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About this record

The file contains memoranda, correspondence and papers, regarding provision of Royal Flying Corps (later Royal
Air Force) aircraft and personnel for military operations in Mesopotamia [Iraq].

Notably covers: repeated requests in 1917 from General Officer Commanding, Mesopotamia, for aircraft and
personnel (pilots, observers and other ranks) to constitute an additional, third, squadron; discussion of
makes and models of aircraft and engines; discussion of optimum aircraft type and parts for the climate,
intended uses and enemy capability; reporting problems with machines and defective parts received; general
expansion of the Royal Flying Corps establishment in Mesopotamia; and increase in number of flights to deal
with local disturbances in 1919.

File also includes printed weekly returns for the weeks ending 14 March 1918, 28 March 1918 and 11 April 1918,
issued by General Officer Commanding, Middle East Brigade, Royal Flying Corps, Egypt, for the Air Ministry,
listing squadron personnel (pilots and observers) available and unavailable and machines serviceable,
unserviceable and un-erected.

The papers indicate that aircraft were distributed to the Mesopotamia field of operations from Middle East
Brigade, Royal Flying Corps base in Cairo, Egypt. Personnel came via various routes, such as direct from
England or from the aviation base in Baghdad.

Aircraft in Mesopotamia were used for long-distance reconnaissance, close reconnaissance, low flying, long-
distance independent bombing, close bombing in co-operation with troops, artillery observation and
communications.

The primary correspondents are: the War Office; General Officer Commanding, Mesopotamia; General Officer
Commanding, Middle East Brigade, Royal Flying Corps, Cairo. Correspondents also include Aviation Baghdad;
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General Officer Commanding, Constantinople; Commander-in-Chief, India; and Director of Air Organisation, War
Office.
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [2r] (3/160)

8% C RFE T,

PARSOHRAST,

Desnatchad 2200 17/1/21.
Reaeived 0B30 13/!/?1‘

Prom:= G,”,0,Mosopoteming,
Tola ¥ar Office,

X. 1224 «lnhar January X7th,

Your 87477 ¥,0,4. Jamuary 10th, 55th Squsdrom

1s moving to Mosul. Baghdad will be locetion of number pof

&th aquedren,

C.3.(Cinhrrs). te M,0,4. (Por action),

Conlas toi- ARMY CO™ICIL,
DM0. DDML0s
M,0.1.2,2A,2B,3.4,4A,

Db S
Q.M. 0.1,6,
D.S.T.
ol F.W.3,
D IB),
.(Col Panvs).
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [3r] (5/160)

SECRET.

PARAPHRASE.

- From:- G.0.C.Mesopotamia.

™

To:- War Qffice.

DBSD- 12% 1211-21.
Reed. 0830 15.1.21.

K.1186 cipher Jamary 1llth.

Your 87400 of 2nd.

Statements notified are substantially correct
Hinaidi site only sitable one for aerodrome. Army
requirenents at Hinaidi will not be prejudiced by inclusion
of RB.A.F. in Hinaidi cantomments. Pending decision of
H,M.Govermment on future policy whole question of Hinaidi
cantonuent now suspended and RA.F. will (group onitted)

in present site on right bank of Tigris for the present.
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Parophrcice.
B IORITY "A".
X
From:= War Offlee.
To:= G.0:Ce 10 Couy eaopotiriloe
Repeatod = Q00 In G BEyDt .
Dospatehed :- 20,00 10121
g7477 nipher 1i.0.4. 1oth Jonuary 1921. X
It hes beon denidod to sond you forthwith No.
L L g 48 ol alet 18
D.H.G Wl e Squedron R4 Fe from Egypt.
g : ¢ whero
2 mhis will tulko comc timo to proparse tut wirc
“— . - L= - -
igport ie under
dron will ko jooctod, as flight corose desert 1
squedron VAL o

sonclderation.

3 .t'\(’xdz'r)sse-c‘;. Jesopotamle ; repontod Erypte

e s mE .-

¢ 24 Cciphers) Copiog tOL‘.ARi_{Y EES
i . DDl e

D:Iol.g: 'E.bED.. Obhe Da 4 400
Dalale DDl
E.:-I-:Lo 20 EB- 20. i
DeSeDo DDSeDe SDel e
Dokl ot ol LB
ADeMovse DeSale
g.l’-‘.i.‘. T e Folodd
Pl Dol .Igt-). :
1.0.{Col o

GRYC .
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps' [5r] (9/160)

EarAbdd .,

From - uwat Office,

3ECRATL

121/edn/3524,

io - G,H.,q, #esopotazia, B

86274 Cipher W,0.4.

Desp, 18,00 14/9/21,

ld4th Soptsmber 1920,

swofe encs ou. BEOBE Auguast 2ith,

On deploamber 4th Hoi,3., ARK WO07AL sailed

for @onstantinople with eleven D,H,S9.,A. machines, pz¢=onnel,

stotres for one month,

and 9ome transpoct; she is expacted to

resch Bororah abhout Septembs: 18th,

378, "torncap" sailed Septamber 8th for B- :rah

with remminder of ®ouadron enlling only at Alexandria and

Pott Said,

C.. . Copies to:~

Army Counecil,

7 S0 o IOBE  JH) r T 1+ 14

e A &3, &8 A
D, D8y "By
D.q.1L, G,

T T
D8, Ty Dok Gy

K,G.1
D

&
H

L B
3 O=
.

DaFc l

Weley Gals

Ad, (0.H.1,)

1.0, (Col, Pepys) 1.0, (ir, Gavbett)
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [6r] (11/160)

SECRET.
Parﬁphraae.
From:~ G,H,Q., Mogopotamia,
To:e War Offices

Daspatehod :» 15,00 340420,
Renoivodi= 08,50 519420

X.32 nipher 3.9.20. Your BE0BT of 25 /8,

1. Prosent looalizations are as follows.

Heodquarters A ot Wing Baghdod. Alreraft Park Baghdad with

detochment Basra, No. 8 Sguadron. ? One flight on route

for Baghdad from Bushiro looving wiroless pest and storos

pushive, Headquartors and 2 £1ights? Baghdad. Ko .30

Squadron, Headouarters and 1 flight Baghdad, 7 1 fl1ight Mosul.

1 f1ight Kosvin., No. 3 O squadron Baghdnd, 1 flight 7follows

from Baghdad. No. 84 Squadron, Hoadquartsrs en youte for

Shnibah where aquadron baling located 2 flights ? attocheds
Part 2 follows.

les toi=

st it ARMY COUNCIL.
D.H:0e DDMOs
HlO.l. 2. 2a. 2b, B 4, 40
D.Se0 DoD.8.Ds SeD2s
D.O. ;
DeCQolisGo (alMeGeDeBe8e
DEsDeSe Dv DeEsDOeSe
D.Mova, & Qe
SeRele
S.,R.2. (Woolwich})s
SlR.4b
Ad o(DeNaIle)e
I O.EGol.Pemra Yo

e ce—
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps' [7r] (13/160) ’

b @

; SECRET,
Pampl_u'ase. : ‘ :
From:e G.H.Q., Hoscpotamia. PRIORITY "A",
Tot= VWar Office.

Dospatohed i= 14,00 3,.9,20,
Renoivud;- 18,00 549420,

X432 nipher 3/9, Sencond and last part.

Central Alr samwmunication soection Shalbah, with stores
depots under sonstruction Charbar and Bunder Abbas. X.C,W, 56
B Sets working at Baghdad Mosul Kacvin Shaibah and Bushire,

1 set stored at Bunder Abbas ond Charbar,

24 Futurs loscations as follows., Wing Hoadquarters aireraft
park No, 6 Squadron No, 3 0 Bquadron Baghdad, Dotachmont of 1
flight No. 30 8guadron at Kasvin during the surmer to be withdrawm
inw inter,

New Taquadron No. 55 T Mosul, No. 84 Squadroen and
eéntral air sommunisation goction at Shaidboh, 1 flirht No,B4
squadron to go to Bushire for (1 group undec.) ?when necossary.,

Cs24 Coples to :

-
ARMY COUNCIL.
D.M.0,. D.D.M.0,
11.0.1. 2, 251. 2ba 3 4. ‘ﬂo
D.SD, D.D,SeDs S.D.2,
DeOs DiQ.M.G, QM G.3.6,.0,
D.3,T7. D.D,E,0,8,
D.Movs. & Q. S,R.1l,
3.2.2- {Woolwioh), 0 4
L] . L =
: M.iDoN.1.), ]
I.ol{cal IPGP?S} .

5

-1

¥
-
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [8r] (15/160)

b8

PARAFHRIST. SFECRET. 121/Med/5824.

-~ D-anatohed 2200 30/8/20.

From:=- Wer Offlce.

Toiw ¢ in 0. C-nstentinople,
i repaeted G in C, Mesonotemls,

f:\\\
)

a6118 eipher %,0,4, August 30th, :
Reference telegrsm C in C. Mediterranesn to -

Fdnirelty dsted 20th August, The Qecis{)n to transfar

55th Squadron R, A.F., 83 dobniled‘in sur elpher wire of

puguat 26th No. Bﬁoﬁgm;éqﬂins unchangad.

Orderas heve been issued for Ark Roval to embark sguedron

pe cquickly as possible end eny remainder of squadron not taken

in Ark Royel i~ to %o sent on by first evelleble ships— 1t le
most urgent thet with the least ~oasible daley tris remsinder
should be transferred to Mesopotemis.

Addressed Constantinonlo repaeted Mesoontsamis,

C.2. Conins to:- ARMY GGﬁﬁCIL.
DML 050 . TiMaD,

M,0.1. 2 & A&B. S, 4. & A,
s B o BB % sy

e 6 el DN

.M, 0.8 6, 8,

D.a. 1. DB, 0.5,

D.Movs & Q.

B.R.1.

S.R.2. (Woolwich).

Sa“i}i'n 13

?.0.(&01 Panva). I.0.(Mp.Garbett).
D I DDIM T

W18 % Be

D.F.N. R R
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps' [9r] (17/160)

®

. SJCRET éé

Prom:-~ TVar Office.

To:- . D.0.8. Qairo, repeated G.0.C. liesopotamia
and Civil Commissioner, lesopotania.

Degp. 2100. 8.7.20.

85514. cipher 4.3/843.

Degpatch to Civil Comnissionsr Baghdad of
200 Turkish rilfes and 1500 German rifles with as mch
appropriate small arm ammnition as available up to 500
rounds per gifle should be arranged. Civil Commissioner
has been instructed to notify necsssary consignment
particulars, lumber of rounds of SAA. you despatch
should be reported to War Office.

Addressed D.0.8. Cairo, rspeated G.0.C.

llesopotamia and Civil Commissioner, llesopotamia.
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [10r] (19/160)

o~
PARAPHRAS D, SECREPT.

Trom - G.H.Q. Tgypt.

To - War Office repeated General and
bivcom, Baghdad.

Deap. 26/8/20,
Recg. 08.15 27/8/20,

> /
1024 Q.-Cipher August 26th. At

Your 85514 A,3, July 8th.
on 8,8, "Swakoprund® sailed from
uez August 22nd, following were despatched =
Rifles 311, German 1,500
‘_.Riflas .301 Turkish 200
S,A.A, .311 German 750,000
Eohok .30l Turkish 100,000

e —— e —

a2 8 to:- Army Council,
Ce2s Ct‘pie D0, , D.D.M.O.
¥,0.2., 2A, 2B, and 3.
D.M,I., D,D.M.I,
te Y. 2., and 2B,
D.8.D., D.D,5,D., 8.D.2.
D, ot K.
N 2305 3s
D,B.0.8.
D,Movs and Q.
D.Q.M.G.
SDRIEC
¥.1, and 5.
D.F.(B) D.E.(C)
140, %001. Pepys)
1.5, \Er, Garbett)
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [11r] (21/160)

o
. - f“n £AA) ¥ 2
A |
o L .1' Ay f 6 6‘
~N
~ PARS "HRASE, ek QLR T4,

Deapatched 1845 25/8/20.
From:- War 0Office,

TOt=m G.".C.Constentinople,
repested C in C, Mesopotamies, Egypt.

86066 cirnsr D,Y,0,

l. After consultstion with AdwMinistry following hns

bacn deelded,

8+ fs soon ss shipping cen ba provided ell personnel end
D.H,9A machines end spares of 55 Squadron R.A.F. and repselr
unit togother with stores snd transport to be transferrcd to
Mesopotemia,

b. D.H.9,machines are obsolescent and pending further
Instructions these machines with sppropriste epsres to remain.
in constentinople. The nuastion of hending- then ovar to
Gre~ks 1s under comzid=ration,

2. [fir ¥inlstry ere trying to obt ain cerrier from
fdmirelty but ss none may he aveileble renort CLEAR TH® LINE
i1f youncen esslst by meking s specisl ship avallebls to
affect ﬁrsnsfar direct to Besra snd date when 1t could ssll.
We will Inform you 1f it should be taken up by yow as esrly
as possible,

Addressed Constentinonle repeate ' Viesopotamim and Egynt,

C.2. Copies to:- ARMY COUNCIL
W0, D.DM.O;

M 0uke Bofch ik By 3. 4. 3-A, - -
D.2D, (07 IR s R B 0 B

D.0. D.OM.G,

Q.M. G.3.6.9.

Deay T DUD,B, 0.8,

D.Movs & Q

SeR. 1,

S,R.2.(Woolwich),

Ry

A4 (DN, 1T :

I.0.(gol Penys). T.0,(Mr,Garbett)
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [12r] (23/160)

wire where Souadrons and detached
llesopotamia are located at present.
require to know proposed location of Smuadrons

and flights in any scheme of concentration of air units

thieh owing to present conditions you may have in

contenplation.

Ses our 86066 of Aupust in this conn
|

s
| i
oM
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [14r] (27/160)

rase, 20/R.A.F. /158,
Wer Qffice.
G iIL Fe ?‘1'-.ic;. 4
G.0.C, 10C. M otamia.
Despatched;~ 18,15 20.7.20
B5676 cipher M.C.4., 2lat July.

1.

( For India - Viceroy telegrams Nog.225 of 8th
Heference E January and 3707 of 19th March,
0

Jamery.

For lesopotamis - liy telegram Yo.83470 of 28th
For Heypt - My telsgram 110.83469 of .8th Ja:
T

A revisw of the fut r 1 ignts o LA Fe LHIES T
allotted to the Army is under consideration and we wish to consult
you : obtain your views before discussing our proposals with
the Air Ninistry.

9., OQur proposals ars that squadrons be permanently allotted to
the Armies in the Hast under the local Commanders-in-Chief as

-

follows, India 8 3quadrons, Bgypt 6 Souadrons, Mesopotamia 4
Souadrons Falestine 2 Souadrons.

This gives an increase on existing establishment of one
gquadron to lesopotamia and one sguadron to Tzynt and Palestine.
3. 0f the above 20 squadrons it is intonded to earmark 3
gquadrons in Jgypt as a reserve for other theatres if situation
in Bovpt and Palestine should allew of such transfer. The
amuadrons will be sent as may best suit particular local conditions
and operationg.,
4. je propose to ask for in addition to the abaove seven

o id

squadrons to be maintained in Great Britain as a general
reserve. Together with the thres sqnadrins earmarked in
levpt those will provide & total reserve of 10 swuadrons to

furnish rossible similtaneous reinforcements of 2 squadrons for

NMesovotamia and 5 squadrons for Tndia, leaving 3 squadrons fo

reinforce
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [15r] (29/160)

reinforce Tgypt and for other poszible
contingencies.

. le propose to state th e nature of the work to be

carried out by the R.A.F. will be (a) long distance

reconnaissance, (b) close reconngissance (e) low flying, (4)

long distaznce independent boubing, (e) close bombing in
co-operation with troops, (f) artillery observation, (g)
communications.

B 4s recards actual types for shove we must be guided by
Air Vinistry's expert adviee but we wish fo know your views
as to practical use for your purposes of any type heavier than
D.Hs10.28.

Ta Please wire your views and remarks on above Dro posals a®
garly us possible togsther with your pstimate by ftypes of
mumbers of squadrons which you would require for such duties

mentioned in para.5 above as you desire to be carried out.

Reference: IOR/L/MIL/5/793. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100093236777.0x00001e



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100093236777.0x00001e?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps' [15v] (30/160)

i o "_-.'. - o .
= 3
_./
JOY
¥ eld: L
B LB
\\
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [16r] (31/160) §

PARAPHRASE,
—~
From := Wanr Office.,
To te« C, in 0. India,
Despatched 1235 12th April, 1920,

84459 cipher ¥.0.2, P

Refer<nce our 83468 of ?9,1.20./pwu. b i

D.E.9.,8, machines are now on way to Empypt.

When substitution of D.H.9.a, for D.H.2, 1scompleteq
& o )

¥ou w11l be definitely informéd,

C.2, Coples to :. Army Counell,
D..‘J.g. D.D.M,0.
M0.2, 28, 8b, 3. 4, 4
D.¥.T. T.D.T e
M.I.1l, 1a, 2, 20,
ThE.0.8. D.D.E.O.8.

D.S.
Indla 0fflce,
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [17r] (33/160) s

Paraphrase,
Fromie G.0.C., Masopotamia,
M. Ylar O0ffice.

Handed int- 16.20 }.'?.2,2(}.
Receivedi- 11.C0 23,2,.20.

= 0= OO O O Qoo O Ot O =0 == O O= = L 4.

¥.8220 February 17the Referenceiéfrﬁ?quﬁtgié) Jannary 28 th.

I have no remarks to make in view of paragrepn 8 but 0.Ce
%R.4.F, adheree to view that 1f reinforcing squadrona wWers gent
from Egypt by ship to Mesopotamia they would take 4 montns to
function in Mesopotamia from receipt of orders.,

0.2. Coples toi-, Ry
DoeM.0s D.DcM.Os
M.O-al 2o 2b. O s 4|
D.M.I. D.D.M. 1o
M.I.2+ 2bs R4 RBs
DeFeWe
F.wesﬂ4.

D.QIMIGI

QM. G. 6, v
Movements.

g.g?D. D.D:S.De SsDs20e
1.0.(Col.Pepya),
I.O.iMr.Garbatt)-
Pﬂriao
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [18r] (35/160)

®

Parephrase.
From:- Var Office.

To:- €. in C., Indla.
® Despatched:- 19.00 17.2.20.
- Qe Q= Ger O Q= 0= 0= Q= Qe+ =
"7 83751 cipher 1.0.2. £o

(‘ 5 —
Your( PiG32) of February 7th.
Gl

The Hendley Page or Vickers Vimy squedron will be avsilable
a8 reiniorcement for you in emergency provided that at the
tins of your demand the situstion in Zgypt permits and
Mesonotamia'y need of reinforoement is not more urgent.

2. Copies to:-

i e ARMY COUNCIL.
D.H.C. D.D.UH.O.
M.0.2. 2. 3. 5B 4.
D.M.I. D.D.M.I.
4.I.1. 1A. B. RB. 2. ZB.
Du3eDs ;
D.5a0-8. D.D.E.0.8.
SR8,
Indiag Office.
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [19r] (37/160) .

th Air linistry
Jlesorot

ng sent, officers from En

: other ranks frou England &

are selsc ar &g possible having
] ications liegsopotamia and with new types of
machines being sent you other ranks will in general ]

lelay

2 lay w be &
squadron by pilots fra

macnines 1o Lgypt and (

)t to gain exper iex
nes. It is hope
; contemporansously
sopo fania.

4. Jrafting programne ! 1 detail to

AeUolo, Hedols
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [20r] (39/160) .

BACHAT.

From Wer 0ffi0e. T A
To Ce in C. IMin-

837249, Biphnl‘ Oulalinia Fo’.low.’m{; from C. 1. for 0.0.0:
Bogine - Your P.577 of Decoubsr Z4th.
1. ¥o reliznce can be placed on any Rei.Ve Squadrons being

—

sont from home,

2¢ A maximan of 1 D.H.P. squadron of 12 machines ang,

if you wish, one Hendley Page or Vickers Vimy Souadron at 10

machinescould be sent from Ygypt if situation in "pypt

and Mesopotamia st the time of your domend permits. This is the

only available reserve for all Zastern theatres at resent.

It is probable that by end of February D.He84 machines wéuld
. bo substituted for D.H«9e

3. Arp regards the time taken to reinforce, squadrons could

be actually ready to funotion in India within one month of

receipt of orders if sent by air and two months if sent by

ship, The transfer of Hpndley Page or Vickers Vimy wachines

can at present, howaver, only be made by nire It in believed

that the DeH.9« squadrons could also use the aerial route snd

this possibility is being enquired into. The above is

dopendent on shipping being available an soon &s required,

4. Converted 9,45 trench mortar houbs are the only gus bombs

that could at present be produced, OJupply would take about 4

months from date of order to convert, The weight is about 180

1bs. and to be eof (ective they must be dropped in large

mumbers which cannot be done by mechines at pressnt in

India. They are therefore of doubtful utility. Doevelopment

of more satinfuctory boub is proseeding but st present no

proapect of mapply.

fi, Wil send reply to your gquestion about gms shells, later,

6. Jgypt informed, Inds.
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [21r] (41/160) .

PARAFPER
From: C

fLos

P.632 Fobruary 7th.

Your 8348 “H 0.8, January 20th,. De Havilland

9 4, ond D.H,10,A. squadrons are only squadrons which

could be moved by alr to Mesopotamin, Put it 1is

unlikely as these are the only bombing squadrons in India that
in the immediate fulure &Xxk we could send either of them

out of India., Ar e we right in agsuming that the
Vickers=-Vimy or Handley +s squadrons § mentioned in

our 83249 C.I,0.5 i 1A T of emergency
1 B.I.G.3. of Tanuary l4th can in casa of omerge
:f tna -"’:.—.?ﬁ.‘.._.l.-n—- v

—~ o

atill be counted on &8 & nogalible reinforcement,

o: ARMY GOUNC IL

ko ﬂntwr Tei, .00

M.0,2,28+0:4,

DM.Is DD ML,

P A 14, he. RB.2. 2B,

D iS.le

D.Eu0:Se¢ This EDeSe

SsE2s

India Cfflooe.
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- A -
b — .
-
!_..
I /!
i

1
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [22r] (43/160)

fromie War Office.
in C;, India,
Despatcenedia 16,30 29.1.20,
Qo O o O v Qe e O oe O e ow O

B3488 sipnoer M.0.2,

1, Vor 0{fice wiro B3249 of l4th January refarence para.2,

until end of Maren D,H.9.z. machines cannot be substituted

fer D.HLS.

5, HRoference para,3, D.H,8. macnines cannot use aerial route
but D,H.®.n. will ba able to do 80,

3 . If at any timc Mesopotumla May urgently require R.l.F.
reinforcers nt whicn cannot be sparsd frem Egypt owing to the
situs tion there, you will consider the possibllity of transfer
in such emergency of a squadron fram India to Mesopotamla,.

¢.2. Copies toti~
ARMY COUHCTIf.
D0y De DM, 0,
H.0:2: Za. B35 %e
DeM,%. D.D.RT,
i

¢ B
D:E.0.8. 1. D.Bi0wS:
SsR.2,
India Offlcse,
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [23r] (45/160) c

rarapnrace,
Fromi. dar Qffice,
Toi=  $.0.C., Mesopotemia, Despatehodi- 18.0C 28.1.2C.
—

= 0= 0= 0= 0= 0= O Om Qe O om = G O
83470 cipher M.0.2, o -
1. Your X,7751 of November 20th nas heen considered with air Ministry, }
and following declsions subject to review at a later date nave been t.uken;
2, Normal post-war R.A.F, garrison under your command will consist of i
‘t.hr-:ra SHoBa It 18
anticipated latter will be formed in Mesopotamia by end of 4pril. It is
also intended to keep in Mcsopotemia a personnel reserve of 15% of
total establishment.
3. 41l squadrons except heavy hogbers will be at an ssteblishment of
12 macnines, wnich includes D.H.,10.8., which will be at 10 machines.
4, It is intsnded to keep reserve squadrona in Egypt, end o maximum
reinforcement of two squadrons could be sent you subject to Egyptian
situation and requirements of India at the time of your demand. 4t
present a Handley Pege or Vickers Vimy and a D.H.S. for tne above reserve
5s As regards time taken to reinforce, squadrons, if machines are
sent by air, could be ready to function in Mesopotamia one month from

receipt of orders, and two monthe 1if sent by ship should aerial route

bes interrupted, Tne transfer of Hawndley Page and Vickers Vimy mseanines

ean only be made by air, Tnese times are of course dependent on
snipping being availlable when rew ired.

6. Possibllity of reserve squadrons belng drawn from India 1is not
being overlooked hut situation thers may make this impossible,

7. it the rate of 10% per month of your establishment machinss will be
sent out to re lace wastage and, an increased rate will he considersd
in event of serious protracted disturbance,

B. uith present resoure s and until R.:~.F,. programme of development of
squadrons in Eagypt 1s further advanced the sbove arrangements are becd /
possiblea.

. Ezypt informed of pera.4.

0.2:Copies toi-ARMY CQUNCIL. D.M.Os D.D.M.0.M.0.2.28.20.3.4(15).D. M.

S DeD.LI. M.IL20ED.R.RB.D,FuW. Fofa3440Q.M.Gu60 D.G.M.Ge DubloVs. D
"k US.L. 8.Di2. Indla Qffice.(Col.Pepys)s 1.0.(Mr.Garbett).
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps' [24r] (47/160)

SECRET.
-

oA 79 /033

From :~ War Offlce,

P ARAPERASE, -

Te t= G.,0.0., Meacpotamia,

Despatched 1715 28th Octeber, 191,

B1941 cipher M.0.2.

Your X. 7489 September 22nd, The Alr
Ministry are considering the provisim‘- of extra
tanks fer local fitting by which 1t 1s heped te glye
endurance ef 4 hours te Brissol Pighters. The
ebject of glving yeu ene Squadron Eristel Fighters and
one’ Squadren D.H, §.a's 1s that you may have °
ong type fer ce-eperation with artillery and infantry
and ground strafing and ene type fer leng
reconnalssancd and bembing, One t,yp-e of maéhine will
net de all these funetiens. Also heavily loaded leng
distance machines ere unsuitable I‘o} coi'n“fin'e'd landing
grounds such as are understcod fErx ts e cemmen
in Mesopotamia. The Air Ministry c¢ousidér that the
proposed reermament ie the best solution te meot the
akeve requirements amd conditions.

As scon as _rearmament. of 63 Squadren 1is

cumpleted No, 6 Sguadron will be rearmed.

C.2.. Oospios to := Army Ceuncil,
A oM. 0;  DiDiM.O.
W02 Eas b,
M.0. 3
M.0.4. (for Air Ministry).
SR, 1.
Indla Office,.
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying

10:= War OLlico.

De
R

KJ7480 Sopt. 28nd.

Lcnce

w

111 Brivig. PFichiera b

¢nduranee of 45 hours o

%
2% hours

t least,

Corps' [25r] (49/160)

From := G,I.4s Fezoootamia.

atoned 12,25 22,9,19,

coived 18.00 25,2,19,

5

your 81181 Mia.2a of Bopu, 12¢n,

e ficved with exire tank io pivo air

which 1s insuffielent for distences in this eopr i

Lo

C2., Coples 1o =

Army Gouneil,
:-.. " 4s 2_. Rl Bhe
Diiw0s DD M0,

S.H.1,

Progent endurance bslievod

A

iy
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [26r] (51/160)

bl b3 LAy

/ p_,; ik o 1/ A : 5]

B.¥./1.0.4./L./500,

Payaphrasu. SECR

e
1y3

From Wor Offica.
To G.0.C, Memsopotamio,

Toup. 2010 12-9-19,

\

81151 eirhor, M.0.2. L 470

/

Your X.7412 Soptomkor 4th,.

J i & The Alr ¥inlatry state that they ¢an malkc no
' L»ﬂ'yhmhﬁi}tqratien %0 thc pelicy declded on in our wire
: 80487 of 14 August,

2 It is howover intended teo rearm No, 63 Sguadron
before the end of this year with D,H.9.A. machines,
and it is hoped to Eummmmas dospatch mechinos at the
rate <f ton per month commencing thls month,
. % Subsequently it is also intonded to roarm No., §
Squadron with Brigtol Fightcrs,
4. During the neoxt cight months this willl amouni

- 1o o totsl despalch of GO machines or a rate ef 205
por month por sguadron but thls programmo dopends on

uncertain factors of shiponing and packing facilitics

for 1its fulfilmont.

C2 ocoplos to
Army Counell.
N.0.3.4:8,80.28,
D.N,0.D,D . H.0,
S.Ral,
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [27r] (53/160)

Parapnrase. ERSRET .,

From G.C,C. Mesopoitamisa.

To Har Qffige,
Desp. 2255 4-89-19,
Recd. 1600 6-9-19.

X7412 Sept. 4ta. | e
. P =la = L;(A\ )

Your 80487 M.0.2. fug. 14tn,

Snould not yet be applied in this country whero
ae roplanes are in almost daily use in operations
during wniecn mery accidents ocour. Every effort is macde
to keep wastage to lowest possiblc 1limits and to econciise

materiel by roconstruction and repairs.

C2 copies to

Army Council.
¥,0.3.4.2.2a.2),
D.M.0. D.D.M.0.
S.H.1.
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [28r] (55/160) E

o e

(

Paraphrese,
NeMo/Yo0,4e/L.446,

From:- Woar O0ffice,

To:= FM., C. in C., Egypt.
G+0,C., MesopOtamia,
g, In 0,; Lxitey

Dospatchod:~ 17.45 14,8,19.

80487 clphor M,0.2.

Air Ministry have decided that in futurc normal rate
at which alveraft will bc despatched to replaco wastoage
will be TEN PFR CENT per month por Squadron: G.0.Ce,Reh.F.
has been instructed to roduco wastage to & minimum, and that
machines required in oxccss of this figuro cre to be obtained
by repairs and roconstruction.
Cs2. Coplos t.o:-m ey
Mo0,2420.,2Ds354s

D.M.O, D.D.1M,0,
S'R.l.
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [29r] (57/160)

From 1= War O0ffice,

To i= G.0.C., Mesopotesmie,

(=}
L=}
o

30th Auzust, 1919. 2
80820 cipher ¥,0.2, \
Referonce Wer Office telegram 22553 of 6th Au~ust.
These nen cannot be despatched before Bth October

Ten they #re ordered to be ready for emberkation,

Cere GOpIes T re- O T E R, D.M.0.
D GeT R8s D.D.1.0.
D.D.8.D. S.R.l.
Sabale A ela
D.3.D. D.0.

HeOula 2oy 36 4. Xy
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [30r] (59/160)

B.M./M.0.4./L/352 .

Frem i=- Wopr Office.
Tci= G.CuC., Moscpotamle,

U5 6.8.19.

22553 ciphor Ceded M.0.2, 7

Your X.,7256 of 22nd July ond cur 22063 M.C.2,. cf
30th July. Fellowing from air Hinistry. It is
heped to embark sufficient drafts to meet all
your &-flelioncles during month of Septembor.

C2. Ccples to :i-
CelofiaSa DCTGS,

«Cuo DaDWMCs
S.R.1,
A wloel e
D0,
K.C2, 200 3o 4o
M.Coils

PRSI
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [31r] (61/160)

CODE,
Rl 2
Frem: War Office,
Ta: G«0.C, Mesopetamia,
30,7.19,

22063 M.0.2, Wy
g

Your X,7256 22nd July,.

The draft of 200 men is net in addition to that
promiscd in owr 77018 M.0.2, Apri1l 12th.. Your doficiencies
in persenncl arc noted and the previslon ef furlher drafts
is undor censideratien, The DPositien as regards a.iromr;
®n your charge 1s new cloapr, .

CeBaCopleos to: C.I1,G.8,
¥ DsCeI.G.8.
SID\.Q.'
D,M.0. D.DM.0.
lsloO.E.za.S.&.XL
A8,
D.o,
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [32r] (63/160)

= RUTERER . 8 B0/
—_— =

b
Priensss- o Desprtehed 1335 22/7/19.
Re~eived 74¢ 235/7/1%.

Frnmi= G.C.CMescortamin .
i War 0ffine,
Xe 7256 July 22nd.

Icur 79628 M.C.2. July 1lth, If the draft of 200 men
l1s in cdditicm to that premised in vrur 77018 u.c.2. April 12th
frr reiiaf cf demecbilizable Persennel it will vre cf material
tssistonco tc me. He«Casquadren ig reperted tc te about 100
und>r estoblishment and squadron and perk hero ars 2bout 150
undor estatlishments. Eence full preperticn ef machines
romnct be maintained f£it fep flying withcut crmplete perscnnel
ner oon ecnstrueticn keep pree vith vear and tecr and deamage

especinlly in view of climatin ccnditicna. From the twe squ:drvégﬁig
Whinrh will te av&ilable cn arrival cf Hc.6, cne flieht hos to &"_7
s mainteined in nertna West “orsia and cne ot Bushire. 18 mathines 3
in m return ¢f June 19th included 6 in north vest Persia, twe at
BuBhire three single sentser socuts, unsuitaltle fep bresent fcrm

cf cperzticns, and elizht effectlive mechines im Mesepctamia.

Zffi~ient mechines cf He .30 squedren have been abscrted In 63rd
sguadren, thease of NeJ72 ve e sinfle seater sccuts witheut

exropticm. At present (1 grcup undec) excluding cld B.E's and
moshines cf ¥e. 6 squadrers, nrne c¢f whieh ars rg et erented,

are 40 2 sectors, cf whiech 19 cre servicentle <r ~an(?) be mede

8c, 6 eroshes vhich reon ultimctel be rebullt, 7 naz machines,

in their cose. Romsinder 8 ore unrepnirektlo and te be written of £

C=2.Ccples tei=s §.T.G.5 Dok
D.C.I.G.8 )

D2D.S.D S.I

S.D.2 L

D.

Reference: IOR/L/MIL/5/793. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100093236777.0x000040



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100093236777.0x000040?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

S

'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps' [32v] (64/160)

Reference: IOR/L/MIL/5/793. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence 64
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100093236777.0x000041



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100093236777.0x000041?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [33r] (65/160) g

SECRET. PARAPHRASE.

From !~ War Office.
Toi= G.C.C. Mesopctamia,

S~ Deapatched 15.40C 11,7.19,
79628 cipher M.0.2 .

Your X.7150 24th.

A draft eof 200 men is being sent tc you before
August 1st. Ne.6 Squafron 18 en reute. Yeu shculd have
when all the above arrive, two complete squadrons of 18
machines sach which 1s all we can give you. It is not
paselble te re-arm thsse sguadrons as jcu suggest. Propesal
te re-crpanize squedrons into feur flighte each cannct be
sancticned . 2 Zat

I_n your return dated 19th June ycu showed 19 maclhiines

avellable. This 1s nct understocd. Hawve you not th: machines

cf 2 squedrens recently redured tc cadre? Telegraph what
numter o_f mnnhipes ycu have on your strencth and state hew
many are gerviceable, h¢i many can be made serviceable within
rne mcnth, and hov mony cannot be repeired,

C2. Coples to :-~
C.I1.G.S.
D.C.I.G.S.
- ; DLM.0. DD,
M.0.X, Coples tos= . § 0 S T
: D.D.M.I. SaD.2
o MaB.R. (2) - | (el e o
HaI.ReBa : : 0 X,

Colonel Pepys (%) :5.%1

S.i.1l.
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [34r] (67/160)

%\Mﬂfci el

RAF

PARAPHRASE, SECRE T,
From: G,0.C, Mcsopotamin..
i Desp. 1625 29,6,18.

To: War Office. S Reod, 1750 3.7.19.
X.'7150 £4th, T

Censideration of following requcaged.
Situotions have arisen rocently calling for merepkanc
operations simultancously in four different and wideély
acparated arces, Impessible to¢ arry out all these as
the number af aeroplanes efficient at any one time has
soldom execcded 8 from the 2 flights in Mesopotamia,
R.A.F. hore have becn constantly worked at very high
pressurc, I do not anticipate that conditions will
improve fgzwgpmggéﬁﬁ two years. An average of 30
effoctive machines is ncecssary in addition to flights onc
cach at Irasnovodsk and Bushire to meet politlical and .. -7

military requirements. To maintain this numbor I reeommend

after consultation with R.A.F. commander here folloming or—————m

ethor equlvaleat cxpansion;Numbers €3 and & Squadreons cach

to be oxpanded to 4 flights of 6 machines with additional

personncl of 11 officers and 60 ? British troops for each

extra flight, Alrcraft parks to be oxpanded te 9@ officors

and 200 men. To establishmcents of squadrons and parks an

additional 10% bec added to cover sick. Owing to distanccs

and Insufficlent rangc of gouge I have rccently been unablc to

comply with a request for an air reconnaissancc over

? Urumiyah. Recommend that 63rd Sguadron machincs be

gradually rcplaced by twin engined bombers such as “Do

Hevilland 10's" and thosu of No.C Sguadron be replaced by

modern long distunce bombers, Strongly urge ocarly sanctiox

be given to the above recommendations ond that the porsonncl

and miachlnes be scnt oubt at the carliest datc possible,
AR, e IR P 0" BT it 0u0
H.I.R (2) D.M.0: D.D:M,0.

,0:2.,2a,3,4.X,
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [35r] (69/160) !

SBCRET.
Deepatehed 1410 31/3/1i9.
Received 1830 3/4/19.
Frem:- G.0.C.Mesopctamia.

Tei= War (Office,
repooted Pferardus Ceirc.

X.B769. Slst.

Te deal with loeol disturbances in widely dispersed

leenlitics heavy demands ureé necessary on peroplanes . As this

is likely tc continue request thet number 63 sauadrem be breught
up tc 4 flights. I require complete flight porscnnel end 8
pileta tc de this. Further recuest early decepatch with 6 menths

gupply of spares of 20 D.H.9's or similer type of mechines.

¢ .2.00ples Lo3r H.0uds
W.0X
cH.0.28
DD MO,
b8 Da
sh.2
e O P

o %0 te DeGeleOeBe
M S Dektn

Helie®
Indis Ofrise,
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [36r] (71/160)

SLCRET

~~'front Yar Offico.

DO‘.}D- 1650 514!19.
To : G.0.C, Conatentinoplo.

76798 Cipher M.I.R.
Reference your loes 0,0.435 of Moarch 23rd.
Turconen delerntion moy be nlloved to vigit
Constentinople unless this is wnnocoasary vido
your Moe G.L.458 of Morch 26th,
C.2. Coplea to: M.0X,.

.0.Xs Copleg to:
GoI-G-S-(a) Hto'a'(s * “11020 IoDoCnEo‘,la)
“g0050{3 MyIs24be cOloPﬁ-ddm(a}
Ma0u5404(3)
IKIIQ
M.I nla(E) -
M.I.Re(2) Bir G.Clerk.
K.I.R.&. ?ﬂ'. Selb".
M.I.R.B. Mr, Kldston(3)
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£2) b

1
s @ Lk S8y B0

o0 2. L1050
(RIiING RESPEER I
+N10ll. D wil {§)aH, 1a¥
.td.:d.: L S € I"‘OFI:-IE
(EimbonbiX o0 IR
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [38r] (75/160)

CPTRAT IONS.
Frem:- ar Offige.
Tn:- G.0.C., Meespotania.

Repeated India.
Decpatched:- 18.30 16/10/18.
_Motued 10 A
58755 ciphe: D.M.0. Uy No. 67382 dated 28th September.
It has been fyund necessary oving to Tecent evsnte to
divert 117th 8juadron to anvther Theatre. Ragret that
for tha present inorease of R.A.F. mith yov muet be
postpcned.
Addressed lssopotamia; repeated India.

H,0.Xs Copies to:-

G108, D.B.D, A.G.l.
D.C. 1087 DWDELT, W00,
DH,. B8.D.2, L T e T
DJDEO, 8,024, 8.R.1.{4).
U.0.24 8,D,2.8.
He0DeBodos Al
12.0.4.(for Adr Hinietry I.0J

D.0.

jfua ate 3 Sounftens K5 Fon e JC/’?Z’-{’!!!H‘“Q
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [39r] (77/160)

7

o oy,
o BECR RET,
—
\A
\ Irom - War Office,
Tot- & :|

.O.S.l in 0., Hesopotumia.
Reopeated G¢ in C., Indin,
iy G.0.C. in C., Egypt.

2alloon Company snould

bo dispatcned as soon as possible to idnzland. You
7ill have kotor Transport nonded over to G.2.C., R.A.F.,
Hesopotamia. All serviceublu balloon equipmentis

to be sent to X.A.D. Boypt whoere it will bo held azainsi
dues frum Ensland.

Addressed lisscpstamla repeated lndia, and SATRE .

1)
ey %
e
De
- kg
S.d,
3
“a
s
2. G
e L

"
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [40r] (79/160)

&y

OPEHATIONS .
Fra?\ G.0,Cs in C. Hasépotﬁmi;. Honded in 6.50 p.m. 20.9.18.
Tg _: Mor Offlcos Roed, 10,30 o,ms21.9.18,
repoatod Ce in C. Indio.,

X 42364

In view of shorﬁ;go of men povier and of present and
probable futurc, conditlons of warfarc in lHesopotamia, I am
prepered to disponse with 23rd Kite Bolloon Company R.ALF.
ag I consider 1t might be utilized to pgreater edvantapge in

Francc.

i.0.X. Copios to:

D0 1645, D.5.D. D.O.
D.H.0. D.D.S.D. AuGal,
+DiiL 0, 5.0.2, S.R.1.
H0.2. 3.D.2.04 Indis effico.
H0.2.0. S.D.2+b.,
M.0,4.{10). A.G.

_—
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [41r] (81/160)

Repeated Indi,

Laspatecned J.5H5 :
Hecedve3d .35

X.2486 Septenber 25tn. 35

My X.327 July 16tn,
i 8.l
Ragerding addition/ssvadron R.A.F, has a
deofsicn been arrived at ? I require scma reliable
lung cistance mecnines to ensble me and my Staff Cfticers
to visit the various portiona of ihe foruve owing to

very extended front in Mesopotania and Persis, Taia

is a ratter of Glfficwity ab present in view of ine great

digtences involved,

M.0.X. Copiee to:-

C.I.G.8. M.0.4 (10).
B.C.2.0.8. H.0:8.

DI 0. D.5%De
DeD.M, 0, D. DD
U.0.2. 84D.2,
Ua0a24. B.D.2sde
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps' [42r] (83/160)

Fromi= G.0.C.-in-C., Mesopctamia,
Ta:- War Office; repeated Indiia.

Handed in 7.35 p.m., 16/7/18.
Received 3.35 a.m., 17/7/18.

4
X.5327. July 16th. (2
G

Your 61736 M.0.2. July 7th. Category A. As no furthc -

aidvance in llesopotamia is contenplated I consider existing

establishment adequate, but I require an adiitional squairon

———

to attain couplete control of the Caspian, the most suitable

bembers with great ondurance and reliable engines (D.H.9 s wit:
Rolls Royce engines preferred, as R.A.F. 3A have not proved
satisfactory in Mesopotania. 1 flight of Scouts to escort
bopbere and repel E.A. for which S.E.5. As preferredi. Above
eatim.t:}mse‘l on the asaumption that the enery is unlikely to
preduce any inpertant aerial forees in this area. Squadron
for Caspian should have 15 Peerless lorries ani 20 tenders
c7ing tc great transport difficulties. Category B. Should
thi= force be increased by 2 infantry divimons, 1 more eorps
squairon would be required in adiiition to above. In view of
pessible (?)requirements in 31st wing I censider it inportant
that 72n1 squadren which now possesses 6 different types of
nachine should consist entirely of Scout nachines of 1 type

preferably 5.E.5 A s.

H.0.X. Cecpies to:-

%I BB M.0.2. DeSaDe A.G.
D¥8aT.G.5. H.0.8:0 - DBl Dils
D.I%, 0. M.0.4 S.D.2. QoM. G,
D.DuX, 0. (10 copica) S.D.2.A. M., 0.
! M.0.8: S.Ds2.B. T:0.
\-\\
e
—
.
e —————
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g e . E——

s T T
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [43r] (85/160)

T

=, v N ‘.-/ = )

A ol o ’ R
Operations. \*M e/ i Y

From :~ War Office. 2 A

To = G.0 C./, Mesopotamia. oM
Repeated C. in G, India. f

e —— < ot 2
N
!
T
Y
-

Despatched 7th July, 1918.

61756 clpher M.0.2.
Let me kncw please what establishment ve

should alm at fer your air Forese units to September

1919 in view rf'your present commitments. You should

reply in two categories (a) No further advance in

Mesopotamia but success in attaining complete

contrel of the Caspisn, (b) Pcssible addition of two

infantry divisicns to your foree, in additicn to suppesiticn

in (a) above.

; xkﬁressed C.0.C., Mesopotamin, repented

C{. in €., Indfia.

"

| M.O.j; Copies to:-

B, D000, X.0.4- BB - SN0B. Kb

L.C.I.G.8. MiC.2. M.D.B. 8D, 2. D.0.

L e JM.2-A. D.B.D.  B.D.2.A. M.C.
; , -G.0.

i o . Ind.Off.

= \
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CTEE o e T ————

———
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps' [44r] (87/160)

SECRET. 3 3

F.a om General Officer Commanding, Middle East Brigade, Royal Air Force, Egypt,

to Air Mynistry, London.
(No. E. 5036. ) 14th April, 1918.
Reference your No. 21158 and No. 28226, A.O. 1, and No. 38799 of 31st July, 1916.
Weekly return of Royal Air Force, week ending 11th April :—
‘ Pilot=. Observers.
| Available, ! Not available. | Av:ulnbie Not available,
Training Brigade—
Artillery Observers' 8chool .. i 1R 4 1 1
Aerial Fighting School .. s i 24 1 .
School of Aerial Gunnery R 2| 11 2 .
No. 21 Training Squadron o o | 10 3 .
No. 22 Training Squadron . . 14 3 - .
No. 23 Training Squadron . . 17 ] . 4
No. 57 Training Squadron . s 15 2 .
No. 58 Training Squadron - . 11 1 - ~
No. 193 Training Squadron .. 8 12 2 . .
No. 194 Training Squadron .. o 11 2 B
No. 195 Training Squadron .. 5 12 2 | .
“ X Aireraft Depot . e e 3 1 .
Palestine Brigade— {
ith Wing— {
No. 113 Squadron .. .. v 28 P 18 [ .
No. 14 Squadron . - & 25 2 14 [ .
40th Wing—
No, 111 Bquadron .. -+ e 21 1 . ..
No. 142 Squadron .. o & i7 o 6 .
“ X" Aircraft Park . 2 . . | B
Vﬂ.lﬁlluad.mn.AusIuhm F]ylngborps. 29 1 13 | ¥
No. 144 Squadron .. [ 1 - i -
Balloon officers in Palestine ., s e s 34 | 6
“ X" Flight .. - % bk o 6 ) e [ .
16th Wing— :
No. 17 Squadion T Ry ) 24 3 11 :
No. 47 Squadron = = i 26 3 13 1
Balloon officers = 2 o . e 15 1 /
Aireraft Park .. i 0 ¥l 1 v e
31st Wing—
Noﬂgﬂ Squadron v e & 20 2 13 1
No, 63 Squadron o e e 16 6 11 1 i
No. 72 Squadron i b ki 23 1 1 . f
Balloon officers . .. .. . £ - 10 1
Aireraft Park .. o . . 1 .. .. N
India and Aden Brigade .. v b 34 1 14
Balloon officers. . - v ] 5 .-

“ (" machines—

— Serviceable. Unserviceable. | Not erected.

Training Brigade—
Maurice Farman Long'hom L.H. s L i 6 i
De Havilland 6 .. . o % s 32
Bopwith Bomber .. o . e . v .

Avro Humpinua s . -

3. E i
Armatrong—Whtworth i % s E i3 s e
Martinsyde Scout - o W is v 2 ..
(B14/348) 40 4/18 H&S 5718-3we
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps' [44v] (88/160)

SR o — e e o ~
o
= Serviceable, | Unserviceable. | Not erected.
|
Ex" \|r:lait De| anf } .
B.E. 2 I - TR R el g 5 ‘ 12 =
Avro . ok . o o %) e s | 1 .-
Avro ‘rlnnuplana o - a v N | .. 4
Bristol Monoplane v e 9 = | 2 s
Armstrong-Whitworth, IuO B.AD. i e s 1 & &
B.E. 12 A . v .o . wa . . .. 4 | “e
Bristol F |gh1er 5 = % | 6 | 3 .
Martinsyde Scout & = S 54 o e 4 .-
Nieuport.8cout .. = .. b A - 2 | 1 25
8.E. 5 . .s i e 1 ¥, 13
Sopwith Bomber .. [ 4 .
R.E. 8 .. 6 ‘ 16
Vickers F.B. 19 ‘ 4 [ 2
De Havilland 6 .. 253 B e N 2 2 % | 24
Sopwith Camel .. e s et i 2 o 2 | 5
Sopwith Scout .. v wi o "N e i v 21
Palestine Brigade— |
Sth Wing— | |
! No. 14 Squadron— | |
R.E. 8 R SRS o T 11 9
I BE2E . o [ 2 EA [
{ Nieuport Scout S = it o 1 2 |
| No. 113 Squadron— | |
R.E. 8 s i i s & 16 3 |
| Nleupoﬂ: Scout .. o= 2 = i) 3 - |
: 40th Wing— |
I No. 1 hqundmn, Anutralmn F‘lymu Lurp~— | |
B.E. . s - 1 vy |
\lamns_\de Scout .. e s . e | 1 . |
Bristol Fighter i3 o | 17 |
! No. 111 Squadron— | |
S.E.5. . . v = .. s 6 6 |
L Meuport Scout .. 5 = ks o] 3 3 ‘ .
No. 142 Squadron— |
i B.E. 12 v - - = W 1 e T
I R.E. 8 S T A e I o3 ‘ b
i i Martinsyde Scout .. o e v | . 1 .
1 No. 144 bql.mdmn—
il B.E. 2 B 3 ;
i1 Hallu(ms, Egypt and Palestine s . o 25 9 | e
Y “X™ Aircraflt Park— | |
v S T S S ey 3 2 ; 1
Martinsyde Scout .. Vi s s s | 1 3 i
R.E. 8 .w s 2 2 3 | 6
e . 3 2
Martinsyde Scout. . A ia g =2 4 2 .
Nieuport Scout .. . o % s Al o 2 .
|
16th Wing— |
No. 17 Squadron—
Hl. 2Cand2E .. . 2 . e
.i 9 ] 1 oy
3 1 .
l\rmwruug-Whuwmi.h 160 B.A.D. % 1 R
Bristol Monoplane .. . . i =i 1 i o
No. 47 Squadron— |
\rm-.numr Whitworth Wi v K 4
B.E. v % e " o 1 ..
\'nken. F.B. 1') 2 = o= i
\rrm-tlonﬂ W I;ltwmﬂl I{‘f? il X. ]J T 2
DA : i 2 1
A:ur.\fl Park—
B.E. 12 A o .o e N < 3 2 5
Arnw:rulﬂh\\’llrtwnrtll .. & & e 4 .
BE.2Cand2E . - e 2 { g 9
\| nhlrur.t'-\\ hllwr)rrh lﬁU H A. ]l = 0 1 i 17
a4 . . .. e s a1 1 . %
tristol .\Iunnp[ane ¥ i i v i &5 1 | 9
18 T H [ | 11
salloons
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps' [45r] (89/160)

3
PR | Serviceable. | Unserviceable, l Not erected.
'-L Wing — l
No. 30 Squadron—
R.E. 8 o o s . e e 13 5
Martinsyde Scout .. o 5 i ) 2 1
Spad .. 4% ¥ v = o . o | i |
B.E.2 E 1
No. 63 Bquadron—
R.E. 8 S s e . s e 10 | 8
BE.2E s . . i By 5 1
No. 72 Squadron—
Bristol Monoplane .. Sia o v oel 3 b
SE. 5 i 1 e
De Havilland 4 o s i e 2 1
Spad .. o @ “e. ot Va Br 2 3
Martinsyde Scout 2 1
Aireraft Park—
BE2E .. ot Ve s oo = v 5 5
Martinsyde Scout .. “a . o e 1 3 i
Spad .. v - o8 .n A o = 1 9
Bristol Scout o - o = . e 3 -
Bristol Monoplane .. Ve H
S.E 5.. s v ok o &3 v die | b ]
R.E. 8 5 i Wi s i . ¥, | 4 9
De Havilland 4 - o i E Y 6 | 1 1
Balloons =+ e . - “e o 4 3
Eastern Aircraft Factory—
R.E. 8 . . v &% o = . é o 10
BE.2E .. 2 . .o s e 2 i o 4
Aden Balloons .. . . e e . s} 2
Copy to Army Counecil, Air Ministry, M.O. 1 (p), M.O. 2 (a), MLO. 2 (e).
[l
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i
‘ I! i
|
!
. ]
E-i
\_ I
A N
\
ﬁ‘\
Reference: IOR/L/MIL/5/793. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence 90

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100093236777.0x00005b



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100093236777.0x00005b?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

& ]

5

'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [46r] (91/160)

~—— BT T T— e e o+ = ——

SECRET. ._--r

] vom (feneral Officer Commanding, Middle East Brigade, Royal Flying Corps, Egypt,
to Air Minastry.
{;\Io. E. 4786.) 31st March, 1918.

TReference your No. 21158 and No. 2326, A.O. 1, and No. 88799 of 31st July, 1916
Royal Flying Corps weekly return, week ending 28th March :—

Pilots. ‘ (Observers.

Available, - | Not available.

|
Available. ‘Nnr, available.

Training Brigade— ‘ ' |
School of Aerial Gunnery . ‘ 14 s ae I .
Artillery Observers' School .. 21 ' 3 1 I 2
Aerial hghtmg School 51 15 ) e \ "o
No. 21 Training Squadron .. ! 1 3 s ¥
No, 22 Training Squadron .. i | 14 [ &y .
No. 28 Training Squadron .. 23 5 . .
No. 57 Training Squadron .. 5 20 4 . ..
No. 53 Training Squadron .. 3 ‘ 14 2 3 .
No. 193 Training Squadron .. 2.3 8 5 .
No. 104 Training Squadron .. vad 13 3 ¥
No. 195 Training Squadron .. i 1 1 .
“ X" Aircraft Depot 5 i 5 4 2 Ve
sth Wing—
No. 14 Squadron .. G v & 20 1 14 e
No. 113 Equadron o i K, 18 P 16 ya
40th Wing—
Australian Flying Corps. . i 32 3 13
No. 111 Squadron e . - 19 1 ¥
No. 142 Squadron s 1 > 5 1 2 .
“ X" Aircraft Park ; g 3 i3 < v
Balloon officers in Palestine and E(..ypt | o ah 34 5
Flight of No. 144 Sqnadmn . e 9 { >
“ X" Flight.. . . . i 5 1 | i |
16th Wing—
No. 17 Squadron.. o $a o 21 2 | 11 | 2
No. 47 Squadron.. i b -+ 26 3 3 | 12 | : $i
Aireraft Park .. a0 o 1 P | . I ad
Also balloon officers .. e () s ‘ 17 | .
3lst Wing— 1 |
No. 30 Squadron .. od & - 22 1 12 { 1
No. 63 Squadron .. 5 . 21 1 18 | £
No. 72 Squadron . . . {°5 o 23 ol i e
Aireraft Park .. i .a . 1 e .3 -
| Also balloon officers .. v or . e 10
Aden and India .. o ' i 32 2 13 ¥
Also balloon officers .. - i ! X 3 as
Machines—
_ Serviceable. | Unserviceable, | Not erected.
| |
Training brigade— i
Maurice Farman, Longhorn .. s i o 3 b F
- De Havilland 6 .. - - v ik s 26 15 3
Sopwith Bomber . . s . o . 4 8 1
Avro Mouoplme s ve 4 e . e 24 5 1
Avro .. . . . we o 14 15 F
Bristol Scout .. b 5 v o . 4 8 ¥
BE 2Cand2E.. ] = - . i 30 16 ¥
R.E. 8 .o Sl St P o 14 9. i 2
Mn.ﬂansyde ‘Scout e A e Gzt 3 2 .
Nieuport Scout .. e o i i 4 2 ¥
SapmtbScout. . o v i e 5 e 1
S.K. 5 e T s 1 L
Ar mstrong- Whtworth . ' oi .- i 3 2 .
Bristol Monoplane AT o k. ix ‘s % 2

(Biij3as) 40 4/18 H&S 5718 wo
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps' [46v] (92/160)

— —_— & . W]
= — P m—— = s ———————
)
D]
e Serviceable. | Unserviceable. Not erected.
s e Xlrcraft. Deptt— |
BE2E .. B e B Do 1 16 . s 1Y
\hrtms)rk- Scout i e ‘% ey i 1 3
Avro . e o ‘e s . .o 2 .
Avro \']nnnplane “ < s . v . | .. 15
Bristol Fighter .. s - i - . B | 6 6
R.E. 8 e .o o v s v et 1 6 19
Nieuport Scout .. T e i3 i T 1 1 | 31
8 3 o 3 e 10
Bristol Mnnupi{m@ oo = K . o &% 2 i 7
De Havilland 6 .. ¥ ded Al e h o ok | 24
Sopwith Scout .. o e . e i . i | 12
Vickers F.B. 19 .. F T : F 4 2
Armstrong-Whitworth 160 B.A.D. ik . . | . ‘ 5
Palestine Hrnde—
5th Wing— }
No. 14 Squadron—
5 BN e e B e 9 A} ‘ v
BE2E.. - i . as s 1 1
Nieuport Scout .. i & . P (Figures apparently omitted).
No. 113 Squadron— |
RS . oa - e Lo . 15 8 | e
BE.2E.. e - e e | 1 ik s
Nieuport Scout. , o e £ s i | ) 3
40th Wing— {
No. 1 \mqtm!un Flying Cor ps- ‘
BE. 2 E SR SR 1 i ‘
“.]rtm\\dp Scout e o= ks i 1 .- |
Bristol ighter, , " e va g 14 3
111 “su]mdmnA
S.E. 5 i i o' pr i 2 | s
Ni wli]mrT '\c ﬂnL 4rd aa i 9 3 4 »a
No. 142 Squadron
T Il Ao B e 2 i [
Martinsyde Scout . & o 1 1 |
Balloons, Egypt and Pal estine. - i 25 6
“X" Flight— | |
BEYE .o o s o 2 o |
Martinsyde ‘qut r - s e ot 4 | - |
16th Wing— |
No. 17 Hqu uiron— | |
B.E i 3 | | s
. . 4 | 1 .
* 4] L e & i 8 | 1 |
Armstrong-Whitworth 160 B.A.D, S o 6 | -
istol Monoplane .. o s i = 1 1
adron—
. 12 ps i - 1 .e
Armstrong- Whitworth e o = 5 1
\nklml‘ B. 19 - «n i % 1 Vi
| BE.2E . . . a 1 ax
| Bmml \lnnupl Ane .. o 1 1
! Arm-lum r-Whitworth 160 B.A.D. 4 2
! S.E. s . e i 3
} Alrcraft |urL-—
B s 1 | 7 2
12 A - ak Sie it 3 | 3 4
strong -W}utwm bh - " = o | 2 o
]i . 2 Cand 2 B o o 5 o 3 8 2
‘\rr::ﬂrn)mr Whitworth ?50 H A.D. 1 .h 5
5 A . o s .s | 1 e
Winhott Pl Thoeic v 51 RSy - \ 1 =
alloons g o -a .e - . 2 [ il .
Slst W |
No. 30 Squadron— !
) 8 b, Ve L 11 | 3
| Martinsyde Scout b 3 1 &
Spad o 1
. . 1
i ! 18
] . 1
. 74 vdron—
{ Bristol Monoplane .. . % . e 1 1 6
l'e Havilland, I:glll.or e e i . 2 ae
5 - S & 6
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [47r] (93/160) é

S Ssrviceable, | Unserviceable. | Not erected
31stdVing—continued—
‘rcrnft Park—
BE.2Cand2E .. . o a4 x 1 | 4 5
. 4 .
o 6
e 8
Sk 5, 1 .o 2
R.E. B v ss ¥a s =¥ o 2 6 )
De Havilland 4 e o - - e atf 1
Balloons uE P in T L . 7 1
Aden—
Balloons .. . v .a g - .= 1
Eastern Aircraft Factory—
RES .o e R i v - . 10
BE2E .. . . . . . . .o . 4

Copy to Army Council, M.O. 2 (a), M.O. 2 (8), M.O. 1 (p), Air Ministry.
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps' [47v] (94/160)
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [48r] (95/160)

38513

SECRET.
)

Q__N A
8

From General Officer Commanding, Mi gade, Royal Flying Corps,
< Egypt, to jlr i;mzstv'y.

Hot tecd. 1O

(No. E. 4508.) -~ g e O 15th March, 1918.

Your No. 21158 and No 23 226, A.O. 1, and No. 38799, 31st July, 1916. Royal
Flying Corps weekly return for week ending 14th March :—

Piluts. ! Observers. J

Available. Unavailable. Available. ‘ Unavailable.
“I'raining Brlg'l,du_h l
No. 103 T raining Squadron ... 12 1 |
No. 105 Training Squadron ... 16 s |
No. 22 Training ::‘-qumlrun 14 2 |
No. 23 Training Squadron 22 &
No, 58 Training Squadron 11 2 l
No. 57 Training Squadron 18 1 |
No. 21 Training Squadron 10 ¥ {
No. 194 Training Squadron ... 12 -
Artillery Observers School | 14 2 2
Sehool Aerodrome Gunners 9 | o
Aerodrome Fighting School 2 5
« X" Aircraft Depot i 4 i
5th Wing—
No. 14 Squadron ... 5 20 19 =
No. 113 Squadron 19 19
40th Wing— |
No. 142 Squadron be e Ll 8 1 [
No. 111 Squadron 7 1 3
One Australian Flying Cor ps bquadrun ) 2 10
Balloon officers in Egypt, and Palestine 33 [
“X” Flight . | 5 1
“X” Aire rafL Pnrk = 2 1
16th Wing— |
No. 47 Squadron ... 26 4 12 2 Fe.
Aircraft Park “ ‘ 1 | <
No. 17 Squadron ... v 21 B 11 | 1
Also balloon officers ! 16 |
318t Wing—
Aircrafe Park ... 1
No. 30 Squadron ... 20 10 3
3 No. 72 Squadron ... : i 1
No. 63 Squadron .. 21 1 12
Also balloon olhcers weel 11 e
India and Aden ... eul 32 - 13 1
Also balloon officers . } | 3 |

A7 PR e | o TR B

Machines—
_— | Serviceable. | Unserviceable. Unerected.
s e T : o
Training Bngnde—
Maurice Farman, Shorthorn sl 7 7 i
De Havilland (1) Fighter 6 | 28 10 6
Sapwith Bomber ... 6 4 3 |
Armstrong-W hitworth Monoplane | 21 8 2 ]
Armnl;roug-Whltwurth | 15 18 !
Biistol Scout - 4 9 i1
BE2Cand2E ... e e 35 14 \
R.E 8 T PR 10 | 15 2 ]
Mnrtmsyde Seout 2 3
BE. 12 .. o Wt o ol 1 ban
Nienport Scout ... ] ]
Sopwith Scout i " & 1 \
L e R e R 2 e
Armstrong-Whitworth ... P < | 2 ;
? 5 3 i
(B14/348) 40 $)18 H4S 5613-8wo 139 (P10, 4
v - "
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps' [48v] (96/160)

139 75 3
]
) L‘ —_ Serviceable. | Unserviceable. Unerected.
i | 4
“X" Aireraft Depdt— | g
BE 2E v 1 | H: v
i & R.E 8 o b 7 7
| Armnstrong- Wlntwmth 1 3
4 Armstrong-Whitworth \lonopllne e 14
¢ Bristol Fighter ... ‘ .h 6
Bristol \[nnopianp i 2 9
De Havilland (1) F1ghber & i 24
! Martinsyde Scout.. 3 1
= Vlaupnn L o | 1 13
' S.E ]
‘ bupwnh “Lnut. 10
| Vickers F.B. 19 ... 4 2
} Armsirong-Whitworth 2
BE:1% i i 3
‘ Palestine Brigade—
RE 8 34 9 i
BE.2Cand2E ... 2 3
Martinsyde Scout 5 )}
Bristol Fighter 15 1
| 8.E 5 7 6 1
Nieuport Scout 4 2 7
BE 12 . 2 z
Bullco:m, Fbypt and Palestine ... 17 1 1
“X” Flight—
BE2E .. . 2 e
3 Martinsyde Seout.. 4 [ 2
De Havilland (1) Flght,er 2 | 1
16th Wing— |
BE I .. 4 | & 7
BE. 2 Cand 2 E 13 & 1
S8E5A .. 6 1 o
Armstrong-W hltwurth 160 B.A.D. 4 1 14
Armstrong-Whitworth ... . 7 2
Vickers F.B. 19 ... 1 1
Bristol Munophne 1 1
BE.12A . e 3 4 4
Balloons 14 1 o
- 3ist Wing—
R.E. 8 32 [ 6
BEEL3E .. 2 5 5
Martinsyde Scnnl: 8 6 1
Spad 6 1 7
Bristol Scont 1 4
Bristol Monoplane 16
S.E.5 1 | 2
De Havilland (1) F ight.er 4 3 1
Balloons 7 2
Aden balloons ... 4
Eastern Aircraft Facbnry—-—
R.E. 8 10
BE2E ... s e 4
' Yetola 9: I / ? g
Copy to Army Council, M.O. 1 (), M.O. 2 (A.) M 0 32 (B), D.G M.
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps' [49r] (97/160) é

-~
From:=

To:= hed

I3 i |
DILL $

R ot
Q.la.  Your T.5547.° No: 72 Squadron sent out with travnsport
complete., In accordance

#ith Tar-0ffice tolamrams 46722 of

November 28th and 47672 of December 1llth.

appropriate sp\res.’;i?)
, Tpra

Coples to:r-

Squadron will comc out completely equlpped,
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps' [49v] (98/160)
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [50r] (99/160) §

Y¥rom:= W¥ar 0fflce
Tot= 0.0.0., Middle Rest Brigads, R.F.C.

Despatohed 4.30 Pente 7-1-1918.
49801 Oipher. O.la, 24th December, Transport ef io. =
jquadron proceeded 3rd Jamuary and Peracnnel.. Please have

Aviation, Baghdad informed.

C.2., Coples toi= D.D.G.H.A. M.0.8.c. goples to:-
GeDa2, M.0.2,

B0 Bomy H.0.8,0,
E‘I.D:a.b. Iln.
He0oRs0e

A-G-l.

D80

De0e

HaQslole
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‘Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [50v] (100/160)
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps' [51r] (101/160)

SECRET.
12/12/17

= 3.p.m.,
Frcmi= War Cffice.

Te:-  G.C.C.Middle East #rigads R.F.C.

47728 ciphor C.1A. Gy
A

Reforenre ~able 46722 eipher C.1l. addr

s36d Mescpotomia

repoatod te yed. Numtor allctted tc thirl Mescpetemia Sguadren

2. Will fcu arronge supply of 12 FPlying Offivces fer this

sgquadren?

0.2+ Coples toi=

]
B b=
L.

S
1
A
8
5
8

BUbasb

HeUsZe0s Copies tore

c ol sldeiie
Jelialoalinta
el o,
Hel.2,
HeUeBom,
Debed.

Andia office,
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‘Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [51v] (102/160)
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps' [52r] (103/160) g

Adastral Ver Office.

G404Cw, Middle East Brigade, R.F.C. Cairo.
5

Despatched 4.0 peme
11t1e:3%s

—y

87/9482, i
47672 Cipher. Os1, Your T. 3221, December 'It.h./@ :
In addition to allotments communicated in 46725 Cipher
0«1 November 28th. following machines also being
despatched Two De Havilland 4's eight R.E. 0's five
Bristol kiomos three S.Ee 5's three spadss ,/ , < |
.0.C, Mesopotamia in his X 5032 of 30th
Hovember considered that he could form squadron with
machines set out in 46722 cipher 0.1,

€C.2., Copies to :- ,sf M.0s24ce Coples to :=

D.G.Mere  (origin) CeloG,S,
Sele2s DusCalG.8,
M.0u24cC0 D.M,0,
LoGals .02
SsD.2sa4 M.0.248.
SeDe24bs D 5D
S.D.2.d. I.0.
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‘Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [52v] (104/160)
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps' [53r] (105/160) @

R2 6

}14§4L275L04%1444;-¢~—

SECRZET.

Despatehed 5345.p.m. 712/17.
Rsecived S.p.m. 7/12/17.

DRIy Os
Dorombor Tih.
Yeur 26722 clphor Cl. Nevember Z28th 1s not very

Pregent allctmentd as communicated in ycur letter
G7/9395 of Novembor 6th ure nct sufficicont for exietimg establish-
ment# lct alcne an coxtra squadron. How do you intond t¢ equip 142
Pregumarly it 12 te be a fighting sousdren, Gencral Baghdad
:‘-.n.it.t';xx tc repeat bis crizinal r‘.\:blg te TYar 0ffice te us and so
my T+317C cof Don nber let and PF 92 of Ncvember 16th were
desputehed in ignorance of this inercase. ;

Gi24 Cepley to -

B

i

gt b

PO LI Lo LI O E
(w iy B2 s ;b

(vl wi ol So kv lie]

ey

b ot e ed f]LhO.
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‘Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [53v] (106/160)
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps' [54r] (107/160) %’

@

Do .

A o

From :- Aviation, Baghdad,
To 1= War Offiee, Handed in 9.20 a.m.

29,11.17.,
Received ¢,35 p.m.

K. 2000,

All four De Favillandwfou; prepellors ex Furmark
arrived badly damaged from faulty packing only two others
advised en route. rlease despatch 10 carefully packed
and theroughly seascned express as machines at present
useless.

C.2. Copies Lo = M,0.2.c., Copies to :=
D.G.M.A. D.C.I1.G.5,
5.D.2, M.0:2.

S, D.2.8. H.0.2,8y

S.D:8:b% D.S.D.
India Office.
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‘Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [54v] (108/160)
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps' [55r] (109/160) %

WVar Qffice.
G.0.0s, liesopotamia.
Repeuted C.in.C., India.
G.0.Cs ,RFeCs, Middle Eest.
£8th November, 1917.

10.48 p.m.

e
46722 cipher Dile X =

Your X,4903. Cun send Sguadron Commander 3

Plight Commanders 5 Pilots and full personnel other ranks
for one Squedron. Remoinder of rilots tc be obtained fron
Lgypb. Machines cannot be sent with Squuadron dbut you huve
been ullotted this month in sddition to those alreudy on ssa
6 R.3.8+, 2 Do Havilland 4, 3 Spads, 12 Bristol kionos,
% B8.3.5's und engines to cover theoee. Vith the foregoing
can you complete sqgadron in time to be vf use for operatione?
C.2s Coples to:~- D‘GlMl"lo M.0.2.0s Copies to:-

CuLeGiBe: -

DeCel.Gs8.

:].M'O.

MsOsBe

M.0.8484

DISlDI s
Indiu OfIice
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‘Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [55v] (110/160)
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps' [56r] (111/160) Q

War Office,

28,11,17,

Handed iIn 3.5.p.m.
Recelved 7.30 pe.m,

Total requirements to £1l11 esgtablishment in aeroplanes and
provide reserve not counting machines allotted or en route as
follows:« BOGYPT R.E.8's 8%, S.E.5's 17. Bristol fighter 7.

AVRO 25, DE HAV.8's 39, SALONIKA 8.E.5's 1, Armstrong

¥W. BEARDMORES 55, ’?-SOFJTAw A R.E.8's 11. DE HAV,4! =

S8.E,5's 3 and any SPADS that can be spafei.‘ AST AFRICA B.E.TUS

2e For month of December R.Z,3 and DE HAV,.6's for Egyptian ?
must be reduced by 50 p,c. and B,E.Tus or Armstrong ', RAFS can
st1ll be taken if nunbers asked for are not available. Engines
as follows: EGYFT 140 h.p. RAF3-90. 200 h.p. HISPANO 25.
120 h.ﬁ. ROLLS ROYCE, 100 h.p, MONOSCUFPAPE &0, 90 h.p. RAFS 60,
SALONIKA 160 h,.p. BEARDMORE 80, | MESCPOTAMIA 140 h.,p. RAFS 5.
RAFS 3-A 3, 200 h,p., HISPANGC 5 and engines for Spads supplies'
BEAST AFRICA 90 h.p. RAFS 2,

C.2, Copies to:~ M,0.2.c4 Coples to:-

Wolf Barry (E,1.)

n

wiwlidEnlol

Indie 0Office.
D.Mov.

e Ot
Seiriy st

LRppococos

.
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps' [57r] (113/160)

OFFRATIONS
P T
C=in-C., India,
ot Despatched 5,30.p.m. 24-11-17.
I e ST Recelved 11.30 p.m, 24-11-17.

Repeated Mesopctamia,

&

I

Reference General Furee Lis X.49G5 cf 23rd,
additicnal asercplans

I strongly supp:rt his request for

squadron,
M.0.2.c. copies tbo:=

1 LT

113
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps' [58r] (115/160) %

» QPERATIONS,

From:~ G,0.C, Mesopotamia,
Tozw- CeliGaS,
CeinC. India
Handed in at 1,10 p.m, 23,11,1%7

Recelived at 11.50C p.m. 23,11.17.
f’r‘"
X.4903, ¢

J T

Your 43143 dated Cot, ééth.
Regarding provision of 3rd squadron asdroplanes, According to
reliabls information Turks now have some 26 aercplanes on this
front and number will be increased by 24 within a month.
Good reason to belleve enemy inténd to maintaln establishment of
44 machines consisting of A.D.G's., and single seatcr Halberstadts.
Against this total of 44 we have 36, In view of comparative
strengths and necessity for undoubted alr superiority on our part
as well as long delay that must elapse before reinforcements can
arrive from England 1t is recommended that if another squadron
can be sparsed 1t should be ? sent, as soon as possible.
Squadron would not bz effective here until 3 or 4 months after

date ¢f despatch,

iea to:-
P (2)
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps' [59r] (117/160) g.

%

(¥ QA ssparto SN

SECRET,

‘

—~
~rom 1= War Office, (Es)).

To 1= G.0.C, Middle East Brigade, R.F.C,, Cairo,

Despatcned 10.45 p.m. 13—1#-1?.

Cipher., A.,3726 B87/9397., Reference your T.2969 of 9th.
Four engines are en route., Four machines are at
Docks for boet which may seil anv day. Three more machines
and four engines are being packed mnd will be ready for shipment
by end of week., Ve can supply further machines but only an
occasional engine. Machines are shipped &s rapldly as space

can be obtained.

G.2+« Qopies to : M,0.8.¢,0dples to :-
. L. A D.C.1.G.5,
b.M.G,
M.0.2.
M.,0.2,8,
India Office.

\sked how many Spads were peing shipped to Mesopotamia

and when.

Reference: IOR/L/MIL/5/793. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

117
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100093236777.0x000076



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100093236777.0x000076?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

‘Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [59v] (118/160)

Reference: IOR/L/MIL/5/793. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence 118
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100093236777.0x000077



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100093236777.0x000077?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps' [60r] (119/160)

From: -

To:=-

X 4317.

<0

BE G B &R,

Aviation Baghdad.

D &ly O
Repeated G.0.C., M.E.B., R.F.C.

21.10.17.

On October 19th numbers 51 and 52 Kite

Balloon sections with number 23 Kite balloon company

Headquarters arrived at Basrah.

P

e

Gopies to:- M.0.2.c. Coples to:-
M.A.Reg. Gl 0.5
S.R.1. D.CoTa0:8
M.0.2.c. D.M.0.
M.0.2.a, M.0.2.
S.D.E% 1.0,
8.D2ba T.0;
8. D.B:a,
Do8:Ds
o N
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps' [61r] (121/160) g I

SESRED

From :- War Office, 20:1041%«

To := @0u053 MEzBq+; RaF.C 6,30 p.m,

43707 cipher,

A A% 3523 57/9400 Badaty 28:10.107:
- 18

with reference to our 43537 E.l.a, 18,10.17.
Sets of engine bearers 25 in tumber for sixty
three squadron have been sent via Taranto Route in case
No. AS314 and marked 0.C.,, R.F.C., "X" A,D,, Aboukir Egypt.
At Taranto Embarkation officer his been advised

of Urgency. Please arrange to transhlp to lesopotamin,

C+2. Goplesito e H.0.2.C0s COples tO tw
Sl
Dulils
E.l.a,
SaDE, Q.
1'1'[-3-2.30
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps' [62r] (123/160) ’

SECRET,

War Office. / 8

Aviation Baghdad,
repeated G.0.,0. Middle East Brigade. R.F.C,

Ki® 18/10/17.

438537 oipher E.1/A 5494.f 87/9397.
{

Refercnce your X.4221 of October 15th,
§ foon as possiblo twonty four sets of bearers made of spruce
sh lining, which are latest medified type of bearers for
being sent you for 63 Squadron; dctails of despatch
will be cabled you. Hagretos for R.A.F.éit‘ Three are cn
route on 3.8, 'Hunnie", six 'ars awaiting shipmont, and a
further thirty six will be sent as z2oon as possiblesdotails
of despatch will be cabled you., All magnetos will be sent
in future in sir-tight cases packed separate to engines, Spad
propellers. - 28 are en route on 8,5, "Hunnie" which sailed
October Bth, - 3C more will be sent; details of despateh will
be cabled as soon ag possible., All Reaits dospatched and being

despatched for H.E.2. replaccment are fitted with ash bearers;

despatched either with the machines or sent you separatoly,

Addressed Aviation Baghdad, repeated (¢.0.C. liddle
T Brigade R.F.C. . -
Tast Brigade R.F % PR ,1(94’&4’“7(.“ r, o RES
. . '}(:(H‘l’ Hnee -
R K Y 1, 0.24c, Copies to =
t.A. Reglstry. D.CueIuGeS,
S.U.E. B‘Il .2 ;
Syl Daleh:
5.D:8d, India Office,
Ma0,1,
Me0,2,8.
H,0.2.c.

s
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps' [63r] (125/160)

From:~- War Office.
To e G,0,0. Maysopoiamnia.
vepean3d G.0,0, Middle dast Brigads
A R.F.C. Caliro.
16,1017,

3 p.m.

43330 cipher 0.1.a,
Referencsa X 3815 datad 26th September. Sanction
glven for addition of an equipment officer 3rd class, and

Staff Officer 2nd class to 3lst Wiagz as from l2th Instani.

C.2

Coples to: -
M-A.Registry.
S.DCEO
S,D.B .
S‘thlbl
S.,D:2.d4.

M
u
F
F
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps' [64r] (127/160)

Prom:—~ War Otfiice.
To:= G.0.0. liiddle sZast Brigads, Cairo.
16th Oetobor 1917.

Be40 Pelie

435263 ciphcr-A 3472 sv;n;\r

0
Reference X 41&4’0 13th from Baghdad. Arrangencnts

are in hand for supply of gpocial propellers with slightly
coarser pitch for use in your Drigadee. Incrcoascd
sstablishment asked for in propellors will be asuthorised

direetly supply can be increased to meet this recuirement.

¢.2. Copies to:- .0.2.c. Copies to:-
M.he Registry
S.D.2. Coleliene
. BedeBeds : DaColaGede
HeOeBate Deliia0e
S.Js2abs .02
F.l. i.0:.2.08.
lel-u- -
I1.0.
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps' [65r] (129/160)

SECRET,.

E:pm:- War Officc.

T¢:~ G.J.C,, Middle East Brigado, Cairo.

léth October, 1917.

3.50 Dem.

43400 ciphors Ae347 /669,
Reference X,4203 of 1l4th from G.,0.C., Mcsopotamias
Positien in rcgard to Rcait Engine Bcarers is as
fallows:i_ Originally spruce bearers were fitted
subsequently ash tearers were substituted not owing to
defect in spruce but owing to bolt-heads tending to
pull into wood.d Subscquently spruce was re-substituted
fur ash. Qur 403¢7 cipher E.J. 3062 of 29th August
informed you definitely that machinces of €3 Squadron
were all right. The position was alsv expleined fully

in our 87/669% 9f the 30th August. Further supplies of

TSR R

R.A.F. 44, magnetms and of Spad propellers being

despatched.

e iuas,

C.2« Coplces to:= M.0,2.c, Coples to:-

M«h. ROEe C.l.G.5.

S.D.2.:b. D.C.1.G.5.

BalBs D.M.O.

S5.D.2.4. M.0.2.

M.0.2400 M.0.2.8.
D.5.D,
1.0,

e . B = il

NQTE. 40397 attachcd.

—
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps' [66r] (131/160)

From:t- Aviation, Baghdad.

To t= Adsstral. Repeated G.0.0., M.E.B., R.F£+ Cairo,
16th October 1917.
X.4221. $o?

R.E. 8's of 63rd squadron fitted with Spruce engine
bearers 4, these now cracked near joint lower bearer. girder
and (one gp. undec.). This defect will doubtless develop .
throughout other machines as weakness is obvious. Bearers should |
be of ash, am endeavouring to alter all machines except 3 fitted |

~#ith ash limdy. but meanwhile complete set of bearers should
be despatohed express.

B.E. type under carriage seem too weak for machine.

All magnetos for R.A.F. 4 A. having arrived in rusty condition
g0 that in some cases armatures could not be revolved this
necessitated dissembling and cleaning and they have given much
trouble sinces All magnetos should be packed separate to
engines in airtight cases. Please send 36.

Spad propellers arriving in unserviceable condilicn,
lamination can be pulled open by hand, send 30 carefully packed
in airtight cases please. Under these conditions difficult to
keep up the stremgth. What is the mature of engine bearers of
R.E. Bs now en route 7
S T A e I4G.8e

SD.2.4. HeDu2oos M.0.2.

HeDo2one I1.0.
D.8.De
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'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps' [67r] (133/160) §

| £4¥

OPERATIONS, / 3

Tam 64040, Hosopotanis.
To [ - 14th October, 1917.
188 pene

X.4n03. :
The machines Pecently peetived from home for 68rd
aquadron R.F.0s are defective as followsie
Majority ReE.0. are fitted with Spruce emgines
bearors instead of Adh. Former are apt to crack and
have, 4t 1z underatood, bosn condemmed at hemeo. Owing
to defootive pucking magnotos for R.A.0 4 & 1 and Spad
provollers have arrived in unservicoable state. Full
particulars are being wired to Adeotrel, London. Hope it
may bo possible to remedy thewe defoots as early as possidle.

Cala'inle
m‘” to D..t .ﬂ.ii.ﬂ.

Reference: IOR/L/MIL/5/793. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence 133
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100093236777.0x000086



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100093236777.0x000086?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

‘Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps’ [67Vv] (134/160) >

. ":P"""'_ Dt e P e O =N .t it ;‘ __,“ _:;:_';*;;j—-—-‘g:’ '

Reference: IOR/L/MIL/5/793. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence 134
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100093236777.0x000087



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100093236777.0x000087?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

'Mesopotamia Royal Flying Corps' [68r] (135/160)

Avlatlion Bagdad.

Perardua Cailro,

repeated Adsstral.
13.10.1%.

X.418%.
A1l propellors should be of slightly cearser
than for Europe owing to e¢limatic conditions,

Engines would not then so readily overheat and
would be obtained.

xiteh

50%

altogether better results
of propellors at least over establishment should be

maintained by all units here.

Coples to M.A. Reglstry.
¥.0e24cC,

135
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Operations.,

CeluGeSa

G.0.C., Mesopotamisa.
0-111-0. » Inﬁ-iat

12th OQctober, 1917.

43143 oiphor Qct oho::j@/

Your X,4015 of October 4th. Paragraph 1 will be

11.0 p.n.

borne in mind, ©Peregraph & is noteds Roference paragreph 2
your propossd composition is sgreed to. Seven moro Spads will
be sent during October. By. WeF.B. you probably mean W.4.B.
200 horso power goared Hispano cngine. This engine is not
,Suitable for Spad but high compression ungeared engince giving
about 170 horse power will be available next month. Austin
Ball machine is not being manufactured end De Hav. 4 machines
camot be sparod &t prosent in eddition to those alrosdy sont.

Spads arc to be roplaced eventuslly by S.B.5. which has a

be tter performance.

Addressed G.0.C, Mosopotamia; ropeatod C.in.C., India.

el M.A. (Rog.)
DeCualiGeSe India Qffice.
‘DeM. Q. Bl

MJ042.

‘Mi0s248a
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Operaticns.

G.0.C. Mosopotamia.
To: C.1.Gs5.; ropeated C.-in-C., India.
4,10.17.

10.45 pem.
X.4015 cipho:.’{,/’/<::)

Your 42316 oipher of Qctober 2nd.

I suggest follcwing 3 points for considoration:-

1. Number of squsdrons. I ocneidor that we should
have 3 squedrons as socn &8 clroumstances permit of
rrovision of & 3rd squadron.

£. Tyre of machines. Compisition of each squadron
should be cne flight acouﬁa and two flights long-distance
reoconncissance machines, 6 Spads and 14 engines type
W.F.B. are required tc effeet this in two oxigting
8quadrens. If substitutior of Austin Ball fir above is

successful, 6 Austin Ball machines with o sngines ard €

2 LS — TR S e R o~ e A i

engines type W.F.B. for existing Spads De Havilland 1
(fightor) 4 machines should roplace 4 flights R.1.8 ns
80on as former can be sparcd.

B «longth of time taken for machines to mater-
ialiec batween time of leaving Hngland end arrival at
Tigris front. It is desirablo, owing to fact that

enemy has some 7 or 8 waoks advantage of us in this

respect and that type of machine is constantly ohanging,

St LS R A | % TR T R L D .

that overy effort should be mads to keep us up-to-date

a8 regardo supply and type of meohines.

M.A. (Reg.)
India Cffige.
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P, OPERATIONS,

From:- C.I.0.S,.
Tois G.O.C., Mesopotamia,
Repeated t> C.in.C,, Indla,
Ooti ist 1917.
9.45 p.m.
No.42518 cipher,

I realize that your position necessitatcs there
Teing no doubt of your air superiority and, to that
end, we will meke every enéeavour to keep you supplied
with up to dete machines, although it hes not yet been
found possible to send you another squadron,

Tt 48 most important therefore that we should have

'eariy information as to the value of the different
types of your machines, and the propertion of each type
wnich in your opinion, are most suitable to local
c;nditions.- This information is especlally necessary
as some typee may not perform so well in your climate

ag they do elsewhere.

.AReglstry (8)
0

oo

nmnoEeEp
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=

-~
i
SECRET.
Fromi~ G.0.C., Mcsopotamia.
To:- War Offico.
Repeated G.0.C., M.E.B., R.F.C.
26th September 1917.
X. 3845,
War Establishment for 31st G.H.4. Wing R.F.C.
details regarding which posted you on September 22nd
has latterly bcen smnctioned by me. Regquest sanction
by wire for appointmont of staff officer 2nd class and
equipment officer 3rd class both of whom are included
in above-mantioned war establishment. Pending final
approval by ycu.
C.2, Copics to:i:- S.D.2. DeCuIleGaBos
¥ S«De24a. D.M.O.
S.D.2.0. M.0.2.
M.A.Reg. (action)M.0.2.a.
M.0el.n. B«Dal.
M.0.2.c. India Office.
F.gl
L >
3 - - o
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S ECREMT,

War Cffice.

General Maude, Mesopctamla,

10th September 1917,

5 p.m.

41043 ciphor. O.l:""_”(:)

Your X.3477 of 4th.
Owing to difficulty of repair Rolls Royce
ongine not considercd suiltable for Mesopotamia.
Sending four dc Hav, fours with R.A.F.3 A. engine
which gives better 1ift and is more convenlent to
maintain in field, De Hav. four 1s intended for
bombing and lorg dlstance reconnalssance and although
well able to protuc£ itself is not designed as a
figrting machine, You were presumably aware #f
all this when asking for these machines,
2opy to:- MN.A: Reglstry. M.J.2. G
Indlia Nffice.
§.D.2.¢.'

W,0:2;a,
M.0:2:04
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?rom:-'ﬁg.o.oo,uelopotamia. Sept.4th, 1917,

To:= War Office. 12 midnight.

X.3477 Sept. 4th, /&D

Your 40309 cipher 0.l.a dated August 28th.
It 1s probable that latest pattern of aeroplane will be
used apgainst us by the enemy. It is therefore important
that we should not be outclassed as far as type of machine
is concerned., Understand from reports that De Havilland
4 with 250 h.p., Rolls=-Royce engine carrylng two guns is
the two-seater machine with best performance in France.

Can you send proportion of these or possibly later pattern?

Copy to:- M.A.Reglstry, action.

DoCqua‘.s-

D.8.D.

S.D.2.

S.De2,b,

S.Ds2.0.

M,0.2.a.

M.0.2.¢,

M.0.2.
IoO.
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e ——

P. . From:~ War Cffice

To:= G,0.C. Middle EHast Brigade, R.F.C.

29/8/1617,

9,45 p.m,

40397 cipher, E.l., E.J.3062 87/8€9.

On arrival kindly cxemine all R.E.0 machinees sent
te you other than those of 63 squadron. Some machines
have developed reccently slight warp in epngine bearers.
Fachines 1vith warped bearers should not be used. Supply
of other bemrers beilng despatched immedistely. €3

squadron's machines are all right.

Copies to:~ E.l,,
M.0.2.8,
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L#’

G M i
i s

War off foe.

ieflaige Bopo higodie Bth August 1617

GuIUD alpher Ueletie
L
Tour A.3313 dated 2ind inntant. lepret sending of
o additional sguadron at present time is imprasctiocable,
Gul deliee Malielie, has been Anztrusted W0 bulld ap and
sintain oulfieient reserves in pilots, obeervers, and other
ranks, 0 meel eventuallitien in Hemopotamime Lot lHaserve will

e maintained in Mesopotauie and Znd lepsrve In Sgrypte.

.
in addition 0 24 Hele8's sent you for lo. 63 Squadron,

4 Bartinepen, ¥ Spode, and 10 Helle2'm are en route for lanra
aleo an additionul ) lHeliei'» and 4 Gpade have deen allotted
sid will be despatoned carliest opportumity. it ie heped
ssopotande will be plased in satisfactory position for
present, by this provisions
oplen Lo ;

Y™ t“:iﬂt!‘]o

jebaleiio w

Jeiieile

ielledla

dediede e

GalilnleBa

elladeite

ligadatle

® snks for reply t0 13077 of 4th Aaguete

.

¥ RE®

:
el foe

B Sk

ot cat™  pvaen
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Fromi= @.H.Q., Mesopotamia, 28nd August, 1017.
Tot= War Office. 1l pem,

lay I have reply to my X. 3,077 of August 4th.

Coples toi= D 0.I.G.8.

H.A.Reg. actlion,
D.i: ‘L'.

G.D.8.

s.v.a.b.
5.D-Q'..
HeDuBomso
“.olﬁ...
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gl@

SECRET.

From := G.,0.0., Mesopotamia. 4.8,17.

To 1~ War Office.

w _/CD

X. 3077. Your 38$30.

Shall be very glad to have another squadron if
available as it is difficult to estimate what number of
machines enemy may bring against us and it would be best
to be on the safe side. Important also that supply of
Machines to replace possible casualties should be well

maintalned.

Copy to:- M,A. Reg. action M.0.2,
s D.G.I.G?S. India Office.
S.D.2.
8.D.2,.b,
8.D.2.c.
llolz.a'
M.0.2.¢,
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a7/9433

From:« War 0ffice,

Tot= G,H.Q, Mesopotamia,
LeBalTs

10,5 peme

38430 cipher 0,1,

Do you consider that your two squadrcnl.i'

Royal Flying Corps will suffice to end of this year for -J

your requirements,

Coples toie=

M4 A Reglistry. He0.24
DeCalsGaS. India Office,
DlSODl

SOD-QO

8.D.2.b

S.D.2.40

K.0.2.2

Ma.0:.2s0
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