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About this record

This file relates to the situation in East Persia and the Malleson Mission (1918-21). It includes papers on
the following subjects:

A collection of papers titled 'Expenditure on [the] Malleson Mission and Troops in East Persia', including: a
memorandum from the India Office Political Department on planned politico-military missions to Kashgar
[Qashqar] and Meshed [Mashhad] to 'work in allied interests [,] and combat German and Turkish propaganda' on
the model of General Lionel Dunsterville's organisation Dunsterforce, previously deployed to the North
Caucasus; a memorandum by the Chancellor of the Exchequer on which government department should bear the
expenses for Malleson's Mission in countering 'German-Bolshevik developments in Central Asia', with
reflections on the German promotion of Pan-Turanism and Pan-Islamism which, together with Bolshevism were
perceived as posing a 'direct menace' to the security of India, since they could conceivably 'enlist the
forces of religion in the armies of political and social discontent'; correspondence to date between the India
Office, HM Treasury and the War Office (including from Secretary of State for War, Winston S Churchill)
concerning the Chancellor's memorandum, together with thirty-two appendices on expenditures preceding the
Chancellor's memorandum and the military and political telegrams referred to in the collection on
'Expenditures' (January 1921); the lack of financial resources to continue the Malleson Mission in Trans-
Caspia (December 1918); the criticism by Lovat Fraser of expenditures on the Mission in the Daily 
Mail (July 1920); the assumption of the Mission's current roles to 'encourage resistance in Persia to
Pan-Islamic and Bolshevik influences' and offer 'moral support to Transcaspians by threatening [the] flank and
rear of [the] Bolshevik advance towards Krasnovodsk [Turkmenbashi]' by a 'Persian Force to be raised under the
terms of the recent agreement', together with the existing Seistan Levy Corps and Khorasan Levy Corps, and the
'intelligence work' to be carried out by a 'small organisation' based at Meshed (September 1919).
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