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From:+ War Offies.
To:= Ce in C., India.
Repsatcd:» G.C.C., llesopotamia.
Despatched:=- 16/6/1918.
G0454 clpher H.R.2.../105.
Refcrence Mecopotamia Transport Cormission Roport.

It would seem that one of thc chief causes underliying
the dfficulty which is felt in kesopotamia, affsucting
the roquiroments of transportation, is the fact that
there eiltts no technical limk in India conneecting
Iircetors irn the Fiald with the orgardzations in India
who are respcensible for the supply of parsonnsl and
matorials. In saying this, we are not forgetting tho
sormewhat limited powers vosted in Ileut-Colonel H.D.
Moxiell DeDul.uaT, Such a comnecting link ac wo refor
to, oxlsts as far as othor theatres of war are concerned
in Direector of :lallways and Roads and in the Dirsctor of
Inland Yaterways and Docks at Var Officc. Briefly thors
1s no apgent in Indla acting ontirely in ths intorests of
the Director of Rallways in iesopotania.

5 The sugpestlon therefore is that a tochnical staff should
be eorgunized under your G.i.G. which would be direetly in

touch with the organization of transport in Mesopotamia;

ok s

which also wounld fulfil the fcllowing functions:-
(a) Receive demands made from oversous.

(b} .mthorize modifications wilch will mirry up
supply while meeting roquirementa.

(c) Undertake responsibility of a tochnical nature
for establishments and quality of pergonnol.

R R RE—_

(d) Drayr up requicitions on supply departments.
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Pape 2,

(e} Ensure priority of SuppPly to an adequate extent.

(£} Provide for the following up of manufacture and
shipping.

(g) sdvise Directors overseas in what measure and at
what time demands will bo mot.

(h) Keep constantly in touch with military situation
in order to advise technically on quostions of
policy affecting military transportation as they
arisé and if necessary anticipate requirements.

Propesal does not necessarily involwe any chango in

pregent methods of obtaining material and reecmuiting personnel.

AHddressed:- Ce in ., India.

Repeatedi- G.0.C., kesopotamia.

Cs2+ Coples to:-

ALY Ul CIL.
DO,

K.0,.2,

MaRal.

FoRe3s
HeReZodis

™
Ledela
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From 3+ ¢, in O Inmdin.

To 4« War Offica.
Repe:ited G.0.C., Mesopotamia.

o

Despatehed 12.5 a.m. 22nd June. 191&.
Received 3.20, a.m. 24th June, 1918.
48788 June 22na, Q!?)
Your 6025?{LR.2.A./496 of June 18th.

With regard to railways, function propesed for proposed
transportation staff at Army Headquarters are now
carried out as follows :-

A." With regard to material, by Munitions Board
vho are directly in tcuch with Directer of Raiyays,
Mesopotamia and inelude on their staff teechnical
raiiway staff taken over from railvay board. With regard
to personnel, by the Adjutant General who also has
a technical staff for that purpose and deals with all
recruitment of personnel both technical and
non~-technical,

8. By Munitions Board.

c. By Adjutant General as above ,

D. Requisitions are framed primarily by
Director of Rallways in Mesopotamia himself and met by
Munitions Eoard,

E, Cuestions of priority of supply are de~ided
under my orders or referred to Army Council whan necessary.

F. A8 regards manufacture Munitions Board, as regards
shipping, Quartermaster-General

[ $ lunitions Board. 8ir Thumas Holland, President

of Hunitions Board vho spent 3 weelks in Mesopotamia 1ast

Harch snd went into all railway requirements and

difficulties personally. Officers from Mesopotamia are

ia e e s ad ) a0 G JOR/L/MIL/S/788 1o ol
B 3 4o . |
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frequently deputed to India and keep close touch betvaeen
directorate there and Munitions Board. Under thete
cireumstences and sfter full corsideration Marshall's
telegram X.9710 of June 21st I am of opinion that the
sandviening a teechnical transportation staff under
Quartermaster CGeneral, India, between railway

directorate Mesopotamia and Munitions Beard would

e S —————

simply ecreate an unnecessary post effice, tend to

friction and delay work.

¢.2., Copiles to ¢~ Army Council.
H0.2.8,
M.R-1.
MR.35.
M.R.2.8. {
DS {
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Railways, Bugdad.
Har Offiec; repeated I.3.C. tnd Tndia.

Despatcned 9,15 p.m. 17th June, 191e.
Reccived 5.45 p.n. 15th June, 12108.

June 17tn.

For week endin- 1¢ 15th progress report is as
follows :-

Metre sauze lines. Baguban table mountuin
conversion. Abu Salda (?) branch cartaworks A0 complete.
Table mountain Knanikin extension. First portion 10 milecs
from table mountain to Kurdarran river cuttinys 209
tnd banks 30% completo. Romainins portion 6% complete.
Port of Basru developments bertnsz 3, 4, 6 and 6 all
servaed by sidings. Lovellin;, of arous in procresc,
Standard sauge lines. Sgmarra Tokrit 9 milos sarthworks
surveyed and & miles completc. Narrow sauge lines Hillah

Kifl ¢ milc eurthworks complots.

385 Copy tu := Army Couneil.
M.R.1.
M.R.2.
H.6.2a.
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From:=- War Offies.
To:e- Ce in G., India.
Repeated:= G.0.Cs, lesopotamia.

Despatched:=- 18/6/1918.

C0454 cipher H.R.2../495.

Reference lesopotamia Transport Commission Roport.

It would seem that one of tho ehief causes underliying

the dfficulty vhich i3 folt in Fescpotamia, affecting

the rcquircments of transportation, is ths faet that

there eiibta no technieal limk in India connecting

Directors in the Fleld with the organizations in India

who are respensible for the supply of personncl and

materials. In sayinpg this, we are not forpgetting the

sorewhat ‘limited powers vostsd in Ideut-Colonel H.D.

Maxwell D.D.I...T. Such a conneeting link as we refor

te, exists ac far as other theatres of war are concsrmed

in Dircctor of :lailvways and Roads and in tho Diractor of

Inland Faterways and Docks at ilar 0fficc. Briefly there

i1s no upgent in Indla acting entirely in the intorests of

the Director of Rallways in lesopotamia,

The sugpestion thersfore ia that a tochnical ataff should

be organized under your G.i.G. whleh Tould be drectly in

touch with ths orgunizution of transport in Mesopotamia;

which also would fulfil the following functions:-

(a) Recelve demands mads from oversous.

(b) imthorize modifications which will hurry up
supply while meeting roquirementg.

(e} Undertake responsibility of a tochnical nnture
for establishments and quality of parsonncl.

(d) Drav wp requisitions on ocupply departmonts.

(3
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(e} ZEnsure priority of supply to an adsquate extent.

(f) Provide for the followlng up of manufacture and
shipping.

(g) 4dvice Directors overseas in what measure and at
what time demands will bo mct.

(h) Keep constantly in touch with military situation
in order to advige technleally on quistions of
pollcy affacting military transportation ag they

. arisa and 1f necescary anti c¢ipate requiremecnts.
Propoaal does not necegsarily involve any change in

precent methods of obtalning matorial and racruiting porsonnel.

4sddressed:~ C. in 3., India.

Repeateds- G.0.C., kesopotamia.

Ce2. Copiles to:i~
ARMY COUNCIL,
M.0.X. Copies to:- i

C.IsGeSe
D.C.TeGeSe ]
D.M.O. HeReDon,
D.D.M.0. D.5.T,
“M.0.2+A

India Office.

e W' g -
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Despatched 6.35.p.m. 11/¢/
Recelved 12.30C.a.m. 13/7/
Frem:- Rallwavs, Raghdad.

To:- War Cffice.

repeated Comrunications Basra and
C.in Ci:lndia,

Prcgress repert for weock ending June 8th.

Metre gemge line Bagubah)eonversicn of Table Mcuntain
g

statiecr and vard completed: first supply traim ran on
June €tx. Table Mcuntain Khanikin Extensien. First 10
mile sixteen per cenl cuttings complete and 27 per cent
banks . Werk in hand. on remaining porticen in hand. bBasrah
pcrt develepement. ¥Yhote area of new pert sidings and
dapots has ncw been cleared cf {?group cmitted) snd 30
per cent filled and levelled.

Narrow geauge lines Hillah-Kifl. Hillah narrow gauge,
vard ond main line earthwerk in hand.

Standaord gaﬁge lines. Hillah station yard cempleted.
Samarrah-Tekrit line survey in hand. Eorth werk begun
ané in hand fer 4 miles.

0.2.Ccpies toi=

VY
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From:- Ge.0sCe=in=0., Mesopotamia.
To:= War Office; repeated India.

Dospatened 12:8 Pems, 12/6/18:
Recaived 9,0 asms, 13/6/18,

X.08452 June 12th.

Raference your 38601 Mmy 18th, Colonel Jack arrived
in Baghdad yesterday and I have interviewed him, He is a
yailway expert and I feel that his services would be of greater
value to the state if employed on railway and not on road work,
though I am sure he would do his best to organize the work en
the road from Khanikin to Resht, I ocan offer him nd high
appointment in railways suitable to his ability and rocomend
therefore that he proseed to England for employmemt there,
If you agree to this, I propese placigg Lieut, Coly HeS,Gaskell
at present C.R.E. 14th Divieion in sharge of the shole road,

on part of which he has already devoted much time and work,

and dividing the 500 miles into 3 sections each under suitablg
officers under his orders with same oupervisim of staff and
labour COrpS.

C+2. Copies to:- ¥.0.X. Copies to:-

DoGolleRe MoBe . ColsGeBe DeM.Is DsSeDe (3),
M.Re1le M.8.1. DyCaleGeBe M.I.1ls INd.Office,(§),
5.2, M.S.1.{India)s D.M.0. - MN.I.2.
M. 0.X. AG.T7. DeDuM, 0y MoIe2eBs
M.0.2.A. M.0,2. A.Ce
ll-O-l- QAIuGo
MU.G.O0¥
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From:= Cs in C., Indla.
To:~ G.Hols, Mesopotamia.
Ropeated:~ War Offico, London.

:'\t‘?fq' Pe pat shodi= 11,40 p.m.7/6/13.
m— \ Recolved:~ 12,55 p.m.9/6/18,

44483 Tth Junc. Your X.9266 Junc 4th.

FWoted that demand is sanctloncd for 30 additional
locomotives. FPrevious demands for all loecmotives will
be duly completed. Thirty-nine of them have baen.
despatched already and (?) remaining six are now being
shipped in Thessalia Irom Bombay. Arrangoments for
provision of the 100C wagons are being made and shipment

will commence as sooOn as possible. Have Jou recelved

any intimatiocn as to when@ #allet will arrivc at Basrah.

CeZe Coples to:- 5
©  Secretary. HeDos2aae

DiCuIl.GuSe DeG.HLR,

L S.D. S«R.1,

: D.D.5.D. M.R.1,

1.0.X. Copies Lol S_}i;_ i:_;é'

CeTleGeSe Da.lfe I : S.D.8,a, HeReZ2aba

D.Ji« 0. . 1.2, 5 SeDe2obe ¥.R,3.

Du Dol 0 1.0. (6)s M.0.X,

H.0.24
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BECRET,

G04C. in Cu, Mesopotamia,

Os in Cu, Indla.
Repeated War Office,

Despatched 6.5 peme 4th June, 1918.
Recelved 10.25 a.m. 6th June, 1918.

X.9266. June 4th, /%S

Reference my X.8507 May ond ang War Qffice
~%%

73856 May l4th, The demand made in my 8807 for 20
locomotives is now cancelled hut presume you will complete
the 45 locomotives originally askedq for, mest of which are
already on their way dt-ls undsrsicod, 13090 wenens
still-requirsd by us to work up to 14 ‘bra:‘.nl.amt.iaiig

on the existi;ag Basrah Baghdad 1ines ana to grepple with
other necessary services, Will you please let me know when

you expect to be able to complete this demand.

G.2. Copiles tg :- Seg. MN.0.X.
L. -InG-S- i1 052:«&»
TR BoG MR,
: D.D.S.D. 8¢R.1,
L.0.X. Covies to:-  SD2.
CeLsGaBs D-ll-g- 8.D.2.b. MoR.S.De
DM 0. M.I.2. M.R,3,
DeDeMa 06 I.0.
M.0.2.

ia e e s ad ) a0 G JOR/L/MIL/S/788 1o ol
B 3 4o . |
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From: - G.0.C. in C. Hesopotamia, Desp. 9.55 a.m. &.8.13.
To:~ War Office. Recd. 4. O p.m. 5.6.18,

Repent ed India and I.G.C. Basra.

X 9252. June 4th. Frogress report for week ending June 1lst
Standard gauge lines. Baghdad -~ Hillah line opencd for
trafflc %o Hillah ca May 23th Samarrah - Tekrit oxtension
earthworks started and dotamlled survey in hand,

Metro gauge lines. Table Mountaln - Khaonikln extensioen
formatlion In hand. Survey hsarly finished. Baqubah -~
Table Mountain conversion completsd. Basra aystoem, wprk

¢n port area in hand.

s Coples to:=- A.C.
M.R.1.
M.R.2.
M.C.2a.
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SBECRET.

AP ERAT I ON S,

Despatched 8.15.p.m. yylﬁ.
Received 1¢.25.a.m. 6/6/18.
From:- G.0C.Mescpotamia,

Teaa War Cffice.
repeeled India and Egypt.

X.6270. P.pu.
There 1s no rhange in the situation.
Light railway to Table lountalir {Getel Hamrin) from
~~_Bagubely has been couverivd to metre gauge. Thraiy 1s now a
thrcugh metre-peauge 1line “Kut—el-Amarah - Bag' dsd —. Table

Mountain.

M.C.X. U S AL DS T o BT N,
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‘rom:- C. in C+, India,
Toi=  VWar 0fflcc.
Kepeatcd:= G.0.C., licsopotamia,

Dospatehcdi= 1.40 a.me 29, 715.
Rgeclved:= 11,15 a.m. 30/5/13.

—
41000 -ay 28th,{{{'L
Your 5562§/:I;her H.R.2.,B, lay 18th.

Our cstimate of Indla's 1isbilitics for rails is as follows
in view of policy communicated in your tclegram 58607 cipher
D.H.06. of Hay 18th and 58757 cipher D.ii.0. Hay 21s8%.

1, Standard Gaugo.

Material already in Wesopotamia will admit of tho extension to

Tokrit, but no rescrve will then be left in the country.

The 25 miles of 75 pound matorial which 1s held in reservo for

Egypt and 1s not now reguired thero could be (?) sent %o

losopotamla as reservo.

2. Mctre Gauge.

Towards 75 miles of 50 rails which wrc required to carry extension

toKhanikin and to build up reserve in Hesopotamla to 54 miles, 24 -

miles of track have boen despatched alrcady and balance will be

provided by Tatas rolling up to June 22nd.

2 (sic). The amount of Indla's own rcguircaents is roughly:i-

10 miles of 90 pound material and 250 miles of 75 peund material,

Of tho latter 100 milc3 will re-cstablish Chaman resorve and 152

will thus romainlin hand for contingeneios, We should like to

nnld in reserve all thc Tatas output to meet thesc purposes and
Th ; propose to do so from June 22nd which 1s tho datec promiscd for

the completion of nresent programme.

3. Should dovolopments in Mosopotamia indioatc necessity for

further railroad extension there, this Indian reserve would be
available provided that I could take the risk in view of straterical
:

conditions on N.W. frontier,.

e ¢.2- Coples toi= D.G.l,R. MN.R.1l. T,h.2, lieOsXs

= e
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BECRET.

0 PERATICYS,

Fandod in 8.25.p.m. 20/5/18.
Reccived 3.10.p.m. 30/5/18.

G.0.C.Mescpctamic.

C. ir C, India.
ropsated War 0ffice. and G.F.C.Tpypt.

7.pem. May 28th.

‘ éELuJV'

Hillab

Tc-doy the standard gauge rallway koghdad-
G ——————— Tz = — N—— &
vng ecmplobed and opened te traffiz.
. A

——

ok s e R R TR Ut R

s e

)
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AECRET.

Despateched 9.35.p.m. 28/5/18.
Received 11.3C.p.m. 28/5/18&.

Frcm:- Raillways, Baghdad.

Brz- War Office.
rapeated Simlua and Basro.

X.9108. May 2fth.

Pcllcwing is pregress repcrt for week ending Moy

25th:~ Standard gauge lines Baghdad Hilleh save for scme

verk in Hillah statien yud aarthworﬁxkacmpleted.- Rails linked

tc north (1 grcup undesipherarle) Hillah station miles 57.

¥otre geuge lines Table Mcuntulm Baqubsk ccuversicn linking

ccmpleted tc miles 27, Kizil Rctat extenslemr euttinges &and
éﬂ“xdq tanks in prcgress. Basra pcrt-werk In progress on siding and
gathering lines and on ¢learing snd levelling depct wrea.

C.2. Ocrles tei- ARMY COUNCIL

M:R.2e 2.
B.C.2A,

Yy
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From:= G.0.C., Mesopotamia,

To:=- War Offilece.

Doap, 5. 5 p.m. 24th May 1918,
Roed, 11, O p.m. 25th May 1918,

X.9016, iay 2-3

Your 58610 lay 18th. Your prosumption in lst paragraph

e i — e A

i1s correcct.: iie arc now undertaking further surveys of through
route, !
|
C.2. Copica toi- ° K.0.X. Copica to:- {
D.G.M«R, D.I,.0. M.1.2,b.
lisR.l. D.D.H.0. 1.0
HoRe2uts H.0.2.
Ke0uXs M.0.2:a {
D.H.T1.

M T2
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@ %

k.

in €. India, Desp, 10 pame 23.5.18,

ECRET

F

From :~ C.

To

t= War O0ffice. Recde 1,456 D.ms 24,5.18.

40334

23rd May. Your 57595 cipher M R 24/461 May 2nd.

¥ith regard to workshop machinery, materials and tools,

Lt.0ol. Thorpo, Loco superintendent Mesopotamia

raillways is at pregent meking a tour in India selocting

sultable machines and plant. A great portion of requliro~
ments have been arranged for already, Will wire later
as regards Personnsl as matter is under disoussion with
3rd Echelon Basra, and hence dslay in replying on this
subject,
0.2, Qopies to :=
D.G.M.R.

M.R.1l,

M.Re20

M.DeZetta

M.0.X.

M.0.X. Onples to := C.1.G.8, D.S.D.

DsC.I.G.8, A.G,
D.M.0. M.3.0.
L.D.M.0, D.F.¥W,
M.0.2, India Office,

v s gihe ha gSa Aad ) 1, 3 IOR/L/MIL/S/788 :aasal
http://www.qdl.qa/As »=V/archive/81055/vdc_100098484043.0x000026 :As M ki s e i e



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100098484043.0x000026?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

Q "I Aaal) ([NUAN) b ghad] Apen g (801 D B Agyaal) A"
(YVE/¥A) [BY9]

A s gihe ha gSa Aad ) 1, 3 IOR/L/MIL/S/788 :aasal
http://www.qdl.qa/As »=V/archive/81055/vdc_100098484043.0x000027 s M ki 4ia e i e



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100098484043.0x000027?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

===

"I alaal) [elaiy) b ghd] Auben g Cbl 1) Sy b Layaal) s
(YVE/TR) [9Y ]

G+0.C.-in-C., Mesopotamia.

War Office.
repeated India.

Despatched 4.10 a.m.,23/5/18.
Recaived. :12.00 a.m., 24/5/18.

X.8997. May 23:-0../', q3)
Your 58623 May 18th. :
North Sf Baghdad (A) on present estimate programme of
éélivéry appears auir_ta'bla. (B) 50 1bs. rails. Agree to
fiéﬁei of reserve. We hope to _eomplete oxtansion to

Khanikin earlier than .'ranuu-;‘rhthauax sufficient mformtiou
im;::j_.ln‘ble f::;.‘da,: A:Tmm rz::r.cutl of time required.
Sm_ath of izs.ghds,d. 'r:l.gure; inclusive of sidings are approx-
imately 174 miles from Hillah to Nasiriysh and 275 miles

from Baghdad to xasixl-iy_ah c'wer desert route. Further u'uz'i'ey
of both routes now being put. '1n ha.nd. : rm.qk’ require

186 m.tles mcluung add&tiennl sidings and termini in order

t0o relay and atrengthen Tigril route.

0.2. Copies t0:« DeGeM.R. M.0.X. Copies to:-
U.R.1.
EeR.2.A. Me0.2e4-
M. 0.X. SeRele

India Office.

Y4
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From:- G.H.Q. Mesopotamia, Desp. l.15 p.m. 21.5.18.
Mot Var Office. Kecd. 10.35 a.m.22.5.18,

Repoated G.H.Q. India % I.G.C. Basra.

X g3+2 Hay 2lst. Following is progress report for

week ending May 1l8thi-

iietre gaugce lines: Table hiountain - Qizil - Robat

oxtonolon. Banks and cuttings in progress.

Daqubah - Tablo Mountain complement. Linking to miles 16.

-1 miles formation complsted.

Standard gauge lines. Daghdad - Hillah line. Linking to

miles 51. Earthwork completed to miles 57.

C.2. Coples to:e A.C.

; M.R.1.
H.R.2.

i1, 0.2a,

£)
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SECRE T

G.0.0C. Mesonotamia.

War Office.

Repeated 0.in g, India.

Despatched 1130 g.m. 16th May, 1918,
Received 7.230 a.m. 17th May, 1918.

X.0844, 16th,

I shell be pled to know to whet extent the ,
recommendations of the Freeland Commission -have been Tonenrred
e I conclude from your 53059 Februsry 26th that the
rallway is to be improved up to 8 cepaclty of 18 trains s day
and I have therefore arranged that work should be commenced on
the railway to ensble it to take this traffic and have also b

on that besis demanded stock from India, although I have agreed

to the basis being reduced to 14 trains a day at India's
e -
request, see my telegram X.BSO'& May 2nd. f-

Nevertheless, 1t seems useless to improve the

rallway unless we also improve the lay cut of the port, ang

although the improvement to

the ley out (?) is cons tant, yet

1t would te desirable for me to know to what 1imit I am to worni:

in connection with the Provision for any foree in this

coun try

in the future.

.25 opy to i- Sgeretary.
D.C.1.G.S.
M.0.24a,

M.0.X.
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ECRET,

From := War 0ffice.

Tp:= (1) ¢o in C., India.
(2) G.0.Cs, Mesopotemia.

Despatched at 10 p.m. 18,5.18,

%8623 cipher. M.R.2.B/13732,

Reference your 32161 of April 24th and further to our
72208 of 2nd May we estimate further quantities of track required

in dﬁ_._x_-:n!_ theatres as follows :
TNox-th of Baghdad. (a) 76 1bse to provide for possibility
of advance to Tekrit 34 miles to Sharaimieh 34 miles to Mosul
126, Total 193 miles. We suggest June to September inclusive
17 miles per month October to January 20 miles per month. This
@antity 148 miles together with present Mesopotamian unallotted
reserve 37 reference (.0.C. Mesopotamia X.B8749 of May 12th and

8 miles Indian reserve would provide sufficient to peach Mosul.
To form a reserve further material would then be needed.

(b) 80 1bs, Provision has been made for May rolling for
Khanikin extension which will not be completed until January, see
D.Railways' X.8065 of April 15th, Moreover after receiving
balance as per your 32151 and 21 miles from East Africa your
33999 of 30th April there will be 51 reserve. No extra 50 lbs.
rails are required therefore north of Baghdad.

2. South of Baghdade (a) There are no 76 1bs. rails required.
(b) 80 1bs. See W.0. telegram 58610 cipher May 18th. To complete
Euphrates route would involve 253 miles whereas to relay and
strengthen Tigkls route would involve 126 miles. In either case
in immediate future no further 50 1bs. rails appear to be required.

S« EgyPt can do without further rails for considerable time S0
far as can be seen. They have all required for Present
Programme and a potential reserve of 83 miles in the Dabaa line
to be picked up if necessary. Consequently you can cancel
request in my 55005 of Tth April to maintain 25 miles reserve.

4+ At present Salonika has ample reserve.
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2.

It therefore appears that mbjeet to 75 lbs. specified at

1 (a) we can safely allot whole Tatas output June and possibly

July t.o meet urgent Indian requirements. In order to meet further re
qu-iremonts of 80 lbss for either programme South of Baghdad

and possible fresh demands from other theatres every effort

should be made to revive Tatas output which has fallen much

below estimates. Why 18 this ? and what can be expected in

future ¢ Reference your 26431 April lst we cannot say as yet

whether any assistance will be obtained by rails from Japan.

Addessed C. 11 Q., India, Repeated to Gs0.Csy Mesopotamia,.

Ce2+. Copies to := M.0.X. Coples to:=
D.G.M.R. M.0.2.8.
M.R.1l. S.R.1.

M.R, 2eae India Office,
M.0.X.
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From:= War Dffice.

To := G(s0.0e=~in-C., Mesopotamia.
Repcated Ce~in-C., Indis.

Despatched:= 9,45 p.ms 18.5,18,
58610 oipher M.R.2.A/473.

I am sending you a ocopy of Gemeral Froeland's report

on Mesopotamia transportation,

I prosume it impoesiblo to oarry out the very

oonsidersble effort ef raising the RKut to Baghdad line
and reloying 41} lbs, rails during floed time end dj@g
the Hilleh line construotion. Reference your X.B6H

further details of Buphrates alignment should meanwhile

be obtained so that wo can reconsidor en more complete
information policy of through route.

Addressodi=~ G.D.0., Hesopotamia; ropeated C.-in-C., Indla.

O0¢2. Coples to:=~ D.G.M.R. M.0.X. Copies to:~
MaRsle D.M.0.

M.R.2.84 D.D.M.G.
n:D‘x; ulo.zﬂ

M.0:2484
D.M.I.
M.I.2.

M.I.2:,b,

India Office.
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Trom Director of Rallways, Baghdad.
To War Offlce.

Ropeated I.G.C., Basra, and G.H.Q.. India.

Despatched 5.10 p.m. 14-5-18.

Recelved 9.25 p.m. 15-5-18.

X.8810 May l4th.
Kl wos
Goeds progress report for weok ending lay 1lth.

Standard guagc lines. Baghdad - Hillah linc earthwork

complctc to miles 56 linking to miles 486,

Mctre gauge lines, Kut ¢l Amarah - Baghdad line

through running resumed on night of 7th. Bakubah -

Table Mounteln conversion esarth work compleote to miles

31 linking to milecs 12. Table Mountaln Kizil - Reted”

¢?T oxtension banks and cuttings in hand.

Narrow gaugc lines. Survey completed of Hillah - Kidid

line.

£ One—group undecl1pherabllmm—

C2 vuples tu

Army Couneil.
MiR1.

HoR.2.
M.0.2.a.
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From:- G.0.C., Mesopobamia.
To:- War Office; ropeated Ce-in-C., India.

Handed in 12.45 p.m., 12th Hay, 1918.
Received 11.15 pem., 12th May, 1918.

X.8748. May 12th. 12.30 pem.
*

Your M.R.2.B. 13662 May 5th.- It is eonsidered
by Railways here that these heavy engines are net suited
to lecal conditions and that it would be preferable that
India should ascept them. They would nct pass over
Gurmat Ali floating bridge. The strengthening of
various ether pile bridge will be nesessary but a full
investigation of quantity of work involved is net pess-
ible owing te yeur request for an immediate Teply.

I will accept them for Mesopotamia if India is unwilling
to take them but they would appear mere suitable for
latter oountry. Should they be sent I showld be glad
Bf erecters and 3 experts to train drivers. As vegards
0ily=fuel, engines should come as they are if they are
already fitted for oill. If not fitted please send
tender oil tank and sufficient brieks for firs box

linings. Wo will make the remainder of fittings

24 Cepy toi= DeGoMsRe M.0.X. Coples to:-
M.R.1.
li«R.Rs DsCeIuG.S.
M.0.2.4. : Delis O
Me0uXe DeDa M. 0.
M.0.2.
M.0.2:A.
India Office.

* 13662 gives dimensions etc. of rolling stock suitable
to above railway.
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A
from:= D, of Rallenys, Br.chdnd
Tot= Wier Offlce

Desp. 2.55 p.me 9.5.18.
~ Rocds 1.15 pPem. 10.5.18,

¥ 8687 9th Your 57704 M.R.2r/482 Hoy 4th.
Am sending report by post. gurvey mentioned 1s only for light
line from Hillnh to Kifi on which 2 £% 6 track now in country
will be utilised. It 1s improbsble thot this would £it In
with n through re'ﬁt._e. Det:ils are insufficient yet to form
an opinion on best through route although prelimincry reconnils=
acnee of through route has beon made.
Ce2, Coples to:= M.,0.X. Coples to:=

D.G.M.R. D hie 0.

M.R.1l. D04

MuR.240, 1.0.2

R Wiy

M.04X i

1.1,
{.1.2.b,
Indir Office.

oo
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* Prom:= Wallways, Eaghdad.
Tote- War 0ffico.
—

Ropocated:~ Ce in C., India.

Despatchodi=~ 1.5 p,.m. 7/5/18.
Recoived:~ 9.3 p.m. 8/5/18,

X.8636 May 7th.

Weekly progress report week ending May 4th.

Standard gauge linos. Baghdnd Hillah line carth work
complete toc miles 54 and linking to miles 41, TInibban
Ramadle extonslon survey in hand. Narrew gamige linca.
Hillah Kifl survoy about 8 mlles orpleted.

letre gamge lincs. Baqubah Tuble mountaln conversion sarth
work complete to miles 29 linking to miles 10. Table
mountain Qlzil Robat oxtension bank und euttings in
progross, kut El Amarah Baghdad lino. All breaches in
river Bunds closod and rostoration of line in hand.
Rostoration of itraffic expected this wesk tut dopends on

sun and wind drying up sodden formation. Linc from

P.=
}ﬂnﬁrv zmbair to Jabel Sinam quarter of distance sbout 22 miles

0'{ o e fb:.f.bu&bw S. fisun Baacr
j . .2+ Coples toi=- ARKY COUNGIL.
?T'fbw M,Ral.
@J«Zugﬁ u- toi= LeRe2,
D.M.0, l-I.!. i P .
; DeDeMeO. MoI.2.b. D.§.T.
Xa02 T.0,
WML I,

fit WV%[V)Q’J: h’ ;{/

ov
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SECRET.

SEEECosEEsoms

fimi- G.0.0i; Mescpotamia.
Toi=- India.

Repeated War Office:

X.8615. lay Gth.

Your 34502 May 2nd.

Handed in 4.40 pems, 6.5.19183.
Received 12.25 pems, 7.5.1918.

Ramadi sxtension ean be completed out of the 175 miles
already under supply and we should not require for this line any
Medpres LD

cf the (?)48 miles referred to in my X.8383 April 28th but this
would leave us reserve c¢f 7 miles only. As regards rolling
stoek thc extension would be worked with stock now available

but (?)1ittle margin would be left for development of grain
traffie from Hillah and it is hoped that you will supply in

any case the 7 engines and 200 vehicles referred %o in my

X.7917 April 10th.

b

Ca[ 1Y) Ce2s Coples to:i= DeGeMeRa M.0.2.A.
M.Rale M.0.Xs
MsRe2.

lle0uX. Copice to:-
CeIoGebBe D.M.I. M.CGa0s
DeCuoleGaSe H.IuWls D.GeM. A,

DeMoOo HaTule DeReRe
eig BeBeMaOa Wi Ta2eBa- Dol
AT M.1.0s Ind.0Fr. (8]
M. 0,24 AW Du 8, D.
M. 0.3, QeMaGa (5)e

s siie da S duad ) 1yl s JOR/L/MIL/S/788 o sall
http://www.qdl.qa/Ax: »»/archive/81055/vdc_100098484043.0x00003¢ :axdll ki 4i8a o e



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100098484043.0x00003c?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

"I Aaal) ([NUAN) b ghad] Apen g (801 D B Agyaal) A"
(YVE/TL) [BY]

e e de Sa duad ) 1l B JOR/L/IMIL/S/788 e sl
http://www.qdl.qa/4: ~V/archive/81055/vdc_100098484043.0x00003d :4xd il ki dgSa e (a el



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100098484043.0x00003d?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

g "I Alaal) [l b ghad] Al g bl N 3 B Agyaal) A
(YY) [o¥)]

R is e e Ss it ) 18 G JOR/L/MIL/S/788 1o ol
http://www.qdl.qa/4s »l/archive/81055/vdc_100098484043.0x00003e s il jlad 458 te (4 je!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100098484043.0x00003e?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

g "I Alaal) [l b ghad] Al g bl N 3 B Agyaal) A
(YVE/TY) [BYY]

R s it e €a Aad ;1 G [OR/L/MIL/S/788 o sl
http://www.qdl.qa/Ax »»l/archive/81055/vdc_100098484043.0x00003f :ded il ki 45 e (a ye!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100098484043.0x00003f?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

-

"I Alaal) [l b ghad] Al g bl N 3 B Agyaal) A
(YVi/"W) [JY’Y]

p

)
SECRET A
From := G!l)q;g Mesopotamia, [ (°.‘_C IS /&?

X
To =Ej War Office,

.

X+8567 May 4th,

Despatched at 6,50 p.m. 4,6.18.
Recelved at 4,10 p.ms B5.5.18.

,.
Your 7616 cipher M.R.3/A/460 May 1st.
*
1, My X. 8345 April 26th,

<
Reference to my X957 April 12th, To ? bring reserve

up tn B0 miles after completion of Khanikin extension will you please

arrange for an additional 25 miles of 50 lbs. metre gauge treck,

Also 50 sets points and erossings about half of which will be required

for Basra port developments,

This additional 25 miles and the

turnouts should come forward seen as outstanding metre gauge track

hae been shipped.

b
24 Director of Railways C.4917 April 26th,. Begins,

Orders have been received tn Proceed with extension with standard

i gauge to Hit, Over and above any outstandings from previous orders

,g,,ql

points and crossings: (15 1 in 12, and 15 1 in 8#, total 30 sets).

This allows for bullding up reserve to 2B miles after reaching Hit. i

Track should come forward as

Points and crossings as they become available over these 2 months,

Am sending by post full explanation of position as regards 75 1b. hl

tracky

C.Zd._ Coples to :=

M.0.X,

* Mw SOﬁufmhﬂ, LPea neviot-hawiv %
ok fo CpTHim. of Tire blipoces which et |
b W.0. 00y, w fenor™ wickiiciee ,ﬁ# i

follows

DeGaMaR.
M.Rels
M-RIEI
M.0 o248
M.0.X,

Copies to :-

N.C.2,
I.ol

shall require following 75 lb section tracks Trock 48 miles and

i= July 30 miles August 18 miles,

" i e

#

a1y
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SECRET.

Despatehed 2.30.p.m. '3/5/18.
Recelved 2.45.a.m. 4/5/18,
G.C.C.Meacpolamia,

C. In C. India.
repeated War Cffice.

X.8607. May 2ads ) e/

Your- 32010 of April 24th.
lat. Propertion ¢f stook fcir use on Khanikin as fellews
is leeomotives cne-eleventh, and wagens cne-thirteenth.
Remainder is fer e ulpment of existing lines up te 18 trains
a day standerd.
2nd. . T ccnaider in vidw of eccnsiderations menticned in
ycur ecble, that Freelund's estimate cculd dbe reduced to
14 trains a doy and reductlen made in the percentage cf
stoeck aullowed fer tc ecover vehicles under repairs and out
of ecmmissicn. Demands for relling steek will (?)thed
stand at 30 loecmotives and 1000 wagens of which I understand
(?) yeu have already arranged fer 24 loecmotives and 170
Vasons .

C.2.Coples tc:-

ansBPnao
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t- Yar Offiee, Desps 5.0 pum. 4.5.18,
To :- D.Railways, Beghdad.

87704 Clpher, M.R.2,A/462, With regerd to survey

tovards Xefl mentioned in your X,8420 of April 29th.
Has any recent reilway reconnaissance been made between
Hillah and Nasiriyeh to indicate Fhether route followed
to Kefl 1s likely to fit in with a future through
railway. Should be glad to know general nature of
country traversed and extent of bridging or other

engineering difficulties if this 1s the casa,

C.2, Coples to:= D.G.K.R, M.,0.X. Coples to:~
M.R,1. D.M.Q,
M.R.2.8, D.D.K.0.
MiOu2em, M. 0,2,
M.0.X. D.M, I,
M.I.2,
HaIeZ2.by
India Offioco.
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OPERATICHNS.

et

Ce=in=C., India.
War Office; repeated G.H.Q., Mescpotamia.

Despatohed at 4-20 p.ms, 2.5.18.
Rocoived at 2035 Dems, 34818,

34502. May 2nd. @

Raferonce Baghdad X.8446 April 3Qth.
The proposed extension of railway to Ramidi is
supporded provided force D. with his present stock standard

“gauge material and Tolling stock ean do this.

M.0.X. Cepies to:i=

CelaGaBa DMl M.G.0.
D.CelaGaSe M.I.1 DuGeM.Ae
D.M. 0. M.1.2. DeGaMaRe
M.0.1. M.I.2.B. DeReNe
M.0.2. M. I.0. M:R.1l.
M.0.2.4. AJG. D.S.T.
M.0.3. §.1.G. Ind.0ffice.
DeBeDs

14 s siie Aa S Lmd ) 1,0 3 IOR/L/MIL/S/788 a5
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SECRENT,

OPERATIONS.

From :« G.0.C., llosopotanmia,

To := Yar Office.
Repeated C.-ineC., India,

Despatched 6.30 p.m. 30.4.18.
Received 2:10 Damy - 1.B.18.

X.8446, 30th April.

* +
India 33800 of to-day and your 57354 April 29th,

It 1s understood that railvay extension to Hit is

not to be undsrteken,

I trust however that permission may be given to

carry this extension at any rate as far ag Ramadi, 3

I now have inereasing corrtitments in the dirsction

of Kerkouk and Suleiman Iyeh in addition to the demends on

motor transport entailed by sending supplies into Persia,

end the line to Ramadi will not only aet fres transpert for

these operations, but alse both road and river transport fop

collecting the harvest in the Hillah area,

* States extension to Hit should not be made.

M.0.X, Copies to =

€.1.G.8, Ma0.3, A.G. M.R.1,
D.C.1.G.5. L.i.I. Q. il G, D.S,T, -
D.M,0, Helolas MG, 0, India Office,
0,1, MeIlo2, D,G.M.A.

e 0s2, M.I.2,b. D.iG.H.R.

HaDe2ete MeI.Os DiR.R.

¥ = Not yet received,

A
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\
. SEQRET. 1
T"_‘-:m 1= Railways, Baghdad.
To = Har Ofiice.
espatched 7 p.me 29th April, 1918,
Reecived 10.35 a.m, 30th April, 1918.
2.842C. April 29th. 6.45 p-m.
Following is progress report for weck ending |
April 27th. {
Standird Gaupe . Hillah line. Linking
4 corpletc to mile 34 rnd earthworks to milc 53.
Extengion from Dhibban to Ramadle surwoy comiencod.
Uarroy Goume. Hillah Kifl linc survey in progress
watre Gaure Lines. Baqubah Table sountuln
conversion linking completo to milc 6 wid carthuorks !
to mile 28. Toblo kountain Gizil Robat. Good propgreos ;I
on ettings. Kot Bughdaed line. Broaches proviously |
reported at mile 12, 32 and 37 repaired. Riwer
is rising again and there i1s o now breach at mile 72
which floods the line to depth of 2 feet for 5 milea.
C.2. Coples to i=  Army Council
#aRala
R8s
eQ o2 atle
D.5.7,
-
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: g1

S ECRET.

Handed in 11.Bc.p.m. 24/4/18,
Reeceived 1C.53.p.m.2E/4/18,

Fremi= - O An0¢ India,
Toi- Var Cffice.
repaated Roilways Boghdad.
32157. April 24th 11.15.p.m. ;
ok saed 1 D. g0
Your 56708 cipher M.R.2B 13615 Arril 19th
Referches Baghdad's X 7422 March 23 and my 32010 April 24.
Regarding supply in addition to 58 enginee from Indian
(bbb
railways up te date 24 €ngines heve been detniled. If
India finds the supply in full locemotive pover on metre
gauge railways wii. be d-pleted below the standard, which
a reviev of situaticn on all railways leads us to
consider shovld be maintaincd for the mevement of
essentiul “raffic, It is therefore considvored that as

many of these Mallet engines shculd be sent to Mescpotamia

a8 can peosslibly bs made available, and that demand on
India should be reduced uceordingly. Dircctor of Raillways
Mesoprtamia v1ll ndvise yow whether restoration oil
fittings is desired or not. Sheuld be gled to be
informed by wire what numbers of engines will be supplied.
C.2.Copirs to:-5. of 8 BsR+X
D.C.I.G.8 M.R.1
D.M.0 .R.2B
M.0.2A. H.R:2. " 8.
M.0.X S5:D.2. BAs 2B«
5 D.S.D
D.G.M.R
D.Mov
. _Rwv
*»
R ——
-
e p——— - e ——
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Handed in 11.5C.p.m. 24/4/18.
Renelved 1C.50.p.m. 25/4/18.
From;- C. in C. India.

Toi- G.0.C.Mesepelamls.,
= repeated War Cfflice.
32010, ey

Your X.8242 aApril 22nd. Felloving 1s the situation
g regards progision of the large amount of metrg_gauge
ongines ond rolling stook doemanded in your X.7482 dated
Mareh' 23rd . 3 standard goods type and 21 mixcd type
ongines have been arranged for. This will permit
shipment of 20 in April 20 in May ond 14 in June. Am | wl®
i G ne. A //Jﬂpf
- considering here offer made in War (ffice teclegram 56708
cipher M.R.2B/13615 dated April 19th - repeuted your
Dircctor of Rallways. 170 covered gcods wagons have also
been arrangedl for and thesc with balance of pcur previcus
demand feor 650 voagons sheuld be shipped by end of June.
Ycur demcnds cen be met in full from Indla but capacity
of metre gauge lines in Indis will be very scricusly
reduced by further withdrawals of engines and wugons, und
it would be necessary for you to accepd F class engines
and probably e preportiom of open truecks. To be able to
judge nocessiiy of embarrassing rallways in Indla and
extent tc which applicationm for further rolling stock sheull
be made on Englend please state what proportion of lace-
mctives and rolling stock bestowed is for use on Khanlkim
extensiom and what proporticn for equipping exlsting lines
to the 18 trains a day standard. Having regard to present
strategic situatiecr and shertage of shipping necessity
fer cempleting your relling steck reserve up to an 18
trains a day standaré appears to require review.

Wire ycur observatlions regarding this peint.

¢.2.Copies to:- S of 8. D.C I.G.S. D 8.D. D.D.SD.
8.D.2, 2A. 2B, D.M.0. M.0.X. M.C.2A. D.G.M.R. -D.Mov.
SR ErMsRel e ear O
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From:- C. in C. India. Desp. 7 p.m. 23.4.18,.

To:- War Office. Reecd. 12,15 a.n, 5418,
31790 April 23rd., 6.55 Pam. i N

* ! l
Reference X. 7147 March 12th and X. 7912 April 10th ~ <
from G.0,C. in C. Mesopotamia.

48 necessary
OPERATIONS. Do you accept/axtezlaion of rail

way to Hit ?

It seems to me that for his strength Marshall's force i3

widely extended particularly in view of his growing

commiiments in Persia. Hit can be held as an outpost

without reilway connection if desired.

§
£3 M.0.X. Copies to:-
e WeOde - BalaT: - AG: D.GM. R,
D?C.I.G.S. M.0.2. M.I.2. Q.i.G. Gem.Cox, (I.0.).
D.M. 0. Mookl T N.0.0.

* = 8 telegram dealt with demand for 7 Engines 2
R?]Tiing Stgrck on account ef uxtending Railway to
Hit.

va
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Despatched 11.10.p.m. 23/2/18,
Receivel 9.30.p.m. 23/4/18.

From: - Direster of Railways, Baghdad.

Tei-- War Office.

repeated Simia and I.G.C.Busre,

X.8262., 23rd.
Progress report for week en%iff APTIE-Poth. 53?iﬁ;&1

Slendard gauge lines . hEillan exiensiocm. Formatios
complete for 48 miles and Jlinking fer 28 miles.
Metre gauge lines. Table meuntain Qizii Rebadt extensicn
carihwerk commensed. Bagubah Table Mcuntaim eccnversicn.
Fermaticn complete te miles 27. Linking ccmplete te miles
hE On April 19th XKut Hinaoidi line breached in 3 places
by Tigris flcodas Threvgh communicatior net yet restored.

C.2.Coples tat- ARMY COUNCIL

M.R.1.

R.2
M.0.2

A
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SECRRET,
Despatehed 22/4/18.
Received 6.a.m. 23/4/18.
F-r'-r-m:- G.C.C.Mesopeotartia.
Tot = Wer Cffice.
o
%.8242. 22nd. Abb)
v “
My X 7442 3rd i.arch.}‘ Please inferm me when
I may expect engines and relling stock required te work
aPditional {raffic also what types will bs supplied.
Cen the suggested programme of shipmeat be adhered to?
*Nots by C.2. -
Reference sheculd presumably be to X 7422
of March 23rd.
C.2.Copies to:i- 5. of S
D.C.T.G.S
D.H.0
M.0.2A
M.0.X
D.8.D
D.G.M.R
D.Mov
SRl
MoR.1.
M.R.2¢
H.R.3
5.D.2. 2A. 2B,
T «'ﬁr"’

AY

s siie da S duad ) 1yl s JOR/L/MIL/S/788 o sall

http://www.qdl.qa/4: ~V/archive/81055/vdc_100098484043.0x000054 :4x<d il ki dgSa e (a el



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100098484043.0x000054?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

é "I Aaal) ([NUAN) b ghad] Apen g (801 D B Agyaal) A"
(YVE/AE) [BEY]

A¢ e e de Sa duad ) 1l B JOR/L/IMIL/S/788 e sl
http://www.qdl.qa/4: =V/archive/81055/vdc_100098484043.0x000055 :4xd il ki dgSa e (a el



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100098484043.0x000055?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

é' "I Alaal) [l b ghad] Al g bl N 3 B Agyaal) A

(YVEIA®) [9£ Y]

A O oLt w

Flettrof- 7 @

Toi= Ga0+Cey FMesopotamiee

From:e Var O0fficc.
7=

Ce=in-Cs, Indiae
Dospatcled 3.45 pemes 19.4.18.
56707 cipher 11.R.2.B/10616 dated 18th April 1918.

B

Your Xo7912 10th April.

7 locomotives type as now uged by Le & SeifR.
w1lll be sunt from Epypt on arrival there of tngineg to
be sphipped from Franse nowas

Cs24 Copicse to:= D.G.H.R.

HeRala
HeR42 s

M0 .X. Copies tos= HuR2abe
D0, 10 X

L0 o2 8 140 s2 ett o

D ST .
India Office.
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From :- D. of Railways, Baghdad.
T6 1= D, of Railways.

e} Despatched 2,15 p.m. 15th April, 1918,
Receivod 11 a.m. 16th April, 1918,

%.8065, 15th./,6_@
- Your 56273/1.Re2.4/450 April 13th, fxtension to

Khanikin will follow approximately Dialha river via Kizilroovat,

Throughzgebel Hamrin there are about 6 miles heavy work but

no serious difficulty and where hills approach Dialha 10 miles

north of Kizilrobat about 3 miles less heavy work. Remainder

of line quite easy and have pot ruling grade 3 % throughout

except for short section of 3 miles through Gebsl Hamrin,

where alternative alignments are still under survey. An

alignment croseing Gebel Hamrin further east was surveyed but

as it would involve 20 miles additional length of line 1%

grade and little compensating advantage it was rejected,

Kasrishirin to kKhanikin not yet surveyed for railway but

existing surveys indicate fairly heavy work., At present

railway survey beyond Khanlkin not contemplated. I foresee

that to get rails to Khanikin will take at least © months

but this depends on supply of logal labour.

C.2. Copy to ;= E.G.M,R. M.0.X. Copies to :=-

MeRe2.8,
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Desp. 7+30 p.m. 15.4:18,
2.0.C. liesopotamia. Recd. 6.35 a.m, 16.4.18.

3y in G, India Ropoated Vapr Office and G.0.C. in C. Egypt.

X B8074. April 15th 1

OPERATIORS. Y7 pame

.o change in situation. Today traffic eommeneed on portion

&g pLifes
of Baghdad Hilloh standard goupe railivay as far as aphradi yah

16 milcs die south of Baghdad.
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24

SECRET.
sgzoms

iy From:~ War Office. :
Desp. 10-16 pem. 1214118,
Toi~ De Rallways

loaopouail_.

56273 Cipher. ¥.R.2.a/450.

Report engineering difficultlies are anticipated iIn the
rallway extension &0 Xhanlkin and thence to Kasr-i-Shirin.
Can you find practicable route via Kizil Rebat to Khanlicin
following R. Diala or will it be necessary Lo deviate |
erstwards to avold Jebel Hamrin. range ?

S:2s Soplos t i- e -
- 'H.a. ailie - HII"JI

HRela H.0:8, Indle
M.R.2.0. DeMaIs Off les.
H0R.a. u.I.2,

Ha0.X. HaleBoh,

0
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TORTE
SECRET '7 &
From :- G.0.C., Mesopotamia.

To t= Wapr Office.
@ hddressed C, in Cs India and London,

Despatched C.15 p.ms 10th April, 1918,
Recelved Ge @sMa llith April, 1818,
X.78l6. 10th April.

Your 27005 April 6th. For following reasons
addition stoock is required.

1. Development of trafflic from Millah area owing
to harvest., :

2. I wish to extend the standard gauge line to
Baibband along left bank to Remadi and possibly to Hit, on
DJIBBAN
account of recent operations.

I should therefore be glad if the 7 engines
could be supplied from England or could they possibly be
obtained from Australia. If possible remainder of
rolling stock supplied from India should commence to

arrive in September,

Ce24¢ Coples to := D.G.M.R. M.R. 2,
M.R.1. M.0.2.8.
H.0.X.
¥
2 M.0.X. Coples to := D,.UM.0. D.8.T.
M.0e24 India Offico

# Asks when and why 7 Bngines and rolling i
atock 1s required - States Indiam 1is 4
unable to supply engirnes:
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SECRET,

SR -BoRA TD0 N 8

From:~ G.,0.C,, Mesopotamla.
Tot= War Offlce.
Repeated:- Simla.

Handed in:- 1,20 p.m. 9/4/18.
Recelved:~ 5.39 aum, 10/4/18.

X.7869 C_JL/@ : /@@

Your 53383 10th liarch and my X.7010 8th March.

The question has now been earefully consi dered of
release of I...T. personnel and it 1s regretted that
it is not possible to release any Offlcors or ren.
This 1s due to requirements for collection of the
harveat and the inereased demand on river transport
caused by extenslon of our 7 dispositions on the
Zuphrotes. These can be met out of existing

estekllshments tut do not allow of any reduction.

M. 0.X. Copies to:-
CaleBG.Be D.M.I.
DeCeIaGaS, A.G.

D.M.0. Q-M.G.
¥.0.1. HeGoeOo
M.0,2. D.GaMuA
L DeGMaRe,
§ : Gen.Cox (I.0.)
D.8.D.
D.Movs.
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SEBECRED.
—_—

Despatehed 9.15.p.m. 8/4/18.
i : Re*eived 1C.u.m. v/e/18 .

Fremi- D «Rallways, Baghdad .

Tcim War Cffice.
rcpeated Simla and I.G.C.Basra.

X.7849, 8th.

Fcllewing 1s pPregress ropert for week ending
April 6th. lMetre gauge Raqubah Table Meuntain ecnver-

slicn of earth wepk ecmplote tr miles 19.
SEMolps Standard gauge Hillah line sarth werk equivalentt cf 38

milos ecmpleted, Linking began cn April 2nd and 9 miles

Trem advanced base acnpleted.

C.2. Cepiecs te:- ARMY COUNCIL
M.Rele
M.R.2.
M.0.2A

av

Aa gie e Sa Aad ) 1l 3 JOR/L/MIL/S/788 e sal)
BT ‘ PR . );‘
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Hodtrny D

SECRET.

&z

Despatched a.m. 7/4/18,
v 8/4,/1F--.

Reecelived 3.

=
oo

o

~ Frem:-. O, in G, Tnaia.

T = B.¢CC. In 0. loscpctamlia.
repeated Var Office.

27020 April 6th. /@

Your X 7422 larch 23rd. Are we to
understand that the whole of the 50 milas of 50 1b
trark and the 150 sets of peinta and ercssings are for
Khanlkin cxtensiom or is any purt cf it for reserve.
Vhat reserve mileago of 50 and 75 1b track ‘Pespentively will
yeu have cn hand after complcetion eof ¢cxtensicn i1f whele
50 miles are supplied. We arc wvory anxicus te use cur
available rall stegl herc if ¥ou can pessibly manage

tc pestpene bullding up reserve.

C.2. Ccplas to:-

s gide da Ss D ) 180 3 JOR/L/MIL/S/788 @ )
23 d 5 5 |
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Trom D, Railwe ¥s, PBagndad,

Bl ] Var tffieo,

Repected In ila and I.3.0.

111,10 a.m, 2-1.18,

Received 11,40 p.m, 2og.18, '

ing is Propgregs Report for seek wmndi

i - Hilleh standard gauzse comploted oquiv-

35 miles formetion., Baguban Table Mew ba i

meLre Jaune

conversion eompleted equivaient of 17 miles

C2 oopies to

Lrmy Jouneil
HR.1,
R.2

«0.X. (Copies to:-

D.if. 0.
H.G.2.
el I,
H.I.2.
. I.2.8,
D.8.1I.
1.0,

ia e e Sa dad ) 1Ll 3 OR/L/MIL/S/788 :aasal
Aaad ) Hhd di€a e (i yed
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8% CRFE T,

Prom:- D.Railwaya, Baghdad.
To:=" War Office.

Repeated:~ 0. in G+, Indla,
I1.G.sC., Rasra.

Despatchedi~ 12,25 p,m,. DE/{E/J.U.
Received:i~ 3,45 p.m, 2%/3/16,

47464 March 26th,

Progress reportas up te darch 23rd 191#,

S5Fhuda ——E&@.dad = Hillah atandard geuge extensicn,

. warthwork for formation comploted for 20 miles.

;’,.aﬂ buh - Tatle Mountain metre gauge conversion.

~arth work fur formation completed for 13 miles beyend
Baqubah.

C.£. Coples to:p
ARMY COUNCIL,
M.R.1.
M.R.2,
M.C.S.A,

"I alaal) [elaiy) b ghd] Auben g Cbl 1) Sy b Layaal) s
(YVE ) [s0Y]

VoY
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SECRET,

“romts G.0.C., Mesopotamia. -
e ol 2
To:=  Gap 0ffice, London,

Despatonod:= 12,25 p.m. 23/5/18,
Received:- 7,10 a.m, 24/3/18,

X.7422 March 23rd. If you could expedite delivery Vof ongines
and rolling stock now on order I should be obliged. Also (7)
work shops and machinery, Shortage of engines and heavy traffic
prevent stopping many which are already overdue in shops, so
that condition of engines already serious and getting worse.

It 1s estimated 56 additional engines and 1950 trucks pref erably
4 wneeled covered goods with FIAF (sic) doors over and above |
those already ordered will be required to work additional traffic @ I
in accordance with War (ffice telegram dated February 26th No.53059
M.R.2.A.0412 and é4n Knhanikin line, see my telegram of March Btn
Wo.X7010, Shall be glad if the number of engines to coms
Torward in April can be increased to 20, and thereafter that the
balance waich should be of standard goods or standard mixed typs

in good condition, could be delivered as follows:-

Miy B0. June 15. July 15, Auéust 15.. September balance, ? and
tiucka should be despatohed at the rate of 400 per month if
#08aible. Also for the Khanilkin extension the following track will
be required:- 50 miles 50 1b, track and 15 sets of points and
crossihgs 1 in 83,

s T R ——— e —

C.2* Copies toi- S,of S..
D.C.I.c.S.

Y

. .
. .
b.

Dom=u
.
@ahoox

.
&
Hag=gOxono

bbby

. .
-
=

L
.o
B

UhERsrwny
.
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From Ruilwuxﬁ Bu}hdud.

m

To War office.
.f\

Repeated 1India and Baspa,

Handed in 10.3C a.m, 19-3-18,

Recaived 1 a,m. 2¢.7% 8.,

X. 75¢2, ®
Progress report up o March 16tn.
Bzqubsh Table Mountuin metire Jauge oconvarsion.
Formation completed for © and (sic) mile beyund Baqubohn.
Hlllah standard gauge externsion. Survey to
TR
Hillan completed, Lengtn from Baghdad advoncsd base to
Hillonh 68 miles. Equivelent of 24 miles formation
somnleted.
072 ¢oples to:
Lrmy Connecil.
i M.R.1.
M.R.2,.
M.C.2.a.
s
R o
- S— R =

"y is e e Ss it ) 18 G JOR/L/MIL/S/788 1o ol
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SECRET™T,
A LB 5
Hended 4in 2.45.p.m. 12 3/16.
L Rercived 9.10.a.m. 13/3/18,
Frem:- Rellvrays Baghdod,

To:= War Office,
repeated €. in C. India and I.6.C, Baspra,

X.71856.
5% Pfi Pellewing 4s pregress report up to Narch Gthiaw
WAL
T H1llah standard ga ¢ extensicn. Fermotien acmnletea
gaug

for 21 nmiles. Survey 90% ecmpletod,

s
bagqubah., Tﬁp%y éfqgtg;n metre gauge acnversicn. Fermation
acmpleted for 652 miles,
Shipping at Basra, Fellewing have ecmpleoted i1seharging
rollvway materieli-- Chusan Shija and Hinsang.

v
C:2¢ Ccples tes- ARKY COUNCIL

K.R.1
M.R.B
KO o2A
A
——— . it

ia e e s ad ) a0 G JOR/L/MIL/S/788 1o ol
B 3 4o . |
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SEGRET,
OPERATIONS.
From :-= C.I.G.8.
To t« Gy0.0. in Q., lesopotamia.
Repeated C« in Ce, Indin.
Despatched 12.5 p.m. 10th March, 1918.
53383 cipher H.0.2.
No eall will be made on your forece to transfer
labour or R@ay personnel to Palestine in view of
P
your X.7010 March 8th. A declslion Fegarding Inland
Water Transport will be sent on receipt of further
commini cation from you and on return of Freeland.
.0.X. Copies tc:-
Oul 0s8s.  Ddele  DiMov, .
D0 X 3Be DB Gen,Cox (I1,0.)
D.U.0. A.G. D.Gdi.as
M.0.1. G H. G D.R.R.
U.0.2. M.G.0. D.I.W.D.
M.0.3. D.G.U.R. )
-
1YY s gide da Ss D ) 180 3 JOR/L/MIL/S/788 @ )
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OPERAT IONS.

VFrDm:- G+0.Cs, Mesopotania.

Tog- ColaGsB,
Repeated India.

Despatchied 1.45 pems, SBabel8a
Received 3.00 a.ms, 9.3.18.

X.7010. T S
~ Aot (e 0.

Your 53645 March eth.

As regarde rallway personnel it ighot possible at present
tn release any. A defensive policy entails my having the means
to move troops rapidly to any portion of the front from Baghdad or
from cne part of the fromt to another, and therefoge it is essent-
ial that I shPuld have the best possible railwsy sgstem,

2. Development s on the Persian side also make it recessary
for me to extend the raj lways on that side. Construction therefsre
¢ritical, proceeding on extension of metre gauge to Shahreban and
thence t0 Khanikin as ] could not maintain any large body of
troops in that direction without this line.

3. It ie indispensable tht the line to Hillah should be
completed by June in order to collect the Buphrates harvest
rapidly and thus sae sea tonnage. '

'™ I also propose in order to af ford freedom of lateral move-
ment between the Dialha and Tigris to construct 2-foot G-inch l
line from Bagubah to Tuwair (on Tigris) via Deltawa.

Se As regards inland water transport I do not think it proba
that any men can be released. Tonnage up river has nevepyet come
up to my requirements at Baghdad and although conditions now show |
improvement cwing to high river, I must lsok forward to the long
period oflow river whikh begine in July and lasts till.

Ge By the decision contained in W.0, telegram 53059 @ated
Felruary 26th I am rendered more dependent on river tonnage,
Further, the development of Buphrates will entail increase ig
shipping and I.W.T. perscmmel on that river.

7 The question will however be e@arefully considered and
the result sent you as soon as possible, As regards river
tonnage Frfeelaud will be able t8 explain the situations

M.0.X, Copies to:= C.I.G.B8. [2) DddaIe
DeColeGess A.G,
DallE0. (2)a QaM.G.
MeOsls e G0,
M.0.24 De Gl o
MeQeds Ind.Gffice
(GensCox)
DQSID'
DJdiove
DaGdleR o
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Handod in 6/5C.p.ms 5/3/16,
;- Roeoived 10.3C.a.m. 6/3/18,
From:- Dirgetor of Rallwaya, Baghdad.
A ey

Toi= War Officc.
ropeatcd C. in C. India and Dasra.

- X.€943. Marech S5th.
LS puten
Bagubah Sharaban metrc gauge econvex. Fermation
e e s e

cquivalent of 4 miles complotod. Eaghdad Hillth stenfard gavgc

oxtonaion. 45 milos surveyed. Totsl longtk 58 milos approxi-
matclw. Equivalont of 173 milﬁﬂ formation complotcd.

R e

Samarreh Tolrft stendard gauge oxtcnsion survey.

S———

Survey earricd cut € miles boyond Samerrsh. Earthwork to carry

railhcad on tc high platcau 1% milos boyond Samarrah stortod.
Shipping at Basrebk:' Fellewing § vossgls somplcted

iisehargc.  Fausang, Suswlechana, Barpote, Tremeync end

Femuning. Shuje st111 discharging,

C.2. Coplos tc:- ARMY COUNCIL

K.R.1
M.R.2 =
M.0.24
S.K.1l.
7
-
e e S S =, g
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SECRETD, {/
From :- Director of Rallways, Hesopotamia.
To t= War Office.
= Repzatéd C. in C., India, md Basra.
Dyspatched 3 pom.  26th Pebraary, 101,
Received 5.30. a.m. STth February, 1913.
X:6775. February 26th 2 p.m./ O s
Ihibban standard gauge extension., On February
+3%h Iinking completed amd opened to traffie. . Through:
miloage from advanced Dase station Baghdad to Dhibban
48.29 miles. Hamda S.6. extension. Survey half complsted
.f_ e —
from Mahmudiyah towards Hilleh.
Baqubah table mountain metre gasugs conversion.
Embankment for metre gauge compléted for 2 miles beyond
Baguvah. Shlpping at Basrsh. Scottier, Chingsang
and Subuflar completed discharging. In port now discherging
relseag Barpeta, and S ja.
C«.2. Copies te :~ Army Council
= M.0.2.8, Telale Coples Sot=
D.8,Ts Dally e
M.E.1, HyOsiie
- M.R.2, Palie s
fodshoy
Falsaby
Indgn ",
* 3 M N i R,
- e - P e
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S8 ECRE T.

From :- 03 in C., Indla.

Te t= Ge0.C. in C., Mesopotamia.
Repoated War Office.

Despatched 6.45 p.m. 36th Fevruary, 1918.
Received 6.30. a.m., 27th February, 1918.

—~—
e

Your X.6697 confirmed.

GP Coples to -

WmzEunlh oy
brobbbbby
Honnnng
Ther Y

. .
.

114 Ja giie o oS dumd ) ¢ 4
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lar Office.

G.0.C, in 0., resopotamia.
Roroeated to C. in 0., Indiu.
General Freeland, C/fo. Bmbarkation Commandant,
iwwrachi,

Despatched 3.45 p.ms Z5th Febru uy s 1913,
53059 cipher M.R.2.4./41%Z.

Reference Freeland's recemmendations on

railvay comminication. Consideration of throuph

roilway between Basra and Baghdad by eitler FEurhrates
or Tigris route is to he deferred since there is
no likelihcod at present of foree in Mesopotamia
veing inereusedbeyond strenpgth named in para' raph
-

5 of his F.5& Foertfury 10th,

In Crder to secure mauctmana capaeitr
as in parapraph 5 of Freecland's F.52, md minimmnm
rigk of interruption by flood your efforts should be

concentrated on improving existiap lincs.

Addressed G.0.C.in C., Mesor t\‘a‘-.{!‘iu, repeated

G. in C., Indin, md General Freelund, C/o. Emburkaticn

Commandant, Karachi .

@iBs Coplea 1o = D.0.T.G.8. % D«G.d.R.
Lm0, v Lo 3oy,
F.0.2.u, T BaRads
M0 X, y MR,

D.5.D. \ M.ReEone - origin.
I MaR.3.
Me0eXe cﬂpi.' to - 0:140.8, )

K.O.n. H
Daliale

uol 02.

India Office,
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COPY OF TELEGRAM

From., #neral Baghdad, to Secretary Var O0ffice.

Repeated C.G.S, Indie, I,G.C. Inwater,

Q/3882, 20th Feb. Your telegram 15th Pebruary 64841/MR3/406,
Chief General Staff, Simla in his 88711, Octcber 10th 1917 asked
that question of substituting oil fuel for coal supply in river

Iy LA RN A e

fleet and rallway should be gone into ms soon as possible in order

to relieve difficulty of coal supply in Indie, effect a large
saving in freight and unloading at Basra, and sure finanolal
saving estimated about 8%. On Hovember 3rd Chief General
Staff Delhi was informed that gradual conversion into oil fuel

of exlsting fleet, with exception of certain unsuitable vessels,
would be gommenced about middle of January, by which time ships arr~
iving frem England would have been fitted up, and Inwater Basra
was therefore instructed to indent en India for necessary fittings,
Rough estimate gives dates of completion of conversion as one

year for river fleet, and eight months for railways, Sohome
preparad by I.7.T, agreed to by rallways inoludes provision of

tanks at all polnts necessary for fuel supply to rallways and

to Inwater vessels., Alsc provision of pipe-line from Abadan to

Basra for bunkering purposes, thus obvie

Yy ia it e S And ) a0 Ga IOR/L/MIL/S/788 :ga sl
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COPY OF TELFORAN.

t= (1) General Baghdad.
2) C-tn-c, Indlia,.

coD: o MeReB/841 [, O) 22218,

Reference your X, 6468, February 1lth. Prelindnoary steps
should be taken in ascordance with conslusions arrived at
in consultation with General Freoland, but in view of
latior's early arrival in Pngland sonpletion of organisate
ion should aralt receipt and consideration of his full
roports leferense respensibility for buoying ocean
witernayss this subjoot concerns the fdmiralty who must
be eonsulted, and we are not olenr ans te the exnot
funetions you propose should be exerelsed by the new Port
Direotor in this cennection.
Addressed OGenoral Dashdad, repeated C. in Cep India.
Cireulated por MiRele t0 1o D.G.M.R. feleletts
Maitale Talale
DeCalellafiy Dellele
Vel alle PeDeliale
SallsZabe
HeDeXe Coplon tore

DeF ol e
Indin Office.
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BEOCRET,

From i= Ge0e0s in C., Mesopotamia.
Tu te« Co in C., Indla.
Repested War Office.

Inspatched 3.50. pem, 22nd February, 1918.
Received © p.m. 23rd February, 1918,

X.6697. February 22nd 3.40. p.m.

L. of C. on Euphrates are being extended up to

¥ o ¢“«ﬁ_$h1naifieh inclusive and I am forming headquaj.r-tars of

Nw -(Qmma" administrative commandent Euphrates section L. of C.

at Nasiriyeh with establishment as feollows :=

1 commandant renk Lieutenant Colonsl and graded for pay
as Asslstant Adjutant Generasal.

1 Dih. Quertermaster General and 1 Staff Capiein.

Am abolishing post of Rall and River-head -Gommands.nt

Nasiriyeh. Confirmation requested please.

C.2. (Oopies to :

IR PRI ()
-« = o = 7

onEEEY
MERuQon
o

.
-
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Clear the Line.

From: = Cein Ca,
To:= C.I.G.8.

Handed in 6.50 pem., 22. 2, 1618.
Received 2,45 p.ma., 22. 2. 1918.

14495, : (\d "f‘-

Reference 13(26 February 17th. General Freeland

is due te arrive at Karuchi en February 28th and preposes
te sail »n larch lst for Suez.

I consider it desirable that befere he leayes
India he sheuld proceed to Delhd.

Tlease wirvre yeur decision early.

Ce2¢ Copy te:- M.0.X. i1.0.X. Copies to:-
D.G.l.R. CulelaBa
LR, D€ oI.GaSs
H.R.2. D.H.O.
Ww s 2s e 0424
D.H.I.
DeBaDe
India Qffices
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8 B 0BT T,

OTERATIONS,

From:= C. in C., India.
Tot= Gel GaSe
Ropestedi= G.N.0., Mesopotamia.

_Handed 1in:~ 5.55 p.m. 21/2/18.

Rocgeivodi= 11.30 p.m: 21/2/18.

14153 Fobruery 21st 5.30 p,m
@
Refercnco Freeland's F.63 Fébruary 17th.
————

Ponding dcelsion on Frecland schume replucement moterial

ussd for Musaiyib - Tillah extension will be deferrd.
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War Offico.
Cein O, Indig.
General Freeland, ¢/o I.G.0. Besra.

Dospatched 10.5 p.m. 21.2.1918.

52973 oipher. M.R.2 A/
-
Your 13025 17th February. fihile I realisc

sdvantagy of Froulend rumaining pending acceision on his

R L L
proposels, rogrot it is essentisl he should return immodiately

to France. Ho wes lont for 3 months which poriod has alrcedy
bocn cxecocded. Plcasu therefore expeditu if he has not

started alrcedy.

Addressed C.in 6. Indie; ropostecd Goneral Frecland,
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Adub, E®

Jertt®

L ASRAT .

120/ Indin/e90%., 6\
From - General Freeland Q /

P I i LA i o,
e ~ B0.M.R,
Repeated G,)l, 6,6, &
3,0,0, ,Mosepotanin,
Handed in 2,10 pom, #0,8.18
Heoeived 4, O azm. 81,2,18

¥ 6L Fabruary 19th,

“m February elst 1 gxpeot to leave this eountry fo
bues vis Karnehi and Adon,

Telegrans addressed carv of Mmbarkastion haraohi, and
e/c ¥, snd U, Aden or iuesz, should reach destimstion not later
than February 2%th, Mareh 4th, March 9th, respectively in
erder to resch ma, H#11) motify 1lnter on probable date of
arrival in london, Heport of Indian Cormissien is compleie;
1 will bring s cepy with me and original will be taken te
€, in Uy, India by MNr. Bell.

e

Ce2e Copy o - halg i, HoUghs Copy to = Ggol,GiB.
Fb, to 0, G,0,.R, B, 1,G,0,
B M, U,
Gopy te = Mgigd Dekets
- ada aiiede
nadl a0,
m— ':Y Bobov,
Dol T, &8, Indis Office.
Dy g, o Admiral iy
indin Uffioe,
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Wi o dofoerad and Jedva
zadal Zonm Nalien
nk wisviisega~%

s L mefa

o

LD0i1T0 albni 1 o 4 W% ToGM
s Ewgbmbi, |, Syt U
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j&f 5 g (9 M.D,
120/Ind 1a/B902,

‘rYom - Ueneral sreeland, Baers,

LA CR K.

ia - Heli U, in Indis,
- Mepoated D0 8,0, and dG,C, dnara.

/

‘espatched 5,40 pon, 1.,2.18,
deceived 6 p.m, 16,2,18.

F.82, 16tk Februawy.

ilequest specisl amrangements he made to
pagssge in order that I may arrive in ingland before the
daveh. Suggest lowing eteamer “"Lira" 4 heres Feb, 17th be
on Teturh Journey to Aden, Loeal suthorities infsrm me this

only method of reamching Aden diveet snd without loss of time,

Zpeat 1o Ar¥range Tor snward passage Lo Juez by inland

smter transport stesm yscht “lvy*
G Ufficars and 5 Other lanks ia eonstitution of party.
Addrewsed (.4.6, in india} repeated 1,6,C, Benrah
and Yirgenrmil,
Coeples toie Copy toie

DG 4 R, «CeTum,

Moiigla 4.,8.1,

e dov, ¢ AG,1,

8.k, 1, AsGod ne

wiigd, By of i, & 3,
S,0,0, Adnivalt
l-u.

ARA
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L%

5;30}(_;_5_1-§

SF £ R AN T 0B,
Tron := Gonevtal Fresland, sascah
o . a————
6 e OaIGIg
( Deing.
hopeated ;- (
(
Al

G.0.C4, Mesepstamia.

! Despatched 8.5y pim. 19,2/18.
Hoouived ' 5.4 a-m- 18,2,18,

Petide
Fapruary J17th.

Pl2ase v:fi2 %o cabls 12048*% February lsth from C.G.5. Delhi
%o saghdad

l:gi.}gaay qc.zgrm_.mj.ag,f.ignﬂ_*-c__}i_i}_lfih voquired wy June lst v
this year's Jeeal produce. I vscommend that stunduard gauws
lin: o2 at once preczedzd with, This will aveid neczssity
fce % introducing 2 «5-‘1.1..16-;'-15 on f.ﬁe Tight bunk a% Faghdad and
of laying cur metre Baugs tamminul station for transhipmunt
which work could hardly be completed befors Juns lst waen the
movuaent ¢f ths hu;rvea‘: expz2eted to ve2kin, y Lranch lines could
tap the ilillah distvict of the railway prcposed to <aks up af
th2 %hoeugh desart routa 3houid subsequently ope selectsd.
On %2 ovher hand conversion *.o_rnetru Kaug: cculd be subssqusntly

arrang3d i the v2st lceution for %this Touts should pa33 throuch

Hillah.
(* .ot racaivad in War ¢ffics )
K.C.£. Copiss %0:-
& ekl B i) 4. AsDoG, MR iy 7
i 108 SHORYR O 4 0 = MR e 24 Ha8a0s
D.M.0s(2) S.Ds 2 A N i ‘ DaGMia,
i K. Ul dria. oo naR.n,
[ M.0.2. 8:0.2:Ds QM Gi6a
Ha0,24 40 Delollodi: - IrRdia Office.

‘THLEGRAM Nos Fe63 dated 17.2,18, from Beneral Freeland,
Penultimate sentence should read;e
*If the through desert route should subsequently be selected

branch lines could tap the Hillah Distriot and the railway
now proposed be taken up,"
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From:- C:in C., India.
To:- Colitiabe

. J9spatched 4,405 p.m,, 17tk Feby 1618,
Rz02ivad 12,45 pems,, 17th F:by 1%1c,

150828, 17th Fubruauty «

bdjor Gunsrul Fruwluand vepresunts nucessity ef his imned-

iat: esturn te uLngland, Tlease inform ws whethe? you dusn
tmr sdiate veturn usssentind e his proposuls Tor ruilway expansion

in M:sopotamic avs $til) undir cansideratson

C.2. Copies to:~ M.0.X. MUl Copics to:-
DuGaliain, ColaGalis
deliel o DCalalics.,
Hadia O : Dabiels
LaGe2enr,s ins0424

D.
Dedels
India Office

VEY
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7 9 :
/1 A {;.,f._%yﬁ £

V10 8 At an §
o fotenca 1

S ECRET,

Fromt= G.0.C., Mesopotamia.

Toi= Cs in C., India. Repeated War Offlce.

; Despatehed 11,50 p.m., 15,2.18,
(;:) Received 12.50 p,m, 16.2,18,
X.656Q0, Feb,156, Your 12041 of Feh,.l3,

K teohnioal adviser to I.G.C, is necessary if latter 1s to
perform adequately his duties which include co-ordination of
personnel and equipment of I, W.T, and port and railways 1in order
to obtain most economical and efficient results from these
services as a vhole. Tachnical deputy will be responsible to
I.6.C. in the same way as Staff offlcer to a General, while
directors remaln respongible under Fleld Service Regulations
for detalls of control and working of their departments under

the co-ordination and general supervision of I.G.C.

2 Coples to'= ¥.0.X. Coplies to:-
D,.G.1.G.8. K.0.X, DLIND,
D.G.M.R. ¥.,0.2,a. M.S.1.

M.R,1l, D,Mov, D.F.,

H.RS, Seltals India Office.

D.8.D. F,1.

I.D.5.D. F.2.

S.k.2.

S.D.2.a.

s.,h.2.b.

SR S o

Véo
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Y Jespatohed 12,40 aeme, 15/3/18,

Heowived .15 aeme, 16/3/16.

Framis Cominel,, Indin.
Toi=- GelioComin=-Uys, hozopotumin.

mcuﬁaa War offioe,
12298 1l4th Februaxy. [ %

Your Xe6460 Feabruary 10th, I shall be pleased teo
reoeive Liquienant Uolonel Thorps and to discuss with him the
maount of assistance whioch Indis can give with vegard to the
davelopuent of railwey workshops in Mesepotamin. we cannot
however entertein the propeesi to allow this officer to lugy

down an embargo on what he considers necessaxy,

Ce?% Copioe to:- Angy Council,.
UelieBe

HeUeBahe
HeUskse Copias to:e ‘
el alelelia BeldeBe
BaUa2a weide Dadke {Bf
HeleBeite DeldeDelin {ﬂ
dabielie Delleda
Beldedaida India uffices
I J— =
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85, ¢ Rt

From: s Uy in 0, indte:
foia 3.,9.C., Mesopotemia. Repeated jlar Office.,
Despatoned at 10.k5 p.n. 13.2 .18,
‘f”’\ Received at 1.45 p.a. 14.2.18.
12041 Feb 13th. Your X.6468 Februery 1lltn.
¥111 not eppointment of technical sdviser on staff of

Irspector General of Communication invedve a div.cion
e — e

S ST "

.

-
of responsibility between him and Directors of I.7.T.
end Railways ?

C.2, Coples to :-~
D.C.1.8.8,
D.G.M.R.
M.R.1.
M.R.3,
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S——

({J_ aheora y o

-4 B G.}[.Q., Megopotamia,
e r——————

= War Office.

Repeatoegd Cs in Ce; India and I.G.G., Basra,

Despatecherg 11.35 p.m, L4tk F‘e‘:nmr;r_. 1918.
Receiveq 1,15 Ry 154K Febmary, 1918,

~.G526. Fe bruery 14tpn.

Fc;llc.wing iB report of progress
Fetmery g4h 1818,

17% miies erpankment completpa.

— g
Standard 88uge Baghdacd to Misaiy.bh

for weelk énding

nibia

Standare Zaugs

f
Fallujad to rmfoban, Smbankmsnt, completeq up te

10 milss ang railhead carrisq to mile 6% reyeng Fallujah.

&Aipping at Basrah,

Hopsang, Shuster, Ningpo,

lepn pagq Ievawongsce dlscharge of rallway materin: and

ci0res completeq, Risaldar now discharging. frriveq

ko Seiv Hingasng ang Scottier,

C.2+ QCopies to = APmy Council
M.R.1.
MJR.E.
M.0.2,.a,
D.5.T.

Yol

A siie Ao S duad ) 1A G [OR/L/MIL/S/788 g 5l
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e .
0098 :Ad Jll i Ai€a e a e
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BEQURET, L# 7}
Despatehed 1.5.p.m. 13/2/18. ] {:i-

Rerelved B0 .pamt. 14/2/18-
From:- QGerieral Fresiand Basra.
:

R
) .G.U.R.

102 -
A_._."—
© . 486, Pebruary 10tn. /

Refererce my telegram F.54 ciprer February 11th

—

&} rort Divector are as follows:- Depariment

Freposals adophked for furmation or depaytmanq w1ll have
contrel over all dogk areas ard also within rort limits,

the fellewing:-

1. All movemerts and berthing of ships.

2. Tlacharge ang delivery from ships.

3. Port barge-urd Port raill operatiors.

4. Enbarkation and disembarkutior. of troops and animals.

5. Port coneervancy wharf eonstruction and mainterance.

3. Provision ang maintenance of wharf appliances.

7. Co-ordiration with deepatching porta.

Graduul transitiom from departmental to generusl use of
berths brosdly on transitior princijles, 1is entalled by
schene accepted. LCaily averuge dischargo shouli te doabled
48 svheme. developu and detentiom of walting berths avcided.
Urge that appoirtments cof Fort director and deruty Inspector
General of Comnmmicatiora remaimw open uctil T have arrived
and explained difficulties local and otkerwise which hava

to Be encountered. Cons!derable progrees can be mada 1in
the meantime ir the corstruction snd clearing of dook areas

and I am tsslsticg Inspector Gemeral cf Comtunications withk

details of nregressive developement c¢overing next five months.

Off'icers of War Mffice missiox expect to leuve Basra cbcut
February 20th for Suee by the direct routs and are dus at

Suez about ifarch 8th.

i 0.2, Coples to:- D.0.I.0.8 M.0LX

D G.E.R M.0.2A
M.H.1 D.Mow
VR.& S.R.1
D.S5.D F.1
D.Di8D F.2
S.D.2
S. .2
S.D.2b
5.D.2D

e 5 g it

Yoy

ia e e s ad ) a0 G JOR/L/MIL/S/788 1o ol
B 3 4o . |
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General Frecland.

D.G.ML.R.
Despatched 2,40 p.m, 11.2.18.
Recelved 3.10 p.n. 12,2,18,
¥,54. February 1llth, b )
g
Reference to telegram Q.3645 (X.6468) from G.0.C.,

Mesopotamia to Secretary of the dar Office.

I am shortly cabling further details.

Until these are received please defer actlon.

0.2, Copied tei- M.,0.,X. Copies t@i=

4w k)

-
.

D.I.%:D,
M.S.1,

DoFo¥s

Indlia Office.

c
G
R
R
DB
D
D
D
0
®)

mERNeRNDUE
.

-4
-
™
-
]
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= e 02
ol e =
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g ECRET.

Handed 1wm 1.16.p.m. 11/2/18. {
Receiwved £.30.a.m. 12/2/18.

From:- G.0.C.Mesorotamisa.
& =
-0 3 var Office.
repcated Incia.

K468, , &

—

Your 40002 M.R.3/903 October 3rd. My Q.373 October

11th. After consultation with General Freslsnd I now
rroposc following organizatiom for port of Basrsh.

Under a port dircetor there will be three branches namely: --
I Port trafflc to include all dock areamms and dock railwayo
end all discharging and loading.

i Port works to include conetruction of port conservancy
and maintenence of technical appliances and wharves.

S Port offiecer as now controlling Harbouwr masters, pilots
and buoying of ocean watcrwava. In this connectiom it ie
proposed that the I.G.C. should have a technical adviser or
his staff.

With reference tc the last sentence of your 40908
M.R.3/903 October 3rd, can you scnd me & sultable (?)assistant
Ior port Diroctor and also one for the technical adviser
referred to above whe should be graded as Deputy I.G.0.
and should to an expert en transportation.

As regards port director I should firefer one wio has
had recent experiencs of docks organization in France,.
C.2. Coples toi=- +2.1.G.8 M.0.X
D.G.M.R M.0.24
M.:R.,2 D.lov
M.R:3 S-R+1
D.5.D Pl
D.D,8,D F.2
SD.2
S.D.2A

5.D.2h

3.D.2D
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Freeland, Dagadad.
et e

Yar Office. Repeated: Baghdad and India.

Handed in 11.15 p.n. 1l0-2-13,
Reoaelved L.25 p.m. 11-2-18.
loth. Painn.

buw

S -

Your 51733 cipner #.R.2.a. 396 5th February.
Peragrapp 1. is noted.

Paragrapn 2. Estimates based on maintenance of

"

B
1l and 11 infantry divisions. On the assumption that

inland water fleet is completed up to full programme
and dividing the line into 3 seetions

A Basra - Nesiriyah

B Nasiriyah - Najaf (Mashha Al1)

¢ Najef (Mashna Ali) -~ Bagndad
estimated daily tonnage to be conveyed would be respest-
ively A 1550 B 1300 ¢ 1750. Allowing 2 trains for
- cinforcements, remounts, p assengers, mails, end urgent
sonsipmments, 1 train for engineering purposes 1 ambu-
sunee train, © trains for movements of somplete units
aund formations or altermatively for bringlng up reserves
fuppliss and for spasmodic rushes of traffis, total
runper <f trains each way per day will be respeatively
o e - e SR o B L This estimate is based on the
egsunztion thst scheme for losal production is meeting
with success in its operation to extent now being under-
tilten end that produce so obtained will be eonveyed
“v3r section C into Bagnded. If no relief is obtained
from this secneme respective tonneges would be A 2000
» 2800 € 1800 and number of trains respestively A 18

C-l8.

Perapgrevn 3. I neve based my resommendations

Yod
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cn. policy of preparedness for campaingning season 1918 -

1018 as laid down in Chief of Imperisl feneral Staff's
ingtruetions 01 - 185 - 351 Oot. 16th and after consult.
‘ng 3.0.6.-in-C. nere as to meaning of last parasrapn
nf Chief of Imperial Gsneral Staff's vo. 47861 December
l4atn 1917. Previously I nave not asswumed tnat there
wouléd be 12 months still aveilable for preparations.
Existing linse from Kut el Amara to Begndad relies entirely
for its protection on certain works the adequacy of
wiich has yet to be tested under nigh flood. At the
sams time during rainy season tnils line has been for
snort periods interrupted. Similar oondition would
apply to any surface line bullt between Amara and EFut
el Amara winich wounld also be liesble to be completely
obliterated over certain lengths by floocd. TUntil sush
floonds subside an event whieh may not happen for weeks
commiication by rail would be impossible and no traffis
eould be carried,

Ls stated in my previous wirs even if all labour
rd reveting material were available I eould hardly
rarglete in 12 months earthwork and revetment necessary
-t mike seetion from Amara to Baghdad reliable,

fecording to information available at present,
if railway ic to be considered reliable, no intermediate
wthere con be considered adequate. In addition Basra -
sl & ilne would have to be raised slightly at sertain
22inlg w bring 1t above highest flood level, and bridge
nanavlie of carrying traffic at all times must be
sunstrucled over Gurmat Ali river. Railway cconnecting
part Magll and Amaran crosses this river by floating
beldpe. On account of the depth, which pronibiltec
plling, tnis was necessary. Conditlons of tide pravsat

ny
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use of bridge for 0 hours dally, and bridge has to be

#losed for wnole day or even lon_er if hign winds

brevent rise of tide. /@asuming, however, that above

w#orks nave been osompleted, that all existing sections

41 1bs. rail nave been replaced by 50 1lbs., that heavier
o R eless locomotive and neoessary rolling-stock ia
fortncoming, it is estimated that 18 trains & day eacn
vay would be the capacity of each section. Detailed
survey end lengthy investigation would be entalled

if I was to make definite recommendation as to best

type of bridge or ferry to be adopted at Amaran. Thio
survey and investipgation I have been hardly in a posil-
tion to make, but subject is bheing examined and it is
noped that more (1 group undecipherable) detail will

be ziven later. It is essential in any event that
operation of the bridge or ferry should be capable of
taking without restricting river traffisc 900 trucks a day

eacn way.

4., Assuming viver fleet completed up to full
programme and loecal production scheme operating success-
fully 1t is ectimated that Tigris rallway completed
and established es reliable route under all circumstances
as detailed in paragrapn 5 together with river transport
could maintaein a forece of 1 Cavalry and 13 infantry
divisions. If local production scheme 1s not a succesc
1t is estimated that the force which could be maintainec
1s 1 Cavalry and 11 infantry divisions.

5. With same assumptions and allowances as in
paragraph 4 it is estimated that Basrah - Amaran and
Kut el Ameia -~ Bagdad sections of reilway could (?)‘quu1
up Lo meximm of 18 trains a day each vay, and that

combin.d
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arnivined with a fleet service completed up to full pro-
gramme tonnago of 2600 eould be delivered at advancen
654 delly. This couldltheoretically (gﬁgﬂg'ﬁﬁﬁi?ect”r
usritted) foree of 1 Cavelry and 8 Infantry divisions or &
Gevalry and 10 Infantry divisions if loeal production
is workinz successfully. Owing to spamodic nature of
revriain traffics from overseas and to diffioculties
of trorshipment at 2 points these estimates should be
reduced to 1 Cavalry and 7 Infantry divisions or 1
Cavalry and ¢ Infantry divisions respectively.

I have assumed in making above estimates that
scale and gquality of equipment and personnel supplied
to rellways will in future be improved up to standard
esgential for carrying heavy traffic efficiently.
Ir conrliuzion I would like attention drawn to following
points. If Tigris route 1s maintained and until reliable
bridge 1s placed over Gurmat All River large proporticon
of shipping must discharge at Nanr Umar, and each =hlp
discrarging there will teke on an average 1 extra day
or. Se round trip as compared with discharging at Magil.

Vontrly loss entailed to shipping thereby estimated at

aprroximately 6l ship days, or equivalent of 3 round
; ;eb.

trios per month, As represented in wire T/24j§i
2nc: from Government of Indias, Mesopotamis traneport
cormission, at present time locomotive position is
bnu?iﬂer;;;critiaal, and even if measures proposed are
st omea put in hand¥f9r some time to come no material
rolief can be axpected.x

Tranepcrtation services cannot now cope wlth
Immezdiate reguirements of forece and forwarding of
ceriain ‘mportant stores cennot be cerried out. T W7
opinicn it would ba a grave step to take to throw on
~ommmicasions thus nampered furthner burden of traripo L
ing construction material reguired for construciin.

amavan - Kut el Amara link. Although through raile.:
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(5)
by Tigris route can when completed maintain two divis-
Zone more than Fuphrates route if loeal production |

roneme 1s suocessful, latter seneme will undoubtedly [

’\:ntuil eventual oxtendlon of Musaiyib line to

o L:ﬂf‘e;ih,Gap’ wnich then remains to he constructad to
Tate the through Fuphrates route complete weuld be little
ionger Foen that between Kut el Amars and Amaran, and
information ponds to show that censiderably less work

% weuld be §£¥Eff‘b§tggc) line to bs operated would be
considerably less than Tigris throush rallway ocmbinsd
with Bagndad - Shinafeyin branch.

Also necessity for heavy earthwork and difficulties
c¢f replecing Gurmat Ai;fi;d of providing and erccting
tridge at Amaren wnicn, without limitinz river capacity,
could handle rail traffic appears to me to prevent any xsX
reliance belng placed on cempleting througzn Tigris line
in 12 months, 8

It is estimated that strengthening existing
rallways as in your peragrapn b would entail more than

e £8 mueh werk as throuzh Euphrates rcute. Length

i
lire in operetion would he approximately ths same
Lk & ddvieions less could be maintained. 2 Tranship-
nurt pelnte would else entail extra lebour and damago.

Extre treck required could be balanced by recovering
Kut el Amere - Baghdad line fer use as reserve wanleh
must recesserlily be maintained in eountryiundur botn
phases of Tigris gcneme such reserve weuld have to bs
provided in addition.

I neve Ceneral larshnall's ccncurrence in the shove

G2 copies 1oD.C.1.0.5.:D.8.D,
L.K.C. D.G.M.R,
M.0.2.8. M.S.
M.C.X. M.R.2.a.
e e ———————
SRR ] — 5 -
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G.0.C. lesopotamia.

To t C+in ¢. Indla‘ repeated War (ffice.

o

Despatched 2.16 p.m. 10.2.1618.
Recelved 8 a.m £.1618.

M.

X.C4B0. ;r?

Your 10344 Februery '7th.

Owing te the faect that rallways have extended
8o rapldly that the new 1cccmct1v; sheps and appliances have
not been atle to keep pace vwith requirements. The situation
has beccme eritiecal.

The velume ef traffic has also continually
increased. Acecrdingly Lt has been impossible to stop
ergines for repairs with the result that their condition has
been getting worse rapldly ard rrogressively.

Regarding yecur preposed alternative we should
be glad to return lecomctives e India which require heavy
repalirg, but it is essentlal befcre we despatech shem that
gome of the locombtives now demanded from India should arrive.

It will not be possible to do without the

further 20. !®

Befcre the despatch of their T/24/210 February

/]

Zré the Cemmissicrn fully ccensidered the abeve points as well ¥
a8 other aspects of the sltuaiicen.
The Commisslon sdate their telegram was sent by
ther &s e body and wish me to refer you tg the last sentence
1 Yot aned 210
¢f paragreph 3 of letter Ne. 1834 June 12th (2 groups
wnteclpherable) addressed Gereral Freeland. They consider

14 nmatter as & rpeint ¢f importance referred to in the above-

curad letter but their telegram was nct Iintended as a definite

camurd but rather az a warning.

I wisk
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I wish now however tr make the demand
deficitely. My Dirertcr of Rallways had foreseen the
8ituaiion (see his telegram C.2251 Deoember 21st and W.2824
Jaruary 14th) mnd was about to male further demarnds.

I ccnslder it essential that the (%work) shomld
be put inte suck a state as tr be able tc compete with
repairs vithcut delay and therefore suggest that Lt. 001; ‘
Thorpe Leoeco-Superintendent sheuld at once proceed to India

and be emplcyed to select such machinery and material as he‘.

may ccnsider recessary, such furply to be distributed over

the various rallways srd rontract shops proportionately.

The Cemmission fully conew a in tre above proposal.

Copy to

i- Army Council.

H.R.2.
M.0.2 a.

M.0.

D

¥.0.2%a-p.,

u.0

e O
%,D.S-n-
S.D.B- -
5.D.2. Aec

Copies toi=—

L0l G B

copies® 0t

5.D.2.5.
SR
e

—l

ARA
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From A.D.I.W.T, BASRA

To, EOYPT.

Repested D, T1.W.D. lLondon Received 11.2.18.

844454, 10th leb.
Flease arrange passages for Yemeral Freecland, 5 ufficers snd 6

British other ranks Alexandria, Taranto. Arrive Alexandyis about
Mareh 10th. Require urgent reply.

Ciroulated per M.R.3. £0:-

1.0. (3)
ColoeGuBe D.8.D
DiCuleGaBe DaPaBa

DeMaQe MHeS.
M.0.% DaGe MoR

N.0uBa P.2 (Mr, Petersom)
p.u.x.
H.I.2
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From:- ¢C.,-in-C,, India.

To:- P P 7Tth February, 1918

15344 - Tth February - Reference Transport C;)I;}I’T:idp- Lonarsl:d
telegram Y24/21C}é/f@‘ﬂe do not undar‘stand;‘\dmr:ﬂuj for furthop
power has suldenly become critical as previous indents have hea
fulfilled. If facilities for maintenance of locomotives nre
insufficlient Ib& “?Lsfq?t will appear you are dependent on further
supplies of locomotives to maintain traffile requirements.
demand on India will thus be continuous and Inereasing even
without expansion of mlleage worked. We suggest as an alter-
nativeiflargely augmenting number of engines in Mesopotamia;
that those requiring heavy repairs be sent to (?) Indial) for
that purpose. Regarding twentyfive engines asked for by your('??)
in December and January it must be remembered that all stock
supplied 1s taken from traffie and its collection and ov’?r‘hnul
cannot be carried out in less than @ two months . ‘_.‘5u.pp'lyj_z'lgr_;r
rallways ere now overhamling end preparing as quickly as possible
twentyfive engines applied for but despatech from port cannot be
commenced until March. If suggestion made re repairs be agreed
to you may perhaps be able to do without the further twenty
asked for. Mesopotamla transport Commissioner is to be infor-
! Sheutd tisue

med his telegrams 'he should have from you since his Commission
is an edvisory but not an executive authority.

Addressed General, Baghdad, Repeated C.I.G.5. and
Railways Baghded,

R. Copies to:- M.R.2.a,
3 M.0.X,

H.0X. CJPIES TOy= D.C.I.6.5,
M.0.2

NUTE:- Vide T.24/210 from Baghdad Feb. 2nd.
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Handad 4n'3.10,0.m. 5/2/18.
Reeeived £.50.a.m. 6/2/18.
Fremi~ Rellvayw, Baghdad,
To.= Wer Office,
repeated Irdia and tosra.

K.B347.

Fellewing is the Progress repeort ror

uo i

MUSATYTIH ext raicn.

R

week ending Februery
2nd.

Fermaticr complotes for 16 miles.
& wrates
5 Formation completed ior

/
g -
DHIBEAN wsater ={or

irht milss ang

1¥ milos lirked beyerd FALLUJAH.

Shippi:’..g. Arrived in pert Bopsang, Shushter, Ningpc and Tear.
Sukelar—ard Prosper cempleted ii.schar*,;ng.
Ceriles to:- ARy COUNG I,
M.R.lL
H.K.2
M.0.2A
SeHel.
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(40)

Y-

From:- Vlar Cifice. Despatched 9,55 p.m. 5.2.18,
To:« General Freeland - /0 I.G.0. Basra.

Repeat.d G.C.C.Mesopotamia.
C.iu C. Indis,

121/Transport/034 {M.R,e.iéi:)
.3

/

51730 Cipner. IMiR.2.a/5S Your X.6004 January 1Sth.
A9 .4

and Gen,Marshall's “5h January 25th. te India's

telegram of Januory é&r as to requlrements for BASR. -

BAGDAD iine following Eaphratez,

limiting factor of the War, for all metre sauge lines, 5C 1lb,
"roil ond metre ghuge slecpers will be used.

(2) Presums all your estimates are based on maintonance of
aleven Infantry and one Cavalry Iivisicns., Vnat is the
estimated daily tonnage to be conveyed by Euphrates line and
number of trains daily ¢

(3} Assuning Amara - Xut line to be constructed and rast of
Tigris line improved to the oxtent of resources likely to be
avellable during next twolve months, what would be the extont
of risk of interruption by flocd damage, and in view of sueh
risk what average capacity oould be safely assunod ¢ Vhat
tyrs of bridge would you rocommond at Amara ?

(4) 'mat foree could safely be maintalned by river transport
and by Tigris railwar as in paragraph (3) ¢ :

(8) Woat is ths maximam fores which can safely be meintained
by river transport and by existing railways providing these
are pradually improved ¢

ALddressed Generel Freeland, Bopeated to @.0,C.lssopotamia
&nd €. in 0. India,

C.2. Copies to:- D.G.I.G.8. H.0.2a. D.S.D. N.8.
D.M.O, 11,042, D.Guf.R. ileR.2a,
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fanded in 11.15 a.m, 4-2=18,

X.6316.

1 eonsider it impertant that I should bring to
Bncland with me en Inland Jabor Cificor to provide locul
¥movledze and assist in writing ropori. [ave obtained
sanction of Chilet herc to Major Ferrsll 1.%.T. acecmpany-
Tyreermer s Oan this be arrancsoed and allowances sanctloned
for nim as far as remainder of mission?. Captain de
3rey hos applicd for appeintment aut here. I proposs
lasve nim benind pendins econsicduration of his appli-
Is thgfa any objectlion tu tnis? Port scnemse
nas now beon drown up «nd expect to presant it to Ohiefl
at meoting wn Feb, 10th at vhnlieh I.%.C. will Bo prosont.
¥uen doponds on ruute sclocted for througn rallway.
Jan I oxpoct doelsion in thils misior belcre Feb. 10tn

Free myp X 6004 Jan, 1050 to G.I.@.05)% Hopo tv gstart
S—

from Bosraa Io¢ Eng
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From:- HMesopotamia Transport Commissioner

Toi=

2nd February, 1915.

7T.24/210,

Owing to insufficient facilities for repairing

locomotig;f in Mesopotamia the position as regards supply of
engine pover to meet exist(?ing) military requirements is
considered critical. Absolutely essential that ths 25
engines already usked for vide the Director Railways telegram
No. C/255fdated 2lst December and 0/282:; dated 1l4th Januery
to Munibvoard Delhi should be despatched Immediately. 20 more
engines should be forwarded soon as possible, These 2¢ engines
should be standard mixed or passengers class. Total ‘;5 All
engines should be thoroughly overhauled and bollers internaily
examined bef‘or;a despatch. Director Rallways has been consulted
and concurs.

Addressed Army, Delhl; repeated Muniboard, Delhl Rajlvays

Delhi; Chief, London; Chief, Bagdad.

M.0.2.c. Coples to:-

D.C.1.0.8,
¥Y.C.2.
M.0.2.a.

o
PR

BeDSD

Copie 8 to: = D.G.M.R.
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SECRE

OPER& l_x_c N f*k Can (s errlcesrey |
OPERATIO. = A 2, l frevidnes
o~ PO 4= 0. 4n 0., Indis, ETepA bty Atloey DsetIiyee
Toi- C.I.G.S, 4//4‘/‘)& 51%144«&." Lo
Despatched at 1.20 a.m. 30.1.18., ¢ )

i
Received at 8.30 pum. 30,1, 1&, B W |

7667. January 29th, Continuation of my eg '? Joanaary "thi Yee La ,

By !
!

T

A
I now submit the following administrative obscrvations. ta, P A

Roils. The present Programme of constr: ction at Totas will
be complete in April. Extra programme proposcd by forcs L
of 269 milcs eculd be taken in hand at the rate of £0 miles
Fer month provided that no furthor demands are madce on
India for Feypt or Salconika. Slespers, points and
ercssings end bridging matorial could be supplied,

Rolling Stock. 1Indin has alrc ady supplicd Lésopotamia

with B3 englnes and 2100 wagzons and has mder crdor o
further supply of 25 englnes and 250 wagona, it is
Fresumed Froclend's Commission will tust carefully the
neecessity of the additicnal 70 ungines and 228 wupons
which arc suggested as nceessary if the complotien of
Fuphretes Railwsy were appraoved . I am, howuvep informed,
by the rasilwsy beusrd of ths Government of India

(1) thet Indian 1ines are already mich duploted of rolling stock,
(2) that the prescunt pressure ncot cnly for military purposcs
but for the cxpertation of grain and wheat to meet home
d-’;mnnds is heevy and-likely to continue sc and

(3) that 1* this large additionsal domand for rol ling

siock werc complied with India's capaclity to meet her
overscas li.:bili tles: and intornel requiremonts weuld bo
Erevely affucted.

As you are avare 1t has beon indicated by recent télesrams
Thot India msy be called upon to accept, even more fully

than heretcfore, responsibi ity fer maintelning thce forces

ia e e s ad ) a0 G JOR/L/MIL/S/788 1o ol
B 3 4o . |
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o
o

-ating in thuatres vast of the icdlterranean. But, aport

£ré™ this, the Mlfilment of cur present responsibillity

dcpunds on th¢ continuonece of the efflciuncy of Indiom
railways. If a breskdown of these linces cccurred
Yesopotamia's maintinsnce would at once be imperilled, beth
Epypt and Sslénika wculd be affected. Under thcse clreum-
stances I strongly deprecate sny further demands on India
for rollinr stock.

Personnel. Labourcrs and Gangnen to rmumbers aslkod for
ecould hc suprlicd. It would be impossible to find the

25 gxpericnced engineers which are dimandcd. 0f the
additicnsl 60% running staff we should not be sble, sven
spproximately, to provide amr categories such as station-
mastiers, drivers, signallers, shced steff, specialist clerks.
S0 far, in fact, from being able to muet additional demends
we are expericneing great difficulties Iln résponding to
those put forward under existing con@itions. In conclusion
after having reviewed the sltuaticn from both a strategical
and pdministrstive point of view I do not consider the time
opportuac for g démend of this nature. After over thres
yoars of war I consider that Gonerals cperating in differcent
theatrcs of war should be prepared to acccpt what is
practicable, rather than to alm at idecls, moreover, although
we have lesrnt from exporience the dissdventapes asscciasted
with tho Tigris line rallway, we do not know what difficulties
and dongers of strateplcal and poliltical and physical meiure
may confront us on the Fuphrates 1linc. I sumpest thercfore
thel Proelsnd and Marshall be instructed to recomsider with
a vicw tc esconomy in personnel and material, the further
improvemcnt and dovelopment of existing railways and river

communl caticn.
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Panded in €.50.p.m. 28/1/18.
Roeelved 9.10.a.m. 29/1/18,

G.0.C.Mescpetamia.

G. InCc. I'mdin.
repsated War Office,

Owing tc the railway extensiom in my forward area with
a grewth of railheads in ¢cnsequenca, the respensibilitics
of my G.0.C. Advanced Base hawo beon inereased and are still
furthowr 1ikely tc de so. I strengly rocommona thercfcee that
tne ~.A. and Q.M.G. bo appeintced tc augment staff. If yeu
tppreve I have an officer suitable frr the eprdintment whe has
o knewledge cf loeal ccnditicms., I alac desire te changec
the D.i.hA. and Q.M.G. Advanced Base Staff tc

of D.A.A.G,

-1
.2
«G.1
Bl
¢
G.
R.

é

.2, Ccpies tc:i-

F
1.6 F
A
D

ot
L=}

Eiis

2= Q0D

M.R

=mor

Qs

ooOEODUUULS
[»]

EHozZnnntgy
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SECRET,

0P B-RoA T Iy Nog,

Fromi- C. in ¢., India.

Tot= 0T, 3.8,
~

Despatched:- 12.3¢ a.m.) -
; 27/1/18.

Reccived:~ 12,45 p.m.

€947 January 2€tn. 7\ 2] %

Centinuaticn my 5864 January 23rd.

mﬁ'Cn January 23rd I sent rcllowiﬁg tc Marshall (begins), Your telogram

L \X.SGOE and Frecland's X.Gfézd%%th January 19th.
Pleasc wire fcllewing particulars: (h) %hat additisnal 75 peund track
would yeu require and at what rate of delivery. Taking into acecunt
the 150 miles 75 peund track allotted for the lusailyib and Felujah branch
lires and fcr 2 reserve. (v) will the adopticn cf 75 pound track for
tkls linc modify your reccnt demands for 50 peund track. {c) Taking
inte aeccunt the 2¢0 wagons recently supplied and the further demana
fer 25¢ wagens and 25 engines will any additicnal rclling steck be
required. (a) fer contructicn and (b) fer werking new linc after
completicn? It {8 prosumed Tigris lincs would then be but littlc used.
‘B) What bridging matorizl frem India weuld be required. (e) what
incrosse in imperted labeur would you require and frem what dato.
Replios as to abecvo arn very urgently roquirod by Chief, Fcrecaste will
sufflco previsicnally, (Mcesage onds).

jﬂi He replied on January 25th as fcllews, Begins,

fﬁ) 269 miles additicnal 75 pound track required to be delivercd i{n
oqual menthly censignments in € menths ¢ommoneing February lst, Tnis
With 15€ miloe referrcd te glves totsl 4ie miles fcr scrvices sg fcllews: =
Feluje and oxtonsion and sldinge 55 miles. Basrah-Baghdad 365 less 126

- helBa pewd faca iy e
tu Ted daga§ar en Nasiriyah 1ino 239 miloes. Staticns and 8ifings 4¢

—_—
Ziles. Baghdad metro gaugo Terminal staticn ané branch 8idings 15 milos.
Srench 1line t¢ Hillah 20 miles. Rosorvo 5¢ milcs. In addition ic abeve
250 sots 1 in 8% points ad cressings aro ragquired,

(U) Pcasibly. Sce my X.€117 tc Trecpers ef thls date,
(c) vos. (a) 5 Cnginus "B" class and 150 vehiclos. (B) 65 ongines "gM

¢less and 216¢ vehiclos, Plgures in lattor based on follewing aseumpticns,

ia e e s ad ) a0 G JOR/L/MIL/S/788 1o ol
B 3 4o . |
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—
"

Paily traffic on Basrah - Amara 128(C tons. On Kut el Amara
Hinai-P1 nil. Cn Hinaidl - Dagqubah 8C0 tcns,
3

D. Not in a pesitien to give dotalls yot. At least 1300
medial ? foot cf bridging material required.

Fcr conatructicn (1 group undociphorable®) reguircéd
cxzecluding local labour for perticn c¢f line on high bank, 3000
lebourors fer carth work and 7 handling material and 2008 fer
linking arnd packing with 60 7 pound metal (1 group) &,
At loast 25 onglucer officors; not yet in pesiticn to estimate
perscennel for werk commonce but incrcased running staff not
likely to bs less than 60% at present sanctioned war cstablishmont®
for such staff," Tnds.

Ae 3oon as latter tologram has becn fully considered my

cbassrvations con ebeve will be sent you but prima facie mééﬁiﬁ&@“

of ﬁbn_dumands fcr relling steck and railway perscnncl will

render vory difficult acccptance of Freclend's schemc.

Xporhaps "vory little".

M.0. Copies to:—

D.M.I.

Mt 1

M 1. 2~a=b=t=u.
1 3.atb-c-d.

?aéa de.
lndia Cffice:

Ne v
-

V4o
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Frum:= C.=in=C.,
fN\To:= [+ g 3

Despatched 9,40 p.m., 25th Janry. 1918.
Received 9.50 a.m., 26th Janry. 1918.

6581, January 25th. ffzf‘:} 3 P £ 0]
vour 50767 January 23rd. In my 4972 January 19th

plesse read "Cur policy in Mesopotamia and South Persie" Iinstead
of as sent. As repards Mesopotamia the post bellum policy will
(?) decide the direction and scope of rallways there and also

the railway polley in South West Persia which presumably s what
Freeland asls for advice about.

Formation of opinion on the post bellum rallway pollcy
as I pointed out In my 4972 January 19th must awalt a definlte
declaration presceribing the general policy there but in view of
Secretary of State's talegrem March 29th 1917, cornveying War
cabinet's decision that occupied territorles wvere not to be
administered by the Government of India, is 1t still yocur wish

that Freelsnd should be instructed as to the views on this

particular question of the Govermmert.«of India.
¢.2. Coples to:- M.0.2.c. for speclal«dligtribution.

¥.0.2.¢c. Coples to:- C.I.G.S.
D.0.I65,
D.M

ilui.

X.0.2.

s siie da S duad ) 1yl s JOR/L/MIL/S/788 o sall
http://www.qdl.qa/Ax: »»l/archive/81055/vdc_100098484043.0x0000C6 :axdll ki 48a o e



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100098484043.0x0000c6?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

é "I Aaal) ([NUAN) b ghad] Apen g (801 D B Agyaal) A"
(YVE/V4A) [B44]

Y4A e e de Sa duad ) 1l B JOR/L/IMIL/S/788 e sl
http://www.qdl.qa/Ax: »»/archive/81055/vdc_100098484043.0x0000C7 :Axd ll ki 4€a o e



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100098484043.0x0000c7?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

"I Alaal) [l b ghad] Al g bl N 3 B Agyaal) A
(YVE/V49) [s) ]

8 L CRED,
— s

Handed in 23/1/18. 6.p.m.
Recolved 21/1/18. 12.5.p.m.
Fromi- €. in C. India,

To:w e 2 S
:;‘l
b864.

/

s

Reference Fresland's X 6004 and G.0.C.Megopotania's X 6005
P

both January 19th. The rcasoms adduced by Preclapd and Marshall
fer smbarking cn an aiiitional 1ine of ralliay in Mesoprtamia

are in my opinion opon to strong objection both from an administra-
tive and military aspect. My reasoms for expressing my dissent
from former point of view will be sont rou in detatl im: the course
of the next fou days., I make the following remarks on the
military aspeot (a) Murshall's cpinion thaf no appreciable inerea:
in defence troops will be necessary for the adequate pretection

of the railway he proposes falls to take inte account that the
pPelitical centrel he elaims tc maintaimw over tribesmen on both
cldoco of Duphrates may be materially weakened in the event of the
énemy moving in fcroe towards ug. The posscsgicn of 2 lines of
communircation might then orove an embarrassment tother than an
assistoney 1f 1% beecano nocessary to have strong detachments for
thelr protection. (b} Freeland'c ingstructions conveyed in your
47081 of Deccomber 14th laid down that a larger force was not
Agccesary during 10168. The date propesed by Marshall for complo-
tion of the new line viz Septomber 1st, seoms to ignore the sbove
and in fact to have been cjosen on the basgia that by that date he
will rcquirs a large increasc tc his force. There 1s no evidence

al present to suppert thia.

144
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() Sheulé the proposcd aliznment be approved, need for

: railway will not bccom:f@gﬁig?hrgont until cnemy's railway
Progress improves., Until that occurs freight material
nnd labour and railway personnel should be saved for more urgent
rneeds. (d) ¥hile Frecland's opiniom is strengthencd by that of
experts on the spot I would 1iké to point out: (1) that 1t (-
quite pcssible the timc required to Iimprove tho whole Amarah
Baghde& line will be avallable. (2) that the Kut-el-Amarah
Baghdad line wes lald down without endangering the supply
of the foree. Since then the inerease tc rall communication
and to the river fleet up the Tigris have more than kept pace witl
tho oxpansiom of the foree. (3) that the sstimated extont of
rootriction of river traffie by the transfer from bank tc bank
ot Amaral is nct knewn horc but it should be possible to minimixe
1t by making sultable arrangementc for transfer. In short the
through Tigris lino appears to have beon discarded without
auffieicnt regard to its stratogleal edvantages.

In my next eclpher the administrative problcm will bo

vortilated in whieh I shall,indieatc the heavy tax to which
our resources will be subjectcd in personnel and material of a very
voried character by the propozal which is now submitted for

your approval.

~

Copies t0 ==

.8, B ot

Bic o 8

: Wl o

; )

Bl

Mrgo3, bgh42
T

ot

f
o i
.__‘.‘-QJA? s}

Tl
.elT
‘Mo
.0.2

s siie da S duad ) 1yl s JOR/L/MIL/S/788 o sall
http://www.qdl.qa/Ax ~V/archive/81055/vdc_100098484044.0x000002 :4xd il ki dg8a e (ya el



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100098484044.0x000002?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

"I Aaal) ([NUAN) b ghad] Apen g (801 D B Agyaal) A"
(YVE/YY) [BY Y]

s ik e oSa md ;1 Ga JOR/L/MIL/S/788 te sal
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »V/archive/81055/vdc_100098484044.0x000003 :dzad il ki 45€a e (g el



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100098484044.0x000003?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

"I Alaal) [l b ghad] Al g bl N 3 B Agyaal) A
(YVE[Y ¥) [5)+ Y]

121/Transport,/ 954,

From:= C.laGeBa

Despatohed J peme, 2JelelB,

Toi- Cominela, AcHoe, India,

Npn
BUTET ﬂlpiur././ =i
Your 4972 of 19th instant, Our only intention was that Genersl
Fresland should not lose sight of any defined post bellum policy
W india in making his recommendation: as to devel opment
from the point of view of mnw-. %0 that if two
alteamative routes were of t from Militazmy point of |

view for instance that one should be decided upon which was more
1ikely %o fit in with India's views as to post bellium peliey.

1 understand your difficulty in sing an opinion until
Cabinet has decided on general after war in J.rersia and
as this cannot well be decided at present Freeland's Teport must
be mainly based on local Military considerations. Of course if |
you should wish to raiese m question of post bellum peliey, I

suggest you do so and I w assiet in any way 1 ocan, “ut many
matters are indefijite and uncertain at present. .

Addressed C.~in<C,, India = repeuted General Freeland, Busr: 7
GCe2s Copies toi= W.0.2s0, for special distribution

MeUe2e00 Coples to:-

Be0f Be Dedale
Culelods Mol oy
Del oI olleide DeBods
Delheie Delbeldalle
HeGeBs Hella2e
eUeZame IeUa
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AECRET

Herdeda in 29/1./18,

-~ Received 23/1/i8.
Fremi- Rallwaye, Baghdad.

War Office.
repeated Indic and I.G.C.hoera.

fellowlng 18 preogress reporti fer week ernding Januvery 194k 1918,
Stendard gauge lines. Falluejak Dhib‘:\n,‘: extenslon, Fermatlon
completed for S milee beyomi Fallujzn. Equivalent of /; miles
exbanknent completed. Nermal traffic workirg resuwed on &ll
other limcs exeept ox Hinalll-Fegubok rnetre gauge line over
Marrhait Bridge. Repairs to thls bridge ave well ia hasd,
Galglng of formatlom where liable to flcoding from rain water
on FKut-el-Amarah Hinsidl Zaqubskh line khan made gooA Progredt.
IWE; at Baari. Albistamx and Mowadnock
sunipletod dincherging EBreunfeis amd Scottler wnow dischorgiag
trock meterial améd miecollaxcous stores. Subedor rollixg
atock errived In port.

0.2, Gopieu to:- ARMY COUNCIL
M.C.24

M¥.R.1
M.R.2

~ i
X 1o by ek *3 Joliary oh
- { A
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(‘lG;{J
No.17109, n
GOVERMMENT OF INDYA, -*'*q'
ARSY DEPARDIENT,
STLA,
13th November 1917

Brigadier General H.F.E, Frasland, C.2,, M.V.0,,0.8.0.,R.E,

8ir,

1 am directed te inform you that, with the approval of the
Right Honourable the Secrstary of State, the Covermment of India,
have sanctioned the sppointment of a Uormissiorn to be known as
the Vesopotamian Transport Commission to enguire intoe questions
connected with the Orsenization and Adminietration of the hHailway
and Mver Transport in that country, with special reference to
the supply and maintensnce of the personnsl required for these
services:-

The terms of reference, in so far as India is concerned,
are attached together with certain notes connectel with the
subjeet, which may prove of assiatance to the Comnission.

I am to inform you that you are hersby ammointed
Chairman of the Comnission with the following gontlemen ns
members: -

Nr. B.A.S. Ball,
Mir, G. Richards,
MHr. A.J. Chase

G. Carey,
R i ey
Captain §.7, Daldy, R.N.R.
The selection of a Seorstary to the Commission from

amongat the membera is loft to you,

3, You will assume your dutiem as Chaimsan from the date of
the constitution of the Commisaion, Hembers #i11 be lmmnd}
to report themselves to you on that date, or as soon after as
possible, at Delhi or other convanient place.

4. The following terms as regnrds pay and allowances are

sanctionod i= ;
Rs, 750 month
-5 1L, SRR L st

L] m L] -
c-m:-in . ?g‘%a;;r“m
Coptaln B 7, Daldy,RHR] o
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and in addition, Es.10 each per diem while travelling, that o)

15, from the date of leaving present station for Mesopotamia

ti11 two days after return to Bombay or llaraeni, or until

they return to their headquarters stations, if they return ~

direct.

B. As soen as possibie after your arrival in Delhi, a

report should be submitted to the Seerebary, Ay Lgpartment,

giving the approvimate date by which you will be prepared

to embark at Bombay or Karachi for Pasrah, in order that the

necessary arrangements for the journey by rail and sea may

be made, and to emable the General Officer Commanding in

Vesopotamia to arrange for your reception.

6, At ths termination of the inveatigation of the

Cosmisoion in Vesopotamia, 2 report will be submitted %o the

Goverrment of India smbodying the resulbs of such investlgation,

Sheulé, however, thers be suy woints of imertance which

require irmediate action, you uwill vomrmnicate such, either

by letter or telegram as way be necsssary, for the infomation

of the Government of India. _

i 7 The General 0fficer Coomanding in Mesopotamia has been

H requested to affard every fucility and aussistance to tbe

Oorend sgion, and 1o place a Stalf Officer at ite dispesnl from

the time of its arrivel 4t Basrab. :

| I, &%e.

(5d.) LH.Bimdey, Yajor Generul
Jecretery to %ﬂonrmsut

‘ o RN

E Copy fomrdod for infofntion u:-

The Commare
b > The Mh:z 'Ell
& The Financial tiur, ili A.? !'imnm.
f The Ckief of th

1 The uulrbmnn?
t The ¥ilitary olcrottrr to His hc:ilmsy the Cormmnder

‘Board, '
The kilitary Accountant~Censral,
The Central %ar Controller,
The Finsncial Adviser, linoruuh. zwmu Torce
The Field Gonu'oucr of il t.u'y Acceunt

-

The Gu;:rnl Officer Cormanding, ! tomi a Erg:&ltlnm
rece,

(sd,) A.A.ﬂu!m
Asst, Gecretary to the Govt.ef India,

Terma
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LARiS OF IEFERENCE.

(1) Are the Railway and Inland Water Transport Directorates
in Yesvpotemia organized and administered on systems which
ensure the most economical utilization of the labour = both
skilled and unskilled = supplied to them, consistent with
efficiency and military considerations? 1f not, what changes
in Crganization end Administration are recormended,

{2) 1Is Nesopotamia receiving its due shars of personnel
consistent with the clnims of failways, shipping, and manufscturing

interssts in India?
(3) Applying the considerations mentioned in (1) is the
organization of Railways and Inland ¥Water Transport in
lesopotamia such as Lo ensurs that - :
(4) Excessive stocks of materials are net held.
(b) Pamands from the various Direstorates are co-ordinated.
{a) T’aalﬂnar{d?d “znola and phm in wrhhopl elsewhere

————————
HOTER.

The establislment of the I_hllm Directorate in Vesopotamia

is contained in Appendiz A and that of the Inland Water Transport

in Appendixz B, '

2, The railway wileage open and under construction is shown in |

Appendix C; a map and a ferro-type are attached, the latter shows |

the railway stations, The Inland Water Transvort is working from ]

Bnuto Baghdad and some miles porth; it ia also working from

Fasra to huirlylb* the mileage between points on the rivers is

shown in Appendix D, o :

3. - The traffic cln:lod ﬁrmmorm Scpmbor and |

Ootober 1917, is shown for the Railway in Appendix © and for August |

and Septeaber 1017, for the Inland Water Transport in Appendix 7.

4, The Tocemotive and rolling stock at the disposal of Hailways |

in Vesopotaria is shown in Appendix G, The mumber of riveroraft |
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of various types is shown in the weekly printed statement of
rivercraft, page 1. lupendix H, '@
8,  The recruitment of persopnel so far as Ipdia and the linst

are concerncd, for the Railways end Inland Wnter Transport in
Vesopotamia, i3 osrried ovt by the Adjubent General's Brmqh -~

in Indla.  Ths systen briefly is;= .

{a) “ai 1“ mroo‘horuu in e in dﬂlil
m. Jm mﬁgo%gﬂﬁ ﬁus 3

utunl requ ;rmtt an dnt :gma%iﬂ us wa 6f 15
r;tdod af A tm N
(b) The Lidmad h&or ﬁn nhn undl in demands

SERt it 00 e S and i s e s
b/ renenta on o 0 s tn's.'l nius
in p "WMO 6

time expired wen. '1'1\1; qaﬂrl a
mka. s

The ﬂjmnf Gml An I-tuu»\ m dmds mZ- depota
in India, as far as men sv-nuhlu xl‘lm.(.md arrancas for the
balance by - t.rmniap loeal or ot.hw 'umrms. As the mmply of
trained men of tha- vmaua cnt.mr‘sn has mdm’lb haaome -
inadequate ?x: meat. dmnds, the vm 9! Wnin; mhooln has
heen 1mnw 9 i

6. cm!!uem ‘ns rmmlt ajlelndgﬁﬂailwn and in

3 Indian Ports, dﬁt-«il ﬂw unh’l*m of ’!hﬂhor daum‘a on then

‘ for persomnal, -m mutu pn!ln!mrr i;ﬂﬂ‘umﬂnn haforo the
comj seion umwm« ta B«owt'mh. "ty

7. The bx!m&im- are lk-a ef the éﬂ#ﬁm which. it ie mod
might roceive rpaa!lﬂ at‘!rmtim in: oﬁer te clear up. obumn
pointe:= i (

‘n‘.‘- | i 3 g I . % g ?
w g TR ) g %0 Sy S o
3 ah T Aol i o g7y e g ¢

St g e as

1.

2.

oL e e -

3 c..? any - inpro;mant. be made 1n m ef Mim wmm
persormel

4, Is local lnbwr - un «la.l in m-ml wﬂ -
: apTotted te D

F. Is working of the reilway 1i: umfﬁhu' I‘rm-poni

naonance +ith the orinei nm al
” e.luhjnth:o such Lnite ois a8 2- m

by -1‘? considerationa?

¥

'6.-
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Ts sufficient done in training personnel’ loeally = more
especially in the lower and u sikilled gradings?

Is there co=ordinatisn in labour uving arrangements
as bvtn:nw the nrieun Dinmratu

Terms of urvioo of g:rnml -; Are fawilities ate

for perludiag men Any ‘suggestion

tn sh,
I%? 'ﬁ& WM::&M@ %&T@omton hﬁm ape

Is diﬂrikﬁtion of staff lalbo ' uhl
nkup.’mgrd,‘th m i [ itv

Ara Bed o ion buit M ead
tx.'affich*g, Rd or mrmlu-

How does’ tho qunty o«f *fm Mll«l pornm t

lll:f: you for.?qﬁ’ﬂmmtgw -{ ; "E““‘““

o& 3 “with 't usuall
H“ dou ﬁu :{f poranf. intfi’nd e y
nﬁ’ hn.r{ rutni ons’ ca»alunbl rnnﬁ hl.n _you any
tions
Tho n 2 of omﬂli%‘m store. iim'l 1 H’&iﬂ.l
8, bolts,
bo m«l rﬂ;a«%ﬁn 01 .ﬂw ‘&

'? ., agm mmv-zy.
m v *?
Are nnnh i'n anulu&-uu ‘tmpo ‘Il?y out
satisf v bo‘ﬂl
.g-malz xzmzt."mz.ﬂ B
Are all f bein: uﬂ H ‘best
aking 'o:n.?m"“ﬁ.. noir vover, u’f?u. mdmom

m all uuah r-lomm m overmanned or
s y M n' any

.umg-sui ble now ntou

is lnp
Ar':i 35:: clniul .grumiz lb&uﬁrt or -thm in India
]
omloyed o pﬁ rﬁ: M m! Ment e usefully
employed !yl ‘any o

1s it possibl e o u.uou S N st
Ehil-: & by ;U‘I” ~Neals Tokens or olher such
to dispense with ] y trained Station lasters and

PO Iy&u of Trsfﬁe' : on 2:: rifvg’ niu?fn to
extract maxi ? er ) .
1led and aﬁ%"‘mn re “go -; and is the
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SECRET

P ERATI ONS&,

Fromi~ G.0.C., Mesopotamia,
Tot= C.I.G.8.
Rereated:- C.G.S., India.

Hapded in:- 8,15 p.m. 1?1/18.
Receivod:- 3,10 p.m. 20/1/1%8.

X.6005,

Am in agreement with Freelsnd's opinion as given in his
telegram of today. A sultable date for commeneing any
cperations in thls country is September 1st and I hope that
the railway scheme decided on will be comploted by that date.
Cwing to the increased number of pc3te I have established on
the Fuphrates and to the fact that effective political omtzer

of the country on both sides of@iﬁ@river is being

established, I do not consider there will be any spprecieble

increase in the number of troops regquired to.ensure safety of
a desert line via Nasiriyah end Musaiyib ass for thia_pamposs.
the garrisons of the river posts will be availabls. ‘

Yy ia it e S And ) a0 Ga IOR/L/MIL/S/788 :ga sl
http://www.qdl.qa/is /archive/81055/vdc_100098484044.0x00000e i il sk iiSa ey s



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100098484044.0x00000e?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

|
!

"I Aaal) ([NUAN) b ghad] Apen g (801 D B Agyaal) A"
(YVE/YY£) [BY V]

ARE?

s ik e oSa md ;1 Ga JOR/L/MIL/S/788 te sal
http://www.qdl.ga/4xz s»l/archive/81055/vdc_100098484044.0x00000f ;i il ki 45€a e (el



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100098484044.0x00000f?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

"I Alaal) [l b ghad] Al g bl N 3 B Agyaal) A
(YV&IY \ 9) [J\ ) /\]

OPERATIONS.

SEOREN

CORRECTION OF TELEGRAM.

Despatched 8.45.a.m. 21/1/18.
From:- Genersl Freeland. Reecelved 9.a.m. 21/1/186.

Tot= ¢c.I.6.8.
rcpeated India and Paghdad.

X B004 . Reforence instructicns cengained in your

01,/226/361 of Octcber 1€th and your 47961 dated Do-ember 14th.
i have established beycnd dcubi necesaity cf thrcugh railway
frcm Basrah to iaghdad, if the requiremexts of force, as fcrecasi
in yeur Instructliens of Decomber 14th are tc be met. The othen
railway must be aligned and censtructed in ﬁgﬁﬁ a8 manuer as Lo
te safe from prelenged interrupticm by floed cr centinued
washeubs by raim, in shert, must be reliable undor all
¢onditions and must be aapablc in additiom of constructionm

or. this standard within time available, that 1s by September

of thie year. After ccusultatiom with rallway authorities
:rg, I have fermed followimg conclusions. -

Faliway alomg Tigris cannot be mado relisble without railsing

wicle of the line frem Amarah to Gaghdad (?)om tank vhich for

8 conaideratle porticm of 1ts length will reach 8 feet in heighi

and will prebably reqguirc censiderable revetment which works
evor if all labcur ané revetting material could be made
avelleble cculd hardly te enrried out in 12 morths, The
wcecssity of bridging river at Amarsh will either restrict
civer traffic or reduece capacity of reilwaw. Gcenstructicn
aaterial fer Amarah Xut El aimerah link must pass over [Fasrah
Ainap and without endengering supply of existing force this
cwinet be deme. Rallway rcutec from Zasrsh via Nasiriyaoh Haf and
@nt El Amarel tc Iaghdad will rceessitate tridges at Nasiziyei
And Kut El Amerah and on this asecunt is opon te game cbiectior
&3 Tigric recute. Hal regicm 18 1little krewn but frem
Hosariyah tc Kut El Amarak: must also be carriad em uigh bank

tc be saefe freow interrupticn by flood.
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Sectlow Kut El Amaral Beghdad cpen tc ebjectiom menticnecn
abeve for Tigris rcute. Would therefore recommernd
-pute alcmg Euphrates fer following reasoxs. Reliable surfane
inm fer greater part of distance cin te found from nec:
WacariyeX along alignment, selected by Germans for throuvgh
ad railwsy snd will follow high greund west exd south
' river, which will be crossed at Musalyib cr pesaibly at
Hindla berage. UThis rcube eifers the only pessibillty of
construsting within time avaeilable a rellable railwey and
eutails cvmployment of censiderably lees labeur Lheun eithor .ol
athew reutes. Thers will be one bridge onily and thal oue of
pomor Gimensicme which will in no way interfere with owr mala
iine ef riveip supkly. freater part of material for construcis
van be carried up Nasiriyeh branch and will net therelore
witl Taoponeity of cxisting llme of supply. Right bank o¥f Tigew
A% Peghdad, wherce beth Semsrra and Fallujeh lines radiate,
will be resched withcut having te crcas the Tigriw, lmpertant
sechomes fer lecal productlom will uecessitate in auy case
rallway from Deghlad te rear ShineZiyeh in unear futuve,
- leavirg a gap cf abcubt 100 milec sasy aligument froa Shinaliged
te lasariyah. Have censulteéd Ueneral Marchal who epproves
oy uy recommerdaticrs end is commuuicating the military point
of view to you. Request therefore thal surly decialom nay be
giver iz ordur that nc time may be lost in comonletiuy detailed

surveys and prepsratioms for the werk of cometruction.

Recemmend further that line should Te metre gauze throughoud

from Basrel to Taghdad owing to difficuliy in obiaining ntaular
gaugs lececomctives and rollang stock bui coneiler it rmest desixuwiia
Le censtruct track with 75 pourd rail and slesndari gauge sleepy

o thst later comversiom to etandeard gauge may bs simplifiec.
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From:- D.G.M.R,

Toim General Freeland, o/o I.G.C. Basre

Desp,19,1,1918, 9.20 p.m,

50523 cipher M.R,2, 4,383, {17)

S
Have noted contents of your cable F,35 January

l4th, - _1’1, efiten {t.,lfa&‘u'")

Copy to:- M.0.2.c. ocoples toi-
D.G.M.R, 3.8,
M.Ril. «G.8,
M.R.2.
M.0.2.8,
M.0.2,¢e,
H.R,3,

.

S e .
QUEQCNORGH
* .4 e« v o .

Q-

Usooruzoua
=

=

il

D.IW,.D,
" India Office.

ia e e s ad ) a0 G JOR/L/MIL/S/788 1o ol
B 3 4o . |
http://www.qdl.qa/is /archive/81055/vdc_100098484044.0x000014 i il ki iiSa e e



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100098484044.0x000014?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

@ "I Aaal) ([NUAN) b ghad] Apen g (801 D B Agyaal) A"
(YVE/YY ) [BVY ]

YV, e e de Sa duad ) 1l B JOR/L/IMIL/S/788 e sl
http://www.qdl.qa/4x ~V/archive/81055/vdc_100098484044.0x000015 :4a<d il ki dgSa e (a ye!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100098484044.0x000015?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

d "I Aaal) ([NUAN) b ghad] Apen g (801 D B Agyaal) A"
(YVE/YYY) [591)]

SECRET

O RRATLON M

Frem:i~ G.0.C., Mesopotamia.
Tot=- C.I14GBe
Kepeated:~ CuaG:S., Indla.

Harpded int- B.15 -p-.m.'ls}/l 18 -
Receivod - 3.10 p.m. 20/1

18&.
X, 60054
Am in agreement with Freel;and"s opinion as given in his

telegrsm of today. A suitable date for commencing any
operations in this country is September 1st and I hope that
+he railway scheme decided tn will be complotcd by that date.
Cwing to the increased number of poats I have established on
the Fuphrates and to the fact t’hat effective political -eontrol
of the country on both sides of I;Is;;-a?ﬁ;'iver is being
established, I do not consider there will be any sppreclable
ineresse in the number of troops required to. ensure safety Of

g desert 1line via Naslriyah and Museiyib as for thia parpose-

the garrisons of the river posts will he availablé.
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C.-in=-2., India.
C.3:0.5.

Handed in  16. 1. 19168, € p.m.
Recelved 20. L. 1918. 6,45 a.m.

®
Reference your telegram 50367 cipher January 18th
and arising out of the directions contained in it we ars of
course anxious to comply with your wishes but I do not understand
how I am to give Fresland the netessary information regarding

Post Dellum railway policy until a definite declaration has been

made by the Cablinet prescribing the general policy which is to
Srorpeloammtn ¥
te adopted after the war as our pollcy inAsnuth Persia.

bl
w

Gl Copy to:-

&

M.0.2.c. Coples to:-
ot B0 10
P sohl
To0s

.

.
QoM

o %
&:-.

DN aHEOOLESD

R0 et B 10 4 B0 B0 RO 40

UmEURbEERUD
=

Yyy ia it e S And ) a0 Ga IOR/L/MIL/S/788 :ga sl
http://www.qdl.qa/is V/archive/81055/vdc_100098484044.0x000018 i il sk iiSa e (s



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100098484044.0x000018?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

@ I "I Aaal) ([NUAN) b ghad] Apen g (801 D B Agyaal) A"
(YVE/YYE) [BIVY]

Yye i ke i Sa dmd ) 18 s JOR/L/MIL/5/788 g sl
http://www.qdl.ga/4x »V/archive/81055/vdc_100098484044.0x000019 :dzai il ki 4i€a e (el



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100098484044.0x000019?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

@. "I Alaal) [l b ghad] Al g bl N 3 B Agyaal) A

(YVE/YYS) [sY VY]

s B W, v o W TG - 8, P T,

Prom 31—~ Cul.G.9, Despatched 11,50 a,m.

Toe i~ C=in-C, India. 18th January, 1918.

60367 cipher 2.D.2. i

Your 3449 al e ‘reeland wes told in para-
graph 6 ¢f his 115 to kaep in view.future peacs
railway policy - Mesopotamia, so far as it could, during
continuance of hostilities, be riade compatible with
military requirenents. I hope therefore that you will

give him all necessary information regarding post-bellun:

railway policy.

C.2. Coplez to : e DilieIs
Lol M.1.2.
D.G.h22,
T
Maile2.a4
SsDs2s origin. D.S,.D.

M.0.2.c. Coples to :
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o m

SECRET"T,

Railways, Bazndad.
TR S NN TS

War Office.

Hended in 1.40 p.m, 16.1,1918.
Received 4 a.m. 17.1.1818.

Progreas report for weck endinz Janw ry 12th.

Trafflc over all lincs was affccted owiny to new
ranks settling, washouts and flooding oaused by wet woeather.

Repairs nave becn affected and steps taken towards
preventing further damaze.

3b Midra

Hinaidl Brqubah norrow jouge nas been dismantled
up to mile 1&%, Hineildi Baqubah matre gauge. 2 piers of
Marshalls Bridge at Bagubih over Dialna have been under cut by
river end bridge rendercd unsafe for normal traffic. Strenuous
efforts belns made to ropalr domage. Meanvnile traffic being
nand shunted in nerrovy gauss trucks over bridge.

o Pl a

Musseyib cxtension. Equivalent of 12 miles
fermation cempleted. i
10 Madre

FTallujan Dnihban extension. Equivalent 2 miles
formation finished.

Shippinz; at Basran. RISALDAR SCOTTIER. KAEUKIBG
completed discharsing pormanent way materioal and standard gauge
arbulance stocl, BRAUNFELS and MONADNOCK now discharging
rolling stock. Track material miscellanecus atores.

Copy to :- Army Council.

M.R.1l.
M.R.2.

M.0.2 a.
P.B.T.
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1= (General Freelend, Basrs.
T T———

D,G.M.R.
14th Jarnuary, 1918,

14th Januery, 191B.

Have now had »pportunity of obtaining view of General
.shall on both present snd prospective military situation.

Have algo received detnils of tonnage of différent
commodities at railhead end ot advenced base, Defore being
uged for a final calculation these figures require consideration
and discussion. v

Have been (2 ﬁ;i;i[ omitted) of proposal for a local
production sf grain and fedder but it is hardly possible that
fuil benefit will be felt this year..

. Agricultural scheme to relieve rsilway transport in India

ag well as shipping between Indian port and Basra and also
rail and river transport and port here.

Have bLeen informed of work in progress and in pruspect
for prcotection ageinst abnormal floods in Euphretes and Tigris
and shall go further inty question as being one of vital
impourtance tov railway mors particularly.

Seklawla dam has been repaired and is being extended
northward,

Understand from Fresident of Reilway Board that Government
of India has forrilated no post-bellum rallway gauge policy
for Mesvpotamia and have not yet obtain(ed) tona-fide definite
pronouncement on. the subject from General Staff Indis,

Traneportetion situstion between Baghdad and Kut has recently

owing tc restriction on navigation eonsequent upon very low

river end simultonesusly unreliasbility (sic) of raillwuy due

to winter rain, podsed shrough a most difficult stage.
Rrdlyay in this scetion has fulfilled purpos¢ for rhich

constructed but these rains bring about swampy conditions

in
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2a
in certain depressions and thus cause interruption to the
p~urface line which could not in the time available be 1ifted
bellasted or drained,

Rallway on this section has etill to be tested during
flood season when everything depends on adequate protective
Wwork,

Port of Bombay and system of utilization of shipping
therc has been examined with result that arrangements in that
port for utilizetion of shipping must be considered satisfactory

On the other (group omitted) working at Karachi is
ccpoble of improvement, As regsrds working port of Basrah
and Fahrumar which is now in process of being completed a

recomrendation will be submitted latnj/tut in meantime at

Sfohmulalion
I.G.C's. request am (Zrour UmLttEd? detailed proposal for

formation of u dock dircctorate and for improvement in
working,

#ith I.G.C., Director +f Reilway, and Director of
Inlend Water Transport, am now discusging best meeans of
combining rail and river transport to meot present and future
requirements with special consideration to river conditions
at different times of the year,

To-day =m proceeding Baghdad for further consideration
end discussion of whole subject.

Expect to see General Marshall on 17th or 18th January
and discuss with him question of railway route tariff (1
group undecipherable) whole subject including port. Indian
Commission are now investigating resources of India in mattep
of transport personnel and material and about January 2let
will arrive this country for purpose of local investigation

and compilation of report.
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3
Do not expect complete all enquiry as well as report
Tor Government of India till after February 15th, Ends,
Please send an acknewledgment to communications Basrah,
Addressed to I.G.C., Basrah any request for repetition
in event of mutilation,
Cs2s Copies to := D.G.M.R.
M.Rails
M.R.2,
M,0.2,4a,

H.042.c,
M.R.3,

M.0.2.c. Copies to :- C.I1.G.8, (2)

India Office,
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n G., India.
To:= G.I.G.S.
Hended in at 9.50 p.m. 14.1.18.
Received at 5 a.m. 15 ,1. 18.
@
Pigase sec D.G H.R's 49847 Jan 1ith which sasms %o
raise gu=sticn= heyond your instructions to Free and.

| —————
I should like to know what are your wishes in ihe matter.

e TeBate Geples to:~

Calealialie aiale Indda offiee.
Jele lelale “elefe

iy el Tlalle lelle

lelele Hellele

aCeBente Valla atie
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121./3/162
From:= D.G.M.R.
To:—~ General Freeland,
¢/0 1.G.C., Basrs,
Repoated C.in C., India,

Despateahed 9,40 pemM,
11th January, 1918,

v peferenes Lo your request to be advised on

12y to me adopted post bellum in Mesopotamla

—

and Sonthern Persla. 1t is proposed to awalt your report
before War Offies ralve question offleially again with
Poraign Jffice and Indiz Offiece as 1t will presumably
take into account viaws of Goneral Staff in India.' You
w11l doubtless aseartain views of Sir Perey Cox, Civil
Commisaion on thiez aspect of question.
iddrassed General freeland, Pasra, repeated

C.in C., Indla.
C.2. Coples to:~ D,C.1,.G.8. D.M.O.

D.G.M,R. M,0,.2,.a

M,R.1 M.0.2.8

M.,R.2.a., ~ origin.

M.0.2.0. Oopiss to:- (830 S 1.0
M.C.2 D.M.
I

JMUI.
D.5.D. M.I.2
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SECRET.

[OrerATIONS.]

From General Officer C ding, Mesopotamia, to C der-in-Chief, India.

Handed in 10th January, 1918, 6.10 p.m.
(No. X 5820.) (Received 11th, 7 a.m.)

6 pm. No change in situation. Bridga over Diala expected to be open for
traffic in 5 days.

ReFea.tad to Chief of the Imperial General Staff and General Officer Commanding-
in-Chief,

Egypt.

(B14/348) 60 1/18 H&S Gill-2wo
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Fpom: - D. of Rellways - Baghdad, Despatched 1,20 p.Ma 8eloelBe
To:~ War Gffilce., Raceived 0.30 a.ms 9.1.18,

fopeated Ter Sechion — Delhi and I.G.C. ~ Basra.;

X.5751. Bth,

Proscess roport for waek ending Jan.Sth, narrovw gauge. 16
T e Zua & sl

milos HINAIDI BAQUSAH line dismantled. e

DALTAWAH 4 miles of eartn work extenslon completed.

Tlas
9 d,
Motre gauge. On BASEAT QURNAH line turough running over

CARMAT ALI toidge introduced.

Standard geoges At FALLUJAH Suvoply and Ordnance sldings

"";‘P Lions
: ﬁ'é;noa‘ W 33AT ertension in hand.

Shipping. \ 10 el peead 9 ?mﬂbﬂ:ﬂi\ 7z

4 oomp:.cmd;,

On Jen.5th. Risalder completed discharge of rolling stock,
SAIDAKCN and CEZNGITALIAU completed discharge of permanent
way on Jan.4th. CH-NXICNG complcted discnarging.
MOWADONX not yet placed for unloading.

KAMUNING now discharging.

C.2, (coples to:- A.C.
M.Rels
M.R.2.
M.C,.2a.
S.R.1l.
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Trom: G«.0.Cs, llesopotamia.
To. 3 Negx Ot‘-‘fice.
Handed in at 1.50 p.m. 8.1.18.
Received at 11.35 pem. 8.1.18.
X.5753./@
Your 49304 -.of 4th.
These establishuments were sancticned here provisionally on
Sept. 3rd in order to increase the effiecient working ef
I..+«Ts and have proved their value.
Suggest your approval await result of Freeland Comaission

vihich is now enquiring into econounical working on L. of Ce

C.2+ Copies to: He0«2scs Coples to:
DeSeDe DeCalaGaiBe
SeDs2. : We0+2.

S5«Ds24be Da0s
S.De2.a. A.Gel.

M«Ra 3. India Office.
lieOe2acCe

He Qs 2480
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SECREZ®T,
From :- G.0.C. Baghdad,

To ;= war Office. Despatched 3,40 p.m. 7.1.18.
Received 3.35 p.m, 8,1,18,

Addressed War Qffice - repeated India.

X.5759, Jan,Tth, With reference to your 4B996 Dec,30th,
In my predecessor's teolepram X,378G dated Sept. 24th last

he recommendsd that twc of the mule columns, or the equivalent
of 6 ford van companies, be utilized as reserve park to build
up reserve supplies in forward magazines and to take the place
of iechanical Transport on bad roads in wet weather, and that
500 carts with their mules should be retained in reserve to
replace wastage and condemnations thus effecting a reduction

of demands on India and economy in shipping., I strongly
endorse my predecessor's recommendations owing to the following
factors.

lst., Our liabilities as regards distance over which supplies
of stores and ammunition have to be transported have been
considerably extended and the lack of any reserve of transport
has compelled me to authorise the rooling of &ll second line
transport in the corps conducting the operations in order to
enable the troops in the forward lines to be supplied thus
limiting the depots force available,

Secondly the necessity for keeping the Kerman Shah road open

has demanded the cccupation of Sceri Shirin and the establishment
of pools betwecn these towns to protect convoys of supplies

golng iorward to both British and Russian Troops, The distance
from my previous advance post at Khanikin to .ermanshah is

125 miles.

Thirdly the development of local resources entails the collection
at central depots in the Euphrates valley and elsewhere of large
quantities of grain and fodder for which transport by road must
be provided in -cases where no railway facilitles exist.

Fourthly the recent rains have caused several serious washouts
in my railways which wer: laid at great speed to supplement
shipping and to facilitate our originel forward of fensive Policy.
Rivers in the forward ares have been flooded =nd bridges washéd
asay and my existing transport is now strained to the utmost.

I trust the reduction of animal transport will be held in
ebeyance until the end of Hay for the above reasons when the
matter could receive further consideration with the subsidence of
the flood of waters,

C.2, Coples to 1= D.C.I.G.3,. EaDalaty BB Ty
D.M.Q. S.D.2,0b, GolaGa 3,
M.0.8, A.G.l, G.HiGads
Ly TRy o g M.0,2.C. S.R.1,
Dosals Qobia G, B8.D.2.
r.1,
H.0.84e, Coples to 1= Cul.0G.E.
boalinGabe
1.0,
B
e e ———— P it =
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g e
121/Inlend Watcr Trensport/413:)S.D.2.)
™~ From ;- ur Office.
To := G,H,C., Mosopotemia,

Dospatchod 4,55 pane
4a1-10,
49304 ciphor, é.L‘f.
Reforence wour lottor No.0/1235/23/187 deted l0th
August 1917, #irc ploasc if sanction Yor War Estasblishments
for Inlund Watcr Transport Unite as submitted is ctill

reguired.

6:Bv Coplus Foiss li.0.2,cy Coples tn :-
D.C.I.G.S.
M.0.2.
PiDs
A.Gy1,
India Officc.
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Fromt=- General Frecland, Basr.h.
Toi= ¢.I.G.S. and D.G.M.R.
F.28, Jumuury bth, /@
' Continuating my telegrcm No.FL4 December 23rd.
> The Goverrment of India etill Iinsists that all membersm of iheir
eomaiesicn should come over Lo thia country aad soadust
erquiry into economy in employment of material and personuel.
As n mouth hus elapsed during which members have been
snguged in collecting informatiom as to Indian resources; and as
ry missior 1s well on the way tu obtain exacd knowledge of require=-
rents here, I have not mode sny objection to Incian commission coming
aver on Junuary 15ik. Hope to prevent unnecessuary over-lapping

end duplication of enquixy under the circumstunces.

EabeBace Capias %aie

Celatlelds
T

NOTE -~ F.l4 cannot be traced in War Office.

 ———— - > : - e .
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126,
SECRET, g

[OPERATIONS.]
From G ! Officer C ding, Mesopotamia, to Chief of General Staff, India.

Handed in 2nd January, 1918, 6.40 p.m.
{No. X 5656.) (Received 3rd, 10.45 a.m.)
6 pm. Yesterday through traffic from Basra to Amarah commenced. Situation

unchanged.
Repeated to Chief of the Imperial General Staff and General Officer Commanding-

in-Chief, Egypt.

(B14/348) 60 1/18 HAS 54ll-2wo

'L\“"'—*-‘—L&_,_ﬂ_\g i
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we, Frem  Lirectcr of Rallways, Baghdad.
s o
To Har Office.
Repeated India end 1.G.C., Basra.
Handsd in 7.30 p.m. 1-1-18.

Received 2.30 pom. 2-1-18.
P

Pollowing 1s progress report up toc and jncluding

29th December. Narrow gauge Abu Jisra ibu Saida—3§ stcées

Eranch completed and earthwork commenced on Deltiawah
36 Miden

extension. 10 miles Hanaidi' Bagubsh dismantling

10§ wudea
completed, Metre genge Kul el Amarah Baghdad portions

of main line damaged by rain have been ropaired ond 1ifu-

ing in progress. On 26th December first train crossed
BT ST  FRN
the Quarmat All bridge on tihe Basrah - Qurnsh line:
e —————
Regular tkhrough traffic will not be staried till
raising and lowering gear is complete. Stendard pgauge.
Fallujah etation yard completed. Earthwork {1 group

uids eipherable) in hand on extension from Fallujeh
—

~
towards Lasklbban,

Shipping. Folloeing steamships srrived in port
tut not yst diachai‘ging: Risaldar Sandakon dMonadonek
Kamunning Chiklang Varturm. Arrived and now dlscharg-

ing Divawongaee completsd discharging.

C2 coples to: }

Army Council.
M.0.2.a.
M.R.1.

b R.Bs

D.5.T.

X0 mtles T :._Fe,\_.edég_.._;:.a,&
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H To be printed. Copies to :-
s o Mily.Members. D.D.G.M.A.
: :G:S. M.I.1. M,S. D.A1r O.
M.I.2. D.8.I.

M.I.2:b. M.0.2.48,(5)
F de M,0.2.,¢.(15)
g?é.Fagal - M. I.2.b.

D.,G.M.R.
D.Mov,

B B C.RE %

AN N IR TP . N oy I8 (A

Fron!\:- G. O. Q. - Mosopatania,.

Despatched B pume 23,12,17.
Totd{ C. in 0. - Indla. Recelved

5,45 a.m.27.18,17.
Repeated C,I.C.S8. & G.H.Q. Bgypt.

X45543 ~ 6 pome
Sicuatlon vicnangsd. Branch narrow ganza veilway from

Atu Jisra on Baqubsh Shaarabon ral.way and 8 miles south
&
weat of Bharoban, to Alu Salda on the River Malha 4 miles

north west of Abu Jisra has bem.conplammupamq to

traffic. g 2
Nty
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G.0.C. Mesopotamla.

War Office; repeatcd G.in 8, India and.I.G.

~

Handed in 8.45 p.m. 24.12.,1617.

Rogeived €.30 z.m. 26,12.1917.

¥.5521. Ducenmber 24th.
Folliowing is rrogress report for week ending December 22nd
inecluasive. T T =
Basra-Qurnah Rallwuy. Reils linked chrough from Basra to
S P A A I
Qurnah. Gurmat Ali EBuphrates bridge not yet completed. Kut-cl-
0§ Pudia , B
Amarah Bnghdad metre gauge railway. Owing to flooding of line caused

by rains regular running of tralns durlng week has been interrupted.

s
Baqubah\Shuhraban narro¥ goauge. Forms tion and culverts

Abu Jisra Abu Salds branch complete. 4 miles linked leaving 1 mile
to complete.

drenad= 17 Matrn

Bagubah D@ltswah narrow gauge extension. Survey of this

e e ———————

Local to Dalt;*agah_iompleted.
]

Baghdad Fallujah standard gaw é. Formatlion and linking

T ————
complete to Falliyoh miles 36 and line opened t0 troffiz on @.

P
Extension to Dhibban being located.

Shipping at Basra. During weck 5 vessels namss FAUSANG,
MARGARET HANNAY. TPAI'HCI, HAIYING gnd FOOSHAFG ccmpleted discharging
track, material and miscellaneous stores.

c.2. Copy t2 := Army Council.
M.0.2 a.
M.R.Y.

H.R.2.
D.5:T.

R 10 aides weal 4 3 athingo
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General Freeland; Baar

1.I.3.89, Repeated I

Hended in 7 p.ue 23.12..517.
Roceived C a.m. 25,i2.1917.
'f—.‘.

¥o.Fl4 December 25pd. S IVal

/

Kindly refer to my instructions and tolegram &742¢

from India.

Was informed on arrivel in Indias Sovernment of

appointed sepgrate civilisn commission with myself as chairmam to
roport on "Orgonlzetion and administration of the rullwajs end
river transrort' in Mesopotamia, although Wer €£fics hod alresdy
allot ted this task to my m®dicn.

Aprarently action of Government of India 1s primerily bosed
cr misundorstending, owing tc Wer ©ffice not having advised them
that I was seoompanledityy erpert ateff end becsuse War Gffica made
ne cmeent sn words "Commissicn on transportation” 1n tel

©Ev€ frem India which implied Indian commissfon, of whieh I wss to
e obplrman, Was tc investigute not only personnel situstion but
whole tracspartatizn. ™ effect umalgomation %Hotwoen the twd -
commlsslons; ensure on main points at fesue mest rapld dscisions;

avold dupliestd-n and unnacessery investigalion and to cive effect

to War 0ffiee intention thst personncl snd msin transportation report

sheuld ke seperate, I sugrmested te Cuin O. Iwmdie gt Lelhi that
sipce T hsd fully guelified military staff with me

l. The Indlen commiesion should procecd to exsmine the
rogources of perscnnel and matorisl in T

2, '"™at there should gocompeny me tc Mescpotiomia one momter
e Irdian commission who should exemine utilizsiion of labor and
maoterial on tha srot, and

3. 8B many o he 1 oammlsg recessary should join
me in Mesepétemis ond draw rog o 1 Goveramont as soon au

(1) wos complote. uplication and

for

Yoq
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A 4

fir my own eerly return to France, C.in Q. Ivdie concurrcd and

inastructioas ware issued aocordingly plecing members of the Ind<r:

s F n P - Y
Commission "ot my dispoeal”. At Bomboy 2 days later I »e

egervaed

telogrem from Army Hesdquarters staticg railway Boasrd eiock

exception to revised instructions, stating that tnerseby "righ

no.

individugls” in Indicn Commission were rogtr

glterations whlal @3 longer laft mem

Insisted that s11 should go to Mssor

that I was not able tc

sgred to this changs which woul

1y under the circumstsnces result in subsc

unnecesgary overlapping of

ut will advise you further devslepmeants. £m gending Ly pos’

full partiomlar

5.
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From” ;- Railwaxa. Baghdad,
: ; , i AE
Te:- Var offioge, hepeatead Lelhi, and Easra,

Despatehed 17.12.17.

hecelvod at 1 Pam, - 18,12,17.

KEESBB'(thg' Repert of progross for week oanding Deor 15th,

Rasrah-Qurnah Railway. 3 miloas linked from Nehr Umar towards
e i_ﬁifw—m,.w._ﬂ-...ug qiwwnb

Zasran. 11 milas 8t111 unlinksd, Bagdad - Fallujah extonsion
standard guage. Completaly linkod up to mile 30, All labour
concontrated on complation of former frem mile 30 to

Fallujah mile 36; by Docomber Sotq;ine Wlll be linked through

o NMubia(Slordard)
to Fallujan. Bagdad - iusaiyidb extensicn etandard guags.

Former complote milg 1g%. At mile 33 sarthworks oen former aluc
25 Mt (1"

Etarted. Baqubahlshahrcban narrow guago. Branch line frem
.*'

*Abu Jlera te Abusaida 5 miles long started. . Former 1 mile
completu, aqubash Deltawa Tuwair narrow guage. Survey in
progress. Shipping dlscharges Basranh. TFollowing 6 vessels
o Deprinio, Scottiar, Kajang, Kamunning, Sandakan and Phanang,
completed discharging railway material,

Following 2 Vessele now disgharaging Faussng and Fooehing,
Following 3 vessels Tees, Fapertrhot, Halyang, and dargaret

Hannay have arrived in port,

Coples to :-
Army Codngil,

J.2.A.

A.D.G.MWR.

® Qlowt 32 Madio N of Bonra

X Ofot 10 MQ_—MMw i Q

5 Pater NW. Obon Joora Groersn i Rrata

. a ,,fw.......N.u. Bectoien adeorh 17 Tities Ll
yﬁ e-n_,mv“‘i"":"\-
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From:= C.in @,India. Despatched 1221217 10.0.p.m.
Po:- C,1.0.8. Received 13/12/17. 6.20 a.m.
842%&.

Freeland with his staff have arrived in India. He reported
himself yesterday and handed me a copy of your instructions
nueber 0.1=126=361 duated October 18th. Promusably he will report

. to you direct upon the items enumbrated in paragraph 1 of your
orders and will also report direct to the Government of India as
Chairman of the comsittee referred to in paragraph 7 of your
orders.

2.  Regarding number of divisions mentioned in paragraph 6 of
your orders, do they include cavalry divisions or are the latter
to be estimated in a proportion comsensurate and in addition to
the increased size announced which we presume have not since been
altered. Freeland leaves here to-morrow and eubarks londay.

.0.2.0. Copies to:-
Coltl.3. H.0.2.8. D,8.D.
D.CI.Ge3a  D.G.UE.R,

D0, HeSa

N.0.2. 1.0.
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To teBudn Ouy heHbey India.
F™m C.I.G.8., War Office.

Despatehed at 8.1¢ p.m.
14.12,17.

47961 cipher.

Ycur 84221 of 12th December.

Plsace cenvey to Freeland fellewing :- Begins -
Reference paragraph 1 of your instrueticna you will furnish
cepy te Commander -in- Chicf India reperting dircet to me.
Refcrence paragraph 7, wou will report dircet to Government

of Indla, furnishing ccpy to me.

Reference paragraph §, develepments in the Turkish theatre

of operuticvns, together witih the knowledge that the enomy's
rujilway system has not made the precress antieipated, render
necessary a revision ef the sizc of the forees forming the
basis of ycur enquirks .
Your roport should te basecd therefors cn the alternative
assumptions
(A) Cne Cavalry and seven Infantry diviciaons.
(b) ene Cavalry and oleven infentry divisions,
It may be assumed that during 1615 1t will rot %a

neceessary to provide fer the feoree asg at (B) ateve.

M.0+2,c, Copies to;

CaleGaB.
DuCuI G4B,
Dull.0,
M.0.2,
N.0.24a,
D.G.K.R,
D.8.D.

u.a -

India Office,
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Handed in 1.45.p.m. 11/12/17.
Reecelved 3.3B.u.m. 12/12/17.
Fagm:=- Reilw.ys, B.rhdrd.

Tet- War 0ffierec,.
‘8 repeated Var Se~ticn, Delhi.

X.6267. Dercmbar 1llth.
Pregress repert up tc Decembur 8Sth.
4% madsa =Bograh-Qurnah Ruilwuy. Nc linking during week. Suffi~ient L
pcrmanent way has new toon reeccived te ncmplete Bosrah Nohr Umr,-ﬁﬁ::J%

sbpaaden - Hanaidi-Bugqubah metrp gauge conversion. Linking completed to

Bagqubah road station on left bank of Dialha and metre-gauge
transhipment tc narrew pauge transferrcd te Bugurch reod station.
Earthworkes und linking of sldings in Buqubeh road statienm in hani.
HunnidiﬁE&fuigﬂE‘g;rggﬂ g;gga. Dismantling und piecking up

matorinl Henuidl cnd started. Materinl will be nollected and

A
sorted ready fcr use on the Abu Jisrah abw Sai(?)da(?)h branch

route Baqubab i Daltawaégéxtsnsicn.-— 10 raaden
primds —— Fallujoh stindird gauge extension. Fermation complete
to mile EB%gserticn with heaviost curth werk hus been romplotod
so progress will now be fust.ur. Linking frem mile 2E reccmmenced
on 9th und should b rcmplete te mile 30 by December 12th.
yopudes = Musalylb standard gauge cxtensiom. Ne preogress embunkment

; romplete te milc 10.

Shirping disehurgcs ot Bospuhe - Thessulin, Bubadar,

; ﬁingsaxg and Hingpo complete (?ed). Discharping pormencnt woy
material, stores and timber. Hunnie with 3 stondard gauge
loeemetives and Secttior. Kejang, Sandakan wnd Kamuning with
permanent way materiel are now dlscharging. Phranaug and Fausar:
erriveod in pert with permansnt way motsrial but net ver placed
fcr discharging.

C.2. Copizs tc:- AR#?-COUNCIL
M.0.2A
M.R.1
M.R.Q
Pt
K AGH Wik NEv Biaxusan

Z 10 NW g Rakvesn
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SECRET,

[OPERATIONS.]

From General Officer Commanding-in-Chicf, EEW."; to Chief of the Imperial
i General Staff.

Handed in 3rd December, 1917, 2.45 a.m.
(No. E.A. 571.) (Received 4th, 7 a.m.)
Evening report, 22.15. Situation is generally unchanged. Fighting occurred
round Beit %r Ei)Ka last night and during the day. 229th Infantry Brigade took
some prisoners in this neighbourhood where positions on both sides ‘are unchanged.
On left, 161st Brigade raided a small Turkish post on south Auja killing the garrison.
Royal Flying Corps carried out bombing raids on Tul Keram last night at 20 minutes
interval throughout hours of moonlight ; nearly 2 tons bombs dropped on railway
station, camps, depéts and aerodrome. ‘I'wenty hits on aerodrome. To-day recon-
naissance shows railway line damaged and camps now much scattered. Standard gauge
station will open at Mejdel, 8th December, for reinforcements,

Repeated to General Headquarters, British Forces, Salonika,

14y mides W N E (7 gwén_ .7&‘ R / Ve

Teakiih tuin brto bir. Crivended .

(Bid/248) 50 13/17 H&S 5316-8wo m

YV
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