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From Viceroy, Tth November 1915,
(Repeated to Basva and Tehran as No, 22 D.S.)

Foreign Becret. Persian Gulf Islands, Yonr telegram of the
3(th October. In event of a rupture with Persia we consider that there
is no urgency for action as regards the Gulf Islands. lslands are at our
merey to be occupied whenever convenient, as no other F:uml_.c{m Power is
there to question our position. Location of small garrison would entail
locking up of troops for no adequate reason. We therefore suggest that the
gnestion of ecenpation he deferred,
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Copye«

Oet 29th 1918
Confidentinl & Immediate

) ‘ iy desar “lads,

Mr Chamberlain desires me to eanquire whether, in
the probable event of war with Fersia, there would be any l
{mmediate asdwantage in eel;ing the Fersiam Gulf Islands,

and hoisting the flag baving in view the fa ot that we

gannot suprly garrisons.
Yours sincerely

(gd) E.G.Barrow 1

Hear Admiral Sir E.flade,K.C.l.X. d'
The A\dmiralty t
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PERSTIA-
Cypher Telegram To [ir. liarling (Teheran)

Feraign Office, October 27th. 1915. 2e0cPelile

Noe 336.

' It is possible that Persian Government have alroady
signed an agreement with Germany and we may be con-
tronted with a coup d'Etat or declaratlon of war at any
moment.

Je do not desire to precipitate a breach with

AT

=

persia and it should be made clear that 1T a rupture
takes place it will be dus ‘entirely to Persian subiils-

glon to German agents.
You should therefore without delay put it on record

with Persian Government in view of the last murder at

Shiraz that unless Persian Government give redress for

+he rurders and assaults that have taken place and can

protect the persons of our Consuls and their servants . :
in future we shall hold the Persian Government responsi- g

ple for any rupture of Triendly relations that may en-

\ gsue hereatter.
vou might follow this up by sending a Tull summary
i for record witn the Persien Government of the recent

! murders and assaults that have taken place.

[ . vou can inform your Russian colleague, but as the
g communication will relate solely to Britieh injurles

k and does not involve any further action on your part at

structions.

Repeated to Petrograd, No. 2503. LEE.OCTH!!S;-
G‘ .
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¢« 0BBL/14. 5th May 1914.
IR | |
. Bix,
q ~ In reply to your letter No. 16885, relative te the
i -pcgnl scquipilion by His Majesty's Governmment om & leasze
of the Islanis of larsk, Henjan, ani the whels of

¢ Kishm, I ag
- ded '1].!; Lorde Commiseioners of the Admiralty te wequest
t will inform the Seerstary ef State for Mr Affalrs
. tet fueir opimion the control of the islands woul undoubtedly
be & tly depirsble froem the stamdpoint ef naval and national
interests.
£y o= In view of S&r E, Grey's opiniocm sxpressed in your
" letter My Lords d¢ not eomment on the cemmercisl -rm of the
1 on further than te call attention to the adél 1onal security
ch would be thus given to the investment which H.M. Gevernment
making, and to the faot that the probable imeoms from
on the sssumption that oil royalties would in Mmture be
1e to H.M. Government) weuld im all probebSlity smply pey
the sdministration smd for the remt te be paid Persia.

3.~ The importsnce of these Islands from a strategie point
of view csmnot be too strongly imsisted wpon. They command the
only deep water sheltered snchorages in the pouthern end of the
- Gulf, snd they provile & poseible bese from which the whole trade
of the Gulf cen be nntn{lu. if nsceesary, in time of war.
give abeelute commend over the terminue of the pro jeeted
Railway and the proposed lime of route of the
{ on betwsen Bander Abbss enl Kerachi.

f 4.,- The establichment of British diministration in these
Iglands would m greatly inoresce British influense in these
rogions, and w ensbls sffeotive sontrol to be main
over the activities of the Beharloo amd Bashkard tribes im cace

i :o ghowed ;lan-: of wighing to interfere with British interests

| eTrBla.

., It would slso much str on the British position em the
Trucisl cosst as there is constant intercourse between the Arsb
4ribes on the Persiam litteral end in the Islande, and the tribes
on the Arabian Coast. j

.- It would give H.. Govermment a more direct imterest in
the conservation the pearl fisheries, and would puﬂ
facilitate the working of the 4rols that are mow maintalned for
the preservation of peacs in %. waters. It would slse provide
oved base from vhich to mintain a wateh over the
Arms Traffic so as to prevent my recrudescence of that trads.

£

:
£

A gopy of this letter has beem senmt to the India Office.
Iam,
Tour obedient Bervant,

5=

| The Under Secretary of State,
| FOREIGH OFVICE.

i
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(57920/1/34.) FILES QLY.

Marling Tehersn)

Mo,.187.
RIREEE—— T 000=====
\
1 telesrad tig. 121 (of darch 9th. Pereisn
gulf Irlande.)
In view of financial coneideratlons involved,
1 trust that you will cive e ample WAITLING ghould
' 8 you &t snv tine feel thot circumetonces rander 17T
| E}x posrible +o ralse the qatter with the Parsim
é?. goveinment, 10 order that the Treasury "By n8ve
'1 ) ':r g tine 10 sxamine question vefore Ay action 18
\ taken.
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[This Documeat is the Properly of His Britannic Majesly's Government, and

shonld be returned to the Foreign Office when dome with unless required

for official use.]
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PERBIR.
MILITARY

(35644).

Cypher Telegrar to Sir C. L.arling (Teheran)
Forelgn Cffice, March 9th. 1918. 1C.CO.p.m.
ho. 141. 5
‘f l
My telegram 137 (of larch Bth. Perslan oil). \
You will I hop2 realise that the last words in (
this telegrar were not intended to sugeest that the ]
Admiralty requests should be pressed on the Persian
Government hefore the general diplomati~ situation l
renders such a procedure inno~cuous. ‘
q
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| Cypher Telegrar to Sir eheran) i
A 1'
Foreign Office, March 8th., 1918, 10,00.p.m. i

No. 137. i

s

e e s g

v

Sir Walter Townley's despatzh Noe. 270 of November
12th. 1914, Persian Gulf Islands. _ 1
Admiralty desire to reopen negotlationse, and sugw- !

goest following proposals should be made to Persian Gove
ernrent i«

1. That His Majesty's Governmasnt should be grante
ed a lease for 99 years of the Islands of Kishm, Henjam,
Hormuz, larask, and Sheik Shuaild « to whizh should be

. 8dded Hinderabi, Keis and Farur, in order to zomplete ; 1
~ the sontrol of all the Psregian Islande in the Southern
part of the Gulf,

2. That the Ahglo-Persian Ol Company's Concesw k
slon should be extended to 1986 and that the basis on 1l
whizh the Royalty is calculated should he altered from
164 of the profits to 2s. Od. per ton of crude oll wone

3. That general mwining rights should be granted

over the area inczluded in the Company's 011 Concession.
4, That the zoncession for the four Southern
Railways which are projected should be given to Brit
ish interests.
I fully realise that it would be impossible to ap-
proach Persian Governrent in the matter at prasent
put I furnish you with these desiderata in view of dif.
flculty of communication by Bag and in order that vou

may be in poséeasion of our eventual requirements in

order that you may be in a position to take action as
soon as opportunity offers.
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Cypher telegram to Sir W, Townley (Tehran)

Forelgn Office, February 18th, 1915, 7,45 p.m.
No.48,

My tele:-:ram No.45 (Of 16th PE!UI“‘-J&I‘;;’. Persian
neutrality). |

It hee been sugges<ed that in rewrn for neutrality
of Persia and suppression of Jehad, His lajesty's Govérn-

following effect:-

1. British troops shall be withdrawn from Ahwaz as
800n a8 retirement of Turkish troops and cessation of Jehad

ment should give to Persian Government an undertaking to ‘
i
admit of this.

174 -

2. His lsjesty's Government will devote all their
influence in Irak to the maintensnce of Shish Governors
at Kerbela and Wejef, to the reduction of heavy quanantine
impositions on corpses, and the abolition of taxes on
pllgrims,

3. His Majesty's Govermment will grant large loan
on security of islands in Persian Gulf, without pther
interest than .he average revenue of thesge islands.

I have mentioned these pronesals to Monsieur de Stter.

Flease telegraph ysour views as to poseible effect of
this proposed offer on Fersian Government,

tepeated to 3ir 0. Buchanan iio,247,

s gk e Sa dad ) 1l G3a [OR/L/PS/10/409 1ea sal
A
Al 3 do . |
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »l/archive/81055/vdc_100036337735.0x000045 :dxad il ki 408 e (a0 o



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100036337735.0x000045?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

=

jl,)lab) Jj@-“ Jla.-‘\:\u\ :g.uum‘ @.‘ﬁ\" Al 9}#\ dayy/rive ?EJL.“A
(FEE/TY) [BFY] (S Cmra

14 s e e o And ) L8 Ga [OR/L/PS/10/409 e el

http://www.qdl.ga/4z »l/archive/81055/vdc_100036337735.0x000046 :dsai il ki 45€a o (ya se!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100036337735.0x000046?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

el g) ol slaied) 1 o AN Al (Y g3adl Y AVF/YIY 0 Q8 Cile
(FEE/PY) [a7F] (U ima

MINUTE.

VE Guavie  oF kt b Baden fy VOmim, At
. _ ] /

A P e I '_—.H’

16616, 1. 1178, 2000.—9/1913

s gibe e oSa mt ) 1) Ga JOR/L/PS/10/409 1aa el
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »V/archive/81055/vdc_100036337735.0x000047 4zl shad 4i€a o (ya se!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100036337735.0x000047?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

-2

el g) ol slaied) 1 o AN Al (Y g3adl Y AVF/YIY 0 Q8 Cile
(FEE/TE) [BFF] (e Cma

v ia giia da S dand ) 1y Ga [OR/L/PS/10/409 :pa s
http://www.qdl.qa/4s »V/archive/81055/vdc_100036337735.0x000048 4 ,ll ki 45 e el



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100036337735.0x000048?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

Jhaial g) el a1 o Al Al oY g3adl VAV Y/FRY 0 Q) Cile
(FEE/v0) [74] (Ul ima

T R / | "
“ e lese e —

a
K

b G e Than

] - 3 bl A .f:.r,_._-;'_',.T Feace e Rt i £ fia
M . e ’ '_ ", ’-_’—‘ ;
L R U PO AP \-"'H.F-/:{/r‘fr e dery Sl b lomenie,
4 F i
# ] 7

g 3
1 FETT R APy Y S

g - -~
iy Ay Fhtrit, FPlsreep s

.;;_d/_{". , -‘ﬁ-—-nﬂ:q.-'uﬂf—.‘,{:

e ——

,4:'} ..'t .4Jf_I‘¢ & F{K- 1~ AHerrsad ,"'_a._.___)' : T
f lies) £ Ll A A foin Kot e t2s g
2 S e

Flrs) e &ice
y : F’/ "
g g-o{f -_‘.4!24_, Ll tlgs, G*—"uo_

T e Oy F'J-I.Lg"-'.q.‘..__- i
= ; £

: - g7
G e Y A fia -.{; Li oA B Eﬁf:_.-_mum.—.- f")‘—”"{”'"'l-.’ L) wEf A

b, ¥ 2 J e, i), ,mcu_h.,_, f,’m./;."‘::' 2. Ay

e

] 4 o : ¥ ] =3 4_
At oo oF /Jlrgca I _)“"‘""""“"i'{ i f;n_a,n“_.-r.—...,.h_ = |
7 / -
* T ; e Lt *
C. | 7 e T N T e o St
Si b St b, fe s Tl Ntde ¥ 2 L 8 l

L =
. ok gl
.é'.—.‘_’-&.r_ he) T Tetont=. 2o bAdvinp Hac Lol i -_d-(“‘.‘-l‘

_nf.;i Teimisilcy iy

- ’ £ Y _,f__ e
Sleice anl Aot ) Bad L !
: ¥ ~ : ~— o
4 g ey /i {

. — . 4 £ : 55 X i §
. ET abm it prish by B ok H0d N
/ y ; :

(
I . v -

Iy i . v*’

» 7 s r

o e r{ﬁ-. i

o

o S SAE,
rscd Sl divdeslnce #7 7 i

+
. L TR y

3 : : : \

5 r r, o 4 2 gt

A‘rflk;-? 77 5!{_1 i if/{; V7 e '1"-44—-; i % o I ,r}#..‘_.g /}(t.r—.‘J_:,
i

; a/ : T 2 L'_] J
r - r - s
Ve de A CoMtitisir lnlte T 1 At S fﬂ g Z

~
P - . 7
;"_5 Sbpid Puetiovt o et S -

- ’ ~
TE I, = - e
Z ‘ / ; Man et Fis &
A Nte o ( Aovn / fa A { s jf"“
.
[ ;
e 7 L 7 L - t
Lo sH, Aermorn LST bt & deaca Or CT Y S A 2
- o, e ; e
P L Lie ., A Fbas b WA JRofroes v

2 L F #

s gibe e oSa mt ) 1) Ga JOR/L/PS/10/409 1aa el
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »l/archive/81055/vdc_100036337735.0x000049 :dsai )il jhad 458 o (ya se!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100036337735.0x000049?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

el g) ol slaied) 1 o AN Al (Y g3adl Y AVF/YIY 0 Q8 Cile
(FEE/PR) [BYE] (U Cre

i o : ~ 1 Y
[ | 7 2 b gl o e cacac
S W Smnde, o T pidgere = i SR EAL) e
{ 1
i o . O - e ok = ' ,” y of
_,_,;_;'u B i” { \ ot~ o2 Jir ) o %gl._ i e T

e -n.l.,a.....i‘: bodes "é_.."' e Ir-CAﬂ.':-c-..d_.,,_ ’,/1\- ;“‘-“- r"‘“ '-"r-ﬁ é“‘"f"'—""‘
LI~ S5
g

- it (o MM By he) L{h-_—(lﬁ All—-n.hff.-_;' He %GM

v
uf:u, < ;L'.a Hut 4—&...:’;'?_4.

.'

[

Tﬂ x . - . -

[~ = b‘m?{’.ﬁ X g e A 4':::;7 Lots o€ Sadi, 4 %, s FET |
f - e £ .

Y b o | -“'1._?;14_,,,_’ 't wﬁ} oA neifind

_f:"“l line of & ot :
Pey I L 5 wt=) 12 NM® B 79:‘ _;1:’1 [T ko '4""‘-}3
1 g Z _
/ ol a4 /, y ~
Moo blosfrac. //VE34 Acfimte. Bak Ponaca. Trts st
= { 3¢3) s . ttans

'-'\“-f—-‘--tl-c_,:l At Dtee Gert [ f-—-L.v ¥ AT ?u«.m_..‘_ L.."JA;

G

]

5 (PP el 17 21 ), S

. ) B A
e, bt Al e ok (ol Y .;_}Vcﬁ-ue_a_, AR Lo re]) #e Ticy

e

=

o By a, (e MEledAins
5400 k-

’ ; Ay ;oL £e
2 mle  [frrit el aa Y BEE te
4 g Wmyif—le [prIT prucl f—l"Y P 5 d i 4 p,‘}? t
' P e =l
L -5 oo Lk e Beade & % trp 51.‘:...._.,‘_%_ :i
) I & Ford Ral P
iy b 1ee, Gl na,., Hat D, aetal w, £ Gjpie
L L - P e _: rE A "?
h A fou f- ,g_r'r:,_._“ - 7 3 kor. oo, [ T O Gl #7722 Nows ), &t I ?‘ \?
/ " -
B ; i
. . . -’ L M g o i ’
| lernt M- Wy Gy T cdla, & bo Aheile, A o, A= ay) tben aty A ;i::l"
& hes A L A—N o W T Saa
iy Ny 0, "?-'11.4:_. ir ¢\ - faa fRAdca. JYY- B Pl Sy Ly i =
! : 5 . .
- o e s A2 AT Teony Akr TrPr. fee p LS . el
4 S ¥l :4.:_ A ey, Mo fidtes ! 30 N . £zt b
: £, ) Aad arenta
g L = e _. o I #
{,,_’ /2 3 }r'.*'rr Thaf- he La) ibrewdicy) [Ra r e
Inimpads ol T : 5 i
¢ < At eedilie
"{,a f- :‘:_- e b e ﬁ’u‘-«ﬂ.(c»/ o A |l£4-_-‘ 3 & ,‘,—. ‘... L+“ 1 J:.—_‘ R é
At L = o
T fowgma L ....J'\"B- ce Ffop.swo :—»._u-. pogmie " % .
.-' nr '-f:..«-—;' The M T 0. por BT freve. A 2 St Sl adarn B g .

i da site Ao s dad ) 1 5a) G JOR/L/IPS/10/409 s 5

http://www.qdl.ga/4z »V/archive/81055/vdc_100036337735.0x00004a ;i )il sk 458 o (ya se!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100036337735.0x00004a?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

=

el g) ol slaied) 1 o AN Al (Y g3adl Y AVF/YIY 0 Q8 Cile
(FEEITV) [o70] (S Cpmea

o
T 4
b v, g - v
o
Q aan
I.I
+
,"j ’ F ra &
c vy Faeofe ol ‘3; A 7 * &
» P p e ; Spis e e .
| (T £ .f;./{r:ff'ff#’frb Ha. -[b‘-"'ﬁ /i
RN ’
' e ‘g £ A A
N fown, W, AF 8124y IF L oD
o
L ]
!

AT ] T 4 4 e
§ G ltinds M /{ Vi, v \ff

leg indry W t-’bﬁmd, Honalios ﬁ ‘
{
l
‘.

LN ¢ | I
. J dle N {ruead .:"’ A L.d}} —c,:r
i K- H frued- Worumts b M-
ot i q = / . ¢ g
by - ;‘;\ IMworlone v Mustions .-2: Al Wedond
:'5 (- Y 1(‘ ¥ i\ d ’ 1 ro
) g 14015 Vs ;o . g gl e
|__’._. 5 JIAN "-9__ e - Ko . Daggead ;{‘i‘{- ' 4 .-n.m.-'?
i) , ,
s 4. A rhd” £ lene »'ffw-q —L’—’f A,
' I

E g P g & ; )

,-f 3 - o n"ftf/.‘l‘_ frv f—ﬂ = Tiea) ”545% -1‘.,; el

2

"" o . /
v L War o Gdvema | @ ‘Z}J’ LY

ol /"{:Ar(, ik £ {;’;u M &

! - - [
B | T 1 .l y E: g ¥ g !"‘7 4
@D T, V.1l bl e € £ Lot fu

-

+ a‘f £ 3 hupng. '{,": e v:f{' “r\ 'f;""'{-'\'-&-‘(.r

f *
. 7 & J= - / {
iif_' Alahkdol, Ad\ 70 & Jur K e

Ve ia giia da S dand ) 1y Ga [OR/L/PS/10/409 :pa s

http://www.qdl.ga/4z »l/archive/81055/vdc_100036337735.0x00004b :dsai )il jhad 4i€a o (ya se!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100036337735.0x00004b?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

=

Jhaial g) el a1 o Al Al oY g3adl VAV Y/FRY 0 Q) Cile
(FEE/TA) [Bre] (Ll (e

i )1 P i . !
P N ok K (oapedtbnia, f r f
i -t i |
lefing o, b”:_?‘--; o ik N fgne n A
2 T S P fo
5{\34.-:' i K L wfla, . W bk deem l
fhae hlond € Ghldn £ £ o il 4
E . R : : -
'ffu" M . ke L fmufuf:, Metln of
fﬁg rad J‘fJ’ f:fd d,:, ;:‘.q;du’.{. Frirne,
3 ! ’J
Z\? 51%.4(‘ g}'.;f\bi-{_ é ._.‘_-'],-'{, e w, e f -
v
Ochory 9y W | ¢ K- K204 s
trdsbeu r e g
b (10Lied & Y vabon Pivimom Y
Jurna : ;
E“fcm"““;"l‘ M vv;-f mi If W  Coiolerice

"{P:\"r"{. "‘:mr?l{, 4 -:'T-/IJ“-"'_.‘.. I(-_'j' wvile Guaned,

-~ r |‘.‘ o rd .! ]
bdiimad F L fhil ondl Hni ik

s gibe e oSa mt ) 1) Ga JOR/L/PS/10/409 1aa el

http://www.qdl.ga/4x »l/archive/81055/vdc_100036337735.0x00004C :imd il ki 458 o (el



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100036337735.0x00004c?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

Jhaial g) el a1 o Al Al oY g3adl VAV Y/FRY 0 Q) Cile
(FEE/79) [s%7] (U ira

# s (T

Vi RRULL
Ia any forther communicaiion Y-
b qn tho sukject, plesse quote ‘I\.-‘ 1
arm
Xo. E?‘r’:a'f; ls.l.. :
Foreicr OrFFiC
ond aidseas—

— December 28th, 1914.

The Under-Soc
F

| & N ! :
- V-l
- e
glir:-
u With reference to my letter of the 8th of CGetober
_':B.J.J & r
N lagt, regarding the negotiatlons for the purchase of J
certain islands in the Persian Gull, I am dlirected Dy |
Secretary Sir Edward Grey to tramsmit to you, herewlth,
to be lald before the Marquess of Crewe, & copy of a \
(1% \
iﬁjr/” despatch from His lajesty's lilnister at Teheran on the
{5, vl v
S ¢
MRS ubject.
%J-\/ &fo gubje }
# l_\c\f 8ir E. Grey would be glad to learn the views of L
) ‘
Lord Crewe ag to what further steps should be taken in !
the matter. T,
i I am, \
Blr,
Your most otedlent,
; humble Servant,
".
The Under Secretary of State, .
k India Office. :
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Novenber 12th, 1814. ;

5 Bir:- NP 'Jr'
1 mich regret to have 1o report that the recent
progress of the negotiations Ior the purchase oI the

islands in the Perslan culf off Bander Abbas nave been

L
= i

most unsatisfactory in their resulte, which 18 egpecially
dicheartening seelng that the proposal when first BuUD=-
mitted to the late Minister for Foreign Affalrs, Vossugh-

ed-Dowleh, to the present Prime Minister, pustofi el-
] &

T p— o ff—. .

Vemalek, and to the present Minister for Forelgn Affaire,
Ala es Saltaneh, appeared to meev with a much more favour-

able reception than I had anticipated would be the case,

Upon receipt of your telegram No.262 of the Tth
ultimo, I presented & memorandum in French to the Minister
£or Forelsmn Affairs, of wnich I have thé honour to

enclose a copy, gsetting forth the very favourable col=

ditions upen which His Majesty's Government Wes prepared
+to negotiate for the purchase oI the gaid Islands,

Nothing in the manner in which Ala es Saltaneh

recelved
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received the memorandum led me to suppose that there was

T4

any change in His Highness' sattitude towards the pro-

' “ posal, and I was promised an early answer, for which I ;
1
3 5 . - & Y .I
pressed in consequence of the urgent nature of certain !
financial arrangements which the Persian Government found
itself called upon to ke in order to avelc lisaster
o answer having been returned to the lMemorandum, g |
I sought an interview with the Prime nister, at which

Forelegn Affeirs and Finance, for the purpcse of examinin

=

[’
¥
¥
e _f—

the finamncisl situation, with a view to seelng whether
or not the Gendarmerie could be maintained; 1n order to
discues the proposal made by the Persian Goverrment
respecting the revemues of the Southern Customs and a

new advance Trom the Britlsh and Russlan Governments
which forme the subject of an accompanying despatch: and
to escertaln definitely the views of the Cablinet respect-

ing the sale of the Islands.

I pointed out that you, Sir, could not fall to be
digappolinted, 1T not seriously amnnoyed, at the attitude
adopted by the Government in lgnoring our proposal o

provide money in return for something tangible in the

place
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have been

place of the usual shadowy promises that

accepted in the past, end in meking instead a most un-

) reasonsble proposal without on this occaslon even
attempting to hint at any gecurity for the suggested
advance. As it was evident that the Minister of Finance
wae st the back of the group in the Cabinet that is
nostile to the purchase proposal, 1 turned my attentlion J
more especlially to that notoriously corrupt official, and

| told him in very plain langusge that as long as &
Liniéter of his celibre remasined at the head oI the
financial Administretion Persia need not expect that any
money would be forthcoming from either Great Eritain or
Russia. I let liochtesham es Saltaneh know clearly that I
am fully conversant with the intrigues of himself and
hie Secretary General, by means of which they hope 1o
sow discord smong their Belglan employees end so to get
g larger control of the finances ol the couniry into

tneir own hands, the road from which to their pockets 1s

a short one.
I then turned to the Prime Minlster and told His
Eighness that I could not submit thie Iresh unreasonable

proposel for financial assistance to you, Sir, unlees I

could

o S
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it the same time that the Cabinet wee consider-

ing in & favourable spirit the proposal I had submitted ;
| for the purchase of the Islands, MNustofi el Mamalek

after some heeitation, which was not unnatural seeing
that the proposal had previously been well entertained by

him, said that the scheme wae one that was of such vital

importance to FPersia, since 1t concerned the sale of a
portion of her territory, that ‘the rovernment could not

ssence of the Medjlise which

deal with 1t without the p

would meet in a very short time. | l

I then pressed the Prime liln
- i gesurance that the measure would be lald before the
Medjliss as soon as it assembled, and would recelve the
gtrong support of the Cabinet. Mostofl el Mamalek would
not conmit himself to this, and sald that he must con- |
gult his colleagues, two of the most importamt of whom

were present. I was consequently Dy no means surprised
[ 8 'l ‘_f

}wfclf"f" to receive a thoroughly unsatisfactory memorandum of

which T have the honour to enclose & translation couched
in vague language that carefully avolde the question at i
issue,

It is of emall real value to report that Ala es

Baltaneh

i da site Ao s dad ) 1 5a) G JOR/L/IPS/10/409 s 5
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »V/archive/81055/vdc_100036337735.0x00005b :dzad il ki 4i€a e (g el



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100036337735.0x00005b?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

S5

el g) ol slaied) 1 o AN Al (Y g3adl Y AVF/YIY 0 Q8 Cile
(Fee/ot) [BEr] (Lol e

H s e e Sa Bnd ) 1L Ga [OR/L/PS/10/409 el
http://www.qdl.ga/4x: »l/archive/81055/vdc_100036337735.0x00005¢ :dmd il ki 458 e (a0 el



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100036337735.0x00005c?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

é Jltial g) o) a1 ) A" Y g all (VAVY/FRY e L8 Cala

(Fee/00) [5¢£] (S coma

e *——l-‘r-—-

1y da site Ao s dad ) 1 5a) G JOR/L/IPS/10/409 s 5
http://www.qdl.qa/4s »l/archive/81055/vdc_100036337735.0x00005d A il jlad 4 e (4 ye!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100036337735.0x00005d?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

el g) ol slaied) 1 o AN Al (Y g3adl Y AVF/YIY 0 Q8 Cile
(Fee/on) [BE €] (Ll Cma

o

™

5

ay

s gibe e oSa mt ) 1) Ga JOR/L/PS/10/409 1aa el
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »V/archive/81055/vdc_100036337735.0x00005€ :dsai )il sk 458 e (ya se!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100036337735.0x00005e?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

==

Sl ) el laiad 1om il IRl 0¥ g 3all VAV F/FRY 0 B Cila
(FE£/0V) [t 0] (Jail Coma

Memorandum handed to the lMinister for Foreign Affairs,

October 14th, 1614.

) Y Gulahek,

ce 12 octobre, 1914,

A plusieurs reprises ces temps dernlers Leurs
Altesses le Président du Conseil et le Minlstre dee
Affaires Etrangéres ont saisi le Ministre d'Angleterre de
la situation pénible dane laquelle se trouve le Gouverne-
ment Impérial de Perse & cause de la penurie d'argent et |
des grans frals encouris pour le maintien de la l
Gendarmerie Gouvernementale et de 1'Administration ‘
financiére, deux services qul sont tout-a-falt essentlels,
afin de garantir le bon ordre dans le pays el une gestion

satisfaisante des ressources Iinancléres, L'attentlon r

du Ministre de la Grande Bretagne a été en méme temps

attirée sur le fait que la guerre qui sevit sl mal-

heureusement en Europe, est vemnu ajouter aux difficultes

budgetaires de la Perse en ce que, au moins momentaire-
ment, les revenus des Douanes ont sensiblement diminué.
I1 a 6té en plus demontré par des tableaux dressés par i
Monsieur Mornard, 1l'ex-trésorier général, que les revenus

du paye ne sufflsent pae actuellement aux dépenses qu

doivent
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dolvent &tre encourues. e !
8ir Walter Townley n'a pas manque d'attirer l'atten=-
' tion de son Gouvernement sur ce déplorable état de
]

choses, en ajoutant que lee susdite Minlstres du Gouverne-

ment Impédrial l'avalient prié de demander & Blr E. Grey sl
le Gouvernement Britamnique ne seralt pas disposé de }
A

venir encore une fols en aide & la Perse par le moyen

d'une nouvelle avance. Le Couvernement de Sa liajesté

!

Eritannique a repondu & cet appel en falsant une nouvelle J

avance de £50,000 destinde & l'entretien de la Gendarmerie l

Gouvernementale dans les provinces de Fare et Kerman, ou \

les intéréts Britammiques sont les plus importants,
P

- - Daommndd +mi <+ P v " p—— - r y  gvyy PP
Il paraitrait toutefeols que ce secours n'a pas suffi

a améliorer la situastion et l'attention de B5ir Walter

i
Townley a été de nouveau attirde sur 1'état vraiment
désespéré dee finances persanes. Salsl encore une fols
i | des difficultes de la Ferse 5ir E. Grey a repondu que le
A %uﬂ
“’i'éu? ! | Gouvernement de Ba lajesté Britannigue ne saurait faire i
ﬂa’i‘:ﬁ% ﬂf’.‘.'za./l
fgzgif ‘ une sutre avance. Il suggére pourtant dque, el la Ferese a
# .-"_‘ .
eg%;ffﬁﬁi ' _ . i .
_gf vraiment besoin d'argent, elle devralt se décider A&
4 faire un sacrifice de son cdté pour s'en procurer. Il y i
| & quelque temps que Sir E. Grey avalt proposé au Gouverne-
- §

ment
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t Couvernement Fersan de vendre lees bijoux de la Couromne,

1t actuel n'est pes favorable
pour une telle vente et 1l propose maintenant au
rouvernement lnmpérisl de vendre 4 la Grande Bretagne

ceria

1es 1les qul se trouvent dans le golfe Persique A&

proximité de Funder Abbas, & savolr, Hormuz, Kishm, Larak,

et Bheikh Shuailb.

Le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté est prét &4 donner & | J

la Perse £300,000 (solt environ Tomans 1,880,000 au cours

actuel) argent comptant pour les ilee sus-nonmées, et de
rayer la dette de la Perse a la Grande Bretagne qui
remonte aujourd'hul 4 £750,000 (solt environ tomans
4,977,000) qul coutent a la Perse plus de £50,000 (soit
tomans 300,000) par an, frals d'intérétes et d'amortisse-
ment.

C'est & dire cue le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté se

declare prét 4 domner & la Perse pour les Iles une somme I

d'argent qui équivaudrait

, 81 1'on coneidére l'intérét

gu'il y aurailt 4 pe

270,000 (tomans 420,000) par an, et la Perse n'aura plus 4 |

rembourser
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est de £490,000, A ralson de £100,000 (tomans 600,000)

4+
per an, dans deux moitiés égales et que le premler verse-
it faire le Jer julllet de l'anmée prochaine.
qu'i éja it de ,000 sur le service

des emprunts garantis sur les douanes du sud pour lee

deux derniers mois, 11 est probable que le Gouverneme

)
T
Fie
—
-

Persan se trouvera génd de falre le remboursement aes

avances dans les conditlons actuelles.

" l

e __—-r-,‘—-c“—-

s gibe e oSa mt ) 1) Ga JOR/L/PS/10/409 1aa el
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »V/archive/81055/vdc_100036337735.0x000065 4z )il sk 4i€a e (ya se!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100036337735.0x000065?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

=

el g) ol slaied) 1 o AN Al (Y g3adl Y AVF/YIY 0 Q8 Cile
(FEE/TE) [BEA] (Ll Cra

" s gk i o dmd ) ) Ga JOR/L/PS/10/409 1 sall
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »l/archive/81055/vdc_100036337735.0x000066 :dzai il sk 458 e (ya se!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100036337735.0x000066?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

-5

Shaial g) o) laiad 1 ol Al oY 3l VAV F/FRY e Q) Cile
T P2
(F€£/10) [559] (Ul Cra

Translatlon,

In reply to the

Excellercy the Eritish

unsigned memorandum of His

inister addressed w0 the Persian

Foreign Office on Cctoter 12th the Minister for Forelgn i

Affairs has the honour to refer His Excellency to the

various verbal communications recently de respectin f

the present fina of the Perslan . |

Govermment I
s pointed out t | J

note of October 27Tth the l

the Britlish Minister

British Government Lo

+*ha Parseia
une 2

-

Ol

views the latter.

Britieh

firstly

ue

the natural

e i
country,

ystem, &

of order for the good

who 18

ncial difficulties to draw the attention of the

Minister ie well aware that the

al stralts of the Per

to the recent years of

result of the

nd to the expenses lncurred in

the unsatisfactory conditlien of l

give personal support Lo the ‘

glan Government are

Tne

trouble in

0l

change the old
the regtoratlion

of forelgn and internal
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For this object the Feresia overnment

undertake heavy expenses in despatchi

ent parts ol the country. Hle Excel

were obliged to

ng Iforces to differ-

lency is also well

-
cquainted with the other difficulties wh the Persl
pvernment had to meet. Whe the Fersiar L were
free g difficulties, the) ried to put the security r
of the country o firm bagi ¢ Gendarmerie was |
X e large L ol priey Wae t for that !
Fhgelal=i 20 I'eBul of the NOATYTer L anrnot oce | J
=F ¥ AR =) VY
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Secondly, the grave commerclal crisis in Persis is }

due to the present war unfortunately

rreatly affected the Custons
v

that the Govermment may not te able

ties oul oI the Custows revenues which are the securlty

for the recent loans and advances. In view of these facte
the attention of the British Minister was drawn, in the

10 the financia

Excellency no doubt concurs with me 1

to meet its liablli-

l crisie. His

hat the contents of

his memorandum must have surprised and grieved the Persiasn |
'
Government. The Minister for Foreign feels sure
R
: i
that vl
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et the British Government, who h

occaslions g£lven their esincere support to Persia

ive on more difficult

wauld

not take advantage of the Persian finamcial difficultles t

and make such proposals which the Persiar overnment

wou I unable to accept and if accepted would bring her

face to ce witl ore serious crisis. |
4

It is true that after the opening ol the lLeJliss

+ avarnmert 1= hldezec ud + +he T OVE of 1} |

the /ernment is obliged, wlth the approval of the |

Chamber, to find new resources to meet the budget deflici- Jl

encies as well as the neceesary expenses, but for the

immedliate and necessary expenses 1

ajesty'e Government for substantl

Government the British Minister will bring the facts to

the notice of Hils Government and w

energetic measures with a view 1o

Government

BInnAYT nf 4 27
Bupport oI the E

crisis in this country.

Forelen Office,

Teheran,

November 1lst, 1914,

t looks 1o His Britannic

al support,

The Ale-es-Sultaneh feels confldent that after care-

ulties of the Persian

111 not fall to take

obtalning ghe elncere

in removing the present
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Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.— Reeeived Oetober 31, 125 Anc)

Tehran, October 30, 1914
{No. 31."}.) (Oetaber 30, 12:30 M)

YOUR telegram No. 265 of 27th October : Swedish gendarmerie.

After conversation with Minister for Foreign Affairs on Wednesday I requested to
see Ain-ed-Dowleh and the President of the Council together yesterday. We had
conversation of over two hours, at which Minister of Finance was present. I
represented that, unless money was at once fortheoming and reliable assurances given
for the future regular payment of gendarmerie, Swedish officers had decided at once
to present their resignations. I made a communication in the sense of your above-
mentioned telegram, and pointed out that, instead of answering my memorandum
embodying the proposals of His Majesty's Government for the purchase of certain
islands in Persian Gulf, Minister for Foreign Affairs had addressed me officially, asking
that all payments on southern customs should be suspended for one year and a joint
advanee of 3,000,000 tomans (about 500,0001.) ghould be made to Persia by Great Britain
and Russia. A pious hope that things may mend is the only security offered for the
future repayment of advance and for Tesumption of payments due from the southern

customs.

1 said that I refused to submit such a proposal unless I received some satisfactory
assurance that sale of islands would be carried through. President of the Council put
in a sentimental pleading on the grounds that Great Britain has always helped Persia,
who has nobedy but her to rely on. I refused to listen to such arguments.

President of Council then said that question of sale of the islands eould not be
treated until the Medjliss assembled in a few days, and after much discussion agreed
that he would to-morrow lay the question before the Cabinet and let me know if the
Ministars would undertake to press its conclusion upon the Medjliss as soon as it meets.
I answered that until I received his reply T would not submit quite unacceptable request
for a further advance to your consideration.

Representative of the Swedes called on me this morning.

On my telling him that I saw no prospect of money being forthcoming, he said
that he and his comrades would send in their resignations, and that orders would be
sssued for the withdrawal of the men on the roads to their cenires in order that their

arms may be collected.

{1002 —1324]
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CONFIDENTIAL,

Sir W. Tows ey to Sur Edward Grey.— fl"- eived Oetober 28, 1°35 F.M.)

Teleran, October 28, 1914.
(\- 413, Confident ;|!.) (October 28, 10 AML) J
YOUR telegram No. 260 of 27th October.
I much regret that in confusion of move to town I forgot to report that Mivister
e i1

of Finance had offered to renew 8
that I could not without 1 t
of our nég {‘l.'.![--n:% respecting the ¥
longer secret since I broached the question officially b Minister for Foreign Affairs.

1002—1202]
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3 CONFIDENTTAL

Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received October 24, 3°15 p.u.)

Tehran, October 24, 1914. J
{No. 311.) (October 24, 10 a.m.) .
YOUR telegrams No, 201 of 18th October and No. 263 of 20nd October : Persian

loan of 1911.

Matter is under consideration and I am pressing it hard, but the present Cabinet

is very invertebrate.

[1002—1055]
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a ghould be returned to the Foreign Office when done with unless
required for official use.]

2 '~ Departmentel.

\ Cypher telegram to bir W. Townley {Llehran)
i Foreign Office, October 1Bth, 1914. 1.40 p.m,
ho,261, S J, [ndt?
! Lop Y e
(60254 ) .-3971,(1 ;
Your telegram lo,297 (of October Sthi

[ o
o0

. If means are not Tound to meet deflciency - possibly

amounting to £15626 - in service of Imperial Ferslan Loan

1911 on 15th November next, and payment of coupon has to |
be passed, Persian Government's credit, already low, will
: be most seriously damaged and position of Hils hajesty's
~ Government will be gravely affected in Southern Persia.
lioreover, passing of coupon would inevitably have damaging
effect on influence and credit of Imperial Bank,
while ag separate transactlon to make good deficit
would be open to objection, His kajesty's Government and
Government of India mizht agree to 1t as part of scheme
A for purchasing the islands in the Gulf,

If Persian Covernment show disposition to bargain

(3%'_9 over offer in my telegram No.252 (of 5th October) the two
% Governments mizht agree to make themselves responsible for

. finding balance of November coupon - & sum which would be
worth far more than its cash value to the Persian Government
P 4T 1t saved their credit. Additional argument lles in

. fact that disposal of islands in manner proposed should
obviate any future difficulty in meeting coupons since all
prior charges onbouthern customs will be removed,

Time i1s of importance and you should therefore prees
questions of islande and of necesslty of meeting next
coupon in above sense,
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A Theure actuelle la Trésorerie se trouve en face d'un arriéré
d'avances & rembourser i bréve échéance, pour I'apurement desquels
ME guffisants.

principanx payements i effectuer zont :

I

litda de la gend re e . ..

arridrds Jes Cosiues i o s -
mensunlitds de la Cour .. e e - .
du couronnement . ‘e e ..
i @&ma@wm-wwm [

. que pensions, erdances diverses ..
' Bnmhnumtw:.dﬂ:blnqwihddudnuhiﬂﬂ .

NppmpRs
STF

A ajouter les avances réclamées par les provinoes et mﬂmqwl:ohuzm
hu:m E?ﬁfﬂtea (par l;ng:m. l.'J’Mm-. Boroud jerd, Kermanehah). .
Total ey T xa

Les chiffres que _j'indique sont fixés de mémoire globaleme

tent qu'nn minimum des payements urgents qui incombent &

11 y & environ deux mois, j'avais insisté vivement au Conseil d

que des mesures s jent prises sans délai pour éviter la crise actuelle.
la rentrée des impéts, qui n'a lien que plus tard, jindiquais &

'il fallait présentement avoir recours i des ressources extra
embarras la Trésorerie; je rappelais que T'année dernibre, &
Gouvernement avait trouvé 500, dmunemﬂmntioom'tﬂmﬁ'

un dgfl‘imt de 750,000 't.olmaua avait été constaté if . fin de l'exerci
ajoutais que, vu l'accroissement progressif des revenus

ala poam'lt‘lrbgndﬁ crleer %: nmveﬁux ?n? , la Trésorerie ,.

peut-étre o I'année Dars-Il, =i vait disposer 'ur

&Fuﬁimira de 1,500,000 tomans, que je propcmsnlgude rechercher :

Dans un petit emprunt {avances i conrte échéance) ; o,

— (L) Dans la concession des mines de Kerman ;
i;DmJamtq d"une partie des bijoux de la couronne ;

(4.) Dans un grand emprunt important i V'étranger.
1honorable Conseil me fit entendre qu'il n'était pas- e d
mdre g i E possible

4

de Ia couronne, mais que la concession des mines
au Gouvernement, sous forme d'avance, une somme de 10,0008

er pour le mi
el gage dd
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R ia requented that in any further comma
om thin subgecl the smder-mentionsd Lol
ke may be guoted, and the reply add

The Under Seeretary of State for bndin, WHITEHALEL,

INDIA OFFICE,

Political Hn;n':?mrﬂ; [ 4 ) _b LONDON. S W
i B, S Ll12 = LONDON, S.W,
) WP 3835/14 LemseR e o e
e e 18th October 1814. 1
coPY . g
1ot A

Sir.

I am directed by the Secretary of State for In‘ia
to acknowledge the receipt of your lstter of the 12th
inst. No. 57745 regarding the possibility that the Per-
gian Covernment may be unable to meet the November
coupon of the public loan of 1811.

The Marguess of Crewe agrees that, for the reasons

given by the Imperial Bank, it is very desirable to l
avert this contingeney; and though as a separate trans- L
action the proposal that H.M.G. should make good any ‘

dgficit would doubtless be open to objection, he would
be prepured to agree to it as part of the scheme for
purchasing the islands. If, as seems likely, the Per-
gian Govermment show u disposition to bargain over

the offer made in Sir E. Orey's telegram No.252 of the i
5th inst. to H.M. Minister, Tehran, His lLordship would
suggest that before ine_reasing it by the proposal of
an annuity, M.M.Government should offer to make them-
selves responsible for finding the halance of the

November coupon. The sum, though not large in itself,

ie worth considerably more than its cash value to the
Persian Government if it saves their credit. At the same
time the faet that by selling the islands in the man-
ner proposed any future difficulty in meeting the
coupons will be diminished -- eince all prior charges

on the Scuthern Customs will be removed -- might be used
as an argument to induce the Persian Governmment to

The Under Secretary of Stade, close

FOREIGN OFFICE,
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J . close with the offer. E
If Sir K. Grey approves this course, I am to
suggest that Sir W. Toumley shonld be instructed to
proceed with the least possible delay.
Lord Crewe is disposed to think that it would
be well to earn the Imperial Bank confidentially of the
preposal to cancel the Persian debts to H.M. Covermment

and the Government of India, us it may considerably

Jfor them to cancel their agreement of the 26th May

1910 with the Persian Covernment.

i

|

affect their arrangements. Moreover it will be necessary J
T have thé honour to bhe, ‘

Sir,

Your most ohedient Servant
4
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VICEROY, FOREIGN DEPARTMENT.
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5-21 69/14. Forgicy OFFICE I |

October Tth, 1914.

Bir:- 1
| JU 00T 1914
With reference %0 your letter P.2666 of the-13th

|~ of July - on which no action was taken as the question

s was being discussed orally by the Marquess of Crewe and T
v i
(1 ’?é' Bir Edward Grey - I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward g
Grey 10 transmlt to you, herewlth, coples of correspond- l
o 3 ence exchanged with Messrs. F. Strick and Company Limited ‘
W _N;i.“ regarding the possible acquisition by them of a new
contract with the Perslan Govermment.
Sir E. Grey 1s of opinion that complications
regarding the controversy between lMessrs. Strick and
Messrs. Elllnger might be materially lessened,if not

completely avolded, if the questlon of Messrs. Strick's

new contract could be deferred until a decision regarding

the lslands shall have been arrived at between His
Majesty's Government and the Persian Government. Bubject

to Lord Crewe's concurrence, Sir E. Grey would propose to
inform

The Under Secretary of State, !/
India Office.
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o

inform His Majesty's Minister at Teheran to this
effect,
It is a matter for consideration whether the best

method of procedure in the matter of the islands would

—
L
e

not be for a lease to be granted by the Persian Govern-

ment to Messrs, Strick and Messrs. Ellinger jointly, or
To other British nationals provided that such British
subjects gave adequate assurances to His Majesty's
Government that the latter's interests should be satls-

factorily safeguarded.

Your most obedient,

humble Servant,
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I am directed by Secretary Glr Edward Grey Lo
B . 1 1 # Y 1 4 . " 5 Y 3 .
AIL0IT YOUu Wiay LB lhEa ] vy 8 L1 L € w Lelleran INAE '
requested that the following message from Lir, Kaclean
T il n % ’ & - i i 42 g
4l OQOPPUIGULLLY & -"...L.t:n-. may 4. resune lneguulis=

"tions for new oxlide contract?®.

I am to teke thie opportunity to exprees &S1r

e ) g, S pr—

irey's hope that you may find 1t possible to arrive
|
at an understanding with Messrs. Llllnger snd Compeny
in which case such a contract might be of considerable
benefit to British interests in the Fersl 11
L]
rentlemen,

our mostv obedlient,

Messrs., F. C. Strick and Company, Limited.
Baltic louse,

Leadennall Street,

Lelva
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Cepy.

(52169)
) y
No.48457/14.

September

HOUSE,

LEADENHALL STREET,

LONDUI .

22nd, 1914.

eir:-
'.J‘;..\ﬂ’-s A'I'..Ei 'u‘\..L._JH'.
@ have the honour to acknowledge recelpt of your

letter of the 15th instant,
40 us the message from our
liaclean.

We are quite prepared

tract, provided same can be

and thank you for forwarding

Teheran Agent, Wr. H., W,

to negotiate for a new con-

arranged on reasonable

Lerms.

In regerd %0 the latter paragrapi of your letter,

referring to lessrs. Ellinger and Company's clalms, we
beg to state that the cables exchanged between us and

Mir. Maclesn between 29th May and 1éth June, 1914,

coples of which we had the honour +0 send you on 9th

and 17th of the latter month, express our views as to

th

Ve have,
For Frank C. Strick and Company, Limited.
(5igned) Frank C. Strick.

&C.y

The Under Secretary of State,
Forelgn Office.

\ EY “ - . . R - -
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Decypher of telegram from Sir W. Townley, Teheran.
October 9th, 1914.
(d. October 9th. 3.30 p.m. r. 3.30 p.m.)
No.29T7. (R).

1
e

Your telegram No.252 of October Tth.

No progress has been made.
I can now press matter on 1lines of your definite

proposal.

______,__.-_
PR i ] e, sl —

e

-
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CONFIDENTIAL.

Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley (Tehran)

(No. 252.) Forcign Office, October T, 1914, 1140 por.

YOUR telegram No. 281 of 24th September : Persian finance.

Have Pers

His Majes
il financial needs are as impéerative as has been -I-'k-i\'lc-|| present moment would not
be inopportune.

I would propose that His Majesty's Government should pay down a lump sum of
300,000L, to the Persian Government, and
to Ureat DBritain 1 India, which at P
means Persian Government would have ased
at present earmarked for interest a imortisation of the debt, which, with the
interest on the 300,000, represents a payment of over 70,000L a year for the islands.

n Cabinet come to any decision about the islands ?

s Lrovernment are prepare d to discuss the 1estion at any time, and

Persia’s indebtedness
TO0, 0001, ]5_\' this

same Lime eanc
1L amounts o

a sum of over J",‘_ﬂ_?| i, Per ammuim,

S ‘-_—-H ——
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CONFIDFNTIAL | ‘n,. 3

-

Sir W. Tmf“:ri{-’y to Sir Edward "’r'."r'.rg.—= Received -Qr-;lh-rrrilh'l' 25, 1225 -\.H,)

Tehran, September 24, 1914,

No. 281) (September 25, 9°30 r.aw) 1

I COMMUNICATED to Minister for Foreign Affairs yesterday the contents of
your telegram No. 231 of 22nd September. His Highuess, who, in spite of reiterated
warnings, has always assured both the last and the present Cabinets that His Majesty’s
Government would never desert Persia in her hour of dire financial need, was prostrated.
ﬁs&id that the Cabinet must resign, and that no one would be found to take their

Ces.

His Highness considered that sale of Crown jewels would be insufficient to-day,
as they could not be sent abroad, and probably no purchaser would be forthcoming,
He said that he would talk over the question of the islands with Cabinet, and seemed 'l

s 4

to think it a possible way of raising money if the British offers were made more
attractive than that submitted to his predecessor, but said that it would have to be
sanctioned by the Medjliss.

Prime Minister, to whom I spoke on the subject some days ago, replied in the
same sense.

1 Road robberies on a larger scale are recommencing, and, if disorders ensue upon
the dishandment of the gendarmerie, it is probable that Russian troops will have to be
called in to preserve peace.

At the same time it is impossible to recommend upon economic grounds that more
monag should be lent, and T cannot conscientiously say that I feel sure that if lent it
would not be wasted.

Conditions attached to loan of 300,000 tomans, to which allusion is made in
Petrograd telegram No. 437 of 22nd Beptember, entail Persian Government taking
over a debt of 2,000,000 tomans due to Russian Bank. The soundness of the securities
given for this debt is being examined.

P i e, S l—

1931—1370]
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Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 28, 11 p.M.)
{No. 463.) Petrograd, September 28, 1914,
YOUR telegram No. 780 of 22nd September. ¥ i
Aide-mémorre received from Russian Government states that, apart from considera- T
! tiona previously suggested hy them as to sale of Crown jewels, they think such sale |
now impracticable. They raise no objection to aale or lease of islands off Bunder ‘
Abbas. ’ B /. ’ . . , : y |
In making this communication Minister for Foreign Affairs said again that, in
turn, all he asked was that we should not interfere with him in the north. |
.

D e R P,

—

[681—1607 |
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CUNFIDENTIAL
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Sir . Buchanan to Sir Edward "a'rf'_r;,—-f“r'rg'r'nmr. Se IrJrf'm.h.'r 25, 630 AM.)
Petrograd, September 24, 1914,
{No. -%4—9.} - 5 (September 25, 310 a.m.) r |
YOUR telegram No. 780 of 22nd September and second paragraph of your

ieiegram No. 231 of 22nd September to Tehran : Persian finances. |
) 4 x.apulie; very 1:uminle:1m:1,_ll_v to Minister for Foreign Affairs as instructed. I
His Excellency said he had no objections to our purchasing islands or to anything |
which we liked to do in Southern Persia if only we would keep quiet about North ‘
Persia.
4
]
i
H
|
1
| 931—12381 )
!
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Cypher Telegram to Sir . Townley (Tehran)

Forelgn Offlce, September 22nd. 1914, 10.50.p.r.

Ho. 231.

Your telegram lio. 275 (of 19th. September).

le comot advance money under prescnt circumstances
and Persian Govermment rmust face the flnancisnl situation
by such methods as are apen to them.

Sale of Crown Jewels is one such method. Another
resource would be to lease or sell to us the Islands off

Bunder Abbes as we proposed a few months ago and ¢

Liornard suggested to the Persian Governnent.
: Repeated to Sir G. Buchanan (Petrograd) Hao. T79.
Cypher Telegran tqg Sir G. Hichanan {Petrograd)
" Porelgn Office. Septerber 22nd. 1914, 11.0.D.M.
HNo. T80.

8ir 1. Townley's No. 275 and my telegram lNo. 3/
to hinm.

You should inform Minister for Forelgn Affairs very
confidentially and say that we can see no other way in

which the Persian Government can get financial asslet-

ance. The Islands do not affect the mainland in any way;

the administrative connexion of these islands with
Persia scarcely exlsts and we do not regard them as gilv-
ing us any more footing in Persia itself, British

subjects hold concessions in them.

Repeated to Sir W. Townley, No. 232.
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. —— 'he fearetary to the dovermnent of India
the roreign nnd relitiaal Pepartment, Simla,

iy Selegram No, Béd July BOth. Amgleo-Persis® 041 ‘

Company are sendiing more anid unknown engimeers to Kishm !

and 1 have mo inatru ~'.1nnn.l Laser blue priute show that

inister Eaays: Toheran belioves Persimn povernment nre
i.‘_ g

alreandy aware of potentialites EAide: Kishm nné that

songenlment uselena,
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the Forel Office, No. 26231, dated 5th ultimo whic

I have just received. I heard f r. Biscoe the |
17th instant that Mr. Langdale of the Anglo-Persian 01l
Company ing ri t Klshm, d commence 11ling
operations for oil in the vicinity of Salagh. I asl !
Trevor fo 1lar rtal that the glo-
Perslan 011 Company h been rushing their Manager 1

harge, Mr. GI wood, o e Mohammerah ch, to

e 1te 3D atlon which I lescribed 2 more

ambitious than ordinary prospectling operations. I

have been informed that the Admiralty had instructed

Admiral Pelrse to glve all posslible asslstance towards

the safe landing of the stores at Henjam. It appears
of grimqim;u“:wnnﬂl in view of letter first quoted, to

yi. s gibe e oSa mt ) 1) Ga JOR/L/PS/10/409 1aa el
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »V/archive/81055/vdc_100036337735.0x0000a1 ;i il ki 4i€a e (ya e



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100036337735.0x0000a1?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

-

Jhaial g) el a1 o Al Al oY g3adl VAV Y/FRY 0 Q) Cile
(FEE/VYE) [BYA] (a3l (e

Y1) s gibe e oSa mt ) 1) Ga JOR/L/PS/10/409 1aa el
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »V/archive/81055/vdc_100036337735.0x0000a2 ;i il ki 458 e (ya e



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100036337735.0x0000a2?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

-

el g) ol slaied) 1 o AN Al (Y g3adl Y AVF/YIY 0 Q8 Cile
(FE£/1Y0) [oVA] (o Cymea

- _

yay s gibe e oSa mt ) 1) Ga JOR/L/PS/10/409 1aa el
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »V/archive/81055/vdc_100036337735.0x0000a3 ;i il ki 458 e (ya e



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100036337735.0x0000a3?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

Jhaial g) el a1 o Al Al oY g3adl VAV Y/FRY 0 Q) Cile
(FEE/VYR) [BYS] (el (e

Yoy s gibe e oSa mt ) 1) Ga JOR/L/PS/10/409 1aa el
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »V/archive/81055/vdc_100036337735.0x0000a4 ;i il sk i€ o (ya e



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100036337735.0x0000a4?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

b Jltial g) o) a1 ) A" Y g all (VAVY/FRY e L8 Cala
(TEE/VYY) [9A ] (U Gaa

From - The Political Resident in the Persian Gulf,
ire,
T0 =-- The B tary to the Government of Tndi
in the Foreign and Political De ’
=thar
iml
A s3ea ndia speat 37 *n Office Admir ‘.
=

Anglo Persian 011 Company. Please refer to my
immediately preceding telegram, I must express my

great regret at the delay in transmitting this 11
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Telegram - P, BGH.
From - The Politlcal Resident in the Persian Gulf, Bushire,
To - The Becretary to the Government of India in the

1 Poreign and Political Department, Simla,

(Addressed to Hie Majesty's Consul, Bunder Abbas,
Karachi).

and recelived
No. 849, dated/the 31st July 1914.

Plesse refer to my last telegram No. 844, dated the

50th July 1914, Will you kindly return to Bunder Abbas

ag soon as poeeible.
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In an} further communica-
tion on this subject, pleass guote

el

.-
2
il acldlrees— i ,’\
The Under Secretary of State, y - nr. -
Foreign Office, ‘j Ol

4
O Laondon, r’ i i /{b

The Under-Secretary of Stale for Foreign A fairs presents

htis compliments to the Under-Secretary af° State for Y r‘fL“l

/ and, f;‘.l.' divection r}',-f' the _‘\‘f'!'?‘f'{{!,l‘_l'

of Stafe, transmits herewith cop M of the wunder-mentioned

paper. ‘ ;

froresgn Office, ] p= ; o)
L B T
al | e a |

\,-LL.\.J; U Jf , 1014 | 4 SEP 1914 Jl

Reference to previous corvespondence :

™ i 4
Letter ffl‘ 7 Forewgn Ofice : f/ : tf'[llc- I Ao .'_‘,
L
Description of Inclosure.
*
Name and Date. Subject,
7
el ’ - & C
Fal + / - - e £ -
) e o Letlando
KA a bty ASAK
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ADMIRALTY,
M.01104,
) July 16th, 1914,
v tzzq‘s}l i
Confidentisal.

8ir:-

In reply to your commnication of the Tth instant,
No,30268, relative to the proposed lease of islands in
the Persian Gulf, I am commanded by My Lords Commission-
ers of the Admiralty to request you to inform the
Secretary of State for Forelpn Affairs that in thelr
opinion it is most important, in view of the recent
discussions concerning the agreement with the Anglo-
Persian 0il Company, that the lease of these islands
should be secured.

My Lords would not feel justifled at the present
time in committing themselves to a definite limit for
the rent %0 be offered for such a lease. It may however
be material to remark that the latest geological reports
are very favourable, and that boring plant has been sent
to Kishim for testing the various sites for oil.

I am to add that My Lords concur in the reply which

8ir

The Under Becretary of State,
Forelgn Office.
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8ir E, Grey proposes to give to Messrs. Strick respect-
- ing their proposed application for a concession (your
letter of the 8th instant No.29499) but they observe
that the firm's proposal appears to relate to mineral
rights on the mainland as well as on the islands,
i am, &c., ‘-

(Signed) 0. Murray.
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Dear Oliphant,
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3 Memorandum on possible Methods of Purchasing or Le m-mn- f" bé"
s ? : F . |_,- |
the Islands in the Persian Gulf. y"‘“' o
Jf -
/ Al
Se i A4
Seheme I.—Purchase. e L
. I it should be decided to purchese the full .-u'||--:'p:'_'|_i_|- and sovergignty "
of the islands, and this cann W red for less than 2,000,0001,, the Yemd (M v
Government of India are prepared to re in the cost. (2,000,000f. down )
wonld be equivalent at 4 per cent. ¢ ound interest to an muity of about
82,0001 a year Y years)., Dut rlu ( stipulate that
Persia’s outstandir 0 |]1 Imperial ould be
set off against the pure pi
These debts on 21st Angust I 914 were
-
To India - :
To Imperial Government
700.186
Thus the purchase price to be paid to Persia would be 2,000,0000. minus i
T90,1861. = 1,200 8141,
But since, of the outstanding a sum of 296,478
represents a loan -.rn"r.'.c interes), cl alone, the Trea ury
shonld pay half that sum (148, -'!|=' remainder of the
purchase price is divided
The remainder of the purchase price for equal division between India
Office and Treasury would then he :
200814 e il
JI| | e ] " L 1
minie 148 23 Corv 1« 't!
S 014
|_.|-:||_'.,'.'. 4 SEP1
of which India would p . 104,
Thus of the total pur :» price of 1,200,8141. the shares would be :
India 87 10 0O
g g :
Treasury - - 10 O
0 0 0
——— e (79026 10 O
Total - 1200814 0 O
2. An alternative form of purchase would be as follows :
(1) England and India to pay down, between them, 300,000,
(2) Persia's debts to India and England, amounting to about 7090,000L., i
to he cancelled, [
{3) England and India to pay Persia an annuity of « pounds sterling for 1
09 years, the first payment to take place 12 months after the payment L
::[I|Jr .H[HHIIIF
(4) In view of the fact that about 206 5000 of the outstanding loans to
Persia has been advanced by the Government of India alone, it
would be neces: ry to make a -\|H'l'ia=| ::I|jl|:~[||||][! with the |"url.‘J','_"J-.
Office to equalise matters. This could be done either by the
i"urr-l,-_:n Office ||:l‘\'il:_'_{ ]ll':ll"l-:l':l;l_\' the whole of the Jlmp 1
payment of JO00,0001., by the Foreign Uffice bearing a larger I

share than India of the annuity.
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The amn ) 1 n{3
banin 18 2.00 T methin L § the
nel sum ter || i I 1= '-.\'- '|I|'l
esent an annuity 1 1 of U cent. basis
[f the gro um ] for in ty, on the -
ame inier uld be app: 1,500,000,
1 ld b prroximately 1

1. The Government of India are prepared to share in a lease for U0 years at

wnnual rental of 10000007, cost to be equally | n India Office
and Treasury. Three yvears’ rent (SOUOOUL ), w wlvanced 1 :u..-.!
<hares by the Indian and Imperal Governments. The Government of India
v o I-' wbine with this proposa Ny suggestlo for th extinction of

Persin's existing

"-.l-l nlation has s

¢ India Office about
her way their share of
!:I: (4 [ Il':"i Lo h-{'

30000000 It
asil for the extinetion

concessions would

ght be olfered
000L). The offer n a

o debt and an advance

hat case a rental of about
might adjust their share of

W himding 'i‘l':l-.'[i ';1“}.' the whole
al 150,0001, + half the

a larger share than India of

34,4701, would remain paya

India's separate loan (296,4781.) either (a
I of the advance of 300,000, i.e., half the
i separate loa 148,2391, ; or (b) b

the remaining rental of S0 (K0
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CONFIDENTIAL.
|

edfa

Colenel Knox to Sir Edward Grey.—{ Received July 30, 540 p.u.)

(No. 4.)

PLEASE refer to *
just received. On 17th Jul;
Anglo-Persian Oil Company
near Salagh. 1 asked Trevor
Company lately have been rushin senwood, manager of Mohamme

E’[pl.?(lii(,' operations, which are desceribed n pro ecting. Itis 5
Ane landing stores -

flice to Foreign Office,”
ved information from B

t Kishm, and commenced
ticulars, and learn that Amn

gaid that Admiralty instructed Admiral Peirse to give all ass
at Henjam. In view of letter first quoted it appears of prime importance at onee to
giop all operations, or, better, work in such a way that exper nt proves failure |
and is abandoned in despair, I suggest that urgent order vl to Admiral to
instruct Langdale to carry out whichever course appears to His Majesty's Government |
more expedient. {
Addresse

to Government of India; repeated to Naval Commander-in-chief and | .|

ohammerah, and Foreign Office.)
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am direc ¥ Secretary 8ir E. Grey to ;'UlCEB]
copy of T g narked in the margin from L
esty's er gt Tehran o 18 E ect of the -_
B 1 Gul 8ir E. Grey would be !
T the Marquees of Crewe would favou: h | ith an l
his opinion regarding the questions ‘
ralsed in Sir W. Townley's telegram especlally as to (
gestion with reference t0 the sale of the [ i
{

Islands.

[he Under Secretary
Indias Office.

¢f State,

Your most cbedient,

humble Servant,

A T
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ecypher S5ir W. Townley, (Teheran)

b. 12.40.p.m.

dnd. August, 1914,

lﬁuu:,\iﬂﬂq : i E——
0. <l¥. |
Tour telezram Ne. 11 (of Mizwst 1st) to Stockholm.
(Persian Gendarmerie)
-
dituation is saved [or the moment by & privete dona-
tion, but the Persi ient has premised {urther pay= |
nent of about 20,000 pounds next Friday. If this meney is 5
not fortheoming cen I divert it from the £50,000 if I am I
satisfied that early repayment will be made? It is not ‘ l
improbable that acute necesaity may induce ‘ersian Govern= 1 ‘

nent te sign mining concession but even the £100,000 at-
tached to that would only suffice to meet pressing needs i
for a month, In aeccordance with your instructions 1 am \

not pressing Fersian Government to take this step.
rersian Government has at last reelized that Fersia's

whole future is at steke unlees & large sum of money is

forthcoming. ©Sheh will not hear of the sale of erown ._ \

jeweln end it is understoed that & loan is out of the

question under the conditions prevailing in Burope, If
| +the Islanda in Persian Gulf mare worth two million pounds
to Lis Hajesty's Government and I was asuthorised to mske ar
immediate sdvance of Three hundred thousand pounds as &

gondition of their sale it is possible that the purcnase

eould be concluded in & month or two.
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CONFIDENTIAL,

Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—{Reecived July 31, 11-30 a.u.)

j‘c‘fu'rm. -.f!rf_q 31, 1914,
{No. 216.) R. (July 31, 9-35 An)

STOCKHOLM telegram No. 15 of 28th July : Persian gendarmerie.

Chief Swedish instructor, having received no answer to telegram sent to Stockholm
by French Minister, presented ultimatum to Prime Minister two days ago. Gist is that
if about 120,000 tomans (12,0000) are not fc coming to-morrow, Swedes will refuse
responsibility for discipline of the genc and ask Swedish Government to recall
them. As previously reported, [ have 1 tension at Shiraz and Kerman, but the
NECESEATY MOoney 18 mMost 1i1'gt‘.m|l\' | omitted ; 1'!'l||]i|'|‘liJ elsewhere, as there is grave
danger of the gendarmes revolting and taking to highway robbery. It is bui natural
that Bwedes should seek to dissociate themselves from all blame should their men zot
«<ut of hand,

I have heen strongly pressed to alienate portion of 50,000L advanced by His
Majesty's Government to relieve immediate pressure, but T have refused on the ground
that your instruetions to me forbid me to take such a step. Moreover, assurances of
<arly repayment are not good enough. Unless money can be found situation will
become serious.

liaver

m—.-—-.,-__..p-\..‘--h gy

==

\

"

705— 630
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In any farther communica
ton on this suisect, please quote

Ne. 34qg 57 i '
and address— r t

The Under-Secratary of State,
Foreign (Hhice,
London.

= o

The {‘H.‘ft‘f—.‘l‘(‘f}'ﬂ‘ﬁﬂj' .'Jf Stalte ,J';Jr Fore ,r;-‘r;,- _.j{;,?,_;;'y_; P sends
hrs compliments to the Under-Secretary of State for ﬂ-'y'\_ (9{ v

T and, by direction of the Secretary
of State, transmits herewith ‘.'_ﬂ?/ of the under-mentioned

paper.

Forelgn Office,

t

Refervence fo previons correspondence !
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13594
14.

! gontmpsntial.
(34988).

Bir:=-

-

ore the Loms Comissioners of

T havra y 1
i JBNO 1.‘.1.:.! }

LY e TR W s S Pl gk
ilJ.p A jaBLY "B "GEBULY Bir ‘:‘ e Crowe's letter of the e |

18th ultimo {:‘?F'\.’-::'s}.."li), relative to the proposed !

loase by the Persian Government to Hie Majesty's

Government of the island of Kighm end certain other l

islands in the Persian Gulf. ‘

{

In reply I am to request you to inform Secretary l

8ir E. Grey that the proposal to ek Parliament to

make provislon for this service is not one which,

upon the information at present befors Them, My Londe

ould feel justified in enterteining.

L &y cCe,

(8igned) John Bradbury.

ihe Under Secretary of Btate,

Foraign OITice.
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FRANK C. STRICK AND COMPANY, LIMITED.

{@opy .
No.| 'Tfﬁ/l*-- BALTIC HOUSE,
| sl LEADENHALL STREET,

LONDON .

Jurle 29th, 1914,

aclnowledge receipt of your

and, in reply, beg to say that

our intended conecession would include the mining rights

Oman, belonging to¢ Persia, especially Ormusz, Kishim,
Larak, Henjam, Farur, and Nabiyu Parur, and in the

| In all the islands in the Persian Culf, and Culf of ’
{

i

whole of the littoral of Persia on the Persian Gulf j

{

Iy

and Gull of Oman.
We beg to enclose a blue print of the Persian \ ‘

Gulf which we had prepared some time ago, which may be
of use to you for reference.
We have, &c.,
For Frank C. Strick and Company, Limited.

(S1gned) J. W. Holmes.

iThe Under Secretary of State,
Foreign Office.
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caleulation was made merely because it affords a definite figure for the purpose of {
; discussion and beeause the aspirations of the Persian Government were likely thereby
| | to be elicited. The suggestion of 8 maximum figure =till presents difficulties to us, bat
we shall be prepared, whatever price may eventually be decided by His Majesty's
Ciovernment to be worth paying, to eonsider an Indian contribution.  We hold strongly,
j | in any event, that as regards Henjam, Larak, and Kishm, we must not let slip the
[ & uPpnrl.unEl_V that is now afforded of e«-—l-uring a lease, and that we should, if p(mﬁible, e
secure a lease of these, adding the remaining two islands if this can be done without
complicating the negotiations or enhancing the price unduly.
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'~~~ I amto say that Lord Crewe finds it

difficult to suggest a maximum figure jfor the

terms to be offered to the Persian Government

v“‘o r‘

a long lease of the islands.

The dominant

cons iderat ion (§

their strategical value for

naval and military purposes, and the most
competent judge of this value is the Admiralty,

who have now a direct interest in the islaonds on

the Anglo-Pereian 0il Company.

_;S’u‘r E'aw.-.q'—g’ e
iy ﬂ-w—ﬂﬂgieetg—o—’ﬁ&mm 8é&sno object ion

on grounds of general policy to acquiring

reason of the recently concluded arrangement with ‘

. mterritorial righte in the Persion Gulf, and ePs’y” !

' -"%.L:.,:_.‘._:,. Mf{'-“‘-f" A &
Lo increase, if necessary, the amount to

account of their potential oil resources and by | %
j

be |4
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be offered as annual rent to the Persian

Government to S:SO,Qi?Q, or even to £75,000,

Lord Crewe ie—prepared—to—ask his Council to

sanction a contribution from Indian revenues of a

moiety of the sum actually agreed on. It is 2

understood that if oil ie raiged in the islands

by the Anglo-Persian 0il Company royalty would

be payable to His Majesty's Government asg legsee

instead of to

the Indian Government, if a moiety of the annual '
rent is met from Indian revenues, would be

entitled to one half of all such receiptes.

raise a Iarge loan, possibly as much as

£1,000,000, on the se€curity of an annual rent

the Pergian Government, and that l
j

The Persian Government should be able to f|
|
|

of £50,000 for 99 years. It might be a condition
of Hie Majesty's Govemment giving theim |

asglgtance to the Pergian Government to conclude | 4

such r
1
By [
B |
|
Yo da site Ao s dad ) 1 5a) G JOR/L/IPS/10/409 s 5

http://www.qdl.ga/Ax »V/archive/81055/vdc_100036337736.0x000033 :Awd il yha 4580 e (ya ye!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100036337736.0x000033?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

5

Jhaial g) el a1 o Al Al oY g3adl VAV Y/FRY 0 Q) Cile
(FEE/YVE) [BYYY] (Ul (e

Yo s gk i o dmd ) ) Ga JOR/L/PS/10/409 1 sall
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »V/archive/81055/vdc_100036337736.0x000034 :dsai )il jhad 45€a e (ya se!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100036337736.0x000034?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

=

Jhaial g) el a1 o Al Al oY g3adl VAV Y/FRY 0 Q) Cile
(FEE/YV0) [ YF] (Sl sma

euch a loan thot His Majesty's Minister at

Teheran is informally associated with the
Treasurer-General in the expenditure of the
proceeds, ond that the maintenance of order in

Farg and Kermon, ond the repoyment of

outstanding Angleo-Indian advances are a Sfirst

charge upon them. j
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CUONFIDENTIAL.

Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received June 22, 1225 pM.)

5 TFI!T‘HII’, Jum-' 21, ]ﬂl-l-,
{No. 183.) (June 22, 9 Am) 4.

MY telegram No. 181 &

Although not authorised to do so, I deemed it advisable to warn Minister for
Foreign Affairs last night of the fact that, unless the Persian Government could
guarantee the regular payment of gendarmerie budget, there is a grave danger that the
Swedish Mission will be recalled. I told his Excellency very vonfidentially of the step
the Swedish Government apveared disposed to take in this direction.

Minister for Foreign Affairs was much disturbed, and said he had strongly urged
the Cabinet to grant the Kerman mining concession in order to secure funds for the
immediate requirements of the gendarmerie, but that certain Ministers hesitated,
although Ala-es-Sultaneh and Arfa-ed-Dowleh supported him. 1 replied that His
Majesty’s Government was not disposed to furnish further funds, as it did not appear
nuér.ieatly well established that the Persian Goovernment had really done their utmost
to make proper provision for the financial needs of this most essential foree.

In reply to a question from his Excellency as to whether, if the Kerman concession
were granted, I could hold out any hopes of the long-anticipated large loan being
forthcoming. I replied that this would only be possible in the event of Persia
accepting a Commission of Control, which would supervise both the collection and the
distribution of revenue. I did not know, I added, if the money would be forthcoming
even under such conditions.

Minister for Foreign Affairs then asked whether I had had any reply about the

uestion of leasing the islands in the Guli. I replied in the affirmative, and said that
ﬁw most His Majesty’s Government could offer would be 25,0001 for Kishm, Henjam,
Larak, Hormugz, and Sheeshuaib.

His Excellency’s face fell, and he exclaimed that this would mean little racre than
the islands produce at present, and that he believed that an offer of 1,000,000 to
buy Hormuz alone from a British syndicate had already been refused. 1 replied that
the syndicate would have lost money, since I understood that oxide mines only produced
about 11,0001, a year, of which 75 per cent. goes to the Persian Government, and that
the supply is probably not inexhaustible.

Tt is not olear from the telegram from Governnment of India what value is placed
on the islands, but it appears to me evident that nothinﬁ- under 100,000l per annum
would tempt the Persian Government. Minister for Foreign Affairs said he would
submit the maiter to his colleagues, but felt convinced that the propasal would not be
listened to. He seemed to be [? very] disappointed.

{Addressed to Foreign Office ; sent to India.)
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CONFIDENTIAL

Sir W. Townley ta Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received June 19, § pav)

Tehran, June 19, 1914,

{No. 182. Confidential.) (June 19, 9 p..)
YOUR telegr

I have not oper

islands because it is most
als mto cou- |

im[ﬂ'gﬂl;lhh- that the P rment 3 such projg
sideration at the prese The C 1 divided, all its members being !
i ] most daily to resign.

leagued against Mir r £
ATl are agreed that no new pr

I do not think that a propo
with any :I.!Jl;[‘u\-‘:i.]_ Such a schem gested could nl;]l‘.' snceeed if the
Government could thl'rl'.|;‘\' 588 & way to 1'.1i;-1'1'._', sum of money, at least
1,000,000L., upon the security of the rent paid by His Majesty's Government.

Any attempt to add other conditions would certainly jeopardize the negotiations.
Potentiality of oil on Kishm is probably already known to the Persian (fovernment, as
the arrangements with the oil syndicate, as laid before Parliament, have reached
Tehran, where the matter has caused considerable comment in the press.

{Addressed to Foreign Office ; sent to India.) 1
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CONFIDENTIAL.

Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley (Tehran). f
(ND. 133.) f“'nr'rir'-_’;m f.fj[-"::, June 25, 1914, 7°30 v
YOUR telegram No. 183 ;
We are consulting with India Office as to making the offer about the islands more

attractive. |

——

Convy to "~~e'.33i
) JUL1914 |
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il oA this subject, plesse quote
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wad address— o~ e S ;.\!
The Under-Secretary of State, j &)
Foreign Office,
London,
]
-

The Under-Secretary of State for Foreign A fairs presents
feis .r't‘}!{ﬂ-’!J.h'r'fh".f to the Under-Secrelary of Stale ’f,.-_r l:gl-" s

and, by divection of the Secretary
af State, transwmits hervewith

cop }, of the under-mentioned

paperd

Forergn Office, ,‘ ~ RS 5
Copv to India
RV alluia |

Reference to previous corvespondence .

to T ;
Letter _,Ir':'~.)--r Forergn O ffice :

Description of Inclosure.

Name and Date. Subject.
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FRANK C. STRICK AND COMPANY LIMITED,
BALTIC HOUSE,
| LEADENHALL STREET,
e LONDON,

27836).

June 19th, 1914.
=~
i iJ

We have the honour to inferm you that 1 i our

2

intenticn to apply, at an early date, to the Persian

Goverrmment for a Concession for the monopoly of the
minerals on the islends and littoral of the Persian
Gulf, for a term of years, and in the event of the
r applica-

Persian Gevermment favourably considering ou

tien, i1t would be understood that as far as Sulphur 1s {

concerned, that mineral would be for account of the

= - e
e el

Anglo-Persian 0il Company, Limited, who desire supplies
of Sulphur for use at their Refinery at Abadan.
We should be glad te know whether, iI and when we

4

make such an applicetion, we could count upon the in-
|.

ters e of His Majesty's Goverrment. 1
i

We havs &c.,
For Prank C. Strick and Company Limited
(8igned) Frank C. Strick

fhe Uncer Secretary ot Stats,

Foreign Oifice.
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Confidentiel. B
lent] enen: -
in reply to your letter of the 191l instant . |
ikt w » i = = ‘1 :
rein ur intention t Bopdy 0 Lhe verslan ovarnment

T & conesamion ior the monopoly of the minerals on the

meretary dir

in & poajtion & ive you any assurance such as you dewire,

FOLL reauirs to be informed of the area of the intanded

concession end the names of the ialands in uwestion.
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{our mont obedient,
humble Jervant,
I
) Eyre 4. Crou .
sesare, F.U, Strick end Company, ui'ii*umt,
Jaltie louse,
Leadenhall Jtreet,
B.Ce
o
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CONFIDENTIAL. S e

2402 |

oo
Sir W. T-Jti'.lrfe'jlf to Siv Fdeard ﬁﬂ'ulllr_——f Received June 22 1225 P.M.)
' : Tehran, June 21, 1914, 4
{No. 185.) 5 J (June 22, O Am.j e |
MY t.ele%rmn No. 181 -

' Although not authorised to do so, T deemed it advisable to warn Minister for
Fﬂl\‘eigll Affairs last u]ghl of the fact 1!|:11. Imh--'_-'; the ]’g\.rsian Lroverniment 1_'1_||]1|.|
g:amnlee the regular payment of gendarmerie hndget, there is a grave danger that the

gh Mission will be recalled. I told his Excellency very confidentially of the step

the Swedish Government appeared disposed to take in this direction.
Minister for Foreign Affairs was much disturbed, and said he had strongly urged
the Cabinet to grant the Kerman mining concession in order to secure funds for the /|
s 1

3

immediate requirements of the gendarmerie, but that certain Ministers hesitated,
although Ala-es-Sultaneh and Arfa-ed-Dowleh supported him. 1 replied that His
Majesty’s Government was not disposed to furnish further funds, as it did not appear

iently well established that the Persian Government had really done their utmost
to make proper provision for the financial needs of this most essential foree.

In reply to a question from his Excellency as to whether, if the Kerman concession
were granted, I could hold out any hopes of the long-anticipated lm‘ge loan he[tlg
forthcoming. I replied that this would only be possible in the event of Persia i

ting a Commission of Control, which would supervise both the collection and the 1
distribution of revenue. I did not know, I added, if the money would be fortheoming
even under such conditions.
Minister for Foreign Affairs then asked whether I had had any reply about the
uestion of leasing the islands in the Gulf. I replied in the affirmative, and said that

most His Majesty’s Government could offer would be 25,0001 for Kishm, Henjam, y
Larak, Hormuz, and Shesshuaib. Tl

His Excellency’s face fell, and he exclaimed that this would mean little more than
the islands produce at present, and that he believed that an offer of 1,000,000L. to
buy Hormuz alone from a British syndicate had already been refused. I replied that
the syndicate would have lost money, since I understood that oxide mines only produced
about 11,0001 a year, of which 75 per cent. goes to the Persian Government, and that r
the supply is probably not inexhaustible. ) i

It 18 not clear from the telegram from Governnment of India what value is placed
on the islands, but it appears to me evident that nothing wnder 100,000l per annum
would tempt the Persian Government. Minister for Foreign Affairs said he would !
submit the matter to his colleagues, but felt convinced that the proposal would not be |
listened to, He seemed to be [? very] disappointed.

(Addressed to Foreign Office ; sent to India.)
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CONFIDENTTAL.

Sir W. :.r'--l-".l-."r'_-_,' to Sir Edward Grey.—{ Received June 19, 8 P.M.)

Tehran, June 19, 1914,
{No. 182. Confidential.) (June 19, 9 p.m.)
YOUR telegram No. 118 f
[ have not opened tiations on the question of the islands because it is most {
improbable that the P n Government would take any such propos 1o con |
sideration at the present moment. The Cabinet is much di ers being
leagued against Minister fuor Foreign Affai ] i
All are agreed that no new proposals shal fore the coronation.

I do not think that a proposal based NPON COmN ial considerations wounld meet ;51
{
|
i

vided, all its m
almost -L'n!y to resign

with any approval. Such a scheme as the one geested could only sueceed if the
Government could thereby see a way to raising a large sum of money, at least
1,000,000, upon the security of the rent paid by His Majesty's Government.

Any attempt to add other conditions would certainly jeopardize the negotiations.
Potentiality of oil on Kishm is probably already known to the Persian Government, as
the arrangements with the oil syndicate, as laid before Parliament, have reached
Tehran, where the matter has caused considerable comment in the press.

(Addressed to Foreign Office ; sent to India.)

{800—2358]
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CONFIDENTIAL
} -
Sir W. Tawnley to Sir Edward Grey.~—(Reccived June 19, 25 p.ar)
_ Tehran, June 19, 1914, 4
{No. 181.) : g (June 19, 3 par) 14
YOUR telegram No. 4 to Stockholm of 18t || June, 1
If the Swedish Government persist in th tion to recall the military mission
lent oy Persia Fus_r the purpo [ organising maerie, we shall find ourselves
here in 0 precarious and almost desperate situat 1 moment when the young Shah
18 about to ascend the throne. ;
I had yesterday most satisfactory proofs that the Shah and some of the more
enlightened of his entour are fu .|l~ comnscious of the onerous duties which await His
Majesty, and that he and |u- yo Ivis [ the ablest of whom iz a son of |
the late Mozaffereddin Shah, have been di ously and intellisently the v

c men best suited to I..u 1 a Cabinet after the Corcnation, -

I was not aware till yesterday that the Shah was taking such a serious interest in
the future of his country. Poersons who have been brought into contact with him
lately, including my wife on her return from Eurape, have been struck with the
marked advance in him from a fat shy boy to a thinking youth. He also now speaks
French fluently, and does not require the services of an interpreter.

I gathered that Shah does not mean to be swayed by the advice of men like
Kamran Mirza and the old reactionary party. It would be hard if a boy sovereign

%‘
who shows promise should be confronted by such a situation as would be created by ‘
1

gualities of the various pu

the withdrawal of the Swedes. Who, and what, is to take their place, and how are
the 7,000 gendarmes who would be left u]ihour officers to be ec |J11ull|-i" British
officers wouldl certainly be as distasteful to Persia as Russians, and, [ am convineed,
that they could only be imposed on Persia by some drastic measure such as an
altimatumn or a bribe in the shape of money to finance the administration. Treasurer-
General has often told me that he would go if the Bwedes do, as his administration
could no more work with British officers than with Russians.

I would beg once more to place on record my firm conviction that the Bwedes
can yet suceeed if a fair chance |~ given them, and if they are genuinely supported.
They have faults but they have done good yeoman work.  All impartial persons capable ’
of judging the situation are unanimous in their praise of the result achieved when i
viewed as 0 whole. The only aliernative, unless it is proposed to let Persia again make
8 trial of governing herself Ly her old methods, is British officers in the south and
Russians in the north. Such an arrangement would lead to partition in some form .
which in addition to many other drawbacks would eventually prove much more cosily
to British taxpayer than a few hundred thousand pounds advanced to Persia at a
remunerative rate of interest.
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i
- Tdeard G 1y to Sir W. '|'-'.'-'|-|'r:-' 'Ir‘I .,l. ran ).
(No. 118. onfidential. Foreign Office, June 10, 1914, 4:45 p.a.
YOUR telegram No. 107 of 17th April and Vieeroy's telegram of 22nd May :
Islands in Gulf
His Majesty' in principle, as a solution of Munin 1mpasse,
% lease of islan sikh Shuaib, the two latter
being ineluded f Ex ts in Hormunz would of
course be re ;
Ia wat His M 'a Grovernment wonld take place of Persian Government
ae recipient of royalties of o sxide. On this basis you are authorised to begin r
uej_{oﬁ:uiul'..- with Minister for lI'-cil]-_', vour diseretion within l]ll" :JilniI'H
of 12,0006 and 25,000, in the fi 0,
Discussion had better not be widened by introduction of points raised by Sir P. L
Cox in his telegram No. 115 of 19th January, 1913, unless you e der that their I
inclusion will not alarm Persian Government, and in mo case should success of
negotiations be jeopardised on that account. *
. Matter is urgent, as potentiality of oil on Kishm may become known and price be
raised.
Y 14 3
(= } A e

1600 —178)

———
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- MINUTE.

It is proposed to negotiate with the Persian
! -~ Povernment a lease for 99 years of the islands of
Kishm, Henjam, Larak, Hormuz, and Sheikh Shuaib, at
-
an annual rent of not more than £50,000, half of
which will be paid by Indian revenues. The first
four of these islands are situated off the coast
of Persia in the deep indentation between long. 559
and 57" opposite the Musandim promontory of Uman. |
The island of Eishm is 68 miles in length and
varies between 10 and 20 miles in breadth., It has a
population of over 1Z,000, nearly all Arabs from
2&4 B ﬁ,q B Trucial Oman. BSeveral shows of o0il occur there whicl

#+
: p iiral Slade believes to be of 4 I R
fomy, fﬁ\f‘z\wu_d‘q £ lefirt Admiral Slade believes to be of great value; other
.F Ve ﬁaﬁgat £ & (¢ |wise the island has no economic importance, though

rrrmsm.. date cultivation would doubtlesa be extended if it
were properly administered. At the N.W. extremity is

the British station of Fasidu, now practically

disused, except for the purpose of flying the British

flaz.

3

o e - [ %

Henjam lies to the 5. of Kighm. It is 5} miles <

in length and & in breadth, and has an Arab popula-
tion of a few hundreds. It has no economic value;

but on it His Majesty's Government hold a telegraph

concession, where wireless telegraphy will shortly be

™ inastalled, and a coaling station has recently been
|
eatablished there. It possesses a valuable anchorage
and is much used by native vessels,
Larak lies to the E. of Kishm, 20 miles 3.E. of
Bunder Abbas. It has 200 inhabitantas, ard is of no
economic value.
Hormuz lies to the N.E, of Kishm, 11 miles
;E.S.E, of Bunder Abbas. It is abeolutely barren, but
.

Tom0. L GIV. 100U—B/1010. [ TE4/00 has
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has valuable deposiis of red oxide, al present worked
| for the Persian Goverrment by the Muin-ut-Tujjar, undpr

an agreement for 10 years from 22nd Varch 1910.
.
The group of islands taken together are, polit- |
|

ically and strategically, the key to the Persian ?Iulf‘|.

Fis Majesty's Govern- ,

They command Punder Abbas which

ment have laid down must be the point at which the

Trans-Persian railway wssssssse touches the sea; and _' i
between them they form the best -if not the only-
anchorage for men-of-war near the mouth of the Gulf,

The tendency of recent events has been to
increase the competition which British supremacy has
to face in the Persian Culf. Fitherto a British 4
pere clauspm it is tending to become an international|
thoroughfare. By the expenditure of large sums on ' H
lighting, buoying, and policing its waters; by an

agreement with Turkey consolidating our position at
£ ¥ 2

Eoweit and removing causes of friction on the Arab
] coest; and by the maintenance of most friendly rela- J
| tions with the Sheikh of Mohammera, His Majesty's i'.ﬂ
‘1 [ Government are seeking to eecure British supremacy.
! ! : Fut the advent of the Bagdad Railway to Pasra; the
‘I { determined and successful efforts of the subsidized ‘.
‘ Hamburg-Amerika line to secure a footing for German
[ trade; the renewal of its subsidy to a Russian line
from Cdessa; the revival of interest shown by a I
French line; and the appearance even of Italy on the I "p!

scene - all these are indications that our supremacy

will not be maintained without effort. The establish+
ment of British administration on these islands fex
a~cortory would at once put it beyond reach of probable
attack and render the success of such attack a matter|

of much less importance. Moreover, if anything were

to happen to the integrity of Persia, the possessicn
of the islands would be & matter of almost vital '

concern to us.

s gide de Sa duad ) il 5 JOR/L/PS/10/409 e el
http://www.qdl.qa/4x =V/archive/81055/vdc_100036337736.0x000062 :4xd il ki dg8a e (a el



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100036337736.0x000062?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

. Jhial g) LAl i 1w WAl Al Y g adl A AVF/FY e a3 Cala
(FEEIYTY) [9) €7] () cpma

In iteelf this might be held to be a sufficient

return for the expenditure proposed. But there are other
advantages. (1) Ae has been mentioned, the island of
Kishm has very promising shows of oil. It is covered by
the concession of the Anglo-Persian 0il Company in which
Fis Majesty's Government are about to invest £2,200,000.
It would add greatly to the value of their holding if
important wells were in what would virtually be British

territory. lMoreover, Sir E. Slade is of opinion that the

royalty which would be payable to Fis Majesty's Govern-
ment under the concession (16% of the net annual profita)
would more than cover the rent.,

(2) Henjam, under Pritish administration, would probably
soon develop into the principal depot of our trade in
that part of the Gulf - a circumstance which would doubt-
less tend to increase our trade, and strengthen our

relations, with the Trucial coast.

e R e i ) i gl

(3) Established at the mouth of the Gulf we should be in
a much better position to protect the pearl figheries,
and prevent the intrusion of foreign influences and |
methode.
(4) The presence of British administration on the islands
would undoubtedly have a tranquillising effect on the
Persian mainland opposite. i
None of these considerations apply to Sheikh
Shuaib, We want to build a lighthouse on this island for
the convenience of Cb"me{ifxéiQEEzGP}i:f It is an impor-
tant link in the chain of lighﬁﬁ. but the Persian Govern-
ment have refused to allow it except on impossible terms.

Draft letter to F.0. is submitted,
_,—"_ 3 s : o 4 /
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l Draft F.0. Immediate. Baiis ‘ieg
8ir,
I am directed by the Secretary k
) of State for India to forward-with

'. reference to your letter No, 16885
4 of the 2lst April- copy of a tele-
zram that has been received from
) ' the Govt. of India regarding the
possible acquisition by T.M.G. og a

long lease of the islands of Larak,

Nenjam, Fishm, Formuz and Sheikh
Shuaib.

The importance, for political
and strategical reasons, of secur-
ing the entrance of the Persian
Gulf has long been a commonplace of
British policy, and it is unnecess-
ary to elaborate that point. The

discovery of oil on an island

B e e i) i, Slaag—

covered by the concession held by a

' Company in which H.M.G. have a very

large financial interest, and the

—
=

development of Fenjam as the prin-
cipal depot of British and Indian
trade in that part of the fulf,
which would naturally follow if the

i

islande were under British adminis-
tration, introduce economic factors
/ of scarcely less importance,
}f On these grounds, therefore,
the larquess of Crewe strongly sup-
g ports the Covt. of India's recom-
mendations. He agrees that Sheikh
Shaaib and Hormuz should if possible

be included in the transaction for |

the -3
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reasons given by them, existing
righte in the latter island being of
course respected, He understands
that it is proposed that FH.M.G.
should take the place of the Persian
Govt. as the recipient of royalties s
in respect of both oil and oxide; and

{ that beinz so, the terms suggested by

/ A / ;?_

" the Govt. of India appear to him rear
A s

sonable, and he would be prepared to| adin
| admit half the annual rent as a charge

* & on Indian revenues, FHe would sugzest

r that Sir W. Townley should have a free A
| hand in negotiating on that basis,

within the limits of £12,000 and sgﬂ.uoo

1| in the first instance, d{ b zwu Kot

Amd od G fudeud § Aoy MF fag Ko, Liv,ov0 | if Artotscn, )
- f If it were possible also to

secure any of the points enumerated
in 8ir P. Cox's telegram to Sir E.
Grey lNo. 115 of 19th Jan.z.uto which
the Govtl of India refer in the last
sentence of their telegram, it would
be an advantage; but they are of subs
gidiary importance, and His Lordship

would not desire that an appreciably

higher sum should be paid, or the

success of the negotiations in any way

imperilled, for that purpose.

1 am to suggest that, if Sir E.
Grey approves these proposals, the
question should be opened with the
Persian Govt., and the transaction
completed, with the least possible
delay, since it is likely that if
they become aware of the potentiality

of o0il exploitation on Kishm, they
will raise their price.

It
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It is possible that an
arrangement, on these lines may

be criticised by the Russian Govi

Put it does nol appear to lLord

0 Crewe that it in any way infringes
the integrity of Persia; and the
existence of a Russian cantorment
at Gumbad-i-Fabus {for which no
rent is paid, so far as His Lord-
ship is aware) might be pointed !

to as a precedent.
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m Vieeroy, 220d May 1914

iy

Your-telegram of 27th April.  Persian Gulf lslands,
ilon that both from the

polditical p

m of Kishm, H m s 1 48, & T8,
, I would greatly sire hen o tion in the Cull
A both now ani § ospectively. Tu saying this we assume that terms o I3
' would inelude surrender of all administr control by Persian Goverm
. antl hoisting of ritish Aag

We would styon; B
into the bargain and also Sheikh Shuaib if pos

As regards Hormuz, it may perhaps i | that il we held three
hrst naed ds, its stratesic value would be en isiderably diminished,
nevertheless its possession would effe e oonr control of the
position at Bunder Abbas and the entranee of the tull, and apart from that
wonlid * us to regulate the valuable oxide industry.  We recognise the
its inclusion may make bargain - mewhat morve diffienlt to carry through,
but if we a ; xisting eontract between him
and Persian Government (» clay’s Despateh, dated
fth December 1911 : I5th February 1914, to Foreign
Office) the Moin is bt merely the Contractor or
Clommission Agent employed by the Pe vernment up to March 1920,

snverid, howa t-Hormwuge should he hron

conpl

that nnder the
Funelosure in
[l \':Il(':‘ s } \ h -I

I I CONCessIonN

right in h

we ventire to ithink that ld T to estimate lease vali
this island with fair a SEHC 1 that | n might be made in lease
maintenance of present ( rits full period

Our reasom for rec g inclusion of Sheikh Shuaib Tsland s

merely that ite acguisition would enable us to con plete our lig ing seheme,

Question of price w we might offer « -I|i||.'r=.1_-F_\ pay i= somewhat
difficult to deal with. We think that in ne gotiating with ersian l'u'--\'r_’l'll-
ment we should i|[-p."l.-:u'h it first from the !;IL]":"_\' commerdial standpoint ;

but in any case we must first decide what in the last resort har
to us from all =l:ur||p(1|r|1-a colle \'|-|_\'_

It will be spen from the terms of Muin's concession of 1904 that he paid
approximately 6,0000. for the farm of the lirst four islands, together with
the fertile district of Minab and other wdd 1 ities on the mainland
Thongh we are not in of being able to olitain confirmation of figures in
time, we understand that it was currently helieved in the Guulf that, including
proceeds of oxide i|:|.i|=n||'l\'_ Moin cleared 16,0000, 4 vear from his old fary
Thus, substituting Sheikh Shuaib for Minal, we should not be standing to
lose if we paid 220000, for the lease of the five islands. Persian Govern-
ment, however, have presumably never realised more than GO, paiel by
the Moin,

Ahove estimate takes no aceount of promising prospects of oil on Kishm,
vide Pascoe's recent geological report, of potential value, which the ersian
Government, are probably not aware of, i '

Calenlating on above basis, and subjeet to your consideration of estimates
af other Departients of State interestod. we arp of opinion that we might
begin discnssion with an offer of 12,0008, a vear for the five islands and "
should not o badly if we obtained lease 25,0000, and that acquisition of
iglands is so important that it would be worth our while to pay SOANNE, or
even more if necessary. In expressing this view we ussume bt s by
]J«lI'T.I'(m of cost of scheme is thrown on Tndian revenues, it will not be more
that half,

Should the Persian Government refuse to deal regarding Hormusz we

would suggest a elause in |ease insuring that island will not hLe leased
to the Government or subjeet of any other power, and that no further
oxitle concession be given, except with the consent of Rritish Government,
Though point is no immediately relevant we venture 1o suggest incidentally
that if negotiations take shape we should take opportunity to endeavour to
secure some of desideraty mentioned in Bushire telegram No. 115, referred
to in my telegram of 24th wnary 1913,

in is worth
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PERSIA. [ December 18.]
| CONFIDENTIAL. Secrion 14,
[60546] No. 1.

Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 18.)

go- 238.)
ir, Tehran, December 4, 1911.
WITH reference to your telegram No. 361 of the 20th November, I have the
honour to transmit herewith copy of the Bill conferring on Muin-ut-Tujjar certain f
rights in connection with the mining of Hormuz oxide.
No agreement in accordance with article 8 has as yet been executed between the
Ministry of Public Works and the Muin-ut-Tujjar.
I understand that Mr. Shuster disputes the validity of the law, principally on
account of the absence of his imprimatur to it, which he claims is necessary under the
law, defining the attributes of the treasurer-general. |
I have, &c. ‘

G. BARCLAY.

Ball pu.”pd J';y the Me rj'ﬂi.qf; at the h’ittira{_[ rr‘)" November 2, 1911, in regard to the lease of
Hormug Owzide.

(Translation.)

ARTICLE 1. The Government hands over to Hajji Muin-ut-Tujjar the mine of
oxide of iron which is in the Isle of Hormuz, for ten solar years from the beginning of
Hammal It 11, 1328 (22nd March, 1910), on the condition that all undertakings which, 1
in accordance with a separate contract, were arrived at on the 16th Zighedeh, 1323
{18th November, 1910), between the previous Cabinet and Mr. Strick should be fully
carried out by Hajji Muin-ut-Tujjar during its term, which is five solar years, and
that ghould he act m a manner contrary to the articles of the said contract so as to
cause a loss to the Government, he shall have to make good any losses occasioned to
the Government.

Art. 2. The Government undertakes that from any quantity of seil which may be
over and above the 13,000 tons of the oxide of iron now ready belonging to Hajji 8
Muin-ut-Tujjar, which it bought and gave him an order of payment for the sum of [
24,0008 to be realised by him as against the value of 11,284 tons of soil, up to the | i
amount of 30,000 tons of s0il which in aceordance with the contract must be delivered
to Mr. Strick, to pay Hajji Muin-ut-Tujjar 15 per cent. for the expenses of excavation,
on eondition that should the =oil now ready belonging to Hajji Muin-ut-Tujjar be less
than 13,000 tons he should pay the Government for the deficit up to 13,000 tons at i
forty-two shillings and a half per ton, and that should the scil now ready be more
than 13,000 tons Hajji Muin-ut-Tujjar will not claim the price of the surplus.

Art. 3. Hajji Muin-ut-Tujjar, after deducting the 13,000 fons, is bound to pay 1
the Giovernment the remaining cost of the soil purchased by Mr. Strick until the | |
expiration of Mr. Strick’s contract, and in case the appointed mstalments should not i
be met, the Government will be able to revoke this contract.

Art. 4. If until the expiration of the Gtovernment’s contract LW:ith Mr. Strick, which
is for the first five years, Hajji Muin-ut-Tujjar should, during this period, sell anything
over and above the 30,000 tons to him or to any other body, he will pay 75 per cent.
of the cost of the soil to the Government. ; :

Art. 5. After the expiration of Mr. Strick’s contract, any quantity of soil which I
may be excavated from the said isle, 75 per cent. of the cost of l!uz same will be the L i
Government's share, and 25 per cent. of it will belong to Hajji Muin-ut-Tujjar for the
expenses and his commission.

Art. 6. All transactions which Hajji Muin-ut-Tujjar may within the peried of ten
years do with anyone in regard to the red soil of oxide of iron must be with the

Government's information.
[2286 s—14]
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Art. 7. If within ten years Hajji Muin-ut-Tujjar should excavate and store a
greater quantity of soil than can be disposed of by sale, it (the surplus) will belong to
the Government.

Art. 8. The necessary agreement will, according to the above articles, be exchan
in duplicate between the Hajji Muin-ut-Tujjar and the Ministry of Public Works.

The contract for the excavation of the oxide mine on the Isle of Hormuz for a
period of ten years, which contains eight articles, was, at the sitting of 10th Zighedeh,
which corresponds with the 9th Agrab, 1320 (2nd November, 1911), passed by a
majority of thirty-four votes.

HUSSEIN,
Pregident of the National Consultative Assembly.
MO'TAMEN-UL-MULK.
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b PERBIA AND CENTRAL ASIA. [March 9.]
'ﬂ‘llq;' ° CONPIDENTIAL. & Skertox 13,
i iy,
lhady [10389] No. 1.

.
i~

Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 9.)
No. 51.)
5 Tehran, February 18, 1914

WITH reference to my despateh No. 239 of the 20th October last, transmitting a
translation of Muin-ut-Tujjar’s “ concession " of the 9th September, 1913, I now have

3 the honour to transmit a French translation, supplied by the Treasurer-General to
Mr. Maclean, of the agreement between Muin-ut-Tujjar and the Ministry of Public
Waorks, dated the 21st December, 1911, containing twelve articles.

I would refer you in this connection to Sir . Barclay’s despatch No. 238 of the
4th December, 1911, transmitting translation of a Bill passed by the Medjliss on the
2nd November, 1911. Article 8§ of this Bill declared that an agreement will
subsequently be drawn up between Muin-ut-Tujjar and the Ministry of Public Works,
and the encloged document is a translation of the agreement in question.

I have, &e.
WALTER TOWNLEY.

: 2

e et B ) i, g

Enclosure in No, 1.

Agreement dated December 21, 1911,
(Traduct.iun.)
I ENTRE le Ministére des Travaux publics, d'une part, et Hadj Agha Mohammed
i Mouin-et-Todjar de Bouchir, de l'autre, conformément & 'arrangement concernant
Texploitation de l'oxyde de fer de I'ile d’Ormuz, comprenant huit articles et approuve
par le Parlement, il a été convenu ce qui suit :

Article 1. Le Gouvernement céde i Hadj Mouin-et-Todjar la mine d’oxyde de fer
de lile d'Ormuz pour une durée de dix ans, prenant cours depuis le 1" hamal itt-l,
1328 ; sous condition que le prénommé observe scrupuleusement les engagements
faits, en vertu d'un accord séparé, par l'ex-Cabinet des Ministres, au 16 zilghadeh,
1328, vis-a-vis de MM. Strick, jusqu'd l'expiration de cet accord, dont la durée est

i . de cing années solaires.  Si le prénommé Hadj agit contrairement aux dispositions de II |
Taccord précité et que son agissement cccasionne certains préjudices an Gouverne- il
i ment, le susdit Hadj sera tenu de répondre de tous ces préjudices. |

Art 2. Pour toute quantité excédant les 13,000 tonnes d'oxyde de fer appartenant
4 Hadj Mouin-et-Todjar, dont le stock a été acheté par le Gouvernement et que mandat.
a été donné au prénommé Hadj de prendre 4,000k sur lo prix de 11,294 tonnes de ce
minéral, le Gouvernement s'engage i verser & Hadj Mouin-et-Todjar les 15 pour cent
du prix, & titre de frais d'exploitation de I'oxyde qui, selon l'accord, doit étre déliveée
& MM. Strick jusqu'a concurrence de 30,000 tonnes, . g

11 a été, toutefois, convenu que Hadj Mouin-et-Todjar paiera au Gouvernsment, &
raison de 42%s. la tonne, le prix de toute quantité d'oxyde qui serait nécessaire pour
eompléter le chifire de 13,000 tonnes ; mais, qu'il ne touchera rien du chef du prix de
la quantité qui dépasserait les 13,000 tonnes. S~

Art. 3. Hadj Mouin-et-Todjar s'engage & payer au Couvernement jusqu'a
Péchéance de la durée de 'accord de MM. Strick, le restant du prix de l'oxyde de fer
acheté par MM. Strick, déduction faite de la quantité de 13,000 tonues. .

Dans le eas de non-payement des termes de ce prix, le Gouvernement aura le droit
de résilier cet arrangement.

Art. 4. 8i, avant Dexpiration de l'accord passé entre le Gouvernement et |
MM, Sirick, soit pendant la durée des cing premiéres annces, Hadj Mouin-et-Todjar
vend, aprés la livraison et i part des 30,000 tonnes vendues a MM. _S!.nck. une qu:mh.té
dloxyde quelconque & MM. Strick, ou autre, il devra en payer les 75 pour cent du prix
au Gouvernement. : :

Art. b, Les 75 pour cent de l'oxyde qui sera exploité de l'ile précitée aprés

[2068 i—12]
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Texpiration du délai de 'accord de MM. Strick, appartiendront au Gouvernen
les 25 pour cent & Hadj Mouin-et-Todjar du chef des frais et d'indemniteé. i

Art. 6. Toutes les opérations que Hadj Mouin-ei-Todjar fera visd-vis
particuliers au sujet de l'oxyde de fer devront étre avec information du Gouve
ment.

Art. 7. Toute quantité d’oxyde exploitée et emmagasinée par Hadj |
Todjar, dans le cours des dix aus, en plus de lo quantité vendue, appa
Gouvernement.

Art. 8 Hadj Mouin-et-Todjar s'engage 4 pag‘er au Ministére des
publies, & la’ fin de chaque mois, une somme de 850! du chef de I
exporté, & partir du 1* hamal itt-il jusqu'i fin houtte bars-il 1332; Jo m
des sommes dues au Gouvernement sera caleulé, & la fin de la période de
mois, d'aprés les documents concernant les ventes successives faites par Hadj
et-Todjar pendant cette période. Si la somme de 10,2001 que Had) Mouin-et-
versera an Uouvernement dans le courant des douze mols sera moindre
85 pour cent des produits de vente d'oxyde devant étre fournis s G
le restant de la somme due & ce dernier devra lui étre payé 4 la fin di
mois ; maig dans le cas que cette somme dépassera le montant de la
au Gouvernement, 'excédent sera porté aux comptes du chef des termes
ments de I'année suivante.

Il a été également convenu que le restant du prix des 13,000 tonn
de Hadj Mouin-et-Todjar sera déguil. du montant des payements qui &
Gouvernement 4 partir de la signature du présent arrangement.
payement des termes dus par Mouin-et-Todjar dans la periode des
années sera conforme @ ce qui précéde ; mais le montant du payement
Hadj Mouin-et-Todjar doit effectuer au Gouvernement sera déterminé
ment de la seconde période de cing ans.

Art. 9. Outre I'engagement que s'est fait Hadj Mouin-ei-Todjar
de l'article 6 ci-devant, le prénommé s’engage aussi & se procurer I'sy
Ministére des Travaux publics en ce qui concerne toutes les questions
mission on transfert du présent arrangement.

Art. 10. Toutes les fois que le Ministére des Travaux publics d

vispirement ou d'une maniere permanente ses agents d'examiner
‘exploitation et 'exportation de I'oxyde, Hadj Mouin-et-Todjar se e
les instructions nécessaires & ses agents et représentants pour accorder
aux agents du susdit Ministére.
Art. 11. Tous les firmans et documents concernant l'oxyde de fer®
Mouin-at-’l‘ﬁl_‘iiar 8 entre ses mains sont considérés comme nuls et le

Travaux publics ne reconnait valable que le présent arrangement, en
envers le prénommdé j cuu.fm-méms:glt aux g:nzn articles cl-devnt:n.
Art. 12, La quantité d'oxyde de fer exportée de l'ile d'Ormuz
quantité d'exyde .de Hadj Mouin-et-Todjar mentionnée dans Tarticle 2
montant de la somme versée au Gouvernsment ; le montant des termes de
la somme de 24,0([)!63ui,aelon I'ordonnance du Miniatire des Finances,
& Hadj Mouin-et-Todjar ; les frais effectués par 1'Administration des ]
nouvelle exploitation de I'oxyde, i raison de 15 pour cent ; et, enfin,
f;\ralt;t étre exactemen ‘l a;:aé?;ﬁmmemmt fixés et déterminés—il a
clauses concernant le t article seront préparées aprés la désignation
précede et annexées, 4 I'échéance, au présent amngmnmp HF

I'arrangement fait entre le Ministére des Travaux publics et le sieur
ei-Todjar de Bouchir comprenant douze articles, dont sept (de 174 7) ont.
r le Parlement et cing autres ajoutés par le Ministére préappelé confo
positions des sept premiers articles, est complétement exact ; il est
E:Fedmm suivant l'approbation du Parlement, en date du 29

déoembre, 1911). R o
_ e :
MOCHIR EDDONLEN"
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i, _ PERSIA. ( | January 19.]
[ N )
) -QNFIDENTIAL. ( Seerion 1.
nj]‘l‘ I \
f:‘: [2825] No. L.
:z Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Coz to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 19.)
g 2.\'0. 115.)
hig Telegraphic.) Bushire, January 10, 1013
k| RECENT Reuter tolegrams emanating from Tehran and London seem to
iy adumbrate that His Majesty's Government may be giving lively consideration to the |
liginy pros and cons of the grant of a further respite to the Persian Government for restoring
ey arder on the Bushire-Ispahan road and in Fars generally, and, if this is the case, it can
& only be in conjunction with an extensive scheme for the financing of the Governor-
General by Imperial Government.
Tk Without touching on prospects of such a scheme, I venture to urge, in case
|y 4 anything of the sort is on the tapie, the importance of our securing from the Persian
kb Government, in return for such forbearance, the preliminary settlement of various
i | desiderata, regulation of which would assist towards the consolidation of our position and
ﬂi- | hgitin)ate interests. Immediate loss both in trade and pl‘Eﬂtigt' which will be involved I
s | to us by further long-suffering is so considerable that it would appear gratuitously E
| quixotic for us to refrain from requiring the Persian Government, as a condition of it, 1
i to recompense us as far as they can for the damage their impotence brings on us.
BE Batisfaction of our requirements in these matters involves no difficulty or loss of
e authority or dignity for the Persian Government, and, moreover, it is not our position {
vis-d-vis of Persia which we seek to better thereby, but our position vis-i-vis of foreign !
g’ Powers. To the strengthening of this latter position Persia should be interested
o o little less than ourselves, for she must surely now see in Ureat Britain a friendly Power {
T whose [? aim] it is to uphold her.
;.‘. ’ Desiderata which occurred to me are as follows :— f
| 1. Documentary recognition of our prescriptive rights to control lighting, buoying,
el and policing of Gulf in the same way that our position has heen recognised in respect
gl of quarantine, in regard to which the position might with advantage be reaflirmed i
bl incidentally. i
2. Documentary recognition as a permanency of the old preseriptive postal rights ]
£ and privileges which we still enjoy, and an expression of readiness to see those 4
b extended to other Persian ports of the Persian Gulf as occasion may require, Ei
i | 3. Undertaking to refrain from giving any lease or concession, commercial or 1]
s otherwise, in Southern and South-Western Persia (i.ec., in the area comprising the |
i € British and neutral zones under the Anglo-Russian convention), or in Persian islands :
e of the Gulf, to any foreign subjects or Government, without the knowledge and consent
me of His Majesty’s Government. We have precedent for such a request in the under- :
bon taking given by the Shal to the Russian Minister referred to in Mr. Marling’s telegram ¥
! of 27th August, 1908, to the Foreign Office, repeated_by me to India on the following g
9l day. This, perhaps, might be secured in the course of current negotiations for mining
{ e concessions.
e 4. Extension of rights of navigation to the Upper Karun.
Wl 5. Abandonment of empty claims to sovereignty over Bahrein and recognition of
i our protective rights over those islands and Trucial Coast and our title to protect their
j - ‘subjects in Persia. :
6. Undertaking to grant option to British company when the time is ripe for
formation of lighterage company in Gulf ports.
! 7. Acceptance of consular officer at Bampur when needed.
{
I make mo suggestion here in connection with Kishm-Henjam position, as we |
appear to be effectively consolidating ourselves in an unobtrusive way, and further
openings are likely to offer themselves.
I have expressed views on the strategical question in my telegram No. 10, dated
- 3rd January, to India and Tehran.
k (Communicated direct to Foreign Office ; repeated to India and Tehran.) :

[2763 t—1]
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Im any furthar communica- .

I‘h“\ on this n:IL':n«T. e 1-.:.:::. Indla.
M - 0831, Admiralty,
aned sddress lether o
The Becretary, 5th M ay 161 4.
Admiraity, Whiteball,
Lonedon, 5%
] o i
-t Secref - .
Sir,

I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of
the Admiralty to transmit herewith, for the information of
the Becretary of State for India, copy of a letter which
has been addressed to the Foreign 0ffice in reply to the

| letter from that Department of the 21st April, also sent 1:’
to the India Office, relative to the proposed acquisition | !
on lease of the islands of Larak, Henjam, and the whole of \
Kishm, ’

| {
Iam, Sir, ! E
Your obedient Servant, h
; Y _
,:'r Fla [l..-i'-“""?{ e J‘
The Under Secretary of State, vl / |
L
India Office. K
i5 MAY1914 | !
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i - 0831/14,

sir,

In raply to vour letter Wo,17885, relative te the

propagsed acanisition by His ‘ajesty's Governmant on a leng

lease of the Islands of Larak, Hen)am, and the whele of ‘
Fishm, I am commanded by my Torde Commissioners of the
Admiralty to requast t'mt vou will inform the Seoretary ‘5
of State for Toreign Affairs that in their opinien the I
eontrol of the islands would undoubtedly be eminently f l
desirable from the standpoint of maval and national ‘
interests, {
4= In view of Sir ¥ OGrey's opinion expressed in ‘l
your letter My Tords do not commant on the commereial [
agpacts of the guestion further than to oall attention to
the additional security which would be thus given to the |
investment whish H, ¥, Novernment is now making, and to the 1 I
fant that the probable income from Vishm (on the assumption { !
that oil royaltise would in future be payable to H, M, i

fovernment) would in all probability amply pay for the

admninistration and for the rent Lo be paid to Persia. [

.= The importance of these Islands from a strategie

point of view eannot be too strongly insisted upon, They

southarn and of the Gulf, and they provide a possible

base from which the whole trade of the Oulf can be

econtrolled, if necessary, in time of war, They give
absolute
. The Under Seerstary of State,

Foreign 0ffice.
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| - absolute command over tha terminus of the projected Trans=

Pergian railway and the proposed line of route of the

extensiong between Pander Abbas and Farachi,

4., The establishment of Rritish administration in
these Islande would very greatly inersase Fritish influence
in theee regions, and would ensble effective eontrol to

be maintainad owver the activitiss of the Raharloo and

RBashkard tribes in case they showed eigns of wishing to

interfere with Pritish intereets in Southern Persia,

i

Be= It would also much strengthen the British

)e
position on the Trmieial coast as there is constant intere

the Persian littoral and

aourse between the Arab tribes on

in the Islands, and the tribes en the Arabian Coast,

A= It would give [, ¥, Novernment a more diresct

'
interest in the econservation of the pearl fisheries, and
il ! n neer »

would greatly facilitate the working of the patrols that

-v—--.--..a-"‘"“—-.-—..—.ha—.._._.—-.‘_.“-

are now maintained for the preservation of peace in those

. .

waters, It would also provide a greatly improved base from
vhieh to maintain a wateh over the Arms Traffic sgo as to

pravent any recrudescence of that trade,
A copy of this letter has heen gent to the India

ore i_rr-.'}-

I am, sir,

Your obedient Servant,
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Tn any further commmunicas -
ton on this sulject, please quots =
¥ - i i
Yo ;agq;m 1. .frf" R
o s
and nhiress— L
4 o=
The Undes-Seeretary of State, "1;' ‘,;.-"“AJ |
Foreign Office, f\,- ” f} y
Loadon. gL~ }
. f”? — o ¥ f 44
| - WV oa b A
¢ - / ~lDe | el %
- e

3618 \

/"f

The Under-Secretary of State for Forcign A fairs presents

Ais complinents to lhe lnden écfdt-u?f j‘/ llnte /év.l!uﬂur

!
1
= B
']
and begs o enguive, by direction of the Secretary of Stafe, !
whether an answer may shortly be expected fo the Foreign
P i|
| - O{?fa' lefter "f Il .?, " (.(.(I:W /f‘l?#i) )‘{{\'ﬁ["“fr‘,ﬂ"&:' |

L‘( /wﬂ@:zd Mfftw&apf ? Her ﬂ!.a/f,d-é-; fov{‘
j/té\’ J"L’ftﬂ,a’f ?’ a(d,ra‘é’ /ﬁ:,py'um @ Ly ety

y Hiakom ﬁ {

Foreign Office,

P

/7%, F: rep
/ 7, rolg
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In any further communieation
thie 419 - L

f_-——*ﬁr—_*_*‘ Formas Orrice

B 1563 ™

L 21st, 1914,

girt= ik =

Wit aference to your letter of the 26th of
January P [ an directed by Secretary Sir Edward
Grey to transmit to you, T erewith, to be laid before
the Marquess of Crewe a copy of a tslegram from His
Majesty's Minister at Teheran reporting conversations

racantly held with ths Paersian Minister for Foreign

Affairs regardins the possible acquisition by His

SR L e i — e . T P—

Majesty's Government on & long lease of the lslands
of Larak, Henjam and the whole of Kishm.

8ir E. Grey would be glad to receive at your

early convenience the views of His Lordship he
ygtion 1 3 vy 8ir W. Townlsy. ]4
I sm to add that it appears to Sir E. Grey |
|
i |
desirabls that the commercial aspect oI the gquastlion b

12

and the possibility of intsresting British firms In i

he Undsr Sscretary of Stats,

Indla Office. *
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CONFIDENTIAL.

N

Sir W, Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—{ leceived April 17, 12:35 PaL) ‘

Tehran, April 17, 1914,
(No. 107. Secret.) (April 17, 1440 p.u.)

SOME weeks ago, when discussing question of cancellation of Mui ut-Tujjar's
concession with Mimister for Foreign Affairs, I put forward suggestion, ag coming
merely from myself personally, that possibly, in view of financial difficulties in which
Persian Government found themselves, some arrangement might be come to under
which His _\Iuj{:ut}"s Government might purchase or acquire on long lease islands of
Lurak, Henjam, and the whole of Kishm., Idea seemed to commend itself to Minister
for Foreign Affairs, who said that sale would be impossible, but that lease might be
arranged if terms were made attractive. I said that a lease would of course imply
total surrender, for period of its duration, of the islands upon which British flag would
be hoisted for such purposes as His Majesty’s Government might require.

Nothing more was said on the subject until two days ago, when, upon my again
referring to question of Muin-ut-Tujjar's concession, Minister for Foreign Affairs
asked whether I could give him some idea how much His Majesty's Government
would be prepared to pay as rent for islands. I answered that I had no idea, as
guggestion had never been submitted to you, and I had no notion of how such a
proposal would be received.

At his Excellency’s request, I promised to lay matter before you by telegraph.

S _

0. | {. W
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[This Document is the Property of His Britannic Majesty's Government.]

' s 7o

PERSIA AND CENTRAL ASIA. i { [March 9.] i
i &J G o I
CONFPIDENTIAL. = | Becriow 12
) ’ 1914 < ¢ '
[10389] No. 1. '
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 9.)
.Rn. 51.)

A Tehran, February 18, 1914.
WITH reference to my despatch No. 239 of the 20th October last, tﬁmsmitu’ng a

translation of Muin-ut-Tujjar's “ concession ™ of the Oth Beptember, 1913, I now have

the honour to transmit a French translation, supplied by the I'reasurer-Ueneral to <
» Mr, Maclean, of the agreement between Muin-ut-Tujjar and the Ministry of Publie

Works, dated the 21st December, 191 1, containing twelve articles,
] I would refer you in this connection to Sir G. Barclay's despatch No, 238 of the
: 4th December, 1911, transmitting translation of a Bill passed by the Medjliss on the

2nd November, 1811. Article 8 of this Bill declared that an agreement will

subsequently be drawn up between Muin-ut-Tujjar and the Ministry of Public Works,

and the enclosed document is a translation of the agreement in question.

I have, &e.
WALTER TOWNLEY.

Enelosure in No, 1.

Agreement dated December 21, 1911,
(Traduction. )
ENTRE le Ministore des Travaux publics, d'une part, et Hadj Agha Mohammed
Monin-¢t-Todjur de Bouchir, de Fautre, conformément & larrangemeni concernant
Texploitation de I'oxyde de fer de I'ile d'Ormuz, comprenant huit articles et approuveé J
par le Parlement, il a été convenu ce qui suit : X

Article 1%, Le Gounvernement cide 4 Hadj Mouin-et-Todjar la mine d'oxyde de fer ‘
tle Iile d'Ormuz pour une durée de dix ans, prenant cours depuis le 1% hamal itt-il,
it 1328 sous condition que lo prénommé observe serupulensement les engagements
faits, en vertu d'un accord séparé, par Uex-Cabinet des Ministres, au 16 zilghadeh, |
vie-d-vis de MM. Strick, jusqu'a P'expiration de cet accord, dont la durée est fi |

de cing années solaires. Si le prénommé Hadj agit contrairement aux dispositions de A |
Vaceord précité et que son agissement occasionne certains préjudices an Gouverne-
ment, le susdit Hadj sera tenu de r(’:]])r:rntll'ﬂ de tous ces préjudices,

Art. 2. Pour toute quantité excedant les 13,000 tonnes d'oxyde de fer appartenant 4

T

# Hadj Mouin-et-Todjar, dont le stock a été acheté par le Gouvernement et que mandat '
a été donné au prénommé Hadj de prendre 4,000L sur le prix de 11,294 tonnes de ce ;
minéral, le Gouvernement s'engage a verser i Hadj Mouin-et-Tadjar les 15 pour cent !
du prix, & titre de frais d'exploitation de l'oxyde qui, selon l'accord, doit étre délivrde
4 ]&ﬁ. Strick jusqu'a concurrence de 30,000 tonnes.
1L a été, touteflois, convenu que Hadj Mouin-et-Todjar paiera au Gonvernement, &
raison de 424s. la tonne, le prix de toute quantité d'oxyde qui serait nécessaire pour
compléter le chiffre de 13,000 tonnes ; mais, qu'il ne touchera rien du ehef du prix de
la quantité qui dépasserait les 13,000 tonnes.
: Art. 3. Hadj Mouin-et-Todjar s'engage & payer au Gouvernement jusqu'h
1 'échéance de la durée de I'accord de MM. Btrick, le restant du prix de I'oxyde de fer
acheté par MM. Strick, déduction faite de la quantité de 13,000 tonnes. ‘
Dans le cas de non-payement des termes de ce prix, le Gouvernement aura le droit
de résilier cet arrangement.
Art. 4. i, avant l'expiration de I'secord passé entre le Gouvernement et
MM, Strick, soit pendant la durée des cing premitres anndes, Hadj Mouin-et-Todjar
veud, aprés In livraison et & part des 30,000 tonnes vendues 4 MM. Strick, une quantité
d'oxyde quelconque & MAL Strick, ou autre, il devra en payer les 75 pour cent du prix

ai vernement.

Art. 5. Les 76 pour ce We qui sera exploité de I'lle précitée aprés q i
[%ﬁs 6___‘12] /%*iyﬁ:‘,_—-‘-_g‘_\lﬂ_\ e __--‘---I "y _' |
R Copy 10 Jalla, i
. S APRISI4 “ g APR191A |
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Texpiration du délai de 'accord de MM. Strick, appartiendront an Gouvernement, et
les 25 pour cent & Hadj Mouin-et-Todjar du chef des frais et d'indemnité. e
Art. 6. Toutes les opérations que Hadj Monin-et-Todjar fera wvis-i-vis 4
particuliers au sujet de Toxyde de fer devront étre avec information du Gouverne- $
ment. L
Art. 7. Toute quantité d'oxyde exploitée et emmagasinée dps.r Hadj Mou
Todjar, dans le cours des dix ans, en plus de la gquantité vendue, appartiendra
Gouvernement. B
Art. 8. Hadj Mouin-et-Todjar s'engage 4 payer au Ministére des Trav:
publics, & la fin de chague mois, une somme de 850l du chef de l'o de
exporté, & partir du 1% hamal itt-il jusqu'h fin houtte bars-il 1332;
des sommes dues au Gouvernement sera caleulé, 4 la fin de la période de
mois, d'aprés les documents concernant les ventes successives faites par Hadj
et-Todjar pendant cette période. Si la somme de 10,2000, que Hadj Mouin-et-1
versera au Gouvernement dans le courant des douze mois sera
85 pour cent des produits de vente d'oxyde devant étre fournis an Gon
Je restant de.la somme due 4 ce dernier devra lni étre payé a la fin du
mois: mais dans le cas que cette somme dépassera le montant de la s
au Gouvernement, 1'exeédent sera porté aux comptes du chefl des termes des
ments de I'année suivante,
Il a été également convenu que le restant du prix des 13,000 tonmes
de Hadj Mouin-et-Todjar sera déduit du montant des payements qui seront
Gouvernement & partir de la signature du présent arrangement. La ;
payement des termes dus par Mouin-et-Todjar dans la periode des eing ¢
années sera conforme 4 ce qui précéde ; mais le montant du payement m
Hadj Mouin-et-Todjar doit effectuer au Gouvernement sera déterminé am
ment de la seconde période de cing ans, ’
Art. 9. Outre T'engagement que g'est fait Hadj Mouin-et-Todjar suivant
de l'article 6 ci-devant, le prénommé s'engage aussi & se procurer 'autori
Ministére des Travaux publics en ce qu concerne toufes les guestions
mission ou transfert du présent nrrang;ment
Art. 10, Toutes les fois que le Ministére des Travaux publics désirera
}erisqimqucnt ou d'une manicre permanente ses agents d'examiner et de
‘exploitation et l'exportation de 1'oxyde, Hadj Monin-et-Todjar se c]lw e
les instructions nécessaires § ses agents et représentants pour accorder side et
aux agents du susdit Ministére, :
Art. 11. Tous les firmans et documents concernant l'oxyde de fer®
Mouin-et-Todjar a entre ses mains sont considérés comme nuls et le
Travaux publics ne reconnait valable que le présent arrangement, en ayant so
envers le prénommé Hadj conformément aux onze articles ci-devant. :
Art. 12, La quantité d'oxyde de fer exportée de lile d'Ormuz ainsi
quantité d'oxyde de Hadj Mouin-et-Todjar mentionnée dans Tarticle 2
montant de la somme versée an Gouvernement ; le montant des termes de
la sgomme de 24,0000, qui, selon I'ordonnanee du Minigtére des Finances, d
4 Hadj Mouin-et-Todjar; les frais effectués par 1'Administration des Douanes
nouvelle exploitation de I'oxyde, 4 raison de 15 pour cent ; et, enfin, tous ces
devant étre exactement et minutiensement fixés et déterminds—il a été e
les clauses concernant le présent article seront préparées aprés la désignation de

précéde et annexées, 4 I'échéance, au présent arrangement.

L’arrangement fait entre le Ministére des Travaux publies et le sieur Hadj
et-Todjar de Bouchir comprenant donze articles, dont sept (de 17 & T) ont été

le Parlement et cing autres ajoutés par le Ministire préappelé confos
positions des sept premiers articles, est complitement exact ; il est fait
expédition suivant l'approbation du Parlement, en date du 29 szilhas

(21 décembre, 1911).
Le Ministére des Travaux publics,
MOCHIR-ED-DOWLEH

)

rod iy e e L8 G3a JOR/L/PS/10/409 sas el
http://www.qdl.qa/Az ~V/archive/81055/vdc_100036337736.0x0000a0 A )l ki 458 e el



http://www.qdl.qa/ar/archive/81055/vdc_100036337736.0x0000a0#share?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100036337736.0x0000a0?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

=3

Jhaial g) el a1 o Al Al oY g3adl VAV Y/FRY 0 Q) Cile
(FEE/7YY) [0V VY] (S e

rd | "'\ X
iy Minute Paper. o [ Secret Department,

Rty

i

[mq\" - . ot . 191

i . e 4

b el

- Date. | Initials. | SUBJECT. X

& R—— ! | 0.

1 Mo . q 7 )

iy Under Secretary......... [o L. A i o)

s ‘s L - L . .

tal Secretary of State.. ... 4 s A _— i & T =y L
{
|
:
{

Ao - o
Committee........... . vilgrin ~ - T‘tﬁ al s Comerpzion s

élﬂd:r':g

i iy

vk Under Secretary lira gjﬁ,_ﬁ',h', ookt U TM-&} :
| ;‘,:5'“ .

ok Becretary of State..

dnim
salp T
cuneye | Lopy L

o gt
It &
le e

‘HEI\H I : FUR_I_D-IF-‘C]EHATIDN,

:ét: | -Yutf gklh-‘; 'y ﬁ*%uum- -7) T ?M: p adiede
S'PEE Lo 6—-—:-;1 M o c%m! {gp{ﬁ‘,&, 5;1_
e L e “‘1"”""‘4

o el o Th Ty D : pen

J

e .E,:- T H:r'ﬂL ﬂ{ﬂ-«ﬂ wipo § ;:ﬂ-\-t-;.n.n_ f‘_: i
Lelonr

=3
i
Py

- feen Bol, Gom'ee,
3P 17 (EBI914

Previous Papers :

j 15206, 1 8ms. 200081018 (14881121

Y.

s gibe e oSa mt ) 1) Ga JOR/L/PS/10/409 1aa el
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »V/archive/81055/vdc_100036337736.0x0000a1 ;i il ki 458 o (ya e



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100036337736.0x0000a1?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

@ Jltial g) o) a1 ) A" Y g all (VAVY/FRY e L8 Cala
(TEE/TYE) [BYVV] (L Cpra

- s gibe e oSa mt ) 1) Ga JOR/L/PS/10/409 1aa el
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »V/archive/81055/vdc_100036337736.0x0000a2 ;i il ki 458 o (ya se!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100036337736.0x0000a2?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

==

el g) el el 1 e AN gdAN™ oY £all VAVY ¥R 0 BB Cile

CONFIDENTIAL.

{No. 20.)
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Majesty’s L
valid, and v
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press for its definite
b)l‘P[m(-dhh‘rllll-l 2ird Ue
I am not, however, "II||||.!"I:.1"'I
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Sir Edirard (frey to Sir W. Townley Y ILJI shran).

bruary 7, 1914, 1 p.m.

Fareign Office, Fe
ce, and the con-

an Government
mally announced to His
m cannot be pted as
deplorable effect
ernment, and
¢ action E!".'II[J :ﬁf.'-ll il]

. the

qure to this end, and you are therefore
islands,
T.||l Muin

sion, ine []IlIJI

8 MIEW GO
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n ]m!‘lnrrﬁhi'. and forei v exclude 1. @ w to restoration
of coneession to Muin on yndition l|| b A ]\I“| m, |nl| I are \'Xf!ll'-']tfl. and
that Persian Government give written assurance that no conc m will be giv

those islands exce pt

ment, In either case the wh
to British firm on islands should be per
I pt‘LlLr first alternative, but leave choice

circumstances,

In any ease a proviso should be made that the

n terms

v'e Liov

t -I- firm approved by His Maje
d should be specified, .|r||l ANY CONCESS1On
it and not for short terms.

to vour diseretion in view of local

)

+ rights of the Anglo-Persian Oil

Company will not be infringed.
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ForEicy OFFioE

Jamuary Zlst, 1914.

With reference to my letters of 24th. December and
15th. January regerding the possible ammulment of the i

Moin-ut-Tujjar'e conceseions, I em directed by Secretary

8ir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith, to be leid
before the Marquees of Crewe, a copy of & further

telegram from Hie Majesty's Minister at Tehersn on the

[ subject.

R _.,..——\.g—--."i~ -

2ir E. Grey would be glad to receive Lord Crewe's

views on this document, and His Lordship will no doubt

A I ey

avall himself of the presence in England of Sir P. Cox
to obtaln any consideratlions he may wish to advance on

the local espects of the case.

I am,

Bir,
Your most obedient,

__ SIS . humble Servent,
g
:"} F}C""\" L'_ .F/

7. 43 Ledy
Lt &0

The Under Secretary of State,
Indie Office. |
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Sir W, Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received January 15, 2 pa)

] Tehran, January 15, 1914.
(No. 16.) R. 'l (January 15, 2:20 p. M.)
YOUR telegram No. 8 of 14th January : Muin-ut-Tujjar.
The answer to (1) must depend on the amount of pressure which it is proposed to
.y exert. I had in mind possible threat of occupation of islands when I despatched my
|3/ telegram No. 415 . I'have not forgotten that I once put sucha
nu.gg?ﬁ!iorl fm'wa.rnt, but it seemed to me my dut_y, pcrhnpﬂ |:r|r'.u|:t\.:1.=,.'1ri|}-r to call your
| attention to the possible effect of such a step.
(2.) All mining rights should be secured for British firm supported by His
Majesty’s Government.

R B e s T

——

[121—185)

& f‘s
1
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[121—173]

% Sir Edward Grey to Sir W, Townley (Tehran).

s

(Ne. 8) R. Foreign Office, January 14, 1914, 3:30 .o

E MUIN-UT-TUJJAR and concessions in Persian Gulf,

i‘.‘:‘”{j- * Your telegram No. 415 of 18th De

i departing from previous decision, but before
definitely—

nber affords primd facie no ground for
inally deciding I should be glad to know

L. In what way you apprehend that our relations with Persian Government will
be endangered.
2. Exactly what arrangement you propose in order to give effect to your alternative
* Euggestion.
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