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Copy, together with a copy of the 
letter under reply, forwarded to 

!• the Oovern/ient of Bombay, 
2. the Chancery, British Scobassy, 

Chunking, 
3* the China Relations Officer, Calcutta, 
4« India Office, (for Coumunications 

Department, foreign Office), '—^ 
in continuation of the endorsement from 
the Government of India in the External 
Affairs Department, lio*D«469^G(p)/44, 
dpt ed the 7th September 1B44* 

Assistant Secretary to the Govt* of 

By order, etc*. 
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Connaught Circus, 

!f*» Delhi, Lith Septr* 
v 
44« 

Jcindla House. 
■\*0.PPt/ 

H8 
:/424/ 

DGH 
• 

The Assistant iscretaxy to the Qovt. of IndL?, 
external Aft*airs Department, 
He» Delhi, 

Dear air. 

1*1 x’v ct ta^t air 
paJsingers, whatever their nation* <^lity, 

vi 
ho ar* in pos sssion of 

through tickets 
tor the U*K», do not re 

t 
uire sisas 

or endorse* avntd fbr lading in my Arab State, whilst tho 
aircraft is in port* 
2* *e shall be grateful if you will clarity 
the tent *Av*to ot^te** Are countries like Ir^ 

4 end JPale&tlne included In this 
c 

tegprv? 
3« Wo shall be grateful if you will tre t this 
natter 

as 
uzgent and let 

ue 
have your reply at 

your very earliest convenience* 

.^-gaBort ̂ ulr«enta 

- 
Bahrain.. 

As-fti Trafilc Manager, 
Indian ^ttional AlrweP* Ltd*, 

, 

principal agents, 
British Overseas Aii ^aye Corporation* 

fours faithfully. 
Illegible. 
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RL 
Copy. 
(T 9950/499/378). 

No. 163. 
Copied to:-i 

hip KX£D 

CoirMunicatiCTOrjDQpartment 

. 
Foreign Office 

Nol 798." 

China Relations Office No. 

C. O 
BRITISH EMBASSY, 

CHUNGKING. 

150 

. 

d 

A—fec 
& 

.a., 24th July, 1944. CO.0 

Ref: c onsulate-General Chungking t,jvo P.4<. to Foreign Office N 
0.38 

of Dec.27,1943. 

ant, China Relations Office 

unnu bered 
despatch. 

( 
without enclosures). of 

Under SsoVv 
/ 

Hob 

LC 

U I 

* 

^0 unina Relations.,Of*f 1 r*e omplimonta 

t he 
tary of f; Q 

for Foreign Affsurti 
Dear External Affairs 

Department*k* 
v 

We enclose copies of correspondenic^ "which 
^e 

had 
towards the end of last year with "the^ China- R^l&tions Office and the Foreign Office regarding the issue of 
transit visas for Arab States in the Middle East to travellers going by air from India to the United Kingdom. 

You will 
see that the 

Foreign Office stated in 
their t elegram of 22 nd 

Decembex to the Acting Consul- General^thiPr 
visas areHbot 

required for any passengers, 
whatever their nationality, who are in 

possession of Nf- through tickets. 

We have, however, recently heard from Ford, 
our Assistant Chinese Secretary, who is on his way to England 

on 
leave that he and other official travellers (e.g. Thomas, 

our 
retiring Financial 

Counsellor) 
have 

had great difficulties with the B.O.A.C. office in 
Calcutta owing to the fact that the endorsements 

on their passports did not include Bahrein. Ford had to pay a special visit to the Passport Office of the 
Bengal 

Secretariat to get Bahrein included, 
as 

the B.O.A.C. 
refused to sell him 

a 
ticket without it. Ford adds that 

at first the B.O.A.C. wanted to make him get the whole 
endorsement again from the Passport Office, because the 

. 

^'-latter affix theirs by 
means of a 

rubber stamp headed 

^ uir 
and that he only succeeded in getting 

l/v, 
round^this eventually because of his official status. The 

^' '• 

apparently take the view that an 
’’endorsement 

u ^adequate 
and that a 

’’TRANSIT VISA” is essential! /We 

The External Affairs Department, 

New Delhi. 
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n 

• 
f i 

£ 

We and the Consul-General have hitherto been giving 
visas for Iraq to all through passengers (although this 
is not strictly necessary) and we will now make all visas 
and endorsements valid for Bahrein in transit until the 

position is clarified. In the meantime we should be 

grateful if you could have the matter taken up with the 

B.O.A.C. so that they may cease making these unnecessary 

requirements. It might also be pointed out to the Bengal 
Secretariat Passport Office, after that matter has been 

cleared with the B.O.A.C., that it is inappropriate to 
issue visas for Bahrein to British subjects. 

Yours ever, 

Chancery. 
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X Olxi uoaxx OU \A»V rax 

rp^'ls 
donee 

ending with ydur latter 
lIo.B/5/83/II, 

j o 

X 
1, 

dated the 2lst i'arc 1 ̂194d l 
? 

9 SxA 
to 

feay that 
it A*/ 

1 , 

has been found 
on 

further exarTlTratrion that the —b instructions conveyed to you in 
this Department 

tr 
iu, 

letter 
no. 

088-3/4% 
dated the 14th 

Ilarcfi 
1944 

H* S(l 
^4> 

s/ 
a re 

not 
sufficiently precise. 

The regulations 

su 
are 

briefly 
as 

follows:- 

3 > 

(ZOfiZOi' 

• 

(1) 
No visas 

are 
required 

for transit 
through 

the Arab States, of which Bahrain is 
one. 

'ft 

(2) All passengers, of whatever 
n 

ationality, 
require ■transit visas for 

Iraq 
arid Egypt. 

(3) 
British subjects do not 

require visas for Transjordan and Palestine, but 
"their passports 

must be endorsed for +hese 
countries/ 

Non- 
British subjects require transit visas. 

No. D.2447-GKP)/44. 

The Under Secretary to the ryy^a^u 

. 

Government of India in the 
^^*^=4= 

External Affairs Department, 

a r To 
x Nessrs. Indian National Airways Ltd., 

Scindia Nousn, ll£ 

w 
Je d / ii. 

TT 

. 
* i ■ 

; 
Dated New Del In, the^ 1944. 

Dear Girs, 

3382 

i 

Yours faithfully, 

38/- H. Dayal, 

tJirder 'Secretary 

■ 

te the- Government of Infiia. 
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!*■ K/r 

. 

w 

(?) 

23^May 

1944. 

. 

Dear Grant, 

With reference to jour letter No# 
T#57^/499/378 

of 
the 13th May regarding the transit of air passengers 
through the Arab states, X enclose lierev/ith a copy of a No. 

^ 834 ~) telegram from, the Government of India confirming the 
position 

as 
stated in my letter to you of the 15th Deoesnber 1943. 

J#S. Grant, Esq#, 
Foreign Office, 

Whitehall, 

S.W.l. 
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Allotted to External Bepartmeht. 044 
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n.n- 

Prom 

To 

Pptd. to 

Dated 

Received 

CONFIDENTIAL CODB TSLEORAM 

Government of India* External Affairs Depart 
Department# 

Secretary of State for India* 

Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 

New Delhi, 23*46 hours, 20th 
May 1944. 

06.00 hours, 21st May 1944. 

No. 6884* 

Addressed to Secretary of State for India 
repeated to Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 

Your telegram No. 11. 641 of May 12til 
*. Transit 

througfi^A^ab 
btates. Position stated by you 

is correct. I.N.A. already informed* Copies of 
correspondence sent by mail to you and 

Chungking. 

REE3. POL fin. 

0 
• 

t-i.-.r 
LHDSA -.TICE 

13Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/880. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100046522173.0x00000e

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100046522173.0x00000e?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Ext 6421/43 'Air passengers visas for landing in any Arab state' [7v] (14/58)

14Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/880. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100046522173.0x00000f

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100046522173.0x00000f?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Ext 6421/43 'Air passengers visas for landing in any Arab state' [8r] (15/58)

ixJ- 

A 

^'O 

A" 

■ 
^ 

,'«»> 
H~~‘~ 

u, 
itt'tw 

?L^\i 

y 
..« r~i >- 

^ y 

l?>^ 

y*i / («3 

\ f4 
Jyvoi' 

■ 

(«/> 
/f 

• 

b 
b 

a 

OF'W 

- 
. 

••••*' 
■» i 
'’“^*' : 

. 
^ 
^.„.n. 

$ 

_ — 

J^/y 

9, ^ 

ZZ 

^ 

y*~%ryy 

y^i 
c 

o±yyTfi^ 

,> 

' 

? 
^- 

*0 

^ 

if 

u 

*"l' 

Jtu r ^ 

. 

^ 

15Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/880. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100046522173.0x000010

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100046522173.0x000010?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Ext 6421/43 'Air passengers visas for landing in any Arab state' [8v] (16/58)

16Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/880. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100046522173.0x000011

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100046522173.0x000011?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Ext 6421/43 'Air passengers visas for landing in any Arab state' [9r] (17/58)

■J 
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-vV 
\V-‘ 

(T 5746/499/ 

^Vr 

(5> 

0RI2IGN OFFICE, 

S.W.l. 
13th May, 1944. 

Dear Harripon* 

* 

j* 
* . 

' ■ 1 

m 

(J.S.Grant) 

I INDil 

. . 
tr 
: 
"'-Q£ l. 

F.a.a. Harrison, Esq.., 
India Office. 

s 
ri th 

Reference 
to yohr letter 

Jgxt. 6640/43 of tjj ie 
^.lihth December 

lasT regarding the tfatTSTt of air 
passengers through the Arab States, 
I enclose a copy of a 

despatch from 
the Acting Consul-General at 
Chungking from which it appears 
that according to the External 
affairs Department, Delhi, visas 

are 
required for Bahrein. 

We should be glad if you could 
ascertain what the position is. 

A copy of our 
telegram 

No. 20 
of 22nd December to His 

Majesty’s 

Consul-General at Chungking is also 
enclosed. 

Yours sincerely, 
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i 

0 

No. 17 
Copied to 

r '* 

(& 
1 

copy) 

External Affairs Department,Delhi. 

Sir, 

0 7 
of) British Consulate-General, 

CHUNGKING. 

13th April 1944. 

I C44 

\ 
fc—- »alrr.r.V'*rrr.<-Trr«»<" 

I have the honour to refer to your 
telegram of No.20 of 

22nd December 1943 stating that air passengers whatever their 
nationality who are 

in possession of through tickets do not 
require visas or 

endorsements for landing in an Arab state 
while 

aircraft is in port. 

2. I enclose herewith a copy 
of 

a 
letter from Indian National 

Airways Ltd. stating that the External Affairs 
Department to 

whom the contents of your telegram was 
referred assert that 

visas 
are necessary. I have the honour to be, 

Yith the highest respect, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient, 
humble Servant, 

TT 
. 

.Principal Secretary of State 
for Forei m 

Adairs, 
Foreign Office, 

LONDON. 

(Signed) 
Ronald Hall. 

Acting Consul-General. 
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© 

^ r+ , 
T15714/14128/378. 

[CODE] DEPgJlTl/ilillLJj N0» 1 

» 
FROM FOREIGN v-'FFIGE TO CHUNGKING (CuHSUL GEi-JEILlL) 

« 
20. D* 6.15. a.m. 

23rd. December 1943. 

22nd. December 1943. 

?/ W W W 

Your telegram No. 13 
[of November 11th.: Transit vias for 

Bahrein]. 

idr passengers whatever their 
nationality who are in possession of through tickets do not renuire visas or 

endorsements 

for landing in any Arab State whilst an 
aircraft is 

m 
port. 
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^Wtth 

f*r 
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of tho 

Secretary of Stat^ 
Forolgii Affairs 

^ 
fa 

.»»« 

OUTWARD TELEGRAM 

E 
ACtofl' 

V) 

£ 
INDtAED 

350 

^ 

T,705/499/378 
^4^ /^r fx/ 

4 : 

Uko/iil 
-rrl- 

/S' 

^2U 

v 

/f43^ 

[Code R], 
944 

DEPARTMENTAL N0.1 

FROM FOREIGN OFFICE,TQ CHUNGKING 
(CONSUL-GENERAL) 

No, 4 

20th January, 1944. 
D. 6,20 a.m. 

21st January, 1944. 

/////// 

My telegrams Nos. 1 to you and 30 to His 
Majesty’s 

Ambassador [of January 4th and 17th: Persian transit visas 
for air passengers from 

China]. 

Pending arrival of Persian Minister, air passengers 
should continue to obtain Persian transit visas in India. 
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v 

vDU 

[CODE R] DEPlRTmTAL NO^ 1 

FROM TEHRAN TO FOREIGN OFFICE 

- - 

' 

Sir R. Bar 

- 
u 

D* 9,40 a.m. 
GMT 17th January, 1944. 

No. 56 R.11.05 
a.m. 

BST 17th January, 1944. 

17th January, 1944. 

a a a a 

Your telegram No. 7. 

Tehran Press 
announces 

that M. Seyed Ali Nassr, Undersecretary 
secretary in Ministry of Interior has been 

appointed Persian 

Minister to China and will leave shortly for 
Chungking. Some 

years ago Nassr ̂
was^ sent ̂ by Persian Ministry of Finance 

to^ 

China to study% He remained there for some 
time 

and investigated 
general conditions. 

Please repeat to Chungking. 

[Repeated tj^ Chungking 
as 

Foreign Office xelegfem No. 
50] 
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COPY. 

r>(T 499/499/378). 

\ 

f— E X 
1 

British ( 

onsul^^^jfeiierrl. 

CHI NGKrTGh. ̂ 

27th De 

Copied to Embassy No* 206 
to China Relations Office, Calcutta 
to Foreign Office No*38. 

(tember, 1943. 
! 
044 

J 

i^oi2y_pf Correspondence C oncerninp; tr ansit visas for’Bahrein etc. 
for persons proc^edinp: by air. 

(i) 

Copy of 
a 

letter from China Relations Office of 9th November to Acting Consul-General. 

BOAC have asked 
me to 

point out that Bahrein and Palestine 
should figure 

on 
all transit visas for sir-passages to the TJ.K. 

I have added them to the /ambassador 
1 s 

visa accordingly and T hope 
you v/ill give this action your 

blessing if it is unconstitutional. Perhaps you can add these 
places to the regular list in future 

visas. (II) 

Copy of telegram No. 13 of 11th November from Actin'? Consul-General 
to Foreign 0 fice. 

May I give transit visas for Bahrein without reference to air 
passengers? (in) 

Copy of letter from C ina Relations Office to Chancery of 20th 
November 1943. 

Dear Chancery, 

It would be a 
great convenience if all travellers "rom China 

to the United Kingdom could reach India provided with transit visas 
not only for Iraq and Iran but also E^ypt, Palestine, Bahrein and 
Trans-Jordan. 

B.O.A.C. say that this applies to diplomatic and ordinary visas 
alike and suggest that we can save 

last minute applications to the Bengal Passport Office if the necessary action is taken in China. 

Yours ever, 
CwTNA RELATIONS O FFICE. 
(IV) 

Copy of telegram No.15 of 1st December from Acting Consul-General 
to Foreign Office. 

Ny telegram o.l3. 
am 

informed air passengers also require tr'nsltr' 
visas for Iran and Transjordan. May I also give th^se without 
reference ? (v) 

Copy of telegram No.19 of 14th December from Foreign Office to 
cting Consul-General. 

Your telegram No.13 and 15. 
India Office and Colonial 0 'fice are 

being consulted about Bahrein 
/ and Transjordan respectively. Could not visas for Iran be obtained 

in Delhi ? 
Secretary of State for Foreign A/fairs. 

L 

■, 
/ v P 

/ (VI) 

w 
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* 
(VI) 

~ 

Copy of telegram Ilo.l? of 24th December from Acting Consul- 
G-rneral to Foreign Office. 

Your telegram No.19. 
BOAC say it would be great convenience if these visas 

were given here. 
(VII) 

Oopy of telegram No.20 of 22nd December : p rom Foreign Office 
to Acting Consul-General. 

'ollowing for Consul-General. Your telegram No. 13. 
Air passengers whatever their nationality who are in 

possession of through tickets do not require visas or endorsements 
fbr landing in any Arab State while air-craft is in port. 

EDEN • 
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INWARD TELEGRAM 
.» 

FRC£f JOHDi\p (Six* H. 
MaoMlchael) 

TO 5. OF 3,. 
COLONIES 

D. 21et December, 1943. 
H, 21st 

,r " 
17* 10 hrs. 

No, 104 Secret* 

Your telegram No* 72* 

Acting British consul General, Chung King, 
may grant visas 

Tor Trana-Jordan to air passengers 
without 

2 
'eference, 
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM 

[This Document is the Property of His Britannic Majesty’s 
dovernment,'and 

should be 

—. 
kept under Lock and Key.] 

6 b 
0 

i T.15976/14128/378 
[CODE R] iDEPARjKENTAL 

NO. 

FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO TErtRAN 

No. 7 

4th January, 1944. D.4.20 
p.m. 4th 

January, 1944. 

a a a a 

His 
Majesty’s 

Consul-General at Chungking has represented that it would be of convenience to air passengers 
if transit visas for Persia could be obtained in Chungking. 

Please ascertain whether the Persian Government 
contemplate the establishment of 

a 
Legation at Chungking in 

the 
near 

future, 
or 

whether they would be 
prepared 

to make 

some 
other arrangement for the grant of such visas in 

Chungking. 

31Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/880. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100046522173.0x000020

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100046522173.0x000020?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Ext 6421/43 'Air passengers visas for landing in any Arab state' [16v] (32/58)

32Reference: IOR/L/PS/12/880. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100046522173.0x000021

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100046522173.0x000021?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Ext 6421/43 'Air passengers visas for landing in any Arab state' [17r] (33/58)

OUTWARD TELEGRAM 

[This Document is the Property of His Britannic Majesty ’s Gbvernment, and should be 
kept under Lock and Key.] 

T,15976/1 i,128/378 
; 

I 

[CODE] DEP^RTMTPAL. HQ. 

FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO 
GHUInTGKING 

(COMSUL-aENERALl 

■] D. 1.00 
a.n. 

5th January, 19U. 

ith January, 19U-. 

0 0 0 0 

Your telegram No. 17 
[of December 2)+: visas for air 

passengers in transit 
through Transjordan 

-na 
Fsrsaa.] 

You may 
grant visas for 

Transjordan to air passengers 

without reference. 

I 
aa 

consulting His 
Majesty's 

Minister Tehran as 
regards 

visas for Persia. 
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.N 0E 

*£ 

LE 

fWr 

6GS0 
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/o' 
-V 

vc INWARD TELEGRAM 
I 
9434599J 

A llotted to 
ExtgPfmdb"ire 

i 
par 

,, 
tro!Tx 

GONPID^TIAL CODE TELEGRAM 

pjforn Political Resident in 
Persian Gulf^ 

To Secretary of State for India* 

Dated Bahrain, 19.30 hoursi 
12th DecenVber 1943* 

Received 23*45 hours, 12th DeO* 1.943 

6xtA/ 
Your telegram 2786(5 dated 

December 5th- Confirmed* 
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/y With the 
CcmpUrvMmts 

(T 
1 

The 

. 

eting Brltleh Cotveul- 
Cenerel at Chungi Ing hiie enquired, 
by telegram* whether he may grant 
visas for Bahrein* Persia and 
Transjordan* without reference* to 
air passengers# 

e 
have ritten to Silver at 

the India Office about Bahrein# Can 
you tell us 

the answer as 
regards 

Transjordan? 

) 
l $ GRANT 

Unc 
er of St 
*°r 

foreign 
Attain 

tcf 
thej- 

r.c er 
of SM* foreign 

Attain 
> 

Yours sincerely 

Grant) 

A*ii# 
i 

oynton* -eq#» 
Colonial Office# 
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COPY 
(T 14128/14126/376) 

(2 

/ 
COPU 

RJ 
7 

\ 

, rv 
m. 1 

. p J I ̂ PRciu CHUi;a^ii,q 
i , 
C 
iC 

±^RYiGai 
oppice 

Acting British Consul-General 
ho. 15. 

D. 
1st December, 1943. R. 

3.45 p.m. 1st December, 1943. 
4.50 a.m. 2nd 

December, 1943. 

Ikly telegram No. 13. 

I 
am 

informed that air passengers also require transit 
visas for Persia and Trans-Jordan. May I also give these 
without reference? 
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IL 

FORSIGIT 
0PFI3& 

: 
J 

3. W. 1. 

2 i+tii NovQrn'ber ,1943* 
(T 14128/14128/378). 

>. t 
' ̂ . 

Dear Silver, 

Jfcl' 
A 
- 
S. 

642 

r"* -j 

I 
wondeaf if jfo^i/Chan help 

us 
to answer th<* 

io^-Lhe 
enclosed copy of a 

telegram from 
the Acting British Consul-General 
at Chungking. 

So far as our information 
goes the standing instructions are 
that passengers proceeding hy public air service through Bahrein 
who are in 

possession of through 

tickets do not require visas or endorsements, whatever their 
nationality, for the purpose of 
landing whilst the aircraft is in 
port. But these instructions may 
have been suspended during the war* 

rant) 

C.H. Silver, Bsq. 

, India Office. 
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'flu 
J | 
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C- I 

[CODE]. (R). 
DERtlRTMENT/iL No. 1. 

FROM CHUNGKING TO FOREIGN OFFICE 

. 
Acting 

British Consul General. 

| a/II 

No, 15. 

November 11th, 1945. 

D, 5.00 
p.m. November 11th, 1943. 

R. 12.00 
p.m. November 12th, 1943. 

yyyyyy 
May I give transit visas for Bahrein without reference to air 

passengers? 
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Cover for Enclosures in 
Weekly 

Letter No. P.Z 

dated from Secretary, 
Political and 

Secret 
Department (External), 

India Office, 
to 

Secretary 
to the Government of India, External 

Affairs Department. 
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