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About this record

The file contains memoranda, correspondence and papers, regarding provision of Royal Flying Corps (later Royal
Air Force) aircraft and personnel for military operations in Mesopotamia [Iraq].

Notably covers: repeated requests in 1917 from General Officer Commanding, Mesopotamia, for aircraft and
personnel (pilots, observers and other ranks) to constitute an additional, third, squadron; discussion of
makes and models of aircraft and engines; discussion of optimum aircraft type and parts for the climate,
intended uses and enemy capability; reporting problems with machines and defective parts received; general
expansion of the Royal Flying Corps establishment in Mesopotamia; and increase in number of flights to deal
with local disturbances in 1919.

File also includes printed weekly returns for the weeks ending 14 March 1918, 28 March 1918 and 11 April 1918,
issued by General Officer Commanding, Middle East Brigade, Royal Flying Corps, Egypt, for the Air Ministry,
listing squadron personnel (pilots and observers) available and unavailable and machines serviceable,
unserviceable and un-erected.

The papers indicate that aircraft were distributed to the Mesopotamia field of operations from Middle East
Brigade, Royal Flying Corps base in Cairo, Egypt. Personnel came via various routes, such as direct from
England or from the aviation base in Baghdad.

Aircraft in Mesopotamia were used for long-distance reconnaissance, close reconnaissance, low flying, long-
distance independent bombing, close bombing in co-operation with troops, artillery observation and
communications.

The primary correspondents are: the War Office; General Officer Commanding, Mesopotamia; General Officer
Commanding, Middle East Brigade, Royal Flying Corps, Cairo. Correspondents also include Aviation Baghdad;
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General Officer Commanding, Constantinople; Commander-in-Chief, India; and Director of Air Organisation, War
Office.
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