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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 

Foreign and Pol: 
Department. 

EXPRESS LETTER (AIR MAIL): 

[N.B. This is an ORIGINAL message sent 
by AIR MAIL which provides 

a means 
of communication more expeditious than the ordinary mail and is cheaper than the telegraph. It is intended to be treated, 

on 
receipt, with the same 

expedition 
as 

if it had been teleraphed. To save time and to obviate formalities it is drafted in the form of 
a 

telegram. It is authenticated by the signature of 
a responsible officer of the Department.] 

No. ** 630 

- 
11 
/ 

35 
. Dated s&xts 

New Delhi 
,the 11 

January 19 36. 

To 
re- 

Vne Under Secretary of State for India, * 
Political Department, 

India Office. 

H 
n 

• ReferenceSecretary 
of State’s telegram dated 31 at 

December lTo.4123. 

Colonial Office despatch to Resident of 24th July 

1934 regarding legal status of Kamaran not traceable. Kindly 

supply copy. 

Die issue of the above hc*s been authorised. 

Deputy Secretary to the Government of India. 

RECo. POL 

■ 
“ 2 9 JAN 

1936 

jKin'A 
OFFICE 

{Signature) 

S. 44. 
MFP—367 S&p—(M-508)—15-7-35—10.000. 

X 

[Designation) 
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POLITICAL 

p.i. ?V 

l 

br 
& 

Department. 

Sir Bernard Reilly in his telegram of the 29th 

November raised the question whether Sanctions should 

be applied Kamaran. The Government of India, in 
ce//. 

their telegram of 3rd December, naturally display— 

responsibility in the matter as Kamaran is not British 

territory at all, and its administration 
as 

part of 

the Aden settlement is on 
quite 

an 
irregular basis. 

The Foreign Office, whe-n copies of the telegram 

were sent ~U> them, state# that they do not consider 

Sanctions should be applied, but a close watch should 

be kept 
on 

imports from Italian territories. It js 

understood from the colonial Office by telephone that 

they 
concur in the Foreign Office letter. They 

agree that as a matter of convenience, since the 

original telegrams 
were addressed to this Office, 

we 

should issue the reply, though it is a 
moot point 

whether this is properly 
a matter affecting 

the civil administration of Aden. 

Draft telegram to the Government of India, 

repeated to Aden, is submitted. ^ 

^ tvufc t&c.o. 

’’ T /I 
p 

'9^ 

-1 
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1» iifthor communication 
abject please quote 

& 

No - J 8858/5499/1 and address— 
not to any person by name 

but to— Foreign Office. 
“ The Under-Secrotary of State,” S.W. 1. Foreign Office, 

London, S.W.l. 
11th Deceinber, 1935. 

Sir 

I am directed by the Secretary of State for Foreign 

Affairs to acimowledge the receipt of India Office letters 

Nos.P.Z«8598 and 8700/1935 of the 2nd and 4th December, in 

which the question is raised whether the measures taken 

under Article 16 of the Covenant of the League of Nations in 

regard to the dispute between Italy and Ethiopia shall be 

applied to Kamaran Island. 

2. Apart from any considerations as to the legal 

status of the Island for the purposes of the present dispute, 

the Secretary of State considers that it would be inopportune 

on grounds of policy for the measures in question to be 

applied to Kamaran. He would suggest, however, that the 

imports of grain and other articles from Italian possessions 

should be carefully watched. 

3. A copy of this letter is being addressed to the 

Colonial Office. 

I am. 

Sir, 

Your ~ 

The Under Secretary of State 

India Office 
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\ 

* * 

f~(*\ B 

m/Av 0 

DBCYPHBH 0 F T B L B G R AM, 

From Govomment of India, Foreign and 

(COPIES Political Department, to Seoratary 

CIRCULATED) State for India* 
Dated Kew DeXlii, 3rd December* 1935 0 

Received 3rd December, 1935, 6 o 30 p 0 m c 

3251c First of Two Parts, r% r tv 

XXX 

»v * 

Addressed to Secretary of State for India, 

repeated to Aden* 

Aden telegram 117 P November 29th, Kamaran 0 in 

view of the decision in Colonial Office letter to the India 

Office 59 9 285/28 9 dated August 15th* 1928,, Chief Commissioner 

has stated correctly, from negative point of view, the status 

of Kamaran* we are not aware whether His Majesty's 

Government have subsequently considered whether the island can 

be regarded as British Protectorate, and our responsibility 

is limited tc administration on irregular basis in which we 

have only acquiesced for the benefit of pilgrims and on 

the understanding that responsibility for Kamaran will 

shortly terminate 0 
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* 

m\ 

6312. 

XXX 

and 

(2) legal cover for application of sanctions. 

With reg-).rd to (1), on assumption that island is considered to 

be British Protectorate, we note that His Majesty's Government are 

opposed to application of sanctions in Gulf Arab States, but have 

apparently agreed to such application by Aden Protectorate Chiefs. 
Position oi island so close to Italian possessions renders decision 
Oj policy one in which Government of India are not competent to 
advise. With regard to (2), owing to dubious status of island, 
we would prefer that, if sanctions are to be applied, this should 
be done by His Majesty's Government by Order in Council. 

EE/JGS/MM, (97 groups.) 

(COPIES 
CIRCULATED) 

3251. 

,DJ„ C Y P H E R 

From 

OF TELEGRAM 

Government of India. Foreign and Political Department, to 
Secretary of State for India. 

Dated New Delhi, 3rd December, 1935. 

Received 7.30 p.m., 3rd December, 1935. 

Second and last part. 

Question is twofold, involving issues of (1) pol 
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GCH/DIA. 

? 2 DEC 

r/ur at. 
Lo 

fl' t' ' 

$Y,. 1 

(55 gr<>ups0935 J 
6248 - 

JgJOLB £JL T J E..L j:....(L R .JLMo 

From 

(COPIES 
CIRCULATED) 

Resident and Commandsr^in-Chief 
Aden, to Government of India, 
Foreign and Political Department, 

and repeated by former to'Secretary 
of State for India* 

Dated Aden, 29th November, 1935. 

Received 29th November, 1935, 1 p.m 0 xxx 

117 o Addressed to Foreign and Political 

Department of the Government of India, repeated to 

Secretary of State for India, 

As Kamaran Island is not part of British 

India, ordinance and notifications made by Government 

of India regarding sanctions against Italy do not 

apply to it. Please instruct me whether any similar 

restrictions shall be imposed by Administrator of the 

Island* Imports of grain and other articles are at 

present- reaching it from Italian port of Mas saw a. 
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ADEN. 
SECRET. 

0 

Enclosure in Colonial Office Covering 
Letter Dated 2?th July, 1934, No.37926/34- 

Colonial Office, 

Downing Street, 

24th July, 1934- 

Sir, 

I have the honour to refer to my secret despatch 

2 of the 30th April regarding the provision of additional 

equipment for the police stationed 
on the Islands of Perim 

and Kamaran, in the last paragraph of which you were 
promised 

a 
separate despatch 

on the subject of the special 

status of Kamaran. 

2. In your despatch No. C. 172 of the 24th March, 

1933, to the Government of India the statement is made that 

the responsibility for the defence of the Islands of Perim 

and Kamaran against 
an enemy Power in war time would remain 

with the Officer Commanding, British Forces in Aden; and a 
similar statement is contained in paragraph 4(a) 

of the letter 

from the Officer Commanding British Forces in Aden, dated 

18th November, 1933, 
a copy of which was enclosed with your 

despatch of the 22nd November, 1933- While this statement is 

true of Perim, it is not applicable to Kamaran. As you are 

aware, the Island of Kamaran comes within the scope of 

Article 16 of the Treaty of Lausanne under the provisions of 

which its future is left to be settled ’*by the parties 

concerned'’. Kamaran is, therefore, not a British possession 

and is only administered by His ivlajesty’s Government, its 

status being left under the Treaty of Lausanne 

THE RESIDENT 
AT ADEN. 

for/ 

23Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/1504. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100035894372.0x000018

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100035894372.0x000018?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Coll 1/66 'Kamaran: position of Kamaran in connection with the application of
sanctions against Italy' [12v] (24/30)

jjrrx^voO aoillO IsinoloO al 9 ‘iuaolori:: .'-^Xasev^.o/I t4eei tYlJ/L ri^VS bQ&Ba 'let&DJ . 

yiaCEA 
.Taaoag 

, 
90 i f 

i‘tO iBxnoloO 

tu^eid-b anxiivroa 

t 
'Sltf'k rl&££ 

.*113 

XlO^Bq39f> 19*1098 •'tfll Ol ‘X9‘l9‘X Ol ^i/OIIOXi 9X11 9VBil I 

Ibiiox 1 x££)B ‘lo noxaxvc'iq oxll ^nib'iBa©*! IxiqA xllO^ 
9 fll lo 3 

raxio^ lo a£>a£l 3 l 9 x 11 no ibsnoxlsls ooxloq axil nol lxi 9 inq. ups 

anew iro'y; xlolxlw ho xlqBTgB*xflq Iasi axil nx t 
. 

B^ameA bxiB 

Isxoaqa aril ‘io loacd'xra axil no 
xlolsqaab olBTEBqea 

b 
^ealaionq 

.nensi ;b)( 
r 
to axrlsla 

triono 
r 

xll4S axil ‘io SYI ,0 *o;I xiolBqaef) nx/o^ nl .3 

1b xfl 9.DBni ax 
InonielBla oxll Bxf)nl ‘lo InanixnavoO axil ol 

min 'io annBlal 9x11 lo 9 one lob axil nol ^lilicfianoqaan oxll 

nifimen 1)1 now amil new ni nawo^ ^ciano nn 
lanJtas 

3 nanamaX -fens 

b hnB ;n 9 l)H nx aoono^ xlexlina 
< 
3 n±JbnBGimoO naoillO aril xilxw 

nellol aril xo 
(b) 4 xlqB-iSBnBq 

nx lianiBlnoo al IxiamelBla nBlimie 

BoiBi) 
t 
na-bA ni aaonoX xlaxlxnSt 3 nil)nBDimoO naoii'lO onl 

nno’v; xlliw fjoacloxia sbw xloxxlw lo y,aoo b 
tnocTmavo t xllSl 

ax InomslBla aixll elxxlV/ ^necTmavo i l)n2S oxll io riolsqaaio 

one uox a A rrffiTnwni aldsoilqqB Ion ax 11 io aunl 

io aqooa oxll nxxlliw aaraoo iisn u.ib io f>nBla! axil ^sibwe 

io anoiaxvonq axil nabmr 9nnBansJ io ^iBenl oxll io cl oloilnA 

aoxlnsq 9x11 ^cf 
,, 

bolllaa 9<f ol lial ai onnlni all ilox.iw 

noxaaoaaori xlaili i" s Ion 
t 
9nol9noxll ,ax nBnBi e^i .’’bgnnsonoo 

all tlnsnimovoU s’^laacB axil ^cf henelainimbB ^Ino ai bnn 

annsai/BJ io \;lB9nT 9x11 nabm/ lial aniacf anlBla 

\noi 
T/milQ&Z 3 TilT 

.MCA TA 

- 

24Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/1504. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100035894372.0x000019

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100035894372.0x000019?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Coll 1/66 'Kamaran: position of Kamaran in connection with the application of
sanctions against Italy' [13r] (25/30)

for settlement after consultation between the interested 

Powers. His Majesty’s Government regard it, however, 
as a vital 

Imperial interest that no 
European Power should establish 

itself on Kamaran Island and that the island should not fall 

into the hands of an 
unfriendly Arab ruler. 

3» In these circumstances His Majesty^ Government, 

while they consider themselves entitled to take such steps 
as 

can be shown to be necessary to maintain the status quo on the 

island, would be unable to sanction such measures as the 

erection of fortifications or other permanent works, since such 

measures would be likely to convey the impression that His 
Majesty* 

s Government intended to occupy the island permanently 

and to treat it in fact as a British possession. The same not 
objection woulc^ however, apply to less formidable 

precautions, of a 
non-permanent nature, against attack, such as 

the strengthening of the garrison, the issue to it of 

additional arms or the stationing at the island of a 
warship 

or service aircraft. In view, nevertheless, of the 

suspicious attitude of the Italian Government in regard to any 

action by His Majesty*s Government at Kamaran, the carrying out 

of even such measures as 
those referred to in the previous 

sentence would require careful handling and should not, 
save 

in circumstances of great emergency, be taken without 

reference to His I. ajesty*s Government. The instructions in 

the previous sentence do not of course 
apply to normal visits 

to Kamaran by His Majesty*s sloops and service aircraft. 

4* It does not, in point of fact, appear that 

Kamaran is in the least likely to be the object of organised 

attack. There is little reason to suppose that King Ibn Saud or 
the King of the Yemen would seek to challenge the position of 

His/ 
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His Majesty's Government on the island. The Italian 

Government are committed to the acceptance of the status 

quo ; and there is small danger of a threat from any 

other power. It would appear therefore that the principal, 

if not the only, risk is that of sporadic attacks from 

the mainland "by tribesmen from the Arabian coast, in the 

event of which the permissible defensive measures referred to 

in the preceding paragraph should be adequate. 

5* In the light of the special circumstances to 

which I have referred above you will 
no doubt appreciate 

the importance of dealing separately with all questions 

relating to the island of Kamaran, and of ensuring that 

any measures which it may be necessary to take in 

connection with the island should be quite distinct from 

any measures taken in connection with British possessions 

such as Perira. I shall be grateful if this distinction 

may be clearly borne in mind, and if any necessary 

instructions may be given to secure that the principles 

enunciated in this despatch 
are not inadvertently 

infringed. In so far as may be possible, any proposals 

affecting Karaaran should be dealt with in separate 

correspondence. 

I have, etc., 

Sgd. P. CUITLIFFE-LI8TER. 
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