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About this record

The file consists of correspondence concerning a compensation claim for the murder of Aga Farrukh Shah (also
spelt Agha Farrukhshah) at Kerman during the First World War. Aga Farrukh Shah was supposedly working in the
interest of the British Government at the time of his death, and the first claim made by Mrs Aga Faruksha in

1919 was for a pension from the Government of India. This being denied it was forwarded to prefer a claim on

the Persian Government. Copies of the original claim are included. With no further answer, and following the
death of Mrs Aga Faruksha, the claim was raised by her daughter Bibi Shah Sultana in 1937, and again in 1940.

Correspondents include: the Government of Bombay, Political and Services Department; the Government of
Bombay,

Political and Reforms Department; the Government of India, External Affairs Department; and A A Khan,
Advocate, High Court, Poona.

The file includes a divider, which gives a list of correspondence references contained in the file by year.
This is placed at the back of the correspondence.
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Political and Services n-partman«i. 2710 i |
Bombay Castle, 9th April 1940. | |04( |

Subject:- Claim of Bibi Shah Sul tana. égiﬁ

5’]“1?,’!. e m\ﬂf
Desr Caroe,

Would you please refer to the correspondence
ending with Hay's demi-official letter No. D.3006-N/37 |
of the 11th August 1937, on the above subject? Messra. |
Mulla and Mulla, 3olicitors, Bombay, have azain eddress-
ed the Government of Bombay with refersnce to the elaim |
of their client Bibi Shah Sultana for compensation for |
the murder Jﬂs Agha Farrukhshah, & copy of their
letter of the 18th March 1940 is enclesed. Will you
please let me know how the matter now stands?

Yours sincerely,
H.T. Sorley,
0.K., Caroe, Eaquire, C.I.E.,

Secretary to the Government of India
External Affairs Department.

T ——— ey
ENCLOSURE 1IN LNEIA
FUREIGN BECRET & LETTER
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832, Dastur Meher ...
Poona, 9th July 1937.

From
A. A Khan, E uire H..L. LL.B.
Avosate, High Courts '
L The Secretary to Govermment
® Political Department, Boubay.
Subject:- Petition for grant of pension.
Sir.

I am instructed by my client Bibi Shah Sultana daughter
of the late Agha Farrukh Shah of Poona, to place the following
facts, before you with & re.uest that enguiries may be made
into these facte, and the Government of India or the Secretary
of State of India in Council, may kindly be moved to expedile a
decision in the matter of the petition presented by her mother
to H. B. the Governor of Bombay and to H. E. Viceroy and
Covernor General of India (copies of which petitions are
enclosed herewith for reference).

Her father Agha Farrukh Shah belonged to the family of
H.E. the Agha Khan and possessed great influence in Persisa,
owing to his family connections. The Great War broke out in
1914, and an expedition of the Cermans, headed by one Capt.
Niedmayer was organised in the autumn of the year 1914 and
st out from Constentinople in December of that year with
the object of spreading German influence in lesopotamia, Pereia,
and Afghanistan. To counteract their influence and check their
propaganda in Persia, Government of India were anxious to send
gome one in that country. Agha Farrukh Shah was selected as the
right person for the work, and offered his services loyally to
Government, though he knew fully that he was endangering his
life, in doing so. He was given letters of introduction to thne
various British Counsels in Persia, and he left India in June

OF wis
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or July 1915. He went to Bushire and after staying there for
some time went to Shiraz and sadlhence to Kirman, where he stayed
for about & month or five weeks, with ILt. Col. Duckett, the
British Counsel of the placs, in October or November 1915. Other
members of the family had besn employed on tihe same mission in
varioye places in Persia, of whom one /jghe Abdul Samad, is
deserving of mention. He was at that time at Eushire, and had
given letters of introduction to Aghe Farrukh Suan. In the
meanwhile, & branch of Capt. Niedmayer's expedition, nad separated
from the main body of the expedition and had arrived in Kirman in
July 1915 after teuring various places like lsfanan and Yezd and
rouging the people against tha Britisn. It was doing propaganda
work in Kirman, and would have been successful in its nefarious
object, am had Aghe Farrukh Shah not arrived there inm October
1915, lessrs. Hodder and Stoughton have published a pamphlet
entitled "German Intrigues in Persia", wiich purports to be a
translation of tne diary of one Griesinger, & member of the
aforesaid expadition, and whicn throws considerable light on tie
situation. There is an entry in tuat diary feor the 20th of the
November 1915 wnich runs as follows:-

"Farrukh Shah working at high pressure. Every cne who comes
says we snould fnu him destroyed”.

My client instructs me to submit that the above bears
eloguent testimony to the excellent work done by him, and to
the loyalty and courage with which he was discharging the duties
entrusted to him. He continued to discharge his duties, in the
spirit of devotion in which he had embarked on the missiom, till
the 7th of December 1915 when he was shot. The diary for ﬂ::i
date mentions that fact in clear terms. Such was his influence
in the locality that the British Counsel remained at Kirman
unmolested during his life time, and on nies death Lt.Col. Duckett
left Kirman in the middle of December 1985 with igua Farrukh
Shah's servant, whom he brougut to Mascut, and thence sent to
India. In August 1919 Agha Farrukh Shah's widow submitted a

petition ...
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> petition to H.E. the Governor Cleneral of India praying for the
grant of a pension to her. By Farrukh Shah's death, the allowance

- which H.H. the Agha Khan made to him ceased and his widow had to
incur debts to maintain herself and her daughter. The mother and
daughter had to incur debts to live in the state to which they
had been accustomed in anticipation of the grant of a pension by
Government. These expectations did not materialise, and the widow
was informed that no pension could be given to her from the
Indian revemuses or the British Exchequer and that her petition
had been forwarded to the Secretary of State for India in Counecil
for perferring a claim on the Persian Government. Tie following
letters were received by her from time to time on the subject
and A xm ere quoted for reference:-

9th July 1920 No. S.DE.'OGI.O from 3ecretary

litical Department.
18th January 1921. No. Zl4 W. -do-
29th August 1921 No.2060 W. -do=
29th March fﬂ?& No.2585 -do-
28rd July 1923. No.852-C =do=

After this the correspondence on the subject ceased, and nothing
has been heerd of in the matter. My client's motuer died some
years ago and has left heavy debts which she nad to incur, &s
stated above, and which my client is anxious to pay off. She has
no means of support and is unable t0 earn her livelinood. I have
therefore to r eguest you, on llxar behalf, tb kindly inko
enquiries, and inform me as to wual has beeit,\duri\in the matter.
1f the Persian Government has refused to give canpensation my
client would like to approach His Majesty tne kiing Emperor and
His Govermment with & prayer for pension, and has therefore
instructed me to address this letter to you for information on the
subject and sne will be grateful to you if’will be pleased to let
her know the result of the nsgotiations with the Persian Govt.

I have the honour to be,

Your most %ll::&iont. servant,

il — 18, High Court.
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His Excellency the Right Hon. Fedsrick John Napier
Theﬂig‘r Baron Gh!lm.aford,?-c. ’ G.M.8.1. » GI.OIIE..
G.C.M.0., Viceroy and Governor-General of India.

The humble petition of Malek Sulten, widow of Aga
Farrukh Sheh, Suoweth,

(1) that your petitioner's husband, Ags Farrukh Shah, though
not officially employed by the Govermnment of India, started for
Persia in November 1915 with the approval of the Government of
Bombay and worked in the interests of the British Govermment and
the Govermment of India in Persie during the war:i-

(2) that Ags Farrukh Shah, though warned that he was
risking his life by going to Kerman, insisted on continuing the
journey in the interests of the Govermment. Nl

(3) that his work must heve been energetically emd
successfully accomplished if we are to judge from the statements
of the enemy; for in the booklet "German Intrigues in Fersia = The
Diary of a Cerman igent", (Hodder and Stougnton, London, New
York, Toronto,) we find on pege 30 an entry dated 20-11-1915:-
*Farrukh Sheh working at High pressure. Every one who coOmes says Wwe
should have him murdered” ard the entry on tae 7th December of the
game year reads:- "In the morning Djavad brought the newe that
Farrukh Shah had just been shot,".

(4) that with the death of her husband the allowance he
received of Re.1000/- from H. H. the ige Khan came to an end,
tut your petitioner is in receipt of a small sum from HgH.
to support herself and her daughter, aged five.

(5) tuat the sum received depends entirely on the pleasure
of H.H. the Aga Khan end may terminate at any time.

(6) that whilst many families of conseript soldiers receive a

pension from Government in recognition of the fact that their

relastions died or where mained upon the battle field, your

petitioner has received none though her husband readily
pacrifised...
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Y

sacrifised hie life and the means of support of hie family in the
interssts of the Government he volunterily served.

(7) that your petitioner did not apply earlier because thmx he
waited for the glorious termination of the war by the British
and was confident that, without asking, a pensiop would be
conrorrod on her. ¥ —

(6) with these circumstances before His Excellency, the
Viceroy of Indja, your petitioner has every hope that & suitable
pension will be allowed to the widow and the child of one who
sacrificed himself in the endeavour to keep Persia friendly
during the war thus to avert mimxmxi disturbances and, perhaps,
disaster in an India denuded of soldiers at the time.

Angt your petitiomer, as in duty bound, will e‘ur# pray.

. Widow of Agan Farrukh Shah.
Connaught Road, Pcona.

i i i O

Submitted to His Excellency the Governor of Bombay for favour
o+

of transmission.
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To
H. E. the Governor in Council.

T ook
The humble petition of Malek Sultan widow of Age Farrukhsha
Showeth,

(1) that your petitioner's husband, Aga Farrukh Sleh, though
not officially employed by the Goverrment of India, worked in the
interests of the British Government and the Government of India
in Persia during the war.

(2) that Aga Farrukhshah, though warned that le was risking his |
life by going to Kerman, insisted on continuing the journey in the .
interest of the Govermment.

(3) that hie work must have been engergetically and successfully
accomplished if we are to judge from the statements of the enemy;
for in the booklet "German Intrigues in Persia - The Diary of a
German Agent" (Hodder and Stouguton, Imﬂcm';, Few York,  Toronto,)
we find on page 50 an entry dated 20-11-19J6 :- "Farrukhshah
working at high pressure. fLvery one wio comes says we should have
him murdered", and the entry on the 7th December of the same year
reads: "In the morning Dijavad brought the nawﬂ‘.lmt Farrukhshah
had just been shot®, -

(4) that with the death of her husband the allowance of
Rs.1000/- he received from H.H. the Age Khan ceme to an end, but
your petitioner is in receipt of & smell sum from Il.ll. to support
herself and her daughter.

(5) that the sum received depends entirely on the pleasure of
H.H. the Aga Knan and will terminate if H.H. the Agas Knen (which
God forbid) should die.

(6) that whilst many families of conscript soldiers receive
a pension from Government in recognition of the f act that their

relations died or were mained upon the batile-fiald, your

petitioner nas received nons though her husband readily sacrificed

his life and the means of support of his family in the interest
of ..
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