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المكتبة البريطانية: أوراق خاصة وسجلات من مكتب الهند المؤسسة المالكة

IOR/L/PS/12/2014 المرجع

٢٦ يوليو ١٩٤٣-٢٣ أغسطس ١٩٤٦ (ميلادي) التاريخ/ التواريخ

الإنجليزية في اللاتينية لغة الكتابة

ملفٌ واحد (٧٨ ورقة) الحجم والشكل

رخصة حكومة مفتوحة حق النشر

حول هذا السجلّّ

يحتوي الملف على مراسلات تتعلق ببيع ثماني طائرات تدريب من طراز دي هافيلاند تايغر موث ٨٢
لسلاح الجو الأفغاني. تتضمن الموضوعات التي يشملها الملف أسعار الطائرات وقطع الغيار، وتوريد

الطائرات (من مخازن الهند والمملكة المتحدة)، واختبار طائرة تايغر موث في كابول خلال سنة
١٩٤٤.

الأطراف الرئيسية للمراسلات الواردة في الملف هم مسؤولون في وزارة الطيران، ومكتب الهند،
وإدارة الشؤون الخارجية بحكومة الهند.

يشتمل الملف على فاصل يتضمن قائمة مراجع المراسلات الواردة به حسب السنة. ويوجد هذا الفاصل في
نهاية المراسلات.
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SECRET 

ril-E 

WARNING.—This cypher message must 
first be paraphrased if it is 

necessary 
to 

publish 
its text or to communicate it to persons outside British Government 
Services and Departments. Messages marked OnerTime Pad 

: “ 
O.T.P.” 

are 
excepted from this rule. 

FIRST. Your AMOS.175 2/3 regarding supply of 8 Tiger Itoths and 
spares to Afghan Government. 

SECOND.. Delivery of aircraft agreed at price of £600 each for eight machines, together with spares at cost of £1,125. Grand 
total £5,?25. 

IKU 

(DESP. 
AMDS. 9th March, 1946) 

FROL!: A.F. LOI'DON 

TO: HQ B.A.F.S.E.A. 

BlTDI/iTE SECRET. 

OX.4788 9th March, 1946 

Personal for Carr from A.M.S.O. 

Time of origin 091403 Z 

P.A.S.(S) 
S.9 

(S) 
D.O.(FP) D.D.O.(A) 

D.D.0.2. D.G.O. 
MR. DONAIjDSON, INDIA OFFICE. 

Note .—In the Interests of economy, both sides of this sheet should be used. 
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From: Air ioarshal Air Leslie N.ilollinghurst, KBS, CL, FC 

explaining how the misunderstanding 
arose in connection 

with the sale of 8 Ti .er Moths to the Afghans. 

Aircraft Production in this matter and they have agreed 
that the sale of the aircraft at the price of £600 each 
for 8 machines, together with spares at a cost of £1,125 (G-rand total 

- 

£5,925) 
should proceed. It is 

considered that price quoted is not necessarily 
unfavourable in itself. 

hut the transaction will he reported at the next meeting 
of the Bowater Committee. 

AIR MINISTRY. 

A. 

.C//?t/3 

9th March, 1946 
*C 

Dear 

Thai k you for your letter of 7th March 

2 Je have, however, consulted the Ministry of 

• 

Apecial Treasury authority Is not required 

4. 
inf ormin 

I have today signalled Carr at B.A.F.b.L.A 
him that the sale may go ahead. 

Donaldson Lsq., 
India Office, 

WHITEHALL. 
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(4502) Wt. 41647—P171 25m. 12/44 G.S.St. C,p. fl20 

DEPTL. No. 
1535/46 

No 
S'?rC? 

DRAFT TELEGRAM 

CODE CONFIDENTIAL ;o3emEtt 

From Secretary of State. for India 

To ^yernment. of .India, 
External Affairs Dept. 

IML-ORTANT 

Weightraan from Donaldson. Your telegram 

No.2256 dated March 4th. 
^ 

Tiger Moths for*' 
y 

Afghanistan. 
/ 

/ y 
— - 

2. A.M.S.O. has Instructed B.A^F.S.E.A. that 

8 aircraft may be 'sold to Afghanistan 
f 

at the 

cost of £600 each, together with spares at a 
cost of £1125 

- 

grand total £ 5925 

. 

/ 

Repeated 
to 

COPY TO Air Ministry, 
4 

(Mr.' 
J. 

Hardwick). 
Foreign Office, 
( 
Mr. G.H. 

Baker). 

— 
7 ^ / 

Group Captain Hartley. 
•K 

/ 
/ 

[y 

١٥ المرجع: IOR/L/PS/12/2014 حق النشر: رخصة حكومة مفتوحة

 http://www.qdl.qa/العربية/archive/81055/vdc_100036314115.0x000010 :اعرض على مكتبة قطر الرقمية 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100036314115.0x000010?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


مجموعة ٥٥/٥(٤)(س) "أفغانستان: توريد طائرات تايغر موث" [٨ظ] (١٦٠/١٦)

* 

, 

1 

/A 

١٦ المرجع: IOR/L/PS/12/2014 حق النشر: رخصة حكومة مفتوحة

 http://www.qdl.qa/العربية/archive/81055/vdc_100036314115.0x000011 :اعرض على مكتبة قطر الرقمية 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100036314115.0x000011?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


مجموعة ٥٥/٥(٤)(س) "أفغانستان: توريد طائرات تايغر موث" [٩و] (١٦٠/١٧)

-A 

^ 
j cx 

^' 

<>> v 
/(^LU. 

(jj 

>3cdjt^c/s 
/6 

. 

~f*L(X^-cJij 
/^ij-C, 

.AOet-J^ Ixj 
rf^c^^^Ck^Lj Oj/ 

A/° //. 

fcA 

/A 
-^1- 

/f»4 

. 

23 
yy/^ 

^ Asutl^o 

l <y 'd 

c.d' 

/3^&.o^y 
^/ 

X^V- 

yk^t/y Xtw^V' O^fofoJ/r. 

/\/ 
0 

. 

/. 7-k 
V-O. 

9 (o<) 

J 
^ 

Cc ̂ lA 
' 

o~-s~<s 
&£&<> 

jAjjCcf^ 

/3 P 

iCLsv^j 

F! 'Af’- C. 
-^'c? -Cy>-On^s 

£jc*s^s J^C^^sO^k 

Oj A^f<y-<A~^t''~ FAci 
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' 

s& ,'C(*J<A, <^JlZju6 ^. 

Y 

$ 
i^> 

cts 
Yo><-y»^oA Y/.^CktW' 

CXjLsV^ 

<^7*~0-^£ 
'CoYLt^'C.U^ 

so 
o^Lsot 

Yt> ytsY&sn^s 

Yy^ 

^cJ^L* ̂ (ytYr 

&/ 
o/jU*^ 

/jb 

■ 
o 

Cy^Y& 

v" jLo 

^cYY 
^o^cy^^-Yj 

<tj 

yo^oo^y^fyo_ 

Ya^ 

^AJa^r -fibo^dsD 

OL^O 

/SaX^L A-tyrv^ J? 

AoJU^ 
^ yc*~yAso &As 

^f-onsu 

I Io 
CA*~y3 OlsT 1 / 

S ̂  
OJo+Ast. 
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iact 
j Gi^rj? 

(9 

A* X expect y..u already kium, tlie C»ov<;rnuent of Iraiia have ueen di. cuuiaing with ua tiie ^uo^tic.u of au^-lyxu^ the af^haua with aore ot Iia 
’ 9 

whicii tli&y rec^j.re priiisjr’xXy for training 
!»ui 

2* .JTtei" di cus .iv n with Air* ;ieuatjUiii■ tea*a 
(liwia) 

the Govarjcaent 
of India sent t;ie Ghar^a d # jrfaii*oa at Kabul 

an Xjiroas letter- dated 
the 3rd Decenber 

(of 
which I encluae a 

copy) autirwrisin^ him to ^cr 
tlie ilfghan Gove iv *ent aeouncilianu "Ti^er hotha’ 

1 
at a o<>at of 

t 6637/43 ) -i6o0 apiece with appropriate opai'e part 
a at m\ additional frgm-e. Unf(jrtimatoiy 

# 
tike Governr.jent of India, when 

- 
civ.* ti toae iitjti’ucti jiia, were under the uiata^en ii^pre&o 

xon tliat Ministry aj^roval f<jr tlie traiu^acti^n had aJU’oadly been ootarnsd* 
3. iefurc, liov^ver, 

wo i l eee ..nee a oupy ^jf tlie Govern out of 
India*a letter to Kabul# 

we 
had written to the; on 

the 28th 
hoveiher infomiic that that tlio jot 

hiiaatry’s price for a 
"Tr^er 

Moth" 
was 

1,1,311 and that 
a 

reduction could not be naue w^uh^ut 
A-t aauiy an. roval. In that letter 

we aaued that befoi e tiie 

! 
2reai,ury 

tvei-e 
approached 

we w uiu wi«h tj je 
fumiolied with the 

Gove;n ent of Iniii&*a ̂ xrc^ <ifeais as to tim pr -oe to be cliur. od to 
tlie i^fghan^ 

and the incidence 
as 

between J;.' 
1 
.and tlie GroVorra:^nt 

<rf India of the cont of ix>dircii4i4 ti«j price* Bjt aoi e reason or other we liuve never bad ary reply to tld-o letter, and tlie 
Govorinent of India htive oiOy ju.,t lealieed that tlie^r offer to 
the Afghans 

was nauc 
without Air lUnietry a^jjxroval* 

/4* 

Air-! ai’»i»a^ ;iir henlie H* Hollinghurst, 

i,. 
hK., C.B., 1AF.C*, 

Air Ministry, 
adautral K» use, 
i uigeway, ..G*2, 
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/V 

U* I encioae a 
pei*oonal t^ie^su wlaoh I have. ece_ved :!ru the 

tary of tkm i^xtemal 
j 
ffair 

a 
Depart: umt of the Govunu^ nt of 

Indii fror wliich you wxll see that they liavu ivum wokeii up to the 
fact that Air K ini 

a 
try authority 

xa requ red before BAPQ&k can inplenent the v^ffer 
- 

wh-ch hae a-oce been acr.:eptcd lay the ^ghtuis* 
X u exll no doubt have seen the .annuls refoi*red to in ^ja^’a^gra^.h 
2 >f v?ei^i1aTian*3 telegrui and, in Vl&h of tlie cal isspot 

t*o'*o© of 
the natter 

- 
tlae jtfghans 

are 
anxious to have the axi»ci'aft tiiis roonth 

- we 
hope y u will he able to telegraph at once 

autharlsij^ the release 
of tlie airer ft for delivery to Afghanistan with ut x^rejudlce to t : c quet;ti 

n of inddence of oo^t. 

[)• If you agree to telegraph in this aenac I v» ulu subject 
to your oor 

rants, to reply to «/eightnan 
as in the atLaclieU ui'aft 

/ 
telcgran. I sho Id be rtost grate fir. foi’ 

a voiy early reply. 

four^ 
ftlhoo****^ 

(Sgd) 

c.. r. 
uO'Ar^^ oOH 
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r 

DRAFT LETTER 

Air-Marshal Sir Leslie M. Holiinghurst, K.B.E., 

Air Ministry, OiW.lT fl-bj-y'fc+A H&K4L, #\AjVkT**7 

* . (LtfSls 
As I expect you already know, the Government 

of India have been discussing with us the question 

. 

of iganaiag the Afghans with some 
"Tiger Moths” 

1 
l 

l 

^nf 

?p- q[Ufi fbJluj 

/ 

primarily for training ourposes. Recently »hc 2. 
AiU* 

toKr***** 
Aiy (^/»vS^) 

^ 
Government of India sent the Gharge d’Affaires 

at Kabul 
^ 

letter dated the 3rd. December? 
(of 

which 

I enclose a 
copy) authorising* him to offer the 

Afghan Government eight secondhand "Tiger Moths" 

at a cost of £600 apiece v/ith appropriate 
spare 

; 'W. parts at an additional figure. Unfortunately, 

the Government of India, when sending those 
/Y\a£(~+J£4*\ 

instructions, 
were under 

the/impression 
that Air 

Ministry approval for the transaction had already 

been obtained. Short ily— after desp^tohing tVreir 

„ f 

# 

letterj' 
howe^er^'^hy^^Govemment 

of India Sought 'txs (Cj>JrvJL 

f 
ArC. t 

itv** tun. Vm*!!!, icuuived k ly LLUl’-'f! LIU ue-wf the 28th 
November/ 
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them 
November 

informing/that 
the Air Ministry’s price 

for a 
"Tiger Moth" was 

£1,311 and that i»hoy oo»ia 
C+WAA WaA 

awpo© a 
reduction/without Treasmy aporoval. 

would wish to be furnished with the Government of 

India's proposals 
as to the price to be charged 

to the A-fghans and the incidence 
as between H.M.G. 

and the Government of India of the cost of reducing 

the price* Gwing 'fe-o uf ni"ilinnitii;ni 

an this 1 ^.^ 4 
- 

QJ^d 
ei' ij 0 0 1 i 

1 
that their offer 

to the Afghans 
was made without Air Ministry 

External Affairs Department of the Government of India from 

whic 
v —• n J ‘ 

1 ~' J - 
"o 

i i r 
Lii.~nrMnortt of India have 

n0iv 
_ _ 

;ry authority is required 

been accepted by the Afghans. You will 
no 

doubt have 

seen 
the BAFSEA Signals referred to in para.2 of the 

a&d^that 
before wo-»cula apnaiftaoh. the t-jus ry/we ^V 

L 
Mrl 

tfhJL f 

r£M&toot-J 

n cm — i — — — a — n * "L* r_ 

approval* cJlXuL l^^rt ^, 

I enclose 
a 

personal 
telegram^frcm 

the Secretary of the 

before BAf’SEA 
can 

implement the offer 
- 

which has 
ScncJL 

bievewmerrlj/ 
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CrtAt^hh^AjctJ* 
i- 1 mivin uf Tnfi>u f a telegregu and^in view of the 

'P&ix ClcajL \w^htr>Av-4^tX * wgrrenay of the matter - the Afghans are anxious 

to have the aircraft this month - we D4»e«!iia Toe 
Ufv4^W (kAriK. to (xfo^u* 
{rratgfnl if jrnu vrouM- telegraph in i f ntJp* authorising 

-/o' (bzk *-*-***( to 
the release of the 

aircrafi^without prejudice to the 

question of incidence of cost* 

S> If you agree to telegraph in this sense I 

would propose* subject to your comments •* to ^ J 
reply to Weightman as in the attached draft 

-J O. t^rr^ /*> t - telegram. 

Yours 

^ r . d>QH 
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(4371) Wt. 4164g—P 172 2Sm. 12-44 G.S.St. Gp. 020 

DEPTL. No. 
(IP 

DRAFT TELEGRAM 

CPf ;ode 
V l 3 H F P Vv X 1 X XJLSrJLV 

From Secretary of State 

To Government of India, External 
Affairs Department* 

Repeated to 

SEND 

DESPATCHED 19 

COPY TO) 

No 

BIPORTiiNT 

i/ei^itman from Donaldson* Your telegram 

No. 2256 dated March 4th. Tiger Moths for 

Afghanistan. 

2* Air Ministry state that Tiger Moths are 
(ryJ'. 

not (repeat not) surplus to requirements^jEn 
AMSokm 

view of the urgency they Vui.ina now 

telegraphed RiESili. authorising the 

SofipLj *1 GL*,duC%oi*jf to <1**# 
A^nicmant-ftinn nf f’ie iJovoryg’-Hent-ef Ind India 1 gr 

but reservWiiwifc rights to full 

reimbursement of the 
cost^on 

a contract basis. 

3 , I presume that your Express Letter to 

Kabul of December $r& v/as issued before receipt 
Zo 7>ikI€jL 

of India Office D.O. letter^of Hovember 28th 

No. Ext. 4913/45 which3*puld have made it clear 
fxJdi»dLd 

that air Ministry authority for/prices quoted 

had not^been obtained. «It is unl'ui 1 LmialtT that 

ftevaniRient ul 1 IniTia did iTdt taice up quiio Luj^i 

f f ‘tn.' d6sb on receiijr ol 6\1V lUlLui uiidw/e must 
A^W L ~ 

"before a] await your proposals 
^b< 

approac-img the 

‘'•ir Ministry with a view to negotiating the 

incidence^ as between H.M. G-. and the Government 

of India, of the cost of v/riting down the value 

of the aircraft and equipment. 
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iis I have already mentioned to you 
I discussed Mr^V/eightman* 

s 
telegram below 

with Group Captain Hartley and Mr* 
Hardwick of the Air Ministry* Mr*Hardwick, 

who had received both the B&J&EA. telegrams 
referred to, stated that the Moths were 
not surplus but agreed in all the 
circumstances to authorise their transfer 
to Afghanistan provided that 

theiac.A/A; 
‘s 

financial rights 
were 

unprejudiced* 

I suggest that as soon as we 
receive 

confirmation that the Air Ministry have in 
fact telegraphed in this sense, you migiat 
telegraph to Mr«Weightman 

on the lines of 
the attached drafto 

CrO 
^ 

.4. 
™ Ps£ * 
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.INWARD 

TELEGRAM 

'1583/ 

' 
A ii«>a.te d 

joJ-te-^aagA 

CQKMiSfi'lAl. 
'eras' 

- 
..’i :l.:.&rak 

-g, 

- 

C s 

644 

From 

To 

Dated 

Received 

Government of India* External 
Affaire Dept*, 

Secretary of St*ate for India. 

Key/ Delhi 23* 10 hours 
9 

4th F.az^ch 
1946o 

2: .40 hoti, 8. 4th f.arcfi 1946* 

itiPORTAifr. 226eC 

Donaldson, 

Government 

2, 

Detail official li eight 
m?oi to 

figer Uoth aircraft for Afghan 

I now learn that owing to unfortunate 
unate lack of co-ordination between Air Headquarters 
quarters India and BARAAA, Air Ministry authority 

y was not obtained for offer communicated in our 
press letter F 305( 2) -u"/4&: of December 3rd (repeated Secretary of 

State) 
which was 

been 
accepted, by Afghan Government* .iUFSDA have 
telegrax?hed in their > 

535 of February 12th seek- 

u 
ang Air 

Ministry's 
authorieation. to 

implement 
H/offer and this has been followed up by personal 

; 
/telegram 

AUQ/lVd 
of March 2nd from A,0,0* in Chief 

V BAFSTA ta A'.ISO Air Ministry. / 
3 

‘- 
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\ 
^ 

% 

In vie \7 of our 
inability to 

suoply any 
operational aircraft of type 

required by Afghan Government and of delay 

which seems 
inevitable before we 

shall be 
able to supply Anson XIX bj, it is essential 

that thei*e should be no hitch in supply of 
-obese Tiger Moths to Afghan Government. 
They are anxious to have them as soon as 1 

^ 

flying conditions in Kabul improve, and. 
that means this month. Grateful for anything 
thing you can do to press Air Ministry for 
immediate and favourable decision* 
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Ref: 3/3477. A. O.C.O. (Air) 

I am 
attaching two copies of telegram 

J*o: 0.269 dated 3nl January, 1946 from 

ji.C.S.E.A., to Air Ministry, in reply to 

Air Ministry telegram No: 00X 2523 dated 

27th December, 1945 which I note is 

already 
on your file. You will find this 

telegram flagged below. 

I have no observations to raise on 

your letter to Mr. Duke. 

Group Captain. 
A.O.C.O. 

(Air). 

22nd February, 1946. 
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EXT *469/46 

0 

Mr 
. 

C^ary. 

I have discussed with Group-Captain Hartley his 

no 
' 
fce attached on the supply of Tiger Moths to Afghanistan, 

He makes it clear that 
the/sw^-ww^r^iUolu" 

iu addressed 
only to us, but in view of the infomation that I was able to give him, which raises the doubt whether the Afghans have in fact yet placed 

a 
firm order, he agreed 

that it would be 
preferable^to 

send a reminder to India 

as 
suggested in my note of l6th February, rather than 

write to the Air Ministry. A draft demi-official letter 
to Mr, Duke is submitted accordingly. 

M 

00/2 

/° 
k 

' 

H 

1 
- 

fvJ 
4 

tt* 
txJLy. 4 bi** 

MM ** ^ 

’ 

^Jrl* 

* 

to ^ 
iiL 

*~ 

l 

\o* 

c 

*h 

4 
*i 

44”^^ 

(jt 
vtJJ 

^ 
U 

yJdfL 

H 
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■■■PIBipifl 

Ext, 
469/46 

DRAij’T LETTER 

C.B. Duke, Esq., O.B.E., 
Joint Secretary to the Government of India 

in the External Affairs Department, 
New Delhi. 

2 6 FEB 1946 

Copy to : Foreign Office 
(lir.L.F.Ryraan) 

Air Ministry (Mr. 
J.B. Hogan, 

Seafprd House) 

Air Ministry (ivIr.J. Hardwick, 
Btish 

House) 

Kabul 
(Major 

Crichton)^ 
6 FEB lS4b 

To see after issue 
: 0 roup G * 1 

. 

U uiu 
" 

L’i. rl-iey 
Vlxig 

Gmdry 
Taylor 

Will you please refer to Miss 

Rolfe*s letter 
No.Sxt.4913/45 

of 28th 

November, 1945> regarding the supply of 

Tiger Moths to the Afghan Air Force? 

2. Apart from the financial question 
C Apar e rxnanciax ques'cxon 

Aw. 

. 

/ 

From A.M. No.OOX 2523 
V 

1 

of 2?th December, 1945* 
To A.M. No.0269 of 3rd 

January, 1946. 
/ 

raised in 
that letter^ 

we shall be 

grateful for information regarding 

the present state of this matter. We 

are not clear whether the Afghans have 

yet placed 
a firm order for the 

aircraft^ 

although 
we observed from paragraph 9 of 

Kabul Intelligence Summary No.1 that thej 

had decided to do so. 
3. I enclose copies of telegrams 

exchanged between A.C.S.E.A. and the 

A.M., in case you have not seen them 

already, from which it appears 

• 
3,^0 

that/ 

— 
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that it would be 
possible 

to obtain the Moths 

out of 
a 

large transfer from South Africa. Do 

you wish 
us to 

approach the Air Ministry to 

request them to issue instructions to A.H.Q. 

India to meet the Afghan requirements, either 

from the first consignment expected from 

South Africa, or, if the receipt of these is 

not expected at an 
early date, from present 

R.A.F. holdings? 

4. I 
ajm 

sending 
a 

copy of this letter to 

Crichton. 

(tgci.) 
D. W»- 

0utAH 
‘ 
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Extract from Kabul Intelligence Summary No. 1 for 
fortnight ending 4th January,1946* 

9 (a) Proposed purchase of trainer aircraft. 

The Afghan Government have decided to buy eight secondhand 

Tiger Moth trainer aircraft from the Government of India, 

together with five years* spares. 
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CYHiSR MESSAGE. 
JO 

Prom: A.C.S. E.A. 
A.M. Kingsway. 

RESTRICTED 
. Your X 2523 27 December 

(R) H.Q., B.A.P.S.E.A* 
A.H.Q.(l). 

0 269 3 Jan* 

. 
Confim we could make available for 

Afghanistan Government 8 half 16 of Tiger Moths from South Africa 
. 

H.Q.B.A.F.S.E.A.: ORGIII 
AQA 
S.0.0. 

E.I.D. 
S.EQ.S.0• stso(a) 

S0/A1^C 

SASO 
TRG. Plans. 

S.ENG.S.O. 
OPS.I. 

AHQ(l): 
S.ESO 
AOC 
AQA 
SASO 
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^ 
Supply of Aircraft to Afghanistan. 

The position regarding the supply of Tiger Moth aircraft to .Afghanistan 
appears to be 'somewhat confused since it was stated by Air H.p. India that s lx 

aircraft 
v/ere 

already available and were 
ready for collection 

as soon as 
details regarding handing 

over and payment had 
oe£n 

finalised, a^dstated that it had been intimated to* the Afghan 
Government that the purchase price would be ,1600. Having in mind the information from the Air Ministry that the cost would be 11310 I queried 
the figure of ‘600 and although correspondence in the relevant files between local departments 

was shown to quote this figure it was not possible to ascertain by whom or on 
what authority it was 

iiven. 
r*' 

v/iicA of the uncertainty 
as to "whether the aircraft were actually available and the confusion re. 

arding the price I decided to 
' follow up the question with B.A.F.S.G.A. by whom I was 

.nformed that 
as far as 

they 
were aware no aircraft had yet been made available for handing 

over. This appeared to be confirmed by 
a co y of Air Ministry signal >.2323 dated 2/th December, 1945, addressed to A.C.S.E.A., which I was 

shown, enquiring whether eight Tiger Moths could be made available 
cmd i 

urged that an immediate decision be taicen 
on this question. The following A*C.S.M.A. reply 

was made to Air Ministry under reference 0.269 
on 

3rd January, 1946:- 

H Your X.2523 27 December. Confirm 
we could make available 

for Afghanistan Government 8 half 16 of Tiger Moths from 
South Africa. 

i5 
• ' 

Mrom which it would appear that until such time 
as the 200 Tiger Moths which are 

being transferred from South Africa, 
commence to arrive in * ’ India there will be little prospect of satisfying the Afghan requirement. 
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^ 

'he opportunity 
v/as taken of explaining the position to the Chief Maintenance Officer, fS.Z./,., who promised to do everything 

po3t>iDle to expedite the preparation and handing 
over of the aircraft 

as soon as instructions 
were received from Mir Ministry. 

It is recommended that Air Ministry 
now be asked to consider the isoiie of instructions to India that the Afghan requirements be made available from the first consignment of Tiger Moths from South Africa, 

or, if receipt of these is not expected at an 
early date, from present K., .F. holdings. 
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COPY 

Ref: 
3.9.(s^. 

AIR MINISTRY, 
Bush House, S.E, Aldwych, 

W.C.2. 

2nd February, 1946 

, 

Dear Group Captain 

., 

yarding 
the question of eight Tiger Moths for sale to 

e 
*2 gaans, I am 

writing to let you know that A.ir Command bouth East Asia have agreed that eight aircraft 
can be made available from those being sent to Air Command South East Asia from South Africa. 

We are 
asking Air Command South East Asia to let us Know the details 

as soon as 
possible and will inform you of any developments. There may be still 

some 
delay due to shipping difficulties and priorities within Air Command Soutl' “,ast Asia on account of some of the first Moths being urgent] 

wanted to replace United States types due for handing back. 
" e 

hope, however, that the situation will be cleared 
soon. 

Yours sincerely 

(Sgd). 
J. Hardwick 

Group Captain Hartley 
India Office, 
LONDON, S.W.l. 
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A.M. Form 1700 
(549) Wt. 32494—Q2094 1250m 4 sorts 10/43 G.S^t. Gp 820 

SECRET 

( 
26 ) 

WANING.—This cypher 
message must first be paraphrased if it is necessary to 

publish 
its text or to communicate it to persons outside British Government 
Services and Departments. Messages marked One-Time Pad 

: 44 
O.T.P.” 

are 
excepted from this rule. 

00X 2523 

VH/C. 

(Despatched 

a 
.M,C.b .^Kvvvv Dec 2J) 

Air Ministry Kingsway. 

11 
-U. A.C.b. 

c.m. 
Singapore 

Repeated:- h.rj r a r q 
c' 

i, , ——--n 
.r .o .c 

. 

n.H.Q. India. 
£^0523 De.c._ 27 IMPORTr.NT RaSTR ICTFD 

T 

FROM 

3 
SnnrN 

T 

P 

Ti 
‘ 
?ANfF 

5 
R 0F Tw0 hundred. Tiger Ivioths 

FRJM OOUTH hFRICA. PLEASE 
SA-Y WHETHER YOU COULD MAKE E ,GHT 

Cpepeat, 
eight of these a . 

rc^A Iva 

for the mfghanistan 
Government. 

Cop 
ies to: 

- 

D .D .0.2 (or ig,< 

UUE OF 

U.h.L D.O.(F. 

D." 
of E P-P-E.7 

^ 

‘ • - 
j • • 

14 

^ 

S.9(s) 
2.9(e) 

F.1 
F .6 

D.D .Movements (,Sea) 

— * 
India Office (Mr. 

n 
.F .Mop ley) 

GtC.CoJm 

—In the interests of economy, both sides of this sheet should be used. 
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Q'* 
.‘i > 1 

, 
/ 

“7 
iCrovornmont of India. COD f£zt«rnal Affairs Departaent. 

y- 
SXPHSSS LETTER 

. 
Frofio^reidi, 

New Delhi. 

- 

uharge d*Affaires, Kabul. 

m 

(Repeated: Secretary of State for India,London.) 

No: F.505(2)-F/4D. Dated December 1345. 

r Subject;- Supply of Tiger iioth aircraft to 
the Afghan Government. 

o c, 

1 

Your 
telegram No.^i42 dated 13th October 1945. 

^ * 
The question 

was 
discussed by Lancaster with 

Air Headquarters. It 
was 

agreed that eight second- mvCmw 

/s’ 
r 

,ban4 Moths which 
were 

still availaole in 
i y 

<%/ /^^jndia could be supplied to the Afghan Government 
at £ 60C each. Spare parts for maintenance for 5 
years could also be 

supplied, 
the total cost of 

which for all 8 
aircraii for the whole period is / io 

vu, 

fW, 
/ 

v 
pMtivnJ/fy 

Hi 
j/l uJsu 

|^k i# ^ 

i(oc 
o*} ^ 

AM, 
l^< 

j 
i\,^l & 

mi 

/3 -* C*%*- 
to U 

AA^W^Urvv 
fy\X«- ij, 

Uc 

~f] 

TU^- 

u 

SEflb. pol. B£n. 

1 i 
nrc 1 

^^^ 

": /a 
p 

i A 

estimated at Rs.15,000 
.on 

the basis of 
a 

monthly 
flying figure 

of 200 hours by each aircraft. This 

may be taken 
as 

rough guide and if 
more or 

less flying 
is done in 

one month the cost will vary roughly in proportion. The Afghan Government shoult 
be asked to state the estimated number of flying 
hours they 

propose to do monthly during next five 
years. 

3. These aircraft and spare parts 
can now 

be 
offered to 

Afghan 
Government 

at the prices quoted 
above. It is 

suggested that, if the offer 
is accepted, six months* spares should be supplied 

with the aircraft and the remaining four and 
a 

half 
years spares should be earmarked and stored in 
India by the Royal Air Force to be delivered 

on demand. Afghans should, however, pay for whole 
five years' 

spares at 
once as 

they will be held solely 
on 

behalf of Afghan Government. The suggestion 
that the whole 

consignment 
of spare parts should not be delivered at once is prompted 

by experience of the inadequate storage facilities 
in Afghanistan. 

4. When the order is received, these aircraft 
and the first lot of spares ra 

will be 
handed 

over 
to Afghan pilots at Peshawar airfield 

under the supervision of Headquarters No.l(Indian) 
Group. The Chief Instructor at Peshawar will 

ensure 
that the Afghan Pilots 

are 
properly 

conversant sant with the type before 
allowing 

them to take off 
j for Kabul. Any costs of instruction 

or 
for 

accommodation and 
messing 

of Afghan Pilots will be 
for the Afghan Government to meet. 

5. As there is considerable re-organisation being 
carried out in South Kast Asia Command at present, 
the Government of India would much appreciate 

an early decision in the matter before tnese Tiger Moths 
are 

absorbed into R.l.A.F.flying establishments. 

Issue of the above has been authorised. 

. 

[}\ryy^ 

^ ^ ^ 

Under Secretary to the Government of India. 

B S/30-11. 
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EXT.4313/45 DRAFT LETTER 

/J 

C.B.Duke, Esq 
., 

li ri 
Deputy Secretary to the 1 /rl/v wyjlM 

G-overnment of India in the 
External Affairs Department, 

2 b. MM ) 7 

I V New Delhi. 

to 
$0^4^ 

Sects* 

• 

/AAA/jf 
tyt** 

' 

l/u 

Foreign Office, 
(without enclosures) 

to:- / 

2 8 NOV 1945 

Will you 
please refer to correspondence 

ending with our official telegram No. 
20365 

of 14th September 1945 regarding the supply 

of Tiger Moths to the Afghan Air Force? 
i. 

I enclose a qopy of a letter from the 

Air Ministry regarding the price of these 

aircraft. We have delayed action on the 

matter in order that the Air Ministry might 

ascertain whether the aircraft would require 

replacement. I understand that although 

no 
reply has yet been received from BAFSEA 

on this question, it is considered improbable 

that there will be any surplus stocks 

available. The Air Ministry 
are therefore 

not in a 
position 

iiiii ii 
"*hHn mum 

autnority to 

reduce the price of £1311 stated in their 
/letter 

y 

_ 
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• < 

/ 

* 
j 

•-> V* J. 

letter, except with regard! to deficiencies in 

individual aircraft* Such reductions would not be large. 

J, I presume you would agree with the Air Ministry's 

statement that this price is not one which the Afghans 
u€- 

would be prepared to pay. May / have the Government of 
cMJfays J fr* 

India's views on the ikeing the transfer of 

these aircraft?am sending copy of this letter to hal <7 

Crichton. 

(Sd.) C-. ROLFE . Lt , 

# 

٥٨ المرجع: IOR/L/PS/12/2014 حق النشر: رخصة حكومة مفتوحة

 http://www.qdl.qa/العربية/archive/81055/vdc_100036314115.0x00003b :اعرض على مكتبة قطر الرقمية 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100036314115.0x00003b?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


مجموعة ٥٥/٥(٤)(س) "أفغانستان: توريد طائرات تايغر موث" [٣٠و] (١٦٠/٥٩)

/ 
Tel. No. 
ABBEY 

S.101102/A. 
1.1 

Dear 
945 

'■Wrnjrtii. "tv -~irii 
<‘riiMTTrm<~iTn« 

Will you please refer to your letter to 
Hardwick No. 3XT« 

3817/45 
of Hth August 1945, 

regarding the enquiry from the Afghans for 
o Tiger Moths. 

Xbu ■will haVe'seen a copy of A.C.S.E.A. 
Signal 0.1?6 of 11th Septeniber stating that 8 
aircraft 

car now be made available by them but 

•we now haVe to consider what price 
we shall 

ask for them. 

These aircraft have not been declared 
officially surplus and therefore we have no 

Production for disposal at a reduced price 
which would be in the region of £600 each. 
The price of a 

Tiger Moth supplied from R.A.P. 
stocks is £1,311* but it is obvious that the 
Afghans will not be prepared to pay this. 

power to offer them to the Ministry of Aircraft 

/The 

R. M. Oleary, Esq., 
India Office, 
S. W.1 

9 
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f(~4 ~J. > 

The Air Ministry, however, cannot offer 
these aircraft on specially favourable terms' 
without prior Treasury Sanction, and we feel 
that the best course is either for your 
Department to approach the Treasury direct 
requesting them for a price concession, or 
to state a case on political or other grounds 
which we could submit to the Treasury with 
a reasonable prospect of obtaining a 
reduction in the standard price of“ this type 
of aircraft supplied from R*A*F. stocks* ♦ • * ♦ * 

We shall be glad to have your reactions 
to the above proposals in due course* 
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WARNING.—This cypher 
message must first be paraphrased if it is necessary to 

publish 
its text or to communicate it to persons outside British Government 
Services and Departments. Messages marked One-Time Pad: 

“ 
O.T.P.” 

are 
excepted from this rule. 

d.1M WX.48343 

(Recd 
.aMCS 11th Sept,1945) 

FROM:- A.C.S.E.A. 

TO:- Air Ministry 
' 
/h 

i tehaul* 

RPTO:- B.A.F.S.E.A. APIQ I 
nd 1 a.! 

;~CRET 

0.17 6 Sept ,11th 

ifGFR 
Moths 

for 
Afghan Government* 

^our AIX.838 31 August to 
A.C.S.E.A. 

only. Confirmed 
that in view of change of situation 

8 Tiger Moths 
could be made available from our resources. 

Time 
of 

Origin 110615 
Z 

Copies 
to;- 

A. 1.1, (action-2 copies). 
D.D.O.A., 

C 
.i+8., 

F 
.6.([); 

, 

S.9.(S), 
0.5., 

Adm in 
Plans 1., PSb Te 

ls 

(MAP) 
(for 

PS.19- 2 
copies), 

India Office,^ (Mr,Cleary). 
File, 

P1le S .101102 Refers. 

{U 
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CYPHER MESSAGE 

WARNING.—This cypher 
message must first be paraphrased if it is necessary to 

publish 

its text or to communicate it to persons outside British 
or 

United States 
Government Services and Departments. Messages marked “One-Time Pad” 

or “ 
O.T.P.” 

are 
excepted from this rule. 

^ • ■ W V I • t AJJVI L/ 1 N f -'I 
INDIA HAVE SUBSEQUENTLY ENQUIRED IF SUPPLY OF TlGER Moths 

can be made from 
U.K. 

resources if mFghan Government 
place firm demand. Position 

regarding 
SUPPLY FROM U.K. 

IS THAT ALL MGER n'lOTHS 
IN THIS COUNTRY ARE REQUIRED FOR USE AND NO FORECAST 

CAN BE GIVEN AS TO WHEN THEY WILL BE RELEASED. 

CONURM OR OTHERWISE STATEMENT IN PARA 2 
WHETHER TlGER Moths 

can be made available. 

m 

IX', 838 

(Desp.mMCS 
31st 

august 
1943j 

FROM 
:- /mr Ministry Whitehall, 

I0i- m.C.G.E.m, 

ROUT INE SECRET 

W nIX.838 
augu s t 

31st 

. Your ,0 218 30 July. Government 
of 

In 
view of change of situation will you 

T ime of 
Origin 311852 Z 

Copies 
to : 

F 
i le 

, LiuJiiyE 1.101102 Ref 
e r s 
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DRAFT LETTER TOP SECRET 

Hardwick, Esq. 
, 

S.9.S., Air Hinistiy, 
Bush House, 

S.W.l. 

;jxt. 381 7/45 

11 AUG 1945 

/ 

Dear 

X 

Hardwick, 

Tfill you please refer to lr- I'M 1 

letter Ho. Ext. 
363^^5 

of 3rd August regarding 

the supply of Tiger Moths to the Afghan Air 

Force? I enclose a copy of a 
telegram from 

No. o862 of) 
the Government of India, which 

3th August ) 

appears to relate to A.C.S.E.A 
signal to the Air Ministry No. AI.218 of 30th 

July, from which it appears that the aircraft 

will not after all be available from- India. I 

shall be grateful therefore if you will let me 
know for the information of the Government of 

India what are 
the frkhjnooG of obtaining eight 

aircraft of this type from the resources of 

the United Kingdom in the near future. 

Yours sincerely, 

(8K>) D. M. CLEAKY 
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Ilf— 

. _ .„ ... 

(W 
F, 

25725, 

to External Departments 

CYPHER TELEGRA M 
(Q.'Y.V^i 

From 

To 

Repeated to 

.• 4 » Bated 

Reeeived 

Government of 
India, External Affairs Department. 

Secretary 
of State for India, 

Charges B’Affaires Kahnl 
(hy post), 

Eew^Delhi, 
-04,05 

hours, 
5th Angnst, 1945, 

06.15 
hours, 

5th August, 1945, 

IMPORTANT. 

No. S862- Tgp Secrete, 

Our telegram 6540 July 24th. Aircraft. 

2 
necess 

Headquarters Air Command 
now state owing to J-ty 

for light aircraft in forthcoming 
operabions Tiger Moths not reneat iiot available here 
for Afghan Government 

. 3. Request Air Ministry be approached to supply these aircraft from U.K. resources if Afghan 
Government place firm demand. 

-r AUG194R 
INDIA OFFICE 
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SECRET 

WARNING.—This cypher 
message must first be 

paraphrased if it is necessary to 
publish 

its text or to communicate it to persons outside British Government 
Services and Departments. Messages marked One-fime Pad: “O.T.P.” 

are 
excepted from this rule. 

'7X 43418 

FRUi: 

- T0;- 

(Recd. 
AMCS 30th July 

1945) 

HO iOSEA 

Air Mini ?try ' 'h 
( tehall 

SECRI^T 

AI 2 18 July 30 

1. Oup Al .349 M ay 5 
and subsequent signals 

REFERENCE 
T 

I G FR 
"FTo 

T H S' AFGHAN GOVERNMENT YOUR DECISION 
NOT REPEAT NOT YET RECEIVED. 
2* Owing requirement light aircraft forth 
coming OPERATIONS THIS THEATRE NOT REPEAT NOT NOW 
POSSIBLE MAKE IlGER MOTHS AVAILABLE. 

3. Therefore we are requesting Government 

of India to advise Afghan government present inability 

TO SUPPLY AIRCRAFT. 

Time 
of origin 

301150Z 

Copies to:- 

A 

- 

1.1 

- 

(act 
I on 

2 

for 
P.S.19* C.48 

I ndi a 
Off i ce 

(KIT 

copies^ P.D.O.A. P.S 

;; 

6 I els 
MAP F.6(d) 8.9(5) 

0.5- Admin Plans 1 ClearV) 
File. 
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eUxcA'cJbxl S 

28 th July, 1945, 

Dear Bercy, 

a I an sorry to norzy you further about 'the matter which you are in the process of handing 
over to another department but I have 

received a copy of a 
telegraphic reminder from ACSSA to the Air 

Ministry No* AI.115 time of origin 080905Z of July 8th asking for a reply to their AI.349 of May 3rd and referring to the Air Ministry's 
signal AX.837 of June 14th* 

Wing Caimander K*S* Berry, (A.F.L.9), 

Seaford House, 
37, Belgrave Square, 

W.l. 

As/ 
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/ 
* 

* 

■ 

•J 

As this reminder was 
repeated to Iraq and Persia I am 

doubtful 
whether he refers to the subject of Tiger Moths for Afghanistan 
and I should be grateful if you would get 

someone to turn up 
the corresnondenee and let 

me know what it is all about* 

Tours sincerely, 

D M. CLEAR* 

« 5 . 
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CYPHER MESSAGE 

V ft WARNING.—^This cypher 
message must first be 

paraphrased if it is necessary to 
publish 

i 

' ' 
its text or to communicate it to persons outside British 

or 
United States 

^ 
Government Services and Departments. Messages marked ''One-Time Rad” iT 

• \ 
or “ 

O.T.P.” 
are 
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c 
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KX26Q07 

TO 

REPEATED 

I A ̂  c: 

Air iv.{ stry, R i ngsway 

A.H.Q. Iraq 
and 

Persia. B.a.F.S.E.h. 

July 8th. SECRJi 

’ 

IMPORT.-iNT, 

Your hX 837 June 14th. Would se grateful 
OP p 

EPLY AS THIS QUESTION HAS NOW BEEN OUTSTANDING 

i 
nce 

3rd May. Our A|. 349 May 3rd 
refers. 

Co i es to 

Time of origin;- 
080905Z 

m.F.L.9 ( 
2 

cop|Es)(/n 
CTIQY ) 

P.S. 19 M.a.P. 
C,48 

' 
F.6.(D) 

3.9'(3) 
0.5. 
India Office 
Admin Plans I. s^r 

V' 
V * 

i 
k 

if 
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A.M. Form 1700 
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SECRET 

■ 

COPY 

WARNING.—This cypher 
message must first be paraphrased if it is necessary to 

publish 

its text or to 
communicat6“1T”Jb 

persons outside British Government 
Services and Departments. Messages marked 

| 
One-Time Pad: “O.T.P.” 

are 
excepted from this rule. 

JP 

FROM:- 

TO: 

- 

J_fcB7, 

(x 
(R^cd. 29691 

May 19i+5 

HQ. 

, 

,CSE \. 

nip 
Ministry, Whitehall. 

SECRET IMPORTANT 

'il 349 May 3rd 

.iFghan 
Government 

have asked to be supplied 
with 

8 Ti ger 
Moths. 

2. Request 
you signal 

(a) 
your agreement to this 

SALE. 
(B) 

PRICE TO BE CHARGED PER AIRCRAFT. 

Time 
of origin 

030625Z 

COPIES TO 
:- 

..F.-L.9 ( ,ction)(2 COPIES)., 3.0.0(A). 
FILE. 

RECIRCULATE D ..MCS 27th July 1945 

- 

Authy A.I.1. 

CuPIES TO 
:- 

• 

PS.6 TELS.MAP(2 COPIES) 
FOR 

PS. 19 (MAP)., 
C. 

48., F.6(d). 

, 

Sp(S)., 0.5., 

> 

DM IN 
PLANS.1., 

INDI 

, 

OFFJ^^flCCLE 

,RLY). 

Note 
.— 

In the Interests of economy, both sides of this sheet should be used. 

v 
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Cit copy 
r 1*NDIa t>ih£CT 

rrom :- Charge d^faires, 
tp21 

Us 

To :- Foreign, now Dolhi^ /r ’ 
} j' 
I i r 

Heptds- aocrotary of Jtato forvjgfiCA 

secretary of State for India," London. 

no.503/43. Dat ed i2th ^pril 1945. 

(V,' 

, Load on. ^ 
) Aia 

ZiAlL* 

act, aeSgyS I ̂ SBS^ SSBH^y 
1 

«8Sr*S8$*i? 
wo - 

2. The Air Co i;and:\xit has asked the Military Attache for 

L the following details regarding Tiger Moth aircraft and at the 
sa-ie iiiue stated that he hopes to out fin the approval of his 
Javernmant for the purenase of 8 of these trainer aircraft. 

(&) theti^r 3 Tiger Moths can be made available together * 
V: with spare parts for both engines andjaodiea 

of the 

Jf ?tvw 
-Wfr 

aircraft to cover a period of two years. 

(b) whether delivery will be made from India or i^ngland. 

(cj The present cost of a Tiger Moth aircraft. 

(d) > n estiiaate of the cost of freight ann charges^ 

(,e) The approximate cost of two years spares fer 8 aircraft. 

5. The only figures so far communicated to the Afghan 
Government are those quoted in Foreign*^ te Wgram 
Dec amber 1943. 1 

charge f aires, 
$ WAV’1945 

INDIA OFFICE 
Cnti. 
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SXT. 1456/45 . 3SCHET 
Extract from Yeekly Intelligence Summary 
No.10 for the week ending 9th March 1945. British Legation. 

Kabul. 

17* Proposed Purchase of Tiger Moth Aircraft . 

Ref, Summary No.50 of 1944 para. 15. 
The Afghan Govt, have not yet reached a final decision 

regarding the purchase of 6 to 8 Tiger Moth trainer aircraft. 
The accident to the Tiger Moth aircraft in Kabul last September when the propeller broke off in mid-air has been given as the 
reason for this lack of decision. Certain Afghan pilots 
apparently suspect that the Tiger Moth type of aircraft is 
in the habit of losing propellers in mid-air, and have made 
reports to the effect that the position regarding the use of 
tropical or ordinary propellers on this aircraft requires further investigation. 
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To: A.M. 3«frr5Q77/Mf, 
of 13th Nov„ 1944c 

Prom: A.M. S. 39^00/ 
dated 

23rd Nov. 1944. 

''4-3/ 
EXT.5330/4 4. 

mAPT LETTER. 

C.B. Duke, Esq., 
Joint becretary to the Government of 

xndia, 
External Affairs Department, 

New Delhi. 

. 50 " 0VI944 
' 

I enclose copies of correspondence 

exchanged with the Air Ministry, concerning 

the supply of aircraft to the Afghan 

Air Force, which I think is self- 

explanatory. It is certainly 

unfortunate that we cannot carry out the 

recommec^ations of Wing Commander King, 

but the Air Ministry seem to have gone 

into the matter very thoroughly, and^the 
results of their investigation must be 

accepted as final. 

I am sending a copy of this letter, 

with enclosures, to/Kabul. 

WBd.) D M CLEART 
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Sxt. 5330/44 . 

DRAPT L3TjER 

Pliglit Lieut. A.P. Walters, 
Air Ilinistry, 

Seaford House, 
37 ? Belgrave Square, 

London, S. 7.1. 

2 4 NOV 1044 
' 

Dear .'alters. 

With reference to your letter to Miss 

p.olfe of 20th November, 19V^j No. S. 101102/ 

to the Afghan Air Force, v/e have received no 

on the purchase of this type of aircraft until 

about the end of the year when their Military 

Mission, which is about to set out for India, 

will have reported. In any event it seems 

that, as India can supply the six or eight 

aircraft required by the .Afghans at a price 

not very far removed from that quoted by your 

Department, if the Afghans do decide to purchase 

they -will obtain their requirements from India. 

A5L 3, concerning the supply of Tiger Moths 

reply from the Government of India, but we 

understand that the Afghans will not decide 

Yours sincerely, 

feed.) D. M. OLEAfir 
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Oel r# 
Ext. ... 

Sloa loane 
'l H U ffV ‘It’TH. 

0611 
6^ 45j 

Ref. S.10110^AH.9 
Your Ref. 

A 
k 
R 
, »^e t ^11 VL.I1 I f 

51* Bels r^v^^qw e. ^^SSKCEMQflClflCCZCZ!! ■ T I I 11 I 
LONDON, S.W.I. 

r A* 

5 _ 

Dear T/Us 

20th November, 1944* 

r 
V.J o «./ 

I an writing with reference to your 
express letter to the Government of India 
No. Bxt»3649/44 concerning Tiger Moths for 
the Afghans, of which you sent us a copy. 
We suppose that since no further communication 
tion has been received, these aircraft 
are not required from the United Kingdom. 

Miss C. Rolfe, 
India Office, 

Whitehall, 
S.W.l. 
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Ext. 4871/44 SECRET 

Extract from Weelcly Intelligence Summary 
Ho.40 for the week ending 6th October s 1944* 

x x x x x 

22. Proposed Purchase of Tiger -^oth Aircraft 

^./C?ef. S. No. 36 para. 21. 

The i.iinistry of Defence have given a 
hint that the accident to the Tiger iuoth on 
3rd September in which the propeller broke 
off in mid air has led to some lack of 
confidence amongst officers in the Air Eorce 
regarding the suitability of the Tiger Hoth 
for service in Kabul Questions were asked 
about the types of propeller used with this 
aircraft and whether they were likely to 
prove efficient in Kabul. 

There was however no indication that 
the Afghan Covemment intended to postpone 
a decision about the proposed purchase 
of Tiger moth aircraft as a result of this 
accident, though it is probable that the 
Afghan authorities will ask the British 
pilot instructor to give a further 
demonstration when a new propeller arrives 
in Kabul. 

x x x x x 
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S:t.3g49A4 

.4 
^ g MJQ \344 

Prom: Secretary of State for India 

To: (rOvemaent of India, External Affairs 
Department, repeated to H.U. Minister, 
KabuJU 

Reference Pon.iinka 97 dated 20th July and 

connected correspondence* Tiger Moths# Copies of 

correspo n dence 'wi th Air 'i: .istry ^ are enclose! ^ 
(To Air Ministry dated 28#7«^i4 ) jjTtMA 
(prom fir i: Is try d ted 1 5 # »’p:-) from '.vhich -;*m*****iA~t*G&^ teat ^ne/ 

.ga?o .ww^>jdy^to waive departmental charges on price 

Moths# 
CO*A 

AUG 1944 Since 

from India 

51*^ very near!; 

JE telegrsn H< 

1 . r 

SMfcj - loths 

June, matter has not 

A 
• 
v«[< 

UM 

l-nvou n:.ent '..islito rurchase .tota l cost ■lium 
g Jj-qA tat '.Svv CMh. bv^fOoy c^uKtA 

depreci.ation jvrill 
be calcula.ted in India# 

(Sd.) C. ROLFE 
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/£/g AIR MINISTRY 

KtN G"Ch ar les "Street, 
W++I T E HA trLT S.W .1 

Sloane 0611 
Tel. No. 

> r 

’ 

‘ A ̂ eafird House, 
-vV^A . J U y T J 07 , Belgrave 3 qua re , 

*^ N v London, S.W.l. 

3.101102,/A.P.L^Q. | 044 15thjAugust, 
1944. 

You asked me in your ^2766/44of^the_- 
Pftt.h .Tniv. 1944 if there is any possibility that 
the Air ? : inistry would he prepared towaive or reduce 

the departmental charges which would normally be 

included in the cost of the Tiger Moths tha^ 
we 

have offered the Afghan Government* (subject to 
American agreement). 

As I explained to you on the telephone, 
owing to a misunderstanding the figure of £±,100 
which I previously quoted as the price of each - 

Tiger Moth is not correct. rn hat 'oi 1 i*b-> the price 
of an aircraft issued from the United Kingdom and 

would not, of course, cover freight etc me ^ 
a s° n 

for the higher figure for departmental charges for 

aircraft supplied from overseas is that 
^ese chafes 

include cost of freight and insurance to the overseas 

Command in question. ^ 

The actual figure W 1 aircraft issued from 

India would be £1,200. This is the total cost 

including departmental charges (hut ^eluding cost 

of packing cases and freight from India). The fig Ture 

I RESD. PwL DEPT. 1 /would... 

V 

Miss C. Rolfe, 
India Office, 

Whitehall, Sm.l. 
Ao 

INDIA .. rF'lCE 
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would, however, he reduced to allow for depreciation 

hy 1 per cent for every 10 hours flown or 
run^ 

since new or since the last 
overhang 

and based on 
figures of£600 for the airframe and £300 for the 
engine. If the airframe or 

engine have been 
overhauled the figures of £600 or £300 can 

also\b»e 
•depreciated hy 

10^ 
per cent for each overhaul. /' 

The figures for depreciation will of course have 
7 to he calculated in India. 

name a total figure, i.e. not 
separate^departmental 

charges from the hasic cost of airframe and engine. 

It should in fact he 
practicable to earmark the 

six aircraft and quote 
a 

total price which 
would^ 

include allowance for 
depreciation; 

hut I am afraid 

we 
cannot agree to waive or reduce 

departmental 

charges as these cover expenses already incurred 
hy the Air "inistry for storage and handling, 
inspection, administration,-etc. and for 

freight 

and insurance to India. 
L 
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From Government of India? External Affairs 
Department* 

To Seci^etar^ of State for India* 

Repeated Kat> ul * 

Dated 
’ 

New Delhi, 18*55 hours, 19th June 1944 

Received 2l*C0 hours, 19th June 1944f 

* 
No - 82 of UBy "Bfh * 

No* 8150 ♦ 

Addressed to Secretary of State for 
India repeated to Kabul telegram. No.135* 

niQ 
Form inks No-57 of April 26th an d Katodon 

g. Six Tiger Moths could be supplied from 
India at 14 days notice at £1,100 each excluding cose 
of spares and tools but subject to allowance i or 
depreciation* Actual expenses on special packing and 

freight (if any) would also be payable as^well as 

departmental charges fixed by the Air Ministry ac 25 

per cent. - ——— 
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u^opiea Circulated. u'opiefc 

From 

To 

OYPHKF T, ILCOR/yb^T.P . 

UKURKT 
15860 

Hi 8 i.‘ajeaty T 8 Lfiitiater, Aabul 9 

Secretary of Ctate for Foreign Affairs, 
India Office. 

Repeated to Government of Imlia, External Affairs 
Department® 

Dated Kabul, 15.30 hours, 5th Fay, 1944. 

Received 01.30 hours, 6th I”ay, 1944. 

62, 
Addressed to Decretory of State for Foreign 

Affairs repeated to External /iffairs Department Hev; 
m ^ .Delhi. Form in Aa telegram IJo.5? (sic. V 6?). Provided 

Tiger l oth test io aai.isx fiotopy (vid e my Express lett er 
lio. 5-'}i3/4d of April dth) Afghan G:>vemaient may wish to 

*'* /' purchase up to six repeat six (they will certainly 
look to India first for supply if as 1 presume 
machines are cheaper there). ^(5 I 

Sq uir e 62 Fay 6th. 
& 
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EXT .1779Ail DRAFT TE IE GRAM 

Fran: Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
India Office • 

To * H»M ^lin is ter, Kabul • 

Repeated toj Government of India, External Affairs 
Department • 

Forminka, Kabul. 

Cypher XXX 

1 / I 1 
Air Ministry nave surplus stock of 

Tiger ^Moths and feave inquired whether the 
/ ^ / / / 

Af^an Government are likely to require any 

I / ; / 
during next twelve months. Brice of new 

Moth is £l,100 Wt suitable allowance would be 

I / * / made for depreciation. Supply would be 

asru 
/ / 

United States 
I 1 

dependent on agreement 

Executive on the London Munitions Assignment 
7 

I 
Board . 

/ ( * 
In view of your correspondence with 

/ i / ‘ 1 Goverment of India resting with Katodon 57 

KV) dated iiith March yit seems ‘unlikely that 

Af^ians would ̂ wish* to purchase 
1 
^tns ^ if ttiey IS 

can be^obtained in India./ Grateful for your 

views and for ^those of Government of India. 
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COP'" 

aKOt V 

Tel. No. 

Ext 10, 

pecan 
* & 
kKj> 

$ it+lir 

: Ta.- W .p ? >.4 O. 
>WAC^ (^%X K ' /$ 

s+ 

AIR MINISTRY. 

bbMiGc^bMcRiaBSoSajeefi^ r^' ̂  i/ : 
3^»gq3PEpgU2C;xS!CWftc>: 

S. 10025^ SEAPQRD HOUSE, 
37, Belgrave Square, 
S.W.l. 

21st April, 1944^ 

IWm fUi(c- 

The recent reduction in the Training Organisation 
of the Royal Air Force has resulted in a surplus stock of 
Tiger Moth aircraft being left on our hands. 

It has therefore been suggested that we should 
enquire whether certain Allied or neutral countries are 
likely to have any requirements for Tiger Moths in the 
course of the next 12 months. The price of a new Tiger 
Moth is about £}.|00, but suitable allowance would be made 
for depreciation. 

Any requests by Allied or neutral countries for 
these aircraft would have to be agreed by the United States 
Executive on the London Munitions Assignment Board before we 
could authorise the supply. 

If you think it worthwhile, perhaps you would like 
to let Kabul know that these aircraft will be available if 
the Afghans should be interested. 

2 t A, 

,NDA 

f? 
I 

m 
Miss Rolfe** 4 

India Office, 
WHITEHALL, S.W.l. 
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SECRET EXT. l+Q77/hU . 

Extract from Weekly Intelligence Summary No. 34 for the week ending 23th August 1944. 

The Air Force . 

^ Tiger Moth Air craft . 

Ref. 3. No. 24 para 19* 

The Tiger Moth air craft sent to Kabul 
for test will be flown hack to Peshawar on 
or about 31st August by Sqdr^Leader B. King R.A.F. pilot instructor to the Afghan Air 
Force. He will be accompanied by an Afghan 
pilot named 3.M. Muhd Akbar Khan. 
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Ext. 2877/44 

Extract from Kabul Weekly Intelligence Su-roaiy No.22, for the week ending 2nd June, 1944. 

18 • Proposed purchase of a Tiger Moth Aircraft . 

Reference Summary No.20. para.18. 

(a) The Tiger Moth aircraft arrived in Kabul on May 27th. It is understood that the aircraft has proved satisfactory so far. After further tests have been completed the aircraft will be flown to 
Peshawar. 

(b) It is stated that should the Afghan authorities be satisfied with this type of trainer aircraft, they may ask to be supplied with 6 to 12 Tiger Moths. 
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Ext. 2955/44 

Extract from Kabul Weekly Intelligence Summary No. 24 , for the week ending 16th June, 1944. 

The Air Force . 

19. Proposed Purchase of Tiger Moth Aircraft . 

Reference Summary No.22. para. 18. 

The Afghan authorities are believed to be very satisfied with the performance of the Tiger Moth aircraft during its tests in 
S r ermnent 

P ° rtS ° n ^ teSt ^ eing submitted to the Afghan 
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document to any person outside British or UoSo 
G-6v, . Jment Service is authorised* it must he paraphrased^. ' 

Allotted to External de partmen t» 
Q.oples Cl^c?ulated' and to Foreign Office * 

F rom 

To 

G,YPHER TELBaRAM 

His Majesty's Minister* Kahul^ 

G-overnrnent or India* External Affairs, 
Department# 

Repeated to Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs* 
India Office and North West Frontier 
Province® 

Dated 

Received 

90* 

Kabul* 16*50 hours, 18th May* 1944. 

11®50 hours* 19th May, 1944* 

Addressed to Government of India, External 
Affairs Department repeated to Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, India Office -and North Vest Frontier 

1 ,^ 0 Province* My telegram No«8 , 7 May 14th« Tiger Moth# 

2* Name of Afghan pilot acc€*npanying King is 
Lieutenant Mohamad AFbar,-,lFh.e.y-i 11 uyv ive Peshav/ar ^ J • 

fifij 
ra~ 

/ G * 

May .91st repeat May gl 
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Unless l?oyal J\ir Farce consider special pilot 

Afghan Government are content to let King 
demonstrate -machine* 

4* Please confirm arrangements* 
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Extract from; 
KABUL 

Intelligence Summary No.12 for the week ending 
24th March, 1944. 

The Air Force. 

22. Proposed Purchase of a British Trainer aircraft. 

Reference Summary No.39. of 1943. para. 20. 
The Afghan Government has now intimated that they would like 

to have one Tiger Moth trainer aircraft sent to Kabul from 
India for test as to its suitability for taking off from an 
airfield with a high altitude. Should the Tiger Moth prove 
satisfactory for flying conditions in Kabul, they propose to 
purchase one of them. 
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Ext.8190/44. 17th May, 1944. 

' Dear Olanville, 

Would you kindly refer to our telegram No.60 

of which was sent to you with our endorsement 
t^xt. 1560/44 of the 21st April, regarding the 
proposed offer of 9 Hurricanes to the Afghan 
Government. I understand that you were having 
conversations on the subject with some American 
officials here, and we should he glad to know 
whether these conversations have reached a stage • 
at which you can say that there is no objection to 
the Minister 1 s informing the Afghans that the 
aircraft are available. On hearing from you that 
there is no objection we shall consult the 
Foreign Office again before addressing Kabul. 

of the 19th April to H.,. Minister Kabul, a copy 

^Yours sincerely. 

Wing Commander UR.K 
Air Ministry, 

3*R,K. Glanville, 

ieaford House, 
37 Belgrave Square, 

S.W.l. 
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* . L£ ZQ^ 

v 0 
! s/'O v cn 

skcIrbt ^ 

| OM f 
» 

imUliD TSIMJRAH 

(any case the communication bl r the contents of 
this document to any person outside British or U.G. 

Dervioe is authorised d it must be 
paraphrased) 

^ 
6 

Allotted to Externa 1 Depart men to 
Copy to Foreign Office .. # 
Copi es Circulated* ' 

(y a ̂ -'\ CYPHER TKXiEGHAS' 0; . 
j. His Majesty s Minister, Kabul, 

Government of India., External Affairs Dept. 5 

From 

To 

Repeated to Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
India Office & North ’Nest Frontier Province© 

Dated ^ Kabul, 14th Kay, 1944* 

Received lOK 15 hours, 15th Hay, 1944© 

a No 
Addressod to Government of India, External 

Affairs Department,, repeated to Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs and North West Frontier Province<> 

Your telegram Noe 6308 of l ay 6th. Tiger Moth 5 

Afghan Government would like Tiger Moth flov/n 
to Kabul on May 34th and propose sending King and 
Afghan pilot tc Peshawar (? about} May 31st* 

S£C§, SSL f £PT> *94* • gimo Royal- Air :rorcv;- officer will also come 
1 ' MAY 1 n ' ! up. 

ijrvt ̂  f w I 
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' 

'- 
2 

- 

ux) to detfionstrate the machine« It oo 
seat vvill be 

reserved for him in Legation lorry leaving Peshawar 

on 
May 24tho Please 

telegraph 
name for visa purposes 

and authorise North Ueet Frontier Province to issue 

pas 
spoilt 

c 

hquir 
e 8 7 May 14 clx 
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_ 

; 

EXT. 
&>12/Vu 

DRAFT D.O. LETTER 

To: Wing Comraander S.R.K. Grlanville, 
Air Ministry, 

Seaford House, 
37, Belgrave Square, S.W. 1. 

» 

Qx<x\. 

Will you pi' 

2 MAY Mi 
JSA^. 

you please refer to your letter of 21st 

April, No. 
S.10025VAFL9, regarding surplus Tiger Moth 

Aircraft for Afghanistan. 

I enclose for convenience of reference & oopy of 

;>/ / 
telegrams exchanged with Kabul on the subject* You 

z-i. 
will have seen other correspondence 

between Kabul and India regarding 

, 

7 ^^ 

1 / 

To Kabul No. 6? dated 24.4.44. 
Prom Kabul No. 82 dated 5. 

*4,44.) 

>.5.44 
) 

Copy to: 
- 

the Afghan Governments desire to purchase 
one 

Tiger 

Moth in India, if the test is satisfactory. It 
seems 

likely that if they want any more 
they will buy them / 

y 
12 tiAY ;+4 

abul in India, if more are available there. We have no rjnia 

' 
UvuLcU. P^O. H.Young) 

information on the latter point and 
would^like 

to 

keep your offer open until 
we hear the results of the 

test, which is to take place at Kabul shortly. 

(Sd.) C. ROLFE 
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From 

To 

Government or India* External Affairs Dept.* 

His Majesty 
f s 

Minister* Kabul* 

Repeated to aecretaxty oi* State for India. 

Dated Hew Delhi* B5.00 hours, 6th May, 1944* 

Received 04*QO houra^ 7th May* 1944o 

6508 
, Addressed Kabul repeated London Number 6508* 

Your express letter H 0 
«> 

505/45 April^ 8ttu 

Tiger Moth aircraft can be made available at 
Peshawar at cne 

week’s notice* Please telegraph 

when required* 

8c Proposal in your paragraph 8 acceptable, 

4, Your paragraph 4 not understood. If reference 

xs to tropical carburettor this docs not increase 
maximum ceiling of Tiger Moth beyond 12,000 feet. 

lECti. pcl siift di 
v 

‘Asc 

r * » 
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express le tter 

F£qsi j- 
Minister, Kabul. 

!v/' 

-- 
Jb 

/•yo Foreign, ^ew Demi# .£) 
Reptd:- Secretary of SU’^te for 

jForf*i^t 
maair^, 

V secretary of State for India, mndon. 

iiO. 503/43. ^ at 
* 

>v Aid H/Ht 
\ 

— 
p 

Tr 
>rpT 

Tffl 

Reference your telegram No.439 of 21st December* 

v 
. p. 

XgSn 
Goveminent have now 

intira.tad chat they wculci Ix^e on 

" ^ 
viffe 2 i/ioth trainer aircraft sent to Mhul for teot as to 

suitabfSto?°for 

use at Kabul altitude. If satisfactory they will 

purchase this aircraft. fa 

you are aware 

^gl^^var^nt 

are most « 
llo^J l;rei®%iiotrL ftTp'^s trirbul 

refused permission to 
SS^imery 

AttMb* to fly it. 
Rutuan. Iney therefore propose that o/h King, an^im 

pilot instructor accompanied by one 
Afglwn pilot P 

p°°® 

e Xadia 

win 

bfgl^d 

if he coula come to ..abul by Ration mail lorry. 

^ 
1 understand from King that fitting of tropical propexlor to 

^/■^J^ 

Tijer ivioth before departure from India to K.*«l wauld ^ I 

improved performance and increase 
ceiling from i4pOO to 

^QuOG. 

i 

Suggest 

this be done. 
, ^ 

, 
/j Kindlv inform aie whether 

proposal 
is acceptaole 

ana n so 

1 

date 

of 

Tiger Moth can be 

delivered 

to British pilot instruct 

J or 
at reshawar. vYv 

I RESl. KL Kt. T. 

MAY 
" ' INDIA -I FFICE 

This has been 

aujA 
or^g^d 

fo r issue. 

Becond Becretary, 
British Legation, A^abul. 

QMx 
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Ext. 
1615/244 

SECRET 

Extract from Report 
on the Afghan Air Eorce 

for the period 16th November, 1943, to 31st 
January, 192+4 

1(c) 
The Afghan Government were informed at the end of 

December that they could be supplied at short notice with 
one 

"Tiger Moth" trainer aircraft from India at 
a cost 

of £1001 plus 15/ departmental charges. This reply 
was in response to an 

enquiry made by the Afghan Government 
in 

‘‘kigust, 1943 
, as to the availability and cost of a "Tiger Moth" trainer. The Ministry of Defence have not 

so far stated whether they will accept the offer, but the 
Air Commandant is believed to be desirous of having 

a "Tiger Moth" trainer aircraft sent to Kabul from India for 
trial. Owing to weather conditions in Kabul, it is unlikely that 

a 
"Tiger Moth" could be tested out on Kabul airfields before March 15 th. The delay in reaching 

a 
decision regarding the offer of the "Tiger Moth" is probably governed by the considerations given in sub. para.(b) 

above. 
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From 

To 

.Repeated 

Dated 

OONFIDBHTIAL GODS TBLBQRAM 

Government of India» External Affairs Dept., 

His Majesty 
1 s Minister at Ka*bul 

to Searetary of State for India. 

New Delhi, 04.SO hours, £Ist Dec^mber^ 1943% 

Received. 06.15 hows, Slst December, 1943. 

11268 
* Addressed Minister at Kabul No.439 repvCated 

to Secretary of State for India, vouj* e-rpress letter 

5 A o( 
503/43 of August 2lst. Trainer aircraft. 

2. New Tiger Moth aircraft with very limited 

spares now available* price <£1*00! plus departmental 
charges at 

X5?4 
and cost of delivery India to 

Afghanistan. If Afghan Govertnaent accept immediate 
supply will be arranged. 
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i— m 
A.M. Form 1700 

7 ^ 

jcn 
c: 

COPY 

(•l» 432 ) Wt. 17827—753 *71** 4 MTt* 6/43 T^. 700 

SECRET 
Aa.'x 

6297 

WARNING.—This cypher 
message must first be paraphrased if it is necessary to 

publish 

its text or to communicate it to persons outside British tjovernment 
Services and Departments. Messages marked Orve-Tiwe-Pa^^ 

“ 
OrT.P.” 

are 
excepted from this rule. 

. 

V. AX 

c 

262 

Re cd 
. 

A 
1 
iCS 17181+96 

hrs 
. 

Nov. 43. 

Desp. AAiCS 180020A 
hrs. Nov. 43- 

To 
°- 

A.H.Q. India. 

From:- Air Fiinistry V/hitehall. 

AX. 262 17th Nov. 

Your 
Q166 

Oct. 22 
repeated as 

COR 1347 12 Nov. 

H.Fi.G. 
approve your proposal to provide one Tiger Moth 

aircraft together with such spares as you can against 
AFGHAN REQUEST. 

Following prices should be charged 
(a) 

Airframe six 
HUNDRED POUNDS 

(£600) (■) 
ENGINE TWO HUNDRED AND NINETY 

FIVE POUNDS 
(£293) (c) 

APPENDIX ,? 
A 

n 
EQUIPMENT 

ONE HUNDRED 
AND SIX POUNDS 

(£l Ob) 
PLUS INDIAN D .E 

1 S UNDER 
(a) (b) 

AND (c) 
RESPECTIVELY. PLUS COST OF DELIVERY FROM INDIA TO 

AFGHANISTAN, L._ 

IF PRICES ACCEPTABLE TO AFGHANS TAKE ACTION TO SUPPLY. 

Time of Origin 171630Z. 

Copies to:- 
A.M.S.O. 
V.C.A.S. 
D.G.E. 
D. G. 0. 

D.of Policy. 
D.a.F.L. W.0.9. 

O.D.W. O. A.8.P,4• 
India TlwiLLs RaB 

A 

. 
I 
- 

9". (Or 
i g 

.) 

A. 
1.1. 

/•> e 

I»^ 

• 

D 

* #» ^ 

Foreign Office 
(Miss McMullen) 

S.9 (s) 
Bush. S.6. 

F.6. 

E .44-0» 

/ 
4 \* 

A-f 
t 

7$ 

^ 

Jy 

f 

2 

w 

^ 

if 

!V 

. 

/fly* 

; .* V 
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R.A.F. Form 683. 
(SMALL) 

T. &W. Ltd. SECRET. 

CYPHER MESSAGE. 

WARNING. This is an 
unparaphrased version of 

a 
cypher 

message and the text must be first paraphrased if it is essential to communicate it to persons outside British Government 
Services. Messages marked 

“ 
OTP 

” are 
excepted from this rule. 

Note :—At certain Headquarters plain language copies of cypher messages may be handed unparaphrased to the U.S. Services, who will paraphrase if retransmitted 
or com- 

To Aip Min K'.vay 
(rase 

to Foreign Office;.. 
Date 

Receipt 
Time of 

Despatch 

From- AH q | nd|a 
. 

System 

22nd 

Serial 
No.^.y^F; 

Oct. !+3. 

REGS I S/ED 
STAT IMA THAT £4" 

Received A.M.C.3. Kingsway 2252 
hbs 

Recirculated 50th Oct 45* 
Q163 (oh 166 corrupt) 22 Oct Secret* 
External affairs department New Delhi have 

express letter from British Minister Kabul 

Afghan Government desire to purchase 1 tiger moth 
aircraft for training Afghan AF Pilots request is 

SUPPORTED BY 
RAF INSTRUCTOR AND RECOMMENDED BY 

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT. 
Copies of express letter have gone to Foreign Office 
India Office London number 

505/43 
dated 

21 August. 
Papa 2. We could afford to supply 1 new tiger moth 

WITH VERY LIMITED NUMBER OF SPARES BUT SHALL REQUIRE 
AUTHORITY AND THAT OF 

FOREIGN OFFICE BE FORE ITAKING ACTION 
tOUOLY ADVISE WHAT PRICE SHOULD BE CHARGED FOR THE 

A IRCRAFT. 
Para 3* Request instructions. ^Time 

of ORIGIN 
221120Z 

Copies to:- 
AFL9 

. * 
Foreign Office 

(action; 

and 

YOUR 
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I Xghan Govarsuaent have enquired whether a 
light trainer aircraft 

t Gypsy 
or 

Tiger &oth 
9 

can be purchairnd from Inaia and if so at what price* 

2* Afghan Air Force have 9 pupil pilots under training and only 2 
serviceable trainer aircraft 

f 
of the Breda type* British Pilot 

Instructor ini'or cos me that supply of this aircraft would be most valuable 
from training point of view* I 

> 

jf 
3* advantaged of supplying it are obvious* Is such an aircraft 
available for sale ? Alternatively would it be possible to supply 
aeroplane 

on loan ? Problem of spare parts would also arise but woula 
not perhaps be very difficult* 

4* *«fghan Government have also cncuirsd whether obsolete and unserviceable 
serviceable aircraft and aircraft parte* including rubber tyres, could 
be sold as scrap in India* A list is being prepared and I will forward 
it when received* 

This has been irised for issue* 

Counsellor, 
British legation, bul* 
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ej/a. 
Secret Cypher Message. 

Tc r| R iVilNISTRY 
KlNGSWAY, 

From: AHQ India. 

Received A. ivl. C, S. 1532 Hrs. 

A200 23 July. SECRET. 

xti } 
X.7815. HttV*. 

!ath, July 43. 

Follov/ing 
on our interchange signals YOUR 

0X5074 14 (or 

19 
opt) 

June 
our 

0908 1 July foreign office sent telegram 
Indian Government 

15096 8 July asking views on proposal 
WHETHER 

9 AUDAX 
EX THIS COMMAND MIGHT BE OFFERED AFGHAN 

Government. In 
reply 

India Government are putting forward 
VIEW THAT SALE OF AIRCRAFT EVEN AT LOW PR ICE IN SUCH ADVANCED 
STATE OF OBSOLESCENCE ENTAILING LIMITED FLYING LIFE AND 

,4-NTE NANCE DIFFICULTIES MIGHT DAMAGE 
BRITISH NAME AND IS 

THUS INADVISABLE. AFTER D|SCUSS* ON W|TH US THEY ARE SUGGEST! U 
ALTERNATIVE PROVISION ADVANCED TRAINER TYPE. WE 

HAVE MADE IT 
CLEAR THIS ALTERNATIVE PROPOSAL DOES NOT IMPLY THAT YOU WILL 
BE ABLE TO MAKE AVAILABLE SUITABLE AIRCRAFT. 

TI 
ME OF ORIGIN 

Copies 
to : 

230415Z. 

D.D.0.2. (action) (2 copies) 

A.F.L.9. 
S.9.(S). 
D.D.O.(A) 

0.7. (2 copies) 

0 

. 

8 

. INDIA OFFICE 
(Mr, 

R umbold. FORtiGN OFFICc ^Mr« Pink’) 

١٥٣ المرجع: IOR/L/PS/12/2014 حق النشر: رخصة حكومة مفتوحة

 http://www.qdl.qa/العربية/archive/81055/vdc_100036314115.0x00009a :اعرض على مكتبة قطر الرقمية 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100036314115.0x00009a?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


مجموعة ٥٥/٥(٤)(س) "أفغانستان: توريد طائرات تايغر موث" [٧٧ظ] (١٦٠/١٥٤)

١٥٤ المرجع: IOR/L/PS/12/2014 حق النشر: رخصة حكومة مفتوحة

 http://www.qdl.qa/العربية/archive/81055/vdc_100036314115.0x00009b :اعرض على مكتبة قطر الرقمية 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100036314115.0x00009b?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


مجموعة ٥٥/٥(٤)(س) "أفغانستان: توريد طائرات تايغر موث" [٧٨و] (١٦٠/١٥٥)

Secret. Ext.1843/1943. 
/ 

■Extract from Kabul Intelligence Summary No.4 for 
the week ending 29th January 1943. 

(7Sj 

30 
* 

Discussion regarding Trainer Aircraft. 

pm 
i j . 

T 
J 

le 

officiating 
Commandant of the Air Force, G.M.wuhd. Hashim Khan 

(«v.W.339) 
has recently been discussing with the British instructors the respective merits of Audax and Tiger Moth trainer 

aircraft". 
It would appear that officers of the Air Force are desirous of obtaining 

a few trainer aircraft for the purpose of raining 9 cadets as 
pilots during the summer of 1943. Similar discussions took place last year but no developments occurred. 
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