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Hppopotamin Elue Bogk.

1 pubniy for ths erders of tha B of 8 a proof
eff the propesed Farliassntary Psper on the Mapo-
potamis operotions,together with poten by Mr Shmek-

uws points of

turgh md Col Straghay on the War
dirfioulty that arise.

ham My Chemberlaim has given his mling on these
or any ether podnte, esdited sopies of the mpars

aight be sent to Lord [ardinge,Lozd Crews,the F.Q
o0, md Mmiralty for thelr scmourrencs. Thare
are pleaty of epare procfe for this purpose. hen

thair ocmgurrence ha- besn obisined, the form of

tha Hius Book will be prastioally metiled, and
the neossphry parsphrasing oan be taken in hand
at ones with & visw to the sarly publisatiom of
tha papare.

1 yenturs to sdd that & further study of these
papara only serves o strengthes By opinion that

sublicatien of many of them im not in the pub-

1ie imterest.
The quention of what, if sy, communientica

should bs mafe to the Sovt of Iadia on the subject

will as doubt be alec scnsidered.
1 pes mo objest in publishing items 1 - & an they

hawe olready appeared in the "hite Fapexr " lipoal-

1ansous So 18 [1914) and the ecllestiom 1f publishe,

wuld be gin with No B,

I sas B0 renson for the omissions supsestesd by WNr

fhuokburgh in Ne § and

btful about 4

-‘ e — Y in ¥o 11. _"_,_
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No 12 might be omitted: it is neither exclusively
nor mainly concerned with the Mesopotamian prob-
lem. No 14 on the contrary should be included
though already published. No 18 might be omitted.
It is for consideration whether the published
telegrams 19 - 43 should be included. Some of them
may help to mske the story complete but many are
in part or in toto irrelevant. Telegram 41 - 61
complete Part I but it is for comsideration whe-
ther it is worth while giving Nos 56 and 57. Their
contents have already appeared in published 'des-
pateches'.
I suggest that for purposes of reference and for
Departmental convenience it would be as well to
adhere to the divisions I adopted in my Memoran-
dum viz to issue the whole in four parts.
Part I takes us up to the occupation of Basra and
this might be issued at onoe,as it clears the
ground. No one has ever disputed the wisdom of
going to Basra, and no controversial question is
involved . If we can threw this to the wolves as
a first instalment it will give a respite for the
preparation of the rest of the pppers, the para-
phrasing of which will take some time. I submit
that it is tactiwelly expedient to iscue some-
thing as soon as possible. It will humour the ra-
ening wolves, and so far at all events the Govt
are on firm ground and can defy the erities. The 2
same may be said of Part II which takes us up to %l
the Shaiba battles and the succeseion of Sir A.
Barrett by Sir J.Nixon,but I will not delay these
repers by reviewing Part II,

20-5-16
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MINUTE. ___1_?_1___
-~ Paraphrased telegrams for Blue Boock.

Sir E.Barrow,
Herewith the following:-

1 . Collection of telegrams &c¢ unparaphrased but

in type and marked by Mr Shmekburgh with notes to

show the portioms to be paraphrased by V.0,Admiralyy,
F.0,and Political Dept.Also those portions whieh do not

require paraphrasing heving already been done or

not being telegraphie.

It is understood that the above e¢ollection repre-

sents the telegrams approved for publieation prior

to the despateh of the file to W.O0.,Admiralty and

F.0.

2. Paraphrases of certain Political Dept telegrams

sent by Mr Shuckburgh to Col lMunn.

3. Paraphrased collection of above colection as done

in the India Office (Military Dept):-

::: %25 31§v§’b§°§o§t§:§¥§.’ /m—?@f?— =T ,;,T _.Hf' 1

Nog 176 - 242 by Collumm fsT)

4, Duplicates of part of No 3.

?q m”::?;, %

(Form 16.)

19426, 1, 1192, 2000.— 9/1915,

'*(\
D ]
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i ' Prom Viceroy. To Secretary of State for India.

<

Dated June lst . 1915.
‘ With reference to your telegram of May 12th; General
! Kembell says that the telegram of Oct 2rd from Townshend
| -~ to Major General Genersl Staff, Force "B", referred to
Townshends own proposal to continue the pursuit of the
enemy at Aziziyeh and with the 18th brigade of his
division, to sdvance asgainet Suliman Pak and there fo
attack the enemy's extreme left and was in no way a
protest against the orders to advance towards Baghlad‘.
On receiving the asercoplane report t¢o which he alluded
in the telegram referred to which was repeated te you
in my telegram of April 8th 1916, he abandoned that
uul.

The only troops Townshend had with him at this
time were less than 2 regiments of Indien cavalry,
one field battery and the 18th infantry 'brigdt-.
The rest of the cavalry brigade and the Royal Field
Artillery hed not yet arrived at Kut and the 7th and
16th brigades of hie division , one howitzer battery and
two Field Batteries had been left at K‘nt-ol-.umra;
Vhen Townshend eventually advance’! to Ctesiphon six
weeks later he hed with him hi own divieion completed
by draefts and elso the 30th brigsde of Gorringe's
division and g cavalry brigade 1l.ol. three Indian cavalry

regimente end & battery of Royal Horse Artillery.

That is to say Just two Brigades short of two divisions
aforce which he stated he would be satisfied in his
toiogru; Eo,il.ol.gononl Eemball & furthers says

that he is is aware that Townshend and every one else
would have wished they had more But Gensrsl Townshend
knew that this was the largest force that Nizon could
let him have and to Yembell's knowledge Townshend raised
no objections to edvencing with that force nor did he
make the other statemente as has been allaged referring

i to those by whom the advance was demanded.
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If he considered that his juigement was being hamper=
-8d in eny way, Townshend was not &t all averse to
agserting himself.
& Ceneral EKerball hae prepared thie statement after
referring to hie private dlary which he kept at the

time these events were hapening, If it be so desired

we cen telegraph relevant extracts.
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" Ag 1t appesrs that owing to difficulties of navigation, there
is now 1ittle chence of overtaking and bresking up the retreat-
-ing Turke, there is no object in pursuing them any further
and so under these circumstancee I shall be glad to learn what
are lilxon's present intentions. Subject to what may ocour
in Bag_lu: and elsevhere and to any proposal you may Now recome
-mend, the orders which my telegrame of April 24th and August
6th conveyed to you are still in forece, Kindly eend me by
telegrem an estimate of what you consider to be the present

etrength in Mesopotemia of the smemy.

No 181,

By moving troops with lend tramsport and by lightening river
stesmers end uebng them as tugs for loaded barges we have got
ovar troubles of navigation.,..... Turk's retreat appears to
heve stopped and they have teken up a position et Ctesiphon
end ere thus & menace to this force. I have received infor-
-mation that the Turks « nsidered the position at XZut-el-Amard
impregnsble and o their troops, especis@ly those recruited
locally, ere much demorslized by their defeat there,
Nur-ed-Din's foree is now so close to Bagdad end as those of
his troops who are near their homes will probably want to
desert, %okt he will find difficulty in making e determined
gtend, Therefore my opinion is that, as soon s the concen=-
-tmation at Asiziyah of the 6th Divn is completed and the
cavalry hes been reinforce’ by drefts now en route from Pasra
there ie every chance of overtaking the Turks at Ctesiphon
and smaghing them. On the comtrary, should we retire to
fut-ol-inera from Asisiyshthe tribes end the emmmy will egein
sdvance on Kuteel-imara as they will put their own comstruc-
-tion on our movement. sssssssesss These tribes mow look omn
us ae resistless and have been agein arriving from everywhere
to submit their sllegience, If however we fall back they will
probably repeat their provious behaviour.

My opinion is that having befors ue an enemy shaken

o by defeat who ie short of ammunition end hes lost 13 guns,

e ——————————————

Yo
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i1t 12 obviously desirsble to finish him while the opponmty
is present for militaty reasons. I have hopes of mlhlhﬁnﬂ

him now that he has taken refuge in a posétion kpaiknst whieh

we can manoeuvre, I do not see any reason which would

M

warrant our not taking sdvantage of such a chance. Bqdu}
from the military standpoint , ie the principal Junoction in ¢
the enemy's line of advence and a centes fro.m which he
‘ obtains large supplies, which it is vitelly importent for ue
to wrest from him end this is a reason for ite occupation
in sddition to the political effect that would be caused
thereby.
lo. 188..
" Please inform me, with referemce to my proposel to open the
* roed to Bagdad by snother attack on the Turkse, if, in order
thet I mey consolidate my position there, another division ie
to be sent from France to reinforce em¢. Should I subsequen~
-tly be compelled , owing to want of reinforcements, o withe
«draw down the river from Pagded, the effect of ite occupation
would be more than nuniﬂod‘. I ghould like to be informed
of the Fuseien operatione in the direction of Van, Has the
Fuesien progress there been sufficient to mensce the route
from Asia Minot vie the upper Tigrie? seeecesss
We are of opinion, taking into consideration the present
conditioms in the Dardanelles and in the Balkans, the
sctivities of the Cermans in Persia end the edditionel pressurg
on Afghanisten, that such an effect would be caused in the
near Zast by the taking of Dagded and such grest stirtegical
and political edvantsges present themeelves thereby, that
thie operation is Justified on these grounds but the addition
of at least another division is necessary to carry them out.
If this divieion is not forthcoming then Kut-el-Amara ie the
forwerd 1limit to which we propose to restrict Nixon,
No, 183,
Hixon has been org'l‘rod not to edvance any further, this wae ‘
| telegrephed to him yesterday. Thie is the situation at presenl
With the troops he mow has, lizon could take Pagdad without

Ll =
e —

e ———————

VY
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much diffieulty, cepturing end destroying enemy river craft
at the seme time, by which mesne Turkish offensive down the
| river, in the near future, would be rendered practically
impoecible . Heverthelese, unless he received reinforcements
of one divieion, he would not be able to maintain himself
there, exposed to sttack by fresh troops from Alerpo or Mosul,
To go to Bagded snd subsequently to have to withdraw through
pressure from the ememy, would be & very great politicel
mistake. Under these circumstances he mmat stay at Eut-el-Amars
unless reinforcemente can be sent him to Mesopotemis from
somewhere else than India, At the ssme time, the fall of Bagdad
would have & very great political effesd in the middle Rast,
and would to some extent belance the unfavourable impression which
our lack of succese in Gallipoli has crested.
Lo, 184
Oet 8th, 1915, From Secry of State for Inmdie tp Generel Nizon,
NMA what additio n to your present force will s= eneble you to
oceupy end hold Pagdsd? telegraph direct end repest to Indias,
Ko, 185,
Oct 8th, 1915, From Secry of State for Indie tb Viceroy.
Ky telegrem to Genersl Nixon repeated to youm of thie date.
The great military end politicel effects which would be created
by oceupying Begded have mx made such sn impression on the
Cabinet that we shall make every endeavour to gend the additional
forece required., Without the necessary troops, we do not desire
to embark on operstion. Is one division enough in your opinion?
; Bo. 186,
Oc & 8th, 19151 From Genmersl Nixon to Secry fofstate for India.
Without eny eddition to the forces I have here at present, I
em confident of defeating lNureed-Din and of dccupying Bagdad, But
I consider that, if the Turks turn their attention seriously to
capturing Bagded, end despatch the lerge orgenized forces which
would be reguired for this purpose to Mesopotamia, I should want
one divieion( slso one Eritish Cevelry regiment) to watch both
the Zupkrates and Tigris communicatimne and beat the enemy as
he spproaches in sddition to the force I have hmys

J o\ ‘
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1 also consider that the best position from which té do phis
is Bagdad.

No. 190,

Oct 9th, 1915. From Viceroy to Secry of State for India.

N

Reference to Nixon's telegram of 8th inst and your's of nl.}f4
. |
; date. Glad to hear of Cebinet's decision, Having consulted witft

Commender-in-Chief I consider that Nixon esn best form an opd|
opinion as to the number 6 troops he requires, so we under-

-stand that when he speaks of a division, he means a complete
division with ite divisional cavelry and guns and proper \
proportion of British troops. He asks for a regiment of oanlfy
in sddition to thi-; Although we are ready to accept his
opinion, we also think that , es Indis cannot supply the drafif
to ensure the British units now with him being maintained up
to full stremgth, 1t will be necessary for these to be sent
from home., The Indien units will be kept up to strengkh by us
Further we are of opinion that the meinforcements should get
to Bagdad not later than one month after it has been taken,
for we calculste that thie is the time that must elapse botori‘-
the Turks cen concentrate in sufficient stremgth to attempt
to reteke #t.

uo.. !Ool.
Oct 21st. 1945, PFrom Viceroy to Secry of State for India,
While agreeing entirely with His Majesty's Govermment regar-

-ding stretegical and politicel advantages following from
capture snd occupation fo Begdad, which the contents of
Marling's telegrem of Oct 15th emphasise, The Govt 66 India
look on the secubity if India and ite frontiers as their first
pre-occupetion and it is not possihe le for us to send to
Mesopotamia From India a further force of the ltﬁngth of a
divieion.

Having consulted the Commander in Chief, my opinion is
that 3 alternatives present themselvee:--

(1), The cepture of Bagdad snd its occupation.

Provide d that we receive a guarantee that a complete division
of troops will arrive in Mesopotamia within 2 months from
~— this date, this will present no difficulty at ell. And this

e —— e —
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5. S
g solution would be the moet satisfactory oma,
~/ {2). To ettack the Turke, make & raid on Bagdad, release the
female Inglish captivee, captire the few etores and stesmers
that remain and from a poeition 8, of it, dominate the city
-~ by patrols up the rinr?....... TPse would not require a
whole edditional division to accomplish, but would only be
the second best alternative froms & political point of view.
For military reesons the Commender-in-Chief w uld prefer
the first or third end dislikes the second slternative. FHie
opinion is that we must either hdld Begdad ourselves or keep
well ewey from it, as 1t is & very velusble base and great
centes of supplies for whichever side is in occupation of it.
essesss He i8 in short agesinet meking e rsid on Pagdad which
would involve & retirement. Should the required reinforce-
-ments be forthcomdng, he favours strongly the holdimg of
i Begded, However he prefers the safer course of holding a
position at Kut-el-imema should they mot be forthcoming.
Nevertheless he feels that owing to the present situation
we may at any time have to mccept the risk involved and find
it necessary to occupy Begded, even with our forces as they

erist at present.

From & political point n‘F view my comment on the Commander
~in-Chief's opinion ie, that to be driven out of Bagded would
be disastrous,
Thirdly., Stay st Kut-el-Amara in a defensive position
Such & step does not commend 4tself to us, for it may force
;‘ us to edvance qfter all, because both the Turks and the
r Brabs will see that it is a week measuroc. !
: 1 will lesve the guestion for the decision fo{.au llajut:%‘ \ ‘
Goverrment with confidence, having placed before you these
thres slternatives, but I hope that the first alternative
will be the one they decide to ldopt;
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Lo. EB04,
Oct £8rd, 1915, From Seecry of Stete for Indis te Viesroy.
If Nixon is Satiefied that the troops he hee evailsbls are
enough for the purpose, he mey march cn Bagdad, On esccount
of rellef end traneport arrangerente reinforcemente will take

someé time but two divielons will be sent &s eerly es they can.
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Vo. 178.
As 1% sppears that owing to difficulties of navigation, there
is now little chance of overtaking amnd breasking up the retreat~
-ing Turks, there is mo object in pursuing them any further :
and so under these circumstances I shall be glad to learn what
are lixon's present 1ntontionsl. Subject to what may occur
in Blg_dnd and elsewhere and to any proposal you may now Iecome
-mend, the orders which my telegrams of April 24th and August
6th conveyed to you are etill in torco‘. Kindly send me by
telegram an estimate of what you consider to be the present

strength in Mesopotamia of the enemy.

No 181.
By moving troops with land transport and by lightening river
steamers and usdng them as tuge for loaded barges we have got
over troubles of navigation....... Turk's retreat sppears to
have stopped and they have teken up & position at Ctesiphon
end are thus a menace to this force. I have received infor-
-mation that the Turks o nsidered the position at Kut-el-Amara
impregneble and so their troope, especisily those reeruited
locelly, are much demoralized by their defeat thers.
Fur-ed-Din's foree is now so close to Bagdad and,as those of
hie troops who are near their homes will probably want to
desert, Wb he will find difficulty in meking a determined
stend, Therefore my opinion is that, as soon es the concen-
-tmation at Aziziyah of the 6th Divn is completed and the
cavaelry has been reinforce! by drafts now en route from Basra
there is every chance of overtaking the Turks at Ctesiphon
end emashing them. On the comtrary, should we retire to
Eut-el-Amara from ni:iynh{thn tribes and the enmmy will egain
advance on Kut-el-Amara as they will put their own construc-
-tion on our movement. ss.ss...... These tribes now look on
ue as resistless and have been again erriving from everywhere
to submit their allegisnce. If however we fall back they wirl
probably repeat their previous behaviour.

My opinion is that having befors us an enemy shaken

; E ’—\h by defeat who is short of ammunition end hae lost 13 guns, ‘

e ——— S ——
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1% 18 obviously desirable %o finish him while the opportunity
ie present for militaty reasons. I have hopes of mihilnhig
him now that he has taken refuge in a posétion spsfnst which
we can manoeuvre, I do not see any reason which would

warrant our not taking advantage of such & chance. Bagdul_)
from the militery standpoint , is the principal junction in %X

the enemy's line of advence and & centes fro-m which he

obtaine large supplies, which it is vitelly important for us
to wrest from him end this is & reasom for ite occupation
in sddition to the political effect that would be caused
thereby.

¥o, 182. 1
" Please inform me, with reference to my propou:l_to open the ;
road to Bagdad by another attack on the 'i_.‘u:rkl, if, in order
that I mey consolidete my position there, another division is
to be sent from France to reinforce fm¢. Should I subsequen-
-tly be compelled , owing to want of reinforcement$, to with-
-draw down the river from Bagdad, the effect of ite occupation,
would be more than nulll.ﬁod‘. I should like to be informed
of the Russien operations in the direction of Van. Has the

Russien progress there been sufficient to menace the route
from Asia Minot via the upper Tigris? s.ecueue.s |
We are of opinion, taking into comsideration the present
conditions in the Dardanelles and in the Balkens, the
ectivities of the Germans in Persia and the additional pressurd
on Afghanisten, that such an effect would be caused in the
nesr Bast by the teking of Dagdad end such greet stewtegical
and politicel edvantagee present thempeelves thereby, that
this operation is justified on these grounds but the addition
of at least another divieion is necessary to carry them out.
If thie division ies not forthcoming then Kut-el-Amara is the
forward 1imit to which we propose to restrict Nixon.
No, 18B3.

Nizon hes been or“red not to edvance any further, this was
telegrephed to him yesterday. Thie 1s the situation at present

‘With the troope he now has, Iixon could take Bagded without

— —

e ———— S .oy

AR

s siie da S daad ) 1l B JOR/L/MIL/S/TT6 rpa sall
http://www.qdl.qa/4: ~V/archive/81055/vdc_100087953644.0x000020 :4xd il ki dgSa e (a el



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100087953644.0x000020?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

é (YA ) [BY o] "idlua sl el 550 Qs

2R e R RS

Y. s e da Sa And ) 1 G JOR/L/MIL/S/TT6 aasall
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »V/archive/81055/vdc_100087953644.0x000021 4zl jhad 458 o (ya ye!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100087953644.0x000021?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

(VARITY) [911] "Wl sof @l 3,00 s

3

much difficulty, capturing end destroying ememy river craft
at the seme time, by which means Turkish offensive down the
river, in the neer future, would be rendersd practically
imposcible . ucyortholus, unless he received reinforcements
of one division, he would not be able to maintain himself
there, exposed to attack by fresh troops from Aleppo or Mosul.
To go to Bagdad and subsequently to have %o withdrew through
pressure from the enemy, would be & very great politicel

’niatuh. Under these circumstances he muet stey at Eut-el-Amara

unless reinforcements cen be sent him to Mesopotamia from
somewhere else than India, At the sume time, the fall of Bagdad
would have & very great political effett in the middle East,
end would to some extent belance the unfevoursble impression which-
our lack of succees in Gellipoli hes crested.
Heo, 184
Oet 8th. 1915. From Secry of State for Indie tD General Nixon,
MMWA whet sdditicsm to your present force will sm emable you to
occupy end hold Begdad? telegraph direct and repeat to India,
No., 186..
Oct 8th. 1915, From Secry of State for India td Vieceroy.
My telegrem to Genmersl Nixon repeated to you of this date.
The great military and politicel effects which would be created
by oceupying Begded have mx made such an impression on the
Cabinet that we shall meke every endeasvour to send the additionsal
force required. Without the necessary troops, we do not desire
to embark on op.rntion; Is one division enough in your opinion?
Ho, 186.
Oc ¢ B8th. 19151 From Genersl Hixon to Secry Q‘afstuto for India.
Without any eddition to the forces I have hers at present, I
an confident of defeating Nur-ed-Din and of dccupying Bagded, Bul
I consider that, if the Turks turn their attention seriously to
capturing Bagded, and despatch the large orgenized forces which
would be reguired for this purpose %o Mesopotamia, I should want
one division( slso one British Cavelry regiment) to watch both
the Euphrates end Tigris communicatimns and beat the enemy as
he approaches in sddition to the forco I have Wmxm

)
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I also consider that the best position from which té do phise
is Pagded,

Ho. 190,

Oet 9th, 1915, From Viceroy to Secry of State for India,
Reference to Nixon's telegram of 8th inst and your's of same <
date, Gled to hesr of Cabinet's decision, Having coneulted uﬂé
Commend er=in-Chief I consider that Nixon esan best form a-n o} i
opinion es to the number 66 troops he requires, =0 we under- '

-ltﬂ thet when he speaks of a division, he meens a complete

divieion with ite divisional cavelry and guns and proper
proportion of Brittsh troops. e asks for a regiment of canly
in sddition to this. AlthOugh we are resdy to accept hise
opinion, we also think that , es Indie camnnot supply the draftf
to ensure the British unite now with him being maintained up
to full strength, it will be necessary for these to be sent
from home., The Indian unite will be kept up to strengbh by us
Further we are of opinion that the meinforcements should get
to Bagdad not later then ome month after it has been taken,
for we calculaste thet this 18 the time that muet elapse before
the Turke cen concentrate in sufficient strength to attempt
to retake ot,
ﬂo.. 200;

Cot £2lst. 1945, From Vicercy to Secry of State for India,
Yhile agreeing entirely with His Majesty's Government regare
«~ding strategicel snd political edventages following from
capture and occupation fo Bagdad, which the contents of
¥arling's telegram of Oct 15th emphasise, The Govt #f India
look on the secupity if Indie and ite frontiers as their first
pre-occupation and it is not possibele for us to send to
Mesopotamia From India & further force of the ltﬁn‘th of a
divisionm.

Having consulted the Commender in Chief, my opinion is
that 3 slternatives present themeslveeie-

(1), The capturs of Bagdad and ite occupation.

Provide 4 that we receive & guarantee that a complete division
of troope will errive in Mesopotamia within 2 monthe from
() this date, thie will present no difficulty at all, 4And this
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solution would be the most satisfasctory one.
(2). To atteck the Turks, make & reid on Bagded, release the
female EZnglish captives, captire tha few stores and steamers
that remain end from a position 8, of it, dominate the eity
by patrols up the rircr;....... I96s would not require a
whole additional division %o accomplish, but would only be
the sacond best alternative froma a political point of view.
For military reasons the Commander-in-Chief would prefer
the first or third and dislikes the second elternative. BHis
opinion is that we must either hla Dagdad ourselves or keep
well eway from it, as it 18 a very valusbls base and great
cente® of supplies for whichever side is in occupation of it.
sssssss Ho i in short apeinet making = raid on Bagdad which
would invelve & retirement. Should the required reinforce-
-mente be forthcoméng, he favours strongly the holding of
Bagdad, However he prefers the safer course of helding a
position &t Kut-el-Amama should they not be forthecoming,

Nevertheless he feels thet owing to the present situation
we may &t eny time heve to accept the risk involved and find
it necessary to occupy Bagdad, even with our forces as they
erxiet at present.

From 2 political point of view my comment on the Commander
-in-Chief's opinion ie, that to be driven out of Bagdad would
be disastrous.

Thirdly. Stay at EKut-el-Amara in a defensive position
Such a step doee not commend dtself to us, for it mey force
ue to advence gfter all, because both the Turks and the
Brabs will see that it 1s a wosk measure.

I will leave the guestion for the decision quHll Majesty's
Government with confidencs, having placed before you these
threm alternatives, but I hope that the first alternetive
will be the ome they decide to adopt.
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Oct 23rd, 1915, From SBeery of State for India to Viceroy.
If Nixon is Satisfied that the troops he hae sveilsble are

enough for the purpose, he may march on Esgded. On account

& of relief snd transport arrengements reinforcemsnts will teke
some time but two divisions will be sent se early as they can.
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171' repeat the frlffrw‘ﬂ-u'q telegram dated 23vd instant from the Consul,
Mohammeral :—

({4
‘ . i e ‘
Tty =Sl | am wees mformed by

Treb—rry

an agent of the Sheil:h that on the island ._ﬂrr'/.ug; the Karun mowth 300 men
and four quns have been posted,
‘he Sheilih Tias senl i !E:,f\'ruwm a quantity of his effects, together with,
a number of lis liousehold,
The effect of the above proceedings has been to disturb the town, and
considerable nervousness prevails, especially in the case of lower-class
fﬂ‘)l'(‘i‘”ﬁi(‘.“n‘, e.g., elerks, who are fllu,’u'r_’l'n‘nsurr- u_l' an Jr};!rnz'ftrfft:(; attael: Upo
the town

TT position here is decide dly serious, in mi f.,,;mw.”
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¥ e Following message dated 23vd October has been received from the
Political Agent at Bahrein:—3

< The despateh of troops to Bahrein has the approval of the Sheikh and
notables who will probably send to the Sheikh ul Islam telegram deprecating
Turkey's provocative aets.”

No. 3.

IAE g dn ALCA

Vinmry b bl 4

(Rl

From Viceroy, 98th October 1914.

23,d instant at Bahyein. Necessary

L i Foree Dirrived on
Repeditionary Foree L) arrived on = L
Eaxpeditio ) e to your tele gram "f the 26th.

instructions have beeen issued with referene

¢o i gk i Sa dmd ) 18 Ga JOR/L/MIL/S/T76 g sl
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( Telegpnflice )

I repeat a message, daled to-day, Ffrom the Consul Mohammeral, in

continnation of & previous telegram :— >

CO B T e ships have been sunk by the Turks in the place mentione d. 3
is veported, but not confirmed, that the mines have reached Bagdad. The
departure of British merchants from Basra is being prevented by the Turks.”
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( Teleqnfilece)

I have received the Jollowing message, dated to-day, from the Consul

at Mohammerah— >
“ A report from Chasib has reached the Sheil:h that the Bawi hare
agamnst im and that yesterday afternoon, after looting withoul oppos
the store of the (il Company at Musane and culting the telephone lLine, they
proceeded to breach the pipe line with shot holes and set fire to the oil a?

(:iw;n(qg
[t seems in the circumstances advisable that tie force al Ahawaz should
be augmented with the least possibl delay.”

riscit
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~

10.
Your tekegram of 7th Oct. It is unnecessary to make
an immediate decision on question of Abadan. I am
most anxious to avoid amny disturbance of Indiam Mu-
hammadans but Turks will spread reports that they
have caused us to retire from Shatt-el-Arab and it
is desirable to reassure the Arabs by meking an im-
mediate demonstration. Preparations should be con-
tinued and I shall be glad to know whether water
difficulty at Bassidu could be met by distilla tion.
I gather that you mrefer that rendezvous to Bah-
rein which has however political advantages al-
though there may be difficulty in landing troops.
12.
Your telegram of 8th Cet. I would be very difficult
to distil water at Bassidu and difficulties of
lending at Bahrein,where the water and camping ‘
facilities are good,can be met. Bahrein hes not)f |
the disadvantsges of Abadan as & place of disembar- ‘
kation while it is politically and materially su=- l
rerior to Bassidu. Moreover the appearance of our
troops there would reassure Arsbs and be & suffi-

cient reply to Turkish boastings. Preparations con

tinue and one brigade will leave on 14th or 15th.
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5.
18,
We have decided on sending the advanced force to
Bshrein for although there will no doubt be diffi-
vulties in landing and re-embarkation water is re-
ported to be plentiful mhk there while non-exis-
tant at Bassidu. Troops should reach Bahrein about

23rd.
38

Get ready for immediate despatch amother brigade
of éth Division. Admdralty will arrange for escort.

59.
Advanced force at Bshrein should at once proceed

to Fao and after occupying that place clear the
Turks out of the Shatt-el-Arsb as far as Shun:shum
iyah,after which it will await reinforcements.
Arad Chiefs near Aden amd in Gulf should be infor-
med of our action.

41,
It is reported that mines have been received at Fao

for defence of mouth of river.

43.
We have received informetion from the Admiralty

that Foree "D" arrived on the 3rd instant. Have
you anything further to report?

44,
Brigadier General Delamain commanding Foree "D"

weg given orders in accordance with your instrue-
tions of 31lst Owt and wes also informed that he was
not to go to Muhammersh or above Shumshumiyah and
that he was to respect Persian neutrality in every
wey possible subject to military necessities.

45,
With reference to your telegrame of 30th and 3lst

Oct the following reinforcements sailed from India
on 7th and 8th Novr. 6th Divisional Headquarters;

18th Infantry Brigade; 2 Batteries Royal Field art-
i1lery with Ammunitiong Columns; 2 squadronms Cay-

elry; 1 Company Sappers & Miners;l battalion Pio- i

N —=r
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6.
45 (cont)
i‘ioneers; Signal Company and Hospitals.Remainder of
divigion will sail very shortly.

46,
Your telegram of 31st Oct and mine of 9th Nov.

General Barrett'S troops will reach Shatt-el-Arab
from about 15th and remeinder of division sbout
26th Nove. He has diseretion to advence on Basra
if after consulting Delamain he considers that his
present force is sufficiently strong. :

47.
On & report that Saihan was occupied by sbout 1000

of the enemy I sent 3 battalions and 2 Moun$ain Bat
teries supported by H M S J0din and Espibgle to
attack under the conmadd of Brigadier General Del-
amain. Our troops inflieted severe losses on the
enemy whose entrenched eamp was taken in a very
creditable manner.We captured 2 machine guns and
some prisonere including a Turkish Major.

48,
Please congratulate Farce "D" on ite success of the

16th. As Cebinet have decided that Basra shall be
immediaste objective I presume that if military and
political situation is favoureble you will now
instruet Barrett to advance on that place.Otherwise
he should await reinforcements. It is desirable
that Barrett should take all rosgible steps to con-
eiliate Arabs and that Basra should be treated not
&8 an enemy but as a friemdly town,every effort
being made to restore confidence.

49,
A1l troops except two Field Batteries have now ar-

rived and have been disembarked. I am about to ad-
vance along Turkish bank of river mh with object f
of safeguarding Sheikh of Muhammersh who is being

threatened by Turks.I expect resistance.

51.
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’ 7-
‘ 51.

Enemy gbout 4.500 strong with 12 guns was found to
be posted in a strongly entrenched position mear
Zain 9 miles up mhmemmmmem stream on right bank.
- We encountered comsiderable resistance but on his
left flank being turned the enemy retired abandon-
ing his camp with reserve ammunition and tramsport
and with & loss of 2 guns and a number of prisoners
Our casualties were about 300 and were due to the
difficulties of advance in heavy rain over an open
end level plain.The men behaved splendidly and are
pleased with their success. The Medical Staff

worked exceedingly well wnder heavy fire.

It is reported that g:gi;ra has been abandoned by the
Turks and that the Arabs are sending friendly dep-
utations. Some looting is said to be taking place
in Basra and British subjects may be in danger.I
am therefare sending immediately in advance £ bat-
talions of Infantry escorted by Odin, Espi\egle &
Lawrence and armed 1aunches.Reu1\nder of Force
marches to night for Basra. All is gquiet here and
enemy has evacuated his late position beyond Bal-
amiyah.Absence of firing into camp denotes friemdly
attitude of neighbouring Arabs.

53.
Two Englishmen and & deputation of leading men of

Bapea have reached Muhammerah and report that all
British subjects in Basra are safe and that the Turks
together with the Valis of Basra and Baghdad have
fled up the Tigris.

54.
His Majesty's ships reached Basra on night of 21st

Novr and troopd sent by river at 9 a.m. on 22nd.
The remainder of mu Force arrived at nmomn and found
all quiet and the inhabitants friendly. Five German

subjects including Consul are priscmers. Not much

damege had been done by looters except to Customs
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54 (cont)
Customs house which has been partly desproyed. The
Turks left 8 guns and many wounded in the town. It
may take some time to remove obstructions in the
river.

55.
The leading men of Basra were assembled this morn-

ing at a central point to which the troops made a
ceremonial march through the streets. The Union Jack
was hoisted and cheers given for the King with
salutes fired by Navy. A proelamation was read by
Sir P.Cox in which it was stated that Turkish Tlag
and administration had now been replaced by Bri-
tish flag. This was very well received by populace.
It is estimated that 2,000 fmmkm wounded Turks came
in to Basra after the action of the 17th. Many
Arabs who were mobilized by Turks were left behind
and are said to be much dissatisfied by the treat-
ment they had received.
The share of the Royal Navy in the operations has
been mmmp an important one and I am much indebted
to the hearty and prompt assistance which has al-
ways been afforded.
been received I am monsulting the gg;mﬂ:rfﬁfgﬂﬁ :g}lovgr;i': ]]:.'ninow
from COx.j
how far the proposals are feasible from the military
point of view I will give gou my conclusions.

"Sir A.Barrett & I have been considering the topo-
graphical details which would be of importance in the
event of an advance to Baghdad and in order that com-
Plete proposals may be submitted we shoumld be glad to
learn the intentions of Government as regards this
matter. The problem is as follows. |

It is generally believed locally that the Turkish

troops who recently opposed us are now completely de-

moralised and that those in Bghhidad are not likely

to offer serious resistance. The Arabs in Baghdad are
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56 (cont)
reported by notables here to be already friendly and
it is considered probable that we should be welcomed
in Baghdad ®ws we were welcomed hmmmm at Basra.

As to the tribes on the road to Baghdad the Mun-
tafik Sheikh Ajaimi has intimated his desire to hand
over to us 4000 rifles which he siezxed or received

from the Turks and I have hopes of securing if not
the active cooperation of the tribes at least their
neutrality. It is probable that Baghdad would fall
very easily into out hands if the advance is made
during the present cold season and before the very
great effeet of the recent defeat has worn off.
It seems 1o me after very careful consideration of
the pros and cons difficult to avoid the conelusion
that we must take over Baghdad but if we do so we can
not again evacuate it because the Arabs would have co
operated with us on the clear understanding that the
Turkish regime had permanently disappeared. It must
also be re,membered that there are about 30 British
subjes¢ts at Baghdad who need release."

57.
With reference to telegram from Cox dated 23rd Novr

we dummmh are not p .repared to sanction at present an
advance to Baghdad but approve an advance to Kurna
as soon as Sir A.Barrett is in a position to undertake
this operation. As we should have to comtrol the
whole area from Kurma to the sea both politieally and
in a military sense it seems desirable that Basra |
should be considered as the headquarters of the ma jor
portion of the Division.

60,
Two Infantry battalions and two guns supported by

Haval escort established themselves Yesterday at a

pojnt on the left bank 5 miles below Xurnas where the

enemy is in considerable strength,

a1y
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60 (cont)
Reinforcements will be sent if necessary as soon as
returning river flats are available. An outpost is to
be established at Shaiba to the north of Zubaide and
half a battalion of Indien Infantry has proceeded there

61.
In an action opposite Kurna Lieutenant Colonel Fraser

drove the enemy from their position off the left bank
taking 70 prdsoners,including 3 officers, and 2 guns.
The Turks surrendered their entrenchments on being
charged by with the bayonet by the 110th Mahrattas.
Sloops and Flats with field guns assisted the opera-
tions but owing to lack of means of crossing river
under shell fire we did not find it possible to attack
Kurna which is strongly held by the enemy and our troops
withdrew 4 miles to the south. With the reinforcements
which I am sending with General Fry to-day ten Royal
Field Artillery guns and 4% battalions will be available
for further operatioms.

62.
It has been reported by General Fry that at 2 p.m. the

i1
Turks,who had occupied Mazera yesterday, attacked his
outposts but were repulsed with loss. No details are
as yet available.

63.
General Fry's Force bivouacked on night of 7th Deer at

Mazera which he recaptumed after strong opposition ta-
king about 100 prisoners,including 3 Officers, and 5
guns. Two Mountain guns and 2 battalions having erossed
the Tigris by dhows and flying bridge on 8th have es-
tablished themselves at north end of Rurna.Remainder of
Force will cross to-day.A squadron of Cavalry has been
sent to Kurnma.

64.
The enemy's trocps at Furna numbering 400 and commanded

by the late Vali of Basra Subhi Bey surrendered uncon-

ditionally to day to General Fry.
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Bd. 65.
It is now reported by WYeneral Fry that the enemy's
force surrendering at Kurna amounted to 969 men with

42 Officers 2 Mountain snd 2 field guns.

-~
66.
It appears from statements made by Turkish Yfficers who
were captured at Masera on 7th Pecr that the enemy %
forces there and at Furpa smounted to some 30CCmen with

9 guns of which we have takeh or destroyed 7. The main
portion of the Turkish garrison of Basra has retired
in the direction of Nagiriyeh and BSuk-es- Shuyukh.
According to prisoners there were 5 battalions of Infan-
try,600 Cavelry and field and mountain guns at Baghdad
under Abduk Hamid Pasha on 25th Novr with further for-
ces en route for that place.

67.
1000 priesoners reached Basra yesterday from Kurna.

68.
Please refer to telegram from Chief of the General
Staff dated 10th Deer. As it mey be desirable to eject
Turks from the district of Nasiriyeh which lies across
communications with Baghdad by Shatt-el-Hai and by
Euphrates and also proteets the Muntafik Arsbs rleasge
consider practicability of such an operation. It is
understood that Suk-es-Shuyukh is 2 or 3 days distant
by water from Kurna. We should secure complete control
of access to Gulf and of Arabs on Fuphrates by the oec-
ciipation of Basra,-/Kurna andNagiriyeh,

T0.
Our information does not at present Jjustify a deecision

on the subject of the ocedpation of Nasiriyeh suggested
in your telegram of 14th “ecr. and we should prefer to
wait until the situation is clearer. It is true that
our pelitieal situation would be consolidated by the
rermanent oocupation of Nasiriyeh but we do not yet

know its actual military value and there are reports

of reinforcements coming to the enemy from Syria.
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Janry 28rd., 1915.
lios, T2,

To Viceroy, from Secry of State for India.
Today, & telegram from the Admirslty wae received, as followe
' Vice Comsul, Ahwes, states in a report received through
Politicel Resident, Pushdre, that he hese received information
from Arebe, that force of Turks, divided into 3 parts , of a
totel strength of 12,000 with 64 guns, of which 2 are of large
celibre, is dispoped as follows:-- one part intends to croes
Fuphretes apd attack Besre vie Zubeir, while anogher holde Azair
and the third Amera, A large Arsb contingent sccompenies the
firss part, It ie stated that they are gccompanisd by 100
Germens snd the steamer "Marmariss” has § on board her, »

Cen you reinforce Barrett by a cavalry regiment as he wants
reinforcemente & the country between Zubeir & Hasiriysh is

guiteble for cavelry?

L))

1 ﬁ - e - - .
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70 (cont)

To spare more troops from India would be diffioult
and it would be a mistake unless obliged by military
considerations to occupy places which we could not

- mgim again evacuate without loss of prestige. The
question of the military velue of Nasiriyeh in view of
a possible Turkish advance on Euphrates is being ocon-
gidered.

71.
Yours of the 2nd instatit. I concur and we should am

not act until matters are clearer.

73,
We are obliged to you for the informmtion conveyed

in your telegram of 23rd Jany. The question had been
discussed with Barrettwho haé recomnoitered 25 miles
to west of Zobeir. The 12th Brigade has been mobilized
in case of necessity and transports are ready while a
Cavalry regiment though somewhat diffieult to spare
might be arranged for. We are sending Barrett 2 ar-
moured motors and 2 lorries suitable for desert but
aeroplanes would be useful in lieu of Cavalry.

74.
Arab reports foreshadow possible advance against Bas-

ra from Nasiriyeh though all is at present quiet there
and at EKurnma.

75
As reporte have recently indieated that Arabs are
responding to jehad and are inclined to thouow in
their lot with Turks we have carefully reviewed means

at Barrett'S disposal to meet eventualities and as

we consider that reinforcements ate advisable we are

\ sehding him the 12th Brigade at once subject to your

;
- ;
L approval,. ; 3
R sy B
e R e ¥
tz Y 2 !
i
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76 (econt)

7.
It is presumed that 12th Brigade will not be able to

reach Muhammerah before 7th Feby and this may be too
late for protection of 0il fields and pipe line in
view of jehad and reported movements of enemy. Would
it not be possible,in order to support Bakhtiaris and
friendly Arabs who may otherwise lose confidence in us,
to send say 2 battalions and a few gmmm mountain guns
on steamers to Ahwaz? That place would be a good de-
fensible position and actiom would give confidence to
Sheikh and his feibfwems followers whom Turkish raid
is more likely to impress by its nulsbers tham by its
military value. Admiralty is being asked to send Odin
back to the Shatt-el-Arab and War Office has beenm
pressed to replace 12th Brigade by troops from England
s0 that you may reinforee Barrett up to equivalent of
two ddvisions . Please give me your views and state
action proposed.

78
In reply to your telegram of the 29th Jany although

12th Brigade in arriving at Muhammerah on 7th Feby
may be too late to proteect o0il installation we con-
sider that our first object should be the erushing of
any attacks on Kurna and Basra whish if successful
would invidlve loss of o0il fields. We think therefore
that decésion as to Ahwaz ahould be left to judgment
of Barrett who is in the best position to say whether
he is strong enmough for operztions in that direction.

1 reinforcements can be sent we should prefer the

return of one of our own Indian divisions.
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El.

With reference to my telegram of January 29th - War
Office is unable to send you reinforcements to complete a
second Division in Mesopotamia or to replace the 12th
Brigade and I gather that you will therefore consider it
unsafe to dispatch more troops from India to the Gulf. Is
this so? The position will be clear if your opinion is
to the effect that you are unable to despatch reinforcements
but that the need of them is urgent. It is undoubtedly the
case that the Turks are massing troops in lesopotamia and
there is also the menace on the Karun, so thnat my conviction
is that we should make up Barrett's Force to a strength of 2

Divisions.

83.

We consider that it is essential to divert "5ta Battery,
Royal Horse Artillery to Busra instead of to England on
account of increasing Turkish forces. We are therefore

effecting this move and trust that you will approve.

gb.

In reply to your telegram of February 6th. Your
action in regard to "S" Battery, Royal Horse Artillery, is
approved.

86.

If you now decide, in consequence of arrival of the 12th
Brigade and present situation on the Karun, to dispatch
reinforcements to Ahwaz I approve but I should like to
receive early information in order that I may inform the
Foreign Office.

e7.

The question of sending reinforcements to Ahwaz as
suggested in Sir P. Cox's telegram of the 6ta December has '
been disposed of by my telegram of 8th. The matter being
now a purely military question it may be necessary to take

action at once assuming that a due regard to Turkish’
dispositions
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dispositions in directions of Nasiriyeh and Kurma and to

Barrett's strength admits.

" 88.

o

I have not yet as received your reply to my telegram of
6th and 5th February. The War Office have intimated that
they are unable to send reinforcements either to Aden or to
India until the situation on the Suez Canal is assured. Please
therefore, let me know at once what action you suggest in case
the position in Mesopotamia necessitates the immediate dispatch
of more troops, an emergency which in my opinion is more than
possible. The need of prompt action was exemplified by the
course of events On the Karun for the Arabs would possibly not
have destroyed the pipe line or risen against us if we could

have sent up a sufficient force in good time.

89.

All is quiet except in the vininity of Ahwaz where our
Cavalry patrols inflicted some loss on Arabs to the North-
west of Aminigeh - our casualties were 2 men wounded and
2 killed.

g0.
All quiet at Kurna. The Bawi tribe have been forced
back to Wais by the levies of tne Sheikh of lohammerah i
operating on the left bank of the Karun to the North of i
Ahwaz. A gathering of Arabs and Turks is reported at some 15 %
miles west of Shaiba and General Delamain with a force from
Basra has left to-day to disperse it.

gl.
General Delamain is returning to Basra from a point 8
miles south-west of Shaiba not thinking it prudent to advance

further

k
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Ho. 93. W

Pebry, £2nd, 1915, To Admirelty, from Senior fiaval Officer
Persian Gulf,
At Ahweg there is a small force with "Comet" end "Shaiten”.

20 miles H; W. of Ahwaz at Mushin tnere ere 2200 end some more
&@ with some pune et Bisaitin, LL miles N, W, of Ahwaz, on Febry

17th, our cevalry patrole had gkirmishes with Arabe, No oil 1ie

now coming into Abadan, as pipe line is broken in several places

Pefore end of March ‘the present supply of oil will be exhausted

thie 18 steted by the  manager of the 01l Company at Abadan,

Poree of enemy estimated at 5000 Turks with Arabe end 8 guns

nepr Gubsshiysh to the N, W, of Basra. About 2500 Turks end a

pimiler number of Arabs with some 8 guns sbout 8 miles I, of

Kurna near Rotsh.
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further with his present force. All quiet in other directions.
The floods at Kurna are increasing.

94.

The situation causes me some anxiety as unless we can
dispose quickly of the increasing advanced Turkish forces
a serious attack on Basra may confront us, In view of the
great issues facing us in Europe which the War Office regard
as vital and paramount it seems hopeless to expect
reinforcements for India and I trust you will find it possible
to Mobilige another Brigade for Lesopotamia without
replacement from England. China will shortly send you three
battalions and possibly you may be able to detail a
battalion from Wuscat and 3 others from India.(f the latter
perhaps onme might be a Territorial battalion and the despatch
of a Territorial battery for Garrison duty at Basra might also
be feasible. lLoreover as the conditions at present seem
suitable another cavalry regiment would be of value.

95.

About a thousand enemy cavalry were encountered and
attacked to-day by our Cavalry and Artillery within five
miles of Shaiba., They retired to a point some 16 miles
north west of Shaiba to which place "S8" Battery, Royal Horse
Artillery and the 16th Cavalry marched to-day. The floods
near lagera now cover the whole front from the Tigris to a‘
Shaib creek and I am therefore recalling our Infantry battalion |
and a Field Battery to Basra. In view of threatened attack
by tribesmen on Abadan and Nuhammersh I am sending a company
of Infantry to the former and have despatched H,u.S.Egpjeszle
to the Karun river east of Nuhammerah,
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96
I am somewhat anxious about the inereasing Turk-
ish steength,mainly on the Euphrates side, and
think it would be sdvantageous to strike if pog=
" 8ible before more reinforcements arrive. But

Barrett with his fuller knowledge must exercise
his discretion and decide.As you have no doubt
condidered the matter with him I should 1like to
havehis conclusions and yours.

97
Your telegram of Feby 26th. The situation at Kur-

na when I was there amm wa%praatiwlly impregnable
there being nearly a Bivision there supported by
wae ships on the Tigris as against amsmppomed an
enemy force sbout six miles distant assumed at
some 7000 Arabs and Turks. Barrett however con-
8idered that an attack was impossible on account
of ~the restriction of the Turkish front by the
floods due to the rising of the Tigris and Euph-
rates. The conditions being now even more un-
favourable a number of troops have beem withdrawn
from #imm EKurne to the right flank to meet any
possible attack from the Euphrates on Baar}. At
the time of my visit the Turkish fordd;:,?;‘ the
Euphrates was small and the MuntaPik leader had
asked Cox to meet him. There are now however

3 battalions of gendarmerie and provincidd troops

amongst others and Barrett has inoreased his

srength in that direction to approximately 4 bat-
teries,2 Cavalry regiments and 2 brigades of Infg-
antry holding also stréngly the fortified outpost

e =

of Shaiba which is mear Zobeir ami in wirelese
comminication with Basra. I should be glad to see

Barrett's Force completed to 2 divisions in view

of constant reports that Turkish reinforecement s

are en route from Syrias and other Places.

B
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97 (eontl
Meanwhile we have despatched to luo;:ot::g:arbat«
tery of heavy guns and a Cavalry regiment.
It{ appears to me most necessary in order to

sssure quiet at Basra to advance at some time to
FNasni snd Amera but I was informed by Barrett

. that shortage of river transport was his great
difficulty in this respect.

98
It is now clear that any reinforcements for Aden

or for Mesopotamia will have to be gfound from
India it being impossible for the War Office or
Admiralty to assist. After comsidering the preseant
strength of British and Indisn troops in India

and the fact that 3 more battalions are en route
from China it appears to us that it might be pos-
sible to mobilize another brigade for despeteh if
this becomes necessary. Yéu could perhaps utilize
a couple of Territorial battalions in lieu of Reg-
ulars. I do not wish i:o press you but am convinced
that in view of the situation elsewhere we must
take no risks in the Gulf where any untoward inei-
dent might mar the moral effect of successful de-
velopments in the near East.

99 |
Ve agree tmmm with the remarks in your telegram

of the 23rd Feby and consider that the situation :

in Mesopotamia is and anxious one involving pro- i

bably a serious attack on Bagra. The Turkish mil- !

itery position is not quite clear but if the reports

that at least 3 mbhew divisions besides the 35th
are under orders for HMescpotamia are correct

we might within the next month or six weeks be

attacked at Pasra by combined Arab amnd Turkish

forces outnumbering our own. It is true that we

are to receive 3 battalions,or possibly only two,

|
o

from China but we have to send one in relief and 5
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99 (cont)
the despateh of another brigade as suggested
by you would only give Barrett 17,400 men. We
have also to provide for possible trouble on
the Frontier in the spring. We can obtain nothing
from the Persian Gulf or Maskat.One battalion
inefficient from fever must be relieved and other
detachments may have to be stremgthened and can-
not be reduced in the present position &f affairs.
It is our opinion that the situation in Mesopota-
mia should receive the most careful consideration
by those respomsible for the strategy of the Em-
pire. A withdrawal from that country would be but
little better than a defeat disastrous to our
prestige and we cannot regard the issues in East
Africa as comparesble in pm importance with those
in %esopotamia though we fully recognize the him
great issues in Europe . Our information does not
point to any serious threat against British “est
Africa and serious operations en the part of the
enemy would not appesr to be probable in view of
the approach of the rainy season and contemplated
pressure from the Belgian Congo. We would there-
fore urge strongly that a good brigade from Bast
Africa should be sent to Yesopotamia.$his would
8till leave there 7 battalions besides loeal troops
and the contingents of which we have heard.

These suggestion are made 1ﬂriaw of the refusal
to provide for the safeguard and service of

Indian interests in Mesopotamia and at Aden by
the return of Indian troops from Egypt. Our mil- B
itary resources in India are now exhausted and I

we can only spare Barrett such reinforcements as

two,or possibly three, battalions of Infantry

one Indian Cavalry regiment ,one Territorial and
one heavy battery. We however mnmminiem entitely

ety ~ 2

v
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99 (cont)
agree with your view that the increase of Barr-
att'g Force to two divisions is imperative.
As you are aware we have in return for 35 bat-
~ talions of Terrtorial Infantry sent abroad 33
battaliols of Regulars while our total contri-
butiona’overseas have amounted to six divisions
of Infantry and nearly three divisions of Caval-
ry. India has therefore done her duty to the
Empire but we cannot do more inview of the situ-
ation on the Frontier. Our onerous responsibili-
ties towards the population of India both Euro-
pean or native cannot be evaded and it is use-
less that we should receive suggestions to take
further risks in India. In conclusion we agree
with you that an inerease to at least two diwe-
isions of Barrett's Force is necessary but b
our contributicns to the requirements of his
Majesty's Government early in the war make it
impossible to find the nuommeamy requisite mm

troops ourselves. The responsibility therefore

not onl supply them b
rests with his Majesty's Govemﬁg ’gsxnm .\ut

a& for any consequences also which may arise
from & refusal to allow India to protect he' int-
erests by the use of her own troops.

100
3rd March. This morning the enemy's camp at

Ghadir to the west of Ahwaz was shelled by our
force under the command of Brigadier General Ro-
binson. The enemy's strength was estimated at
12,000 and with frequeny hand -to-hand fight-
ing he succeeded in getting round our flanks
and rear thneén&king retirement very difficult.
The enemy's losses were very severe but ours,
;regret to say,were heavy.The horses mf having
been killed one 18 -pdr Field Artillery gua

ke ym TN 7%‘_”&‘ wag abandoned as was also the breach and chase
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100 (cont)

of a mountain m.o&%"“ﬁ“ﬁﬁ“ were 62 killed

and wounded 127. I appears that Ghadir had been

heavily reinforced on the previous night and that
& Bani Turuf tribes with Ghazban and Said-Nameh

were present. Reinforcements of British and

Indian Infentry and of Royal Field Artillery

are being despatched.

From Shaiba it is reported that some 1,500

mounted Arabs followed up & cavalry reconnaiss=-

ance whan returning to camp to-day and were

led into an ambuscade occupied by half a battal-

ion with machine and field guns. Our casualties

were 10 killed and 2 mmmahmp wouiided . The enemy

ret ired on Nakheila.

101
The Cabimet has fully considered to-day your

telegram of the 3rd and Barrett's news of the

4th about Ahwax and it was decided that in view
of your difficulty in forming a nérmal mixed bri-
gade you should despateh a Territorial Brigade
as soon 88 possible. This will be replaced by

an equivalent from East Africa or from Egypt
when possible in accordance with hmm military
exigencies.

102
With reference to my telegram of 4th March I now

consider that instead of the four Territorial
battalions which His ¥ajesty's Government ori-
ginally d#sired tmmmmmd should be sent to Meso-
potamia it would be preferable to despatch at
once & suitable mixed force from India. This is f
in view of the approach of the hot g
geason as well as on general grounde. The
military authorities in Egypt are being pressed
by War Office to mmm return to you one Brigade

at any rate if the position on the Canal 3@
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admits but you end the Commander-in -Chief
must in any case understand that the reinforce-
ment of General Barrett at once is definitely
ordered and that t¢the responsibility for the
consequences of further reduction of the in-
ternal defences of India are removed from you
both.

103
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Moo 103.

March 5th. All quiet at Ahwaz. Cavalry patrols
unmolested. Confirmation has been received of the
estimated losses to enemy of 200 to 300 men including
the brother of the Sheikh of the Beni Turuf tribe
killed and brother of Ghazban and 10 or 12 Sheikhs
wounded.

The enemy are epparently making preparations for
defence and to sbendon the offensive. Our reinforcements
have reached Ahwaz making the strength 3 battalions of
infentry and 6 Field and Nountain Guns. All quiet

in other directions.

lo. 104,
Your telegram of 5th Marech., A Howitzer Battery
and the 33rd Indian Infantry DBrigade consisting of 1
British and 3 Indian Infantry batteliomswith Signal
Compeny and Field Ambulance, is being despatched to

Hesopotamia.

No. 105.

My telegram of 5th March. The 30th Infantry Brigade
is being despatched from Egypt to Force "D" and will
probably sail next week. FPlease consider whether you
can complete certain deficiencies inPioneers, Sappers
end Artillery but I do not desire to press this unduly
end you are in best position to decide what can be

safely spared from India.

No. 106.
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408,

Force "D" now constitutes an Army Corps of two
Divisions with Corps Troops. The desirability of

sconomy in Staff has throughout been considered.

109,

I have taken over the camend of Force "D" today.

110.
Today the enemy has attacked Ahwaz, FKurna and

Shaiba. The latter atteck was made by approximately
25,000 men including 10,000 tribesmen and 3 Kurds
supported by possibly 12 or more guns of which 8 field
guns were sctually observed. The action begen at 5 e.m.
fron the South, South West, and West, butafter 8 2.m.,
vwhen firing became intermittent and the enemy began
entrenching, no serious attaeck took place until 2.15
pems When one occurred but was repulsed. I had

ordered the 30th Brigade to wade across the water-logped
plain to Zobeir in entieipation of this stage of the
attack but as the enemy had occupied the landing place
thers I subsequently decided to send only one battalion
in small boats to Shaiba with General Melliss and to
despatch more of the Brigade tomorrow. At Kurna today
the Turks succeeded in destroying a small portion of the
bridge by floating mines. There was en Artillery duel
from deybreek until 2,30 p.m. but no Infantry attack
has developed. Ouns from Qlin and from shore inflicted
damage on native boats containing & number of the enemy.
At Ahwaz there has been no attack up to now though our

camps
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camp /as shelled from 5 2,m. and considerable mmbers of

S

Cavelry appeared from 3 different quarters. I can
comumunicate with Kurna and Athwaz by wireless but telegraph

lines are inferrupted.

1il.

April 14th. All quiet at Ahwaz and Kurne on 13th.
In Basra area the enemy attempted to cut wire alongmall
our front and kept up sniping and considerable rifle and
machine gun fire during the night of the 12t'fl April. This
morning the enemy were found by 2 Ca¥alry reconnaissance
to be in considerable strength in some high ground a short
distence to the North Vest of Shaiba TFort and I decided fo
attack them with 3 battelions supported by 4 batteries, the
whole under the command of Gemersl Delamain. The North
Mound was successfully taken at 11 e.m. and I determined
to prolong our line to the left with 2 battalions under
Colonel Peebles, our right flank being secured by the
Cavalry Brigude, end to drive the eneny westward. This was
accomplidhed by 2 o'clock and when the pursuit was discontinued
half an hour later we had taken some 300 prisoners, including
18 officers, a quantity of munitions, several standards and
2 puns. Further attacks night and day ere reported by
prisoners to be intended. I shall probably have to ask for
large quantities of gun and rifle eammnition the expenditure
having been heavy. A convoy of boats sent to Shaiba on the
afternoon of the 13th was deserfed by all the native boatmen

and hed to return to Basra being unable fo force passage

through the armed boats of the enemy and a similar convoy n

from

_— =
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from Shaibe in the early morning of the same day was also

m

- ettacked. The passage of an outward convoy today will be
foreced by guns on rafts, the fire from shore batteries

being ineffectusal,

No. 112.

General lelliss telegraphs at 11.50 p.m. on l4th
that he moved out at 9 a.m. to attack the enemy's
advance troops holding & position 2 miles South-Rast of
Shaiba Fort and at 10430, having carried this, continued
the advence on the enemy's main position which extended
1% miles eastward of Birjisigeh Vieod to a high wetch tower
3 miles west of 7obeir and was occupied by et least 15,000
men including 6 regular battalions and 6 guns, 2 of large
calibre. The eneny were clearsd out by & bayonet attack,
by 4.30 pem. efter a determined resistance. Our return to
Shaiba which was reached by the rear guard at 8,30 Pelle
was unmolested. Details of casualties will be given later.
We captured about 200 prisoners and some mechine guns end
the troops behaved most gallently under a heavy rifle and

shell fire,
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118
I have received further reports of the battle of
Birjisiyeh which show that the Snemy's trenches were
admirably sited at the foot of a slope leading
down to them from our position at a distance partly
of 800 and partly ef 1100 yards ,mikm that their ma-
chine guns were very effective ?ré"-’%%ﬂ concealed
positions and that their troops were well trained &
disciplined men showing great bravery. Our losses
during the advance from the ridge were heavy the
Turkish trenches being so well copcealed that the
Infantry had to bear the brumt of takimg them. They
were held with such m that they could om-
ly be captured by a bayomet charge of the whole linme
and the battle would mot have heen wom had mot both
the British anmd Indian troops displayed the sternest

handled

pluck and determination and been with decision &
initiative. The conduet of the operations reflects
the greatest credit on General ¥elliss and the beha-
viour of the troops was most praiseworthy. By abodt
4.30 p.m. thsm?ifgally eveacuated their position and
had been so severely shaken that during the night of
of 14th they retired 19 miles to the north-west of
Zobeir as far as Nakheila where for the momemt I am
unable to follow them, Our casualties are estimated
at a total of 700 including 11 British Officers killed
and 26 wounded. The troops comsisted of the Cavalry
Brigade under General ‘-e%idy; 2 Field and 1 Mountain
Battery under Ccl Clegve; 7 battalions from the Infan-
try brigades commended by Generals Mellis§Fry & fimd

Delamain and 2 Companies of Sappers under Col Evans.
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A report has been received from General Milliss
dated Shaiba 15th April 10.30 a.m, saykng that fham
hibm no enemy remain in BirJisiyeh,Zobeir or 0ld Bas-
~ ra and that in the Turkish camp to the south of the
watoh tower on the flank of his position on the 1l4th
were found tents , large quantities of munitions and
kit,food both cooked and uncooked,nearly three quart-
ers of a million rounds of small arm ammunition and
over 450 cases of gun ammunitdon. All the above are
being removed or destroyed. I am sending @avalry to
Shwégd::%osaggggtg{nzwhether any enemy remaing there
and to-morrow I shall search for a suitable deflensive
position and site for camp for a brigade near Zobeir.
fimk Clouds of dust indirection of enemy appear to
show that he is continuing his retirement to the north
west. After General Barrett'S departure I sent
General Melliss to take command and reinforce Shaiba
and place the Staff of the 6th Division at his dis-
posal. He speaks il#lish terms of their work and I
will later submit recommendations about them.

115
Please inform General Nixon that I desire to congra-

tulate his troops on the victory they have so brilli-

antly achieved due to able leadership and to the dis-
all ranks.
¢ipline and bravery of the mmm. The defeat inflicted |

on the enemy in thie notable hand-to-haend engagement

against greatly superior number
nenhances the Treputation of the Army of India, fnmmi

e —

The heavy list of casusl ties is much deplored but the

losses are not in vain. I shall be glad of a report

of the arrival of the wounded at Bagra,

116
The question of oil supplies renders the Admiralty

desirous of the early repair of the pipe line and mf

Ly A AT

in view of the favourable situation on the west due

to the recent victory Government would be glad if the

e i

state of supply and transport make possible an immedi- i

f et y Lo/ ,‘

e e———S
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116 (cont)
immediate advance against enemy on the Karun. The fu-
ture security of the pipe line and the loyalty of
the Arabs will probably be ensured by success in the
r Ahwaz direction following the victory at Shaiba. More-
over it is politieally desirable to expel the Turks
from Persian Arabisten as soon as possible.

117
Your message of the 19th April has been delayed in

transmission. I offer the grateful thanks of the Se-
cond Indian Army Corps who appreciate the generous terms
of your congratulations on their recent vietory .

The wounded were all in Basra by the 21st and about

180 wounded Turks were also brought in.

— ol -_
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No.120,

GENERAL NIXON TO SECRETARY OF STATE ¥OR INDIA DATED 28TH
APRIL, 1915.

Advance made on 28th at 5 p.m. from Sabeh on point on right
bank Karun opposite Farsiat by Gorringe's Force.

Ho.l2l.

GENERAL NIXON TO SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA DATED 29TH
AFRIL, 1915.

Gorringe Reports at 12-30 p.m.29th fron Canpopposite Farsiat

on right bank Karun -

"Excluding Lean's Brigade, which is still at Ahwaz, my whole
force has arrived at this point. liet last night here by
General Lean., To-day advance to near Braikeh and
reconnoitre for depot and bivouac the old bed of the Kharkeh
and Shaltagh - in striking distance of enemy. Bridging
train wnder preparation at Ahwaz, whence, less 4th Rajputs,
Lean's Brigade prepared to join me, Turks, by latest
reports still at Illa. Latest Arab information to effect
that Kharkeh river in flood and below Kut Nahr Hashim is 300
yards broad. Reconnaissance for precise information on
these points being arranged for.

Noallgs

GENERAL NIXON TO SECEETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA, 1ST MAY 1915.

Report from Gorringe 29th, 10,15 p.,m. from Braikeh vicinity.
"At about noon to-day near Imam Fada Ali Ibu Husain
Cavalry reconnaissance found Arab Camp, Information as te

position
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position of Turks given by the Arab Shaikh who made friendly
protestations, A squadron of 7th and one of 33rd Cavalry |
under command of Major Anderson of lafter regiment, who was 1!
taking full military precautions, were carrying out the
reconnaissance. A spot to water and feed horses was
pointed out by the Shaikh., Affer carrying this out
considerable numbers of Arabs attacked the forece - following
casualties reported with regret - 7th Lancers, Lieutenant J
Bailey, 26th Cavalry, attached, missing, also three Indian ‘
ranks; Wounded, 4 Indian ranks - 33rd Cavalry, missing, J
Major Anderson, Second Lieutenant Le Mesurier, Indian Army ,
Reserve of Officers, and five Indian ranks - Younded two i
Indian ranks, Lieutenant Forbes, attached 7th Lancers, then
took command of reconnaissance, extricated it in a creditsble
manner from difficult position, inflieting considerable loss
on Arabs and retired on this camp. In meantime General
0fficer commanding Cavalry Brigade sent out support to
reconnaissance, Considerable numbers of hostile Arabs were *
located by another of the Officers of the patrol south west '
of Imam in vicinity of Bamit Ramil Vells who for 3 miles
followed and fired on him -
Gorringe reports further, 30th, 4 p.m. -

Less Ahwaz Garrison, two miles north of Braikeh at Camp an
bend, 12th Division is assembled. [Progress being made with
arrangements for establishing advanced depot near Shaltagh.
Early to-morrow morning General Melliss will proceed fo
neighbourhood of Shaltagh with 30th Infantry Brigade, 1 double
Company 48th Pioneers, Cavalry Brigade and 63rd Battery.

\  Arabs who attacked Cavalry patrol south west of Imam are
reported by Politicals to hawe dispersed.”

No,123.
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J
- GENERAL NIXON 70 SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA. defa 2-Hau rqis ;

"Gorringe's reports received here 1lst May state that Anderson
33rd Cavalry with one squadron of his regiment and one
squadron 7th Lancers arrived about noon 29th April at old
bed Kharkeh near Imamzada Ali Ibu Husain where water was
pointed out by the Sheikh of 150 Arabs who were seen. Cavalry .
taking military precautions watered by detachments. Anderson i
summoned Sheikh, owing to more Arabs collecting and drawing in,
and remaining himself to speak to,Sheikh who came up and said i
with excitement that troops must leave, gave orders for the
main body to mount and retire.
Lieutenant Bailward 26th Cavalry was despatched to recall
flank patrols, Lieutenant Forbes, Indian Army Reserve of
Officers attached 7th Lancers to join main body. Le lMesurier
I1.A.R.0s, was apparently despatched to recall advanced guard.
Owing to its being fired on from flanks, pace was increased
by main body. Le Mesurier, Anderson and Bailward were unable
to rejoin main body and were vietims of misplaced trust. Lieut.
Porbes took command of remainder and arrived back at Karum 3.30
pems 29th, having taken up successive positionsand fought his
way back. The bodies of all three missing Officers were
found and buried by Melliss, who, morning of lst May, marched
beyond Shaltagh with 6th Cavalry Brigade, 63rd Battery, 30th
Brigade and convoy of supplies - Good situation in vicinity of
Shaltagh for base depot for supplies reporfed by lielliss. It
is expected that within a fortnight repair of oil pipe line

will commence.
Lol 24,

GENERAL NIXON 70 SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA, SRD MAY 1915.
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"0n 1st May four miles below Kut Nahr Hashim hostile Arabs
were overtaken as they were crossing river Kharkeh by Cawalry
reconnaissance on Karun line. Abandoning all their effects
they succeeded in crossing. Advanced base depot in
vicinity Shaltagh continues to be stocked with supplies by
Gorringe who expects to complete on 4th instant the

s concentration of his whole force there and to commence on
same date the passage of the Kharkeh, The 4th Rajputs

remain to garrison Ahwaz.
Noal2d.

GENERAL NIXON TO SECRRTARY OF STATE FOR INDIA DATED 7TH MAY
1915,

Following report from Gorringe, Kut Nahr Hashinm, 12-26 a.m.
7th received:-

Arrived evening 6th with bridge train at this place. The
Cavalry will demonstrate west of Sayyed Ali against Beni
Turuf and by dawn of 7th I hope to commence 4 miles up stream
passage of river, Turks and gums still awaiting transport
and are being urged by Beni Turuf to support them in opposing
our advance. Above corroborated by latest information both
here and from Ahwaz.

lioW126s

GENERAL NIXON TO SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA, 15TH MAY 1915.

On Karun line reconnaissance in force with Cawalry Brigade
exscuted by General Gorringe on 14th, Bisaitin found clear of
Purks. Reconnaissance on its return via Khafajiyah joined

in operations with General Melliss' Brigade against Beni Turuf
by

*
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by whom our patrols were attacked on 12th, Intense heat.
o127

GENERAL NIXON PO SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA DATED 16TH
May, 1915.

Following reports from General Gorringe Khafajujah 16th lay -
Operations continued against the tribe who behaved with
treachery on 29th April, the Beni Turuf, by whom before and
since, we have been attacked several times - In face of
opposition by some 1000 Arabs a passage was forced af
K]Jafajuja.h from right to left bank of Kharkeh river by
General Melliss. Ceneral Lean was opposed by a similar
number - He forced his way down the left bank of the Kharkeh
river with 2 battalions and on night of 15th - 16th connedted
with Yelliss in face of many obstacles. His troops had te
swin across the Unmachiyeh Canal. The Subadar-liajor 76th
Punjabis was conspicuously distinguished whilst Melliss was
eroesing., The 76th Punjabis under heavy covering fire from
rifles, maxims and guns finally dislodged some 50 Arabs from
a fort which they were stubbornly defending. Throughout

the operations intense heal prevailed.

loll2f.

GENERAL NIXON TO SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA 17th MAY 1915,

Parties from Angle Persien Uil Company are mow out under
tribal escort repairing the pipe line. (General Gorringe
reports 11-30 p.ms 16th from Khafajijah, Karun Line, the
completion on 16th of operations against the Beni Twruf -
Opposition slight, 2 wounded only. Certain Government
[, equipment
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equipment inclading maxim belts recovered. These were losf
on 3rd larch.

N0.129

GENERAL NIXOKN TO SECRETARY OF STATE #OR INDIA DATED 18TH MAY
1915.

"Directions issued by me to General Corringe to cause Turks

4V o to think thit his objective is Amars. A force under General
b
\ “_‘\“4,"\ Lean is accordingly making a demonstration against Bisaitin
: Gorringe himself retwrns to Illa on 19th with balance of his
— force.
7~

=
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GENFRAL NIXON T0 SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA,
DATED 3lst MAY 1915,

"The Royal Navy, including H.M.Bhips Espiegle, Odin,
Clio, Lawrence and smeller vessels, commenced General
Townshend's combined operations at 5 a.m. this day from
Kurna up the Tigris.

One Tree Hill was the object of a successful turning
movement starting at 1.30 am. - this was carried out
partly by wading and partly by bellum. Naval guns, land
guns, guns on barges, rafts etec. commenced a bombardment
of the ememies' positions at 5 a.m., and Colonel Climo's
17th Brigade executed in bellums the principal infantry
attack., After our artillery had mastered the hostile
artillery, Norfolk Hill, one Tower Hill, Shrapnel Hill
end Gun Hill were by noon successfully eaptured by the
Brigade, our casualties were light. Total advance
approximately 4 miles. Useful reconnaissances were made
by 2 aeroplanes. The heat was excessive. Tomorrow

operations continue. More particulars later.

No. 136,
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No. 136.
GENERAL NIXON TO SECKETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA,
-~ DATED lst June 1915.

"Inelud ing wounded 241 prisoners, three 16 pounders
complete, slso 100 rounds emmunition, now reported
captured. Returns not yet received but our casualtiss
are slights Six submerine mines picked up by Naval
mine sweepers snd several land mines, heavily charged,
were discovered and harmlessly exploded by the Royal
Engineers. To the accuracy of the concentrated artillery
fire, mainly of the Naval guns end the Hempshire territorial
howitzers, was largely due the small number of Casualties.
Above despatched 5.30 a.m.

Nos 137.
GENERAL NIXON TO SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA,
DATED 1st June 1919.

"Behran, lMeundveblah and Roteh found totally

_evacuated, many tents being left standingon our advance
being continued this morning. Turks observed retiring

in steemers and lMahalas thie morning. They were, after
gome time spent in sweeping for end successfully locating
mines and reconnaissance of obstruction below Rotah,
pursued by the Naval flotilla. A good channel was found
round obstruction below Hotah..

L]
Today, no wind - 103 in shade temperature.
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No. 139 3
- e
GENERAL NIYON TO SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA,
2nd June 1915,

ure of Turkish river steamer Mosul in good
condition early this morning reported by Gemeral Townshend.
We now seem to have accounted for all steamers in possession
of Turks in this part. On night 1st-2nd June some 12
Mehelas which were overtaken escaped into side creeks.
A great deal of firing was heard anparently due to
attack by Marsh Arabs on these boats. Captures include
250 more regulars inclusive of 15 officers, and quantity
of ammunition end rifles. Troops opposing us in front
Furna estimated 4,000 strong consisting of 10 field guns
of which 7 are captured and 5 regular battalions. Above
estimate based on generally concurrent statements of
prisoners. Have also captured lighter with German mines.
Four Germans are reported to have fled in motor laumnch
and have probably fallen into hends of unfriendly Arabs
as owing to break down of launch they fled into the
Marshes. Passage above Devil's Elbow impracticable for
navel sloops and General Townshend and Captain Nunn, R.N.

in

e ———
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in flag ship "Comet have proceeded to Qalat Salih with
~ four 4.7 guns in horseboats and "Ilinas","Shaitan",
"Semana" and "Lewis Pelly". HEarly morning 3rd June they
are followed by Norfolk Regiment and the same afternoon
a Brigade reaches Qalat Salih. Owing to country traversed
being entirely under water all these movements are
taking place by Echelons of flotillas. Steamers and
boats similarly were the means by which enemy retired.
Nalat Salih will be reached on 3rd June by General
Head Quarters and land telegraph line.

Ho. 140,
GENERAL NIXON TO SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA,
5th June 1915,

"On arrivel at 6 pem. 4th June at Basra with General
Headquarters found thet Governor of Amera's surrender |
had been received at 1.30 p.m. 3rd June by General Townshend.
The despatch to the base of some 30 officers and 700
soldiers who had laid down their srms has already been
carried out. General Townshend who, with Senior Naval
Officer and Sir Percy Cox and a very small force, had
pushed on rapidly in sdvance of the transport in the
"Comet" and smaller gunboats received the actual
surrender. Two and a helf battalions, six guns from Naval
flotilla and four heavy guns are now holding Amera. In
order to bring up more troops on morning 5th June
transports returned to Ezra's tomb. Wireless installation
had accordingly to be removed on night 4th June from
transport and erected on shore. Temporary interruption
of telegraphic commmnication resulted from this due to
= / : l the

1/

VY s e do Sa Lt ) 1 Ga JOR/L/MIL/S/776 tga el
http://www.qdl.qa/is »=V/archive/81055/vdc_100087953644.0x00008¢ il ki i e e !



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100087953644.0x00008c?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

é (YAS/YYA) [B19] " lua def cld (5,50 s

VFA s sk i e dmd ) 18 s JOR/LIMIL/S/T76 el
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »l/archive/81055/vdc_100087953644.0x00008d :4sai il sk i€ o (ya se!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100087953644.0x00008d?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

é (YAS/I¥8) [oY ] " lana def il 5,50 s

the constant cutting of wires between Ezra's tomb

i and this by #iarsh Arabs. Matters should socon settle
down and communication by telegraph be secured as the
situation is well in hand and the Chief Political Officer
is in touch with the local tribes' leading Sheikhs.
A small advanced guard of Daghastani's troops entered
Amara after its surrender amd were taken prisoners,
Some 2,000 following in rear turned off into the
marshes on teking alarm. Arabs said to be deserting
Daghastani whose forces are short of transport and in
2 very disorgenised condition. I hope to capture them
or break them up. 80 officers, 2,000 men, six naval
guns, seven field guns and twelve large steel barges
also rassenger steamer "fosul, and three small steamers
believed to represent our total captures to date.
Gunboat "Marmariss" sunk. lMuch ammunition, many rifles
end about £1,000 in gold taken. Three Germans are
emong the prisoners and the Marsh Arabs killed two
o thers.

Ho. 141.
GENERAL NIXON TO SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA,
5th June 1615.

"General Headquarters remain for the present at
Amara, where all is quiet. On 6th June I will despatch
more detailed telegram on the head of orders of
Government to leading local Shaikhs who are arriving to
receive these. No sign of the enemy within & radius of|
30 miles from Amara was discovered on morning of 5th ‘ ;

June
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June by a careful ssroplane reconnaissance. A visit
was paid to Daghestani's unimportant entrenchments,
about 15 miles east of Amara, which face North East.
His forees reported to be retiring in demoralised
condition, part of them having thrown sway their arms,
by land up Tigris, by neval reconnaissance which extended
40 miles up the Tigris. Today capture made of a heavy
field gun of Daghastani. Communications have been
established by land telegraph. Abundant supplies
locally of grain, fodder, sheep, and beef. As compared
with Yurna and Basre climate far less trying and drier.

Troops in excellent health and spirits.

:;9. l&a-
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA 70 VICEROI,
7th June 1915,

"Kindly convey expression my hearty congratulations
on recent operations Tigris successful result to naval

and military forces engmged and to General Nixon."

No. 143,
VICEROY TO SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIZ,

11th June 1915.

"Nizon requests me on behalf naval and military
forces engaged in advance on Amara and himself to convey
their grateful appreciations of the congratulations

conveyed in your telegram of 7th instant".

No. 144.
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lo. 145. \
GENERAL NIXON TO SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA,
14th June 1915.

"Nothing fresh on the line of the Fuphrates. On
the line of the Tigris, camps and trenches were observed
on both banks of the Tigris at Daqq al Hajjaj eight miles
below Fut-el-Amara by aeroplane reconnaissance. On
another camp six miles up river of first three bombs
were dropped. Come 3,000 troops estimated to be in
vieinity. On line of Farun pumping was recommenced
on 10th by Anglo-Persian 0il Company and on evening
of 13th oil arrived at Abaden. "Thogwa" hirsd transport

with reinforcements and stores has arrived at Basra,

No. 146.
GENERAL NIXON 70 SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA,
15th June 1915,

"Line of Karun. Advance made on 3rd June from I-T%rgsohy

————
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3,000 Iuhaisin, the force of the lMohammerah Shaikh,
under latter's son Chasib, ageinst rebellious Chaab
@ tribesmen in their prinecipal settlement at Fallahieh.
The Chasb were colleceted in force near an outlying
village of Fellahieh settlement. Action was joined against
them on June 5th, The Muhaisin, after four hour!'
fighting, scattered the ememy, incurring some 40
casualties, and occupied the village. A rally was made
by the enemy at Buzieh but Chasib occupied Fallahieh
on 6th June in cooperation with the armed launch "Sheikh"
which acted from the direction of Khor Musa, From Fallahieh
his operations successfully continued by the defeat at
Buzieh of the Chacb tribesmen. The Muhaisin are now
unders tood to be engaged in the settlement of the
Jerrahi distriet to the East of Fallahieh., Chaab
rebels had over run this distriet, The Chasb business is
now on a satisfactory footing and in Arabistan an almost
normal situation obtains.

Ho. 147,
GENERAL NIXON T0 SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA,

DATED 28th JUNE 1915.

"Column as detailed below under General Gorringe
crossed Hamar Lake on 27th all on rafts and lighters and
in steamers. Headquarters 12th Division, 63rd Battery
RoF.As, 30th Mountain Battery, two 4.7 guns, saprers and
wing 48th Pioneers and 12th Company Supply and Transport,
in face of opposition from two armed Thornyeroft launches
the Hakike Chennel was successfully reconnoitred. At
5.30 pem. 27th work dommenced and was carried out throughout
night on demelition of obstruetion in above channel.

Nothing from Amarsa to report and at present no more news"

N N0n148

Véo
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No. 148.
= GENERAL NIYON TO SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA,
DATED 6th July 1915,

Following telegram received despatched by General
Gorringe 5th instant, 6.15.

"Throughout the day heve been heavily engaged:
following success to record - way forced to Euphrates
which 24th Punjabis, moving by Gurma Safhe left bank,
reached at 1 p.m. On right bank Euphrates surrender
received of Turkish battery. In order pass steamers
through to Euphrates channel is now being swept for
mines. Heavy casualties. Killed one British Officer,
wounded five, and other ranks some 70 killed and wounded
as at present ascertained. The "Sumana" has been disabled
end several ships hit. Strong reinforcements had
evidently been received from Nasiriyeh by enemy who
stubbornly resisted us. ¥We were elso opposed by local
Arsbs. Heavy casualties suffered by enemy. The
behaviour of all troops was most gallamt. Full

perticulars later by wire".

No.149
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o149,

GENERAL NIXON 70 SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA, 7TH JULY 1915.

"General Gorringe's successful action on 5th July. Fellowing
fuller description gladly added by me. During this action

he forced his way into the main Euphrates channel in face of
determined resistance. Boats, which in some cases had to

be dragged overland through the jungle, were the only means

of overcoming the physical obstacles camsed in the thick ‘
paln groves of that region by the inundations and deep creeks.
The operations of Gemeral Melliss' 30th Brigade were carried
out on both banks of the Gurma Sagha Channel or Hakika

leading from the obstruction into the Euphrates. Six days
were occupied in the passage of this. On the right bank of
this channel the lst Battalion 4th Hants (Lieutenant Colonel
Bowker) had to reinforce the 2nd Battalion 7th Gurkhas
(Lieutenant Colonel Taylor) when a position was made good

from which observation of our artillery fire could be carried
out. The Hants and wing 48th Pioneers (lajor Riddell)then,
crossing a creek, pressed ememy in flank. The gallant
advance of the 24th Punjabis under Lieutenant Colonel Climo,
and of 76th Punjabis under Lieutenant Colonel Smithett, who
was severely wounded, was unable to overcome enemy's
opposition on the left bamk of the Hakika or to outflank him
though supported by the fire from rafts of 30th Hountain
Battery (Major Cotter) until Captain Nunn had pushed up the
Hakika Channel wmder heavy fire into close range with the
small armed steamers and the naval 4.7 gms. During this
operation a shell disabled the "Sumna" but she continmed
in action., The 24th Punjabis, dragging their bellums overland
eventually outflanked the enemy opposing them and arrived
at the left bank of the Euphrates. In order o take the
eneny's
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enemy's gun position on the right bank of the Euphrates
- in rear preparations were then made by the 24th Punjabis ]
to cross that river. On this the enemy's guns surrendered. ?
Seeing this, the enemy on the left bank who had lost very
heavily also surrendered. Our captures comprised 7
Officers and 83 Redif regulars, two 15 pdr. guns complete
and 17 Arabs. Of the Arabs the majority escaped southwards
by the creeks. On 5th total casualties reported, viz.,
Officers, killed one wounded seven: British ranks, killed
three, wounded four: Indian ranks, killed 21, wounded 72
and one follower, Submission of local Arabs and Suk-es-
Shuyukh received. A successful passage of the mine-field
has been made and the enemy has been followed wp to his
position four miles below Nasiryeh by Gorringe's force where
to-day another engagement is expected. These operations
have been much prejudiced throughout by the need of
powerful aeroplanes and the absence of waterplanes in
particular has been much felt.

lo.15G.

GENERAL NIXON T0 SECEETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA 8TH JULY 1915,

Line of the Tigris. Reconnaissance up Tigris as far as
Filaifilah morning of 8th by paddle steamer T2 and armed
launeh "Shaitan". A Thorneyeroft with pompom and enemy
steamer armed with guns encountered there on arrival.
Enemy craft retreated after exchange of artillery fire. In
action against us one pompom and four guns: twe on bank
in prepared position. No caswalties though fire of enemy
accurate. This Filaifilah position occupied on Tth by

enemy
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eneny: estimated strength there, some cavalry, guns above

- mentioned and 200 Infantry. At Ali Gharbi enemy's stremgth
reported as similar number infantry and cawalry and two
gens it is also reported that reinforcements are expected
by him. It is doubtful what the attitude of Ghadban of
Beni Layd will be. Steamers retwrned Kumait after
reconnaissance of the ememy's position at Filaifilah.
Patrolling by Itan will be continued from Kumait. From
Amara two 4.7 guns are being despatched.”

Hoaldle

GENERAL KIXON TO SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA 11TH JULY 1915.

“Line of Euphrates - The enemy at intervals opened rifle
fire against Gemeral Gorringe's advanced positions during
pight of 10th - 11th, Heavy Rifle fire supported by

gu fire was again opened for two howrs at 7 a.m. on 11th
but no difficulty was found in maintaining ouwr advanced
positions. Gorringe at 5 p.m. 1lth received the
reinforcements carried by the first of our steamers.lLine
of Tigris. GChadban's demeanour is now satisfactory and
co-operation in checking Turkish advance is volunteered
by him - this is due to our recomnnaissances on 8th and 9th

up stream,"
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/ No. 162.

VICEROY TO SECHETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA,
- DATED 29th July 191 5.

"Nixon has asked me to convey to you in response

to message communicated in your telegram of 26th instant

the following:=

rm

'The appreciation expressed by the Secretary of State

"E"

. ~at Y elicits owr strongest feelings of gratification
&Wk’ & iﬁ.“a end for your inspiriting mnd very kind message

) hearty thanks are sent by Gorringe, his troops

1 L - ‘-
lh ¢ and myself".

e, e e et
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No. 167
BNERAL NIYON TO SEORETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA,

* DATED 5th September 1917 .

"Line of Tigris. At Michriysh Canal seven miles above
M1i Gharbi, on Tigris right bank, 400 hostile Cavalry
were encountered on 4th September by the escort of the
telegraph party, consisting of 2 troops 7th Lancers.
Enemy retreated, carrying away five of their number
after an engagement of 2 hours".
No. 168.
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168,
GENERAL NIXON TO SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA,

6 DATED 8th September 1915.

Two squadrons 7th Lancers, one section Reyal Field
Artillery, and one Indian Infantry battalion, supported by
two gunboats, forming reconnaissance from Ali Gharbi,
Tigris Line, on 7th September, met eight miles up stream
of Ali Charbi a force of 600 to 700 hostile cavalry.
Enemy suffered about a dozen casualties and retreated
after emgagement nursued for four miles by our troops.

We suffered following casualties - one man died from heat
stroke and one horse was wounded - intense heat. We have
now assembled at Ali Gharbi a complete flight of four
aeroplanes.
Ho. 169,
GENERAL NIXON TO SECHRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA,
DATED 16th September 1915

| On morning of 16th on Tigris line, combined reconnaissance
both naval =nd seroplane, was made of position at Es-Sinn.
Report from Townshend ghat Caudron machine, made sudden
descent in front of enemy's lines from height of at least
4,500 feet and that from hidden entrenchments ememy appeared

in swarms. They went to ground on ships opening fire at 2

miles range, but fire was opened on our vessels by one gun.
Engine trouble, not diseblement is believed to be the cause
of descent. Reported missing; Observer, Captain B.S.Atkins,
11th Rejputs end pilot, Captain W.N.Treloar, Australian
Royal Flying Corps. Reports to effect that ememy is in
strength. Aerial reconnaissance has again been despatched
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and tomorrow will be sent out an infantry end cavalry
reconnaissance.More seroplanes, inecluding 2 seaplanes, are
being brought up from Basra, three out of the four
here being out of action now.
Ho. 170,
GENERAL NIXON TO SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA,
DATED 27th September 1915.

Fire was drawn from the enemy's guhs by the
reconnaissance executed in force on both banks of Tigris
(Tigris line) by Townshend on 27th instant. Our artillery
located these. A position within 3,500 yards of left
centre of enemy was mede good and entrenched by Fry's
brigade on left hank. On 27th Delamain erossed boat
bridge to left benk at dusk with his own and Hoghton's
brigade, and on night of 27th-28th moves into position
to envelop and at dawn of 28th attack extreme left of
enemy. On night 27th-28th heavy guns, which will open
at dawn on 28th, are being moved into positions covered
by Fry's brigade. We had 26 casualties on 26th and 27th
due mainly to shell fire: besides these there are
reported missing 110th Mahrattas, 9 Sepoys who were
escort to civilian telegraph perty. This party was
captured above Sheik Sa2d on 27th by raiding perty of Arsb
and Turkish cavalry. Land telegraphic commmnication,
now replaced by wireless, has been interrupted temporarily
by the presence on the Tigris of these Raiders. One
officer amd 35 men were captured #n 27th during
reconnaissance by 7th Lancers. Townshend's attack on
28th will take place under conditions at present favourable.

Colonel
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Colonel Climo, on right bank of Tigris, holds with
~ two battalions 30th Brigade bridgehead positionm.

Noo 171
GENERAL NIXON TO STCRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA,
DATED 29th September, 1915.

Line of Tigris 28th September 1915. Complete success
attained by operations of 6th Division on 28th. The
position occupied by the enemy, seven miles to east
of Kut, is long and lies astride of and on both banks
of river. On leftbank it extends to a distance of six
miles. The point to be attacked was well thought of
and Delamain with his detached force of 2 brigades
crossed, after the demonstration on 27th, from the
right bank, and gaining the left of the enemy by means
of a night march, carried at 10 a.m. by a gallant attack
its northern extremity. Strong opposition was offered
here but remeining part of this section of position
was carried by 2 psms Enemy had been all day pinned in
& strongly wired and entrenched position by another
brigade, By evening Delemain's force had advanced to
west of this position. On darkmess falling troops
bivouacked in their position. on 29th operations will
continue. The outer flenks were guarded by cavelry
and armoured motor cars who all day engaged Turkish
Cavalry. Turks had to be dislodged trench by tremnch
and fought with greatest temacity. They suffered very
severe losses in killed, the tremches being full of dead
bodies. We captured some guns, my rifles and ammnition
in quantities and several hundriﬂ prisoners. If is
believed something under 500 -rn;‘ttrosents our casualties.

'\ f No. 172.
2\ i3
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No. 172,
a GENERAL NIYON T0 SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA,

DATED 29th September 1915.

Delamain beceme aware last night, 28th of strong
reinforcements of Turks marching perfjellel to him as he
was moving to attack ememy's position in rear. These
were attacked end after severe fighting which contimmed
till dark, routed. Four guns were captured: 1200
casuelties. Main position of enemy early this morning
found to be unoccupied. Turks reported to be flying by
road and river towards Bagdad by aeroplane reconnaissance.
Latter also reports that Kut is being entered by our
Cavalry and that the river column is pursuing. The death
of that gallant officer Lieutenant-Commander E.C.Cookson,
ReN., Senior Naval Officer, is reported with regret. Iast
night, whilst personally engaged in cutting wire during
the attack by the gunboats on the obstruction on the
river, he was killed, He had handled the navel gunboats
during the operations on the two days with the greatest
daring and effect.

No. 173.
GENERAL NIYON T0 SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA,
DATED 89th September 1915.

The pursuit (Line of the Tigris) of defeated Turks
was early morning 29th taken up by our Cavalry amd laval
gunboats: leading infantry brigede under General Townshend
follows. On morning 29th aeroplenes saw enemy's troops
retreating up Tigris left bank in a columm 4 miles long,
some 10 miles sbove Sukident(?) in a direct line. Bombs

were
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were also dropped on large steamer which is believed to be
Khelifa, by the aeroplane. Steamer is thought to have
suffered injury. She mede for the bamk forthwith, TField
of battle is being cleared up by one brigade, 1650 prisoners
captured in all so far and more are being brought in. The
latest and most approved principles are shown, from an
inspection of the position captured, to have been applied
in the designing end construction of the defences. Remarkalb
thoroughness and study of detail is displayed. Ranges
were merked by flags, arrangements for covering the
retirement and embarkation of troops were made ani for
miles communication trenches extended. The system of
contact end observetion mines was elaborate., Our
Engineers exploded without accident & number of these,
but during the action mines caused severe casualties.
Everywhere the field of fire was open end flat. During
the late battle the composition of Nur-ed-din's force
wes as follows - Cavalry 6 squadrons - guns, six - infantry
battalions 35th and 38th end in addition four extra 1
battalions comprised of other formations. 7,000 to 8,000
regular troops, which were assisted by & large nwiber of
tribesmen, is believed to have been his total strength.
One mile below Fut is the location of General Headquarters.
For the last two days temperature distinetly lower. A largsi
proportion of the wounded are but slightly injured and are :
doing wel1l as a body. The troops are in excellent health
and spirits.
No. 174s
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA T0 VICEROY,
DATED 3Gth September 1915.

1 shall be gled if my congratulations on Force "D"'f.
{ R
further brilliant achievement mey be conveyed to Sir % -

)
i

John lixon ¥

— E——

——*——'
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John Nizon. The loss of Lieutenant-Commander Cookson
is heard of with much regret.
Ho. 175.
GENERAL NIYON TO SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA,
DATED 1st Ootober 1915.

I was greatly impressed on personally inspecting
on 29th the enemy's position deseribed by me in my
telegram of that date with the skill displayed by Major
General Townshend in his plan for its capture on 28th.
It is borne in on me that the sole manoeuvre by which
we could escape enormous losses and dislodge the enemy
was by his scheme of turning the left of the Turks and
getting in rear of their position's centre. Heavy
cost would certainly have been incurred by any scheme
in which a direct assault on any portion of the line was
& feature. The retreating Turks have been located by
three aeroplane reconnaissances from Kut. Two guns
accompany their rear guard. In vicinity of Baglinksh
& Turkish Steamer, in diffieulties apparently, was seen.
On 30th continuous ill luck dogged our footsteps. At
Fut, 8 miles up river, one of our 3 gunboats has stuck
on 2 shoal and although & foot chammel was reconnoitred
on night of 29th/30th in vieinity of that place our
river colwm was stopped throughout the hours of daylight
on 30th by shifting sandbanks. Vessels were not passed
through till dusk. A push ahead has however been made
by our Cavelry and on lst October at daylight the river
column proceeds up river from Kut. The concentration
of the remainder of the division at Kut will, as soon as

circumstances
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circumstances permit, be effected, Naval Gunboats
have just reported that the "Semana" with badly

A damaged steering gear is aground 8 miles up stream of
Fut. At 10 a.m. 30th "Comet" and "Shaitan" arrived
by whom the Turkish Steamer "Buarah‘" aground at a
range of 6,500 yards was engaged. Latter replied with
4 guns but was at one time on fire and hit aprarently
but was helped off by Pioneers who returned for the
purposes She was then chased by gunboats. Two guns
of raiding party of cavelry returning from Sheikh
“agd under Subri Bey fired at 11 a.m., on the gunboats;
they carried en. Two boatloads ammunition which the
Busrah had sbendoned weré taken by the gunboats,
gunboats returned lest Subri should cateh them aground,
they having got into diffioulties at a bad crossing.
Gunboats got back in safety having observed Arabs
hotly attacking Turks. Gunboats returned here for
purpose of reporting leaving one of their number to
stand by the "Samana". Townshend's river Column will
be led by them on October first. Reports from
Royal Navy that above Fut navigation is difficult, that
the chamnel is shifting end that ships must kedge over
several bad crossings.
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