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No. | 6%h DaRlibey, 1922,
{ ¢ _,?
Minister

His Majesty's
presents his compliments to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the

honour to transmit herewith a copy of the undermentioned paper.
P

RBeference to previous correspondence.

Eabul despatoh ¥o.160, dated Wovember 18, 1981.

DEescriprion oF ENCLOSUEE.

=~

Name and Date. Subject.

7o 1= The Forelign Seeretary Repaiy of Afghan

to the Covernment of aeroplanses by the

India ¢ Royal Air Force,

Intine

Memorandum No.491, datel 6th Jamuayy,
1908,

v x4 SR =
Copy sent to :— i 308

The Secretary of State for India.
{without enelosure).
The Foreign Secretary to the Government of India.
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s )
From 1= Mis Majesty's ¥Minister, Kabul.

To g- The Forelgn Secretary to the Government of
India in the Foreign and rolitical
Departunent, Mew Delhi.

femorandiun ¥o.491,
Dated 6th Jawmary, 1932.
Repair of Afghan aeroplanes by the
loyal Alyr Foree, India.

- Com e &

weference ny despatoh No.160 of November 18,
1831,

2 I disoussed this proposal with the

"rine Minister on Jamuary 6.

e sald that he muoh regretted the inability
of his governnent to avail themselves of this
genaerous offer, as they would have been glad to do if

they had deen in a position to disregard the

o SEGE—

nachinations of ‘our common enemies'.

If the government of India could see their way

PP

w

toc supply the spares for use by the Afghan Government

BRI v

in repairing their machines he would be grateful.

I sald this suggestion could net be accepted

> rin

. as in view of the machinations he had mentioned any
inefficiency of repairs carried out as he proposed
would be put down to the guality of the spares
supplied by the tGovernment of

Ce 1e . v

| bt osaea as Tinally settled.

1 . -
| le R.R.neonachie.
]
]

L fis Yajesty's Minister, Yabul.
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> 773 |
2y 3

Copy of extract from Kabul Despatch llo. 160, dated 18th Hovem?en

Cle

\ 5. At this point I reminded His Excellency of his
proposal, reported in my telegram No. 9 of the 14th January,
that the Royal Air Force, India, should examine and report on
the condition of the ineffective machines belonging to the
Afghen Government, with a view to their repair, end said I should
be glad of a definite reply, as the Royal Air Force wished .to
dispose of their D.H.9A. Spares, as soon as possible, if these
were not likely to be required.

6. TFaiz Muhammad apologised for the long delay which had 3
occurred and said that, as I knew, the outburst of hostile pro-
pagenda which followed the acceptance of a loan and munitions
from His Majesty's Government, had made it impossible to pursue

this proposal in the first instance. Later had come the

discussions with the Soviet, of which he had told me, and
negotiations, which were now pending, with Junkers for an air !
service, with Afghan participation, inside Afghanistan. Any
agreement resulting from these liscussions and negotiations
might provide for the overhaul of Afghan machines by foreign
agency, and, although he would consult the Prime lMinister again,

in regard to the point I had raised, he did not see how any

i

definite expression of their wishes could, in present circum-

stances, be offered by the Afghan Government. He quite realised
thet the question could not be left open indefinitely, and, if
the Royal Air Force, India, could not wait any longer, it would
now have to be decided by His Majesty's Goverrment. For the

latter's willingness to help, his Government were very grateful.

A,
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Fa
Copy of a memorandum No.D.3627- 1'/31L aaLpd. the !

16th July 1951, from the Deputy Secretary ET) lhe e
A~ Government of India in the Foreign and Political

Department, to His Majesty's Minister, Kabul.

------------ ez

Reference correspondence ending with your ’,”

memorandum No.491 dated the 20th of June 1931. ‘

2. The difficulty about keeping the spares im question
indefinitely on charge is that the bins in which they
are stored are required for the spares for aircraft and
engines now in use and also for the new types of aircraft
which are expected in India in the autumn. The Royal
Air Force have, however, agreed to retain the spares om
charge until October next by which time it may perhaps
be expected that the Afghan Government will have decided

whether it is desirable to have their aircraft overhauled

and repaired by the BRoyal Air Forece in India or not.
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"y 1" 971
- A AT A 'ﬁ' 4 Jul L ; '
- A f
f
s "
No. ’ KABUL, Vv
h June 1931.
: : ini
His Majesty’s N
]
- presents his compliments to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the

honour to transmit herewith a copy of the undermentioned paper.

7 Y
//fj 17+

24>

Reference to previous correspondence.

Descriprion oF ENCLOSURE.

Name and Date.

Hemorandum 10.491, datef

ne Yor

ign Secre
to the Govermme:

Tnd 4
neife

20¢%h June 1931.

%

Subject.

Copy sent to :—

The Secretary of State for India.

The Foreign Secretary to the Government of India.
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€)

rrom 1~ His unjesty's Hinisber, rabul.

7o . e Forelgn Seerstary %o the governsent of
todia in the Yoreign amé rell tieal
nepariment, Iimla.
Hpmoraniians }!0.&91-
Dated 2OSh June 1931.

- e e

Reforence your memorandun Mo.F.152<F /31, Sated
June 18, 1951.

Re 1% may be taken as cortain that the
resson why the proposal $hal apohines of the Afghan
atr forge should be overhauled and repaivel by the
goysl aie Yorce, Indis, has been temporarily droppel
ts to be found in the propagmis eharging the Afghan
Govermment with sabeervience to British infinenee.
This propagandis wag secentusted by the publieity given
o the gmant of material asslielence by the covermnent
of Tadia, and stismiated by the atimeks whieh the
1ehoye pross was 8o long allowed to make with ifmpunity J
upem the prusent afghan governmant.

. The probability of the reguest now in
gquestion bdeing renewsi nodus therefore to dopend s
largely om the cessantion of sush propagania. It would !

also be affected by the outeome of the negotiations
in whieh the 'fghan Governauemt are now engagod, (and
which heve ronched o vory eriticnl stage) regarding

the grant to foreign agenoisn of sentraals far aly
gorvicos in ifghaniatan. glearly therefore 1% ie
quite impassible to glve sny definlite reply Se the

.

gueation asked in the iast sembtmmoe of yomw

menorandur, =nd 1% im probable that even the :fghan

|
|
’
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ReS very large, and 1f Whis presompiion correet, !
.
oonnider that it would e wel Mile,
of the puifsieal lmportance of the vepaliyr of th fahan
naeahkines by the Rayel Aly Forge, for the Sovernment
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Gt o
Menorandum No, F,152-F/31. e ]
Datod Simla, the (3% June, 1031, Y < I

i -~y - i sie
FlLt bUPXT *---i')-"-rz-un..‘? 'I ( ( |
*' ‘tzagi'p i ";;i
From - The Deputy Secretary to ti &;«L&Lﬁqﬂ*—ﬂt ‘.’\:
in the Forei i anc Political De: i

To -~ The Counsellor,

British Legetion,

KABUL .

REPAIR O

OF AFRGHAN AIRCRAPT,

Rereponce correspondence ending with Kabul
telpbmm No, 51~I<.:Lo"on dated the 21st rarch 1971.
2. The Royal Air Force have a considerable amount
of D.H, %a spares in1 India which have boen keph on 1
charge sPecially for the repair of Afshan aeropliane

They are »

o
Parcs

however, anxious to digpose of these sparc
at the D.H. 9a type or aeroplane is obsolete. The
Government of India will be glad to be informed whether

you consider that the Afghan Coverument will ulti

mately
ely

repeat their request for repair of their

aeronpleanes.

Sd/= F.V. Wylie,

Deputy Secretary 4o the Govornment of Ind Lﬁ

SUR

6 JUL. 138
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- e o - AT TR ey \%
A % ! - r . !
Reg r No. I g
egister No f b o I
FZ SECRET.
(72¢[31. POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.
Letter : 3 KlM Dated ~ y
Tologrii from DA Peamiodis # k a { I /\\‘p,,(,[. 193(
€ec. v
r
y Formally acknowledged
| Date. | Initials. | SUBJECT. |
| I !
To i |
Chairman .
AFGHANISTAN:
Under Secretary .
Secretary of Styfte ... Minister suggests that it is undesirable

to press Afghans on subject of their !
request for repair of certain unserviceable |
aeroplanes at present juncture. |

Under Seyret:u’y .....

Secrelm’z of State...

M [ Copy to A’N !
! Yorthle?rg Dept. ., ‘ Fo 18 & Kak
: u iadollen
£y 2 = -_—

FOR USE BY DEPARTMENTS ONLY.

k&&i&.ﬁﬂ‘.@m to Mr, Maconachie, leaving
mtter to his discretion, but askin%‘ to be
informed if and when he decides that it is
desirable to take matter further.
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Minute Paper. Department

Please see previous submission on
P.Z. 803/31 below. We must be guided by MNr.
Maconachie over this. It would perhaps be
well, subject to Foreign Office concurrence, to

send him a telegram on the lines of the draft.
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From S. of S. for F.A. to H.B.M.
Minister, Kabul.

/

|
ﬁ FORMINKA, PESHAWAR, i
CYPHER XXX, 32’ Your telegram No.b6l1

7

y V &

dated 2list ‘.'arch./ A!’ghan/aeroplanen. |

/ ’ /4 4 /7 B
I'lcave matter to your discretions

/ 1
|
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DECYPHER OF TELEWRAMN
0 PR B/
From His Britannic Ma'{esty"s
Minister at Kabul to
Secretary of State for
(COPIES Foreign Affeirs;india Office.
CIRCULATED) X X
Dated Kabul, 218t March, 195.
Received 9 a.n,, 21s% March, 1931.
4L nsb
— bgo o 1543% 1eye

Forminka 17. Afghan aeroplzmesi .

s 7

Afghen Government seem unlikely to proceed €

with the proposal until they recover from <2
their present attack of nerves caused by

(1) publicity regarding meterial assistance;
(2) Amsnulla‘s menifesto. It would be very

unadvisable for me to press the matter.
Maconachie 5.
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From His Britemnic ej o:;.”ms Mini %/
(ELQ(I;I‘ES pe at Xabul to oecrgtaxg of Stageer I
{CULATED) for Foreign Affairs, India Office. |
Dated Kabul, 24th February, 1931, ‘
‘ Received 25th February, 1931, 12.45.p.m.
J {
! !
; XXX §
M. Katodon 9, Jamuary 14th. Repair of

e _ : !
Alghen aeroplanss. May I expect instructions

shortly? Afghan Government are enxious for renlv.

Maconachie 3Q.
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Minute Paper.

x
$ee L2457 G541,
(P2« 3 apy A2

Please see Mr. Maconachie's telegram of 1l4th
January (Katodon 9 on P.Z. 312/31) and the Government
of India's comments on it dated 3lst January on
P.Z. 608/31. The Air Ministry concur in the view:
expressed by the Government of Indisa.in their letter
of 7th February on P.Z. 803/31 (copy of which went to
the Foreign Office), but action has so far been
postponed because a decision to some extent depended !

on the decision to be taken in regard to the second

instalment of the Afghan subsidy. It has now been
agreed that this shall be restricted to £75,000§ and
that being so, the Government of India's proposal that
certain miscellaneous expenses in connection with the
present proposal should be met from the reserve of
£25,000 retained in their hands presents no
difficulties.

There is general agreement as to the
desirability of assisting the Afghans on the lines

recommended by the Minister, and the detailed

. A2 i

arrangements suggested by the Government of India

appear satisfactory and have the approval of the Air
Ministry. 1In these circumstances, I submit that thega
proposal mey be sanctioned. Dafl ¥ 4ha ¢ Kall Maeked

7??:Axﬁituaiﬁ 7 f
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|

f From Secretary of State to Govt.
| India, Foreign & Political Dept.
|

7!
Your tn.l=grrm ¢ated 3lst
} PR -1/ Tvmiafis -7
January 324-S. Repalr oi

Afgh m‘aeropllavnes.’ I approve 8
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DRAFT F ELEGRAM:
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[ From Secretary of State for Foreign |
Affairs to H.M. Minister, Kabul.
l FORMINKA 1
Colh |/ ‘
! ] w7 7/ P ]
PESHAWAR : ‘] Katodon7 of 14th January !
3 !
’ and Secretary of State for
/
India'c"telegram to Government
4 ‘g 2. g !
of India’No. /)S0 dated )g'”.‘ P IATRN
7 Afghan/aeroplane’s/. His Majesty's ‘ '
1 4 ’ ’ !
Government accept your |
(.2 Y&, ’ {
i T recommendations/ Detailed !
i u DO, v 7 ’
arrangements will no doubt be !
i 7 o : i :
{ made by you in communication with ]
1 / Government of India’
] / -
; e
1 L = 0/ !
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L |
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From Secretary of State to

and Political Department.

{
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|
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|

|
l Govt. of India, Foreign

|

Forminka, Peshawar. ‘

Cypher , XXX, {

|
Addressed by S. of S. for

I. to Govt. of India Repeated to

I Kabul, Your telegram dated 3lst

gl J
N-)Q?/ /?7 January 324-S. and Forminka - ]

‘:”\ F A Repair of Afghan aeroplanes. I !

approve your proposals.
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Draft Paper. Department.

|
{
DRAFT TELEGRAM.
At SLLERAN

| |
|

FORMINKA, ; !
PESHAWAR. I
Cypher XXX, . From Secretary of State for Foreign |
| ! Affairs to H.M. Minister, Kabul.
.3
N?}oﬂ‘&w /‘]7 Kadodon 9 of 14th January '
| and Secretary of Btate for India's
telegram to Government of India ;
¥ No. dated Afghan
Fn o, Comtunissa

aeroplanes. His Majesty's
’ Ez%;ﬂ(4fJ‘ Government accept your recommendations.
| P

k ?;51

Detailed arrangements will no doubt be

made by you in communication with

Government of India.
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ED P.Z. 949/31
~~ |
PHER TELEGRAM FRCM SECRETARY OF STATE FCR INDIA I
|
|
TO GOVERNMENT OF INDI FCREIGN AND POLITICAL |
DEPARTMENT, deted 21st February 1 ;
L |
: I'( j
i XXX
!
L p v our +eol " 164 |
oo Ka ] your telegram ©1 loth "
! bruary 4 i b zovernment agree to secon( !
| :
i -
i instalmen f fina aselistance being fixed at £75,000
|
| 91 and to £20,0CC being reserved as proposed in your f
i
k 1 oV Ay & OF4Y T . “y OCLO O |
o telegram of 2oth January 269-8. ‘
: , - : 1
As regards Dokhalim His ty's Government
aTe Prepe aragraph 2
' 0 r tel In these
\
1 circunstances it may not seem worth while to earmark !
£15 ,00C If you agree Maconachlie need not mention d
i

sny contingent reduction of £75,000, but if you still see

e oo

eny adventage in your proposal and he agrees His

—

Majesty's Covernment have no objection to 1it.

L J
b RS R .
Addressed © stery of State for Indla to i
Government oI India, Reépested t¢6 British Minister, Kabul |
p }
So
!
4 !
.
|
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i 0 't’{u.gvn. Hovsonx 3434, i QN=Z : |
I Any communications on the L \ i
| \v\ .\n)r]\n 4 :f( this Jn-!hl'r r\hmlhl'hc > }
: addressed to :— ! 5 :- !
I THE SECRETARY, s v il WP, }
| AR MINISTRY, AIR MINISTRY, !
I ADASTRAL Housg,
H F KiNesway, LONDON, W.C.2. i
| Loxpoy, W.C.2 |
| and_the following number quoted :— 5
$.29906/5.6. i February 1931,

fi bt

I am commanded by the Air Council to refer to

Sir,

India Office letter of the 2nd February P.Z.608/31 transmitting

a copy of a telegram from the Government of India on the

subject of the repair of Afghan aircraft and to acquaint you,
for the information of the Secretary of State for India,
{' that they concur in the proposals of the Government of

India.

A copy of this letter has been sent to the

e

Foreign Office.

¥ I am,
8ir,

Your obedient Servant,

ENGC! OSUP™ IN WEFKLY LETTER |

b < Vs

!
S S —

The Under Secretary of State, 4
Political Department,

India Office,

S.W.1, |
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SECRET

& | o
A | smJ
N4 l i a n
L ie31 e -
RRA/CD. (156 groups) 725. ;,,,4 X /
7 COPY OF TELEGRAUM. 059 3/.;
From Government of India, Forei )
and Political De ariment 0 3
Secretary of State for India.
i
Dated New Delhi, 3lst Januery, 1931. X X X
Received  3lst Jenuary, 1931, 9.p.m. 3N

pot WL 26 g

P B324-8. Reference to Katodon 9, l4th January, Request in
our opinion, is one which would be in our interest io grant

vide our telegram of the 2bth instant, 269-8 and (4%-*—9—9% :

group), If you egree, to ths necessery arrangement(s), {¢ is
proposed to send ( Grey, chief technicel
officer to Royel Air Force in Indias,and two techniocal warrant
officers for preliminary inspection in Kabul. They could
stert any time after 14th February snd would require about a
week in Kebul to complete inapection. Repeirs should then,
we suues*, be carried out at depot of the Royal Air Forces,
Kerachi ,J‘ In which case, it might be arranged that tschnicel
Afghen air officer should sccompany aircraft to Indis.

Arrangements would be made to have officer accommodated in

the mess where he would have opportunities of making the

e st =

aoqueintence of Royal Air Force officers and acquiring
appreciation of the strength of the Royal Air Foroce
orgenisation. We understand from the Minister (? that, ~
cmitted) he does not propose that services sheuld be rendered
gratis to the Afghan Government; certain expenses, 6.g., cost |
i of/
= ‘ ¥ Full stop telegraphed here.

-~

e

131
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~\ _2‘_ ‘
f transporting aircraft from Chamen to Kerachi and

entertainment of Afghan officer would, however, suitabl

be borne by us, and we propose to do soc from the reserve
J] portion of the second inetalment of financial assie
:h ride our telegram oited above.
‘b Addressed to Secretary of Stete for Indis,
i speated to Kabul, 26-K.
!
{
f HOTE, This telegram, as received, ies very corrupt.
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|

SECRET

\ 199 :
RTJ/CD. (14%-—groups) 62%.

XXX

Avguet 9th, 1930, and cur

telegram 2666~S, of Avugust 1lth, 1930. We are satisfied

that the conditions specified for the second instal
financial assistance have been fulfilled, and that it should
amount to £100,000 as already approved.

Should, however, this smount be paid in lump sum,
our present financial position would compel us to refuse
future requests from the Afghan Government for material
assistance in kind for some time to come. We consider,
therefore, that it would produce better political results,
since (? no) figure has been mentioned to the Afghan
Government for second instalment, to give it in form of

£75,000

a8 loen free of interest, and reserve £25,000 to
meet expenditure in connection with the other requests,
which it would be in our own intersst to grant, e.g.,
overhaul of Afghan asroplanes by the Royal Air Ferce,
(reference to Katodon 9 of January 14th, 1931), and
supplementing as might be necessary salaries paid by the

Afghen Government to British professors, (reference to

=

Forminka 53, September 26th, 1930.).
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ot e ————————————— R i sio i TR g SaAR

AIR MINISTRY,
ADASTRAL HOUSE,
KINGSWAY, W.C.2.

\&S January, 1931,

/“\Dear Laithwaite,

Your letter of January 26th (P.z.414/31).
I write in confirmation of my oral reply to say that the
telegram from the Minister at Kabul dated January l4th

was in fact treated as strictly secret here and was typed out

on paper headed 'Secret' and circulated only to the limited
number of persons who receive such telegrams and in a file
which is passed under cover. The insertion of the words {

'en clair' was due to a Quetsons typing error,

You can be assured that the telegram was in
fact treated in every respect as a cypher message,

Yours sincerely,

CZ Jyoma

J.G. Leithwaite Esq.,
India Office,
s.W. 1,
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(/ 2‘ R

N—’

J:t 26
gl
v L( [
ik »t INDIA OFFICE,
Puz. 4148, — W WHITEHALL, S.¥, 1.
~SECRET.
26th January, 1931.
Deay Evans,

The official letter frem the Air Hinistry,
No. 8.29906/5.6, of 2lst January, refers to “the
telegram (en clair) from i,N, Kinister at Kabul dated
January 14, of which a copy has been received in this
Devartment, which containe a suggestion that the Royal
iir Yoree in India should undertake the repair of some
unserviceable Afghan aeroplanes either in India or at
Eabul." The telegram in question is = recypher
telegram, and the copies sent to the Air Ministry were
marked "Seeret” and XXX. We are rather disturbed to
find that, despite thie and despite the elaborate
procedure which has been established betweem us for the
safegusrding of our telegrams, it should have been
regarded as en clair, and we should be grateful if you
would be good enough to look into the matter,

Yours sincerely.

(8gd.) J.G. Laithwaite.

B G -

R — R IR R TN

C.G, Evane, Tsq.,
$1aY,
3 Tale 24

AIR WINI
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0@' TeL. No. HorBoRN 3434.
\V\ Any communications on the

subject of this letter should be
addressed to:—
THE SECRETARY,
AR MINISTRY,
ApastraL Housk,
KiNasway,
Lonpon, W.C.2.

and the following nymber qugted :—
~ qud z‘ /S 6.

Sir,

! ;}4< £
|

um5 byt INJSTRY,
LONDON, W.C.2.

2 |l Jenuary, 1931.

#o

I am commanded by the Air Council to refer to

&

W
AV the telegram (en clair) from H.M. Minister at Kabul dated

ﬁZL 0[4na¥k¥)January 1l4th, of which & copy has been received in this

Department, which contains a suggestion that the Royal Air

R

Force in India should undertake the repair of some unservice-

able Afghan aseroplenes either in India or at Kabul. The

Air Council for their part trust that Mr. Maconachie's

"TTER
931
AsD
E

E
.

29
POLITI

IN WEEXLY L
I DEPT. INDIA

1ETARY,

B Foreign Office,

The Under Secretary of Stat ‘\

India Office,
S.W.1,

LWir Officer Commanding in India.

recommendation in this respect may be approved and they hope

that Mr. Secretary Benn will sce his way to concur therein,

Ef Royal Air Force personnel to Kabul vdﬁno doubt be

ettled by the Government of India im conjunction with the

A copy of this letter has been sent to the

The actual arrengements for eny necessary visit

i e, S
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y Fo |
— SECRETDHIZ
Ar |
M

S
’5"3".

P EWS/CD. (75 groups) 313. > 1

= COPY OF TELEGRAL. '

From His Britennic Mejesty's Minister
(COPIES et Kabul to Secretary of State ,
CIRCULATED) for Foreign Affeirs,” India Office.

\ ‘ Dated  New Delhi, 14th January, 1931.

\ ‘4 Received  14th January, 1921, 10.30.a.m.
:I

It On 5th January Foreign Minister said that, if

Government of India could undertake repair of ten

uneerviceable Afghan aeroplanes, either in India or at

{ebul, this form of assistance would be greatly appreciated
by Afghan Government. No objection would be made to visit
of British personnel to Kebul for this purpose. On genera,
grounds I recommend grant of this request if at all possible,
and that, as first step, Afghen Government should be asked to
allow Royal Air Force persommel to visit Kabul and eXamine
machines in question.

This telegram is being repested to Kabul,

’.

- MW%?‘
5 : 195
n Telegrgpbic address meaning "His Britammic
Majesty's Minister at Kabul to Secretary of State
tor Yoreign Affairs, India Office,

Maconachie 7"
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