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THE GOLDSMITHS & SILVERSMITHS
‘f At COMPANY LTD.
1 112, Regent Street,

N\ deith=C" o 2 b0 R -36 . London, W.1.

(&5

Y

5th August,1936.
'7' MILITARY DEPT. ot

The Secretary of State,
India Office,
Whitehall,

S.W.

Sir,

At the request of Lieut.Colonel B.H.Bonham Carter,
we are writing to ask if you would favour us with the
correct title of His Highness The Sultan of Lahej of
the Aden Protectorate.

This is required to be incorporated in an inscription
to be engraved on a piece of silver which we have been
commissioned to make for presentation to this gentleman, by

the Officers of the 5th/14th Punjab Regiment.

-\

Thanking you in anticipation,

We are,

Yours faithfully,

THE GOLDSMITHS & SILVERSMITHS COMPANY,LIMITED.
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Communications on this subject .411 t\A M
4«-&; 4

should be addressed to—
Tae‘UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE, Subﬂﬂ :

CoroNIAL OFFICE,
LoxooN, S Wall . e o L ate)’
and the following number quoted :— Z s / / °§
12463/ 33 ’ kY
- s 2 7 9 A /
N *
_ 1933 « f',
Reference to previous correspondence : l%

7 25, /JJ
Letter .%° the Colonial Office of the 3’-‘(/&[’“ b /’ "4;
Joom —

}° ")‘> Transmitted by direction of the Secretary of State for the Colonies.
B
A copy has also been sent to the ;""‘d* é%“‘

Y

Colonial Office, Downing Street,

18 [ OSURE I V. —“?‘(—l
v No. 29 20 JUL. 1933 |

TR A FROM SECRETARY, PGLITIGAL AND |
] SECRET DEPT. INDIA OFFICE
(R1188) Wt 14425/2014 10,000(2) 10/32 iu-..aa.uz..,‘--,_. TR i
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>
®
ADE XN, Downing Street,
SOUFLDENTIAL, |§ swy, 1933,
e
8ir,

I have the honour te refer to the Resident's

=

confidential despatch Ho. 656 of the 22nd of March
regarding the succession to the Sultanate of Lahej, and
to inform you that I agree generally with the views
expressed therein and the course of sation proposed in
paragraph 13,

2. The proposed reply to the Sultan of Lahej
should, however, be modified in the following manner;e
(a) He should be informed that “the contents
of his letter are noted", instead of that

"the election has been noted" » &and

(b) the word "fommal® should be omitted before
"recognition" in informing him that the
recognition of his successor must be deferred

until the latter's actual succession to the
Sultanate,

Colonel Reilly, whe has bdeen consulted, agrees with these
modifications,

I have the honour to be,
4 sir,

Your most obedient,

humble servant,

b THE ACTING RESIDENT
] AT ADEN,
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Sir D. Bray spoke to me about this case before YH\ ‘?
writing his note, and suggested that we might take the next
opportunity of Col. Reilly's presence in London to clear the ~

¥

point up. As this is primarily a C.0. matter, it seemed best

to obtain their concurrence before making an enquiry of Col.
Reilly. I accordingly arranged with Sir D. Bray that I should
write d.o. to the C.0. in the sense of the letter of 6th
June below and, if they saw no objectjon, put the point to Col.
Reilly. [ okd /i D By £ por #s o & & ah fo pedince,

Col. Reilly came up to London yesterday, and he
and Y¥r. Cowell discussed this question with Mr. Laithwaite and
myself this morning.

Col. Reilly informed us that he had the point

regarding the importance of local custom prominently in

mind, as well as the other considerations, in thinking over
what action he should recormend in the peculiar circumstances.
He is satisfied that the election was duly and properly made

in a public manner by the electors, and that the majority of

them (the custom is to elect by a majority) are genuinely

in favour of the election and of the change of custom
entailed thereby; he take“s'ﬁa. grain of salt sikh the Sultan's
statement that it was the electors themselves who initiated
the proposal of an election during the soézgzzéuLs lifetime,
bat he has no evidence to the contrary. The election by the

duly constituted electors is properly on record.

The attempted assassination, of course, indicated
the existence of some opposition; but this incident has had
the effect of weakening the opposition and rallying further
support to the snisgzaénie party.

1t will thus be seen that Col. Reilly is satisfied

on the main issue; he would see no objection, however, to i
% slightly/ ‘
e ——————————— e
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@ slightly modifying the proposed terms of his reply to the

Sultan by substituting a statement that the contents of the
Sultan's letter are noted instead of the words "that the
election has been noted"; this change, small though it
appears, gives an even more noncornmittal ring to the proposed
reply, and goes further in the direction of avoiding any

| s implication that the Sultan's account of the mammer in which -

the election was brought about is necessarily taken as

correct.

From what Sir D. Bray told me, I think that there is
no doubt that he would be satisfied by Col. Reilly's account
of the matter, and by the small change of wording suggested
above.

The Air Ministry and F.0. have now concurred in the
proposal in the C.O.letter of 17th May. Perhaps the draft
letter might be approved with the addition suggested in the

margin.
e
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Sen l?,/ﬁ M7 ,(H\/,{/'{/V
Politicsl Comitige, i R. Frant /

Perhaps the attached revised draft might

be approved. After speaking to Sir R. Glancy, I
saw Col. Reilly yesterday. He did not intend any

emphagis on the word "formal® in para. 13 of his

! despatch, and sees no objection to its being omitted

b
b
§
|

in the instructions to be given to him.
s
CR
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P.Z.2871/33. 1.

Minute Paper. POLITICAL Department,

.

AR Please see fhe passages marked !25 in the

ls~s | Intelligence summaries regarding the election as heir

Coljpr=”
'

apparent and attempted assassination of the eldest son i
of the Sultan- of Lahej.

As explained in the Resident's despatch of 22nd
March enclosed with the C.0. letter the custom for many 17
years past in regard to the succession to the Sultanate
hes been that after the death of the reigning Sultan

his successor is elected by certain tribal Aqils and

Qadhis and later recognised officially by the Resident
(unless there are cogent reasons for non-recognition).

As the result of an unsuccessful conspiracy in
1930 to remove the Sultan and arrange the succession of
a member of a riyal branch of the ruling family, His
Higﬁness made tentative proposals to the Residency that he
should ensure continuity in the succession by
proclaiming his eldest éon as heir apparent, but was
advised by Sir Stewart Symes not to do so.

In February of this year, however, His Highness
informed Colonel Reilly that an electiion had been held
and that Sultan Fadl has been unanimously elected as his

successor. The Resident was about to express

objection to this action which was taken without

consulting him when he heard of the attempt on Sultan

Fadl's life which made it impolitic for him to do so.

\

He therefore confined himself to asking the Sultan of
Lahej for an explanation of his reasons for departing
from customary practice in regard to the succession. His
Highness replied that the intention was to guard sgainst

strife and dissension in the event of his death.

Colonel Reilly sympsthises with the Sultan and sees

considerable advantage in a settlement of the succession

1212 5000 0.82

during/

S e |
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et |

during his lifetime if it is loyally observed on his

death. His Highness is a capable ruler and perhaps the

most important of the Protectorate Chiefs and his

territories adjoin the settlement of Aden. On the other ] f 1
hand Colonel Reilly does not r ecommend any departure on } | . Ai
our part from the existing procedure, since he considers
that recognition of a pre-elected successor would seldem
be effective. He therefore proposes to inform the
Sultan that the election has been noted but that formal
recognition of his successor must be deferred until the
latter's actual succession.

This is primarily a matter for the Colonial Office

who propose to approve the Resident's proposal subject to
the conéurrence of the other interested departments.
We may I think concur, and a draft letter te the Colonial

Office is submitted accordinglye.
"”;f//sy/35
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I think we ought to proceed with extreme caution

over this case. Happily Colonel Reilly is still in the

. e

4d
country and it will be very helpful if »e can discus%“ﬁe
~ !
i ee=F with him personally. -
| It is at all times a tricky business to introduce

changes into ancient tribal custom. Left to themselves

tribes are very chary of doing so, but if things go wrong 1

they have their own ways of rectifying matters. The

) introduction of ourselves as the Paramount Power is a doubly
: disturbing factor: on the one hand, 4.3* reformers use us
for their own ends; on the other, we act as a brake on the
ordinary forceful rectification of a reform which has gone
wrong.

It is clear that ~#e succession in Lahej depends on
heredit"”tempered,and indeed sanctioned, by election.
This double principle is well-known: it obtains e.g. in
Kalat, where the chiefs have a strong feeling that the son
of the Khan should sit in the seat of his fathers and an

equally strong feeling that th%h ve thepselves an over-

! riding right to decide whether to put r:im ‘}.;x‘ére; t is the
free play of these two principles which is chiefly responsible
for the control the hereditary and yet elected leader 1
exercises by semi-divine right over the tribesmen. -

It is of course the natural desire of every ruler to !
make his dynast& secure during his lifetime. His obvious

tactics in a case like this would be to win over a certain

number of the electors to declare for a change in the old
custom . Before we ourselves should recognise, even in
4 4 the cautious form proposed, so radical a change, we should 1

have/

B e — ———
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have to be satisfied that the declaration of custom was

made by the whole body of electors and was made in grim earnest.
I confess I am very sceptical in the present case. For one
thing, in adopting election during the chief's lifetime,

| the electors are really going npear to surrendering their
, 7‘{, ,,L,/z‘.a,..,{-

free powers of election./ Mne would require the electors

S,

to declare their custom in the most formal and authoritative

e ——

manner in open Jirga or Durbar or the like. It is not clear

whether the Resident has had any such evidence: certainly

; the word of the ruler himself would be unsatisfying.

Even without the attempted assassination of the

e %
newly-elected heir as the dramatic.sequel to the new-fangled
election, caution would have been desirable, for in a tribal
state of society law and order and the whole well-being of
~ A

@
e tribeA depend on the observance of accepted custom.
A

As it is, it is imperative.

i
i /
|
|
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; o P.2. 2871/33. O
0 p i, 2’
| L 10,
' Draft Paper. Department. &
~ 8
R 271 JUN1933 .
BEVISED | DRAFT. A
A
331r.
U.s.S. 0
3 (i) ; With reference to C.0. letter, No.
] 17963/33, of 17th May, 1933, regarding
; | the succession to the Sultanate of ‘
3 | Lakej, I am directed by the S. of S. for

I. tc say that he suggests that it might
| be preferable to inform the Sultan "that
| the contents of his letter are noted"

rather than "that the election has been

noted", and to omit the word "formal"
| before "recognition" in informing him
. | that the recognition of his successor
Copy to bﬁg%;a
3 .)ﬁtys) mast be deferred until the latter's

actual accession to the Sultanate.

Otherwise Secy. Sir Samuel Hoare agrees

*, 1| with the proposal of the S. of S. for
; N, 1 ﬁ‘ ; the Colonies to approve the course of
ey |

| action suggested in para. 13 of the

| =

despatch from the Resident at Aden ]

enclosed with your letter.

f 2. A copy of this letter is being *
| sent to the F.0. and A.M.
| J. Q. WALTON.

o i B

j /yféz/é (il \z[é

/é/

1401 5000 11.32
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; P.Z. 2871/33.
Draft Paper. poLITIcAL  Department, )
i ]
-—— DRAFT LETTER. #
| 1
|
The Under-Secretary of State, : Sir,
Colonial Office, f With reference to Colonial o
| S. W. 1. E Office letter No.17963/33, of 17th May
\i 1933, regarding the succession te the
| Sultanate of Lehej, I am directed by the 1
: Secretgry of State for India te say tyf}f
I~

L»sub&ee%vto»theftuncurrence«er—thematgér
i interested departmcnberggagreea with
the proposal of the Secretary of State
for the Colonies to approve the course
of action suggested in paragraph 13 of
the despatch from the Resident at Aden

enclosed with your letter. -

Copy to India { 2. A copy of this letter is being
|
F.0. sent to the Foreign Office and Air
A.M. Ministry.

17124 5000 3.33
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e INDIA OFFICE,
WHITEHALL, S.W. 1.

i
i
]
i
z

16th June, 1933.

With further reference to the nuestion of the
Lahej succession, about which we talked on Sth Jume, I
write to say that the Political Committee here have
raised another small point, yiz., the aprropriateness
of the word "formal” before “recognition® in the third
line of paragraph 13 of iden despatch, No. 65, of
22nd Varch. I mentioned this to Reilly when he
happened to be here on l4th June, and he said that he
attached no special emphasis to the word “"formal®, and
would be content if it were omitted from his
instructions. ¥e are therefore making this small
suggestion aleo in our official reply to your letter,
fos 17963/33 of 17th Vay.

%
E
i
|
|

(Sgd.) J.C. Walton.

H.R. lel. Elq.. ColieGe
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A5 Polie 38B0B/33e 6th June 1953.

4 ;aIV v‘ﬂ‘:“ »
Jr\aa, dean Cou—'ro-Q

¥ill you plesse refer to your offieial letter of
i7th #ay, 17963/33, regarding the s:ucecesicn to the
Sultanste of Lahej.

Thouch the affaire of the Aden Frotsciorate are
outside the sphere of the immediate concurns of the Indis
Office, you are good encugh to give us the opportuaity of
offering suech cheervations, if any, 48 may be suggested by

the Goverament of india's past experience and might

poscivly provewelule in the present case Sir D.Bray
here feels considerable doubt on ome point in the course of
action proposed in paragraph 13 of the despateh from Aden.
fils experisnce has impressed upon him the great importance
of the custom of election of a ruler ameng Arad and other
siailer comsunities, and their very coanservative
sttachnent te . be jurticular loeal custom, whatever it say
be. 43 in Lahe) the custom has been to elect a
successor gn the death of the reigning Sultan, Bray thinks
that/

He.R. Cowell & 9 Uelalley
Colonial Office,
Be o Yo

)
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that we should be very cautious sbout av earing to scquiesee
is & fundsmental change of this custom unless it is elear
beyond doubt thati the change is desired and sanctioned by
the custodisns of the custom itself (for exsaple, by
declaration of the whole body of electors ingen assesbly
or seme other verifisble means). He, of course, agrees
that formal recogmition of a sucoessor must be deferred uaty
the latter's actual secession to the Sultanate and that aay
comnsunicaticn that would iaply & guarantee by His Hajesty's
Governmsnt should be avoided, but he doubts, on present
inforsation, whether it would be wise for the Resideat to g0
8o far a8 to inform the Sultam that the eleetion has been

Bo Letde To do so might seem to ilamply an acknovledgment

m‘-mxomootuu-mu.mnlmu
andee

It nay be that Reilly ie satisfied that the change
of custosl) and the electisn (which the Sultan says was
inftiated by the electors themeelves) is genuinely in
eccordance with the wishes of the electors. This could
essily be ascertained by converssation with keilly shen he is
next in London or (to save tiase) by writing privately to him
19 ascertain whether he ean supplement the information
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conialned in his despateh on this pointe ¥e oould not,
of course, make such am en uiry of Rellly without your
concurrence and I am therelore writing to ask whether you

$6¢ any objeetion io cur deing so or whether (whieh would, ¥

of eourse, be even better) you wo:ld yoursels put ithe

polnt to hime b
% Muh%

S8d) J. C. WALTON
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o INDEXED it .
., Tnany further communication on this subject, please quote - /{) ~r ./W(t

o

No. B LS\ \2q4\q;

\
and uddress—nof to any person by name, but to— )

““The Under-Secretary of State,” Foreign Office, London, S.W. 1. J
55 .3 ]
o=t

THE Under-Secretary of bmtv for Foreign Affairs presents his

compliments to \h \M&' W%M ‘&"

@ %»«La, and, by direction of the Secretary of State, ﬁ"

transmits herewith cop\am» of the under-mentioned paper.

; { (,’;\/"

o Foreign Office, a3

‘ . \N) i

31 ey, 1937 > ?

g Reference to previous correspondence :

8 BN ot 1maealaas Ty rth

- Description of Enclosure.

Name and Date. Subject.

N | Iebmiat s seaneran, .
N | s iia s ey

Similar letter sent to
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(s 2581/299/91. . ! FOREIGN OFFICE,

SeW.l.

OO0 ) =6th May, 1933.
X Sir,

e With reference to your letter No. 17963/33 of
£ the 17th May regarding the succession to the Sultanate of
Lahe, I am directed by Secretary Sir John Simon to requelt‘
you to inform Seeretary Sir Philip Cunliffe-Lister that he
concurs in the proposal to approve the course of action
suggested by the Resident at Aden in paragraph 13 of his
confidential despateh No. 656 of the 22nd March.
2. Copies of this letter are being sent to the
India Office and the Air Ministry.
I am,
sir,

Your obedient Servant,

The Under-Secretary of State,
Colonial Office.
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8- 1003/P8, 11/ 1,6, 2> &y, 1983,

Sir,

I am commanded by the Air Coumeil teo refer to
Colonisl Office letter No, 17963/33 dated the 17th May,
forvarding a oapy of a despateh from the Resident at Aden
regarding the sneoession to the Sultaunste of sahel and to
soquaint you, for the information of th: Jeeretsr: of “tate
for the Colonies, that they are in asreement with the
procedure proposed,

Covies of this letter are being sent to the
Foreign 0ffice and India,0ffice,

I am,
21ir,

Your obedient 'ervant,

g S EVANS
The Under Secretary of “tate, : (Sgd.) GHARLEMWW‘
Colonial Office, for Sea
Downing “treet,

Selele
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Communications on this subject

. -
J 4 should be addressed to—

Downing Street, /)‘ ’C

|
l THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE,
‘ { : | > CoLoNIAL OFFICE,

| | LoNpox, 8.W.1. pi iR | §7 , May ,1933.
| | > “J i
AR the following e o8
{ J umber quoted: 17963/33. PP ‘ 52 Lt,m;/ ~
| ~ I' e C BB e l /, 20 'S
{ | oL
E | Q™ :
| . sir, ,___l_v_ ‘ . 5 e
I am directed by Secretary Sir Philip k
Cunliffe-Lister to transmit to you, to be laid before

2208 Merch 1922 Secretary Sir Samuel Hoare, a copy of a despatch from
the Resident at Aden regarding the succession to the

Sultanate of Lahej.

2. Sir Philip Cunliffe-Lister agrees with the
Resident's views as to the attitude which he should
adopt in the matter, and, subjeet to Sir Samuel Hoare's
concurrence, he proposes to approve the course of
action suggested in paragraph lzbf the Resident's
despatch.

3. A similer lgtter is being sent to the Foreign

y';NCLOéS:JRE IN WEEKLY LETTER ’
0. . 2 5 mAY. ]935

FROM 8ECRETARY, POLITICAL AND
BEGRET DEPT. INDIA OFFICE

Office and Air Minist

I am,

Your most obedient servant,

H R Lrwoell. ,
B i

THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE,
INDIA OFFICE.
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Copy "~

QOWPIDENTIAL. THE RESIDENCY,

o~ 65, Aden, 22nd Mareh, 1933,

8ir,
I have the honour to refer to the recent
political events in Lahej in connection with the succession

to the Sultanate, that have been reported briefly in

8T 2

g Politicsl Intelligence Summary, paregraphs 8.260.> et seq.
Vg ATAR

e For very meny years the custom in regard to the

succession to the Sultanate of Lahej has been that after

the death of the reigning Sultan his successor is eleoted
b.‘ymoortnin tribel Aqile and Qadhie, who are entitled to do

e

80.  The election is then reported to the Resident, and
the new Sultan is accorded official recognition unless

there are very cogent reasons to withhold it. The

customary procedure thus briefly outlined is common to the
whole irotectorate.

3. There are five branches of the family of the
Sultan of Lahej, in two of which (the Ali Muhsin and the
Padhl Muhsin) the succession has been confined, with
fairly regulsr alternation, since the death of the common
ancestor, Sultan Muhsin Padhl, in 1847.

4. On the accession of the present Sultan, His
Highness Sir abdul Kerim bin Padhl ali Muhgin, in 1915,
the heads of the Fadhl Muhein branch refused to recognise

him, In 1919 a rapproachment was brought about between

this

His Mejesty's Secretary of Stute
for the Colonies,
London.

* s e S Lt 80 5 IOR/L/PS/12/1464 1l
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this dissident element and His Highnesse, but the animosity
- 8till smouldered, and in 1930 it broke out in the form of
& oonspiracy, instigated by these persons during the

absence of His Highness in Indis, to remove him and to

arrange the succession of & member of the Fadhl Muhsin {
branch. The conspiracy was discovered; and, on his
return from India, the Sultan took such setion against the
ringleaders as he hoped would put an end to overt
opposition to his asuthority.

Se In consequence of this ineident His Highness
made tentative proposals to the Residenocy that he ghould
ensure continuity in the succession by proclaiming hie

| eldest son, Sultan Fadhl bin Abdul Karim as heir apparent.

| My predecessor advised him not to 4o so and the matter
“ appeared 1o have dropped.
6. On the 12th Februery of this year, however, His
Highness informed me that ;; the instance of the electors,
! and with his permission, an election had been held, that
his eldest son Sulten Fadhl bim 4bdul Karim had been
unanimously elected as his successor, and thet he had
agcordingly nominated him es such.
7. His Highness had csused or allowed these steps to %
be taken without prior reference to the Resideney, and I
was about to exprese my objections to this procedure when i
YMWhJ'monwnwurndndutm;numuauuumugof !
Sultan Padhl at the hands or at the instigation of the
leaders of the Fadhl Muhein branch (vide rolitical
Intelligence Summary paragraphs 2830, et seg). This new
oircumstence made it impolitic for me to sdvise His
fighness to retraot his recogniti-n of Sultan Padhl as
his

| <
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his successor, for the reason that His Highness's

acquiescence in my request might seem to be a concession to
viclence; and I therefore considered it advisable to

confine myself at the moment to asking His Highness for an P
explunstion of the reasons that had prompted him in 4

departing from the customary practice in regard to the l :

succession.

8. In reply His Highness explained that his action i
was designed to guard ageinst the strife and dissension ‘**
that are the usual consequences of disputes regarding the
succession on the death of a tribal Chief. He argued
that the Sultanate of lahe] has coms to be recognised as

the centre of arbitration between tribal Chiefs over a

wide ares, and that it is therefore particularly necessary ’
that continuous security and order should be ensured in
it; and he pointed out that continuance of the custom
hitherto existing in regard to the succession tended
towards multiplicity of claimants and complexity of issue.
‘ He further contended that the electors, who are the
| eoustodians of custom, had themsclves initiated the propesal
i of an eleotion during his life-time, and that he had
| nocceded to their wishes in the best interests of his State.
9. I have told His Highness that I am reporting
what has occurred and the explanation that he has given me b
to His Majesty's Government.
10. A settlement of the succession during the
life-time of the preseant Sultan will have considerable
b adveatages if it is loyally observed when his death occurs,
Since 1918 and espeeially during the past five years, the

Sultanate
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