in the Hadramaut should in 

future be spoken of as in the Aden Protectorate, since they 

are in fact in the same relation to His 
Majesty* 

s Government 

in the United Kingdom 
as the tribes of the Aden Protectorate 

and since the whole area is supervised from Aden. 

3. You will remember that the difference in treatment 

in regard to travel facilities between natives of the Aden 

Protectorate and natives of the Hadramaut 
was 

made, in 1929, 

on the ground that the states of which the latter 
are 

subjects 

are not British protectorates but states under British 
protection/ 

The Under Secretary of State, 

India Office. 

ENCLOSURE IN WEEKLY letter 

no. 
4 8 it OtfXLJl 

FRO'I 
PFORETARY, POUTICAL AND 

r:e p 
' 

: 
a,7 \ office 
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protection (see Foreign Office letter No. T 
9240/6S62/378, 

of the 5th September 1929). 
In view however of the opinion 

now 
expressed by Colonel Reilly, and as Hadramis in Saudi 

Arabia may be called upon to produce documentary proof of 

their nationality at short notice. Sir John Simon proposes, 

subject to Sir Samuel Hoare*s concurrence, to inform Mr. 

Hope Gill by telegram that he is authorised where required to 

issue passports to natives of the Hadramaut 
as 

British 

Protected Persons. Sir John Simon understands from Sir Andrew 

Ryan, His 
Majesty’s 

Minister at Jedda, that 
a 

direct arrangement 

was reached between himself and Colonel Reilly before the issue 

of the Foreign Office Circular referred to above, to the effect 

that His Majesty’s Legation at Jedda should issue such passports 

where proper and necessary. The conditions under which the 

passports should be issued 
were discussed with Mr. Champion, 

the Protectorate Secretary at Aden, during 
a 

visit to Jedda 

and full details of the procedure to be followed, e.g. in regard 

to consulting the Residency at Aden in individual cases, are on 

record at His 
Majesty’s Legation. 

4. A similar letter has been addressed to the 

Colonial Office. 

I am. 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 
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NO DISTRIBUTION. 

Decode. H.M's. Charge d’Affaires, (Jedda), 

29th Octoher 

s 
1952 

9»00 
a»m. 

R„ 9o50 
a«.in. 

No-196. 
(R). 

20th 0oto"ber 
? 

1952, 

29th October, 1952 

-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o- 

Your telegram No.86* 

Indian Vice Consul reports from Mecca that official ad hoc 

committee is demanding from all resident foreigners documentary 

proof of nationality, retaining proofs presented and allowing 

remainder 15 days grace for 
presentation, failing which they must 

choose between adopting Hejazi nationality and leaving the country 

within three months. 

Having made 
sure 

that report is accurate I have addressed 
a 

note to the Minister for Foreign Affairs asking whether he can 

assure me 
that suoh action is not being taken or 

if taken is unauthorised 

authorised and will be at 
once 

stopped and remedied, adding that 

in the contrary event I must make all reserves in respect of the 

action v/hich I regard 
as 

contrary to the spirit of nationality 

law and language held by Sheikh Yusuf Yasin to Minister in 1951 

- 
see 

despatoh No*47* 

It is unfortunate 
(though 

not I think 
premediated) 

that the 

first to suffer in Mecca have been Hadhramis who inhabit the 

quarter first tackled by committee* If Saudi Government persist 

in action it may be possible to include them 
generally not 

specifically 
in our 

reaction covering British subjects and 
protected 

ed 
persons’ property. 

Posi tion 

V.- 
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Position here is complicated hy the fact that many 
leading 

Hadhramis possess British passports issued at Addis Ababa, Batavia 

etc*, while I understand this Legation is debarred from issuing* 

Position of all however may be endangered by reported 

intention of Saudi Government to evict foreigners wholesale« 

It is hardly conceivable that they 
can, >ut threat supported by 

some 
deportations 

may suffice to make oonsiderable numbers 

renounce 
foreign status which is probably the Government’s main 

objective* I may have to seek your instructions as to how far 

I can go in combatting this* 
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In any further communication on this subject, please quote 
No. 

,d address —not to any person By name, but / to 0 
No 

- 

7T fc usy 
3 

and address —not to any person By 
name, but to— ̂  TJVe Under-Secretary of State,” Foreign Office, London, S.W. i. 

| 
P 

z. 

, 

4 

a 

M2 
r^j, 

THE Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs presents his 
ifX compliments to 

sC^aMJa 

> 

^'KjcLlcl, 

an( 
^> by direction of the Secretary 

of State, 

transmits herewith cop^f of the under-mentioned papers 

Foreign Office, p*f 

Reference to 
previous correspondence 

: sQMU'bjy, 
T 

&*us^iou*~j/ay? 

Description of Enclosure. 

Name and Date. Subject. 

14—0130 6353 (2) 
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(T 8742/8045/378) 

No.281. 
JEDDA, 

(191^1748/5) 
July 5th, 1932 

Sir, 

His 
Majesty*s 

With reference to my despatch No.261 of June 21, 

I have the honour to enclose herewith in translation 

extracts from a 
regulation regarding the proposed 

census 

of the male inhabitants of the Hejaz towns which was 
published in the Umm-al-Qura of June 24. The regulation 

is, 
as 

usual, undated but it is stated to have been 

sanctioned by high decree in pursuance of a 
decision of 

the Legislative Council of June 13 and 
a 

minute by the 

Political section of the Royal Diwan of June 16. 

2. The enclosed extracts give the more 
important 

articles of the regulation 
as it affects the general 

public. The other articles deal with the machinery 

for taking the census, the forms to be used and the steps 

to be taken against persons 
furnishing false information 

or 
refusing to give the required particulars. 

3. Broadly speaking the machinery is to consist 

of 
a central committee, three sub-committees for Mecca 

(which 
are to include Sheykhs of quarters and notables 

nominated by the central 
committee) 

and similar subcommittees 

committees in sufficient numbers elsewhere. The 

sub-committees are to collect full particulars regarding 

natives and foreigners and the central committees are 

to draw up in due course returns showing each of these 

categories/ 

Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 
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categories separately. A scale of remuneration for 

the suh-committees is to he fixed later. Persons giving 

false information are made hahle to a fine of from five 

to one 
hundred riyals 

or 
imprisonment of from one to 

twenty days. Persons refusing information 
are to he 

warned and threatened with imprisonment in the first 

instance and, if still recalcitrant, to he actually 

imprisoned until they comply. 

I have, etc. 

(Signed) 
ANDREW RYAN 
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COPY. 
TRANSLATION OF EXTRACT FROM THE UMM-AL-QURA Mo.593 

. 

of 19th Safar 1351 (June S4 ) 

REGULATION OF CENSUS. 

SL 

The Committee in charge of the Census hereby 

announces to all inhabitants of the He^az the text of 

the following Regulation of Census which will be comnlied 

with and which has already been decided and agreed upon 

by the Legislative Assembly under No.23 dated 8th Safar 

1351 
(June 13). 

A High Decree has also been issued 

sanctioning this regulation in accordance with 
a 

minute by 

the Political Section of the Royal Diwan 
No.26/1/6 

dated 

the 11th Safar 
(June 16) 

for the information of the 

public and the enforcement of its contents 

ARTICLE 1. A general 
census of male persons resident 

in Hejazi towns will be made within 
a 

period not 

exceeding two months. 

ARTICLE 2 
. 

This census will be divided into two 

parts, 
one for natives and the other for foreigners who are 

residents in this country; the action in respect of both 

shall be taken simultaneously. 

ARTICLE 3 
. 

This census must include the following 

particulars: 

1. Race. 
2. Nationality. 

3. Names of males in the family and 
a special 

census paper shall be given 
to each one of them. 

4. Name of father and surname and name of grandfather if known. 
5. Date of Birth according to the Arabic 

calendar and age. 
6. Place of Residence. 
7. Place of birth. 
8. Literate 

or 
illiterate. 

9. Married 
or 

single. 
10. Profession and or 

business. 
11. Permanent 

or 
temporary resident. 

ARTICLE 7./ 
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ARTICLE 7. The Sheykh of the quarter will distribute 

these forms amongst the heads of families and the persons 

residing in his quarter and the people concerned shall fill 

in these forms within 
a 

period of three days at latest, 

ARTICLE 8 
. 

These forms should be signed in person and 

sealed by the heads of families and persons concerned 

in each quarter; they should be returned direct by these 

persons to the sub-committees in charge of the quarter, 

ARTICLE 9, Each of these forms is for one male individual 

only and will be distributed on this basis. 

ARTICLE 10, Forms for persons who have no 
dwelling-place 

beggars and others similar persons will be given to their 

Sheykhs who will be instructed to take action in this 

respect similar to the action of the Sheykhs of the quarters. 

Two persons from his section will be appointed to assist 

the Sheykh. 

ARTICLE 12 

. 
As regards vagabonds and others who previously 

committed crimes and do not belong to Sheykhs responsible 

for them and have 
no connection with the country, their 

supervision and census will be carried out by the central 

police in the capital and by the police administrations 

in the districts in accordance with 
a 

regulation to be 

made specially for them and which is under discussion. 

ARTICLE 17 

. 

The head of the family must fill the empty 

spaces in the form under his signature and on his 

responsibility in respect of minors or members of the 

family absent from the Kingdom 
or in the case of guests 

servants or in any other cases in which the person concerned 

cannot fill up the form. 
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COPY 

. No.282 
(1961/1748/6). 

(T.8725/8045/378) 

P. Z. 

4'i f 
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His 
Majesty’s Minister at Jedda presents his 

compliments to H.M.Principal Secretary 
of State for Foreign 

Affairs and has the honour to transmit to him the undermentioned 

mentioned documents. 

British Legation, 

Jedda, 

Hejaz. 
July 5th,1932. 

Description of Enclosure. 

Name and Date. 

Circular memorandum by His 
Majesty’s 

Minister at Jedda 

of July 5th, 1932. 

Subject. 

Census of the male 

population in the Hejaz. 

Copies sent to: The High 

Commissioner, Palestine; The 

Governor of the Straits 

Settlements; the Governor General 

of the Sudan; the Acting Governor 

of the Somaliland Protectorate; 

the Residents at Aden and Bushire; 

The Governor, Nigeria; The 

Governor Gold Coast Colony; The 

Political Agents at Koweit, 

Bahrain and Muscat; The Secretary 

of the Interior, Pretoria, the 

Government of India in the 

Foreign and Political Department. 

121Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/2105. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100040658996.0x00007a

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100040658996.0x00007a?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Coll 6/38 'Saudi-Arabia: Position and National Status of British subjects and
protected persons.' [61v] (122/174)

122Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/2105. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100040658996.0x00007b

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100040658996.0x00007b?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Coll 6/38 'Saudi-Arabia: Position and National Status of British subjects and
protected persons.' [62r] (123/174)

Circular Memorandum by His 
Majesty’s 

Minister at Jedda 

for the information of authorities of countries of origin of 

British and British Protected persons frequenting the Hejaz 

otherwise than with the immediate object of making the 

pilgrimage and leaving immediately after it. 

The Hejazi Government have ordered at short 

notice a census of all male inhabitants of towns in the 

Hejaz. One of the main objects is to determine the 

proportion of foreigners. This may possibly lead to a 

rush of applications for passports by persons claiming to be 

British or British Protected. If 
so the necessary 

applications will, in order to save 
labour, be sent to the 

authorities of the countries of origin 
on 

printed forms 
(not yet 

drafted) containing 
a reference to this circular. 
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THE Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs presents his 

compliments to 
^'y^oiLco 

an( 
^’ direction of the Secretary of State, 

transmits herewith cop^/ of the under-mentioned papery 

Foreign Office, 

SO^L 

, 

19S1. 

Reference to 
previous correspondence 

: 

Descriptiofi of Enclosure. 

Name and Date. 
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Similar letter sent to 
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(T 8045/'>045/578) 

HO DISYkIBUTIOH 

Sir A* Ryan (Jedda) 

5th July, 1932 

D* 7*50 p.m* 5th July, 1932 

R. 9*15 p*m. 5th July, 1932 

Ho. 114. 
(R). 

Hejkz Government are 
taking at short notice census 

of male inhabitants of tovms. Measure is in itself unobjectionable 
objectionable but much difficulty is likely to arise over 

cases of dual or doubtful nationality etcetera as one of 

main objects is to establish proportion of foreigners* I 

require rulings 
on 

following questions, first of which is 

more 
urgent:- 

(a) 
Should I ask that forms to be filled up by 

persons employed in legation may be sent through me? 
(b 

If as is possible 
measure is preluue to attempt 

to eject certain categories of foreigners, 
can we claim right 

of residence for British subjects and protected persons 
(e.g* 

British protected Hadhrarais)? 
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■HM 

Copy* 

No. 261. 

(T 8266/8045/378) 
JEBI)A 

. 
Jane 21st, 1932. 

Sir, 

The Umm-al-Qura newspaper of June 10 announces the 

intention of tne Eejazl Government of preparing 
a sort of 

nominal census of the male population of the cities in this 

country in order to combat the economic and other evils resulting 
ing from the constant influx of foreigners of all nationalities 

some of them undesirables. The announcement explains that the 

sole object is that stated and assures the native population 

that they need fear nothing in the nature of conscription 
or 

capiuation tax. The matter has been referred to the Legislative 

Assembly in order that the necessary regulations may be drawn up. 

2. There are so many alien Moslems in this country, some 

with and some without documentary evidence of foreign 

nationality, that the proposed regulations might be made a 

means of widespread oppression, but it will be time enough to 

worry about them when, if ever, they 
are 

put into force. I may 

say that, although 
a 

difficult intervening period might have 

to be traversed, I should not be sorry to see in the final 

result 
a 

considerable diminution of the semi-settled population 

of various British origins in 
a 

country which has so little to 

recommend it as a 
place of sojourn 

once a man has achieved the 

object with which most come in the first instance, that of 

performing the pilgrimage. 

I have, etc., 

(Sgd.) 
Andrew Ryan. 

His 
Majesty’s Principal Secretary of otate, 

for Foreign Affairs. 

I 
. 
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THE Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs presents his 

compliments to 
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and, by direction of the Secretary of State, 

transmits herewith 

cop^" 

of the under-mentioned paper. 

Foreign Office, N& KAX- 
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Sir, 

m.um* 'T' r,r -^- 
o .■ 

—j a 
• $ 

r ? r"f> ? w' 
■, 

J June 17th, 1931# 

With reference to your telegram Ho*6 
> 

of 16th 

April, I have the honour to state the Question of the 

British and British protected motor-drIvors who were so 

severely handled In Mecca towards the end of March, 
may 

now he regarded 
aa 

settled} 
not Indeed in a manner will oh 

I consider satisfactory hut in a manner 
sufficiently satisfactory 

factory to make me feel that it would he a mistake of 

policy to pursue it* 

2* When I despatched my telegram Ho* 89 of April 

11th, I realised the difficulty you would have in opposing 

on any legal ground the deportation of the 10 British 

chauffeurs* On the other hand I felt that I should do 

everything i>assihle to avert it for the sake of our credit 

in this country and among the native populations to will eh 

the mm 
Belonged* X therefore worded my appeal to the King 

in the personal letter which X ®mt to Sheikh Yuasuf fmin 

the same 
day, April 11th, in ouch a way as to create a 

strong impression* Fortunately Fuad Bey Hamm returned 

Just about that time and was disturbed to find how much unpleasantness 
pleasantness there had Been during Ms absence* He was 

very anxious to placate 
me over the chauffeur®, despite tl» 

difficulty he would have in getting round the angry King. 

3* To cut a 
long story short, Fuad Bey proposed 

to me that the chauffeurs should invoke the 
King*® clemency 

through 
on© of His 

Majesty* 
& younger sons and promised to 

do his Best, if they did so, to secure their release* I 

acquiesced and left him to work the thing out on Ms own 

line® 

His 
Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State 

for Foreign Affair®. 
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/y 

v a 

lines* 1 stated that on my side, if the men were set at 

liberty without ‘being deported, 2 should like nothing better 

than to see a© many a© 
possible of them leave the country of 

their own 
accord, after all that had happened. 

4* Fuad Bey kept hi© word and the ten men were 

released in Mecca on 
May nth, each being given 

a sum of 

money* 1 doubt very much whether they received or ever will 

receive the total amounts due to them but I have throughout, 

refrained from meddling in their account© with the Oovcu^nacnt, 

as it would merely have started a fresh quarrel In which I 

should have been at a 
disadvantage owing to the difficulty 

of determining the terms of their engagement and the extent 

to which the Government had failed to fulfil them* 

5* In due course six of the ten men 
applied to 

this Legation for travelling papers. In two cases 
they had 

returned to them papers already in their possession which 

had been impounded and had been sent to me 
by the Governor 

of Jedda, when it wa© still intended to deport them. In four 

other oases emergency certificates were issued. All of these 

men have left the country* I’here remain four, who may still 

be in Mecca* 

respect, 

I have the honour to be with the highest 

Sir, 

lour most obedient, 

humble Servant, 
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" Sir, 

Reference was made in Section 2 of the Jedda 

Report for December 
(my despatch Ho*19 of January 17th) 

to to© 

grievance of certain cahuffeurs who complain that they cannot 

get payment of arrears of wages due to the® by the Hejasi 

Government* This 
question^ 

has engaged ®y attention for some 

three month® hut I was slow to take action for various reasons, 

including the difficulty of obtaining unimpeachable information 

and the probable ineffleacy of representations unless I had a 

clear case to put forward at a 
favourable moment* 

2 
m 

Eventually Captain iV«*beager, who is in close 

touch with African native circles here, compiled from trie best 

available sources of information 
a 

list of nearly forty men, 

■who were 
said to be owed sums 

varying from ten pounds to one 

hundred and fifty pounds* I need not go into all the details 

but from the various reports which reached me it appeared (x) 

that discontent 
was rife among the Government chauffeurs and 

those 
employed by the 

Haidia—Hijazia Oompany, which is 
a 

Govern 

ment concern; 
(2) 

that the chauffeurs involved included not 

only Sudanese but 

alsoother 

persons entitled to be 
regarded 

a© 

British subjects 
or 

protected persons like Somalis, Hadraials 

and Indians and person® of other foreign nationality, li^e 

Syrians and French Somalis etcetera and 
(5) that, when some of 

the men 
sought to leave Government service for that of private 

concerns 
they found that the latter had been forbidden to employ 

ploy them# 

On March 16th, I spoke in 
general 

terms to Sheikh 

Yusauf Yasin about the grievance of the Sudanese chauffeurs, 

mentioning one case of special hardship in which 
a man who had 

urgent 

iiis 
Majesty’s Principal secretary of State 

for Foreign Affairs* 
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urgent 
reasons for returning to the Sudan could not do so because 

cause he had not had Ms wages. It was 
agreed that I should 

send the Sheikh 
a 

list of cases in a 
personal letter. I subsequently 

sequently delayed this letter, 
as I heard of one man 

having 

been paid and hoped that others might have the same 
good fortune, 

tune, in which case I should be spared the necessity of draw- 

img up a list in which holes could be picked. It was 
also 

brought to ay notice that certain chauffeurs had been warned 

against appealing to the Legation. One has always to reckon 

with the danger of exposing applicants and possible applicants 

for assistance to further oppression, rather than doing them 

good, if one takes up cases too often or too strongly in the 

deplorable conditions of this country. 

4 
# 

Tae matter took, a new and more serious turn,, how 

ever, on 
March 27th, when 

a 
report 

was 
widely circulated that 

certain chauffeurs of various nationalities in Mecca, who had 

demanded their arrears of pay and threatened to go on strike 

if they did not get them, had been 
imprisoned and in some cases 

severely beaten in public. There have been various versions of 

this incident but the reports that reached 
me loft ho doubt 

that the men had been most harshly treated and that they had 

boon so 
treated under the order® of the higuest authorities^ 

5 
# 

This compelled 
me to consider the situation very 

carefully* I have tried to avoid fresh causes Mli of quarrel 

with the Hejasi Government pending the liquidation of the Trans* 

Jordan frontier question and I 
am 

anxious that the atmosphere 

for the impending negotiations between the Iraqi Prime Minister 

and the Hejasl Government should be as 
favourable 

as the state 

of the Trans—Jordan question will allow. I was 
also hampered 

by the difficulty of obtaining precise information and of being 

sure that the chauffeurs who had been maltreated Included men 

whose 
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whose title to British nationality 
or 

protection could be proved* 

ved* On the other hand it seemed essential not to ignore the 

incident* 

6# Sheikh Yussuf Yasin came to see me i’or other 

reasons on March 09th. We had a 
long and amicable conversation 

^ 
on 

various subjects and I d elded to seise the opportunity of 

speaking to him In friendly but categorical language about the 

chauffeurs. I remind d him of our conversation of March 16th, 

and said that, while I was 
preparing the 

personal letter on 

which 
we 

'had agreed, 1 had heard two reports. The first was 

that after our first conversation, Sudanese chauffeurs had been 

warned not to 
appeal to the Legation* It was, I said, the 

right of any British subject 
or 

protected person to lay any 

grievance before me and it would be contrary to every 
principle 

of international law, if any local authority interfered with 

the exercise of that right. The second report 
was that the 

chauffeurs had been 
imprisoned and oeatsn for having demanded .| 

the arrears due to them* I could not I said, vouch for this 

report any more than for the' first x*eport 
t 

but, if it came to 

my knowledge d finitely that any British subject 
or 

protected 

person had been treated in such 
a way for that reason, I 

should strongly protest. 

Sheikh Yussuf gave me the reply which was to bo 

expected* He admitted freely the right of recourse to the 

Legation* If ermuffours had been warned against appealing to 

me, it could not have been a 
consequence of our conversation of 

March 16th as 
it was known only to himself, the King, myself 

and my 
interpreter* He 

suggested that, although any British 

person had a 
right to come to me with his grievance, people of 

the class concerned 
were 

apt to distort things; to which I 

retorted that that was the very reason I had waited nearly 

three 
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■BSMm 

three months "before taKimg action* He dismissed the second 

report as incredible and Expatiated on the King’s special sol' 

icitude for the we ale and humble* I ara afriacl tlaat. In the 

interest of the cause $ X echoed some of this humour {though 

it is perhaps not wholly humbugj for the King Is often gemer-*- 

ous to the lowly) even on Pals Sunday * 

ent, which I received on March 50th. It has been prepared by 

Captain Seager from information supplied by an African* It is 

not necessarily accurate on all points but it bears out generally 

ally in a coherent form, iny earlier information* flic affair 

has been so bruited and has created such emotion that two Oj. 

my household servants related it spontaneously and with much 

indignation to my wife* X hope to hear more irom tne Indian 

Vice-Consul who went to Mecca on March 31st* In the Beantime 

I have had a conversation with my French colleague* A s I expected 

pected he is not very keen* He had heard the same story and 

he promised to mike indtpond^nt enquiries* d& gave me another 

account of the origin of the trouble which he heard some weeks 

ago* The chauffeurs, according to this version, were discontented 

tented because the Government had introduced stringent rej'dilations 

tions to control petrol supplies etc., thereby depriving them 

of opportunities for peculation* This is quite possibly ix , ue 

but the temptation to steal must be increased by irregulariuy 

in the payment of wages. 

Yasin may produce some effect* I propose to take no further 

action for the moment* I have, however, reported on the whole 

subject fully for more than one reason. I consider, and I 

trust you will agree, that, if the trouble continues, no 

political consideration should restrain me from making strong- 

I enclose a further account of the Mecca incid 

9* 1 hope that my conversation with Sheikh Yussuf 

representatlons 

i 
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representations, provided they seem likely to have a good effect 

fect as regards any British subjects or protected persons concerned* 

cerned* Ibn Ba t ud and his underlings are far too ready to 

think that they can do as they please, especially In the case 

of Moslems of small account* Secondly, I consideir that the 

British authorities in the Sudan and British Somaliland would 

do well to discourage natives of these countries from coming 

to this country to seek employment* The case of Kadraiaia may 

be rather different and I hope to discuss it Ji&kthis month 

with the Protectorate Secretary at Aden, who is visiting me 

here* Thirdly I conoid r that, in spite of the difficulty of 

keeping any general register of British and British protected 

persons of African and Asiatic origin settled in the Hejaz 

owing to their number and the vagueness in laany cases of theis 

national status, something should be don© to encourage a 

larger proportion of them to provide themselves with proper 

papers* I will study this difficult question further* 

10* I am sending copies of this despatch and enelo? 

sure to the Government of India (Foreign and Political Department), 

tment), The Governor General of the Sudan, the Governors of 

British ;-emailland and Nigeria and the Political Eesid nt 

at Aden* 

I have the honour to be with the highest 

respect. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient, 

humble servant. 

mmm mm * 
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om.> 

rri 

^r»¥lkcdey « 

I have just hear a comprehensive story of the chauffeurs 

incident in Mecca* 

2# It would appear that a few days ago the chauffeurs of all 

nationalities appointed a delegation of twelve amongst them to 

take up the question of their arrears of pay with the Government, 

Their representstions met with little success so they decided to 

go on strike* At an appointed time orders were given to take 

out the cars for some duty, whereupon the chauffeurs refused to 

comply* 

3* Amir Mohammed who was seen passing by at this juncture 

was appealed to by the officials in charge of the garages, to 

settle the trouble* He apparently took the matter up immediately 

with the King* Orders were then given to arrest the twelve and 

they were brought outside the^Haiaidleh* (apparently the 'barracks 

opposite one of the exits of the Hamm) and 'beaten by four 

slaves armed with long cudgels, and so timed as to coincide with 

the exodus of hundreds of pilgrims and local inhabitants from 

the Haras* Bach chauffeur was beaten by the four men--eighty 

strokes each—on all parts of the body. (According to my informant 

mant orders had been given by the King that they were to be all 

but beaten to death*) A clerk is said to have been present 

beside the slaves jotting down the number of strokes made to 

ensure that each man received the same number* Two of the Som 

alia are said to be in a dying condition and medical aid is said 

to be wanted for them* 

4* The king Is reported to have been present together with 

the Amir Faisal and Sheikh Abdullah Phllby* 

5* There is no doubt that a stir has been caused in chauffeur 

milieus and that the men have been harshly treated* 

30/3/31 
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10.130. 
mx TI3H LM 1 ATIOT , 

April 7th, 1931. 
» 

oq APR ■ *^ - - '' ■ *w 

Sir, 

la despatch Mo. 121 of April 1st relative to 

the position of chauffeurs employed by the Hejaad Oovernment 

I stated that I prox>osed to take no further action for the 

time being. On April 1st, however, sheikh Yussuf Yu a in gave 

me an opportunity of pursuing it by coming to talk to me about 

the general state of the relation© between this country and 

His Majesty* a Oovermment. I am reporting separately on the 

main conversation. 

giving it a© an example of the restraint which I had put on 

myself recently in order not to complicate our relations with 

the Eeju&i Governmmt at a tin© when they were overclouded by 

the Trans-Joi'dan crisis. I had, I ©aid, been greatly disturbed 

bed by my information but. Instead of writing a note, I had 

preferred to speak to the Sheikh on March 29th* I had then 

said that I could not vouch for what I had heard about the 

men being imprison© and beaten. That was true as regards the 

details but as a matter of fact I knew a great deal. It was 

certain that mm had been imprisoned and beaten* Whatever 

the immediate cause, the ultimate cause was that their wages 

had not been paid. I had good reason to believe that they 

included British m& 4 British protected persons. 

and could now tell me what had happened. The Government 

chauffeurs included men of various nationalities, Syrians, 

service of the princes and the palace. They were treated very 

liberally in the way of tips etc* It might be that their pay 

I Introduced the question of the chauffeurs by 

Sheikh Yussuf said he had been making enquiries 

His Majesty*s Principal Secretary of State 

for Foreign Affairs. 
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UMMMHK 

mm overdue* Th^y were not always to tha E«ja» on 

pay-day and they were really so well off that they did not 

need to draw their wages mid preferred to let tlieia moxmt up* 

' 

levertlieleaa a certain imsmei* of thm had mz&e trouble and 

tried to organise a strike# these had tried to get the others , 

to join them imd, an meeting with a refusal, had set upon them* 
-■■ppi 

froopo had hem called out to restore order# 

&• I ©aid that, if the men imd 15 © much cause for 

happiness that they did not need their wagoe, it was odd that 

I had hem given a list of 40 people in the M©J*ua who seemed 

to want them* I had, not received petitions from all of them 

hut I imd ted half a ciosm or so mostly frcaa mu employed by 

the trmsport Company run by the Govemmant# I did not know 

what the local law on strikes was, hut if 40 mm were kept 

out of their pay to my own country there wemM he a strike 

mid, it it went on, there would he a revolution# The chelkh 

observed tlmt there was no such thing n© a strike in this 

cmuatryi that mrt of thtog was }mi rebellion# I said that 

there wm nothing to the Koran or the traditions about strikes 

hut tout there m& a very great deal about people getting 

their $mst dues# 1 suggested that the extent of the Motion 

e&uoedy "by the incident was not realised* X did not, X said, 

encourage ay servants to bring such things to m notice* When 

two of them comm to w wife with the story, it was evidence of 

a widespread feel tog# 

6. ateikh tmmti? told me that tlm .'^vermaent had 

d elded, to pay off toe recalcitrants and discharge them* 1 

mentioned a ru^iaur that they were to be deported# 1 suggested 

ttet the wisest nom*m for a Govenfmmt which ted created a 

grievance, allowed toe situation to develop until there was 

a breach at Um peace ate than bam compelled to restore 

order 
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0 

ord^r wua, a« scnm as mat aeoeas&ry step had bem takaa, to 

resoTe gidamixce and retrain fro® ai^ former tttmM 

'.'ieaeurea* 

i> # -me c^vormitlon, %iiich was entirely frtexiOXy, 

haa served w im*i>oa© of oiiod laoro Mp^sl^hg tli.# Imrdalilp 

Imposed osa. the elmuffe : ur© 'W zw^pvwmnt of wago© and tHpras- 

||m cm the MMMl MM liiliitlir | had pjRiMMrifti done 

the gravity $f the ttaning incident* Ae I plated out to him* 

the informxxticm he gave m© differed fr*oa m omx In only one 

important pnrtlcul& § mm&W ttot I Imd heard nothing of w 

qnarrol attended fey violence asaong the cliauffeurs themselves* 

1 do not 'tiiink that I oan usefullp' pursue Urn rmtmr further, 

luileaa there la fresh trouble hut in view of the possibility 

of further developments, it may fee wall to place an record 

such fresh information a© has reached » since fey conv^sation 

with aheikh fusauf fasto -on April 1st* 

V # the following ©tatem^nt of these furtliox* parti- 

euX&rs is feasod cm the news brought feae& fey the Indian Vice- 

consul from Meeeu and imde fey during 

the last few dsysi- 

(a) Oaptain aeuger points out tfeat the otouffeurfe have 

a wide roag© of action and it is tuits xosslfele ttet the 40 

men whose com-'laints were reported to hlM would not all fee in 

the rnfm at a given moment, mife laight Justify tip to a point 

one of dhei&h Yuaauf*« contentions. 

( 0 ) mmsfai Xlftfesmllah* a information tends to confirm 

the view that the imeuiate cause of the incident ms some 

mvt of trouble between the would-be strikers and men who 

would, not join then. The nature and extent of this trouble 

remain efeoeure ami it scorns possible that there mm only one 

real case of violence, when atones were thrown at a royal 

.slave 
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slave who tm& come for a car or at cars then passing or at 

both* A loading Hej&i is said to have 'been hart and to have 

complaine-. to the higher authorities* 

(c) The ring-loader in the strike movement would appear 

pear to have been a Syrian* it Is stated that ‘SB men formed 

a delegation to present their grievances and that this orga- ■ 

niised manifestation caused the King: to send two of the princes 

ces to restore order whereupon a good rmnj of the 35 fled 

hut 16 t/cre arrested and beaten* 

(d) The 16 mm. who were caught are said to have been 

made up as follows:- Six Somalis, three Sudanese, 1 West 

African, 1 Hejasi, 1 Yejrfmenl, two Syrians, 1 Egyptian and 1 

Hmjml of Palestinian origin, once a slave of Sheikh Abdulla 

Suleiman*s hut now a freeman* I cannot on my present information 

mation state how many, if any, of these men actually had 

British papers# 

(e) The Syrian has made his way to Jedda, thanks to 

some influence he had, out ever bo he had to name a surety# 

At the request of the French Consulate, he has been examined 

by the Doctor of this Legation and ©hew© signs of having been 

beaten very severely. Hi a story bears out generally xay other 

information, but he denies that, except in one Isolated case, 

would-be strikers molested other chauffeurs* Compare what 

is said at (b) above* 

(f) It is said that the 15 men other than the Syrian 

and the Syrian*® surety have been re-imprisoned perhaps with 

a view to deportation. If this is done after pay 

ment of wages and If the rank and file of the chauffeurs are 

paid more regularly in future, the deportation of the 16 may 

possibly be the beat solution, as, if they remained in the 

country they would bo marked men and might later on suffer 

in 
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■fli wmm 

7^ 

in ways which no foreign authority could prevent* This does 

not mean that I should in any way encourage the rle^azi authorities 

rities to deport the mm* 

8* I am sending copies of this despatch to the 

0overmaent of India (Foreign and Political Department)» the 

Gov ern or 0eneral of the hudan^ tiie 0 ovemors of JiJrttish 

Somaliland ana Nigeria and the Political hesident at Aden* 

respect, 

I have the honour to he with the highest 

Sir, 

Your most obedient, 

humble Servant, 

t»H* 
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INDEXED 
In any further communication on. mis subject please quote 

n„. l m f a s ilk arid address —not to any perspn by name, but to— “ The Under-Secretary of State,” Foreign Office, London, S.W. x. i r 
,:'<J J 

-^V 
1 i 

h t ^ . 
THE Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affaira ^preseiHs nis 

compliments to IvLxdjA dx/flAl/foi 
7 ^ and, by direction of the Secretary of State, 

transmits herewith cop f(*i of the under-mentioned paper 

Foreign Office, 
l{ 

fth (tAfkl 
-193/. 

^A U.b Utl 

it? 
Reference to previous correspondence : 

/ L/ 

Description of Enclosure. 

Name and Date. 

% 

Jhlii /ft, UAsKA^tM 

J 
uftdcn 

tdc$ h'C- J tj 

ntUafiMi 

itlctj- 

Xt ■ 

/tc 

Subject. 

ft (hstsv\ ffy 

aL l§ Ai ! i l 
r) 

14—5i8o ( 2 ) 
Similar letter sent to £ 0 . 

ENCIOSURF lit WEEKLY i 

NO Z17 23 APR. 131 

THOLI L LLLIALY, rul.liiL L A..u 

SECRET DEPT. INDIA OFFICE 
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(k i68r/i3dr/*&). r 

sir 4 * 'M&meu 
April llth, im* 

D# 4* 00 p*M* 

K* 6.40 p.M. 

April Xlth # 19^1. 

April 19^1* 

Mo.89. (E). 

For mm moaths pv&t Qh&uftmum employed 8/ the 

Eejas government# many or «lmm are British end British 

protected, although in Mat &mm they tev« m pmpmm§ 

have had dirrioulty in obtaining .payment of This 

loti reoantly to strike movamont in Maeoa whioh waa 

apparontly attended h/ some disorder, fhe authorities 

took drastic notion and a number of men wore severely 

beaten and imprisoned. Incident created great emotion 

but I refrained from official intervention owing to 

difficulty of getting e^nct information and improbability 

of obtaining results mmpt by action so energetic as 

to lacrosse present tension between His Majestp 
1 # 

aovsrnasat end the Hsjas government, f^iee# however# X 

spoke ** tegeriaalXy to fueauf fasia* X said th^t 

original cause of the trouble was default of financial 

authorities and urged moderation once say iaM&lats 

disorders had boon dealt with. 

lioosl authorltlas now ask as to give visas to two 

Sudanese sad one Bomali with papers and to iaame passports 

to two oth#r dadsaca# md five EMills from Adm without 

psperis with a view to dsportstiM. In first thro# cases 

it is difficult to r a fuse consistently with your despatch 
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Jfa*i of «f«uafcrjr 19^0* la othmr r©ru»al on 

toM&ftloaX grimto to r^oogni»« undoubted British otatua 

of viotim® would thorn to furtiiwr oruwlt/# 

X talc* a ftwrims vi#w. Although wo rccogniae 

E#ja« govorumont 
* e right of oxpuloion, de^rtatlon of 

ton British ^orsons with our oommit In. o'mvm 

otrmmmimnmm would mm^tm grawo ooa^ial and bo oxhloltian 

of Inability to protoot our poorwr aubjeot® against 

arbitrary wroatsB^nt* I aoliolt your Instructions* 

Meanwhile X am playing for tlna with the local 

author!tics but m natter la urgent and difficult X 

tm ndUUNiaaing strong letter to fusamf faain reminding 

Mm of our aonveroatlona and ending with personal 

appeal to the ling to reconaldar deciaion* One 

m*»« for this la that delay an tails danger of man 

'being secretly deported and dumped on the coast* 
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@ %■> 

Oi<py. 

( •: 1P8V/3 8P7/05) 

r 

r\ 
: 0 J 1 

MO ,,)I TRX ^ -’ y 

Cod© telegram to Sir A. Ryan, (Joddaj* 

Foreign Office, 16th April 1931* 6*46 p*m. 

Mo. 68. {R). 

wasassswJBfiB: »ss3satasa»»wss*s3sss*ssw 

Your telegram Mo. 89 (of April Uths Desire of 

Hejaasi Oovernment to deport certain British chauffeurs). 

I approve action reported in last paragraph. 

Right of Hejazi Government to deport cannot 

however he disputed, nor is there any obligation to 

state reasons for deportation. 

If therefore your representations and personal 

appeal fail yon may issue visas and passport*. In that 

event you should if possible ensure that the deportation 

of these persons is carried out without causing them 

unnecessary inconvenience or hard-hip, and in particular 

does not prevent them from obtaining the wages to which 

they are entitled. 

• ■ 
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