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SECRET.
Paraphrase.
From:- G.H,Q.Mesopotamia.
To:- War Office.

Desp. 13.45 ¢
Becd. 09.45 1:

X.853 cipher December 9th, 1920.

In my future distribution of garrison I propose to
have one battalion at Thibban, which is more suitable
tactically and strategieally then Fallujah. Request sanction
to prolong present Fallujah two feet six inch linse to
Dhibban to which place broad gauge formation already exists.
This will economise use of transport and improve

 communications to Upper Tuphrates. ZEstimates cost one Lakh.

s~ Meterial to be mads availsble by lifting Hillah - Kifl railway.
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EA1235 B Baghdad 74/70 1 Sp B.G.

Secy.W.0. Ln,

)/ 5544/29 1/9 Your telegram 24th August 86040 MR2A asa Para.l
This can at present juncture omly be answered pursly
academically there will probably be no opportunity expense
this year para.2. all railway material in country will be
required for repair of existing railway system and nons

will be available for new construction para.3. o aaa

As it is improbable any work will be done this year it is

not feasible to forecast labour prospects beyond saying

they may be regarded as good if labour is imported from

India - General Baghdad.
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APHRAST gn cRET. 121/Rlys/562,
From:= Wap Offleas,
Toi= G.0.C.Masopotemls, Deanetehed 2000 31/8/70.

~. B6142 cirher '.R

Your X, 9853 ci-her fugust Llth,
by Sir Percy Cox Cebinat have
furtver reilwsy constructlion, but

reply to my ci-hor wire of August 23rd No,.B86040

c.2,Coniep to*-

e T s O

+2A, 1004, 1.8, 20,

Panding rerort
dacided to suspend all
maanrthile you should

: i /.
£, R.2A/1002.

o
i
I.
25
8.0, s .
D.Rlys. *.R.2A, D.F.W,
Wals W, Lord f‘l"‘”OI‘i.
D.C.E Paris.
0,(Mr,0v1 ~hant), F.0, {Nr,0sborns}.
(P.N.Z.) Ad (Cent T.ane.
0,(Co), Penva)., I,0.(Mr.Gerbatt).
0.(Mr.,Montaath,

#
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Dosp

Ll
86040 cipher M.R.2.a./1002 23.8.20,
Your X,9753 cipher August llth.
1. Can you pglve an approximate indiecation as to how
expenditure would be divided between this and subsequent
-
f, inaneial years and time required for conatruction
in 3ach case. *
e What is wvalus of existing track and rolling stock to
be utilised in each caso? H
3 In anticlpation of sanction is labour being retained !
i
and to what extent? If not, what prospects argc there of j
obtalning additional labour? ﬁ
C:2.Copies to: S.of S, U.S.of 5. Sec. 2 l
NMae Do .}i:"r. M.G.0.
~ i
i
ir .Ogborne ) ,
3

Sl -
\ Goarbett) . !
I,04(HMr,.Mont

s gibe e oSa st 1l Ga JOR/L/MIL/S/790 tg 4l
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »l/archive/81055/vdc_100094403024.0x00000a :4sai il sk 458 e (ya se!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100094403024.0x00000a?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

"IV ) (bl 1) 2 B [Vl b ghd] Adpan g Lpypaal) <)
(VeI ) [B]

s siie da S daad ) 1l Ba JOR/L/MIL/S/790 toa el
http://www.qdl.qa/4x =V/archive/81055/vdc_100094403024.0x00000b :4xd il ki dg8a e (ya el



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100094403024.0x00000b?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

"IV ) (bl 1) 2 B [Vl b ghd] Adpan g Lpypaal) <)
(\‘V~[\ \) [31]

el

/U [

PARAPHRASE,

121/3/1692. 5

From: War Officse,

86003 ciphem ji,RePei./1001,
Your X,3.36 July 6th,

Subject to expendiiure Inwolved heing

Wire this early

aenarately anfd
nrovision if any fo»r thein was covered in sstimates for
~ such clothing and stores containod in your cable

/6126 Lecember 19th, 1919,

Paracrach 5 agresd to,

Parasranh 8, You v reply not undergtood, Civil |

Commisslonsr must he presserd to assume at early d

@
w
3
=]
=]
o
s
I
I
[
8
o
=3

for mmning the »eilways, inc

o responslibility for all current transactio

question of valuation and resenvi

A
other financial adjustments of past transactions., Arove {

ig subject to assista

o fran you in case of emergoncy.

Iroas: (Mr.Millar),

Lord
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PARADHRASE, SEC RET.

PRIORT™ A, oA 7
Froum: G.H.Q. Hesopotamia, {O_‘O
Tq: War Offices

Deap, 19356 11.:9.20.
Recd, 1200 18,8420,
B | C\"f i

))

X.975% cipher Aurust llth, /
S
Part l. Vour 85432 M R.-2s July 2ad.

L. 13,000 pounds is approximate cost of detailed survey

? Kinpgarban to Arbluel, At present no officer available 1In i
Mesopotamia for surveys Preliminary reconnslssance done in
1918-1919. gost of construction Kingarban to Arbluel

£ (exclusive of rolling stock and locanotives for which at
present price 320,000 pounds at least required) not less than
1,668,000 pounds., Improbable thet any of this stock could
be supplied by India. Above paged on 50 pound ralls costing {
20 pounds per ton in England.
2o Cost of survey of Baghdad to Hit line 10,000 pounds.
Preliminary roconnalssance already done. Cost of constructlon
on standard gauge not less than 690,000 pounds allowing for the
utilization of material for existing 7 Samarrah-~Shorgat linee.
While Ba~hdad-Semarrah gectlon maintained existing rolling stock r

gufficient for military traffic onlys The route most suitable

1D

for military purposes would permait extension westwards and would

gerve probable commercial demandss Egtimetes provids for lincs

1ightly equipped tut of permanent nature. All figures based on

2 shilling rupces.

'Y
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artillery %end Engineers attachod.in each casc to a battallon
with a corresponding weduction in transport in addition to
transport required for machine gun corps. This last is }
egtimated fop She Kirkuk line to amount to 1 Mechanleal

~~ |

" ' Pransport Company (50 3 ton lorrics, ) 79 ?Ford Van Companies, F

2 Army Transpori Companies and trangpo»t hired at a cost of

some rupees 050,000 & month,.

Part 3. This saving on the Ket lightcers would bo the amount

0 1ift a 7 100 tons a dayw. Civil Commission !

o
o

of river cwaf
?has already expresscd gencral concurrence and according to g
?telegram No. 76223 of November 28th ? 1819 ? and (1 grow A
undec, )48 of June Sth 1920 has urged constructica of boih lincs r"'rf':‘ £ ;-"
He contemplates a branch line on the metre gauge from Bagubah :
to Samarreh which will seryve that town and an important

agricultural c)i.stricb much better than the existing standard

gavge railway. At the same time he points out that no

guarantee can be gilven thai the 7Kingavban line would pass throl
Arbluel town as fram Altunkupri, Other alipnments may
prove t0 be betier on investigation. |
4th and last "part, On this linc the first need is t0o reach

Kirkuk, Civil Commissloner further emphasizes the fact that I

existing linos require considerable expenditure to complete and
that there are great difficulties in obtaining personnel at present,
A consideration of the Baqubah-Samarrah line and the extenslon

to Mosul vie 7Kirkuk 1s strategically desirable line running up
right bank of Tigris would be more difficuli to defond than this one. |
0y2.00pics t0; 840F ¢ UeSeof S, Sec,y Ay QoMoGy DoQubaGe Kol ,0,y,
CololroSe Dol elolefle, DoideOs Dl a4, !u'O,]..E.i%a.Eb,S.tl., DalsIe
DeDeMoeIs, M,I._'Z-?.b.ﬁ,, DuS4Day Dediovs & C\‘..l AyD, FE oy MeRe28,., |
DueFoHa, FoligBe, WeFey, Lord Curzn,, I,'A’C.ﬁl ? Paris,, |

F.0.(Mr.01iphant),, F.0,(4r,Ocvornel,, d’(ﬁ.iﬂ.l.}., 44,(Capt,Lanc),, §
I,0,(Col.Pepys)s I,0,{r,Carbott),, I.,0,(Hr,Montesatn), |
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121, (el
oms War Office,
10 GnV.Co Mcsopotamia, ‘
DcsPe RO4E 5.C,20,
BESED ¢ e et /087 ¢
our X.2964 Marc
~ Y le 84553/ 4
I mcer of 1 of
t of emex 2 3
U * pres 3¢04Cs is deciding authority
hether of requires such steps to be taken but before

taking action Civil Cammissioner should be eonsulted,

forsarded to you but at prosent

the matter is under discussion between Indla Office and Forulign

I c rd C

'z e

r.Ogborne) . |

DeleMoGe

2ol sl
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i P I
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Desnatched 1340 28/7/20,

PAR/PHRAST, SECRET, /i~
PERATHRASE, SECRFET. /,\ 3
Rooeived 2200 30/7/20,

From:- G,0,.C.Mesopotemin,

Tos= War Qrflce.
X. 9671 ciphor July 26th. Part 3,

Thst slthough from militepy stendpoint e line of water
holos of (7)El)mat Rutbeh and Eldjid mey be desirsble 1t will
probebly (group undec) railwsy alipgnment,

Note. Wedl Huseiniyah not shown on map but followe genersl
southerly direction {grnuﬁ £232231wir for 26 miles up to which
distrpnce it hes heen reconnoaitred, Lnt&r pOPORrs Lo tura
epproximrtely west gnuth-west for (?)30 milas, (grsup undec)
(?)Object of 3rd reconnaissanca to investigerte line up the
valley of Wedl AmedJ curry out further recomnelsscnge of
Wadis Hus~sinliysh and Amed). {?)7nllawing conclusiocuns (1 group
undec) arrived at. That most precticrble sligngment up to the
present sppesrs (group undec.) Kubrgioh Kesrkubbez up pight bank
{
of ¥edl Amed) to E1 Hemsd through the pleine (?) reported to
exist from 26 to 55 miles (?7) eouth of Akebsh, Above represents
preliminary reconnaiesances to dste,

C.2, Coples toia

ari wl W

0. D,
Pl DiF N PR
ord Curzon, I.D,C.E.

0, ‘Mr,0liphant). ¥,0.(Mr.0sborns),
0. (¢nl.Penys), I.0.(Mr.Garbott).
0, (Mr ,Montonath),

(D.N.X,)., Ad,(Commander Leng),
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- SEORET,
Poraphirase . ”44 b
Fraii- G.H.Q., Mosopotamia, T : ) !
Toi= War Offico. ‘F;"Jj’ )

spatched := 00.20 25,720 \ ]

Rcc:\ivod'- 08,00 28,7420 2%) |

X,0671 ecipher July 25th. Reforonce your *86197 M.0.2+ June 21st.
. Part 1. i
A1l map referencos to Asia serios seole 1/M.I. It was
df‘oided as o result of Major Burton's rcconn\isua.nca between [
: Kub(l r;roup undec.m and Mu.h("ci}ulro in Mu.rn:n tha ‘b ‘sountry
traversed was cuitc possible for construction of railvay.
A His party was looted, records and maps being destroyed.
Es Major Holt carried ocut 3 further reconnaigsance of

preliminary nature. Object of first was to ascertain feasibility

of a stralght aligmment followed fron lezbil group undeo.)h
westward in the dircetion of Kasr Kubbaz orossmg Shaib Amed)] and
eontinuing along water shoeds Netween W'\d!.a (1 group und.a—c)'m

(1 group undes.) Kejel (1 Group undoc.) Harmd and crossing slopes
s of the Jebel A,aza towards Fovalazrak. Owing to brokon ground

further south ocnﬂluaion wos dravm from t.his reconnalsscnce that

1ino must pnas within quartor of a milo of Kubbaz. Part 2 follows.
-

Part 2.

3 The second rar-onnaissunce was planned to ascertaln first

the feasirility of a line from m»....h to Muhaiwir then west of
wadl Hauran snd between Shnibo.c,herri and the Wadi Hauran to
Elhomsd and secondly to ascertoln foosibility of line Kub,.sh to
Amed) and along the watersheds botweon the Wadis Houran and Amedj.
Following conslusions werc dravn fron this recormalseance. Flrst
that an alignmont vis Muhalwir elther west of or up the Wadi Hauran
1s ot an expensive and winding aligmicnt. Secondly that between
Wadls Amed} and Husainiyah presents a good possibility (1 group
undeg.) line (1 group undec,) running for mony riles up the Wadi }
Husainiyah, Part 3 follows. {
Gl Go iea to:=-ARMY COUNCIL. D.H.Os D.IV MeOs H.0s1a22042D.3e4040, ]
D.M.I. DD MeIu M,Y,2. 2B. 4, 84 DsB.Ds D.Ds S. D S.D.L. D.Q.HsGo
M.0.6, AJDRLlys, M.Re2. Lord Curzon., I+DeC.E+ DOMKM.AL.(D.N.I) .
O.(Mr.ollphﬂnt; F,0. (Mr.o.,borno). I.o.!cm..ropvs). 1.0. (M Garbett

1.0,(Mr. Montcath). Ad.(C or 7_
NOTE BY g,2, % Probably 85170 12/e/oo_ e %
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-~ (2)(Xer)arban to #=ld to
Arbil will pgive g 132 o fror
Arab attack an at the same 1ime ac¥»wo military purpeses
with regerd to (giovp ur deca) ond scuthern Kurdistan.
Be Cur positior on the Evphrates will be greatly strengthencd

ty the railway to Hit.
4 I strongly press for sanction for the conatruction of bhoih

these lines, With resard to the former reference is invited to

my private cuirespondence 1in which its commercial advantages

weroc set forth.

C.2.Copies to:

o ¥

0 4 £

Zo=zUarn

=]

=l
[o]
"
L
(=]
)
#
e
w

é o]
;u‘(‘b'zli:fct

ok
:

-
=S

s gibe e oSa st 1l Ga JOR/L/MIL/S/790 tg 4l
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »V/archive/81055/vdc_100094403024.0x000022 :dsai il jhad 458 o (ya se!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100094403024.0x000022?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

"IV alaall (bl ) 33 B [eVlany) b ghi] Ay dgyasl) A
(YV Y E) [BYY]

Y

s e de Sa Auad ) 1l G JOR/L/MIL/S/790 e sl
http://www.qdl.qa/4: ~V/archive/81055/vdc_100094403024.0x000023 :4x<d il ki dg8a e (a el



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100094403024.0x000023?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

g "IV Alaall (padl ) By A [eLaY) Jaghd] duliu g paaal) dad)”
(YV 1Y) [sYA]

Yo i gk i Sa dmd ) 18 Ga JOR/L/MIL/5/790 :g sl
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »l/archive/81055/vdc_100094403024.0x000024 :dsai )il jhad 458 o (ya se!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100094403024.0x000024?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

Q "IV alaall (bl ) 33 B [eVlany) b ghi] Ay dgyasl) A
(YVI¥R) [BYA]

™ s e da Sa Amd ) 1 G JOR/L/MIL/S/790 (e sall
http://www.qdl.qa/As »=V/archive/81055/vdc_100094403024.0x000025 s M ki 4ia e (i e



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100094403024.0x000025?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

"IV alaal) () 3 B [V b ghi] dba g dgagand) S
(YVI¥Y) [9Y9]

From: 0.H.Qs E gypt,
To: War Office,
—
74%/¢. cipher Junc 21st, G

Your 55179 M,0.2, June 12th,

Have directed Wgoterhouse to return ag soon as
work in Palestine finished as tribal situation makes it
unlikely that reconnaissance can te undertaken over Jordan
for considorable timeo,

Ker also returns next month, 111 wire further
details shortly of preliminary railvay and pipe line survey

o~

ag far ag Jordan crossing which I understand is nearly
complete.

C.2.Copics to!

ARMY COUNCIL

Yv
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Poarapnrase,
121/3/1602, v
Frani- War offies,
Tot= G.0.0., Uesopotamia.
Despatehadte 180,00 15.6.,20.
~0=0= 0= 0= Q= =0=On D= Qm D
PART 1.

35200 ciphor M.R,2.4/684,

Your X.8612 April 28ta Parts 1 md 2,

1, Approval given to your action in part 1 para 1{(A) and 1(B).
Owing to mutiletion in telegram send by post c¢opy your Q.5126/2 of
Maren 30tn, :

- 2, Your para,8. You may continus cs a purely temporary
meesure to supply rations, clothing, tentege, medical am
sanitary services to the Civil Commissicner far wnicn charges
will be ralsed vgainst elvil govermment, Detalls of such
supply snould he resorded as from let April and should include
wnaet is nanded over at transfer as a separate iterm, Lp tO
recovery of cost furtner instructions will follow,

Wnen does Civil Conmiss ioner expe~t to be able to undertake
these services nimself and what is spproximate expenditure

# invclved, Canhe srrange frem lst August or earliier %

3, India Office has assumed responsibility for supply of
raflwey stores and shipment from England, and Wer Office 1is
no longoer responsibls,

apt 2 _fcllows,

L]

4, Army can continue supplying reilways wlth fuel oll so long
as oil carrying flaet remalns in military nands, But 7
undorstood from nis 3287 of 12tn Marchn to Indla Office that
oivil Oownlssioner considered thils course uneconamlcal, and

ana anxious for oll supply to be carrled out by civillan agency.
5, Wnat ere your views as to Army undertaking rallway coal
supply ? Tels mey be sgreed to as a temporary measure 1 o

necessary.
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-
8. A8 regords stores from India this would sppsor to be
for settlement between India Office, Civil Commice ner, md
Indian Munitions Bcard,
7+ Tnc fixing of civilian rat es in primerily for the
Civil Gommlsoloner who will no doubt consult witn yeu,
lililtary rates snould taen be fixed ahout 25 per ~ant less
than eivil rates,
8+ Report mpproximate sstimated dats of completion of
trons fer,
9, India Office has seéen and approved this telogram.
Ci2s
-
Fol:2,3.5,
HeF.
D,S.D, DD,S.D. 8.D.2, i s

0.0, 4:,G,7,
QuM.G P

Ly Fa8s

M 2ede

Treasury (Mp.¥Whterfield),
Kr.0lipnant).
Kre.0sborne),

.

0
F.0
D .
e Is)s

L. Penys)e
JGarhatt),

'
V6B
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+{co
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D
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(Mr,Santiall),

s |
ord Curzon,

i
Ad.
1.0
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1.0
Lor
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To i~ G.H.Q, Erypt, repeated G.H.Q., Mesopotamia.._
G : Po

21/2/1604,
'Y
Despatched 1325 12th June, 1920,
£5179 cipher M.0.2,
Stated by Anglo-Pers that you have informed
Waterhouse that there is no prospect of croscing Jordan for

another six months, Presumably this is on account of weather and

algso tribal situation, If correct, direct him =nd Turragl

S,
to return London on completion of work in Palestine.
Wire brief report on progress to date of preliminary
and detailed surveys of reilway and pipe-line.
Addressed Egypt, repeated Mesopotamia, who
will please Wire similar report,
C.2, Copies to :- @&rmy Council,
e 4. B,
-— +D:8.0, 8.D.8,
Q.M.G.B,
-~

mmand Lang).
*.0ahorne), F.0.(Mr.0liphant),.

Tl
Lord Qurao
I.0:tCe).Pe )
L1.0.(Mr, Garbestt).
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carried

to total
2.
aux

ut and B

of the 117

arrangeme

'of rallway

1ist of fleet you propose to retain showing vessels i
~
” in reserve. teport should also include classified gta

/eabe/il.R.3/3248.

: PEEAm M Ar
our &/5543/1 May

o +4

U1l0N e

llot clear how your charges for to
Baghdad by I.W.T. are celculated. suantities to be
daily multiplied by rates mentioned do not work out

costs

quo ted for year.

| expenditure is due to

re Lrs dredging etc
be an amy liability if

Civil Administration take delivery at Sasra

tons daily you for the

nts for

report on sbove points with

penditure on operation, mdintenanee and shore

Regarding terms of service of personnel.

Contracts

¢o
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121/1WT/1688 .

COFY OF TELEGRAM,

| G R b - A
70te G,0,C., BAGHDAD, A i
41425/ MRS/ 3245/27 .4,20,

Your Q/6543/A April l4th,

What is spproximate divislon of fuel oil to be

i A dgelivered monthly at Baghdad, Kut, ete,, as between
L (A) Fleet execluding vessels carrying oil,
(B) other Army Requirements.
(C) Railways.
(D) Civil Administretions other than Reailways,
= (r) Sales to Civilians,
- Give similar particulsrs regarding petrol and kerosine,
Se XXXXXZX
4, Can you give any idea of cost per ton of delivery at
various destinations of this oil by military agency,.
K.R.5, Coples to U.5. of 8,
{ —~ T QoliGa
‘ dalilGa6,
D,8.7,

D, Wovs, & Quartering.
AJF.B,

G, of 5, & 8,

Fnso

India Ofrice,
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G0.Cs RFaghomac,

fo. eerotary, "ar Cffice, London.

Your telegmm 28/¢ 414R5/HRA/3245.
1. Folloving are mentily rejgulrements of 041 FPuel all in B ns
ander headlnye given.

GLAL (4) Fleeb 885
011 oarriers 2)00
{B) Other army regulremente 820
{C) A=ilwaye B4C
(D) Uivil Adninistration other than
Beilways not allowed for.
(%) Aversge ssale to Civilisne 185

Aotuel flgures feor fleet fnel iﬂ# intermedlate 0ll stations Vetwean
N

s+ and Peghdad.

(£} Flest 1087
241 earriers £43 tneludes supplies
to Ald Gwarbl.
(8} 10
(‘7} b, L%
(D) es for Faghded,
{ e e gn 210
{2} Fleet
€41 carriers
(8)
(e}
(b}
» (E)
K sRb, (2) Pless
041 earricres
\B)
{c)
(D)
1§.4)

£, PFoliosing 2pe monthly requiresenta, petrel and kerosine in tems,

80
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£142,368 per snnum,

cost of delivery of
s gbdad .

a5 T .

Bespm.

Informetion recel ved

L. sking total eost indluding maintonanee of olil fleek at

£11,863 per month, the approximate proporiionate

fusl oil, petrel, and keronine worits out per tea:

£l. 18, 0d.
£l. 9. 84d.
2. 24.
B Bd.

nese chearges do not include pumping and storage charge.

aung thet £ .F.0.0. Bave paprshesed oil carving

bapges with & view to despeteh overseas and that they have not

epies frem MRS Wi-

purchaged towing 2tesmers and do not propose dolng se.

die Cffige.

L

o)
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),

COPY OF TELEGRAM.

10.5.80.

b= G«CelCs, Baghdsd

far O0ffiee, Lopden.
/88451 15/5

4 With reference to previous telegrams it appears desirable

to regroup the remsone why it is still necesssry ae a8 temporsry
messure to maintaln part of the existing I.%.7. organissation for
the maintenance of the Army, and to restate that the principle that
the I.W.T. is to be reduced in scoordance with econmomy is fully
recognised and ie belmg put into effect &8 far ae possible. A

Fare 1. 7The strategionl valus of the river ap en unbresakable Line
of Communicsation has stood the test of the past ¥ar whilet the vmluej
of the Railway has yet to be proved. it lies on the fleank of all
military organisetions exposed to irab attacks and in meny csses
erosses rivers at which plece it is eapily destroyed.

Pars £. The railways are ss yet unable to afford the military
eufficient tomnage to meet requirements which average 783 (v ) tonms
daily. Thie figure is taken from sotual deliveries during the last
three months.

Pors 3. 'The Oivil Adminictrstiom in their E&SEys March 2§d deolined|
to teke over the formetion of s Government Marine.

Pars 4. There is to-day mo civilian organigstion in existence in
this country to which the onr?lng. of the militery stores cem be 1
entrusted with confidence. }Qﬁi&éfuuﬂlhle thet & ¢ivilian organise-
tion might eventuslly be perfected to which the carrisge of stores
could be handed over, but the charges would apyroximste st 1least

40 rupees per ton Beasrsh - Beghdad, whereas I.W.T. chargee amount to
£6 rupees snd passengere carried free.

Pare 6. The esrrisge of oil. The railways are not yet able to

carry oil which enteils » delivery of 12,500 tonme per month,
exclusive of eivil requirements other than railways. The supply of
o1l at Baghded is vital to the Army and to the rallweys, ote. and |

there ie no other orgerisation inm the countiry except the (v following)

I.¥.7. which is capable of handling the problem of oil dl_n.:w
ooy (i e

SR e —
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The A.PeC.Cs are boring for oil et NAPT FHANA and expect shortly
to be able to supply oil near Beghded by pipeline. Understend they
gre not willing to purchese the 0il fleet ms they anticipate that

4 t will cesase)
Ao cervices of distribution of oil from ABADAN (Z\ar Rtrut-g ) in &

;h,‘ir or s0. Consequently (7 ) they are mot prepared to expend so
;ﬁﬁch capital in the purchase of » temporary orgenisstion.

Etra 6., It is therefore for two main ressoms (&) the carriage of
militery stores, and (b) the earrisge of oil, that the flect must
be maintained.

Pera 7. Agein, &coording to the terme of the sale by Lord Inchosps
8ll ships sold hsave to bde deliveresd in catisfactory condition.
Certain have to be strengthened propered and desputched overseas.

It hes been sgreed that thic iz to be carried out by the I.W.T. This
entalle maintenapee of dockysrd and personrel. Consequent on the

&bove ressons, & budget was submitted in /5167 of arch 3let to
[YY- Baga & ;
deal with 600 tome carge daily (sutometing to Kut, and for 300 tons

(of ¥ thie) to be carried on hy river from kut to Bughdad, snd an
0il fleet necessary to deliver 8&'9-«\ tone per monmth. pefence vessels !
medioel vessels, subeldiary eraft Lecesssry, dockyard buoyage

feoilities for all. Considerable sanxiety has arisen or question of

pay of personnel for the sbove services and to sllay diseetisfaction

amonget [.W.T7. officers owing to uncerteinty of their employment ]

(¥ personrel omitted
propoee te publish June let sp order giving, such ss i# recommended
and necessery in order for above services, & definite contreot until

4pril let 19E1, service to be on rste of poy referred to in my letter

Bl.3450 /8167 unlese should receive telegram from you
I submit suoh

to the contrary
will be essentisl ee whatever reductione or slterations

(Y impossible)
in the stremgth of garrison will be carried out (sdIl-trewts )

entirely to do without the I.§.7. before early next year.

K.Ra35, Coples to T, of 5. & B,
Fabie
Uatie Of B
De Hovs,
Al obe

el gl

India Of loe,~
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TN aloTe
LATC ,:i_;
4\
COPY OF TELEGRAN
Fro C onmn er, Bag a
4] 1
-~ ‘
at ed 1o4.2 eceiv at India OF
41

4117. Your telegram dated larch (7. War Office &%
W""f tonnage. (1) Railways are at present carrying about 350 tons

of Military Stores daily from Kut +to Bagdad 250 from Basrah

to Bagdad and 100 from Hillah Bullabunt and can guarantee

”~ priority up to these figures from lst.April. (2) As the Buphrates

line becomes more develcped its carrying capacity with the
existing stock will rise to about 1000 tons per day provided
the requirements of the left bank system remmsins as at present,
(3) I understand that Army requirements are estimated at about
800 tons per day from Basrah. to Bagdad and 100 tons per day from
Hilleh Bullabunt. (4) Later on during the year we can guarantee
priority up to these figures. i.e 350 tons Kut Bagdad 450 tons
Basrah, Bagdad and 100 tons Hillah, Bagdad or altermtively if the
Kut line is closed down 800 tons Basra Bagdad and 100 tons Hillelk
Bagdad. (5) It is not possible for the moment to sey when I shall
be able to carry these traffic but it is hoped to do so in 1620
(6) The figures given would need modifications if military demands
on metre gauge lines north of Bagdad were materially increased
over present normal requirements, (7) It is noted that we are
agked only for a guarantee of priority which is a very different
thing to guaranteeing a specified tomage. In- the latter ie a

guarantee impossible to give in the present unfinished state of
these Railways

ov
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Pareporasds
Fromia Gu.H-Qa, Weaopotanise

Tot= Wer Office.
Teapatened te 13,10 28,4.20Q,

Recaivadid L7420 50,4420,

MTED

711l settle minor detaile subsequentlye

- Qe Ve 3 e Y D Dw D= O =

X,8612 cipner April 28th, 8econd end last part.

4,
(4) We pointed out in reply %o wire that ?Army

N
Department Indle would no longer bA rsgponsible far recruiting

taonnical personnel, oxcept for military formations, tnelr

responsibility for militery fomations, @nd that remaining quas

|
1B civil 7Indians suen &s reilways ard ports would be recruited by

i
civil Admintstration Agency &8 tnese units were snortly to be |
trans farrsd to clvil ?employaas (January 1920). |
| () It was pointed ont, by Civil Administration tnat

|

railways needsd speclel consideration end that, pending definit

an &
orders from His Mejesty's Government (1 group undec,) nis
Le=

pgeumption of control of railways {1 grouh n})rlec.), unable to

initiate his own recrults settlement. Wa tnerefore instruct(?ed

Rallways after consultation with Civilian Canmissioner, to send

” a Railway Officer to India at once to arrange to take over dep.

necessary for railway rserulting and ssked India to carry on
bt ?

until April 1lst or until ?railways were in a position to tnink

over witnout interruption of recruiting. Colonel Stowell sent

to Indin for this purpose in February, (January 1620) .

(0) In April General Lubbock was sent to India in

|
order to clear up situation witn instructions to snow correspbmu

dence that paesed regarding transfer of railway anl endcavour

to arrange Tor some gatiafactory 2racrulting arrangements tom

press ing nesds tndependently of wnetner railways wers administ

by Army or civilians, So far no reports have been received

from General Lubbock..
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n

B Noted,
| 64 Civil Commissicner agraas in order to aveid
i otherwise inevitable ?hindrances Lo finance being completed

{ - as for Marech 31lst providea that we are prepared to comply
s N
! with paragraph 6 of nis wire 3277 Marcn 12th to India and

provided that War Office accepts rate fixed for civilian
{ o traffic, Would be glad of instructions en this point,

Ho have sgresd to raragrapn 4 a8 no expenditure is incurred,

|
\L‘ On raturn of General Lubbock from India adminis trative
i

transfer will he campleted,

Telegran very co rapt,

C.2. Coples tos-
ARMY COUNCIL.
D,M: Q. L,D,M, 0,
K. 02 Pa, 3
«Ls D,DM, I,
M.I.2. 2D,

D.8.D B,01.8,.0, S8.D.2,
. P

v\ Te e

I.D, G
Ad.(D,N,I.),
i I.C.(Col.Peny
| I.0.(H

1
!
“ H. %2 2a
1
f

8
ir.Garbst
ir.Shonti
Lord Qurzon,

0 chs
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De 420,
Fe 50,
X. 8612 cipher April 28th, Part 1 A f
,‘Q." |
Your 64553 M.R.2.a. of April 16tn/
s [ Director s informed: nder Q. 51268/2 of o
{not forwarded to you),
rallway to eivil ac nigtratior
) pandi ture and.- sanction
5] tied to G.H.Q.

to be kept of a1l expenditure ozcu

after Norch 318t {sroup undec.) this, so adjust ts
with civil coule e T herecafter. Ssnetion has gince onil been
ugtion, no record of numbers 1, 2, 3, 5 and .

th 1919) which were included in the

(s
3
o
j
'e)
[
ot
= 3
@
O
o
i
b
[
C
o

Commissioner eXpressed his general .oncurren

-—With the the Daurah cc (vide his ielezram
3168 of Ma 10th addressed to the Indie Office). These Works

were roeferred to (?) slso with the request that we might be

iMgthis exponditure had recelve

a
!
.

@

)

o

=

A3

o
v

ct

o

q

0

e
H

to the Indie Office =s
to shut down all works endit woild
be Ilncurred, This action at

without our knowlecpe no Fresh amalpsmation concern was undertalen
and to efficiently watch over War Cffice interests and secondly

to ensure that what capital expenditure was undertaken was carricd

out with the full consent md lmewledge of the Civil Commisaicncr.

e ——

e ——— e e T C———
——————— - N
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Trust that this dual action 1s clear and that Council understand
i1t 18 our appreciation of the poliey that funds-for

capital expenditure would not be provided ? that &termincd

our actiom. i
N

Your telepgram 84132 of Mnrch 13th noted./

(o Pageing of Director of Ralilways to civil noted.
[ 5},‘ First part of vour para. 3 mutiliated please repeat.

Second part. We note puarantes of priority can only

be grantced. This compels us to retain eraft vp to military
- —

tornage =nd personnel requirements which cannot be carried by

railways, Minor detalls will be settled,

x Noteby C.2. Repeated as requested.

C.2. Copiles to ;= Army Council,

— D.M.0. D.D.M.O,
M09, a3,

D.M.I. D.D.M.T

M.I.2. 2h,

Lord Curzon.
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- SE®RET

Desnatened:— 18,00 17.4.20,

§5 Understand tnat you consider railways should summit tn vou

all applicaticong for funds anl sanct?

ind currsnt expenditure and Railway Budsets. This 1s not tie

£

intention of my 84110 of }

provision is {or

capital railway iturc or provision of astock but

only for such cha: are likely to he raised by Clvil fer

conveyance after April lst of militery stores and personnel ard

for construction work of purely military nscessity, %ij Galyara
03

extensions It ias made clear in my B4132 March 13tnftnat sanction

10 Capital Works 18 now g motter for India Qffice and Civil,

Former are now wiring Civil regarding Capital Works for thils vear.
= Pd D.Rallways will not now be rasponsinle to you bust to the
{
Sa &8 regards guasrantess mentioned in your X,8384 March 18/

b
Civil have 1n their 4117 of April 4th glven necsssary guarantes

for priority of military stcres on rallways,. Presume you gre
hal ree , - o |
aviare of this vide my 36384 HMaren 19th, 45 ragaris your ¢

4pril 1lth, in present state of railways guarantes of pr

is all that could be given ard it is considesred vour di
under tihls head is now removed, Minor details can be settlu

between Civil and yourself without referencs nare,
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-
-
pe
4, 48 regards difficulty in ”-ar:ruttm-rt and your X,8495/ ;
April 1Gthy Mhat sction did you take on 2363 S0 0k cenbor 191n
! from India to you walch suggests you mignt use the agoney
I wialeh Clvil nad been ampowerad o set up . Tals 1s in any
: cuse & questlon for civil and India 0ffice to AXTrange,
5. Regarding right of reqhisition ses my 84366 April lst,
Under prasant arrangements cannct foresee any difficultics and
e for the future this 18 a part only of the questlicn of the

resp ective powers of the Civil Administrator and the G,0,C.
6, It 1s considerad by the Council that there is now no

point wnich should defar the transfer wnich snculd bse A

campleted at onee, Thils disposes of vour X.8508 1.,pril/;i£th.

Report complation,

C.2, Coples to!.
AR"IY CGU‘HIL.

DyCotde Gy

F.l-?-3-5-

)

D.S.D. B.D, 8,0 BuDu2a

D,0s 4.G,7, i

Ge Me &y Py

AR, S,

e Rae

Traasury (I~Er‘.'{fnterfiﬂld}.

Lord' Qurzon,

£ 0u (8T, Oshomne),

LU O B

Adv (BeHu I )4

1,0, (Col,Penys )

I.0.(ir, Garhatt
i

.
Je
1.0y (Mry Shontiall).

14 i gk i Sa dmd ) 18 Ga JOR/L/MIL/5/790 :g sl
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »V/archive/81055/vdc_100094403024.0x000046 ;i il ki 4i€a e (el



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100094403024.0x000046?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

"IV ) (bl 1) 2 B [Vl b ghd] Adpan g Lpypaal) <)
(YV IV ) [EYe]

s gibe e oSa st 1l Ga JOR/L/MIL/S/790 tg 4l
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »V/archive/81055/vdc_100094403024.0x000047 il jhd 458 o (ya se!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100094403024.0x000047?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

"IV alaal) (bl 1) S g [ laiy) da ghd] Ay g dpagand) s
(YVIVY) [s77]

{72

{23}

(@]

=1

'
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:
X
r*'“‘q

-

Parzpnrase.
Fromi. GeHeQs, Mosopotamin,
Totm War Office,

-~ Despatehadi= 12,40 10.4.20,
Recoelvedt~ 09,00 12,4.20,

= O Qm O =0 D O DO D1

i X.8506 cipher Ap »il 10th, v
;‘Hﬂ'u_u_;ua(f
L.2502: Seo my telegram @,5120 of Maron 17tn.

Until guarantees are received it 1= not Possible

to cauply with your A.0.7.0/84387 of April 3rd AL
e e

Ce2s Coples tos.
HGANY COUNGCIL,

DeDM. 0,

2. 2B, 3,

DM, I,
M.I.2, 28, 6
D.S.D, DsD48S.D, S.D.2,
D.Movs,
D.GMeGe QMo F,
W F,.

) Fl}.l?us 05.

v A+F.8,.
D.D.R.
M.R.2,
D.0, e GeloTs
Ireasury (Mr.Waoterfiedd),
Lord Curzon,
F.Q.(Mr,Osbhorns),
DG B,
43.(D.N,T.)s
L.0.{(Col+Pepys),
I.Cu(Mr.Gorbett),

s e de Sa Auad ) 1l G JOR/L/MIL/S/790 e sl
http://www.qdl.qa/4: ~V/archive/81055/vdc_100094403024.0x000048 :4xd i ki dg8a e (a el



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100094403024.0x000048?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

é "IV ) (bl 1) 2 B [Vl b ghd] Adpan g Lpypaal) <)
(YV ~/VY) [.E\"'l]

vy i gk i Sa dmd ) 18 Ga JOR/L/MIL/5/790 :g sl
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »V/archive/81055/vdc_100094403024.0x000049 :dsai il jhad 458 o (ya ye!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100094403024.0x000049?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

"IV alaal) (bl 1) S g [ laiy) da ghd] Ay g dpagand) s
(YVIVY) [s7V]

——

PARAPHRASE,
From = (,0,C, Wesopotamia,.
To t= War @ffice,

A

4

F Y

Despatched 1205 10th April, 1g20,
Received 0900 12¢h April, 1920,

X, 8495 cipher April 10th,
Your 84366 M.R,2,a, April 1g
Para, 3, This is fully realised btut
the ? army connot be maintaired unless recruitine dificultiss
are gvercome prior to tranafer, For this reason metter is laid before
yoy.and pressed for,
Para, 4. It i3 consldered that me it 1ig -,r{tsl}g military

communications the rightto reoculsition should be insisted on.

C.2, Coples to ¢~ Army Council, Treaaury (Mr.Waterfield),
DM.0, D.DM.O Lord Curzon.
.02, 2a, 2b. 3, F.0.(Mr.0Osborne) .,
D.M,I, D.D,M,I. 1L CE,

M.I.2, @b, I.0.{col, Pepys).
D. NMovs. I1.0.{¥r. Garbett).
L.Q.M.G.

Bl RN

W.F.

DSy DDV De

gD

Q.M.G.F,

AJF.S.

M.R.2., 22,

vy
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Qe Egypt,

& 1135 74,20,
30 9,4.204
3474 elpher April €th, i

Socond and last part, Negessary water
coRling away and for (?) consumption maintenance and
operating staff to be furnished by additional pipe line
fed from Hit and ample storage apainst emergency te be
provided at each station.

Purec eloctrical traction and pumping 1ls considered
too wvulmerable.

-

Rutba route which according to Arab information

givos cesicr route would aveid Burka where there 1s no
: poremnial wator subply.

Crossing of Wadihauran which ls steeply quarrled
and about 150 feet deep varying in width from 4 to 6 m
be chief difficulty in route via %
would requirc much study and steepor
benking ine would be necessary.

It would be avoided by Hauranamedj watershed route

& sugcested above,, vihich would strike Wadihauran vicinity Rutba

above which it is reported open and easy. Question a

route should keep south of Wad

wuran altogether is
upon gradient of Djebelanaza On which point Egyptforce may be

gblc to reoport.

A Reference pipe line. (?) No advantage in any
doviation from railway route, Pumping stations could te fed,

if waterless routc sslected, from same water maln as rall road,

stations being sit

[0}

d as required prcsu

gralicnt sast of than on falling

(group undoce
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~
&
3 Roference aoroplans route, (?) Clear landing
ground-only actually observed at 2 places: 1. About 2 mile

east of Kesrkhubbaz (there is an alternative_ground about

2 miles further oast). 2+ About 3 miles east of

Birmulussa (? where) if cleared of gerub lorge portion

of desert suitable, This week Major Jiton 0.C. reconnaissance
lcaves for United Kingdom with written explanation and report
and amplification both to Egyptforce (if requosted) en route

and to you on arrival,

C.2.Coples to: ARMY COUNCIL
D.M.0¢ D.D.M.O,
— M:Cole.2a.20.3,
D.M.,I, D.D M. I,
e La2¢Bhed -R.RA,6,
DeB.D . Dy QM
QeM.G.6, D.S.T,
A.D.R.

M:R,2,
q

Yy
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March 31s ﬁf\E

b ——

Precis

Y
- Sabun - Wadgemuaishir - Muh ir, to 2 miles
east of Birmulussa, &k S s 1,
Water-shed between Wadis Hauran and Amedj has
not been reconnocitred cwing to.tribal situation, Country
is practicable for railway at ruling gradient
Except at a few points earthworks light.
difficulty 1s lack of water (?) west of Kobeisa ag supply
‘ consista even along watered route of rain Pools
| - for few months and wel
|
g only for passing caravans and refill but 8lowly, Necessary
to prove experiments (?) both that (?)(bo)ring

produces (?) constant (%) draught (2) on it

mey €0 lower level as

preferable from constructional siendpoint from Rasramedj via

I . - *
Hauran - Amedj water-shed to Rutba and thence dlrect to
N

G g Lﬂ.awp S % :
ghw&bi . Kesradsewaiey employlng throughout internal combustion tractor.

C.2.,Copies to: S

0

Lo
.0
el
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SESCRET
Porapnrase,
mi. 3. H.§, Musopotumisa,
A -
TO! = war Office., Repeatedis Egypte
Nespatenedse 14430 2,4.204
Recelvedi~. 20,00 444420,
= O Qo Com s Do Do D Dm O
X.845¢ I ril ¢
Reference my X,8450 of 3lst Murca and your 84077
M.0.x Mg
1/1876, It 1s %prosumed that in view of tribal situation
™ Egypiorae will not send a party to longitude 34 at present.
In any case it is not considered feasible under present
conditions to send Politilcal Officera from here to tmeet
Receaived and circuleted under number X,845.
C,2v Copies LO§wm
IRNY COUNCIL,
Do) sMe O
1B, 32 24 2B,
0.1 Ma I
28, 4. R. RA, 6,
D GeMaGa
- 6

MeRea

Dy Felle  PFotiede
De0u
D.D.8.1BsDeRe
Paris,

Lord Curzon,
A8 (D N )y
Ad, (Comiaa
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Fromt- fJar Qffics,

-—
Tot=- 3.0.0., Hasopotumla,
Deapatonedsa 16,30 3,4,20,
= O O mllem Cos 1 ) Dn e Om
84577 olpher A.3.7.C.
Rafarence 84110 cipnar MeRe2, 4, Maren 1llth,
ﬁ After Marchn 31st no militery psreonnsl sheuld bas reteined on

Railways but should he dealt, with under damobilization

regulations,

C:s24 Coples toi..
LRMY COUNCIL.

S.D2,

DV GeMe e M. G, P,

AY

s e de Sa Auad ) 1l G JOR/L/MIL/S/790 e sl
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PARAPHRASE , Sk G R
From: War Office.

To: G40,C, Mesonotamla,

Deap, 1700 1,

34366 cipher M.R.2,.a./S58,.
Your X.8364 March 18th,

1. Reference P,7500 ghould

4,20,

oy i+

be R,14C63 November 22nd.

2. See War Office cable 39384 March 16th,

Guarantees mentioned in your (.5
consideration separately,

S Recruiting difficulties
Office and Civil Commissioner,

this point already,

1€7 March 1éth are under

are matter for India

Former have taken up

4. Regservation of ripght to requisition rallways

after transfer to eivil in case
consideration here.

C.8.Coples to: ARMY C CUNCIL
Dy M.0, D.DGM,0,
M,0.2.,20,2b,3,
DoM:Is DI M.T,
M,I.2,2b.

Moy

D30 My Ge
FPela2e3.5.

W.F,

D Ssbs DabWSa0,
S .2,

CeMeG o Fo

of emergency 1s under

AF.8.

M:R.2.

Treasury (Mr.Waterfield).
Lord Curzon,
FaO0u(Mr,0sborne).

LD Gl

Ad.(L,N,I.).
I.0.(Col,Pepys).
1.0.(¥r,Garbett),
MsR.2,8,

http://www.qdl.ga/4x »»V/archive/81055/vdc
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1735 31/3/20.

Q0 2/4/20,

sissance hes raturn:d to

e

assuslties (7)during rsid raferred to in my sbove mentioned
wire sttempt wes made to steb another officer end (?)7 of
perty were killed snd 2 wounded., Pserty with Anlzsh escort
then proeseded to point 2 miles sest of Birmulussse whenca 1t
hss now returnzd. Further »rogress wss msdzs impossibls by
confirmed renort «f lerge Ruwells force edvsncing to stteck

Anlzah. Concentrstion to meet this stteck hed involvad their avse-

ustiom of El-Mat end wsetearshed bat

rendaring this srse aquits unsefa snd reconnsissence of it
~mprecticeble., Am scnding by post & prscis of raconncissance

(grouvr undec).
£
Not2 by C2. No tree~ of telegrem raferr=d t

o
o
(40}
4
o
-
=
x
]
3
=

24th is orobebly the corrscet refersznce, z/

4V COUNCIL
D.D.¥ 0%
R o
L 1 1 R R
B

=

Kl
1.
B
2 &
4
R
B
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5 B 0 RHEIES
> U ‘j(«

From = (.0.C 1in C. ¥esopotamia.

To .- War Cffice, repctted Taypt.

Despatched

Received 0915

24th March, 1920,
tarch, 1v2 .

¥, 8404 cipher March "24th.

Continuation my X, 8373 of 18th.

Bedouins raided the reconnalasance party ? nearly 21 days age
% >

oond 9 March west of Muhalwir ore officer mwas wounded and

all ¥1t looted., Party now wikh friendly Amarat returninge to

Tuphrates. On srrival of part; will wirse detafls.

-
% Note by C.2. 1.8, "journey"™ not "day".

=

¢.2. Coples to * Army cosrell.

i ks b P LT
¥ o Hitﬁa“l‘-".-ii'..'-,"“-:‘, i 13.D D:0,
_ e gt D. D.
e e ___’j_’ ; 4700
I.0.(Col.Pepys).
ok 1.0.(Mr. Garbett).
JT, I.D.C.E.
DR, Lord Curzon.
M.R.2, F.0.(Nr,Phipos).
Ad,.( Commander Lang).

Paris.

A4 As gida dad )1
i gibe e oSa fsd ;L 3a JOR/L/MIL/S/790 sg sl
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SECRET
-—--.____._l' ~% N
Pararnrase,
Froni- '@ 0.0, Mesopotamia,
¥ Tot= War Office,
Leapatecnedia
Reoceived:. 15
=0~0m Ot Do D) msOow Qe O = o Cow (D om
X.8382 oipner 19th Mareh,
Your 784077 M.0,2 of l0th#Rs not recoived until
M—’_"_"——-q___w_» -
after the reconnaissance parties nad started,
CsZe Coples tote ARMY OUNCIL,
DsHe0a Delisi. 0, M.002420.2b,3.4,
DM, I, DD
M.I
; DS Dl
L% Delalle Gy €

D.Ds R, M.
Fels5e

De Fotle Feligds
IJIO.
I,C.(ColePopys),
L. C. (MreGarbatt),
I.D. C. B,
Lord Curz
FyCu (Mre Oshorne),
4d, ( Cemma rder Lang),

P

0.

aric
arig,

s e de Sa Auad ) 1l G JOR/L/MIL/S/790 e sl
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S EC R

L Meagopotamia é
¥
To: Way Office,
}hesp, .
Recd, B
X.0364 ciphor Msrch 1tth,
Your 84110 date
1. P.7500 eannot be traced and therefore unable to
confirm eoncurrenee Pending further information,
Consider that difficulties must arise
unless the ¢ tees asked for 1in my telegram Q€996
-
dated Merch ax secured,
Sltuation in that telegram fully disclosed.,

2 Am further of opinion that problems will arise on
recrulting which may react very sericusly on
military situation and may even ? result in rmilitary
¢ontrol having to be re-establighed unl this pol
question is placed on a firm basis, See A.G, Number 2363
A+G.2.T, dated Locember 19th 1919 wnich sugpest the ¢ ¢losing
of all railway recrulting, This paragrarh con only be

~ regarded as counsel ag we are not competent to speak of
civil adminigtration of future recruiting arrangements
but consider desirable that you should ? be answered.
o 2 Your paragraphs 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 noted but considsr
that independent adviscry board ghould bve appointed, see my
telegram Q.4100 dated March lst,
4, In addition to guarantee asked for in my telegram
Q.5167 dated March 16th we must hold the prilght to requisition
rallway material train Personnel and service in the
event of emargency, In case of emergency G.0.0, t® be the
deciding authority, On this important guarantee General
Staff insistent,
C.2.Copiles to! ARMY C WNCIL,, D.M.C. D.I M.0,, M,0.2,2a,3.,,
D.M,I, D:UTM.;., g.l.ﬂ.gh:, D.Movs,, DeQ.ML ., Fela2.3,5,,
WePFe, Di8.D, D.D.8.0,, DBy, QuM.GLF,, A.F.8,, M.R.2,,
Ireasury (Mr.Waterfield)., Lorq Curzcn,, F.0.(Mr,085 Tre )i
I.D.C.E,, Ad,(D,N.I,),, I1.0,(Ccol,Pepys)., LG (Mr.Ganbett) ,

ay

Aa gide da Sa dad ) 1l B JOR/L/MIL/S/790 cas 4l
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Despatcned 1035 th Meren, 1920,
Received 1815 7 Marcn, 192C.

A« 3 031 cipner Meren %‘5;*;.
, &7)
-~ My 5.4, 3019,/ 3 civil members for survey

party nave @rrived Ceiro 2wl on or about March 22nd proceed

Palestine; for the predent survey party will base itself on

v

"Haoifa and cerry out detailed examinatlion of conditions between
Hgife and Jordan. They estimate 2 months will be required for this,

Tney ask tnat above may be cammnicated to their firms.

Cs2, Coples to ¢

Lad Qurzon.
2,0,(Mr. Osborne),
IiD.C B,
Ad.(Cammander Lang).
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)/ &
-~ - x gsobitamia,
g G Tivte
RI
. ¢ I 18th, -
(=Y
24 d aissence hes 'Y
G it litic 1 Missinn to I ID: for which Civil
{ 2ioner in his TR 268 I 1a

of March 12th hes requested

a,

- Office ssn.tion. Party left Kubsishl for Muhewir ¥erch 17th.

.If sanction for Folitlecel Missiom hes been recsived, psrty
A on errivel et Muhawir will proceed to_longtitude 40 as *:ilitery

1ssanca snd thence to Birheil as Politicel }

oy officer unofficislly attached end reports being
ent back 1In dvplicate independently, This errengement evoilds

rof returning on thelr trsck,

Foliticel Mission is not ssnetioned end discretion

1s not given to go through to Palsstine (see my iLolegram X%.0307 of
erch 3rd) rzconnalssence West of Muhawir will ohly be carried
out if Politicael Officer on locel ifnformstion, considers out
-—
4 end return journcys ssfe,

88 Lo+« ARYY O
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To :« War Office.

Despatched 0410 12th March, 1920,
Recaived 0970 17th March. 1920,

w.A, 3019 elipher March 1llth,

My E.A, 2998 February 24th,

Sending of survey party east Jordan
would in view of present situation only provoke incident and

- marantes obtainsd from 'D'am-‘sr:us would be ineffective,

am postponing further reccrnaissance Fill situation clearer,
If oil experts have not already sailed, sumeest their derarture
be delayed,

C.2, Coples to -- Counicil.

« D«D,M,0,
. 28, TR TETY,

D.M.I.

. 2b. R, Rb. &b,

— bt b

1. Pepys).

= e Dy
=

Mr Garbett),
Lord Curzon,

F,0 {(Mr, Osbome),
Ad( Commander La ng),

s e de Sa Auad ) 1l G JOR/L/MIL/S/790 e sl
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SEBCRET,
Parponr se,
Fron:- War Offics,
To:=- G.0+C,., Mesopotamia,
Desnatcneds- 17,30 13,3.20.
=0=0=0 =0m0=0=0x0=0mT
84132 cipher i,#.2.A/04¢€ (18
L ipner M.R.c. A/94E, L)
. Sl (rbw <
~ Your /5126 of 2nd Harch) See my 84110 March 1ltn ]

regarding transfer of railways on April lst to Civil autnoritiss.

g
As to what eapital works can bhe undertaken after
tnat date Indla Office will advise Civil Commissioner,

Works of purely military importance will he subject
to sultable arrangements bhetween this and India Cffieces such
a8 14 and 15 quoted in you above cable. These two works are
now under considaration here and pending dsfinite authori LT

from both Govermment De partments no start is to be madea,

7 NOoTE:

L Q/5128 of 2.3 20 asked for covering sanctlon to orders
given to D,Rlys for works to be earried cut on and after April
lst vizs WNew bulldings and quarters, New Central worksnops,
Torminal facilities on Busra-Bognded Rly, Wagon Ferry at Baznddc,
Hater softening plant, and (14) and (15) quoted above - The
Snergat Galyara Extension and Daura contormant branch line

respectively,

Gs2. Coples tojl-
ARMY COTUNCIL.
D,M.0, L.D,M.0.
Hi0:24 2a4 3o
.M. I, L.D.MH.I,
M.I.2. 2hs

o leba

G WG, P,

MsR. 24 fe

DeGolbe Ga

D.Move,
I1.0.(Cok.Pepys),
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te Civil with

side to your treans

mired for futurs

conatructiom and maint

recordd end valustions

r:cords will b2 aveilable,

recaipte quotad in your

Dacember end in

X, G174 of 5th February as we consider such retes should be for

the present at lsest 25% less than eny corrssponding civil

ial retes current at sema time.

April you are sutiorized to pay Civil monthly for

ile on ehovs basis provisionally, Permsnont rctes i

rse to be mutuelly agread, subject to Jai

us a lsarger rebato then

T, He nave no objectiomw 1f C1ivil require him to trensfe

of railw:y eceounts, but consent of
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f shi
1 p it 4 8 if-
¢/~ “leulties in carrying out above instructions, Civil sre being
Imilerly instrucied by Indis Office, Your £ols
ch will be d=elt with lster ao fer as not
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BaMoZ 6761,
13
. o
20420,

aramns

1 X,8307 of

Mareh drd, and
— 5

of March lst,
or Palestine should

have the option ia Palestine or Mesopctamia

should the Political Officers accompanying the parties
consider 1t advisable to do so in order to ensure the
party's safetly. If therefore it cannot be arranged that
poth survey parties meet at longitude 40 Egypt ghoulid
arrange to send Political O{flcer when necessary to moet

Mesopotamlan party, and s .arly Mesopotamia will send

Political Officer to meet Egyptian Party. Military

Commander of the escort will then be advised by Political

- officers as to course to be pursued.

ING X

C,2.Copies to: ARMY GO
D.M.O
Me0425
DM, 1
M,I

+0.(Col,Pepys).
Do f b Garbett) .
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From G.H. ..Nesopo tania.
To War Office repeated CG.H.Q.Xgypt.

89D, 13.35. 3.3.20.

Recd.22.00. 3.3.20. @

1.8307. Varch 3rd. JNgyrforce. YNo.7.A.2303 March lst/

-~

and my 1.8273 Jeb. 27th,

'. (2 groupe undec,) 7 Civil Comuinsioner disclaims
all responsibility of safety of party in view of presont
situation if they (1 gr.) the option &n case (1 gr.)
of pgoing through ¥ to Palestina. If recomnnsaissance
is to be done, request sanction be given warty at
discretion of Folitical officers accommanying ? them
through to ‘slestine if satisfied that (1 gr.) safe

(1 gr.) good,
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DesDa
Recd.,.

E.Aa.2303 March 1st. Your X.827

R.E T3

1335 1.3.20,
1800 143420,

February 27th.

As I cannot guaranteeo safety of youwr party weat of

difflcultics in Damascus for me,

I consider it should return without coming west of

dtude ? 40 end any trouble it meets with will make it 4

=

0.My Survey party alroady knows enough of country as far

as (7Bur)ka and has good information east of thet placc.

C.24Coples to: ARMY COUNCIL
DeMeOs Do) MaOa
M.0:2.:20.80.35:4,
DMcIs DoDyMoI,

M.I.2.2hs4.R.RB,6D, D,D.E.D.
D.3.,D.
Db MoGay
QeMelioby
D,s.I,
D.D.R,

M.R.2,

SeDe2s

irYarbott) .
LuDJCLE.

Lord Curgon,

Fo0,(Mr.Phipps),
Ad.(Commander Lang).
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Paraphrase,.

a ooAR . &
Fromi!- G,H,8

G.HeR., MoOBOpOtamiz,

~ Tol= Var Office,

Despatcaed:~ 16,55 24,2,20,
5 Reoaivedta 16,45 1.3.20.
=0=0m0=0m 0= Cm 0= O Om D Gom G
X.8258 Fobruary 24th. 7
s
Your 83787 M,R.2, February 19€m— :
: g olla ko of
Ploase ses my telegrem X,8221 Fobruary 15th,
Situation unchanged,
Will wire you fortnigntly.
Cs2 4 Coples tol- ARMY COUNCIL.
DoliyM.00 Me0.2e22.2D0,3,4,
D.DM.I, M,I.2. 2B. R. RB. &3
3e6s D4Be T
MaR.25n,
™\ I.0.(Col.P
|

P
|

P, 0, (Mr, Bvuper
I.D.C.E,

Lerd Qurzon,

‘ 4d. ( Commander Lang).
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SECHET.

% From G.0.C.Mesopotamia.
2, To G.H.Q.Bgypt repeated War Office.

Daﬁp -15-20 - 27 -2- ].920 .
Recd.21.00 «27.2.1920.

X.8273. Feb. 27th. q

With reference to my X.8221 Febs 15th. Hope to
despatch reconnaissance travelling by camel about
¥arch 10th. Representations by political officer
¢ states after reaching 40 degrees east longitude
safest way for party will be through Palestine.
Party will travel with tribal safe conduct, are
guarsnteed prétection by Abutai of Howait Behar, also
brother Nuri (1 gr. undec.)lan's representative at
Jeud, gusranteeing security from Buwaliah and minor
tribes. Route through Fafa and Qasralazrag. Will
you please wire best route to Palestine from latter.
Propose with your concurrence to sanction diseretion
of party to move as sbove, if Political officers

consider this safe from ? trouble. Reply clear the

line please.
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tohed B8.50. 24/2/20,
ved 0900 1/3/2C,

fromi-  Ge0.QEgypte

Toi= War Offics.
repeated Baghdad.

Your 83787 L .R.Eﬁ/ e Latest reports sent by letter on
February 13k, Prfaiiigiﬁary recornalssance on west bank of Jordan
has been completed and before proceeding Bast of Jordam party

1s now wmaiting definite guarantees from Ar}\bs and provisional

Arab escort.
« DD.HEO,

Bs R & B, 6Bs LoIed,

- =

5
.(Col Pepys)
D.C.Ea

.0 .(lir .Carbott)

Lord gurzon
F.0.(kr.Phipps)

Ad. (Cormander Lang.)
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o 2 %
(1 Frem :~  (,0.C, Mesopotamia,

e - G.H.Q. Egypt, repeated War Office.

0

1920
929, I

X. B273, PFebruary 27th.

my J
With reference to/X. 8221 February 16th 2~

£~£
L)

2 Hope t» deepsich reconnaissance travelling by camel

abcut March 10th,

r

esentati-ms by political officer
? states after recching 40 &gresé cast longitude
safest way for party will be thraugh Palestine, Party
will travel with tribal safe conduct, are guaranteed
protection by Alutai of Howalt Behar, also brother
Nuri (1 gr.up undec.)lan's representatiwe at Jauf,
guarantesing security from Ruwalish and minor timdbes.
Route through Kafa end Qasralazraq. Will you please
~ wire Lust route tn Paliestine from latter, Propuse with
your concurrence to senction diseretion of party tuv mowve
as above, if Political officers consider this safe from

? trouble. Reply clear the line please.

C.2. Copies to :- Aruy Council, D.8.T.
D.M.,0 'D.D.M.O D.D.R.
s PRI L e S T RS T 4 T
RS SN EEE T o S b o el
M.I.2.80, 4, DPN.F. V4.
M.I.R. Bbs 6k, D i RS
D.84D: C

F.O0,{(Mr.Phipps).
Ad,( Comme, der Lang).
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i Paraphrase,

Fromi- G.C.C., Mesopotemis,

(]

4 Toi~ War Cffice.

Despatched:- 13,20 19,2,20,
Receivedi~ 22,30 25,2.20,

= O OO Ors O O O )= OO O Oom i ¢
— ) D

X.8240 February loth, Yeur 83670 M,C0.2, 6f Februsry l2th,
Indie nas heen asked to sup;ﬁly‘ cné Off";clerq Can find remainder
reguired in this oountry, ZEngagement of above Officer fram

| Indlz wlll not be an sdditionsl cost to survey as he will be
absorbed in exlsting railway esteblisiment.

C.2. Coples tol-
2 ARMY COUNGCIL,

D.M.0, DiDM,0s

S 3 M.0.2, 2a., Bbs 3. 4,
D.M.I, D.D.M,I,
My X2 BB, "He RBi 6B,
D.S;D.
DaG.M. 0
D81
DsD.Ro
M.R.2,
F.l.54
I.0.{Col.Pepys)s
1.D.C.B,
1.0.{Mr.Garbett).
Lord Curzon.
P 0. (¥r.Phipps).
Ad.{ Commamier Leng).
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PARAPER

Afrom :- C.H.Q Fosopotamia,

To te TWar O0ffice,

Despatched 1255 15th Februaryy 1920,
‘a Received 1000 22nd February, 1920,

X, 8221, 15th Februarv. /.D
: ]Eé/
Reference vour B3586 H.).< .,

"

4th February. Please see my

telegrom dated January 1lth No. X ﬁ’o.

.‘Conrl itions therein

e

deseribed stlll (7 group omitted) and tribal situation
and laegkof rain prevent deapatch preliminary survey

reconnaissance, which as soon as posA¥®le wlll be snnt out.

2. Is soon as posgsible party for detalied survey

will be ecllected.

S If desired survey party can commonce work on
S,

Baghdad-Hit section as soon as colleocted.

0.2 . Copiles to i= Army Council.

D.E

0. D.D.EL
-

ol e lle

. B 44 2D,
D.D.M.L.

Zbe. ds Wbe Eb,

F«.0.(¥r.Phipps) .
Ad . ( Commander Le ng) .
Paris.

e—
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SECHET.

From War Office.
To G«0.C. Bgypt repeated G.0.C.Mesopotania.
Desp.21.30.19.2.20.
83787 cipher M.R.2.8./941, Lo s
Regarding reconnaissange for railway and pipe

line across desert please wire position. Cable periodical

reports stating progress made. Has a start yet been made.
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121/3/1604,,

Bar Office.

7o t= G.0.C, Megoymtamla, repeated G.0,.0. Egvpt.

_—
Dearatched 2000 12th February, 1920,
v
[ DA
| g AL'

L, 83679 cipher M.R.Z2,A/033 \

g[} : Your X/ 8187 Janrary 3lst md last paragraph
my (535686 \February 4th. Wire what staps to obtain
necessary rallway experts for dotailed survey
have been taken quoting correapcondenca if any.

Addressed Mesopotamia repented Egypt.
~

C.2. Coples to :- D.R.R.
M.R.2
Bl
I.0
A B
I.C
Lore
B,O. F
Ad.(Commander Lang).
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e
ol ¢ 01
198 > N,
Reference Qi\m‘ M, 042, from War Office to
G.0.C. Egypt, cdespatehed 4th February, 1¢20,
2 ¥ 2
Paragraph 2 should read: "The intention

nnoitre as longitude 40

reconnoitre

2 from the East, arranging exact

commmaication with eash other".
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SECGET.

From G.H..Egynt.
To G.0.C.llesonotamia repeated War Qffice.

Desp.19.10.1

Recd.20.15.5.2.20.

.’:
7 /
Presume Tar O0ffice 83397 answers your X.8100. Ve

are agssuning that you will do both preliminary and

"IV ) (bl 1) 2 B [Vl b ghd] Adpan g Lpypaal) <)

detailed survey up to longitude 40. Owing to unsettled
) i 'S >

state of ?country Bast of Jordan end lack of (1 gr.undec.)

science we are experiencing considerable delav in

proceedim with survey.

VY'Y
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T i¢04C, Egynt G42.Cs Mesopotamia,

Desp, 2100 4,2,20,
¢ iphor M,0.2, 1,2,20, ke
b From:3.0 Hesopotamin's X,8100, Januapy o th, 1t w
¥ r that h cts you t DA T & through reconnaissanc
from Pal e 4o the Euphre f ths trans-arabisn Railwa »
24 That, arranging exact meatt sTLI 0T in direct communication
with each Yther, you ghould recennoltre ag far ag longtitude
40 from the woel, and that Mesopotamia should reconnoitre ag r
g 1
S that as soon as sufficlent
information has been Cbtained from present reconneissar

Lord Gurzon
F.C,(¥p, Phi

Ad ; \Commy
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repec
X, 615%. January 3lst.

Reflo

snce 77210 para (?iroup ormitted), Your 83397

AMAuted Ja 3 reconnaissance will be mounted on camels
d dep moverent and minirum size for 1ts safety
n:lLo=P 01l Co ere and at ?lichammerah conslders despatceh

of eXpert with ouf recon

sarice of no practical utility. HNe will

noraver anoon })11’.:’. arzr

i} party sent out to make a detailed

survey. Unless provision of nec

ry reilway experts is obtained

such survey ocannot be undsrieker. These experts are not at

it avallable in the country.. See Para 2 of my XC1(00

Jusuary 2Cth.

e

s el ol 5 B I

o O OO
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~ From ;- G.H.Q. Mes potamia,

To t= War Yrfice. repeated G.H.Q, Egypt.

-0th January, 1%,
oth Jamuary, 1920,

X. 3100 Jenuary 20th.

Relerence Egypt's B.a. 2970 January 17th

D4

end ¥ar Qffice #5255 M.0.2 sdatuary, 128&n,

o 1 Rough estimate of survey of east longtituds

? road 7 was fornizhed on receirpt of report of preliminary

réconnelssance from Hit despatch u® which is still delayed

by conditions of weather ané (?) tribal situatien

(ese my telegram No., X, 8051 catag Jarmaary 11lth).

2 From ¥ar ©ffice 22307 ¥.0.2. dated §ovember 14th

{ e 1t was presumed that detsilaa recomnnai ssance and survey

through to Euphrates waild be carried out by party under vour
p v

orders,

If this 1s not ihe case pleape wireearly.

It will take somstime to collect sultadle railway

survey officers whd are not aveilabls at the moment

1f detalls of reconnaissance sng survey are regaired from

this side. Only officer who is suitatle to talks gharwe

of survey is due for demobilization and 1s being (?) retalred

especlally to (1 group undec.) out preliminary reconnalissance

(?) after which he will be despatcred forthwith to { arcup

cmitted) personally to Yy and subsequently to War Office.
3. Datails about the numbers of party with ? us

for which transport ¢ supplieg requirsd and average rate of

work in miles per day should te wired. This date required
for final survey and for question of supply of yaur party

from

. ia gike da oSa ad ) 1,4 3 JOR/L/MIL/5/790 e sal
'Y
B 3 4o . |
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from base on Furhrates when change «of bage from

~ "est tC east 1g rendered desiratle ty greater ease

4. ¥hat co-operatimm of eeroplanes will te
required from thig side.
5. As to what are th:.finctlons and prorlems to be
put before befire the 3 A.F. ril compeny experts instructed .
to repcrt ? above to Baphdad 1s not elear, It would
eppear saperflucus to send 7 sny of these wires 7
on preliminary recorraissance as represertatives vith

yu throuph survey party would report on whole,

C.2. Coples to :- Army Council,

1.0.0, 8,

‘ Lord Tup:zon,
I.0.{Mr, Garbett).
Ad,(Camnandsr Lang),
F.0. (Kr. Fhnipps).
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: 47

PARAPHRASE, SECRET,

=
4 -
¢ Tpom: G.0.C. Mesopotamia,

To3 War Office repeated I.G.C. Bagra, 3rd Echelon
and Muniboard.

Desp, 2015 22,1420,
Recds 1020 2841420,

X.8117 January 22nd.

Progress report for week ending January 17th,

Cn Jamuary 15th metre pauge Baghdad Basra linked up.

C.2.Coples to: ARMY COUNCIL
D.M,0, D,DM,0,
M.042.28.34
- - DaMeTs DD MGI,
P M,I.2.20,
M.H‘BO
BsR.l.
D.,Mova,
B8.D.2,
DaSaTs
DeeMoGs
India Office.

VEY

s gibe e oSa st 1l Ga JOR/L/MIL/S/790 tg 4l
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »V/archive/81055/vdc_100094403024.0x000090 :dzad il ki 45€a e (el



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100094403024.0x000090?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

"IV alaall (bl ) 33 B [eVlany) b ghi] Ay dgyasl) A
(YV Y E8) [BYY]

T L ..

s e de Sa Auad ) 1l G JOR/L/MIL/S/790 e sl
http://www.qdl.qa/4x =V/archive/81055/vdc_100094403024.0x000091 :4xd i sk dgSa e (a el



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100094403024.0x000091?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

"IV alaal) (bl 1) S g [ laiy) da ghd] Ay g dpagand) s
(YV IV £0) [sVY]

121 /3 /1604,

.

ytamia,

Desprtched 1830 23rd famiary, 1920.

53397 clipher M.0.2, Jenuary 22nd,

Reference War Office telegram No, 83265 of 15th

January. Erypt's E.A. 2970 of 17th Jaruary md Mesopotamia's
Xi-00bL-or
011 expéris are being sent to Egypt at once

who on arrival will !oin the survey party.

Leypt survey party will procesd with reconnsaissance without
wniting despatch of Mesopotemia survey party. The dividing
1ine will be longltude 40, G.0.C., Mesgpotamias will arrange
for his-survey party te start as esrly ns poseible,
anplo-Pareian 0Ll eoxperts will join fortheith st Baghdad

so as to be ready to proceed with survey purty. Plencse

2ep ue informed ag to progress made.

C.2. Coples to -- Army Council.
D.M.0. D.D.M.0O,
| P e A G T e P
S VA T B P A L %
MaT BB
MR Rus b,
D.5.D, D.Q.M.G.
Q.M.0.6. D.5.T.
D.R:
MiR.2.
P.1. 5.
1.0.{Col. Pepys),
F.0,(Mr. Thipps).
I+D.CiB.
ord Qurzon.
0.(Mr, Garbett).
Ad.{ Commander Lang).
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§
trliad 1440 15/ /2, J
11130 2o/1/20,

Pr - . ol petomia,
To s ar Offics,
rep 330 4n C Indla, aga Coerundont, 3rd
Goholen nd Funibeord Indse,
4w GOT7B,  Jonuipss 15tk
.~

“eek sndine Junuery 10th 1020 Prepgress poperts--

} Qo de

Ur~Hillah sonngntic e UreHillan linking
corpletod but line net ready for truffie,
C.2, Coplea tesa LY COULCIR.

b3 i i P 0,
L2505

bl W
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LHy

PARAPHRASE, SECRET,

From: G.,0.C, in C, Mesopotamia,

Te: War Office,

Desp. 1440 22,12,19,
=; Reed, 1030 28,12,19,

X.7921 December 22nd,
Recelved your 82576 M.R.2.a, November 29th

as amended by repetition Decerber 1l6th,

Ce2.Coples to: M,Re2.a,

P
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From G.H.J.Hosopotania,
To War O0ffice.

Desp. 14.45. Ll-l-lgm.
Recd21.30. 17.1.1920. [

X.5061 Jenuury 11th.

Raference ny Y..?Qbﬂ‘x Dageriber 30th.

Reference your 8:3’;:,':6'!-.’umbat 2 Novembar l4th.

My intention was for railway roconnaissance (which
was postponed owing to Dair-ez-Zor saffair) to be despatched
January 9th on cemels. Owing to latoness of rain tribal
situation at, end east of, Bir-Mulussa has changed. Iarge
raiding parties aro.abroad and friepdly tribes who until
recently wore scattered about the route aro now not inclined
to remain there for any fixed neriod.
fhen one heavy rain falls presence of friendly tribes can
be relied on and in all probability raiding on large scale
will cease.

In the meantine I anm unwilling to run =gy
unnecessary risk of embarassing minor incidonts, and both
evacnat ion of Syrin and Dair-ez-Zor affair heve aflected
British prestige in Bedouin eyes and tribal situztion
is still restless on Muphrates. I intend if this cuiets
down, to despatch smill party on camels with two officers
as soon as heavy rain falls and route is shislded by
friendly tribes, ? under orders to procsed to Tlmet and
Biv-Mulusesa and as far west as situation pormite at the
time. Owing to ? attitude of Bedouins Teypforoce do not,
at present, consider through journsy to Dair-ez-Zor via
Burka advisable.
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SECRET.

From GIHI“JQ “gyﬂt- :f_{!— L

To War 0ffice, repeated G.H.Q.Mesopotamia,

Desp.18.25. 16.1.20.
Bec 0(}9'%- 19-1.20-

e == 8 ;

33
Reference para. 2 (4) of ny B.A.2947 j;-';nuary ist,
Following report from Chief Tnginser Palestine
Hilitary Bailway, on conversion of Haifa - Deraa line to
frmd. gauge

(4) Minimm curve 25 metres maximum grade 2 per cent

ReA. 2967 January 16th.

both workable for standard stock, improvements to curve
and grade desirable but costly.
(B) 15 cuttings require widening,
2 (C) EBxisting tunnels will take broad gauge stock with
smll margin of safety,
7 tunnels require alterat ions,
(D) Bridges require strengthening and one must be
replaced. Very rough estimate of cost excluding railway
steel, £200,000 Bgyptian.
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~ Parapnrase,
From’= G.H.C., ZEgypte
To:i=- War 0ffice,

Despatcinedia 23,26717.1.20,
Reccivedie 09,10718,1.20,

B.A.2970 cipner Jamary l7th, Youpr 83265, Parasrapnh 1,
B It 1:; mroposeld that for purposes of estimating cost of

survey longitude 3% be taken as dividing line betwaen
us and Mosopotamia if Mosopctamia apgree.

2. No c¢bjectlon to oll expery belng sent now and
they can join survey party walon is working on lines laid
doen in my E,A.2847 paragrapn 3,

Tne parties, 1t is proposed, are to be sent w!thout
arrangementa for their safety being made with lccal Sheikhs,

C.2., Copies to’~

+ LAWY COUNCTT,,
D.H.0, D 1. De

D

G.

55

D

M.

F,

: £
Fi
: £ 1 FLe o
1.0.(Mr.Garbett).
Lo curzon,
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O B
TARAPHRASE.
~ From :- War Office.

! G.0.C.
Te :~ /G.H.Q, Egyot.
Repeated Mesopotamia.

Decpatched 1800 18th Jemiary, 1920,
83265 cipher M.0.2.
Reference G.H.Q. Egipt E.A. 2047
of 1st January consult Mosopotamia and after agreeing
figures with him cable estimate as soon as possible
of total cost of survey including pay rations and
S other gtending charges that would in any case be tncurred.
- Arrenge to keep special record inclnding standing charges
of full total., Proceed with survey en following lines
namely :-
"It ie propmed to despetch from United
Kingdsm 3 A.P. 011 Gompany exyerts to G,H.Q. and to send
3 from Company Employees in Persia to H.H.Q: Baghdad.
These will accompamy survey. They* wiil not wear uniform,
For survey of >ipe line no aeroplanes will be provided.
General Officers Commanding concermed will arrange ¢ith
1 A,0.C, R.A.P. to provide such meroplanes as may be necessary
el elither for protection purposges or for furthering the survey
of the railvey, aa part of the escert. Should permanent
air route erentually follow that selected for the railway
the survey .!111 obtain general inf@rmation which will re
useful to the R,A.F. ;
Presume you concur in Anglco-Persian 011
Company personnel being cent forthwith and that
you anticipate na diffieulty in sending cur survey E
i party at ence, b
, Reply priority. '
i Addresued Bgypt, repeated Mesopotamia.

C.z, Coplea te :. Army Council, D.11.6. D.D.M.0. M.0.2, 2
B.O2:b, 3. MOy BT, BON.I, Wtsbr s KT R Re. - o

~ s I

%CI)?CDJ. D.5.D. D..¢.M.G. Q.M.G.8. D.S.T. D:R.R, M.R.8 P, 15,
-O.(Col. Pepys). F.0.(Mr, Kidston), I.D.C.B. Lo e
I1.6.(Mr Garbett). ) i
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~ C ODE,
i
From!: G.0.. in C, Mesopotamla,

To: War Office.
14,1.20,

Q/6120 8th January.
Your telegram 3lst December 83063 MeR.Z.A.F.
My telegram 23rd December §/5120, Begins. Your telegram
11th December 82779 M.R.2.8. Estimated cost of constructing
military line with minimum equipment to Qalyarah 1is 37
lakhe Rs. 3,800 thig amount includes cost of rations
and. transport, Exolusive of there items cost 29 lakhs
Rs. 20,000 Rs. 800 which amount has been included 1in
estimate telegraphed under X,7836 of llth December 1919.
The time they can be constructed in about 6 monthe' from

datt of commencement, We press for sanction to commences

Ends,

R. Copise to: M ReZ:8,
Ce2(518C),

¢.2.0opieas to: ARMY COUNCIL DeMove,
DMl.0y DaLigM, 04 Sk
Me042.2803s DeB4T o
DMuIs Dolb Mo I, MeRo24
MeIe2:2bs India Office,
SOR.l'

Yod
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Paraphrase,

From’- ©.0.C., Mesopotsmia,

ny C.G.S.Delnl, Albocado and

iy W oard, India,
g 'I,'e:z pate
} Recelv
b Jenuery Bth.
21920
Por woek ending Jamary 3rd/progress report.
ietre gauge., Ur-Hillah connection,
Railway at n but line not yet ?ready 2for traffic,
G.2. Gopises
28 ¢34
DoDaM,. I,
2b,
~ 2
cvements,

4o

India 0ffice.

ARSI RN

i
1
“
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14
f \
o 4 5
/
_Parcrhraga, S ECRET,

Prom 3.0.0. Mesopotamla D. 0145 8/1/20.

Tote Tar Office, R. looe 11/1 /20,

X B0l2 Jan 5th.
b :

For week ending December 27t progress report

as follows.
| metre gauge. UR-HILLAH ncnnection. Rallhead=- at
j EILLAH but line not yet rsady for traffie,
)
‘ C.2, Copiez to1a

-~
\
|
;
.!
K}
iy s i da S Auad ) 18 G JOR/L/MIL/S/790 :aa 4l
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line-wlth mirirum

3,703,800, this smount inclucdes

(?) transport., The cost (?) exclusiv
1s 2,920,R00 which amoun

in pudget estimate te

of December 1llth,

No, Q. 412¢ dated Iecember 15th 19010,

In abaxt 6 months frcm date of commen

the line can be cunstructed. #e pwseas for sun

t~ commence.

C.2. Coples to :
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DR &
COPY OF CABLEGRAM. o, S
’ (&
- _~
30.12.19
From:- G.0.C., Baghdad
To:= War Office.
Q.51E1
A In continuation of my X.7766 dated November £23rd

regarding railway rolling stock Civil Commissioner again
requests I will ;ress the need of additional roiling stock
aeked for from Secretary of state for India. Military need
for improved end incressed rolling stock admit of no question
except for the fact that railways are shortly to passs to Civil
We should be compelled to press you &8 warmly &8s Civil
Commiesioner now prasées Secretary of sState for Indie. It is
for mutusl good of both Safety of troops if = concentration
is neeessary in hot weather and the welfaye of all thronghout

- the year. Request you will press warmly matter on our joint
behalf,

Original to M.R.E.

vy
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SECRET.

From G.H.Q.Egypt.

To War Office. Desp.19.30. 1.1.20.
Reod. 15.00. 5.1.20.

E.A. 2947. January lst. ;
My B.A. 2098 December Tth 1919.

1. Newcombe has returned from reconnaissance to Burka.

Gist of his report is practically same as that wired in

Rehe 2723 i.0. from Mafrak via Azrak to Burqa or by more
direct route just south of Harrat-er-Rajil there is no
difficulty in railway construction. Grade 1 over 100,
maximum height (1 gr. undec.) fest. ILarge supply of water
at Azrak is advantage of Azrak route. Nxcept in springs

no water at Burqa. From Burqa to Mulussa appears very easy
but reported waterless,

2« Section from Jordan valley to Hedjaz railway is the erux
of railway problem. There appear following alternatives:

A. Conversion of existing railway to broad gauge. &ven if
; Beraa is in our sphere alteration of tunnels bridges grades
and curves would probably be more expensive than new aligmment
2. Diversion from Yarmuk Valley about Mekarim by Wadi

(1 gr. undec.) and Pilgrim route to Mafrak. This avoids
worst tunnels etc. of present line it is impossible to say
without more precise definition of Sykes - Picot line whether
this would be within area B. (.AsBack, or rope section from
Jordan valley to the Plateau t;aance construction easy. This
would be too expensive to work without electric power from )
Yarmuk. D.Aaline from Beisan down Jordan Valley thence up
Wadi Zorka to Kallal-es-Zerka or Mafrak. This has strategioal
advantages of keeping line further fron frontier, and if
Jordan valley is ?irrigated, line dowm it may be commercially

profitable. Difficulties of construction would however

ARA
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be increased. With a view to con;;idring which project was
best worth detailed survey party was sent to make rough
survey of (B) and (D), but was captured by Bedouins on
Yarmuk railway near Mekarim station. They have been
released now and another start will be made but attitude of
some sections of Bedouins is becoming very hostile to

entry ?of foreigners.

4. As regards future reconnaissance 1 sugrest that one or
two 0il experts will be quite sufficient. As regards a pipe
line the problem appears simple and though arrangement for
amall party to proceed to Burka and onwards could be made
large party is likely to excite hostility of Bedouins.

5. Detailed report by Bewcombe is being sent.

Yy s e e Sa dad ) L Ga JOR/L/MIL/S/790 rga el
http://www.qdl.qalis »V/archive/81055/vdc_100094403024.0x0000a6 i i ki iia o (= !



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100094403024.0x0000ae?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

@ "IV dlaal () ) 3 B [e¥laiy) da ghid] e g Ayl A"
(YY VY E) [BAV]

Vv i gk i Sa dmd ) 18 Ga JOR/L/MIL/5/790 :g sl
http://www.qdl.ga/4xz s»l/archive/81055/vdc_100094403024.0x0000af :dd il ki 458 e (el



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100094403024.0x0000af?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

é "IV dlaal () ) 3 B [e¥laiy) da ghid] e g Ayl A"
(YY 11V e) [5AA]

Paraphrase,

From-- G.H.<d., Mescpetamia.

8 Wer Off1
TC: - Her O ce.
Nét - x
Repeated:-~ C.G.5. India.
Comms Aldocade & Kunikeard Indla.
lespatched:- 15,45 30,12.19.
“ecelved:~ 19,00 4,1,20.
B Ron0 208, S 5119,
Week ending December £0th pregress report, Fatablishment
«f metre gauge 7 - Hillah cornectien. Jarbulysh bridge
complete. %?Railhead milea 157.8.
C.2. Coplesa teo--
ARMY COUkCIL.,
S05 DD M0
M.G,2, 282, 3,
D.M.I. D.D.M.I.
M.Ti2. 2.
B ¥.R.2;
SR
D,Movements.
S.D.2.
D.S.T.

Indie Office,
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{P 8228 From Civil (,’nnm.lis—s-?n—ﬁt-fr', Baghdad, 17th December 1919, ?\
~ - N\ J
(Copy by post to India and to General, Baghdad.) e l
(Received 18th, 11.15 a.m.)

(R.) 15207. My telegram dated 18th Nevember,

Railway policy.
Will His Majesty’s Government please consider

possibility of supplying forthwith,
for Mesopotamia, the rolling-stock referred to in enclosures to my Despateh of
=N 25th October, No, 32232,

g I beg to point out net estimated increase in reve
I :

aue resulting from supply of
this rolling-stock will admit of our setiing aside, allowing only an eight-year life,
l 12} per cent. on capital value of stock towards renewals, i.e., Rs. 2,27 201).

(? And) assuming running of stock would
mileage, the full possible additional
j (? 36}) lakhs of rupees per annum

always necessitate additional train
working expenditure should

not  exceed
, while the probable increase in

earnings s
estimated at more than double this figure. i

|’ It is considered that additional traffic which provision of rolling-stock would
| (7 would carry), substantially ensure railway paying expenses, other conditians being
3 favourable.

Without these additions we have insufficient rolling-stock to accornmodate traffic
hecessury to cover expenses, and 1 gather General . Officer Commanding-in-Chief, who

[ 1s representing matter separately, is equally impressed, on military grounds, with the
l( importance of making this additional provision.

§

%
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From:=- Wel 0ffige.
Toi= G.0.C., Mesopotamlas,
Despatched:= 20.00 31,.12.19.

83063 cipher M.R.2.A/015. ok )

Plesse expedite reply to 82778 of December 1lth,

Your X.,7839 December 1llth still under congideration.

/' C.2. Coples to:-

S, ARMY COUNCIL,
D.,M.0, D.D.M.O,
M.0:2; 2a, 3.
D MI, DD M.T,
M.I.2. & Ba
D.Movements ,

? B8eD.By

T Di8.T,

. India Offilce.
M.R.2.8.
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S ECRE T.
PARAPHRASE, 121/3/1649, -
From i~ War Offlce.

Te 1m 3.0.C, Mesepotamia,

Imspatched £100 29th Pecembar, 1919.

£3020 cipher M.R.2.8/914.
Your ¥. 7914 3ecember 20th,

Cuestion 1s. still under consideration,

C.2, GQOopiea te :-
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December 5, 1919.

i 4
BASRAFBAGHDAD RAILWAY.

[rROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.]

BacHDAD, 127H Novm@en.

Basra and Baghdad are gefling nearer tn
one another by rail at the rate of ahout 14}
miles a day; and it is expected that
metre ziuge rail connection will be establish
ed by Christmas, A public train ser vica will
_be introduced very shortly afterwards.

The line -fo'lows the Eaphrates ronte,
and miy be said to consist of th ee seq
tions:—Basra to Ur Junstion (130 miles),
Ur Janction to Hillah (164 miles), and
Hillah to Baghdad (58 milcs).

. Thesrst section, as far as Ur Junetion,
nine Pes from Nasirivah is the Nusirigah
Military Ruilway constructed in 1916. - The
railway progressed as the Army aivanced.
‘Pre iminary investigations and careful survey
were - impossible,  previous  info-mation
iregarding the country and the location of
fresh  water was searce and somewhat
unreliable, 'and the only necessity was to
keep the railhead as near the fighting line as
possible, Thus it is not to bs wondered
rat that the alignment is not altigether
that which would haive besn adopted had
it been ' possible to. make careful su veys
for a commercial railway ; and at some
later date re-alignments, which will shorten
the line some 17 miles, will doubtless be
vndertaken. This metre gauge sestion of
the linais laid with 75lb. rails and Indian
broad gauge sleepers. :

The second section of tha lire started
in August, 1918, discontinued in Octoker

e
and the railway aunthorities have had to
consider.
That the
would necessitate throngh railway connec-
tion has long heen recognised Tt had been
projected befors the war to extend the
Baghdad Railway to Basra via Karbala and
Najaf, following what has come t6" be
known as the ‘ desert routa” Such a lire,
comparative'ly cheap to eonstruct, whilst
giving - facilities  to Karbala and ' Najaf,
which . doubtless - thev ' require, and -wjll
be provided with as develooment proceeds,
would not, however, make for the develop-
ment of the fertile area between Basra and
Baghdad throngh which the line now under
construcrion passes, The decision has mnot,
however, always rested between these two
alternatives. During the war the question
of a through ronte wii the Tigris was on
more  than one oceasion mooted, - This,
however, may be considerad an accident of
local military conditions ; and tha country
is rather ta be congratulated that the mili-
tary exigencies *did not involve the construc-
tion of the Amara:Kut link during the
war, for this in all . probability would bawve

committed it to this trunk line of railway °

for some years to como, The Basra-Amara
and  Kut-Baghdad lines were constructed
to meet military requirements and exi-
gencies, and were never portions of any
develop t or cial scheme . for
an_ initial trunk line between Basra and
Baghdad, though ihay cams nigh to being so
considered.

Prior to the necsssity of deciding on ‘hu
exact loeation of the Euphrates through route,
the standard gauge Baghdad-Hillah line had
heen eonstructed in early 1918 to bring into
Baghdad the grain from the Hillah district
aud the eountry south of it. Thes, when
a final d had to be made there existed

1918, and recommenced in March this
| year, gay being laid with 50Ib.  rails and
| 'metre euge slespers. Thu routa fullowed
|is Ur. Khidhr, 8 Rumaithah,

mwnniysh Jarbu'iyah, Hlliah The pdnelpal
“kridge is across the Euphrates about a mile
above Samawah. It is a pile bridge of 13
spans of 30 ft.and a 40ft. swing span.
" Other bridges are a 450ft. pile bridgs
‘over the Suwair spill channel, a 56ft. b idge
with 18ft swing span over the Shuwait,
juss below Rumaithah, and a 120fs. pile
bridge with 38ft, swing span across the
Hillah Canal at Jarbu'iyah  The country tra-
| versed is mostly cultivated or eapable of cul-
tivation and the district populous.

The alignment in the centre of the section
diffsrs considerably from that it had been pro
posed to adopt, when it was first ordersd to
undertake construction inJuly, 1918, and has
involved surprisingly little earthwork, eonsi
dering ib traverses countiy which is subject
to the Euphrates floods. There will, howeyer,
be a very considerable number of minor hridges
end irrigation openings on  this section, The
location of this middle section of the through
| railway has perhaps presented the most  in-
" “teresting problem which both the Government;

a standard  gange  railway to  Hillsh
ard a metre gauge line to Nasirigah and,
the project became the linking of these two
railways, though not necessarily their termi-
nal stations.  The present alignment
throughont its length was not at fist chosen.
Tt was propased todeviaste bstween Samawah
avl Imam Hamzah vid 'Atshan Wa'ar and
Musafiyah, crossing the two branches of the
Eaphrates, the ’Atshan, 3 miles, and the
Sabil, 12 miles, from Samawab and travers-
ing tha low-lying country between the two
branches of the river known as * The Island”
which might batter ha aﬁyled, during, the
flood season, * The Lake”. A complete
survey had not been possible and tha work
on this stretch was actually commenced.
The early floods of  this year | made
it quite clear, howsver, that this ronte would
be a very difficult-ove  to' maintain; and it
was deofded to abandon it in favour of the

‘The third section of the line, the Baghdad-
Hallsh length, requires only to be converted
to metre gauge by the shifting of one rail, a

uevelo'pmrnt of the country.

gt F s

process which will necessitate l:hn closing hﬂ
the line for a few days only. Tais sectiomd
laid,. with 75lb. rails and Indian brosd
gauge sleepers  The mere linking of Bas
and - Baghdad by rail does not, ho'u'_""l}
Ia the problem of a train service. [&/
remains. to complete the terminal facilitins
at .Baghdad and these are complicated by
the: fact that on the right bank Baghdad is
nlrudy served. by two other gauges; ths
standard gauge (4’ 8}") of the Baghdad.
railway and the 2' 67 gauge on the Fallujak
branch ; whilst the river Tigris cuts Baghdad
itself in two. A railway bridge connecling
the two banks is at preseat out of the gues
tion, but it is hoped to provide a wagon
ferry which will virtaally result in rail
nection between Busra and the Persian. kore
via Baghdad, for the railway on the left ba
is metre gauge. il
The terminal facilities at the Basra u.ni,
will in time be modified to admit of handling |
the commercial traffic at the port mo-e con |
veniently and more cheaply, but the good:
terminal station will remain, where for al./
practical purgoses it now is alongside ths
wharyes, Trains for Baghdad or even for
Persia, if the wagon ferry is provided, wiil
be Mshsll&-d in: the, port within a fow |
yards of the ship’s side. laitially it is hopeo 4
that, a daily chrough  passenger train wi
run _each  way betwsen Basra ang
Baghdad in 28 ‘hours whilst the goods,
trains will be scheduled in about 48 hours
Later. as the liae consolidates there shu:lu
‘be considerable improvemant in the passenger |
timings down to say & 12 hour or less, but
for this modern bogie rol!mgatmk now
under uonmdprnt:un for provision, and some
passenger “engines  will be required.
The g(_)od! capacity of the line will bo.
amﬁl‘a to t all present requirements.
For the | pur of working, the through |
line vxll be divided into three seetions. —
Bura Ur and Nasiriyah, TUr to Diwa !
npd Diwanigah to Baghdad ; engine f:
ehlhging stations and railway colonies being
established ut Ur and Diwaniyah, Ji
At thm places, and also at Sm.,"h‘
and  Hillah, it is proposed to pm'm'
m dation for the refresh i
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m

or wesk ending December 13th

1810, Metre gauge Aughllliah connection with bend

rall head mile 145.11 (1 group undecipherable)

Jarbulyah bridge swirgspan complste 4C feet span

in position-abutmsnte cormplete, Sappers fur-whola .

bridge 15C (1 group undecipnerekle),

Ge2.0cplies to:

-
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~ TAREPERASE. é
SARRI RN,
Frem : G,H.Q., Mesopotamia
To 1t~ War Office,
it espatchéd 1338 20th cember, 1010
Reectived 1100 27 T il
ved 1100 27th cember, 1201¢,
X, 7914, ecesmber 20th
iy T - A
Kay I have s reply te Q/5120 of Novemue n
¥+ & !
1vth y!\,ﬁ-ﬁ), regordivie provigion ef Quorierng. fuge
rallway staff ir kagop otamia,
C.e2: Copios to
.
— Y
% iR

Initla Office,

YAY
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SECRET i
Paraphrease , o
From:= G.0.Ce in C., Mescpotamia,
Toi= Wop Office.
& Repeated :« Wor Section, S1:de.,
I.G.Cs, Das
Despe d = 11,10 12,12,19.
Reced i= 09,30 20,12.19,
X, 7643 December 1dth.
¥ Woek ending Ducomber 6th progress roport ? - (4)
Ketre gnuge UR-HILLAH connectlion: Roilhead miles 140, 2
‘1 group undec.) Military 1ine towards KIFRT - temporary
track - ? ecnatruction opened to KINGERIAH for traffie on
E December 3rd, JARDUIYAH bridge piles capped swing span
! pletform complete. % for whole bridge 75%.
C+2 4+ Coples to:-
o= D .I:ov:rements .
e — —
—

A
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PARAFHRASE » BB GCRRET
From: G.0.C, Mesopotamia,
e To: War Office.

00 6
20 12

Desp. 13
Recd. 21

X,7809 Decomber 6th,

Progress report week cnding November 29th, 1919,
metre gauge Ur Hillah connection rail head mile pest 49 point
2 Temporary military line ? towards Kifri
temporary track. Plate laying mlle 33 point 0.

Eartnworks miles 33 pojnt 5,

Sallahlyah bridge complete.

C.2.Copies to: ARMY COUNCIL
DeMsOy DD M,0O,
M,0e2428434
DM,I, D,DM,I,
M,I1,2,2b,
MiR,2,

S.«R.l,
D, ,Mov,
S.D.2,
D,S.1,
Indla Office,
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—

From - ar 0ffice,

o 1= G,0.C , Menopotamie,
Dsspatched 2100 11t

$

December, 191¢.

Refercnce your X, 7779 of Nevember 2Gth.

Qalyers cn aligeent proposed

in standard gauge with materials as

ty

ted cost 9f constructing line to

you snd leid

stated.

Also give epproximate time 3f cers truction,

Y4y
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Parapnrase,

From‘- G.o.c., Mesopotamia,
TOiw War 0ffice,
Repeateds. India,

Dospatenedsa 18,30 ks12 .19,
Received:. 09,15 12,12 «19,

. £.,7832 December 1lthe {1
| Reference X/7735 of November 17tn,

As season now suitable and tpresent distribution of labour
favoursble for commencing must press for sanction to commence

QAIYARRAH Extension,

2 s

Cs2, Copies toi.
ARMY COUNCIL
D.M.0. D,D,M.0,
M, 0.2. 2a, 2 »
fvls D.D.M,I,
2 & BI
R. & B,
D. D,D.8,D,

LTS e

¢
m@szu

WMol
I,
.I.
S,
«Ds

-
=

.Movsmanta.
D&.M.Q,
GeM.G,6,
D.BITU

Indla Office,
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i
¥
Your 82308, my E.A, 2873,
i As soon ms permission of Apap Autheorities
1s obtained Lieutenwzt Colonel Neweom:o mith one
other officer will start for preliminery reconnaissence
vis Azrak snd Purks. Recornalssspce will talke 2 to 3 weeks,
|
e Thers is no objectim to taking on the
\
01l pipe englneers as part of the R.A.&®. as wall:
suggest by "postal maintenance" is meant enly the supply
r o .
of sparesstcres md fusl,
Neo machines or parsonnel could be supplied. H
B \8 BO s pesslble I will asceriain
t the attitude of the Arab fuatherit €8s at Dumascus would
I cowards the arvey party for detailed reconnalssance.
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Desp, 0010 30,11,19,
Recd, 0900 7,1%.19.

X.7779 November 29th,

Required part of telegram repeated as regaested.

O

na

o .
Enliaiyarah, If sanction

(=]
et

Part III, Extension t
now accorded vital for effecting econtmies relief transport.
It is so near winter rains that full relief traneport.cannot
ve effected this winter, Thersfore recommend that line

be bullt at rate which will bring full relief against great
summer heat. Aligrment recommenced to Tulul-Al-Bak thence
high level route to Qiirayeh. Ag 1t avolds much bridging
and heavy grades this 1s advisable, Antlocipate submerging
approximetely 100 feet of brldging material, Suffielent
stendard gauge permanent way material can be made availlable
from Ur-Nasirlysh=-%Sar line Tulul-Al-Bak to Sherd line and
sidings. All 50 1lb, from Amarah line and Kut-El-Amarah

spare sidings now in through route could be utilised 41% if

not considered too light. Consistent with safety extension

will bo kept as tomporary as posslble. Desire to draw

attontion to advantages of rall road ccnnection with ? reported
Qairayah oll fields local scurce from which we arc now drawing
petrol, but are compelled to throw away residue of fuel cil as
transpertation sc non-existent, Reference paragraph 4.s.ievssss
C.2.Copies to: ARMY COUNCIL., D.M.Os D.DM.0., Mc0.2.2a,3,

D.M.I. DDMsL,;, MyE:2.28b; M.B,2,, S.R.1,, D.Movs,,
SDs2., D.B8.T,, India Lffice,
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Fro - G.0 s opotamia
b4 1 o s ~
To te War Off War Section, Simla -and

i g e e

i -
Y X. Y77¢ cipher Nivember 29th.
k Follewing le progress report for week
snding November 22nd.
etre gauge, Ur-Hillsh connectinn raill hesd at mils
: 112,85, Emergency (1 group undec.) militery line towsrds
4 fri, plate laying at mile 24.2, temporary track
.:2 sarthw-rks at mile 33.2, Temporary Diyslah high level
ridgd opeéned to rallway trafflc,
.‘ Sallehiyah 96 per cent,
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5 C R BT (&
p.
4*"}
— { .
Fr=m t- G.0.C., Mosopotamia.

To e o Wep Offloce,
Repeated Egypt.

Daspatched 1310 2Bth Nsvember, 10185,
~ Ryceivcd 1540 5th Pecember, 19012,

X, T?77. November 28th,
Your 82306 M.0,2, Ndvember l4th Para. 6.
No trouble is anticipated with the Beduin as far as
our portien ofi:the reconnalesance 1s cencerned.
Oniy precentlens censidered necessary are

taken 1.8. & small escort and an Arab of each tribe

likely to be encountered by the reccamnalssance.

& c.2, Coples to :- Army Council, D.R.R.
! D.D, .0, M.R.2,
2a, 2b, 3, Aulody
(for sir Ministry).
D.D.M.I, F,1.5
o, S 1} R g g o B e P
F.O0.(Mr, Kids
Sec¢, }.D.C.E.
Lord furzen.
Parias,.
Versailles,

o
)

e

n

v1, Pepys).
wn )
en ),

‘,

b
P
3 A

4

Y.y i gk i Sa dmd ) 18 Ga JOR/L/MIL/5/790 :g sl
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »l/archive/81055/vdc_100094403025.0x000004 :dsai )il jhad 458 e (ya se!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100094403025.0x000004?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

é’ "IV Alaall (padl ) By A [eLaY) Jaghd] duliu g paaal) dad)”
(YVoIY ) [BY Y]

Yo ia gike da oSa ad ) 1,4 3 JOR/L/MIL/5/790 e sal
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »l/archive/81055/vdc_100094403025.0x000005 4zl jhad 458 e (ya se!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100094403025.0x000005?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

> NIV Alaal) bl 9 B [¥La) o ghd] Al Apyial) el
(YV oY e) [J\ ~Y']

|
/
.‘7“ E
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1.a, Mesopniania,
Lok War Office repoated C. in C¢. Indla,
2 X,.7755 Novenber 2324

a

10l rallway rolling stock from Basrah Baghdad

' s
line, Recommend th at his application be warmly
supported as from military aspect 1t will mean

addition to welfare of T the troops when
travelling and also will strengthen the military position

a8 regards vchiclea of which the present supply is

inadoquate to copo with c¢ivil traffic and much (sic)

.military movements during hot weathor.
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82576 eiphcr M,R,2.a,
Rofor my 80022/M.R.2.0, July 26th whero
proposal to dospateh from Frande 45 miles patls was mad
in the ovent of Kirkuk cxtonsion being sanctioned,
1

inis materlal will not now he sont owing to

delay in ebtnining deelsion dus to se

questions involved,
At earlicet rails would not be ayailable at site
bofore end March by which time op very soon after you
could relocase Kut-Baghdad trsck op portion thercofl,
Presume you ¢tn rely on that source of supply
cvont of Govornment sanctioning cxtension,
Acknowledgc,
Addressed Mesopotamlia repcated Indin,
C.2,Coples to: ARMY COUNC IL

e

133D Dhos Iy,
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«A,2873 November 2

Reference your telegram

Parans
conslisting of po

R.F.C. fficer

reconnais

of starting but conelder that

independent and that any attempt

C.2 .Coplea to:

(el

d.

Aoip
i inriarm

Recd.,

0900 27,1301

No.82506.

I'ropcse scnd at an early date party
officers survey officers and possibly

quent light cars for preliminary

you approxinate route and dato

cur roecnnalgsances should be

? to meet will bo useloss.

MeIel,

FalaSe
I.0.{Col.Pepys).
Fo0, (Mr.Kidston).
Sen.I.D.C.E,.

Lord Curzon.
Paris,.
Vorsallles,
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BAAALRAasE » g«:;z;mm 1420 18/1,%‘
A coelved 09002811 Ma,

From:- G.0.C.Mesopctamia,

To:= War Qffice.

¥/7735. 18th, ; !
Reference 8222§ cipher M.R.2A November 8th.

Paragraph 2. Decisicn re extension of line to Kifrt

rcad gventually neoted and will be acted on. ?Hald reilway

perscnnell will preceed according to existing programme and

personnel will not be retained in anticipatiom of further

extensicn.

Paregraph 5. If sancticn now accorded cxtensiom to Qaiyarah

)

vital for effecting econcmies and relief of transpori. It is
sc¢ near winter rains that full reliof this winter cennct
~be effecteds Therefors recommend that line be Bufdt at
rate which will bring full relief ageinst great summer heat.
--Alignment propesed Tulul-Al-Bak thence (3 groups undea) te
Qalyerahs As it avolds much bridging and heavy grades this
is advisable, Anticipate requiring approximately 400 feet
of rridging material. From Ur-Nasiriyeh branch ling suf-

ficlent standerd geuge permenent way material can be made

;35 available. Tulul-al-Bak to Shargat line and sidings. All B0

" ?{ peund frem Amarah line and Kut spere sidings now in through

b route cculd Tutilize 41% if net acnsidoered tec light.
Ccnsistent with safety cxtension will be kept os temperary
as pessilble, Desire tc draw attenticn to advantages cf rail
connecticm to Qaiyarah oilfields lcoal scurce from which we f
are now drawing petrol, btut as transportetion facilities 3

1
! nen-oxistent non-existent have net (sic) been compellod

' io throw away residue ¢f fuel eil. Reference paragreph
i

4 your 81256 was received ot B.H.Q. on Octcber 7th. Withe

|
roference to India aph department cennct verify dote of i
|
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Parapnrase,

From‘- G.H.,Q,, Mesopotamia,

To s War Office,

X,7732 November 18tn,

Roferencc your 82141 M.R.24A of November BGtn,
It is essentlal to sanction also that such progress as

can be made with the provision of quarters snould be L

undertaken,
mention that progreses
bricks for items 6, 7
Expendi ture this
Rupees.,
Anticipated that

quarter may he one of

In my X.

N

——

Despatched:- 19,35 18,11,19,
Receivedi- 08,00 25,11,19,

7334 dated August 14th I omitted to
was being made in the provision of
and B,

yoar would not be more than 58,000

expenditure up to 28 Lakns ?for

tho principal works in 1920-1921.

Proper nousing of staff to work the lines in operation is

a first consideration

towards efficlency and unless quartcrs

are provided early difficulties in respect of obtaining and

keeping the staff will be greatly accentuated,

C.2, Copies

ot
ARMY (OUNCIL.
D.M.O, D.JD. N.O,
M.0.2, 2a, 3.
DiM. I DD M3,
M.I.R. & B,
M.I.2. & B,
M.R.24.
M.R:3 o
S«Rele
D.Movs,
F.l:5s
D.F.W.
Flla;sl4l

Indla Office,

YV\Y

s e de Sa Auad ) 1l G JOR/L/MIL/S/790 e sl

http://www.qdl.qa/: »J/archive/81055/vdc_100094403025.0x00000e s ) ki &ia ke (a se!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100094403025.0x00000e?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

@ "IV ) (bl 1) 2 B [Vl b ghd] Adpan g Lpypaal) <)
(YV VAR i) [.E\ ~V]

" i gk i Sa dmd ) 18 Ga JOR/L/MIL/5/790 :g sl
http://www.qdl.ga/4x s»l/archive/81055/vdc_100094403025.0x00000f ;i )il jhad 458 e (ya se!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100094403025.0x00000f?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

"IV dlaal () ) 3 B [e¥laiy) da ghid] e g Ayl A"
(YVIYV0) [s)+A]

Bk
F | i
il | &

SECRET,

SEC

Paraphrase,
Froméi~ ¢.,0.C., Mesopotamia,
L jar O0ffice,

Repeated:- War Section, Simla
1.G.0,, Basra,

Despatened!~ 13,20 18,111,156,
> Recelvedi« 08400 25,11.16,.

X.7734 November 17th,

For weck ending

g November 8th propgress report is as

followgia

Metre gauge., Ur-Hillsh connection, Railehead miles

Emergent Military linc towards Kifri - temporary track.
Bartoworks miles 3 14 Plate-laying miles 24 - 2,
Temporary Diyalah hipgh level bridge 87,5 per aent
S8alleniyan bridgs 70 per cent,

C.24 Coples to'a

.57
SeDe2y
India

Yye
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M From: r Of
Tos &:0.C-

strategic

will pr'ob'.al;] aven 1141;.;,
route.

rmy‘zu.t
being ut 7

Engin
for oil
iJ"} I’Wm

@
=
[+]
r*
@ﬂl

- Afte
for rail

to aet a tne earliest possible date,
With rega survey tne following arrangements
are proposed.

rmanent air route will probably eventually follow that
'1 for rallway,. To obtaln
R‘A.r. advantage should therefore

(YVIYYY) [sY 9]

B B O R BO 121/3/1804 (M.0.2.),

Mesopotamia.

tant fr us
"'i th Turkey

e It ia
tnc final
a stan a:"r‘

wnolly wi

no commercial line acmoas tone JORDAN
f the Hx.,.-:H‘n,j line from HAIFA to
cted line eastwa

rds should

nee should be carried out
c*ﬂd be sent to make an
L.::‘;TJ route within 4
te meeting recon sance

4 alr reconnaissarce

hortly by one or two oil pipe
to inveatipgate the route
pendent on raliway, Wt may

""xoﬂ_i not however be delayed on tnis
preliminary report,

mnr".l inior
4

taken of

tion required by
railway reconnai

reliminary r'elo*"r 8, detalled reconnaissances
€ wrried ocut as it is important

It 18 desirable for ol!.tir)f.l reasona to empansise tne poin

tnat tials work is being undertaken for military (strategic) purposes.
towill, qm.ever, _c:t,J._nl1 be carried ocut by a party of some

20 oll pipe specialists z to tne‘ Lnglo=-Persian 011 Compang
It is suggested tm.t tnese men gnould be officially taken |

by you
paras

ney

sena (\u G

You are requested to give your views on tne mactlcabllity
of er*"lc,},'n" these civilians as sugg ses ted nbove as it is recognised
partial mﬂil’t“n-.r.nf‘ﬂ of tnis flignht may devolve upon you,

nder the provisions of F‘isl:i Bervﬁ.cc Regulations, Part
pn 142, 1if you see no objection,

will be tecnnical experts of the demobllized officer
and will fnelude the personrel of a Flignt consisting of four
anes for photo-survey work, wWnich tne Compan_/ is snxious to

inconvenle
point i~ t‘qat wnile they must of course be subject
r.u‘mry restrictions and comply with any milltary

;) s+ Yet at tne same time they will
sible to tnelr Employers - Tae Anglo-Persian

It

ARRY
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Y s in suppile 1
- will be commuriested Lo jou l

1

ase also report on the prokable attitude of the
douin tow 3 tne sugpested reconnaissance parties,
and wnat measures will necessary for their protection.

the final

a8 re T ed bove, you
;f reconnalsss trcu
me time

Por‘\'-.:r'sion

M.0:2:2a.2b,3,

MeC,4.( for Alr Ministry).
D.M.I. D.D.M.I.

M.I.2.2b.R.Rb,6b,
-~ D.S.D

- HEEUOUOY

0ty H
@

| =
Q
Ho OOHHN 9 m

L

=
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i elelue 0 Le 8
1 Lr g rdin rail 8 i
30D0 .
C February 1 «C. Mesopo :]
E+h Tl 10
y 2% 1 P B
& . 44
J e 0 e 3 0.5/ <004 3 u A«
i
4 & . 1$h  Falvw
On 4% ly 1919, OQffice in their +th July
. e
L i s —
Q. olnted O t t o o % 1ecesgity “‘
for ony re re 1 e limite
o L
G 1 Iy r & 11Cltl roved D
. y o s f ;| -
1 T« 1Ce. & 10110 il1ines

(a) -Shurainmiyah 1ge.
\1‘\\ Baghdad - Quraitu.
1 =3 “ 3 ¥
5a gran De 10 line or 1 gontl ]
b further ti ill
A\t present ¢ Al ~Baghdad line 1
1wt to i s
In consequence of { rders the G.0.C.
0 i r 6 ther the
rey i i w c 0r )}
—a® 11 OEEip » $:
i w108 of € 11th t r asked r Qffice oct.
gther or not § rr t b

'he original War Qffice programme conie ated
1 A L - P 1 4+ ot
the completion o asrah-Baghdad 1 meire g
ey - th ol -
“ L LoV L vOL ] |4 c J 1
illelr line to metr AUEe.

Sines however the War Office in their No.'7944(0

t

of 4th July 1919 had ordered that the conversion of the

Baghdad-Hillah line was not to be put in hand for the
time

e ———e e ——
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- 1 - 1 < ~F " o 1aA o A
time being the construction of on Ferry at Baghdad would
ave been of less use wit t its conversion
. : The War Office therefore reconsider the guestion and
= ') =41 4 +1
1I' calsl 01 O ovember ve no ncétioned t r o)
s Pochdad 1% al S g e » o $ e E
e O the Baghdad-Hillah line and also the construction of the
0 erry at hdad in order to linl the right ar
£1 bank of the Tigri e rs icl re
oi t ork of presgent. il
+ N - s n ry -
L1th Aug. th reference to G.0.C. po taniss gr 0. 7334
= dated 11th Augus ro r rence % ra. the
$- g
1\ ) it ior r
of Sa
2a aversi 0 t Hil “
3. Port of terminal metr
4, Tagon Ferry and link.
|~ TAanamat s aha . md s o 28 e
J. LOCOQOIOL1VE 1ed g and water gu 1168,
ote. re necessary for opsrating the line.
& + b |
8un Qat. | I U e gth Qctooer ra.l
1 telesgr od therein re sent 8 G.0.C. sopotamie
o 43
/ 288Kl im to « 3o undert 2 orks wi . sanction.
M 5
ra. tions t ompleti of t r ini 1 iles
to Zifri provi that by =o doing labour is not retaine ie

Para. 3 regarding Qaiyara extension,as it is im ible
t 1oply 60 e.m. materials the expediency of utilising broad

geuge sleepers fro

Amara line, spare sidings of the Fut-Baghdad line, and laying

standard gauge to Qaiyara is sugyested as a temporary measure.
T £1 4+ T b ¥~ wr ',_1‘

. 4. ls with © subject of felegr 0.81<56 which

1 + 1 + ree rad 1 time ston worl

7ol sl e 0 PO taml salG n a 0t recelived tilme Lo St WO rk
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From: G,H,&, Mesonotamia,
To: War Office repocted ind:a,

Desps 13290 12,8,19,
Reod, 1600 14,819,

X.7354 August 1lth,

Your 80115 ciphor MeRe2.a. July 30th.
2e Approximate estimates under following headings coastruction
énd working expcnses in lakhs of rupccs arn: A,09%-14 2/3;
Bu13-33%: €,11%-15 1/3: D.ag-14; E.23-1 1/5,
Se I‘;;:clua“-_irg cost of permament viay and other matorial
already in the country, ostimatod at rupccs 22 lakhg,
4, There will be no saving until Kut-el-imsra 1ine is
dismantled after which ostimated monthly roduction in
expenditure is 2% lakhs,
5. Lornings estimated at rupees ZO-J,OOO-monthly rising to
rupeces 500,000 ? before cloge of 1920, but these fig 8 are
puro conjoeture,
€ Redmetion of majority of portion of fleet probably
eaving 2% millions sterling per vyear Plus capital value of ships
avallable for sale, Also save whole Kut-ol-Amarys, and Amara
river bases with staffs rest camps, hospitals, i1ge Plants, s tean
repair yards end elsotrilc Installations,

lekhs rupees per month,

ol

Te : |
8 Fiftesn lakhs rupces excluding rails and rolling stock,
See my telegram H0,X,7324 dated August Tth,

S, 2 loakhs & month. For 2 trains daily.

10, Items 142, Part of item Bb‘z-ornzj.nal metro gauge siation
at Baghdad, 1tom 4 “End part of item 12, 1,c., loasomotive sheds
and water supplj.cs./ Re futuro of I,%.T, fleet sce elso my

tclegram No . X,7325 August 8th,

C.2.Coples to: ARMY
D.D.S.D., D.D.M,0,

M.R.2o8yy M 0.3,

O COUNCIL., D.S.Ds, DuMeOu, Ful,b,,
s DoMovw,, W.F,, 8.D.2., M.0¢2.20,3,,

YYo
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2 SECRET,
fromé~ dar Offise. Parapnrasec,
Toi= %.0.0., liesopotamia.
Despatchedi- 20,00 4.7.19.
79440 cipner H.0.2. Your X.5687 of March 22nd.
Cancel War Office lotter 121/3/1322 of March 21st.
It is necessary that strictect esonomy should be observed and
[ that Railway expenditurc snould be limited to military require-
ments explicitly approved by War Office.
Wekks waich appcar not of immediate military neeossity are
included in Rallway works outlined in your ﬁ/?ﬁbé/@5 of February
S5th and these must bc postponed.
Hork on fellewing lines may proceed
(a) Sauraimiyan lMosul in GO em. gauge.
(b) Baghdad Guraitu,
As to Basran Baghdéd line furtner communication will be sent
- but work in progress on this may contime,.

At present conversion of Hillan Bajndad line is not to be put
in hand.
In view above reply now far estimate in your G/2684/42 of May

2nd can be reduced,

C.2. Coples to?- ARWY COUNCIL, C.I.G.S.
MiR.1le2430 D.C.I.G.8,
D.Faile FoleDoe
F.W.5. B.B.BiD;
M.0.2. 2as 3. 5.D.2,.
D.Ma0. DuD.liaCo 1 Fs

Cont. Sal.
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- HEARISTE
| r Ho. qfz684/23, ‘~\\H‘~“ Ao General Hemdquerters,
I & Mes. Ex. Foroe,
| 6th. February 1919.
! To,
| Seqretary,
War Office,
| London,
‘ 8ir,
i With reference to your telesram No.73864 Cipher
H.0.8., duted 15th., Janmuary 1919, I have the honour to
f forward herewith & memorandum by my Director of Rallwaye
giving an outline of the lWorke comtempluted for the through
route. I ¢oncur in the remarks and propos2le mede,
and the Civil Commissioner, who hase been referred to, also
conours.
I would ssk for your approval to proceed on these
lines.
-
I have the honour to be,
W) 8ir,
Your obedient Zervant,
(8igned,) E. Marshall.
Lieutensnt Qeneral,
Commanding-in-Chief,
Hesopotamisn Expeditionary Force.
Copy to,
Chief of the Generul Staff,
Army Headquarters, VT ;;j’ ol M
3L 8L P
""""""""" s 1//a;
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COPY/¥ A3, (‘_-' ’E:; )
-~ Ho.0/886/136. 0ffice of Direetor of Railways.
o Saghdud, 20th January 1919.
i0,
G.H.Q.

emortndum,

As it oppeurs possible that & Clvil

Government mey not be set up in thie country for some time,
I think it sdvisable to brimg to your notice the work which
is involved in completinz the Baghdud-Basrsh and Saghdsd-

EKhanikin lines.

War Office telegrem No, 73864 of Junuary 1l3th.
merely spesks of completing the Ur-Hillah portion of the
Fuphrates route, but as it spesks of this line &s the
baskbone of future comstruetion in this ecountry, I desume that
the intention is thst the whole system Basrah-Baghded-Khsnikin
1s to be brought up to & recsonsable commergisl stendard of
efficlenay.

This involves certein works whose necesslity is
open to no doubt, while others cen be deferred,

I suggest therefore, that the following

B Memorsndum should be Forwarded to the War 0ffice for the
informution of the Depsrtment of H.l!s. Government which ie

conoerned with the future of Hesopotamis. E.M's. Government

will then be in & position to say if we =re ncting on lines
whieh have their approval. The principal items of the work
4o be carried out may be zrouped as follows:-

L~ 13} The completion of the embsnkment snd layinz the
rails hetweeq_vr ;;;};EEEES’ The work is alresdy &n prozrese,
48 ;lles of embankuent have been completed, and wooden pile
bridges over the it/shan, Sebel und Hillah branchee of the
Epphrates are in progress. 60 miles of ralils sre avellable
ind will be laid from Ur northwerds; the remainder (100 miles)
eannot be layed until conditions udmit of dlsmuntling the

Kut-Baghded line. Assuming that this con be commenced in

July or August it is 2nticipsated that rail communication between
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B 4
| - Basrah and Baghdad will be established in Cotober oy
- Hovember.
- Ix) “he conversion of the Bashdsd-Hillah line to metre

gauge,

Though on the face of it u retrograde step L think
thie is necessary. A transhipment &t Baghdud where most
of the traffiec will originste or terminste will not be &
great inconvenience, while & bresk of gauge et Hillsh would
serlously reduce the efficiensy of the Basru-Baghdad line.

doreover this plan will give for the time being
& econtinuous metre pauge line from Basrsh to Khanikin. it

7 will elso enzble us to concentrste into one central workshop
&t Baghdad sll Loeomotivefd and Cerriasge and Wazon work both
standard send metre muuge.

There can be no doubt that the cost of a
tranehipment yerd ot Hillah, the annuel cost of trenshipment
iteelf, and the manintensnce of separcte metre maume Loco
Shope on the Basrah-Hillsh system, would cost more than the
gonversion of the Baghdad-Hillah line and ite eventusl
re-conversion to stenderd gouce.

The conversion of the Baghdad-Hillsh line will if

possible be curried out o that it will be complete by the time
the Ur-Hillah link is finished.
L (3) Terminal metre gauge stution at Bashded.

T?‘E??Eﬁiééea to lﬁcuts.thi; alongeide the
standard gauge station of the Saghdad-Sumerreh 1ine, and the
General layout of the station yard, transhipment yard and
engine shed ie beinz based on the sssumption that both

_ Btoundard snd metre gaume lines will be under the £Eme
edminietration. Should the existing Yaghdsdssscerrah line
be under & separate sdministration it mimht be necessary to
modify the arrangements proposed.

: “he etation yard with the Loco Shed &0 will be

carried out cimultaneously with (2) end (3) above.
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= (4] Metre goupe I;Qk and fgqqqﬂ!g{sgﬂyqilgia the Right
and Left bnax“;y;tému. ik
i sl QSEQ‘link will be essentiesl until the Tigris is
~ bridged. The only suitable site for the ferry lies about &
miles below Baghdad und the totsl length of the limk, will be
about 7 miles.

All meterisl and barges for the ferry and connecting
lines are sveilable in the country, except some shore girders
which are svailable in India. It i& hoped to get = ferry of
some sort eetablished before the diementling of the Kut line
commenses, in order to facilitate transhipment of material.

(8) Central Loco & Carrisge & Wagon Zhops at Baghdsed, °*

These will be planned for botk atandsrd and metre geudes
their s2iting and layout will, therefore, be based on the
sssumption mentioned in (3) sbove, viz that both mauges are
under the same sdmivistration.

The exisiting temporery shops at JHUAIBAH, Knt and
Baghdad coneist mostly of temporary buildinge of mud s brick,
but there sre two shops at SHUAIBAH which will be moved
eventuslly.

. Suiteble chedding for new shops was ordered early
in 1918 snd wes arriving when hostilities cesced, 8BS was
never erected; this shedding asnd the Zhuaibah shops will be
ample for the central shops Tor aometime to come. Ite
erection will be taken in hand as soon &8 the design of
layout is complete and the land is sgquired. ;nfficiont
machinery for the equipment of the eentral shope is sveilable
in the e-untry includine that pnow at Shuslbah, Eut and Baghdsd.
The completion of these shope is of the utmost
importance to the future efficleney of the whole aystem, but
it omst be 5‘ leest 12 months before they will be in & position
to any work and their completion will probably take E jyears.
(8) “tation buildinge and Goods Sheds.
Bone exist &t present, save & few buildings of mud

and brick. Approximetely 756 wayside stations besides

b'_—
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terminsl statlons at Basrsh und Bamhded heve to be built.

The completion of nll these will probably teke 2 to
3 yeurs,

(7) Offices for the Railway Administration.

The present sccommodetion is temporary; under the
exleting orrenisation each senarate gyetem is under the control
of an Assistant or Leputy Director on the spot. This
orgunisation must cease when the 3 systems sre linked up and

control must then centre in the heud office. This meane

1
I
l
|
i
|
é
larwely increased secommodstion in the head office, and it 1is,
therefore, essentisl that new 6ffices should be built without
l delny.
f (8) Housing for the Reilwsy Staffl
[ fractiecolly nothing exists &t present beyond the
! mud brick snd timber huts put yp st verious places during the
War, “his ie e work of the utmost importence if we sre to
secure staff ut remsonasble rates, Little can be done this
Jetr beyond brick burning and the whole vrogremme of housing
for some 15,000 Officers &nd men must tske 3 or 4 yesurs to
_ complete.
i (?) Terminal facilitiee at Makina, Basrah snd Mazil Port.
lgkine station was originalljlsid out with & view
to Militory neede and for a port very muoch smaller than that
* now existing,
. It will eventuelly have to be moved to a new site
in order to wive & more convenient entrance to the new port,
and the linee giving sccess to the wharves must be completely
shanged., These ochanges have slways been kept in view in the
layout of the port; plans for the new station end sgcesa to
the port are practically complete. This work involves no
diffieulty but it esnnot be attempted at preecent.
Et precent dakina ie the nearest station to Bssrah and
Aghar (on the river) both some 3 mlles away, An extension
into Ashar will be essentisl to meet eivil and eommercial

needs and it 1s hoped if labour is available to cet this
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doue &g soon e the through line is open. Plans for this !
a8 extension have slrendy been prepered,
(10} Permenent Bridges.
i~ The pile bridmes over the Atshean, Sebel and Hillsh
branchee of the Euphrates will have to be repliced by
masonry bridwes in the course of thr next ¢ or § yeeras.
It 18 not proposed to sttempt this st present.

4 laree number of minor bridges snd irrigstion
eulverts throughout the whole ecystem, which consist at
present of timber or corrusuted irom pipee must be replaced
graduslly by masonry struectures.

(11) 4 bridge over the Tigris at baghdud will eventually
be 8 neceesity for the efficiency and economiesl working of the
whole syetem. It will replace the wagon ferry mentioned im
(4) above. it would probsbly be sited just sbove Baghduzd

and chould carry & road and footway ne well se the traok.

Ite cowst is not likely to be much under £100,000. but ite
construetlion presente no great ensineering d41ffioulty and with
edequate preparation it could be built in two low wuter sessons
(July - November).

It 1s proposed to met out preliminary plune this year
80 that orders for the nevesesary plsnt and zirders o=n be
placed wvhen the conctructiom of the bridge is decided on.

(1E) hggngtive Sheds , ahter'gngiizg. Signals, Interlocking
ete. L :

Loeo Sheds of eteel asnd corruguted iron were ordered
e8rly in 1918 from Indis snd are nesrly all in the country.
Sufficient sheds sre aveilsble to meet the heede of the near
future; with the e:ccﬁtlan of Wukina none have yet been erected.
Pumping plent in the country or om order will meet the needs of
the system for some time,

Little or nothing has been done in the way of ilgnale,
but ordere sre now being placed for instellations of the

simplest kind.

Lo interlocking will be attempted at present.
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(13) The construotion of & metre guuge line from Baghdad
to the new Cantonment on the left bank ( about & miles ) in
agoordance with recent orders is being undertaken at once;

it ie assumed that thie line will be permsnencey and 1t will
be constructed sccordingly.

It will be realised from the sbove that althourh
very little is needed at present in the wey of plant or
méghinery from outeide Mesopotamia, the amount of work to be
done in the country die consideravhke, and, taken in conjunction
with the programme of the irrigation and Werks Departments, far
beyond the present labour resources of the country.

Importation of Indien lebour on & considerable sosle will,
therefore, be neceseary to complete the programme outlined
ebove, a8 well as for the operstion of the railways themselves
wntil sufficient Arsbe and other loocal inhabitante can be founmd
and trained to rallway work.

It ie not proposed to carry out any permsnent work on
the Basra-amersh or Baghdsad-Dhibban line until it haa been
decided whether these lines are to be retained as & perman uny .
bor is it porposed it carry out sny permenent worke on the
3aghdad-3amarreh line build, but not completed by the Baghdad
Reallway Compeny, or on the Samerrsh-Baiji Extension built
during the War, until tha future atatus of thie lines has been

finally determined.

(8izmed.) G. LUBBOCK.
Brig.-General.

Director of Railways.

Yé)
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Prom War Office.
| To G.0.C.Mesopotamia, repeated C. in C. India.
i Desp. 22.00. 13.1.19.
1 73864. cipher M.0.2.
The Government has agreed to the following
policy with regard to railway construction in the
iiiddle East.

(1) The backbone of all future construction in
Mesopotamia will be & through line via Eutghrates
i from Basrah to d. Thne section of the line
between Nasrieh and Hillah will accordingly be
completed as early as possible. Metre gauge will
be adopted but the permanwnt way will be construected
80 as to admit of conversion from metre to
standard gauge should this policy ever be ado}étsd.
No conversion at present is however contemplated.

(2) The metre %augﬂ line will be extended to Fhanikin.
If negétiations withthe Persian Goverment
subsequently allow this line may be further extended
in the direction of Kermanshsh.

(3) The survey for a line to Mosul via Kifri and Firkuk
will be completed, but the projected survey -
towards the Wazna Passg will be abandoned. - (This
decision gancels first para. of my 73595 cipher
(li.R.2.a,) 728 of 11th January).

~ (4) At present no extension along the Tigris towards
Mosul gr a{.ong the Fuphrates towards Hit will be
earried out.

(5) Work on the extension to Neh from Mirjawa will be
stopped.

(6) With reference to (1) sbove the metre gmuge line
between%aghdad amg %ut may be taken u%aoge
completion of the through ﬁl hrates line. The
material will then be available for other metre

gauge projects.

(7) With regard to the construction of a line towards
the Porsia Plateau from the head of the Persian
Gulf, no policy has yet been laid down but any
surveys now being earried out in this area may be
ggglﬁwd on the lines sugzested by General de

Olle.
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SECRET,

~ {
—~ ffice,
Mescpotamia repeated C, in C, India.
Poep, 2300 8,11,19,
~ (:."."1‘11/955' /rig\
67 Cetober 1ith, Paragraph 4 of my 80022 cf
cen divorccd from context which makes 1t clear
was an approciaticn of Policy which was
al decision, /
;‘ ;f 2 / Y
agraph of my 80115 of July 30th eonfirms this.
2, Al rep rrovided that by so
doing you ur which could b
"t horwige 50 far rema:erg
r.r1r= wed with the
ire net
—

rau lCLJ_fJV

ot the raflway
canutnxc tion

LALour ¢ arps employod on

Y n st awalt Govermmont doelsion

B TE t" .ned in anticipation of iction.
1

Jt pr-“” onnel

e Regarding

Now practically impossible
Lo supu*y of . ¢ 1

: w‘ tall

fro m Nasira
spare "16111{:
Extenaion bei
traffic couid
utilise lipght

nly and c‘:r“y'in-
section rail if yo

id down in my 70557
provw ding rai lhead
& _ﬂu. r

This proposal is ag:
of July 9th but cax
at Galyara unti1l well a

Economy will be af
‘,a.l'nppjvm cherges on mat
T o rly whon a d.crf1 1? T

fected in transhipment snd -in
&is from over Cable your views
2lgion will be

L_ztfs"*

Your Q/Lﬂ?o (qubeh ! legraph Aompany state

oh September 21st

12 of Septembar 16th
de .TE‘C‘ﬂ. ¥y b’t‘“@ e A
5C1 of Septomber 2¢th e

dolay in
not understoc
was aoknowled
and he has al

T

5. Immediate reply requested,

Addreoased Mesopotamia repeated India,

C.2.Coplas to: ARMY COONCIL MJ.R.2,a,
I L.D.M,0, L.R.R.
‘5 D80, -l 4,
¥,1.2.2b.R.Ro,
S.1.2, S,Ra1.
e R India Offige,

K. Fq
M.C.2.2a,%,
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SECRETD

X 7667 éth November,

ge] PESa Tanay g e o \i 1
£rogress repert for week ending lst November 1C1C,

Ve Y mty PO T T t4d

F Metre gouge, UR-LILLALH conne etion: Railhead miles 1 17%
v cant M*1 P in $amande W 1
Emergent Military line ‘owards XT RI temporary track,

A i i
Bartnworks miles 2§.8,

QAT AMTAN DV A S g o
SALLAHTAMPY AH bridge 5¢%., =< Temporary DIYALAH high-level

bridge &85%:

C.2. Copilea to'=

ARNY C
DML 0
W Eis
DM, T,
M.T

=
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n21h1 ~iihor M.R.RA/878. ;)

PN, 5
veur KXo 768 Optober 11lih roic raing wegen forry.

ne mov be acnverted tc metro rouge ond woson ferry
ne moy

' € nlotod .
Opders in my 79440 cf July 4th re;arding thrcugh
piute are horaky amended .
Ne werks cther than these menticnod in peragraph 10
ef weur X.o 7334 Ausust 11th are tc to undertaken.
As wrrks prerceds labeur pmpleyed ¢n this line tc to
ropatrioted as cuickly os pcssible.
Addrosscd Moscpotemia, ropectod Indlio.
¢ 1 A D.E
C.2.Ccpies to? ; Aot
- a1
| Ind
.
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SECRET,
From: Direcctor of Raillways, Baghdad.
~,
. War Office repecated War Section Simla and I,3.C, Basra.
Desp, 0900 29,10,19,
Recd, 0930 111,19,
~X, 7636,

For week cnding October 25th progress report,

Metre gauge,

Ur Hillah connection, Rall head

miles 110, (?) Emergent military line towards the Kifri

temporary track.

~

C.2.Coples to:

Same for week ending October 1llth,

ARMY GOUNCIL
DeM.Os D,D.M.O,
Ma042.28,3,
D.M.I. D,D.M,I,

=

M.R.2,
S.Ral,
DeSaT,
D,Mov,
S«De2,

1 12,20,

India Offlce,
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From :

Faraphrase.,

To

-~

Reilheed miles 96. (1 zroup
military line towsards Kifrl

Plute 1aying end esarthworks

bR e s

is progress

Railways, Baghded.

Wer Cffice and Communications.

Des s tcohed 1235 21st “Yctober

1919,

Received 200 25th October, 1918.

cipher Cctober 21st,

Yor week ending October 10th followinz

Metre Gauge.

port.

Ur-Hilleh connecti mn,
undec.) .mercency
temporary track,

stopped also bridie work

except where protection from flood is neceassary

to salegunard work ealresdy done,

»

0.2%

Cipies to

y Council.

¢ D.D.M,0.
i Pl S

DJDeVieIe

Ze e

D afia

India 0ffice.

YoY

s e da Sa Amd ) 1 G JOR/L/MIL/S/790 (e sall

http://www.qdl.ga/Ax »V/archive/81055/vdc_100094403025.0x000036 Amd il ki d58a e (i jel



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100094403025.0x000036?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

g | "IV alaall () ) Bl B [eYlaiy) da ghd] Al g dpaaal) doud)”
(YV+/Yeg) [.B\ YV]

Yot ia gike da oSa ad ) 1,4 3 JOR/L/MIL/5/790 e sal
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »V/archive/81055/vdc_100094403025.0x000037 :dsai il shad 458 o (ya se!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100094403025.0x000037?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

"IV ) (bl 1) 2 B [Vl b ghd] Adpan g Lpypaal) <)
(YV~IY°°) [J\ Y/\]

PoliaPiEasSh, SECKEKET,

From: Railiuys, Baghded,

,

T6s W.r Offige,

g= Dosp, 1655 14,10,19.
Reed. 1750 18,10,12,
~.7688 ciphcr Oevober l4th,

For wcel cnding Oetoher 11lth folloing
is progross resort, Yetre gauge Ur zilla, conneciion,
Lillhood milce A7 emergeney military linc towards .ifri
terporiry track o ihsoris miles 2547 plate liying
niles 20, Havelchisaa bridge P55, Lemporery Dialha
hish level bridge 62..

C.z.Conics to: sh 'Y G @CIL
PN DB 0. ‘Dali b, 0,

»
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~
OPERAT IONS . SECRET. J
PARAPHRASE. Despat ched 1810 4/10/19., {

Received 0830 8/10/19.
From:- G.H.Q. Bgypt.

Toi~ War Officd,
_reopeated G.0,C,{esopotamla,

E.A.2723 October 4th.
Your 81510,

1, Have dlscussed quistion with HMiss Bell who went to B\iri{a

in 1913 - 14 and others who are well acquointed with conditions

in Arablan desert. i : e
2. Conditlons as regardd railway construction on line proposed

~  in Baghded's X 7457 for reconnalssance may be summarized as

! follows.

(AT, In meX¥ing line from Hedjoz rallway ebdut Amman by Kasr
Azvalr towhrds Burkh and Kuban towards Euphrites there are no
o perticular enginctring difficulties, Country is unduleting
e tut not serious gradients, Numerous wadis which flood in ¥Winter
- and would require bridging.

(B), On this route the}-.‘e is no pe'r:cnnial wator and any which

| might be obtained by boring in wadl heds would most probably
be brockish. i

(C) ~Harrat or Redjil 1¥ voleefilc and coversd with lava rocks

ut railwey could run from Kasr to Burlaa without great diffi culty.

%, Lawrence will probably be able to confirm &Zbove. Is this
sufficicnt? I do not consider that any further information
would be gained by ¥oute or scroplane reconjjalssbBnce unless line
of fl¥ing levels were token by & roilway surveyor. This would
: require at loast o month and an expert Whom it would be difficulk
‘\ to find. Do you require it to be done?

4, Ahs al'r;eadsf pointed out In my telug'ram E.,A.2650 th‘ﬁf-e would be

#lmogt inguperable engineering difficultles in consbructing a
railway from vieinity of Amman to Heifa without entering area A,

M.0.X, Coples to i~

A,C,. D.J.0,. D.DM,0, M.0.280&B,
MeOuBe .0.4, D.H,I, M,I.2 & B, M.I.R & B, M.,I,6.B.
D.5.D. D.Q, MG Q.M.G.6y H,R.2, ATl
I.0.(CoL.Pepys). CF.O0.(Mr.Kidgton). F.0.(Sec.I.D.C,E,).
Lord Curzon. Paris, Versallles.
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sopotamia.

o Wer Office, ropeavcd 3imla and I.G.0, Basrah.

7=10-19,
10=10=1¢

Follewing, 1s prozrecss rocport for G n
Cile 4%h,

Stondard gauge temnorary militory cxton-
sion Bheppat capthyorks miles 52% nlatc l.7ins mile
527 cat station),

Keiroe geuge Ur illah conncotiion rail hecd
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