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• Chinese interest in countering the Japanese influence across the Middle East.

• Delay by the Persian government in responding to the request.

• Possibility that the Legation proposal was suggested by 'puppet government' at Nanking.

• Brief professional biography of Mr Li Tieh-tseng as related to British interests.
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29th June, 1942. 

.■State 
oreign Affairs 

jlf 
z £ Z^yfr s/jt, 

With the Complimentt 
of the, . 

^ )$X inder Becre tbr*^ bf. 

Sir, 

^ Itl ;roroe to Ghnn^king )4ft^atch Ko»H9 

of the 15th May, I have he honour to report that 

Mr. II TI:H1II-T3E::G presented his credentials to His 

Majesty The Shah on the 28th Jirie, as first Chinese 

‘inister to . ereia, 

I have the honour to he with the highest respect. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 

(Sgd. i Adrian Holman 

-hargd d f \ffaires* 

The Rt• Kon* 
Anthony Eden, 
II.C., P.C., H.P., 
etc. , etc., etc., 
THE T;R IIGiT Ol^FICE* 

recd. Pol, dep 
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(E 3567/98/34) 
No. 119(36/34K/1942) 
C opied to: 

H.M. Minister, 
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FILE COPY 

Xv 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 
f 

HWfcrrr 
JEX 

Tehran. 

/' 
-/^r 

' fit 
^ 

CHUNGKING, 

May mhY._1942i > 

•_ y * 

i/.x 

Sir, 

Xl-'-.'K 

l Sv 

With reference to my telegram No.£08 at 1st Mav . 
have the honour to report that, the agrement having been 
received, the appointment of Mr. Li Tieh-tseng as first 
Chinese Minister to Iran was announced on May 5th. 

(!) 

O l 
L~ 

2. Mr. Li, who is 37, started his official career as 
a district magistrate in 1928. He entered the diplomatic 
service three years later and served in London from 1932 
to 1936, during which period he also acted as Secretary to 
the Chinese delegation to the World Economic Conference 
held in London in 1933 and Secretary to the Chinese 
Delegations to the League Assembly in 1934 and 1935. Prom 
1937 to 1941 he was Special Commissioner for Foreign Affairs 
for Kansu Province, being the first holder of the post. 
In 1941, he was transferred to the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and was a member of the Chinese delegation in 
the abortive negotiations for an Immigration Agreement 
with Burma. 

3. In a statement regarding Mr. Li’s appointment 
issued by the Information Department of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, reference is made to the antiquity of 
iaino-Iranian relations, and to the introduction of 
Zorastrianism and Nestorianism into China, which are 
described as constituting a kind of spiritual bridge between 
China and Iran. Emphasis is also laid on the fact that the 
Sino-Iranian treaty of amity of 1920 was the first treaty 
based on equality and reciprocity signed by China as a 
result of the movement for the abolition of the unequal 
treaties. This fact may explain the importance the 
Chinese attach to the present appointment, and probably 
also their concern over the apparent lack of interest 
shown by the Government at Tehran in delaying for so 
long before granting the agrement for Mr. Li. 

4. After Dr. Quo Tai-chi’s appointment as Foreign 
Minister a number of changes took place in the personnel of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, of which the appointment 
of Mr. Li was one of the first. These changes were 
construed in some quarters as constituting to some 
extent a replacement of pro-American by pro-British 
influence, and Dr. Li was in fact generally regarded as 
being pro-British. He is well spoken of for his industry 
and integrity, and has always been very friendly to this 
Embassy. 

I have, etc., 
(Signed) H.J. Seymour 

- Honourable 
Anthony Eden, M.C.y M —‘ 

Foreign OfficelRECD. POL. DEPt. | 
London. 

^jyN 942 

m M ii P ■ y *—‘"“‘A. 1 
IrECd. POL. DEPt. 

i UJUN 942 Up ' 

I INDIA OF FICE r v ~ 
<, i JUN1S42 

u — 
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DEPiJiTtffiNTAL MO. l', 
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PROM FIRE lift O ypfeE jQ ' TIMIRAN . Mt 

p.n. 2nd May, 1942. 
rv^\ 1 O *7 

ZlZo/02.46 ax> 4 
: 

ly 

mmiATiL 
F-0 . v^!i.t%eiU8|2Vf Vu # r»nn; f ̂ -p i ^.*4- ’ 

Please cancel my telegram No, 695. [of 1st May: 
McfaT 

^.ppointment of Chinese Minister at Tehran]. 

Matter is settledo 

-5tVIAYift4^ 

JNDIA 

[/ 
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With 
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[CODE] (R) 

Under Searstury.-sf ;State 

ffif 
n At 

,; 
s 

JiVA ■ 

i’ROM 
CHUNGKIM(j 

.TQFOREIGN OFFICE 

^ y 

DEPARTttBIWi.1 Ho. 1 .^ L 

Sir H. Seymour. 
No. 608 . 
1st May, 1942. 

1 
D. 4.00 p.m., 1st May, 1942. 

R. 7.45 p.m., 1 st May, 1942. 

C") 3 3 / J 
u/z ^ iD. ,■& Hij 

i/iiCiy 
/sf 

L 

IMPORTANT. 

2 •vz-k My telegram No. 584. 

The matter settled. Please take no action. 

js£CQ. POL, 

I -4.1AY1942 

| 
lINDiA OmCE 
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V 

OUTWARD TELEGRAM (yM* 

[This Document is the Property of His Britannic Majesty’s Government, and should be 

1st ifoveuiber, 194-1: prop os ec appointment of 
Ghinose Minister at Tehran]. 

Chinese C-overnment have informed His Majesty's 
Ambassador that they applied for agrement for 
Chinese Minister at Tehran some six weeks ago but 
have had no reply. 

Please endeavour to expedite issue of agrement. 
Chinese Government are anxious to open this Mission. 

a * stCi iJ t* l * . / _ . T : 

Repeated to Chungking No. 625, 

Yoira tele rram 217 of f 1941 to 1 
angora [' of 
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far Foroifn Anaiv»- 

I 04 O 

Lr 

[Cypher] 

1 MAY 194? 

Sir H. Seynour 
Ho, 584 
!?9th ixpril, 1942, 

:IC. 1. 

FROM CHUiTGKIflG TO FOIiSIGM OPrICE. 

D: 11. 40 a.i,i, 29th April, 1942. 

R: 1 , 45 p.r. 29th ^pril, 1942. 

P P P 

. Mice Minister for Foreign affairs infoms no that *ersian agrement for Chinese Minister Tehran was requested 
ro^lv 

1X 
?^‘ 

k 
n - g0 bu ̂ - tba 

| th S P^siaai Goverment do not 
reply. Ine Chinese Minister for Foreign ^ffnirs umild 

•^T+" 
t ?^ U 

T 
* cr . an F notion you could take through His" 

Majesty s Legation Tehran to expedite the natter as t^ev want to get this Mission started. 

I support the request. 

I HD IV. 
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file copy 
VVith the Comf ! .imanta 

of the 

Under Secretary of State 

S’I'll 3^ 
fer For^gn’^ff ire ’ 

.-(Code] R, 

f(U. 8 • d3 • R . (LwW ( 

h~ a • 

hv%.L 

@MuV 194J 

IUMTAL No. 2. 

From TEHRAN to ANGORA. 

Sir R. Bullard. 
No. 217. ■ D. 10.15 p.m. 1st November, 1941. 
1st November, 1941. R. 5.50 p.m. 2 nd November, 1941. 

Repeated to FOREIGN OFFICE No. 1081 . 

Zp G7rt Your telegram No* 128« F-Q -6 
» ' I am informed by Minister for Foreign Affairs that 

Persian Government have agreed and that he is telegraphing 
Angora to that effect 0 

REC0.POL. DEPt 

5NOV 941 

INDIA OFFICE 
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- 

FR,qi AMGORA TO Tgm AH, 
Cr 

.Sir H. Knatchbull-Hugessen ^ No. 128 

wG?Y 

D3PARMSNTAL NO. 2. 

Dc 8.36 a.m. 22nd Oct-oEep,-.lOil 
R. 11.10 a.m. 23rd 0c±6heic,il941 22 nd October, 1941 

Repeated to Foreign Office No* 2491. 

0 : 0 : 0 : 0:0 / 

Q~<^d ai-tuXw Co trySL . 

T cmw cJ\ 

JUf*. 

G) 

U 7 
My telegram No* 2369 to Foreign 

y6759 

1 Q 4 *1 
^ « ! V., N ! 

OffWr- 

Chinese minister has enquired how matter is processing 
as he is anxious to send Mr. ITang of his staff to Tehran 
in connexion, with this proposal. Visa was applied for 
to Persian Embassy here over a month ago but no reply 
has yet been received* 

S 

POL.DEPt, 

K)CT W 

A OFFICE 
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S& 
o nr c > U u 

[CYHiER] 

PR.CM ANGORA TO TEHRAN 

_ Ustf; ( 
DEPARTMENTAL NO. 2. 

. UseUe, 
(f/fiuuL. 

V)^ 

U?*OJOJ JO* 
^r3t»doo! 
P> u i i 

>s ^pu n 
Sir H. Knatchbull-Hugessen 

■ *«■* i : ;J0 
Mo. 128 D c 8.36 a.m. 22nd Octofi¥fU3i9^1^o ©t|^ 14 ̂̂  
22nd October, 1941, R. 11.10 a.m. 23rd October, 1941. 

^ Repeated to Foreign Office Mo. 2491. >Lk 

£. (>kko(SYt[M. •((>&'9* 
■ 

0:0:0:0:0 ■£*■* 

My telegrara No. 2369 to Foreign Office. 
f 

Chinese minister has enouired how matter is processing 
as he is anxious to send Mr. "T/ang of his staff to^Tehran 
in connexion, with this proposal. Visa was applied for 
to Persian Embassy here over a month ago but no reply 
has yet been received. 

^ 
'io|»crf'tv( 

(t ck CA2r>&^. 

^ Tdy/\Oyf\ * . 

. rluijnoJt 

<1- 

BlAstl 
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM u% ̂  

[This Document is the Property of His Britannic Majesty’s Government, and should be 
— ■■ ' ■ 1 " - , •■i/..-’ H ’ 

kept under Lock and Key.] 

E6128/577/54 
[Cypher] DEPARTMBHTAL H 0 .L 2 _ 

^6o95 

1941 

FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO TEHRAN . 

D: 5. 50 p.m. 8 th October 1941, 
No, 870 
Nth October, 1941. 

Repeated to Angora No, 2182 
G-ovemment of India No. 12565 

r: 

P P P 

to , four tele grain 875 f of 29th September: proposal establish a uninese Legation at Tehi'an], 

Surely Persian Ambassador in Angora must know whether 
application comes from Chinese Government at Chuno'kinp* or from Puppet Government at Nanking? 

. am not aware of any important Chinese interests 
in^Persia, and I doubtif this is the time to encourage 
establishment of new diplomatic Missions at Tehran, if however Persian Government are anxious to accept proposal we would not wish to raise objection, provided of^course 

' 
that proposal comes from Chungking Government. 
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Minister for Foreign Affairs that application has been 
made to him for the establishment of a Chinese Legation 
in Tehran. Before replying the Persian Government would 
like to know whether application comes from the Chinese 
Government recognised by His Majesty*s Government. 
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