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?,rcm:- oy 0ffice. Desp. 3.4C p.m. 28.3.18.

Tct- Cs In C. Indis,

65217 Cipher. M.C.2. Reference last poragraph cf cur

‘LLLqr~;:p”f22677 cf 21st March. Ycu will see from py Nc.55208 of

Lo teday that 1t 1s intended ws shipping beccmes available
k te bring twe British Rivisions frem Palestine te Franec.
Thera 1s nc Intenticn ¢f making further redueticns in
lVescpetamia ¢r Palestine and we hepe te be atle te fern
a@ gcnorgl reserve there fer the East as yeur battalicns
arrilve and the feree in Palestine is recrganized.
Meantime it scems tc us that Marsholl is quite streng
encugh tc securc the pcsiticns in Mesepctamia and cn the
Porsian Frentier direetly he ean got cover the pussea.
¥o are nct ecuntermanding the despateh cof motor-transpert
te Marshall sc that he should be well able to maintain
such ferees In Persin as 1s neecssary in due ccurse.

" a4l U
Thade g —In a few days I hepe te roply te vour 10080 of Gth

Februaryu_n‘x_ Coples $ors @ 08
B3 6.8,
DM.O
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2 ECRET,

-F AR 1-1 8 N3,

F\From:- war 0ffice,

Te:= 3.0.6. in ¢., Mesopotemia,

Repeated:- ¢, in ¢,, India.

Despatehed:- L p/.m‘:wgeﬁge.m .
55208 oipner (M.0.2.) Reference my 53R845 of larch 6th.-
A change of policy is Palestine has been mads nesessary
by the situation in France and the future role 1s to be
2.3 of active defence, as soon as the operations now in
progress against the Hedjaz are completcd., As scon as
shipping 1s cvailable tne 52nd Division less its
artillery, for which the artlllery of the 7th (leerut)
Division nill be substituted, will be transferred to
France. Another Division follows later. ‘e nave
carncelled despaten of railway materisl and personnel
for furtner construction in view of projected advance
t Haifa,
Addressed G.C.C. in C., Mesopotemia, repeated C. in C.,
India.

M.0.X. Copiles to:-
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SeCRET.

GBCRET . /k
- PRI SECRET.

A
Fromi:- war Office.

Tos= G.0lemineCe, G.Hoie, BRYPLe

Despatahed:- 8440 peme, 37/3/184
56164 cipher (D.d.0.) /b'-xv'z’ LD 10 e |
1, in centinuation of my 64881 of 25rd March the situation in Franes |
necessitates the cancelling of the instructions centained in my B3711
of 7th Maroh. @ 1
2. You will adopt & pelioy of active defence in Falestine as som as |
the operations you are now undertaking are cempleted.
3s The n-: Division (less artillery) will be sent to France as wa i
ae shipping can be made available with the artiliery of the 7th Indien]
Division. It is desired to send to France one other iritish Division "
either on arrival of 3rd Indian Divisien or before if you consider ue
aituation in Palestine aduite of thise Which Divisien weuld yew 4
4. In vid.of change of policy, what heavy artillexy San you ..n!:l
m-mum-twmur_o‘mumc-u spare © ‘
batteries could be made good later.
5. Despatch of all sdditional transport and rajlwaymaterisl and
for advance to Haifa has been oancelled, but your normal upkesp
ments will be met.
6. The despateh of 4 additional flying squadrens will bgdelayeds
7. Heplasement of British hy Indien units as already metified
carried out., Further details conceming this will shortly be
cemmunicated to yous ¥

Hec(wqf'rﬁ) B,
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G.0.0.In C. Sgypt.

Jar pffice.

Dospatched 10.10 p.m. £6.3.1918.

Recelivod 7.35 a.m,. 07.,3.,1018.
karch £6tli. ;}

Your 54759 M.R.E A/437 karch 22nd.

G &8 There is no immediste necessity to commence
picking up Dabaa line, if you can supply standard guuge
roquircements as far as Halfa, tut it wlll takc some considera-lc
time owing to laboup difficulties. In edadition to what I
have hore and vwhat is stlll due to come from India on existing
orders, I roquére 20 miles track complotc, delivercd here sarly
in Juns, to reach Haifa. Pleass say definltely whether I am
suthorised to pick up Dabaa line or not.

2+ The S engines werc for main line only, the
7 enginas required for Ludd-Artuf branct. were not included nor
#ere the 16 shunting engines. I canncot accept principle that
the reduction of the force from 10 plus 4 to 9 plus 3 affcets
the ongines and wapgons I require. Unless my feres is
materially rcaduced it is essertial that I should re able to run
£2 treins per dgy, tho reduction in tonnage taking place in ths
quantity lunded by sea snd not rall borne tonnage, as ths former
1s at best precarious. I therefore hope you will te able to
meet my requiremcnts in full.

G.8. . Copy to :- 0L.C.I.G.S.
s S s IS
oo BV NI
M.0.8,724, &b,
fial sl a. (for cire.)
§-D:2, Ba; ©b.

Y p\cd‘,“_(r DiI,usl-

0 A (‘A)‘f- -
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From.- War O0ffico, Paspatched 3.50 p.m. 22.3.18.

Tez= 0. in 0. Eaypt. , ok /,,,}: {0. s
- A

5475¢ Ciphor. Iu’i.R//Ea/?}E'?. Your E.A.372 Mar'ph i&th.

tara.l. In his 963 of Merch 13th 3.Railways atatos ho

is pulling up I'abaz line thacugh in view cf stook of

track in hand immediate neccssity for this is net cloar.

Wo cen supply your stanfard gaugo roquircments as far as

Haife frem India and alsc tho 40 miles of 58 1b. rail

ok veed [D -

roforred tc in Genoral BSmuts' X.5 of Fob.l5th. witheut

using Babea line. If 1t wero neccssary to most fusure

rogquirovments presume line. could be 1ifted witheut delay.

Para.2. Your estimate ¢f 162 main line onglnos, 16 ehunting

engines and 3,7¢0 wagens to run 22 trains éaily te Haifa
0 v 10,

differs from that cf Genoral Smuts in his X.5 of February

15th. and X.lé’ of Fobm:.;iﬁ'ﬁ 20ih. in which ho asked fer

€4 ongines and 1,28¢ wagens for 22 traine daily te Haifa,

in adéiticn te all ongincs and wagens then in use whish wero

111 locometives-and 2,574 wagens, meking a tcotal ef 175

ongines and 3,854 wagens. This provided for 10 rlue 4

Divisicne. Genoral Smuts' cstimate medified for & rlus

& Divisions ig therofore prepertionally 152 ongincs ané

3,245 waguns or 4€ engines and 455 wagonaa than

roquirements now demanded in ycur L.A.S72 or March l6th,

Pleass oxplain nosossity for this increaso. It 15 not

probabtle that we can meet 1t.-

D.M.0. DS
M.0. X, 8.B.2,
M.@.2. A G ;
M.C.28, Q.M.C. ool (r0)
M.0.2b, N.G.0.
M.I.la(for eirculation) B.G.M.R.
5.L.2a, - . Mov.
8.B.2b. D.R.R.

5.1,

C.2.coples to:-'D.C.I.G.8. D.8.D.. Mo+ oy g
¢ 43

R
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G.Hil. Lpyot.

Yar Office.

Handed in 20th March, 1618&.
Recelved 3.20 a.m. 21st march, 191FR.

sw"ﬁ

T

Your 54201 civher 1..0.2, dated méareh 1l4th, it is

anticipated that the 3 batteries mentioned in yeur 54272

dereh iIbth will be required here hy date of arrival eof
bavteries from Mescpotemia; therefore I am unable tc spare

any batterles from this frent.
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From:~ War Office. Despatched 8.30 p.m. 203,1C«¢

Tez= G.0.C. in C. Egypt.

54633 Cipher, M...2. Can a reply pleass be given
to my 54203 of March 1ith, re artillery for France.

®

M. 0. X, Copies to:-
Da.I. DeboDs
. . T DoOo
Gen. Cox (1.0.)

&s O
. »
[

ol o lre

B:gﬂ'sj\:if)
cocEOQH
R~ oHG

. .
P

Iy
isRe

.
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SRCRET.
Salekdoledadudosabelc

From 3= War Office.

To 1= Ge0eGolosopotaniae.
Repantad Gedn C.INndda & G HoQEZYPY

Daspatohed 4436 pemelb-0-18.
121/9211(8 .0 .24 ) oo,
e s

54272 oiphor.Your X.7089 iareh L0th.Proposal approved.
Battories Nos.H87,808,and S84 will sorve in Palestine.50,000
rounds will acoompany attaries 19 LEEPL.I0.066 will proseed
1o Saloniks taking 6" S0-owt equipments including whe equip=
ment and shores apeehal &o 6" 30~swh howltser in your reserve.
At Saloniita this battery will be re-armed with 6" P6-o#t equips
nents Prom resurve.fis 6" J0-suh scuiiments and atores will
tmis be available for seintenance of equipnments with Greek
Army.The mrunition in steck for these H0-owt howitzers less
tho shell and fuses should be sent to Salonlkn alsos
KT deetion aceampanying 3806 battery ahould be rodesisnataed
1071 Gosand will be conpleted on arrdval in Salonike.
Sastaries should L sent ammpleto with X.T.the sectloas of
1098 GOeheBele WAt 362 ané 304 batteries should be redesige
nated 1072 and L0730 conpanien and should be nade up on arrival
in 30046 Egypb Lo W.E.E08/60 part Xl.Thoe sectiom remsining
with 305 eompany will in Puturs be kiown a8 L0268 GoeA.5.0.
wire wirensths of batteries and A.0.C.enita in of fleers,other 1
ranica,gans snd vablelan,nlse dates whon unlka will be ready
for embarketion.®e shall then eable arrangenentsa for conveyaned
Addressad G.0.0.,4es0potaniarepeated C.in G.Indla and GefleQe
mo

Gefe Coplaa Lor=D,Gelelislie GelleBa
} Deiele DaBeTe
HeOode Qoll B oBs
:.3.3.4. QeloGode
. . Mleliefie
NeOuRorns > -
Ne0u2ebre
Desiala
DalleBall s
Hallafe
Gelle2ems
SellaReba
Aolie

nlo. D.D.s'oﬁa.

T oom ;;:-ﬂ.gtm ntppings /
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OPERATIONS
From: Cs in Ces Lgypte Despe ZeU Peie 1lGedalie

To ,i CuloGaBa lecd, 45 pems lOsdelBe

BoA¥72, March 16the Your 53711 March 7th,

De I underetand gothi- that 1 @ to pull up the Dalama track
Alot pred TO .

vide 46486 A.l.K.2¢be 12516 of august 11th 1917. (2] to run

22 trains daily to Haifa and I camnnot do with less, 182 wain line

engines 16 shunting engines and 5700 wagons will be necessary.

All above should be in Lgypt not later than July lst. (&) Your
- Ptk e ed 0 -

55884 of March 1Uthe unskilled labour must be provided either

from sources outeide Lgypt or from India,

MeUeke Copies to:
ColaeGas, KeUe2abe Sedee UelioVe
Dl ol Gas Dokl Aele D-non ¥
Dallels KelaZe geliaGe DeloWeds
o002 DuB.De(8)  MaGaOs Gene Cox (X.0a)
HeUoZotta Deleiiela DeGalielie
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~

Fromie ¢, in 0., Indla, Despatehed 8,50 p.m.

16/%/18,
Toi= ¢.1,0.8, Recelved 8,10 p.m.) ////‘/

-

-

20991 March 1Bth. =

: 48 Although my knowledgé of the peneral situation, the
conditions and reamirces of the enemy, ls Incomplete yet in
view of India's alosé connectlon with Fastern theatres I am
1ead to offer thé fellowing remarks by & survey of recent
indlanations in Agla.

{AY, The Turka are falling back bafere us apparently refusing
our attaek {n botl Palestine and Mesopotamin, Thig may af coursa
be due prinaipally to supply and tranapert diffieulties,

{B)a Alappa 13 the conaentwation fpent of tha enamy foroces
released from Furope and the Cauecasus by the Russian and Rownanian

peace,

(o). It seems possible that the above factors point to tha
fact that the enemy's st.rat.eiiual plen 1p to draw us on in
Palestine and Mesopotamia whlla at the same time tempting us
to & detachment in Persia, hlp objeet being to bring about o
dangerous extension of our Prlestine and Mssopatamian fomeges,
concentrating his own in the menntime at Aleppn iIn readiness
to strike when our extended and his shortemed and improved
1ines of eommunication enable him %o attack one of our wings
with superior forces, =

o I have nothing to sey as to Allemby's position, but in
respect to Marshall, we should reallse I think that his froni
tends to expend in proportion as he finds it expedient to keap

in contact with the Turks who Invarlably withdraw in front of

him, and to control the Arab population who llve in the vicinity
of his advanced troops. In additlon he 1s now ordenred to detnsh
troops into Persia and at the present time the commitmente invelvad
thareby cannot be predieted,

- ¥ This last is a naw factor sinee General Smutgétarted on
his Mieslon, but I have no doubt that when the War Cabinet decided
to tranafer 1 division from Mesopotamla the above polnts were
undér thelr oonsiderstion, At the same tims I questlon whethap
1t would be streteglcally coprest t» move any troops away frem
his command until the sityation ‘s more apparent, It may ha

* that all that 1s pequired In Persia wlll be saoomplishad by &
smalY force, But it must be remembered that the Perslans on tha
one hand will be mueh influensed by thelr knowledge of Marshall's
strength and en the othep will be perhaps emboldened by the news
thet &t the prasént junctura treops are beling withdrawn from
Mesagpatamia,

U!gl GOP’.‘I t‘a:' 1.0 -x. N,0 X, cnpia" ‘5"
i o1 0

p.c.1.6.8,
Foraign Offloe.
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' QPERAT IONS.

War office.

Gu0sCemin=Ce, E@ypte
Despatched:- 6415 pems, 14/3/16818.

54205 cipher M.0.2. We do not intend in any way to limit your
artillery requirement o enable you to carry out the policy
cutlined in my 53711 of March 7th. On the other hand we cannot
afford om any front to leave any artillery idle. With thie in
view please say after receiving the four batteries from Mesopot-
ami a whether you can spare three six-inch nhowitzer batteries for
France, in addition to the four batteries for Salonika. This

would mean a net deduction from your present artillery strength

of three batteries.

M.0.X., Copies to:-

CalaGaBs (2) DuMals
D.c.xoals l'I.al
Dula0e | (2) AdGa
Mo0ule QolaGe
Ma04e2e U.GoOu
Ma0e3e DoGallahs
D.BeDs  (3) GensCoxe
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Fromi= Colatias. Desp. 10.95 Velie, 7.3.14,
Ic:- GaU,Cha=in-C,,

Geliolga, Zg/pt.
55711 Civher, Wie Cabinet bave considared General Sputst
Freposals cnd they are of cpinic\n that in ccneequence of the
dcubtful situation cn Persian frertier, the aphrcacn cf het
sizather vhich atfects transport ¢of tecops in the Persian Gulc
and < he Red Sou, the advance c¢r the Turks ¢n the Caucasus front,
the requirements ¢+ TFraice in vailuay materin) and men and the
dffieulty of previding the £33 wicunt of ghipping required,
dcwe nedificaticn i necessary
—~cdificaticns ars aus €cllous:-
1 3ndian Divisicn and 4 bat‘:eg;i‘a‘a diX%-ineh Wewitzsrs will be
transfevred from auacl:.c;..t.ﬁl.alia; tc you. They ywill Degin emborka-
tivn ot Bas®ab abcut the Wi ¢* jiarch and gbcpld be ccoplets in
Bayyt oy end c*uug Th: nutive battalions frug India and |
the Indian Cavedwy frem France will be substituted for vtk
Tomaticns ns it will noet be possible te wf& Jour
axi sting white fc'mut{cus up to Ful] strength in any cther wuy,
By end cf April the Indi an Cavalry shculd all have arrived.

It is prcbable that your requivremente in ]:m+rcmapc rt ®an be

net, but I should Jike te Jmow definitely on the nbove basis
what these will ho for.;cur fecsce.

A8 Tagards rajlway naterial and perscnnel, with track ulrendy
promised ygu and the X1 Dauba line we calculate JCU Cur compl ete
doubling tc Rafa vnd carry your standard saure sone distance
beyond Hajfa '::‘.ndeavcura Will bo made to make up your loccrct-
ives tc 152 and wagcns tc v, 245 by July,” and after that date as
shipping beccmes available can send further lcoomctives ‘mril
wagcns. 1 Canadiun Conetructicn battalicn will be asent Jyeou
frow I’rance as 360N u8 urrangements fer replacing it are ccu-

plete These are ncw in nand and will sucrtly ve ccmpl eted,

und/e

ia e e s ad ) LA G JOR/L/MIL/S/794 1aa ol
B 3 4o . |
http://www.qdl.qa/is /archive/81055/vdc_100092033430.0x00001a i il ki ii€a e e



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100092033430.0x00001a?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

% [ ] ") g i ;0o gann J3f (2l by 538 o ) g

(£MYR)
-~
|
i
; e i =
B -
. e L = ; Bl o s
= s e da Sa Amd ) 1 G JOR/L/MIL/S/794 e sl

http://www.qdl.qa/4: ~V/archive/81055/vdc_100092033430.0x00001b :4xd i ki dg8a e (a el



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100092033430.0x00001b?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

[5) £] "Csbl ol Sy secaa 1o sans Ul (33 e sl 1 ) Aabgaad™
(£MYV)

2

andl I expoet ir a faw du 3' time $c e uble *c Live yonu date

¢® crriva) in Beypt. This will bLe fcllcwed Jakey by ancther

bvattalion ncw foming in Canada. I hcpe %¢c be alle t¢ Kot
¥ou “rom wmescpctamia sone Tallway personnel and labour, fer
there cur pelicy will be an nctive d27ence \dth o masilble

axt enaicn of our sphere of cpérat'.ona intc Yereia us fur ae
Hamodan in eedst %c countsr-act He) suevik ond enemy intwigues
and anterpriases

A8 resards air-craft, fcr “he pressnt the requirements ¢ ¥rance
muet have preas-isnce,and, thorefcre, the most that can be given
Jou ut presant ie Tour additionad aqu.drore duting the eaming
sumiser in addijtien tc the squadfcn ncw femiing.

Var Cabinet desire you tc continua your cpetaticnes aguinst tae
Turks with al) @nsrgy which with the additicne syecifised ubeva
tha means at your dispcsal aimit. Thuy atlach importamce %«

cutting the Hedijaz raillwgy as already plan-ed and desivTe %¢

imey wien you ean bo ready to nake u northward advancs.

mslUsas Copies %o:-

B eGede 'B) Duidedle
DICQIOG.d; lilu.

D.i.0. (8 GuiiGe

40,14 H VY o

hoebia2a DeGedisR.

LI L Y D.Mov.

Dejasts Gon.Ccx (1.0.)
bl

b P S
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From C.I1,G.S, War Office.
To G.0.C.-in~C., G.H.Q. Mesopotamia
(Repeated C.-in-C., A.H.Q. India).
Despatched at 7 p.m.

4-3-1918

53459 Cipher.

Reference my 52731 of 21st February. In view of uncertain
altuation on Persien frontier War Cabinet has decided that
reinforcement of Falestine, to be found from Hesopotamia, shall
be limited for the present to one Indian division complete with
10% reinforcements and four batterles six-inch howlitzers.

The 3rd. Indian Division would be most suitable far reasons of
organisation, but if you have any special reason for keeping

the 3rd. you are free to select any other. Wire which you select.
Shipping for infantry can be made available at Basrah towards
end of “arch. As soon as possible details will be sent you.

M.0.X. Coples to:= M.G.0.
c.I.G.S, D.G.M.R,
D.C.I.G.S, D. Mov.
D.M.O.

M.0.1l.
M.O.E.
M,0+3,
D.M.I.
D.S.0D
Gen. Cox (I .Oo)

AG.
R -

s siie da S duad ) 1l Ba JOR/L/MIL/S/794 coa sall
http://www.qdl.qa/4: ~V/archive/81055/vdc_100092033430.0x00001e :4xd il sk dgSa e (a ye!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100092033430.0x00001e?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

B9 0] "l 1 Sy g a1 s J3f (Bl ibgud 53 i ) Acabgead®
(MY )

s giae Ao Sa diad ) 1l B JOR/L/MIL/S/794 o el
055/vdc_100092033430.0x00001f :Asdll ki 4€a e (e



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100092033430.0x00001f?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

[9Y7] "ol Dl paa 1o gam Joh (B2l Clia gl L A) )™
(£MYY)

the Line.

C.=in-C., India.
G LB

Repeated Iiinister, Teneran.

Dospatcnod 9.55 p.it. 24-2-1B.

Recolved 7.10 p.m. 24-2-18.

His X.6714 of F:h: 23rd was roecocived subseguont
to despatech of my 14@%¢;;nd roads as follows: Begins.
I consider that I cen spare a complete Army Corps and
would recommend “ne transfer of tne 1lst Indian Army Corps

with following modifieation i.e. tnat 13th division

gspould replace 17th division in 1t. I suzzest that the

neavy artillery of this corps should bs sent instead of
¥

tns & battceriss of 8" howitzers manticned hy Chief.
I do pot reecommend reduction of one cavalry brigads.
gould send sgquadron Herts Yeomanry in addition

tc the Indian Cavalry regiments now with lst Corps. Znds.
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CLEAR THE LING.

from :~- G.H.G., Mesopotamia,

To f= Ce in C., India.
Rapoated C.l.G.8.

»

Degpatehed 10.20. a.ins 24th Peb. 1918.
Roceived 11.35 a.m. 24th Feb, 1918.

S
X.672C. Fobruary 24th. G%;
=
Reference paragraph 8 of your 14850 of February 23rd.
My wiew is that tho redaction in my force either by one
division and four batteries of howitzors ss recommended by you
or by a compleic Army Corps recermended by me will have no
adverse politieal effect. There-distribuiion of troops
on the L. of G. which I em carrving out will snsure the

safety of grazing and cultivated =rcas now under our control,

My 246714 of February 23rd containing brief summary of roduction
(4

I rocommond was not repeated to C.I.G.8+ as his 52731 February

2lst wes only repeated to me. Should I scnd a copy direct to

s
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CLEAR THE LINE.

—
Frant~ 3. in C., India,

To:= Col.G.S.

{) Honded in:- 10,45 p.m,;} Sairn

- Received:~ 10,40 Pem.,
14858 23rd, Your 52721 cipher February 21st,
1. The adoption of recommencations made by General Smuts 1g
conneated clesely with oup Persian policy sas You know that the
Government of Trdis have alweys advocated coneciliation recent
events and particularly the Duns tervilic Mission may require
resort to foree with result of reducing ths Pogsibllitics of
trans fer of strength from Meg opotamis to Egypt. Shoulgd
conciliation be given a faip trisl now there gti11 S6ems reason
to hope that 1t may be suceessful at any rate to0 an extent
suffiolent to ensble us t0 continue to rely eéntirely on the
moral effect on the Persians of our troops on the Tipris.
2. Our offensive in Palestine will depend for results on
continued opposition in foreo by Turks but should the enemy
prefor to fall back before us trus ting to our striking fores
being reduceq by the lengthening of our lines of communi estion Lhe:
1t 12 not clear to me that any objeetive short of Aleppo will
snsuro that the enemy doss not refuse our sttagk in Syria in
ordor to sttack Bapdad.
3. Qur Mesopotemis situation irsctly reachs on our strength in
Indis whero resepve British hattalions agg consléeratly to our
number of Eritish troops and snable ug to maintain in tmis country
a4 proper preportion of Britizh to Indian spldiera,

Yoreover in the svent or Serlous trouble heps requiring
immediate reinforcements trensfor from lies opotamia to India 1s
alvays evallable,

4. So far as known here I think Marchall's present €@ispositicne

Erg
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are:—

On the Cuphrates 1 division, on the Tigris 1~1/3rd cavalry
brigades 2 cdivisicns 4 batteries 6-inch howitzers, on the
s 2/3rds cavalry brimde 8 divisions 4 batterics G-inch
howi tzel";; in roserve 1 cavalry brigsde 1 division. Location
of remalning G-inch howitzers (4 of 30 owt and 4 of 26 awt)
unknown.

It 1s my view that for pure defonee those could bo reduced
by 1 Indien division 4 batteries G-inch howi tzers.

8. In short the problem is one of time and SpEQC.

The transfer of a division complete from Bsghdsd to Suez
and vlce versa would take 53 deys and if available from Indis %o
Baghdad tho Infantry of a division would take 40 (?) group
omitted) shipping csn be provided.

On the other hand any intention of the enemy to move agsinst
Baghdsd wlll be clearly indicated by his extending his rallhead
from Mosul, and his time allowanes for s @lvision of 4,000 rifles
from Aleppo to Mosul should be 25 doys with present railhead, gné
14 days when rall head reaches Mosul.

It 18 Imporstivs therefors that we should ret,a_';.n the power
of rapld expension to mest eny advensce in forco and as the 15th
Divislon affords a nucleus of British trocrs onsbling the rapid
exponsion of Force L by 3 Indian divisions I urged its retention
in Mosopotamig.

G+ lMarsholll's views should be awalted particulsrly ss to the
political effect of my proposed reduction in those areas in tho
Fuphrates and Tlpris valleys now occupied by us and upon which

Juncturc (? group omitted) depond so largely for supplies with

resultant oconomy in shipping.
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7. TIn conelusion transfer of force to Mesopotamlis from

Egypt evon if temporarily permissible moans glways a strain

on shipping whlch subseduently, if wanted for ro-transfer,

may not be avallable. Morcover you shouwld remembsr that
the minimum turn round of otors ships to Baorsh is 30
cays as against 45 to Suez India teing food base for both

theatros.

“q - P A - . -
s giae Ao Sa diad ) 1l B JOR/L/MIL/S/794 o el

http://www.qdl.qa/4: ~V/archive/81055/vdc_100092033430.0x000028 :4x<d il ki dg8a e (a el



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100092033430.0x000028?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

. [BY o] el Bhy pan 1 pam Jgb Gl Slaa il lah fd) dupuad)™

(§M£+)
o
|
|
;
I
|
|
&
|
| 1
| |
| |
|
a
| — — Soul e o TSGR
: s e do Sa Lt ) 1 Ga JOR/L/MIL/S/794 1ga el

http://www.qdl.qa/4: ~V/archive/81055/vdc_100092033430.0x000029 :4x<d il ki dg8a e (a el



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100092033430.0x000029?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

[5Y9] "t Sy secaa 1o sans Ul (33 e sl 1 ) Aabgaad™
(M%)

OPERATIONS.

Cc.I.G.5.
G.in C., A.H.Q. India.

Despatched 22,2.1918, 1.20 p.m.

52803 cipher.
Your 13883 of 21st. In regard to Gensral Smuts'

recommendations I cen undertake to keep you fully informeé;
as indicsted in my 852731 of February 2lst, they sre thap
our attitude in Mesopotemi a should be purely defensive and

that requirements surplus to defence in that theastre should

DA sent to Palestine. I am sweiting your views on this
matter before sdvising War Cabinet. I trust that you will

not require to see Gillmen in these clrcumstences.

Coples to:—
B

I 0.8
==

£)

s siie da S duad ) 1l Ba JOR/L/MIL/S/794 coa sall
http://www.qdl.qa/4: ~V/archive/81055/vdc_100092033430.0x00002a :4xd il ki dg8a e (a el



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100092033430.0x00002a?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

= [Y 1] ") s i ;0o ganw I3l (el by 538 o ) Andguad)”
(£MEY)

AT
-
T |
B
i !
j |
i 1
: B o
; !
|
n
i 2
i * i Bl rais o .g__‘ i ‘:_ : i —
N L i T et
£y As gide da Sa dad ) 1l 8a JOR/L/MIL/S/794 cas 4l

http://www.qdl.qa/4: ~V/archive/81055/vdc_100092033430.0x00002b :4x<d il ki dg8a e (a el



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100092033430.0x00002b?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

= [5Y 9] "t Sy secaa 1o pans Ul (33 e sl 1 ) Aabgaad™
(£MEY)

Ji T Kottt

a/m/fla,,&vym et
ik T e Mo v mipotot

/‘z’-‘?/""“//i“‘/ttaw:d/ at
- s
Mo,

(| =

.

£.2./8
/2'/J~ﬁ—1.“

aﬂf :.—,47-4841%4.

legerw, Wit W/&W'f
mM Pies grec b sl
luﬂ;/"m:.k.. I)Wlfﬁv-r‘h

7. w- b

¢ s gihe ha gSa ad ) 1,8 3 IORIL/MIL/S/T94 :aa sl
http://www.qdl.qa/As »W/archive/81055/vdc_100092033430.0x00002¢ il ki 4ia e e !



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100092033430.0x00002c?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

= Y Y] ") s i ;0o gann J3f (2l by 538 o ) Andguad)”
am

. I
i i
i ‘:
| | |
ik
!
}
1 J‘ ]
1: !
i ;
; |
‘ g‘
K | e S e e : c
l‘\.— — — e i
- e N, — N — — e — . B | ——————

2 s e do Sa Lt ) 1 Ga JOR/L/MIL/S/794 1ga el
http://www.qdl.qa/is »V/archive/81055/vdc_100092033430.0x00002d s i ki 4iSa e s e



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100092033430.0x00002d?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

< [Y] OB Blg e 10 gacs sl (Bl o 530 o ) Arabpuad)™
(£A/€9)

SECRED,

0PI RAT I OF gl

From i-  0.1.G.8., War Officc.

Tt B dn. Ovy ThHél e

(Ropoatod G.0%C: 1in o, GH.&., Mocopotamia,)

Dospatched ut 6,15 Pem,
21.2.18.

52731 ciphul“.

Goneral Smuts recormmonds the wdoption-af.a 'purley
dofencive role in Mesopotamia and the vigorous procceuticn
of the campaime in Palogtine, and that i'si—a(\}mt.:‘ﬂ’!ia should
foed Palestine with reinforcoments from the surplus beyond
its recasonubl¢ requirsrunts for defence.

He rocommonds that two infuntry divicions, ineluding
tho 15th Division; six battorlius of sixz inch hovitacrs and
onc cavalry bripgade should be trondforrad to Palogtine from
Fozopotamia.

¥y oim view 1s that provided we maintidn om offenai v
in Palostine the chancus of amy atthek in foress in the
dirce’ion of Baghdad will be slicht wnd thut the foreo
sGoopotarda might be rodaced.

I should be plad tc have your viows fully as to “ho

18

cxient of the reductlon you congldor gafs in viow of the

proboble f‘u.tur-‘e_,dc;:-_tlg_:pmnmk —

Addreased €. in C., India., Heptated G.0.0. In Cey
Lozopotamla.

29 et
fﬁnw (e)
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