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About this record

The file, marked secret, contains correspondence and notes regarding rail and river transportation for the
Mesopotamian campaign during the First World War. The papers cover a number of matters, including:

• Strategic considerations of the use of rail and river communications

• Supply of railway materials, rolling stock, and personnel to Mesopotamia [Iraq] from
India, other parts of the British Empire, and allied territories

• Problems with unloading and shipping congestion at Basra

• Progress of railway construction, including weekly reports from the General Officer
Commanding or Director of Railways to the War Office, starting from August 1917

• Capacity estimates (for troops, food, ammunition, and materials) and efforts to increase
it

• Complaints of shortages of railway stock and personnel in India due to the demand in
Mesopotamia

• Preparations for a commission, led by Sir Henry Francis Edward Freeland, to be sent to
review rail and river transportation in Mesopotamia

• Questions of flooding and damming of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers.

Correspondents include: the Commander-in-Chief, India; the Chief of the Imperial General Staff; the General
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Officer Commanding, Mesopotamia; the War Office; the Director of Railways, Mesopotamia; the War Section, Army
Department, Government of India; and Major General Sir Henry Francis Edward Freeland.
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