il bndiis

QATAR NATIONAL LIBRARY

This PDF was generated on 12/08/2019 from online resources as part of the
Qatar Digital Library's digital archive.

The online record contains extra information, high resolution zoomable views and
transcriptions. It can be viewed at:
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100000000466.0x000140

Reference IOR/L/PS/12/46

Title PZ 8088/31 'Mr Bertram Thomas'

Date(s) 12 Mar 1931-27 Apr 1932 (CE, Gregorian)

Written in English in Latin

Extent and Format 1 file (22 folios)

Holding Institution British Library: India Office Records and Private Papers
Copyright for document Open Government Licence

About this record

This file comprises telegrams, correspondence, memoranda, and notes on the question of a possible decoration
for Mr Bertram Sydney Thomas, following his successful crossing of the Empty Quarter from Salalah in Oman to
Doha in Qatar in an expedition which took place from December 1930 to February 1931.

Correspondence refers to a suggestion by a Minister to the Prime Minister that Thomas should receive a
decoration — a knighthood being seen as appropriate. Further discussion by officials in the India Office,
Government of India and British officials in the Gulf concerns whether shortcomings in Thomas's administrative
work would allow the India Office to support such an award. The correspondence includes a letter (ff 641-643)
from the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf listing Thomas's 'delinquencies' during his time as an
administrator in the employ of the Sultan of Muscat and Oman.
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10, Botrning Strest,
Wl biteball.
! 20th March 1931.

Dear Monteath,
Many thanks for your note of yesterday with the copies
of the telegrams in regard to Mr. Bertram Thomsas.
‘ The Prime Minister hes decided to defer consideration of
‘ recognising Mr. Thomas' exploit in crossing the Empty Quarter
until the June Honours list is under review: but will you
‘ keep the Viceroy up to letting us know next month what views
the Government of India would hold on the subject of a
possible honour for Mr. Thomas?

Yours sincerely,

___//-h ﬁya f\j,;/
fOE h-—"—t{' I

D.T.Monteath Esq., 0.B.E.

India Office.
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recognition to Mr. Bertreid Thomas arf- his recent

e

achievement at the King's Birthday or before. If any

™ tea, | wowy OQHOUr Were given, a Knighthood would, I understand,
s, h le
N Sl probably be the least honour that would be appropriate.
8 A An, Ry o 3 : : % -
s lir. Duff is proposing to suggest to the
oy . e g U :
b rrime dinister TnNnat 1n [ﬂl:v' case lt Seenms unnecessary tﬁ!} .
[ 1
4. atkocky ket anticipate the Birthday List and that meanwhile he is
TN s consulting the India Office as to their view.
i £ oo :
A A & { T het . 4 . \
. b v Could you advise urgently® In view of the
- A
recent discussion about sending a telegram of
LA h Fo . = b x X
N congratulation to Mr. Thomas, what reply should be
t oS o b iven to Mr. Duff? It would seem lozical to gsay that
T " given to lr. Duff? It would seem logic o say that
I ~ k
& rasblags 4 while as an administrator lir. Thanas lacks the esteem

of his official superiors, his exploits as an adventurer

are
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Y are of more general interest, and if the Prime Uinister
is of opinion that these exploits, which are certainly

unique, merit recognition, the India Office do not feel

! they could stand in the way.
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