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My talegram no: 167,
His Majesty's Acting Consul at Mohammerah raports an
.
(of ‘
garaamant . vhich he and considar innoeuous, was signed on ; |

April 16th bhetwaen Sheaikh and Solat and sagd Sheirh in doing so
')fiﬂlrlﬂri to our rapraesentations and has aveided anything which
Wight raise trouhle with Sirdar assad hut he now looks to us for l
Protection from agression open or concealed on the part of Sirdar ’
Assad or anv Bakhtiari Fhans!

Fo talegram 19 to ha sant to Majliss,

T considar this so far satisfactory in that it should

I
E:

at any rate dafar arisis, R
.

Rapaatad to Bushire. :
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adwies and sommdad him as to poscibility of our g

in soms way agiinut Parsian Government.

3 swnh - o ..‘t
We cannot of course give him any “uch guarant.ea, but I
wE CGallilvy 4 +] » =4

. ! 3 P Cnlat U at 1_!:::',.._;_”‘.. I'_,u]. |
am instrueting actling Censul to inform Solat LhE
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tha Intarior has promined not Lo @is
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CONFIDENTIAL

o

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received April 17, 1 p.a)
Tekran, April 17, 1910, 215 ..

(No. 167.)
MY telegram No. 166.
Following sent to consular officer at Mohammerah :—

“ My telegram No. 26.
* Bardar Assad declares reports of Bakhtiari aggressions to be quite untrue.
There are no Bakhtiaris now in Arabistan. They are engaged in operations against

Eahgelui robbers.
*“ He says that his sentiments towards sheikh are of the most friendly kind.”

Above telegram to Mohammerah is No. 27
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CONFIDENTIAL.

Sir @, Barelay to Sir .E'du:ar‘:i Grey.—(Reeeived April 16, 630 r.m.)

(No. 166.) £ TR f Tehran, April 16, 1910, 7-50 pas .
MY telegram No. 156. !
0il eompany’s agent, who has returned from Ram Hormuz, brings to His Majesty’s

consul at Mohammerah disquicting news of aggressions of Bakhtiari in territory of

th‘i.li]l of Mohs werah.

I am endeavouring to get instructions from the khans in Tehran restraining their
tribesmen.

I have authorised comsul at Mohammerah to inform sheikh that Sardar Assad
contemplates leaving for Enrope.

(378—a11) A

Y1
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CONFIDENTIAL.

-
“r

-
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling (Tehran).
(No. 113.) Foreign Office, May 2, 1910, 6 £.31
SIR G. BARUCLAY'S telegram No. 156,
It appears to us neither to be necessary nor desirable to give sheikh assurances
;l:__{ilin.‘-i Bakhtiari or any other tribe.
~
(I
T

[378—124]
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Leg dndeay ke No mm dY o apf
x 12744/10. 3 SO,
o e Foregien Owrice
The UnderBeorstary of Siate, rENED
‘ ’ Forsign -um.l-. l A‘pril lﬁth, 1910.
. ' andon. / vy

8iri=

I am dirscted by the Secretary of State for For-
elgn Affairs to transmit to you for submission to Vig=
count Morley the enclosed copy of a telegram from His
Majesty's Minister at Teheran in regard to the fresh
assurances to be glven to the Bhelkh of Mohammerah.

In his telegram to 8ir G. Barclay No.95 of the
12th instant 8ir E. Grey authorized the communication
to the Sheikh of Mohammerah of an assurance in the
terms of the first sentsnce of enclosure 2 in 8ir G. ;
Barclay's Deepatch No.207 of . louve,, 4 o) copy ;
of which was enclosed in my letter to you of Jamuary
3lst last. 8ir E. Grey does not consider that it
would be advisable to extend this assurance by the
insertion of the words "or Bakhtiari tribe" after
"pPergian Goverrment" as indicated by His Majesty's
Consul General in the telegram now enclosed, and he

therefore

The Under Secretary of State,
India Offica.
-

<
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therefore proposes, subject to Lord Morley's concur-
rence, to assent to 8ir G. Barclay's suggestion that
any further extension of this part of the assurances
to be given to the Sheikh is entirely unnecessary.
1 am,
8ir,

Your most obedient,

humble Servant,
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: BECYPHE" SIi. G PaiCLAY TEH-AN. L. 3.5 p. . April

A ;
‘ L 4 ( 76 ) (o 1o R 1O
{ no: 176 ), 19 AP
&)
SR =
¥y talepram no: 167, i)
1is Majesty's Acting Consul at Mohammerah raports ar
s
Co
spraament ,which he and eansidar innoeuous. was signad on

April 16th batwaen Shaikh and i'-'.;,-l«.el'jﬂ.r::". sagd Sheirh in doing
"yieldad to our reprasentations and hasy avoided anything which
might raine trouhle with Sirdar assad but he now looks to ns fo
protaection from agresgion open or concealad on the part of Sirdar
As5ad or anwy Bakhtiari Khans!

o talegram is to ha sant to Majliss.

I considar this so far satisfactory in that it should
at any rate dafaer arisis,

Rapaatad to Bushira,

Mag e
fee Mo it Yoz apl e,

YA s e e Sa Bnd ) 1L G [OR/L/PS/10/132 san el
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »V/archive/81055/vdc_100030522023.0x000027 4zl shad 458 o (ya se!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100030522023.0x000027?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

@ Ailay n clisadai , auda gl) 13 paaall™ Jg¥) s 3adl VA A ddld P a8 il
(2\1/1‘%) [.BW] "_Gmﬂ":'

da

v da site Ao s dad ) 1 5a) G JOR/L/IPS/10/132 a5
http://www.qdl.ga/4s »l/archive/81055/vdc_100030522023.0x000028 :Awd il jlad 4i€ e (4 ye!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100030522023.0x000028?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

@ 43y 4 cilipakali , aua glf 13 paaall™ oW1 £l V40 A Adld P BB Cila
(£V/€ ) [9VA] "Gl

i

‘ CONFIDENTIAL.

Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 14, 1440 »u.)

(No. 156.) A Tehran, April 14, 1910, 210 e.u.
FOLLOWING are the observations of His Majesty’s consul-general at Bushire on
my telegram No. 152 [of 11th April]:

“ Your telegram No. 152 to the Foreign Office.

“ Assurance contained in sentence indicated will be welcome to sheikh on general
grounds, but as long as Sardar Assad remains Minister of Interior it will not dispose
of present diffienlty unless words ‘ or Bakhtiari tribe ' could be interpolated after words
* Persian Government.” In this connection, please see paragraphs 7, 8, and 9 of Trevor's
telegram No, 170,

“1 quite realise, however, that in matter of retirement of Sardar Assad the
interests of north and sonth conflict, and some compromise is necessary. A change of
]JOI'IFEO]JO Il’lighl i.mpm\'(- iitlln.tit)lt, 1.||(11rgh it would not f|||]!,v appease.

“It would of conrse be very difficult, as well as inconsistent with the principles of
our policy, for us to guaraniee Arabistan against aggression of Bakhtiari tribe or
guarantee Bakhtiari against Kashgai, but, presuming that we cannot intervene in inter-
tribal politics, can we reasonably persevere in forcing advice on the sheikh against the
consequences of which we are unable to protect him ?

“He is quite alive to necessity for maintaining strictly constitutional and loyal
attitude to central Government, and also to the need of avoiding action caleulated to
complicate situation in Northern Persia.

“ Wilson understands from Haji Rais that first result of any arrangement come to
between three parties under reference would be diplomatic telegram to Medjliss
expressing complete individual and collective loyaliy to constitution and ability and -
intention to maintain order and protect trade in their respective spheres, but at the
same time urging the imprudence of placing the conirol of national affairs in the hands
of tribal heads, who cannot be expected to refrain from using their position to pursue
tribal aims.

“ (Addressed to Tehran ; repeated to India.) ”

I am instructing His Majesty's consul at Mohammerah to give sheikh message
indieated in my telegram No. 152, and I do not see why we need go further in our
assurances. From resident’s telegrams it would seem that if Sardar Assad were to
leave Government he would have no further terrors for sheikh. The assurance
we are now giving latter surely applies to Sardar Assad so soon as he is in the
it Government.
I have no desire to force on sheikh advice against the consequences of which we )
should be unable to protect him, but I see no harm in emphasising the fact that
assurances depend on his loyalty to central Government.
(Repeated to Bushire.)
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My talagram no 153,

[ hava advisod Sardar Assad in sonsa proposad. He atill
affaets to maks light of attitudo of seutharn chinfs hud ha told
m: ha hed sant reacssuring messages to hoth Soulst s»nd shrikh of
¥oharmorsh conditionsl on thsie

Confidontisl. Hy told mo ho wes shout +8 rosign cnd

: o o
ietar to poennd to Burepa for medigal troatmont. Ha eaaured mo

$lnd

- dnkhtiar fores would ramrdn in Tahran vndor propar commond

Snnt, to H.M. Daprasantetiva it Bushirs no Bl
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our talsgram no 98.

311

mumy last paragraph doss not rafar to first

Fed
~

sntones

of our rawvigad peenp o a
Ur ravisad assurancns to the Shaikh. This soanteanos A TR

3tictad .M. Saprasantstiva o
Laite woprasentetiva at Mohammarsh to convay to Shaikh Wi

ol Ly

) MEXa sure T hava aokad (am e
t 1 hava asked Consul to defor astion ronding your pan
nading yo

rad o aonild ke nknm & i
3 eould bhe tokon if dasirnd ng covaring only

futurs snargac % hy Pe 1 T
i nargachmants hy Pargian usovarament and nand net hind us

LIANK In tha ca LN qoma @ HES10 5 7 rant. 4 |
] i ¢ ) LING lon 1 d Arant ad ' i
k- + oty £ an Qo aglraady ant o by r b
|

Govarnmant in violats \f Shatl ;
Famsnt in vielation of Shaikh!e rights,

"'_ b‘:‘l':'f' M. T 1 prel 5 = %
1iove Tarivardiafrye only has a loasa of lend from !

i o i et S
Latm-na-Sultaneh hut am endeavouring to eloap up mattar
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CONFIDENTIAL.
‘
Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G. Bavelay (Tehvan).
(No. 98.) Foreign Office, Apweil 14, 1910, 430 p.0.

[RUSBIAN concession in the Karun district.]

Can you ascertain whether Tariverdieff has a valid concession from the Persian
Government ?

The Sheikh of Mohammerah apparently claims the distriet as within his juris-
diction, and it will be extremely awkward if Germans secure any rights there, in view
of new assurance which we propose to give to the sheikh.

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 176.)

[379—80]

s gibe e oSa st 1l Ga JOR/L/PS/10/132 1aa el
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »l/archive/81055/vdc_100030522023.0x000033 :dsai il jhad 458 e (ya se!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100030522023.0x000033?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

é Ailay n clisadai , auda gl) 13 paaall™ Jg¥) s 3adl VA A ddld P a8 il
(iﬁle\) [.EH‘] "_Gmﬂ":'

(e

i

°) da ide e Sa dad ) 1 il 8 [OR/L/PS/10/132 1as <l
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »V/archive/81055/vdc_100030522023.0x000034 :dsai )il jhad 45€a e (ya se!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100030522023.0x000034?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

43y 4 cilipakali , aua glf 13 paaall™ oW1 £l V40 A Adld P BB Cila
(£Y1/0%) [oY £] "Gl

INTREIPHET ST G DARCLAT TRRG
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1,40 p.m.

Ty
(NO 156) 3258

Following nre ths ghsarmvations of R.M.
S

Bushita on my talagrir no 168.-

L

L€ snaikh on ganoeral grounds but oo long s Serdar Auoed Pamoins

" Your telogrem no 152 to tha Foraipn Gffica

Assurancs contoinod in sentanea indicotod will be wolcomn

liinister of Intarior it will not dispose of reasant difficnlt:r
unlass words for Cdchtiori triba' conld ha intorpolitad Fhor word
‘Pareisn Govarnmont', In this connadtion Plaesa sne pirngraphe
7;8, and & of Travor's folsgrm np 170,

I quits recliva howavar thod in mottor of ratirvafiant of
Sardar Assed the intarests of North nnd South conflict and somn
GOMPromius is nacnssary, A chengo of portfolio might improva -ituo-

tion though it would not fully appanan

It would of eourss ba wvary diffienlt o wall aa incon.-
dstont with tho prineiplas of our policy for us to gunranta:
Archinton op-inat sgression of pekhticri triba or guearentan Hokh-
it ogeinit Kashg. 1 hut prasuming thet wo ecmnot intoervana in
intortribel polities cen ws ragsonchly parsavars in foreing dvidn
on tho Shoikh geinst the conuaqueness of whieh wa ~ro unehls to
protact Lim?

Ha 14 quitn alive to necessity for m-intoining atrictly
constitution ]l mnd loyel ctbitude to eontral Governmont and o130
t0 thy naad of svoiding setion ccloulatad to complicete situ tion
in Northarn Parsio,

Wilson undarstends fron Hedi Rods thet first posnlt of Y
Jrrengomantcore to batwean thras parties undar rafaranee wonld ha
diplomatic talagrom to Modjliss axpressing complats individuzl and
eolloctive loyalty to Constitution und #bility and intention to
maintuin order wnd protaet trade in thaire raspactiva spharas hut et
tha semn time urging the imprudsnca of pleeing the control of neotion
#l affeirs in the hands of tribsl hoads who ernnot ha axpactad ta
rafrein from using thair position to pursum trihal ~imn,

Addrosuad to VePile Tohran, rapactad to Indin, "
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L eminstrocting HM. Consul ot Moh:mmar h to giva

Spadkh massagn indicated in my balagrem no 158 cnd T do not sae

wo paad o Frymd T s 2 = S . o *
nast go rurtdar in our assurenoar. ¥rom Rasident's telagrome

1

it would snam that if

urdar Asscd ware o laeva Government he

uld hava no Purthar toppope £ a :
would hova no furthar torrors fop Sheikh. The assuranes wo ars now

Jwin attar surals o i e e
giving ilattar surely Ppliag to rdar Aused 50 soon os he is in

tha Govoprnmant,

T hiva n 3 e d ks
+ V8 ne dasire to forea on Shoikh sdvies cgoinet tha

consaquencas of which wa should ba unohla to protact him but I

S0 harw in amp! thit sssuroneas dapend on his

leyalty to contral Governmant

Eapantad to liushira

RESIGNATION OF THE PERSIAN
FPREMIER.

BT. PETERSBURG, Arnit 14,
The following telegram has been reseived
from Teheran : B
“* As the result of the vietory of the Extrema
Nationalists in the Mefliss, the Prime Minister
and the Ministar of the Interior have tendersd
their resignations. Tt s stated that Mustafl el
‘Maumalek, now Minister of Finanee, will be the
Prima ter in the new Government.' —
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CONFIDENTIAL

Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G, Barelay (Tehran).
(No. 97.)
YOUR private telegram of 11th April.
When a favourable riunity presents itself yon should inform Russian Minister
that for many years we have been in close relations with the Sheikh of Mohammerah in
consequence of our wide interests in Southern Persia and the Persian Gulf, and that he
has in the past been given assurances of British protection against foreign attack on
condition i-ﬂflt he remained loyal to the Shah's Government. The assurances have been
renewed from time to time, and extended to his heirs and suceessors, and also to cover
the possible case of encroachments on his rights and private property, always on the
same condition.
4 The terms of the revised assurance to be given to the sheikh (see your despatch
No, 207} will shortly be communicated to vou, and you may then inform your Russian
colleagne of their substance,

Foreign Office, April 13, 1910, G:10 .,

JA -

o1
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CONFIDENTIAL.

Sir Edward Grey to Sir 0, Ba relay (Tehran),

(No. 95.) v I'IOJ'F'-’LH.' Office, April 12, 1010, noon.

YOUR telegram No, 152 [of 11th April : Assurance to Sheikh of Mohammerah].
I concur in assurance being given to sheikh as proposed, and approve advice you
suggest giving to Minister of Interior. Will telegraph further as to communication to

Russian Minister.
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iy talagram no 144,
I do not know whather W V. Cofunl s+

L &t Mohommarah hoo vat

gonvayad my pravions messege to Shatlh ( 5o

mr tolagrar o 187 )

but I should ha inclinad i ¥ou approva’ to authorisy T 1 P
f authoris ol

Gonaral to give hir 17 noeasaary

the assnranes Indiestod in £1eg
1 *
santanes of anelosura 2 in my daspateh no 207 and to ramind Rir

that lovalty to eontral Govarnmsnt is a sondition nn which our

. s -.J’ Lot | rl“

support dapands, i

I am disposad to think that it woeuld raguira 1ittle mora
taan & hint to mako Sardar assed rotire, He had boan hafors now on
tha point of loaving for Eurgpe and was only provanted with diff4e-.
wlby. But as I haliava that his presance in the Cohinst affords tha i
hast promisa of stabhility for the Gowarnm mt, I wonld strongly :
dapracata his ratiramant, I donkt whethan Sipahder anuld stand 9
withot him and wa should prohably find that Mindotae of tha In- -
torior's resipnetion lod to & Cabinat of axtrapists, It might also _.

involva dapartura of Baxhtiazed from Tahran, which would eartad

not ba in tha intarasts of order in ths eapital, but avan withowt

this oxtramists' attitude towards Dusuia 1 such that 9t wonld ha
mors diffieult for Russian Governmant to withdeaw Kaswin forea
wam3 thay in poware,

I wonld proposo to sao Ministor of Intarior and of fur nEp
frisndly but sarnast advies to give Senlot-ad-Dowlah and the Shoild:
eonvineing assurances that thay have nething to faar fror him an
long as thoy ar not (?) loyal to eantral Govarnrant and de nothing 13
to disturb ordar, Tatar it mey ha dasirabla to talk sirio
Soulot.

usly o

Rapeatod to H.M. Consul-Bonoral ot Bushira,
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PEG(PHES SIR G SARCLAY TEMRAN D, &, r.p APTIL 6
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- /& S
(Fe 149) + g
= LACE 180 J|
Pgllowing fror Cox at Tan, - |
- ® " Tn view of urgent letters awaiting me on arrival fror

ghaikhs in question I have just visditad Fowait and Vohammarah.

T found latter Sheikh in nervoum and agitated stata. |

kgants of Soulet and Pusht—i-Kuh are now with him. Ha rapresents that ' (
unless we can see our way to glve him spedific written gunrantae i ‘
of protection against further Bakhtiari agragsion he eannot out

himsalf adrift from, and therahv make enemies of, Pusht-i-Kuh and
qoulet and that if ha cannot recaive such gnarantae in reasonabla
time, say a weax, he will hava no alteraative than to entar inte
promises howavar

some eompact with them for salf-prasarvation, He

that any agresment ha may make with them shall ba colourloss and By

(5l

ghsolutaly constitutional and shall commit him to no agressive

action. Thasa chiefs rapgard Sardar Assad as fast aequiring position

of a Dietator ovar whom 2 diseordant Madjliss has practically no

eontrol and eonsider Parsian Govarnment has hecoma synonvmous

for Bukhtiari domination.
It is my beliasf that if dipnified retiremant of Sardar

Assad from the Cabinet eould ha brought about 1t would ot onea quiat

the activity of Soulat and allay axisting tension in Arabistan
nea in his prasent post

snd Pars, On the other hand nis eont inua
»nd

. . .
s gk i o dmd ) 1 Ga JOR/L/PS/10/132 1 sall
http://www.qdl.ga/4xz s»l/archive/81055/vdc_100030522023.0x00003f ;i )il jhad 4580 e (ya e



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100030522023.0x00003f?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

% Ailay n clisadai , auda gl) 13 paaall™ Jg¥) s 3adl VA A ddld P a8 il
(£V1/7%) [BY9] "Edll

dl

1y s e e Sa Bnd ) 1L G [OR/L/PS/10/132 san el
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »V/archive/81055/vdc_100030522023.0x000040 :dsai )il jhad 458 o (ya se!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100030522023.0x000040?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

% Ailay n clisadai , auda gl) 13 paaall™ Jg¥) s 3adl VA A ddld P a8 il
(£9/78) [o% ] "Gl

and poliay will produms a erisis in tha sonth ealenlated to
pracipitate intarvantion, &« ddnomamant which all thraa partias

shova mantinnad would prafar to Bakhtiari hogamony."

I will commant on abova in subsequant telagram,
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In any farther comimnica-
tiom on this subject, plonss quode

v 5618/10.

Bl 1o — cEGhIVE Foreiex Orrice

The Under-Seorstary of Siata, /:, v L
Fuwri. Qlics, 4 4 : larch . |

'1 ' Londea, 5~ [ APP 1o *) 1910.
- . i A 2 ! F
\\' “J |
5 [T 4 fe - =
o D e ¥ i |
8ir:- ’ .

1 am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknow- I
}_1‘.,'.".' ledge tne receipt of your letter of the 16th uliimo relative !
54 |
to the further assurances which the Sheikh of Lichemmers -4
desires to receive from His Majesty's Government.
1l am to inform you in reply that, in view of the con- i
#iderations adduced by Viscount lorley, Sir K. Grey concurs
in the views that the concession involved in the mention,
in the communication to be made to the Sheikh, of & definite
period during which ihe assurances should hold good may be
kept in reserve for the present.

A8 regards the question of protecting the Sheikh from

foreign aggression, I em to stale that the proposal to

substitute for the form of words suggestied in my letter ol .

the 3lst ultimo that made use ol in uie agreemenl Lelween

His Miajesty's Government and the fmir of Afghanistan has .I'
i

received

RECEIVED

The Under Secretary of State, 10 am.
Indi g - 1 APR1910
ndia Office INDIA OFFIGE.
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1_‘ ’ received careful consideraticn in Lnis Department in con-
sultation with His Majesty's Consul General at Bushire. |
1 am to state that the earlier formuila was adopted,
after long reflexion end exhaustive discussion of the ques- I
tion with lajor Cox, because it appeared to be such as would i
convince the Sheikh of the honest intention of His lia jesty's
Government to do their best to safeguard him, a8 far as
they possibly cen, having regard to the state of locel and
general politics at the time, while not committing them
in all circumstances to intervention by force of arms.
Sheilh Khazal is, in Sir L. Grey's belief, well aware
that circumstances might ariee in which it would be im- 3
practicable to give him effective help and could easily .

be maede to understand that tLhe assurance, while constitui-

ing a pledge of the sincerity of the intention to afiord
him all the aid which His Majesty's Government have it in {
their powers to lend, is yet given with that qualification. +°
Sir E. Grey is convinced that the form of wordsuicd in €'1
the ggreement with the Amir would fail to satisfy the
Sheikh but, on the contrary, would rather tend to excite his

apprehensions
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] a apprehensions, and that, rather than effer it o him, it
would be preferable to endeavour Lu aveid the guestion Lill
it is again pressed by him.

In view of the above conmiderations in the COZEncy
of which Uajor Cox entirely concurs, I am to express the |
hope that Lord Morley may see his way to withdraw the objec-
tions which he hae raised to the adoption of the formula pro-
posed in my letter above referred to. ‘
In order, however, to remove all possibility of mis-
understanding on the Sheikh's part of the nature and scope
of the assurances, S5ir E. Grey would suggest that Major Cox

ghould receive instructions, when communicating to His Ex-

=T

cellency the assurances in writing, Lo convey to him at the
same time a verbal intimation that, while His Lajesty's Gov-

ernment are perfectly sincere in their intentions towards

him and have therefore given him these assurances, yet cir- 1
cumstances mignt arise in which it would be impossible for
them to intervene by force on his behalf. In such a case

he would, of course, receive the strongest diplomatic support.

Me jor Cox would record in writing the substance of the con-

versation
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i conversation in the course of wiich this intimation was

made to the Sheikh,

Sir,
Tour most obedient,

humble Servant,
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QONFIDENTIAL. ‘

e

Sir Bdward I’-'T‘u':'f to Sir L T!rrj-r."uﬂ {'f}a,l’.feui.],

{No. ?{]) F"ﬂ:-'a'.:lrr.f U"ﬁ‘f-’_‘r , Maveh ES,I_J_,FI]_O_ 10 r.u.
YOUR telegram No. 127.

I approve language of reply io Sheikh.
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ﬁ [RCYPHER, 3 f {, , — = h =
/ SR G, BARCLAS, TEMZAL: D) 3.35 P. M. liarch 23rd. i—.‘ra

L1
Following from Acting Con Anar t Bushir
FIENL| =Y
|
] } -* 4 =
3 % nos 48 and 49 of Fahruar
1 rar K10 g 111 g rar

from internal agrassion, vide paragraphs 8 and O of his statamant
i my talagram no.

If not he sa mist oconsult Kis own intarasts
prasumably means arr ants Witn al 5 anad * OF ST
and South-Wast ara hostile tn the Bakhtiari

hava instricted H. M, Consnl at Mohammerah f

Shaikh Said that I am watching the situation elosaly and that

think he sxagporatas the dangers to himself from tha Bas

infRluenca. His baut course is to temain leyal fc the Persian Govi

and if he still finds reason to complain of encroachments he should
@ ot

submit his grisvances to the central Government, Should satisfactic

be fthen rafused him he eculd rely on my support.

2 "
25 Moactin 1o

T':\- -
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Te D48 DLl

Hy tealograme nes 68, 76,and 78,

Pnllosing from Consul at Bushirs no 48,

" Your talagrarm no 83,

Shaikh'

g8 raply to Wilcon was tn follewing affect:-

I havs not at prasent deons mora &

aXchang=

lattars and corpliments with Soulat and have in no way pladgad

mysalf. Ha is not the only irpoftant politieal parsonage amongst

il B

tribal laadars of Parsia from vhom T

o

hawvia rapayivad lattars urging

ma tn combina against lakhtiari dormination of Pargins,

8. When Sirdar Assad eama hara fror Eurpra gn tha

fakran he solarnly swora to ma that onea ha had

= L

ntahlishad

eongtitution ha would ratira so as to prova his disintarastadnase

Ho has deceivad ma and on

prataxt of gonstitutionalism is os—

teblishing a tyrenny to whieh pravious dospotism was prafarabla.

a

8. lakhtiari hava taken ovar Govarnorship of Tshran,
Ispahen, Yazd and Bahbehen. In the lattar ton in fiowarneant of =j
whish T hava had shara for vaars tho Bakhtiari Fhah novr Govarnor
has lootad the housas of desarving men ond dishonourad thair

wivas and hoys. Moraovar ha is intriguing in my lande at Efnnrﬁn

and otharwiss working against ma
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4, Sams thing 4« being donn st Rar, Tnpmig

5. In Kh

Kheran lands near Shnstor 1iasad he ma \
and cconpiad by my tribes Bakhtiari sovars ara

v demanding teaxag

- " |
' without right or pracedant 4

6. If T allov this to go on sarious troubla wil]l

vithout doubt ari.a and it will he a.oribid to w

L

subjnet; will breag of f from me and will haeoma disunited and

lawlans as bafoFa. Bak

Khana will wquare tha Fuhenlu and o

Ll

Kashgai and will then hava the road opsn te fa2ll on thair i

T4 1 !

A {

hoaradd+am oy il T = ]

haraditary foas. 11l ha mads Govarnor ‘
of Arabistan,this wonld inavitahly produca econfliet: Sipdar

hat British Gevarnment has promisad not to

baliava

staps to hacors Shah, I do not
thi, but would liks to bhs reassurad on this point,

7. bakhtiariy ara doing this from personal motivas
order hara is parfact. My ralations with Governor frisndly, ‘
my texas paid up to data. Sirder Assed has haan wending ra |
massagae, as Ministsr of Interior particularly ripneding 0il
Company’ s afyairs of an insulting nat@rs which no Ministar has
avar sant ma hafora,

8. British Gowvarnmant mads ne protact whon I halpad

linlpr+ s

unkhtiari to turn out Shah ond as

hlizh eon~titution: intara .ty i1 l

of my ruls and my .ubjoets demand that I should ha on tho ©

vids and if T continue to support scknowledgrent of dominatior
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of Tahran I shall ba cutting my own throat, \

8. But if british Govarnrent will gnarantes me pEad

1' internal agrassion of Bakhbiari or contral Govarnpant T will
rafrain from deing anything at all, if not I rust consult mr e

intarasts and thous er my trihas.

I defar commants until I wee rasult &f prascurs

(=]

1
is baing usad on Sirdar Assad to affact corpromisa with Soulat

ishira to kaap India inforpad,
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MEMORANDUM BY MAJOR COX. FEBRUARY 18, 1910. | Ji
It is only on the question of protection against
agression by land that any further comment from me seems
needed. As regards the other points I am in agreement with
the views expressed above. g
In the matter of agression by land, what is wanted,

if poesible, is for us to glve the Sheikh some form of ass-

urance which will really let him feel that we frankly do

passlibly
intend to do our best to safeguard him, as far as wqﬂcun,

baving regard to conditions existing in local and general
polities, when, if ever, the emergency arises. The form

* gafeguard him to the best of our abllity " seemed to Mr
Mallet and myself to meet the case without committing us
too much. In the formula used in the assurances given to the I
Amir there is nothing, I fear, which would satisfy the k¥
Sheikh of the bona fides of our intention to do the best | 1 .
We could do for him; and I strongly recommend ihat the . 1 i
India Office be pressed te accept the other forél I can

think of nothing at present which would meet the case better,
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|

It would be better to try and avold the question
until he presses it again than to offer the Sheikh the %1
assurance favoured by the Indla Office: it would only
arouse his apprehensions and he would not, I am quite

convinced, be contented with 1t.

( 8igned ) P.Z.Cox.
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DECYPRER SIS G BARCLAY TERRAN D. 12.85 pP.m. MARCH 14.

" e 11,16 pom.

(N0 108)
/

Myhtelepgran no 101 and previous correspondence. Situation
in the south. I find that Ninister of Intarior is aware of tha
nogotiations proceading hetween Sowlet and othar chiefs hut he affect:
to make light of them. He has pivan Kasggai deputy in Tehran casur—
Anges that Sowlat will be paimteined as chiaf of trihe so long as
he is loyal to Farsian Governmant.

I hasitate to say anything to Ninister of Intarkor ~hout the
Shoikh of Mohamrarah's griavances unloss the latter compleins again
but I shall warn Sheikh through A.M. Consul at Moharmarah not to
ihtrigue with Vali of Pusht—i-Kuh.

If MHinistar of Interior can succedd in convineing Sowvlet
that ha is not seeking to rmin him it should po far to allaviate
situation and trengiillise Shaikh.

apaatad to A.M, Consnl Genoral at Bushire and Indin,
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CONFIDENTIAL.

| W

Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G, Barelay (Tehran).

(ND, 53.) Fﬂn'.:yrr Office, March 13, 1910, 1130 A
YOUR telegram No. 101.
Would it not be advisable to instruct Hizs Majesty's consul at Mohammerah to

warn sheikh to abstain from intriguing with Vali of Pusht«i-Kuh against Bakhtiari ?
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DECYPHER SIi G BAuCLAY TREHLAN

(N0 101) / T s

My telegrem no Bl

oL

An amissary of Vali of Pusht—i~Kuh ennfidantially inforpad
Ra
H.M. Consnl at Ahwaz on Fah 26 that MMeJlermmmeslieagua was Dro-

te

egaading to Mohammarah to try,affaet an agroament with Shoikh

against tho Bakhtiari,

=

Emissary laft for Moghammarah Pab 47,
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CONFIDENTIAL, ; N

8ir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.— (Reecived February 27, 12:30 pu)

{No. 85.) + Tehran
MY telegram No. 81.

Following from consul at Bushire, No, 41 :

February 27, 1910, 12:30 paL

“ My immediately preceding the following remarks :

ed ot to th
, and that his own
He did not seem

“5 Ty addition 1o commu
that Soulet-ed-Dowlel wans Ll
strong position depended on his
to be greatly perturbed at pos
“ Bheikh has '|I‘.'-"-:IIII:-I"].
“ ¢ His attitude of resent
what has been going on at B

atter for the present.
1 of the Bakhtiari, intensified by
by his subjects.

4 T helieve sheikh to be genuinely in favour of the constitutional minority of the

Igﬂ.kl”-iil]'i i

There is no doubt that the Bakhtinri accendency is deeply resented in the south,
and that its continuance will probably lead to trouble.

[151—220]
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MINUTE.

‘ » The originul ussnurunce given by Sir A.Hardinge

to the Sheilh in December 1902 is as follows:!-

: ; Hajji Reis-ut-Tujjar asked e on your behalf to what extent you might rely on the
w A /{“W 3 pw!.echt{jn of the Bﬁﬁ:l: Government, and 1 told him that so luugugglu behaved to us *
M }"J«,/M as you have done in the past in a friendly manuer, our influence would be exerted here to

maintain you and your tribes in the enjoyment of your hereditary rights and customs, and
to_djm,ﬁl_e the Government of Tehran from any endeavour to diminish or interfere with |
them. Hajji Reis thereapon said that you were not afraid of the Persian Government
itself nor of attack by neighbuuring tribes acting or professing to act under its orders, but
that you wished to know whether we should protect you in the event of an attempt by a ‘
rw ﬁﬁan you or deprive your people of ;he r;ghts which they at present
possess.  This ~might happen in two : either such a foreign Power might be at
war with Persia, and might as an m;;rt:f the Shah send ships to attack your district.
Or such a Power, pretending to be the friend of the Persian Government or to act on its
behalf might attempt also by means of its ships to conquer you and the Arabs. | replied |
that both contingencies were extremely unlikely, butif either wereto arise, we should, I
believed, interfere, provided you had acted in accordance with our advice, and our fleet,
which is the strongest of any in the Gulf, would be employed to prevent any foreible
measures against you, I stated, however, that I would refer these questions to the
TFareign Minister of the British Government, and he has now authorized me to say that
we shall protect Mohammierah against naval attack by a foreign Power, whatever pretext
for such action may be alleged, and also, 5rTong as you remain faithful to the Shah and
act in accordance with our advice, shall continue to give you m‘__uﬁi_ce:ﬁd i

mﬁ»_i - s J

This wes repeated in Jscanbar 1908 and

tended as follows :- ; ‘

r
Yagin lon £ il 1 am directed to repeat, on behalf of His Majesty’s tGiovernment, the assurances’ -
2% _smmymrhwllmyhthﬂmo!EisMajmt:’n]ﬁninber,BirArthurHa:din 1]
/t?l' i the 7th December, 1902, which is in your neﬂ?nn,md‘l.heiarmsufvhﬂ:

1 ted to you at our interview above referred to; and I am then to add that His
Ma - ’s Gf:ﬂhervmmw no:tamd&t:mmmmh successors. |
am f point out His Majesty’s Government have en to
respect the independence and inte 'qﬁmmmupmmmmgr
mdmmﬁmxm uf’m Mhi;”hquin that country and includes the
continuanee autonomy which your Excellency at present 413
It follows from the above tha{myez{arml nggrmionupnmenjun !.
would constitute an infringement of Persian integrity, which is recognized by the
terms of the Apglo-Russian Copvention, . .
This was further extended in flay '09 4s Jollows:—

Ly C;;g £ M While expressing thanks lor these amplified assurances, represented that
E‘fﬂ /0 'lhaysgcmedtnyouan{:l;snfegwﬂ you so long as Persia mtﬁuuadmexiatua
‘!"‘q 7 sovoreign State and you pressed for a further assurance which would cover the
contingency of Persia ceasing to exist as a sovereign State and the intervention or

weup;.tim by foreign Powers. I

. You also expressed doubt as to whether the present sssurance only pmviﬂg&"li-r

immunity against unwarrantable encroachment on your rights by the absolute govern- ||

ment of His Majesty the Shah, or whether it also covered prevention of similar action |

on the part of parliamentary government. In reply to those representations, yot |

Execllency was informed that Great Dritain and Russia being pledged to mw%

integrity of Persia, the British Government were not, properly speaking, able to admit

even the possibility of Persia ceasing to hnWh or coming under the

of a foreign Power, but that in the event of such a continge

“ecupation :
&emmahadygvanwyw&caﬂmywoulﬂ e even more binding
I was further permitted to inform you that whatever change might take place in

the form of government in Persia the British Government were prepared to give ¥
sei0. © 72+ the same support against any encroachment on your rights as was promised to you

1902, and I was authorised to add that they wemnﬁwl]i:mpomd to extend

application of those assurances to your * heirs and successors. gk

i L S —— T —
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X he eikh was not satisfied wit? is ., and
: &
3 r 2 ¢ ]
on oftion ¢ ajor Cox ¢ arela; E
] P ard s Fu #) -, va  Friet ¥ !
I ¥ « MOW pirc e to moal]y Lthe dssurance 2
|
{ g st 7 B T %
] r { substituting "uaels a Jor "heirs
il . " 2 Eha  eandd e 7
and suocessors”, or e cond i
"
m
Ly : 2 vy T T S i i
4 ’ } wd they "continue to julfil their obligatbic
i 7 L 3 - . o - Y
' to H.if. Covt. and the Persian Govt. and to
e ” )
accaptabla to thair fribasmen”.
| Y 4 i R } — Lom whinh tha 0csciiFf-
] 2) by fixing the period for which the assur

v 3 y S | G :
Wil ofiudi Hivdu JOUE wr o Yoo &dell

The Sheikh also wishes to haeve a fom of

himsélf proposed the followi S

Translation of Brief Form of Assurances of the nature desired Iy Bheikh Khazal, and in
the terms dictated by him to Major Coz,

(For communication to tribal elders.)

I am authorized to inform you that whatseever change may take place in the state

]tn‘f the government of Persis, and whether it be Royalist or Nationalist, the British
Government will be prepared to afford you support and protection for preventing any

sort of encroschment on vour property, jurisdietion, amd rights ; amip will likewise
| protect you against foreign Powers, and not allow any encroachment to be made on
your property, jurisdiction, and rights. These assurances have been given for yourself

f |and afterwards for your male descendents by the British Government.
|}

| For this Sir G.Barelay and Major
7 i to substitnute

Revised Version of Assurance to Sheikh of Mohammerah.

T Wi

5 i i ou that, no matter what change ma take place in
{"Il ‘u:-f ﬁihoiﬁ:hrméthPgmin, and, whether it be Royalist or ﬁat.launlllmt‘., the
tliih;ﬁ:{lmﬂo-vernmfnb will be prepared to afford you the support necessary tor obtaining

' a satisfactory solution in the event of any encroachment by the Persian Government on b,

=zl i d ised rights or on your mpert.yinPumia.. 5 ] -
¥ L &m{?ﬁﬂﬁ:{;:r :r::;'rgi li_ll a.ﬂ'gfld you pmtactgn against. molestation fmm_dfuf:elgn E; ft
' ! Puwem and will nm«armit. any encroschment to be lnln_lda by them on your said juris-
iction i ights or upon your property in Persia,
di'%i-']?ll;h::;] ;ﬁf:r:cm l:rge Bgiovrunp?orjyonrselpe by the British ﬂovmmenii,l and h:re
L intended to extend to your male descendents so long as you or & ]:hn. no::j 3
e Eﬂsd to observe your obligations to the Central Government and sh ave continu

to be guided by our advice and maintain an attitude satistactory to us.

————

[} S
The F.0. proposes to acecept this with the
L fellowing alterations :- ()
=
. X
Ly - —_
114 As side da Ss daad ) 1Al s JOR/L/PS/10/132 a4l
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(a) in para.l to the affect that in the event of l

' > anoroasohment by the FPsraian Government on his privote i
pranartly tn Fareia "H.}L CQovarnment will afford him 4
"agstatancs to obtain a satisfactary =2o0lution aof the "

i frioulty ",

(k) B2 in para.2 to substitute "H.).Government will
Psafeguard /0% to the bast of their ability ngainst
®an unprovoked attack by a forseign Fowsr or against
raryy snoroaoimant by suoch o Fowar on your sald
Piurtiadiotion and recognigsed righte or upon pour

fowonarty in Faraia”.
o S :

They also pronose ta give him a X.C.F.E., and,

with regard to the Sheikh's appranenzionz az o the

affeot om his pasition "l" pozzihla Rritish tnterven -

-

tion in tha south of Parsta to inform him "that the

L *ooniingenoy ie one whioh H.!, Jovarmment carnot
*ocomtenplate and to »sfer him $o the instrument itaself
*rand t0 the commmnioation nade t9 him on December lat
*1908 in whioh this question is evprassly dealf with”.

Tha firat prapoaal (1) 80 far introdusss a naw i

principlae itnto our ralations with Nohamera that it !
extends the nledoe from q‘;'n‘".')r‘ of the _1_:5__ facto rulsr !’
to that of the da jurs ruler. But with the proviso I
nronosed by the Foraign OfFfice, wir. ih .
1wcaptabls to tha tribesmen, ths a4
not be entitled to our support until ha has haooms the

Iﬁ'd de faato rulsr. The assurancs therafors amsunts in |

-

igd to very 1littls, md, it 1s submittad, mar

aqafaln ha airar.

The second nropaaal (£ ) io mora doubtful. s

Poraiom OFFfice profess t0 reoard 1% as zetting
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sl ha agrasd to
Ty { pe g Py § - ] -~ - o
Bera 18 no aoubt of the preat importance of
L) E] lMoharmera to Pritish and Tndian intersstas in the Gulr.
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In sny fariher communicn.
tion om this subject, please quote
s 1008/10.
and nidilvess — Forgicy OFricE
I The Under-Becretary of Slale, F,
' * Fomg ”“""" TN January %/ , 1910.
ondon. ; | %
gir:-

With reference to your letter of the 23rd of July

last relative to the further assurances which the

i?ﬂu. ] Bheikh of Mohammera desires to receive from His Maj=-
i~ ‘- a
L f/-
)\P/f N esty's Governnent, I am directed by Secretary Sir Eg-
/._11,- \

ward Grey to transmit to you herewith copy of a des-

patch from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, reporting

the result of the discussion of this guestion which

took place between him and His Majesty's Consul Gen-

eral at Bushire during the visit of the latter to Teh=-
_ ran in November last, and I am further to inform you

}tha.t the question has formed the subject of unofficial
|

-.conversatlone at this Office with Major Cox since his -4
arrival in England on leave of absence.

¢ It will be observed that the Sheikh is anxious,
in the first place, that the assurance given to him
and subsequently extended to his heirs and successors
ghould be modified so a8 to apply to his male descen-

dants

i Tl k.

The Under Secretary of State,
India Office.
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descendants.

The reasons for this wish which are to be found
in the Memorandum by Major Cox enclosed in 8ir G.
Barclay's despatch appear to Sir E. Grey to be suffi-
clently strong adequately to explain the Sheikh's
anxiety on the point.

/i« 8ir E. Grey sees no objection, in the circum=
stances, to compliance with the Sheikh's desire so
long a8 it 1is made quite clear to him that the assur-
ances given are only to hold good on condition that he
and his male descendants continue to fulfil their
obligations to His Majesty's and the Persian Govern=
mente and to be acceptable to thelr tribesmen.

£ 8ir E. Grey attaches some importance ito the in-
elusion of the latter condition since 1t would be un-
desirable that His Majesty's Government should find
themselves in the position of being boumd to support a
Sheikh of Mohammera with whom the tribesmen were dis-
patisfied and whom they wished to remove.

/ The Sheikh further wishes the assurances 1o be

made to hold good for one hundred years.
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I ® /. As regards this point Sir E. Grey has no objec-
tion in principle to making the assurances valid for a
stated time since 1t appears preferable that His Maj=
esty's Government should be bound for & fixed period
only than that they should remain under this obliga-
tion in perpetuity. He would suggest however that
the period should be somewhat reducsd and that the as-
surances should be given for three generations only.

The 8heikh also asks for an assurance of protsc-
tion for his private property in Persia and, so far
as possible encroachment by the Persian Government is
concerned, Sir E. Grey concurs in the view of S8ir G.
Barclay and Major Cox that there is no objection to
promising him that in such an event His Majesty's
Government will afford him assistance to obtain & sat-
isfactory solution of the difficulty.

8ir E. Grey further sees no harm in the proposal
of Major Cox that, in order to give His Majesty's Gov-

ernment a pretext for interventlon in a case of this

kind, the Sheikh should be made a K.C.I.E.
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S /o. The question however of giving an assurance that
the Bhelkh shall be protected against molsstation by
forelgn Powers or against any encroachment by such a
Power on hls Jurisdiction, recognized righte or prop-
erty in Persla requires more careful consideration.

/, The assurance given to the Sheikh in 1902 and
since confirmed only promised him defence agalnst na-
val attack and this appears to 8ir E. Grey unobjec=
tionable, but to assume an obligation to protect him
from aggression by land also might not only be very
difficult to carry out but mizht also, in the event
for example of a land attack on him by Turkey - a con-
tingency by no means impossible, especlally if the
Bagdad Railway is completed - involve Great Britain
in a serious dispute with the Porte or with a third
Power or even in & war and that perhaps at a moment
when such a complication might prove excessively in-
convenient.

/7. 8ir E. Grey asccordingly attaches lmportance to
the use as regards this point of a form of words

which, while convincing the Shelkh of the sincere in-

tentlion

yrg i gike e Sa ad ) L4 3 JOR/L/PS/10/132 :ga el
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »V/archive/81055/vdc_100030522023.0x000087 :dsai il shad 4i€a o (ya se!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100030522023.0x000087?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

é Ailay n clisadai , auda gl) 13 paaall™ Jg¥) s 3adl VA A ddld P a8 il
(£V1/VYe) [Bre] " il

yyo s gibe e oSa st 1l Ga JOR/L/PS/10/132 1aa el
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »V/archive/81055/vdc_100030522023.0x000088 :dsai il jhad 45€a e (ya se!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100030522023.0x000088?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

2

7 43y 4 cilipakali , aua glf 13 paaall™ oW1 £l V40 A Adld P BB Cila
(i\i/\ri)[Jﬂﬂ]'ﬂé*&ﬂ

(1008/10)

| - intention of His Majesty's Government to afford him
all the help in their power in the contingency con-
templated, should yet not bind them to forcible inter-
vention on his behalf.
8ir E. Grey would suggest that the form “they
(His Majesty's Government) will safeguard you to the
best of their ability against an unprovoked attack by
a foreign Power or against any encroachment by such a
Power on your sald jurisdictlon and recognized rights
or upon your property in Pereia® might meet the case,
/4. Sheikh Khazal also regards as possible the con-
tingency that His Majesty's Govermment might be driven
to assume control of the customs of the Southern ports,
including those of Mohammera end Ahwaz, and hopes that,
if this happens, he will be left in immedlate control
of these two ports as at present.
/" On this point Sir E. Grey agrees with Bir G.
Barclay in thinking that it would be undesirable to
give such an undertaking as, in the unlikely contin-

gency contemplated, circumstances might arise in which

Y

it would be difficult or incenvenient o comply with

the
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a the Sheikh's wish.
/i« He would therefore prefer that, should the
Sheikh revert to the question, he should be answered,
as suggested by Sir G. Barclay, with friendly assur-
ances of a general character.

7. The Sheikh 1is also apprehensive of a general
catastrophe in Pereia wnich might compel His Majes-
ty's Governmnent to intervene in the South of that
country, and wishes to be assured that in such a case
he and his tribesmen will be maintained in their pre-
gent position or, if this 1is impossible, that he may
retain his personal revenue and be granted an asylum
in India or elsewhere.

/#. AB regards this point 1t appears to 8ir E. Grey
that, as His Majesiy's Government have recently signec
the Anglo-Russlan Agreement whereby they have bound
+hemselves to respect the integrity and independence
of Persia, it would be inconsistent to discuss the
break-up of that country as a possible event.

. ﬁ; He would accordingly propose to inform the

Bheikh

. o L
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- Sheikh that the contingency is one which His Majes-
ty's Government cannot contemplate and to refer him
to the instrument 1itself and to the communication
made to him on December 1st 1908 in which this ques=-
tion is expressly dealt with.

Finally the Sheikh expfesaea the wish that the
assurances given him should be couched in a form which
he can show to his tribesmen to strengthen both their
support of himself end their faith in the friendly
policy of His Majesty's Government.

1/, 8ir E. Grey considers this request to be a rea-
sonable one and is disposed to sanction the adoption
for the purpose indicated of the form proposed by Sir
G. Barclay and Major Cox with the modification sug-
gested above in the passage relating to protectlon
against molestation, &c., by & foreign Power. All
reference to the fact that the assurances are given
on condition that the Shelkh and his male descendants
continue to be acceptable to the tribesmen should,

8ir E. Grey thinks, be omitted from this document,
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which should be handed te him at the seme time as the
longer form contalning the text of the assurances in
Tull, which is intended for his own information only.
I am to state that Sir E. Grey would be glad to

be favoured with Viscount Morley's observations on
this subject in general &nd on the above proposals in
particular.

I am

8ir,
Your most obedient,

humble Bervant,

L?‘ELL-_ e e LERL
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No, 2591, dated Bushire, the 14th {received 25th) October :\gagK i
me—MAJOIR A. P. Trevor, LA, Pirst Assistant Resident,
Residency, Bushire,

To=S5. H. ButLER, Esq,, C.S.I, C.LE., Secretary to the Government of India ia
the Foreign Department.

1 have the honour to forward, for the information of the Government of
QToltio Azesy Kouct to Pt A"i?g:f llnlfxa, a copy of the marginally noted
: tin charge of Residency, Bushire, No, etter concerning a conversation which the
e e Sheikh of Koweit held with the Political
Agent.

2. Sheikh Mubarek appears to be in a very friendly mood at present, as
instanced by his spontaneous offer of the Agency rent free, and by this conversa-
tion, but I think there must be some ulterior motive in all this affability.

e
(‘!"-- i o
oy 070 2y Mo .

i

A g

)

No, 563, dated Koweit, 11th October 1900,
From—Captaiy W. H. I. SHAKESPEAR, LA, Political Agent, Koweit,
To—The First Assistant Resideat, in charge of the Residency, Bushire. 1

I have the honour to report the substance of a conversation which the Sheikh
of Mubarak held with me a few days ago on the affairs of the Sheikh of Moham-
merah in case it may prove of interest to Government.

2. It appears that shortly after Major Cox's last visit to Mohammerah
Sheikh Khazal called together the headmen of his tribes and discussed with them | A .
the advantages of definitely binding himself to the British Government by a
document, which evidently from Sheikh Mubarak's description was intended to
be a regular treaty on more or less equal terms. The headmen of the tribes
“were very averse to anE;:uch proposal Eointing out that, though they might make !
a treaty and so avoid Persian and Turkish interference in their affairs, they would |
be subjected to endless interference from the British who would, little by little,
reduce them and their Sheikh (Khazal) to the condition of Bahrein, where
now nothing was possible without the ‘order’ of the Political Agent; th
could see no compensating advantage in such an arrangement especially
as at present they found that a combination of all the near Arab tribes | 1
could make things'so unpleasant for either Persian or Turks that Mohame- !
merah %c(nerally succeeded in securing its own way very satisfactorily. | |
Sheikh Khazal was, however, insistent and pointed out that, though such
had been the case of Bahrein, it had been brought about from within by the
Khalifa family's own foolish method of working and contrasted our treatment of
Bahrein with that of Koweit, where a Political Agent had proved of considerable : i
help to Sheikh Mubarak. Finally, it appears that, by argument, specious promises
amr lavish hospitality Sheikh Khazal prevailed on his Cha'ab headmen to
that, if he put his signature to any document of the kind contemplated, tﬁy
would follow his lead and also append their signatures. In reply to my query as
to why Sheikh Khazal should be so anxious to secure the signature of the headinen
to such a document as well as his own, Sheikh Mubarak pointed out that that was
the only certain way by which Sheikh Khazal could bind all the various subtribes
to their promise, fearing as he did, if anything subsequently occurred to which one
dtbe£:s objected, that he might be unable to prevent all of them siding with
the disappointed one and leaving him without the necessary support cither to

compliance or induce it pacifically.

3 The above was conveyed to me by Sheikh Mubarak quite spontaneously
and, at the moment, struck me as being specially produced for British consump-
tion or as a ballon d'essai. Then, on his own account, Sheikh Mubaralk urged the ]
advantages to the British Government in some such tie, pointing out that between ik
them he and Sheikh Khazal owned practically the whole of cultivated land 'y
on the Shatt-el-Arab up to Mohammerah and beyond. i ;

I have no doubt, from the careful way in which the Sheikh express Y
iimgit, that this communication and probably the form of it were carefully B
arranged between himself and Sheikh Khazal at one of their frequent meetings
at Failiya solely with an eye to their own advantage ; each desires to rid himself
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' i
\ ‘tv the Turkish or Persian Government may have over him and to
:,e! ‘l'ah:: i:ufi:]:a:;n: benevolent protection of the British Government. Though the ﬁll
Sr?eikhs may talk of the benefits of such protection, their s_ule nic_a is zha:, when -
| obtained, it will give them a guarantee from foreign aggression while leaving them r
P absclute within their own territories to do what they please with life and pmpm,f?_}- L
i within their respective jurisdictions. : k.
¢ ! reported the conversation not so much as hke_ly to lead to anythn;
i lurthg; Ih:?:: shj;:v how these two Sheikhs regard matters in this region. For it -
I must be remembered, though this of course is mever even hinted, exactly the
same means which the two Sheikhs employ to achieve their ends with their
r I resent suzerains could be used with equal effect against ourselves, and I regret T
| fo have to state that, in my opinion, I do not think 'She:kh Mubarak would have
‘ . the slightest hesitation in concerting any such move if he thought he had the least 4
chance of obtaining a successful issue, 9
e | ) &
|
I [sla
el
i !
-
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As to the question of successors, in my opinion it will not_satisfy the sheikh, the
pointing out_that successors will be presumably heirs of his body lawiully begotten,
and Haji Rais is of the same opinion. The sheikh is particularly anxious to have his
offspring (* aolad ') mentioned. 8o in my opinion it will be advisable to give him the ~
extension to ** heirs and successors.” 9

W. McDOUALL,

Inclosure 3 in No. 1.
Consul-General Cox to the Sheikh of Mohammerah.

(After the usual compliments.) Mohammerah, May 16, 1904,

ON the 1st December, 1808, T had the honour, by the direction of His Majesty's
QGlovernment, to repeat to your Excellency the assurances given you on behalf of
Government by his Excellency Sir Arthur Hardinge, British Minister at Tehran, in his
letter of the 7th December, 1802, to your address, and to inform you that the British b
Covernment were now prepared to extend those assurances to your successors.

I was further directed to explain to you that the British Government had engaged
to respect the integrity and independence of Persia, and that that undertaking in
itself involved the maintenance of the status quo in Persia, and thus included the
continnance of the same state of autonomy which your Excellency at present enjoys.

T was then to point out that it followed from the above that any external aggression
apon your Excellency would constitute an act of infringement of that Persian integrity
which has received recognition in the Anglo-Russian Convention.

While expressing your thanks for these amplified assurances, you represented that
they seemed to you only to safeguard you so long as Persia continued to exist as a
soversign State and you pressed for a further assurance which would cover the
contingency of Persia ceasing to exist as a sovereign State and the intervention or
occupation by foreign Powers.

You also expressed doubt as to whether the present assurance only provided
immunity against unwarrantable encroachment on your rights by the absolute govern-
ment of His Majesty the Shah, or whether it also covered prevention of similar action
on the part of parliamentary government. In reply to those representations, yolur
Excellency was informed that Great Britain and Russia being pledged to respect the
im_s-_g:riiy of !"ﬂﬁaiu, the British (Glovernment were not, pl‘DIJL‘:I’J}" sp-cnki.ug, able to admit
even tha possibility of Persia ceasing to be a sovereign State or coming under the
occupation of a foreign Power, but that in the unlikely event of such a contingency
E:.’ assurances already given to your Excellency wounld become even more hinding than

fore.

I was further permitted to inform you that whatever change might take place in
the form of government in Persia the British Government were prepared to give you
the same support against any encroachment on your rights as was promised fo you in
1902, and I was authorised to add that they were now prepared to extend the
application of those assurances to your * heirs and snccessors,”

Mr. McDouall and I have informed you that in our opimion the assurances 8s
now extended and expressed, appear to satisfy all your requirements; but you have
further requested that the words * heirs and successors ’ may be changed and the wards
“ pwn successive male descendants " may be written instead ; and you have gone on
to express the hope that His Majesty's Government will be pleased to dispel the last
shadow of doubt from your mind regarding their own intentions in the future, by
adding after the words ** male descendants * as above, the words “ up to & period of
100 years ” (or if it be pessible 150 years).

I cannot give %'onr Excellency any reply on this point without reference @
Government, but T will lose no time in communicating to them your representations.

have, &e.
P. Z. COX, Major,
Politicnl Resident in the Persian Gulf.
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Ho., 1382 of 1808.

British Residency and Consulate-General,

Bushire, 12th June 1909.

From

Major P. Z. Cox,

Political Resident in the Persian Gulfl,

To

8. H, Butler, Esquire, C.S.I., C.1.E.,
Secretary to the Government of India

in the Foreign Department, Simla.

sir,

With reference to my telegram lo. 255, dated {

5th april 1808, I have tihe honour to attach, for the

C. I. B.,

(1)
(2)
(s)
(4)

Minister to Resident, telegram lo, 99,

deted 16th April 1509.

Consul Melliall to Reslident, HNo, 54,

dated 24th April 1808,

Resident to Sheikh of Liohammerah,
letter dated 16th May 1909, _
Resident to Minister, letter No. 85,
1391, deated 12th June 1908.

q
information of the |
Government of India,

copies of further i

S L

the subject of the assurances to be given to the Sheikh of

Miohamnerah.

Political Resident in the Persian Gulf.

correspondence on 3

I bave, etc.,

8d./- P. Z. Cox, Major, 4

AR
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Ho. 55/1381 of 1508.

Sritish Residency and Consulate-Consul,

Sushire, l1l2th June 1909.

sir,

In continuation of the correspondence on the

subject of the assurances to be given te the Sheilkh of
Mobammerah, ending with your telsgram No, $9, dated 19th
April 180%, I bhave the honour to report that at my last
visit to the Sheikh on 15th and 16th May I discussed the
question with bim at length in the presence of kr. McDouall,
and finding him, as the latter anticlpated, still not fully
satisfied with the deduction that his successors would pre-
sumably be his offspring, I gave him the slightly extended
guarantee to cover his "heirs and successors", as authorised
by His Majesty's Govermment. In the endeavour to persuads
him that he bad now got all he could reasonably want, I went
tirough the record with him once more, reading him ths
various assurances that had been hitherto given him, and at
his desire addressed him & communication epitomising the
Trecent fragmentary negociations and bringing the subject up
to date in a convenient form for his information. Of this

letter I enclose & CORY »
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The penultimate paregraph was included in order to
~
satisfy him that his final representation was taken note of,
ﬁ but before parting with him it wes agreed between us that as

I hoped very shortly to have the privilege of meeting Your
Excellency, it would be better that I should discuss hia
affairs with you personally, and he gonseguently does not

expect an immediate reply to his last request.

I bave, etc.,
3d./= P« Z. Cox, Major,
Gritish Resident in the Persian Gulfl

and Hig Britannic liajesty's Consul-General
for Fars, atoc.

His Excellency Sir George Barclay, K.C.M.G., C.V.0.,

His Britannic lejesty's Envoy Extraordinary and Minister

Plenipotentisry at the Court of Persia, TEH R AN .
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To
- His Bxcellency Shelkh Khazal Khan, Sardar-i-arfa,

Sheikh of Mohammerah,

Dated Mohsmmerah, May 16th, 1500.

After the usual compliments,

On the 1st December 1908 I have the honour by the
direction of lis lajesty's Government to repeat to Your
Bxcellency the assurances given you on belmlf of Government by
His Excellency Sir Artiwr Hapdinge, British Minister at Tehran,
in his letter of 7th December 1902 to your address, and to
inform you that the British Government were now prepared to

extend those assurances to your successors,

I was further directed to explain to you that the
British Governmant had engaged to respect the integrity and
independence of Persia and that that undertaking in itselfl
involved the maintenance of the status guo in Persia, and thus
included the continusnce of the same state of autonomy which

Your Excellency at present enjoys.

I was then to point out that it followed from the
above that any external aggression upon Your Excellency would
conatitute an act of infringement of that Persian integrity

which has received recognition in the Anglo-itussian Convention.

While expressing your thanks for these amplified

asgurances
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assurances, you represented that they seemed to you only to
safeguard you 8o long as Peraia continued to exist as a
* Sovereign State and you pressed for & further assurance which

would cover the contingency of Persia ceasing to exist as a
Sovereign State and the intervention or occupation by Foreign
Powers.

You alsg expressed doubt as to whether the present
assurance only provided immunity ageinst unwarrantable encroach=-
mant on your rights by the absolute government of His liajesty
the Shah, or whether it also covered prevention of similar
sction on the part of parliamentary government. In reply to
those representations, Your Excellency was informed that Great
Britein and Russia bLeing pledged to respect the integrity of
Persia, the 3ritish Government were not properly speaking able
to admit even the possibility of Persia ceasing to be a
Sovereign State or coming under the occcupation of a Foreign
Powsr, but that in the unlikely everlof such a contingency the
assurances already given to Your Excellency would become even

more binding than befors.

I was further permitted to inform you that whatever

change might take place in the form of government in Persia the
British Government were prepared to give you the same support 4

agsinst any encro@chment on your rights as was promised to you

in
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in 19802 and I was authorised to add that they were now prepared
to extend the application of those assurances to your "

heirs

y * and successors",

kir. lMcDouall and I have inl'orn?;ou that in our opinion
the assurances 85 now exXtended and expressed, appeared to
satisfy all your requirements; but you have further requested
that the words "heirs and successors" may be changed and the
words "own Ssuccessive male descendants" may be written instead;
and you have gone on to express thw hope that His lajesty's
Government will be pleased to dispel the last shadow of doubt
from your mind regarding their own intentions in the future, by

adding after the words "male descendants”™ as above, the words

"up to 8 period of 100 years" (or if it be possible 150 years).

I cannot give Your Excellency eny reply on this
polnt without reference to Government, but I will lose no time

in communicating to them your representations.

I am Your Excellency's sincere friend,

Sd./- P. &. OCox, Muajor,

Political Resident in the Persian Guif.
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Consul Meclouall to Hesident,

lios 564, dated April 24th 1908,

Yours of 20th about assurances to the Sheilkh. I
have told Lajji Reis to tell the Sheikh the first part of

the Forelgn Office message which is certainly an advence.

As to the question of successors, in my opinion it
will not satisfy the Cheikh, the pointing out that successors
will be presumably heirs of his body lawfully begotten, and
Hajji Rmis is of the sawme opinion, The Sheikh is particular-
ly anxious to bave his offspring (aclad) mentioned. S0 in
my opinion it wlll be advisable to give him the extension to

"heirs and successors",

5d,/= W. McDouall.
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Telegram P, frowm Legation, No. §0, dated the 19th April 1900.

{ . Forelgn Uffice have wired as follows :-

"Cox may inform Sheikh Khazal that whatever change of Govern-
ment there mdy be in Persia, His lajesty's Government are ready
to give him the same support ageinst any encroschment on his
rights as was promised him in 1502, Cox should also remind
the Sheikh that the assurances of lis lajesty's Government have
already been extended to his successors. Those successors will
preSumably be his offspring. If this does not satisfy him
there is no objection to extending the guarantes alresady given
to "his heirs and successors". End of Foreign O0ffice
message.

I have as yet received ne instructions regarding the
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CONFIDENTIAL _ __ _ ‘

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barelay (Telran).

{No. 164.) Foreign Office, April 17, 1909, 6 p.m.

ASSURANCES to SBheikh of Mohammerah.

Bheikh may be (1) informed that His Majesty’s Government are prepared to give
him the same support against any encroachment on his rights as already promised in
1802, whatever changes there may be in the Government of Persia, and (2) reminded
that thPﬁl‘. assurances have .'|||'c'.'\.-|_\.' been extended to his RNCCESSOTE, B0 l!lill-, as those
successors will presumably be his offspring, our assurances do in fact already apply to
them. But if he is still not satisfied, there 18 no objection to a formal extension to

“ his heirs and suceessors ” of the guarantees already given i
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Ta any farther communica-
tion on this subject, please quots

% 13250/09. P A

oy
e s 15 4 # Forrlew OrrFro |
Tho UnderBocredary of Slaks, A 'j""'t '. '? i G FFICE !
Foreign Ofice, -P" s 7 !

 April , 1909,

London,

Immediate. g S

i

-
H
1

'y

With reference fo your letter of the 25th ultimo (3
and previous correspondence relative to the assurances

|
" " - '] - a1 - |
of British protection solicited by the Sheikh of lMoham- ‘

;
oA 1
'pI » mera, I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to
.-'ﬂ}'{‘"
i transmit to you herewith coplies of two further tele-

+

grams from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran on the

i
pame subject. |
The former of these messages repeats a telsgram 1

from His Majesty's Consul-Gensral at Bushire, in which
he expresses the opinion that the Sheikh will require
from him some definite reply, first as to whether the
guarantees already given include protectlion against
the violation of his rights by a possibls constitution-
al government in Persla and secondly ag %o the sxten-
gion of those guarantegs to his immediate cffsp:‘ins:.'
The later telegran contalns Sir G.Barclay's ob-

servations

The Under Secretary of State,
India Office.
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observations on the first of these two points.

With regard to this first question, 8ir E.Grey
would suggest that the Sheikh should be informed that
His Majesty's Government are prepared to glve him
t "

gane support against any gncroachment on his
rights as alrsady promised 1n 1902 whatever changes
thers may be in the Government of Persia. i
With regard to the gquestlon of the gxtenaion i
to the Sheikh's immediate offspring of the guarantees i
alreadv given, the Sheikh might Dbe remindad that Uthese .1..
aaauranées have already been extended to his succes-
gors and that as these will presumably be his off- |
gpring, our assurances do in fact already spply to
the latter. If this declaration fails to gatisfy the
Sheikh, Sir E.Grey sees no objection to & formael ex- i

tengion to "hie heirs end successore" of the guaran- !

T

tees mlready given, since, ehould the Sheikh's imme- i
1

iate offspring fall tc govern guccessfully and be 3

expelled, His Majesty's Government would bDé nc more

bound to uphold them than they now are to uphold hise

BUCCEBBB0TS,
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guccessors. Sir E.Crey is moreover of opinion that an i
agsurance of this naturs would be liksly so far 1o i

gtrengthen the Shelkh's po

m

ition that his successors 1
would be likely, if it were given, to be his lineal
heirs.

I am to state that, if Viscount Morley concurs -1
in the views above expressed, Sir E.Grey will sddress
a telegram in that sense to Sir G. Barclay for the
guldance of Major Cox.

T am o invite a reply to this letter at the ear- 4 4.
lies* possible convenience of Viscount Morley.

T am,

air, i

Your most cbedient,

humble Servant, n

Agmnahalle s
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CONFIDENTIAL

Sir G. Bavelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 7, 4 )

{No. 237.) - Tehran, April 7, 1008, 2 p.u. i
BUBHIRE telegram No. 299, 3
It might be pointed out to the Sheikh that the time when a constitutional régime
will be strong enough, even should it so desire, to encroach on his rights is probably
remote, but His Majesty’s Consul-General might tell him that, should the case arise I
gssurances given by Sir A. Hardinge in his letter of Tth December, 1902, w,,”hi - ]
hold good.
As regards the question of the extension of the guarantee to his immediate
offspring, 1 have no observations to offer.

[453—55]
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(ONFIDENTIAL.

Sir ¢, Barclay to Sir Hdward Crey.—(Received April 7, 2:20 p.u.)

(No. 232.) 5 3 3 Tehran, Apral 7, 1909, 145 r.u.
FOLLOWING received from Bushire, No. 299 .—

# Mohammerah affairs : Extension of assurances.
LA | ]'Iu[_\i-'. that the ""['|.3 of His :\1}]_it'-‘i1l\,'|!-' Crovernment, which you I'l‘l'l‘:l[!"l to me
in your telegram No. 69 dated 28th March, will enable me to satisfy Sheikh as far as |
goncerns the contingency of the break [?] up of Persia or infervention of foreign
* With reference however to part 2 of my telegram No. 251, Sheikh will require
from me some definite reply first as to whether cuarantee already given includes
protection against [7] trenching on his rights by poessible constitutional régime, and
gecondly in regard to extension of existing guarantee to his immediate offspring.”

ya s gk i o dmd ) 1 Ga JOR/L/PS/10/132 1 sall
http://www.qdl.ga/4x »ll/archive/81055/vdc_100030522023.0x0000C5 imid il ki 458 e (el



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100030522023.0x0000c5?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

-2

Ailay n clisadai , auda gl) 13 paaall™ Jg¥) s 3adl VA A ddld P a8 il
(£Y7/V8Y) [B47] " aill

_FE _BREH wEEFS F _FABIZEER. %

=

yay s gk i o dmd ) 1 Ga JOR/L/PS/10/132 1 sall
http://www.qdl.ga/4x »ll/archive/81055/vdc_100030522023.0x0000C6 dmd il ki 458 e (a0 el



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100030522023.0x0000c6?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

43y 4 cilipakali , aua glf 13 paaall™ oW1 £l V40 A Adld P BB Cila
(£YT/V9A) [59V] "Gl

ment is the Property of His Britannic Majesty's Government. i

[February 15.] i; |
Bxormon 13,

No. 1. I
< R Ml

- Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—{keceived February 15.)

Tehran, Jan 1909,
the honour to transmit the accompanying copy of a s s’fmm His
l-General at Bushire, forwardin$ copy of a letter addressed by him
of Mohammerah in ance of the instructions issued to him by
the receipt of your despatch No. 135 of ﬂieh&:lst {::y, 1908.
Ve,

(Signed)  G. BARCLAY.

Inelosure 1 in No. 1.
Consul-General Cox to Sir G. Barelay.

Bushire, December 2, 1908.

s to Mr. Marling's despatch No. 1, Shiraz, dated the 22nd August

im reply No. 6 of the 16th September, 1908, I have the honour

ar Excellency’s information, a copy of the letter addressed by me

Mohammerah il; rann;:e of the instructions received.

" ve, &e.

(Bigned) P. 7. COX, Major, British Resident in the
Persian Gulf, and His Britannic Majesty's
Consul-General for Fars, &e.

Inclosure 2 in No. 1.
Consul-General Cox to Sheikh of Mohammerah.

December 1, 1908,
y after your welfare and econ ulations on the satisfactory [ W
ir business with the Arab tribes, | the honour to inform you L | i
cated to Government all that passed at the interview which T |
MeDouall had with your Excellency on the 7th January last, | I
them the statement of Government expenditure subsequently iF
through Mr. McDouall. The reply of His Majesty’s Government I
h His Majesty’s Legation in September last, but, in view of the
nbje&mdthehmﬁiau!mepmt,lthoughtlthmwdday 4
return to head-quarters. B :
lmntofmmshmoem.&mbuhnmdhnem B
to Fai |
:

d to repeat, on behalf of His Majesty's Government, the assurances
lene hﬁe}e#ndﬂhuﬁert;’ammn:résii‘rh:ﬂhmﬁoﬁn A
et o ; and T am then to add that His

Boverninent have
that
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2b.—From Viceroy, 20th November 1902.
- “ " ——

P.— Withont venturing an opinion wpow the exact terns of the assir.
ance wehich Sir A, Hardinge proposes we should give to the Sheikh of
Mohammerah, T desire strongly to support Hordinge's general position,
Nee his .r‘af.n’ry!'{(u.r fo .‘"f).".r’r'l-'n- Office, dated 2843 ir 2[}”}] November, If there
w o chie whose claims entitle him to owr support it is the Sheilkh af
MHohammeral, whkile, if there is any part of Sowthern Persia where o

speeial demand erigls Jor the protection of Britisk interests against foreigi —
competition or tilrigue, it iz the manth of the Kerun River. A main

eause of onr weaknesy in Persia is our failnre to stipport {hose r'.f-'.l'al',".'\- el R_
officials who are disposed 1o gide with us.
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DECYPRER . BIR G. BARCLAY. TEFRAN. D. 2 0 pum. April 7th, 1909,
R.1 20 p.m.

(Mo . 236)
H.M.Congul=ranerel at Bushire's telogram no. 300, i
Vhether or not we givoe Sheikh assurances as to finan- ] I
-oial &asistence, we shall, I presume, be compolled to find him ., [
money (?7)if ho really nends it in order to prevent his applying i1 I
eleewhers, a danger whioh must olearly be avoldad: and in view :
of the importancs of rataining tho Sheikh's good-rill and our
influence over him at so crucial & moment in our stripggla for the
sxolugion of German influence from the Gulf, I venture tq aunport
H.M.Congul—Cararal's ~ugrestion aa regards the reply.
Should this waply not cormend itself to u,.M,G,, mght
pot H.i.Copsul-Genersl at least -iv. the Shoikh ponaral ASSUPANCES
that if he should noed mhney {or any pPUrpcse to whieh wa had no ,‘l
objoction wo shovld do what ve co ld to fasilitate obtaining 1t i

o
=g, Tondor.
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Daeypher Sir G. Barelay, Tehran. D.l.45 pm. April Tth 1909,
Re 3,10 pm.

-

EYRY

B,

Yo £33.
Following received Apz-nimh fron Bushire No 300!

"Mohamme rah affairs.

!

Question of loan to Sheikh. I eannot but think that th | ;
seemingly unsympathetic tone of the reply of ¥.M.,¢, on this point . !

BN soxveyed in your Tel. No 89 ~f Varch 88fh must be dus to 1
mladroit representations on ry part. Shaikh became vohement under 1:
pressure of great sarxlsty but hes doas not consider or suggest that ' B
wa are under "obligation to grant hi..-hnan."ﬁa simply ecounted in
this cornsotion on ouvr frisndly desirs to promote his interests,
T pelieve £W4X his reprasentation re loan to bo prompted by
foliowing eonsideration of gsolf-preservation which are but reason-
able. Recent events econnected with reportod Dutch noneossion have
given urpont point to his palief that the best way of ssfeguarding
himself and proventing & corrupt Tehran Govi from apringing non-
Apitish concessions on him is for him te start vtilitarian projects
nimsglf with leest posaible delsy. His diffisulty in so doing is
mo irebility to lay his honds at eny momont on requisite amount
of sash. Whet he confidently hopos for ia the cortain assurances A | 1L RR
that we wil' do our best te assist him to find money for such
purposaes whon the nead ardieas aither by mpana of Covt loan or |
introduction to British financis' u. : _l;r {

—— -
=

In the metter of s 3mall loan it would abrioualy badxddd h

axoeodingly difficult for me to make Sheikh understand why the ¥

V’ fovt of Tndia were umrilling to gfive him temporary acoomodation i 11

5 they hava dome his friend Sheikh Mubarak.

In view of rital irportenss of our miintaining paramount il
influcnos with him in imsediate future could I not be parmitted to i
glve him & reply somewhat on the following 1ines? Firstly that in !

4 a880 af ¢ smell loan Govt of Indis would do their bost to arréango ﬂ‘ : |

i0 socompdsts ham on learning the amount and object in vlew. \ 4

s Sgoondly that in oaso of large sum belnp required for utilitarian ]
<) ; gohemo f

42 el

Sl

. P .
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(2)
soheme he might roly or general dosire of British Govt te promoto
prosperity of hinsolf and his torritory and that provided that
proposals and progpecte rapresonted were sericus end eatisfactory
they would endegvour to put him in the way of cobtaining money from
British sources if they could ndt see their way to lend it them-
qlvea . 1

I would obsarva XYY in conclueion that views recently
meorded for me by Sir Villiap Willoooks groatly emphasiza the I 58
1ively possibilitpes of lohamwrah territory as s figld for it

juerative British entorprise.”
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DDCYPHER . SIR G. BARCLAY. TEFRAN, D. 2 0 p m, April Tthy 10n9g,
R4 0 p.m.
{No. 237)
-~ Bushire telegram mo. £99,

It might be pointad sut to tho Shoikh that the time
when a constitutionsl P‘é{'i'.".l"- will bs strong enouph; aven
ghould it so 10slre, to onorocoh on his rights 18 probably
rempte, but H.M.Consvl-Gonaral might tell him that should
the ngag arlse sguranees piven by Sir A. Hardinpe in his
1etter of Don, Tth, 1902, would hold good,

As rogeards ths question of the extonsion of the

guarertae to hia i ..ediate offapring I have no observations to

offar.
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PECYFRER . SIR 6. BARCLAY . TEFRAN. I, 1 45 p.m. April Tth, 1600,

R. 2 80 p.ms
(No. 232)
Foll wing received from Bushire, no., 299:-

"EX Mohammersh affalnrs,

Extension of assurancdsd,
I hops that the roply of v,M,G. which you repaated to

me in your telegralm no. 89 dated Marsh 28 will enable ma to

gatisfy Sheikh as far as conoerns the ocontingency of the broak L5

(7)up of Persia or intervention of foraign Powers,

+
With reforvenss however to part 2 of my telagram no. 251

Sheikh will requira from me SOmd definita reply first as to whether

guarantes alresdy slven ineludea protection apainst (7)trenching

on his ri hte by possiblo ponstitutional rw;_r-,im sgl socondly in

rohard to .stension of axisting puarantes to his irmadiate

offepring

-
At
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CONFIDENTIAL.
Y
Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G, Barelay (Tehran).
(No. 127.) Foreign Office, April 5, 1909, 615 p.x. |

YOUR telegrams No. 199, last paragraph, fand No. 233 [of 28th March and

8rd April : Mohammerah].
Action approved.
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DECYPFER . SIR G. BARCLAY . TEVRAN, D, 8 15 D April 3rd. 1909,
Re 2 10 Daima

(lio. 223) + -'ur-]-g lam )
iy tolag~am no. 169,
Consul &t tioharmmorah raports thet the Sheikh has
—~ called on the Dirsctor of Customs to retain regaints in
Customs Fouse safe Tor the prasant and to keop Customs
stoampr "Mozafferl" &t iohemmerah in ordor to pravant possible
disturbances . —
q,.M,0onsul-Goneral at Bughira has instruoted Consul K
to rapeat to the Shaik the edvice of 7.0¢.6, not to imvolve L

wimesslf in party politics and to urgo him very strongly not

to toush Cusiowms poeeipts himaelf.
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In any further communics-
tiom o thie subject, plesas quote
% 11759/09. o e R
and addross- e, b Gl ~7
The Under-Secrntary of Stats, ™ S L 1
Foeeign Ofice, ; \ Foreion Orrice I
MM ED ATE / March Slst, 1909, | 1 -
|
8ir:- 13
L) |
With reference to your letter of the 20th instant, | ]

I an directed by Secretary Sir E, Grey to tranemit to

you, to be laid before the Secretary of State for India, | | | |

v a copy of a telegram from His Majesty's Minister at
. '
i g
@t/ﬁf Tehran reporting on the recent interview of the Resldent |
&
a

in the Persian Gulf with the Shelkh of lahommerah.

8ir E. Grey proposes, with Viecount llorley's con-
currence, to approve Sir G. Darclay's actlon in inform-
ing lajor Cox that the action contemplated by the 1

fheikh in regard to the disposal of the Customs recelpts

15 unobjectioneble, but to await a further communica- I '
tion from Sir o. Barclay beforse taking any other ]
action in the matter. 1

I am, {
sir,
Your most obedient, ]

mmble Servent, {4

o W o S S

The Under S8ecretary of State,
India Office.
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QORFIDENTIAL

Sir G, Barelay to Swr Edward Grey —(Received Mareh 28, 4 p.u.)
{No. 203.) . Tehran, March 28, 2 p.u )
MY telegram No. 199,
Sheikh of Mohammerah, Sirdar Assad, and the Governor of Arabustan have
gent a joint telagram to Shah professing loyalty but urging His Majesty to grant a
Constitution.
f«; ATLa

1 apl ve

[154—826]
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Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received Mareh 33, 5 P.M.)

e
(Mo, 189.) ¥ Tehran, March'8], 530 p.x.

BEFORE I received your telegram No. 109, Cox had already returned to Bushire
as he found at Mohammerah that the Sheikh was leaving for Ahwaz, and he wished to
avoid if possible being ont of touch with the Gulf ports,

Foﬂcr\#mg extracts from a telegram from him No. 2561 26th March show result
of his visit :— P —

Cox found Sheikh much worried. Btrong pressure was being exerted on him from
Nejef and elsewhere to embrace popular canse, and difficulty of his position was
agaravated by the impossihility of telegraphing to Bhah or Government without heing 1
censared at Ispahan i i i

* Part 1. Bheikh stated that situation at Mohammerah now rendered much more
eritieal by news of recent events at Bunder Abbas and Bushire, and he anticipated that
u_nru]}: Nationalist levies would now turn their attention to his |H|1-'|‘\'1'1|g ports of Dilam
Hindean, &e.”

|

1
, &e T b I
He continued that unless I conld give him assnrances thai British Government ‘ L.

would give him effective support in resisting Nationalists and would protect him
against subsequent consequences of his so doing he could not hold out much longer,
and must take some course which would save his face with both parties.

I replied that I was not authorized to give any such guarantee. He went on to 144
explain that if customs receipls continued to be forwarded to Tehran, Natiomalist | 19
yesentment would be unrestrainable ; that he as head of Mohammersh would be made !
responsible for receipts and that, in absence of definite advice or intervention from us, |
he would be unable to avoid asking Belgian Director to retain receipts under adequate i
guard in Customs premises until :a.t.mun.spﬁem became clearer. i

#Part 2.  Text of assurances. What the Sheikh hopes for is, first to be assured
that we will not permit any Persian régime, whether autocratic or constitutional, to
disturb status quo in regard to himself or his successors; secondly, that we ourselves will |
not disturb it as long as he fulfils his obligations to us, and thirdly, that we will oppose
any other Power attempting to do so. Realizing from my replies to his inguiries that i r

tic guarantee could not be expected, he earnestly begged that assurances given Rk
him might at all events be extended to his immediate offspring, subject, of course, to -
their giving us satisfaction, He expressed readiness to satisfy us as to concurrence of
tribal Sheikhs.”

“Part 3. As regards irrigation question, his present apprehensions have been

. 1 also discussed scheme fully with Willeocks, who is recording his conclusions i
in a Memorandum for me. Primd facie, he considers prosent project calculated to !

a deleterious effect on shareholders of Sheikh’s existing date gardens on Abadan 411
and Shat-el-Arah."” .

“Purt 4, As regards loan, Sheikh will be content for the present with the
provisional assurance that we are ready to grant a loan on suitable terms, and that he
need not look elsewhere, Character of security or quid pro quo to be given by lin
eannot be decided until he hias found the old Firmans on which his tenure is based. i
For these he is now searching., It is suggested that in the event of irrigation or other |
utilitarian scheme being undertaken by him with our assistance, a lien on the works as |
ﬁﬁy&msmaaed wonld be a feasible form of security.” i

x tells me privately that Sheikh is reassured and for the moment reasonable. A

T am asking him whether he considers having regard to your telegram :-u.llﬂ!ll, ii
which T am pepeating to him, any further communication to Sheikh desirable. Bheikh's
contemplated action in regard to Customs sesms anohjectionable, and I am telling }i

80,

|153—823]
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|
. SN
Bir Edward Gre 1y to Sir . Bare ' (T 'r--r.'._'l. j
mu 00.) J"rla'.'.l-:,lr.- I"Jf.lr'fr__ Mareh 25, 1909, 1'15 p.ar. e

109, " =
YOUR telegrams Nos. 157 and 164 [of 17th and 18th March : Mohammerah).

I coneur in your views as to replies to Sheikh, and in your instructions to Cox as
to Syndicate’s negotiations. _
@reat Britain and Russia having promised to respect integrity of Persia, we B

tﬂllllﬁt- ndl:l.lit [)L)&Sibl].ll_'. of Persia l'l':l.-alll_;.f to be a C'.'U“'i'l'i';:..‘tl 51al|‘ or Lt'illg ||¢_'c-:||1i{_-|l

byfoﬁ1gn Powers. In eventuality contemplated by Sheikh, our ass irances would be

mare bjnl.ﬁ]:lg t]'lan aver Bheikh :-|H|I||-.| not [:-r‘p" {]EIJ[H['I'(JE his |ut-,ir|g his lJ[‘esunl

strong and unhampered position by engaging in pol itical party connections. §
We are under no obligations to SBheikh to provide loan, and you should hold out

1o hope of one. Sheikh must be left to make his own terms with the Syndicate for

land at Abadan and other facilities they may require.
Cox may have difficult task, but he should endeavour to soothe the susceptibilities

of the Sheikh, and leave him in & good frame of mind.
Sheikh should be dissuaded if he shows signs of following example of Nationalists

at Bunder Abbas and seizing Persian Customs.|
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3 Telogrom to Sir G. Barclay TEHRAN.
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; h-if e laraa » . \\}F.O. Yarch 25th 1909. 1-15 pun. Tl
T e ) AP 10
; -HO-- logo J"‘?"J v :" 3];’5:!'%@‘
i of k_.

: +
Your tels Nes. 157 and 164 (of larch 17 and 18 !ohamaurah) |

I eoncur in your views as to replies to Sheilkh and in your

i-’ ingt.ny:t.ims to Cox as to S'ndicate's nejotiations.

g

@reat Britain and Rugsia having pronised to respect integrit:
of Porsia,we cannot admit possibility of Persia coasing to he
g poverei, m state or being oecupied by foreizn Pewers. In
oventuality centemplated by Sheikh our agsurances would be
wore binding than ever. Sheikh ghould not forget danger of
hig loging his prescot strong and unharrpered position by {
en aing in political party connexicns.

T are undor no obli ations to Shoildh to provide loan and you
ghould hold oub no hope of one. Shoilth imst be left to make !
his owa terus with the Simdicate for land at Abaden and
other facilit.es thoy may require.

fox wm havo difiicult tagk but he should endeavour to soothe
$l6 sussopbibilitive of the © ikh and leave hin in 8 cood
fooam of nind.
& o should Le dissuaded if he ghows si;ns of foll owing

spuple of Hatiomnlists at Bunder Abbas and aoizilgtpersmn

. - : e U S !
Customa. (efn T8 AILa ,
Ho .'l.u-wf«-
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[ any farther com e
tiom an this subject, ploaee quote

s 10857/09. = 3

i nddress- 4 reukafs o T
The Un-Ler.fiumnr_v--l':-'-n..l.-. Y . wr s W o
e bl Formax Osrree ™, s
March 3lst, 1809 |
L
r 8ir:-
5 | 1
é' T o '
; 1 & 1 Sir E rey to acknow- ¥
ledze the C T your letter of t 16th instant
on the subject of the request mads + Sheikh of
chemmerah for ice as to t attitude he should adopt
towards the constit 0
No further action seems called for in the matter,
ag, since your letter was written, the telegram, copy
£ 4 = = J A E = - - 4 = e 1
1"‘.:. 01 ic 6 enclosed, aB B8 ¥ C 1E ELTEE B
2,,,“/ ‘
] 4 ~ 2 3 : P .
h S Minister containing instructions for the Resident in .
N
£ W
f the Persian Gulf somewhat different from the draft

telegram to which the Secretary of

gives his concurrence in the letter under reply. 43
T arr i
I am,

|
|

he Unger S8ecretary of State,

L

Indis Office.

G ST I .
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CONFIDENTIAL.
7
]

Bir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 22, 510 P.u.)

(No. 183.) Tehran, March 23, 1009, 2 p.u.
MY telegram No. 171

Following from Consul at Mohammerah, received to-day -
s * Birdar Assad, who has arrived at Mohammerah, YHJ[MHH& to join Samsam and
march against Tehran, unless Constitution granted [ ? full stop]. He is trying to make
the Sheikh declare for Constitution ; latter | ? wants to] avoid explicit declaration.”

Cox was to leave for Mohammerah I\"t'.‘-'~11‘]":|ill\.
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48,15 Dim,

Your Tel. Mo 95 anq Sir F.Rartig'y Tel. Mof Mo.pah 3rd,
Sirdar Asasq must now bg arriving at Moham ersh.

It may be 8zZpootod th:t he will prasa sholkh ror assint-

ance for the Mationaliat nEusa ,

fddpessad to F.0. Sant tpg India and Bushire,

————
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CONFIDENTIAL.

Sir G. Barelay to Bir Edward Grey.—(Received March 21, 11°50 _-Ll'[.)

(No. 175.) ‘ Tehran, March 21, 1909, 125 P.M.
MY telegram No, 171.
His Majesty’s Consul-General at Bushire reports arrival of sister of Assad af

Mohammerah, who is said to be endeavouring to engender a Nationalist movement.

il i
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B ik, phsnsn yaote
¥ 10028/09 .
and address— i
The Under-Becretary of State, AEGEL Y G T
Forvigu Offce, ; ™ Foreiey OFFIoE
_ March 19th. 1909. i
‘Tmediste .
'En Bir:- 2* ool ot
Loy 3
With reference to the letter from this Department
of the 8th. instant, I am directed by Secretary Sir E.
Grey to transmit to you, to be laid bhefore the Becre-

tary of State for India, copiee of & telegraphic corres-
pondence with the Resident in the Persian Gulf and Hie
Majesty's Minister at Tehran respecting representations
received frem the Sheikh of Mohammersh in regerd to

certaln pending questions.

1 am alsc to trensmit to you the text of the tele-
gram which Sir E. Grey proposes, with Viscount Morley's
concurrence, to send to Sir G. Barclay in reply.

8ir E. Grey would be glad to be favoured with a
reply at Lord Morley's earliest convenlence.

I am,

8ir,
Your most obedient,
[ humble Servant,

/ .'j_- - 3 _.r'._.' g

771114

Lﬁn Under Secretary of State,
India Office.
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Telegram to Sir G. Barclay, dated March
(10311)
- Your telegrams No. 157 and 164 (of March 17th. and
18th . Mohammerel) .

I concur in your views as to replies to Sheikh and
in your instructione to Cox as to S8yndicate's negotia-
tionse.

Great Briltain and Russlia having promised to res-
pect integrity of Persia, we cannot admit possibility
of Persla ceasing %0 be & soverelgn state or being oc-
cupied by forelgn Powers. In eventuality contemplated
by Bheikh our agsursnces would be more binding then
aver. Bhelkh should not forget danger of his losing
his present strong and unhempered poeition by engaging
in political party connexlions.

We are under no obligetion to 8heikh to provide
loan and you should hold out no hope of ocne. Shelkh
muigt be left to meke his own terms with the Syndlcate
for land st Abadan end other facllities they may re-

quire.
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(efot
Cox may have difficult task but he should endeavour
to soothe the susceptlbllities of the Sheikh and leave
him in a good frame of mind.
=

Shelkh should be dissuaded if he shewe signs of

following example of Nationaliste at Bandar Abbas end

gelzing Persian Customs.
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CONFIDENTTAL.

8ir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Morch 18, 2:20 p.u.)

{Nﬂ. 1")4.) Tehran, March 18, 1909, 10r35 a.m, |‘ il
MY telegram No. 157 [of 17th March: Affairs of Sheikh of Mohammerah].
His Muieﬁt}"s Clonsul-General I.e[egra[»]lﬁ a8 fllllf)\\'HI No, 198, regarﬂ‘m_q ]'mhil 3:— |

* When the news of to-day’s ocourrences at Bunder Abbas reaches Mohammerah,
Sheikh’s position will be still more difficult and anxions. Cannot we give him a line 7"

As regards point 2, Consul-General telegraphs, No. 199 :—

* Sheikh would no doubt be relieved by an assurance from us to the effect that we
ourselves would not, without his consent, alter his present status under any cireum-
stances, and that we would oppose any attempt on the part of another Power to do so,
provided that he fnlfils his obligations to ns.”
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CONFIDENTIAL.

—e

8ir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Keceived Mareh 17, 7°30 p.M.)

(No. 157.) Tehran, March 17, 1004,
HIB Majesty's Consul um No._ 170, 15th M:
Point 1. 1 o His Majesty's Cons

which should ens
Paint 3. I presume +

i wdvise Sheikh to rebel. If he insists on ad
might tell him he had better take no action for the present, as the situation is
to come to a head before Lo

Points 2 and 4. His
a loan or extended
(il Syndicate

‘onsul-General suggests that, in the event of giving
ired by the Sheikh, His Majesty’s Government or the
ortunity of acquiring on easy terms ground required by
Syndicate on Abad: 15 otherwise Sheikh may ask exorbitant terms.

I do not see how we can go beyond general assurances given by Sir A. Hardinge
and Hizs Majesty’s Consul-General, unless he specifies from what quarter he anticipates
aggression. 1f it is Turkish aggression that he fears, His Majesty’s Congul-General
might acquaint him with substance of your despatch No?75 of 25th February, 1908,
to Constantinople (see Mr. Marling's despatch No. 166 of 11th July). @ (;‘.‘;;whj)

h 4

Id tak

Your telegram No. 21.
I have authorized Consul-General to assist negotiations, pl‘[}l’idt'd that S_\.‘[1(1i1‘<’11i"-
deals direct with the Sheikh and not through some firm, which local Manager wished
to do in the hope of better termes.
(Addressed to Foreign Office ; sent to India and Bushire.)
——
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CONFIDENTIAL

Consul-General Cox to Sir Edward Grey .—-(REGEI:L‘E‘:'I Mareh 15, 915 p.u.)

{No. 170.) ; ] Bushire, March 15, 1909, 410 p.um.
\ APPARENTLY, as result of Legation telegram to Foreign Office repeated to me
Mt! oo @th March as No. 32, [ am ordered to proceed to Mohammerah forthwith to reassure
¥ Sheildh.
! “ Lawrence” is away, but I had intended to proceed by mail steamer on

17th March. Meanwhile, following iz purport of representations from the Sheikh
received to-day through Consul at Mohammerah :—

1. Sheikh is impatient to make proposed protest to Persian Clovernment regarding
reported Karnn Concession.  Can he now doso? i g

9. Referring to text of assurances given him by me on 8th December on behalf
of Government, he represents that wording of ante-penultimate and penultimate
paragraphs only safegnards him so long as Persia is on her feet. He asks urgently for
extension of guarantee to cover contingency of Persia ceasing to be a Sovereign State
and occupation or intervention by foreign Powers. The assurance that he particularly
wants is that he and his descendants and tribesmen should be maintained in the
enjoyment of their possessions so long as they remain loyal to British interests and
advice.

4. He is annoyed at onr refusal or neglect to advise him as to whether he should
gide with Royalist or Nationalist party. e states that hoth are appealing to him in
the name of Persia ; that he must ultimately make a choice, and he fears that if in the
absence of our advice he should choose the wrong horse we might seize the excuse to
withdraw our guarantee.

4. He states that he is in immediate need of cash for improvements, and he
reiterates his previous request for a loan, adding that if we are not prepared to malke
it we must not ohject to his getting it elsewhere.

He begs that T will come to Mohammerah as soon as possible and  bring
authoritative reply on above points. :
{Addressed to Legation ; repeated to India and Foreign Office.)

s
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{This Document is the Property of His Britannic Majesty's Government.| i
ATINED
~ PERSA S OMIRISH -) g B |
S &
CONFIDENTIAL. G pepks” Ssomox 13, ] |
60141 No.1. R B
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received February 15.) B&_.{j/' ]
|

b e
g s 1, m"" . |
I HAVE the honour to transmit the accompanying copy of » demﬂh&ﬁ]ﬁﬁm His |
! 's Consul-General at Bushire, forwarding copy of a letter addressed by him I |
to Sheikh of Mohammerah in ersuam of the instructions issued to him by I q
Mr. Marling on the receipt of your despatch No. 185 of the 31st July, 1908. | |

1 have, &e.

(Signed) G. BARCLAY.

=

|
i
|
Inclosure 1 in No. 1. i : ‘

i Consul-General Cor to Sir G. Barclay.
R go. 109.)
3 Bushire, December 2, 1908,
WITH reference to Mr. Marling’s despatch No. 1, Shirag, dated the 22nd August

last, and my ad interim tﬁly No. 6 of the 16th September, 1908, T have the honour
to forward, for Excellency’s information, a copy of the letter addressed by me
to the Sheikh of Mohammerah i:i rsuance of the instructions received.
ve, &e.
(Signed) P. % COX, Major, British Resident in the 1 :
Persian Gulf, and His Britannic Majesty's 1
Consul-General for Fars, &e.

e

Inclosure 2 in No. 1. nEE |
i Consul-General Cox to Sheikh of Mohammerah.
- (After mil‘;'l'imeuu) December 1, 1908, -
- inquiry after your welfare and congratulations on the satisfactory i
; comolusion of your business with the Arab tribes, 1 have the honour to inform you s
i 'ﬂﬁlduz communieated to Government all that passed at the interview which I
~ and our friend Mr. McDouall had with your Exeecllency on the Tth January last,
- and also m& before them the statement of Government expenditure subsequently
 received you through Mr. MeDouall. The reply of His Majesty's Government
~ reached me through IHis Majesty’s Legation in September last, but, in view of the .
m:ueuf the subject and the inseeurity of the post, I thought it best to delay 1
addressing you until my return to head-quarters. Y
~ On arrival here I learnt of your own absence in Arabistan and have since
waited for your return to Failiya.
i 1 am directed to repeat, on behalf of His Majesty’s Government, the assurances
m to your Excellency in the letter of His Majesty's Minister, Sir Arthur Hardinge,
~ dated the 7th December, 1902, which is in your ion, and the terms of which
- 1 to you at our interview above referred to; and I am then to add that His

B
R

ajesty’s Government now extend those assurances to your successors. :
i : 1 am further to point out that His Majesty's Government have engaged to
~ respect the independence and integrity of Persia, and to explain thatum.u,mg-hking
- involves the m.mntennm; of the Mh":ohgw in that country and includes the
~ continuance of the state of autonomy which your Excellency at present
- Tt follows from the above that any external on upon your Excellency
“would constitute an infringement of Persian integrity, which is recognized by the
El"!ﬂww oy tho?. ting the foregoing
I i Ve an o ity of repeati ing assurances in person A
st an caly date, I am, o,
(Signed) P. Z. QOX, Major, British Resident in the

o U g

Persian Gulf, and His Britannic Majesty's i
Congul-General for Fars, §e. I
- =y j)
pres —_
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Tok raix to Sir O. Ba cla;  TEHRAN,

F.0. [lureh 16th, 1909,

- Ho.95.

’ Turai.

Your duspatch Mo.9.(of Jun 22) Yarun Irii ption.

futherland Goveruaunt euphaciou va ue anu undefined character

of oution runted to late Hiniotur at Tehran "au sujot d'uno ’
uxploitation & Mwaz" adéin; that if the Pursian Govermant

wore to jrant to o uteh S:mdicaty a concem ion for works

nvai the Yarun River,the Nethorland Govormmoent would ive

such a Srndicobe tiuwl, warnin, that no work can be undurtakun
without tae acsurvc support of H.i,G. and the ee=oporatibn of

this Shuikh of "olizerah,.

T peatud to Bushire.
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This Dmnment__is_ the Property of His Britannic Majesty's Governmens.]

_ASIATIC TURKEY AND ARABIA, : [August 25.]

CONFIDENTIAL. BruTion Q7CVE
Yo Ly ) 1
Mr. G. Mackensie to Foreign Office.—(Received August 25.) - _ <&/ |
. Tempsford Hall, Sandy, Beds,
Dear 8ir Charles, August 23, ISJ(]E-f“|

I PASS on the inclosed, received by last mail, as it may interest you
Mirza Hamza came by steamer vid Bombay, and when i London came to see me
several times. He is supposed to have come to Burope for medical advice, and is now
in Germany. He told me he intended to do the Hadj and go to Mecca on his way
‘back tn Mohammernh, i
Lyl is one of our partners in Bussorah, and a personal friend of the 8heikh of
Koweit, whom he has frequently visited. He did come home vidk Bagdad and
Constantinople, but in no way conneeted with business, nor did he call upon any one |
when there, In fact, we at home had no idea that he intended taking that route. 3
Yours very truly, 1
(Signed) GEORGE 8. MACKENZIE.

Inelosure in No. 1.

Translation of an Article in the Arabic paper “ EI Liwwa,” published in Cairo, dated d
26 Jemad-el- Eveel, 1324 (June 25, 1908). {

Porrrrcs v MEesororamia,

AT the end of last month Mirza Hamea, agent of Sheikh Khazal, the Ruler of
Mohammerah, left for India en route to London. It is rumoured that he is travelling
on a tour and for a change, but this is only a falsehood, and he has not left here for |
anything but a political business in hand of ruinous results for Mesopotamia. |

Mirza Homza left on behalf of his Sheikh, and Mr. Archibald Ly e, agent of Gray,

Mackenzie steamers in Bussorah, on behalf of the S8heikh of Koweit, or the Sultan of
Koweit, as some people pretend to call him.

. The said !lg.'enli!J travelled vii Bagdad with the pretext that in doing this his
intention is fo go to Constantinople. Just a few days gefore his departure the owner
of Koweit invited him for a consultation in eclosing an Agreement with England.
When the Sheikh of Mohammerah saw his friend entering into an Agreement with
!fnglnnﬂ, he also, who had been preparing himself for this for some time, wished to

join him in the shameful act.

Also Mr, Crow, British Consul in Bussorah, left for London on s six months'
furlough, and it is known io everybody that he left for the purpose of fulfilling the
#’Immi between his Government and the two Rulers of Koweit and Mohammerah,

oe to them, if they only knew what England did with people, when they dared to do
this disgraceful act. It is their want of sincerity to their ive Governments and
lack oflgutriot\ism that prompted them to this act. Tbeim t to their discretion to
act as they wish, and there is noboedy to prevent them. In this they are justified.
As for the Turkish Government, which is a praiseworthy one, it is a Government
of honour for Islam. If it was the misconduct of some of the officials, who
mtbj—ug and wink their eyes at everything to such an extent of indifference i
it ; ted in the inclination of Koweit to England, we ask our Lord the Sultan— |
whom God exalt |—to send to these countries officials true to their Government I
and nation, so that internal disorders may subside. 1
~ We do not know what the two Sheikhs ex&eﬂt in delivering themselves up to |
land. England has introduced herself in their affairs, and British underband '
are already in activity in Mesopotamia, H!ecinlly in Koweit and Mohammerah,
;-nﬂnmnmddmﬂmﬁon. England is introducing arms in Mesopotamia from the \
two p above mentioned to such an extent that you find even a boy not yet
14 years of age armed with a rifle.
[1900 bb—2]

i s oo,
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“»
| Al this is caused by the two Sheikhs, and we are not alarmed for their account, .
but for our fatherland and our own selves, because if England strengthens her pmitmn L 4
in Koweit and Mohammerah internal disorders will increase in Mesopotamia more ]
to he done ? )
England is earrying out her underhand politics and instigating internal quarrels, . !
the transport of arms on her steamers, to an extent that Mesopotamia is full of fire, -

“ Fo inna l'illah ve inna ileyhi el rajioun " (** We are God’s, and to him we belong"— -
from the Koran), We wish that the sincere men of the Turkish Government in %
Constantinople attempt to amend the calamity before it grows larger, and free - —
Mesopotamin from this great affliction, so that general order and quietude may he
restored among its people. And all are in the hand of God. d |
(Signed) KAROUN. 1
Bussorah, 8 Jemad Evvel, 1326 (June 5, 1908). | y

1
|l [‘ than they are at present. What is the advice, what course is to be taken, and what is .
|
|
|
|
|

~—
—————

B ||
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COPY OF TELEGRAM:- : 13
| :
1 From 11Lsony

Datep Vi A#

Receivip at Lowpox Orrice 7-ded e N

From Viceroy, 10th July 1908,

Foreign Secret. Relations with Mohammerah and the Bakhtiari Khans.
Your telegram of 12th ultimo. We have consulted C'ox, who has replied as
follows, dated 4th July, No. 71, Shiraz :

“ With reference to Government of India telegram, 8, 370, 16th June.
\‘ As regards ]_|1'|s|s'|-[i-|ll of Mohammerah iig:ii1l?~‘ external aggression, comimnuni-
gation proposed in telegram from Secretary of State seems to be sufhicient.
As regards maintenance of present status of Sheikh, I suggest that we might
remind him that relations between himself and the British have been close
and sympathetic in the past, and intimate that as long as he and his
anpcessors adhere to these traditions and show themselves ready to promote
legitimate interests of Hritish commerce and enterprise in their jurisdiction
we ghall continve to regard maintenance of their prosperity and present
status as being important in our own interests, and that he may therefore
rest nssured that we shall be lliﬂi-ll:'il"l to give him and his snccessors the
I utmost support compatible with siriet loyalty on their part to the Persian
I Government, and with onr own engagements to respect integrity of Persia.
» If possible, T would add that in return for such assurance we ask Sheikh to
f andertake on behalf of himself and successors to take private friendly counsel
with us before committing themselves in connection with concessions, loans,
or other engagements to Foreign Powers or natior
Should Consal at Mohammerah make special suggestions they will be

sent as spon as received.
| As regards Bakhtiaris, 1 have been walting 10 communicate with
Lorimmer. He thinks idea mooted in 1904 in connection with tribal levies
will not be practicable under any conditions compatible with present status
of Bakhtiaris and onr own engagement to respect integrity of Persia, and, as
he thinks that Khans aim at complete independence, he anticipates that any
definite undertaking or agreement would he frequently appealed to by them
for their own purposes. As far as any definite pledge is concerned, | agree ;
y lmt, on the other hand, we have now to c:::lll:-':iuh-r that l'rll!' ap;}_ﬂ.mntly bright
prospects of the oil industry, and the possibility of profitable irmigation greatly
e phasize importance to us of strengthening our own position in the region
in question, and of keeping the influence and enterprise of other Powers at
a distance. In the circumstances, 1 do mot see why we should not give
Khans a verbal assuarance on the lines above 3!1{,!,‘?.‘06!0" in the case of Sheikh
» of Mohammerah, adding the warning that such assurance applied to duly
constituted representatives of the Bakhtiari tribes, and not to individual
Khans, with whose family dissensions we are not concerned, Tt does not
spem that such assurance would he opposed to terms of convention with

Itussia.”

We agree with Cox as fo Mohammerah. We think that it would be
unsafe to_enter into negotiations with Bakhtiari Khans, and wonld not give
verbal assurances proposed by Cox. - !

' A1 2o )
I}

Is.

TaTw

Cohy

o

X

s e de Sa duad ) 1l B [OR/L/PS/10/132 tea sl
http://www.qdl.qa/4x ~V/archive/81055/vdc_100030522024.0x000063 :4xd il ki dg8a e (a el



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100030522024.0x000063?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

@ Ailay n clisadai , auda gl) 13 paaall™ Jg¥) s 3adl VA A ddld P a8 il
(£V7/Y99) [BY €V] " fdll

T

"5 fhoreln

\ 7 - I ‘Nig - ‘|- 1 /
Ve boilkelfin, V| U 1__»-4"~p4.~f Y el b

- I 1 T [ A
LYy [ = S T :_, W{/,.V( !l.’“.nr-.. FI«_\\_);_ 5 ,'-‘l-r._-_-’fa_lh,

Y44 s gk i o dmd ) 1 Ga JOR/L/PS/10/132 1 sall
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »V/archive/81055/vdc_100030522024.0x000064 :dsai )il jhad 458 o (ya e



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100030522024.0x000064?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

43y 4 cilipakali , aua glf 13 paaall™ oW1 £l V40 A Adld P BB Cila
(£VTY ) [9) £A] "Gl

Yoo s e de S Amd 1Ll G OR/L/PS/10/132 :aa sl
http://www.qdl.qalis »V/archive/81055/vdc_100030522024.0x000065 i i ki iia o (= s



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100030522024.0x000065?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

@ Ailay n clisadai , auda gl) 13 paaall™ Jg¥) s 3adl VA A ddld P a8 il
(i\'l/Y‘.\) [.B\i/\] "_@..'nﬂ

9

solves not always acting together. Both the Salar Arfa and Shehab-es-Saltaneh assured
me that there was no likelihood of any I'liﬂft‘]':":tl_t‘{'ﬁ between the Khans themgelves in
future, and that the Sardar Arfa will use his influence to prevent any difference

between them. ; ) _ : ;
Copy sent to His Majesty’s Consul-General, Bushire, and His Majesty's Viee-

Copstil, Ahwaz.
| I have, &c.
(Bigned) W. McDOUALL.

Yoy s gibe e oSa st 1l Ga JOR/L/PS/10/132 1aa el
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »V/archive/81055/vdc_100030522024.0x000066 :dsai il sk 458 o (ya se!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100030522024.0x000066?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

Q Ailay n clisadai , auda gl) 13 paaall™ Jg¥) s 3adl VA A ddld P a8 il
(£VU/YY) [9) £9] " Giall

[This Document is the Property of His Britannic Majesty's Government,

| AEEIVED ™
] N,
[ >\
Bl PERSTA. - N [Tune 22.]
—_— N z
‘.; ~ CONFIDENTIAL, A 4 Secriow 9,
: .
(19689] No. 1.
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. i
(No. 103. Confidential.) /
Sir, : Foreign Office, June 22, 1908, -
I HAVE received your despatch No. 123, Confidential, of the 21st ultimo, reporting
“ the conclusion of a formal alliance between the Sheikh of Mohammerah and the

Bakhtiari Khans, and I concur in the opinion expressed by you that this arrangement
should be viewed with favour by His Majesty's Government.

[ have to request you to inform His Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Mohammerah that I
approve the language held by him on this subject to the Bakhtiari Khans and to Hajji
Rais-et-Tujjar.

s 1 am, &e.
(Signed) E. GREY.

[1813 y—9]
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The Bakhtiaris intimate that, promﬁh:d by the common sentiments of self-
. | preservation, they contemplate allying themselves with the Sheikh of Mohame
i merah, and in the hope of thus maintaining a position of semi or practical inde-
| .| pendence they are anxious to enter into a secret understanding with the British

| Government.

g ¢ | 1do not feel that 1 can safely or usefully offer much comment upon their re. -
! i spective representations, as in such a question my field of vision is too confined a

to allow me to see the matter in the right perspective. 1 can only say as a local

| afficer that it seems to me that havi:F by the terms of our convention with Russia -

' lelt the region aflected, in the neutral zone and exposed to German enterprise, it o

I " is of the utmost importance to our interests to counteract the advantages of that

o circumstance as far as possible and without delay, by strengthening our hold as

i much as we can upon the Chiefs of South Western Persia before the opportunity

| to do so passes out of our control. j B

L As far as the Sheikh of Mohammerah is concerned, 1 believe him to be

rimarily quite sincere in his protestations that his interests and hopes are centred

in us. Nevertheless he is mainly prompted by the dictates of self-preservation

| and should there be failure on our part to dispel his apprehensions, it is as well to

N P remember that he is likely to be greatly influenced by his astute henchman and
|

relative Haji Rais-ut-Tujjar, who is possessed by no feelings of tradition or senti=
ment or by any considerations other than those of personal agrandisement and
present profit, and would, I doubt not, as lief pursue his sche_mes thn?ugh German v
auspices as ours, if the former were made suficiently attractive to him and ours "
were too lukewarm. :
Whether the aspirations of the Sheikh and the Khans can be entertained to
any degree or not, [ feel sure that the problem of which they are factors will have
the early and interested consideration of Government.

A duplicate of this letter is being forwarded te His Majesty's Chargé
] d’Affaires, Tehran, under my office No. 44—g43 of to-day’s date. e 1

Note regarding an interview which took place between the Sheikh
Khazal of Mohammerah and the Officiating Political Resident in

the Persian Gulf. -

1 / Dated 7th Fonuary 1gof. a
I At my last visit to Mohammerah on the 16th December 1604, in connection p

| with the delivery to the Sheikh of the Humaidi pirates, Sheikh Khazal who in f
the course of our discussion regarding the punishment of the outlaws, had incis 1

l l dentally shown that he had heard of our recent agreement with Sheikh Mubarek, E

e — i . % Bo—

informed meas | was leaving that he had urgent grounds for wishing to discuss
his affairs generally with me and begged me to pay him a leisurely visit at an
early date for the purpose. 1 did so on 7th January, and having gone there for
this express purpose, I tock such previous papers ‘as were necessary with me,
Mr. McDouall was present with me. Sheikh Khazal having in the first instance
led me to think that he needed more definite support or assurances from us, 2
I read him out the purport of Sir Arihur Hardinge's letters of December 7th, =
| 1902 and December 24th, 1603 and then enquired what fwither he
| Sheikh Khazal replied that the assurances just referred to were all right so far as E
they went and at the epoch at which they were given but that the outlook had b
much changed and developed since 1903 and that he could not but regard the
near future with the greatest apprehension. It was the advent of the * Majlis ”
and the so-called constitutional government which had changed the aspect of the
future so much. One of two things must soon happen, either the Shah or the
Majlis must be eliminated. 1f the probability was that the Shah would be able
to suppress the Majlis, as there was no doubt he weuld like to do, and if there
was to be a return to absolute Government, then he would not feel so aj prehen-
sive, for he was fortified by the assurance which we had given him to nﬂpurd “him

——

—_— -

.

e . T e o 2

o Wi R

our good offices and support with'the Central Government, and, as leng as he

I} | remained faithful o the hah and followed our adsice, to protect him ‘??
is

attack by water under any pretext. But it now appeared to him an

T —
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() Expenses on Karun, Salary of  Krans 4,842,815 = fg3131
Maib-el-Hokuma at  Ah.az,
g - galaries of Bawi Sheikhs and
other headmen, ard posts on
Karun and at Felahieh, sowars,
cartrid ges, also steamer expenses
when Sheikh Khazal is on the

it arun, a ‘
o, (3) Expenses in connection with w  &786,242 = £o2,043 t

Hawija and Beni Truf inrlnding |

B salaries of Sheikhs, two expedi-

\ P 1 tinns, compensation for horses
killed, catridges and some rifles.

(4) Expenses sending Hanzal with W jzo00 = Ly

go00 sowars for two months in {

| 1904 to preserve order at Dizful ! |
| and Shushter pending arrival of {
Azam-es-Sultaneh,

(5) Expenses in 1907 sending Hanzal » 35000 =  £673
with 500 sowars to assist Sardar
Mukarrem in his expedition
against Derckwand Lurs,

Telegrams for 11 years - Bo,000 = £1,438

LJ - Total » 12,186,017 = £a134,363
e V"—-) fote by Mr. McDouall.—This does not include such expenses as entertain-
ing Governor-General which comes to about 30,000 Krans a year, according to
4 e

Haji Rais, or expenses of band or Haji Rais' two missions to Tehran. In Haji
! Jabur's time the Sheikhs received no salaries. Sheikh Mizal gave a few s
( sums, but Sheikh Khazal instituted the present system and called upon them
| to prevent robbery and piracy and keep the peace. Haji Rais now has the
! whole accounts made out in sections from the books kept by the Sheikh's clerk |
’ and himself, but says probably some items are omitted. is is a suminary of [
the whole; any special items could be obtained if you wished for them but Haji
' Rais is leaving on a mission to the Bakhtyari at Ab-i-bid ina few days. Expenses
i in connection with Behbehan Government are not given.

(S&) W.McDOUALL,

(| J MOHAMMERAH; }
l ‘ : The 15th February 1908,

No. 44, dated Camp Wais, the 3rd February 1908,

4 From—CAPTAIN D. L. R,LORIMER, L. A., His Britannic Majesty's Vice-Consul for
Arabistan,

iy et ' To—His Britannic Majesty's Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, Bushire. l
1 ]

f 1 have the honour to communicate a proposal propounded by the Salar
Arba and Shahab-us-Sultanah in their brief interview with me at Maidan Munaf-

| J _ tun on 23rd January.
e '| 2. On this oceasion they made the startling announcement that, after due
consideration, they found themselves so dissatisfied with the present state of
I | the Persian Government that they were contemplating throwing off allegiance
b to it. They had entered intonegotiations with Sheikh Khazal on the subject
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Telegram. F.

From - C. M. Marling, Beguire,
His Britanaie Majeaty's Charge 4'Affairea,
felran,
To - His Excellency the Viceroy, Simla.

Ho. 7.
Pated Tehran the 21at May 1908. P
Received the 22nd May 1908. j '
Following sent to His Majesty's Seoretary of State
P
for Foreign Affairs. Begims. [Ho. 124.
Please see my despatch 0. 07, captain Lorimer has B

reported by Deaspateh that a formal written alliance has

been conoluded between tho Bakhtiari Khans and Sheikh of
Mohammerah; under it they engage, provided that their

present privileges are respected and no inerease of ‘."?
taxstion demanded, to remain loyal %o Persia, but they will

combine to resist in case of inSerferemce. Captain

Torimer was informed verbally that cases of dispute between

ey

the two parties would be referred %o him and professionsof
friendship towards the Legation were made by both parties.
ohis should for a time make for tranguility ia those
regions alt'ough agreement, whieh 18 apparently quite

w{umuﬂuhl‘llﬂ. EZnds.

-
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is the Property of His Britannic Majesty's Government.]

3 e Ty
BT
¢ BRI “ '3 i

e ST TH g

No. 1. v
dum respecting British Interests in the Persian Gulf

~ [See Confidential Paper No. 9161.]

Tmuﬂnmm &

mnmmnmmmamuxw f: 1%

ME

mmh““mg"‘m“ %m‘m
amounted to 118.888'.

ARE4
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for '?t{measmim o(uﬁsﬁatol[mt,ﬂmughith
ﬂ%uﬂmfwﬁm ve for many years past heen imported in

- In 1897 the Government of Indilldia:e;mimdlombmm
arms traffic at Muscat, and, accordingly, an 1898 joint repr
Mtoﬂleﬂulhnhythunﬁ:ﬁandﬁm :
A eo-operate in the suppression of the traffie. His 1i fell in with t!
: ; *and on the 18th January of that year issued (1) a otification warning
mentol | that the importation of arms and ammunition into Tndia and Persia was
Jetterof | (2) a Proclamation authorizing British and Persian vessels of war to
: Museat territorinl waters, vessels carrying the British, Persian, or Mu
10, 1 as Museat vessels in Indian and Persian waters, and to confiscate arms
tion intended for Indian and Persian ports. .

The right of search does not extend to the vessels of other nati
been stated above, the terms of his Commercial Treaties render it
Sultan, without the eonsent of the Treaty Powers, to impose any ze
the import of arms into Museat.

In the same . 1898, with a view to imposing a further ehe
traffic in Oman, rules were issued requiring all British subjects posse

3 the Sultan's toregnte:ﬂemmntthe]}ﬁﬁsh Cousiclel

doubted, however, whether this mmsnrel hashedone more ﬂ:ﬂl thn:‘
inereasing extent into foreign hands. In the same way it seems mot
the action recently taken by the British India Steam N{vigaﬁtn Ca
the smuggling of arms in small quantities by the Company’s ste
may only result in diverting traffic of this kind to vessels which
such restrictions.*
Tndia Office It may be added that the import of arms at Gwadur, the 8
z'm‘;:“sﬂ dependency on the Mekran const, was prohibited by a Proclamation
October 19, H1ghness on the 3rd March, 1891.
1898, B
Govorn. In March 1904, the Government of India proposed that the terms
ﬁ.‘f Proclamation of 1898 should be extended &0 as to cover the export
latter of and to the territories of the Sheikhs of Bahrein and Koweit, s
Murch 51, §Chiefs, as well as to “Indinn and Pessian” ports, which
AW cope of the Pmelamation. This proposal was not carried into effect,
me held undesirable, in view of the Sheikh’s position in regard to
MAﬁ?‘hhpmnyMrmﬁﬁmmﬁe !
a;

rick's The Government of India have also from time to time recomm
of June

24, (1.) That the French Government should be approached with
] wmummmmmﬁﬁmumemm:
11 (2.) That the should be asked to agree to our patrolling
'._ i against arms smugglers, or at least to declare the illegality of the

i

Govern- Neither of these suggestions has hitherto borne fruit. The
" pentof in review by the Government of India as recently as '
il | letser ot Conelusion at which they arrived, after a carcful and detailed e
[ 21,1907, with Frince was arrived at, and a complete prohibition was e
! 4 § T TS e e g SR i
il = " Undes e mma“ismummm s g,

a *“ public warebouse,” under

| arme most be deposited, and
e et e
ort of arms into his dominions. ~ The only :

-
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to be to bring Museat, at the fortheoming Conference, within the

Act of 1800, and to eaforce there the provisions requiring the
warehouse under proper supervision. o iy A %
e, two questions will arise ;—

Mnmmt shall be offered to the Sultan, a Sovereign whose indepen-

by Great Britain and France, to aceept restrietions on a
‘-‘ho 118,3381.: per annum, and yielding a customs revenue of -I;Gl-?ir_éyg,

ATan teed

it be possible to provide efficient machinery for carrying out the
Act, wihﬁnut. admitting wstem of international control ineonsistent
ce of the present political predominance of Great Britain ?

of the arms traffic would presumably be vested in the Sultan’s
nt.  There is thus afforded an additional argument in favour of the
ndin’s proposals, renewed during the present year, that they should
of the Customs Administration of Muscat, guaranteeing the Sultan
= of 20,000 dollars per mensem (23,6001 annum at the rate of
in 1907). Tt has been sugrested that a suitable ermpensation to the Viceroy's
loss of income entailed by the prohibition of the arms teaffic would he telegram of
ssent subsidy he receives from Indian revenues (5,760L per annum), 137
adually, as may be necessary, to 15,0000, per annum. It is to be
the: contribute towards the compensation paid to His Highness,
n A locus standi for interference in the Muscat Customs Administration,
tute a serious disturbanee of the status guo.
!hagﬂt:‘l Aprﬂalﬁea&iha Sheikh ofﬁ:;min, on the advice of the l}m&
ulf, ag *“ahsolutely to prohihit the importation of arms ment,
Ty or exportation therefrom ™ ; mP:' to enforee the prohibition, he rk:::_:'
gio— =
tion declaring that the import and export of arms into and from
‘Bahrein was absclutely forbidden, and that in future all arms and
ed or exported would be seized and confiscated as property of the

iation conferring on British and Persian vessels of war permission

earrying the British, Persian, or Balirein flag in Bahrein territorial

Balirein vessels in Indian or Persinn waters, and to confiseate all
weapons of war) intended for Indian or Persian ports, or for — ~

prohibition at Balirein was at onee pereeptible in the customs
wvalue of the imports of arms and ammunition, which had amounted
hllil;ftoﬂﬂ.iut!ua following year. In October 1905 the Sheikh
a Memorial to the Government of India, in which, among other
he complained of the fact that he was obliged to interdiet the sale
thereby deprived of an advantage enjoyed by all the Arab Chiefs
oast. Tle was informed in reply, in May 1006, that the restriction Govern-
n of arms at Baluein had first been imposed in 1595 lﬁmnifmm,:‘
~and his attention was drawn to the measures he himself ("
from time to time to the traflic. Tt was also pointed oul to My 51
h of Koweit and the Sl of the Trucial Coast had similarly 1906
of arms in their territory, and he was given to understand that
India would not consider for a moment the possibility of
ng the Agreement he had concluded with the British Govern-

reason to believe that a considerable amount of illieit arms um
Writing in December 10806, Major Cox furnished evidence io
v risi i the trade. Thulu-inmm“
eonfined to one dealer, had been taken over by a Company, pesmber
bﬂng friends of Sheikh Esa and of customs 2, 1906,
hat the business had been largely and Bahrein was
ion centre for supplying Jersia.

-
arms snd smmunition in 1906-7; represents & per cent. (the amount of
this
uh_‘.lmdhlﬁ February, 1908,

4

_ :
.

RN
——
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r 3, Koweit.—On the 24th May, 1900, the Sheikh of Koweit entered into as
ment the British Government, by which he engaged * nbsolutely to pr
mp n of arms into Koweit or exportation therefrom.” Ta uﬁ
engagemient he issued on the same (1) a Notification declaring that «
tion of arms and ammunitien into eit and the territory under my e
the exportation of the same are absolutely ibited,” and that “all
ammunition imported into any parts of Koweit territory, or exported th
future will be seized and confiscated;;” (2) a Proclamation conferring on
Perginn vessels of war the right to search, in Koweit territorial waters, vessels
the British, Persian, or Koweit flag, as well as Koweit vessels in Indian
waters; and to confiseate any arms and ammunition destined for Indian,
Koweit ports. i
In spite of the above Notification little serious atfempt has been made to
the import of arms into Koweit. In April 1904, at o fime when {ribal warfare
full progress in the interior of Arabia, the Government of India pointed out
arrangements had as yet been made with the Porte for the combined su
the traffic, and that the importation of arms was proceeding briskly. In vi
support rendered the Turks to Bin Rashid, Amir of Nejd, one of the
Glgekottha_ w, the Government of India were anxious that no
check should be imposed on the arms traffic at Koweit, which afforded
source of supply to the rival Ohieftain, Bin Saoud, Amir of the Wahab
explained that this did not invelve authorizing the Sheikh of Koweit to in
or even relaxing measures actually in force, but merely letting matters
they were. His Majesty’s Government aceepted this view, and the G
India were infl on the Z4th June, 1904, that fresh measures for t
of the importation of arms at Koweit would for the present be deferred.

The Iatest reports of the Political Agent at Koweit show that a 1
inerensing fraffic in arms is being carried on av that port. Major Knox, in |
Report for 1906-7, drew attention to the large increase duri tfaymln
the arms imported in eountry sailing-hoats, and nmﬂ that “the
dislike of the British authorities to this traffic, while it has had
checking the import of arms and ammunition, has had the anfol
losing {0 a British Company (the British India Steam Navigation
freight on 13 lakhs worth of goods.”

Major Knox found it necessary in May 1906 to remind Sheikh Mub
of his Armws Prohibition of 1900, and to request that it might be
enforeed. The Sheikh did not take the reminder in good part, and the R
Persinn Gulfl gave his opinion that the question was one which mi
endanger the good relations between the Sheikh and the Political
Knox ]:ut the case still more strongly in a letter to the Resident. *
tion,” e wrote on the Srd July, 1906, “ is not wortl: the paper it is written o
only a cause of friction.” SEr

4. Truecial Chiefs.—At the close of 1902 the Trucial Chiefs entered
ments respeeting the arms tiaffie, similar to those of the Sheikhs of

Koweit. -

5. Turkey.—The importation of arms and munitions of war of all
Turkey was bited by an Imperial Decree which was notified to
Embassy in 1862, The orders issued under this Deerce to the o
authorities were communicated to the British Embassy by the Ottoman
on the 11th February, 1863. They forbade absolute Cimport into

themsmau

yyv
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eh of the 30th July, 1003, the Government of India recommended Govern-
mr shonld be made to come to an arrangoment with Turkey et
6 under the Turkish flag to be searched for arms by British ships of 12", "
this, that the Porte should be asked to notify formally to His July 0,
ent that the importation of arms into Ottoman dominions without 19473, {
s prohibited. |
who was consulted on the matter, drew attention to the notifica- Sir N. .
y made by the Turkish Government, and suggested that ?';*"‘"l" it
serve the purpose the Government of India had in view. As i
of search, Sir N. O'Conor wrote :—*In conversation with the downe, i | -
0 Affairs, I gathered that the Turkish Government would he N¢vember YA
co-operate in our endeavours to suppress the traffic in arms, '™ "%
to search Turkish vessels could only be conceded in exchange
privilege ; an arrangement which, however one-sided it might prove in
d, in principle, be open to obvious ohjestions.”
(n 1881 the Persisn Government issued & Decree that * no arms
war, such as guns, caps, gunpowder, &c., should enter Persian
the permission of the Great Governmeni” In announcing the
to the British Legation, the Persian Minister for Foreign Affsirs
ows on the 3rd July, 1851 : “Since the right of purchasing srms and

own specially appointed officials, and if this absolute right were n
ned to the Government, and everybody who thought fit to do
purchase such articles and introduce them into the country, this
privilege would become obsolete, and considerable evils would
Therefore His Munjesty the Shah has issued orders that no
‘arms of any description whatsoever into this country from sbroad,
whose possession arms of foreign make are found will be liable to
ed by Government.”
~measures taken by the Persinn anthorities to enforce the Decree
noted that in May 1861 both the Shah himself and the Amin-gs- 8ir M.
to the Governor of Bushire complaining of the sale in Tehmn ["73% ¥
Parsee merchants, and giving strict orders that the prohibition Ballchucy;
be maintained, and all arms imported should be confiscated. In Juuo 10,
local authorities seized seventecn cases of arms consizned to a 1595
‘were landed at Bushire for transhipment, on the ground that
L received from the Turkish Government of arms being smuggled
The goods were confiscated. In the year 1895 the British
by mistake at the Bushire costom-house several cases of
t; these were seized by the local authorities. In January
u' case was still pending, the first preventive officer was
the Persian Government. |
_incidents, there is nothing to show that effective measures sir M [l
the smuggling of arms, and on the 15th April, 1898, ]1::“1“ ta |
teh to Lord Salishury, admitted that there could be “litde L, I 141
illicit import of arms inte Persia is being carried on, Apei 13, (EE
are not WhOIH uucouoﬁhmd in it” 3 J 2 :%L. 1= 1
1597, as a result of British pressure, Persian Government Mr. €. [ = 4
on to such measures as may be taken by Persian officials, Her Hu g ( ’
1]
|

examing and search all merchant-vessels trading in the Persian f..;,i*w'
hand over to the Persinn Government all prohibited arms Juguary
Grand Vizier's note of the 18th December, 1807, in which & 189s

Majesty’s Government in requesting the Sultan of Muscat :
mfﬂmfhrim of Museat that arms should not be imported 1
arsin or Hindustan, also that English ships should exercise :
 and confiseation the same rights in Muscat as in Persian

s to the Sultan were successful, and it was owing o o

ent with Muscat that IHer Majesty's ship ** Lapwing !;‘;‘r“*
January, 1898, to seize the steamer * Baluchistan,” near

1 eargo of arms she was carrying.  An action was brouglht duly 5,

aes and Co., who had shipped a consignment of arms by the ;ﬁ;‘yﬂfg_ :

‘the Sea Insurance Company, Limited, to recover a lmcn under jot
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b to pay on two grounds:—(1) That the plainiiffs had, when effecting
{ concealed a fact material to the estimation of the risk, viz, that the im
arms was forbidden b{ Persian law ; urd (2) that the adventure was ille
in eontravention to the law of nations. Mr. Justice Bigham, in giving
for the plaintiffs, held that “the import of arms was not illegal according to
of Persia, ns that law was administered in praetice and enjoined,” or, in

that no real prohibition existed on the im tion of arms into Persian
regards the legality of the act of seizure, the question was determined by
action brought by Messrs. Pracis, Times and Co. against Captain Carr,
officer who had seized the *Baluchistan,” for wrongful deprivation of
Mr. Justice Grantham, who tried the case in the first instanee, fo
defendant, and his judgment, after being reversed by the Court of
finally upheld by the Hsma of Lords, on the ground that the seizure
glwe in Museat territorial waters, and was, under the Sultan’s Proela
anuary 1898, justifiable according to the law of Muscat.

On the 1st January, 1900, the Shah promulgated a law reaffirmin
bition against the importation into Persia of arms and ammunition, as Wi
other commodities. The case of the British stcamer ** ITathor,” on
arms were seiged at Bushire in November 1900, led to an Order in C
issued, on the recommendation of the Law Officers of the Crown, by
Persian Law of the 1st January, 1900, was made applicable to British
so far as the provisions respecting arms and ammunition were concerned.

It may be said generally that the efforts of the Persian authoriti
the teafic have been quite ineffectual. * Possibly,” wrote Mr. Grant
1906, “when M. Naus has roceived the launches, now building for
Government at Bombay " (sinee supplied) ©something may be done by
officials to eheck the arms traffic.  But there is no present likelibood
Government taking the slightest trouble to put an end to it. Even if

|
| (i
J i a policy of marine insurance on the eonsignment. This loss the Company had
‘ !

ports. 1n 1000 a VieeConsul was appointed to Bunder Abbas, where
that the presence of a British officer might lead to the display of greater
repression of the illicit importation of arms along the neighbouring
Persian eonst.”  In 1902 measures were concerted with the Pes
General of Mekian to prevent the importation of arms into Persian
and to impose restrictions on their possession in that provinee. A fi
on the snbject took place between Persian on the Mekran
British frontier officers in 1906, and the desire to eope with the i
arms was one of the reasons which led, in the same year, to the tem
ment of Lieutenant G 1} Ogilvie ns Viee-Consul at Bam.

But the nature of the conntry is such that, once the con
and clear of the coast, it is virtnally impossible to eatch the
them into the interior. This view is confirmed by the Report furn
Ogilvie, who travelled thrms%: Persian Baluochistan in June 1
t u&ahia duties at Bam. He said that the loeal Persian au
ineapal

of dealing with the trafiic, and that the Afghans emp
arms up country from the cosst were invariably well armed, and co
any opposition offered to them with the greatest ease ; and he aimy
Report that ** the communications in Baluechistan are so uf
caravans, when once they have left the coast, can mﬂ%
ference, even if such interference were m&m v the antho
utmost secrecy.” It may be added that the Sirdars Persinn
heyond the suspicion of having a pecuniary interest in the trade. A

As recently as November 1907 further measures were introduced

ment of Indin, at the estion of Mr. New, of the Indo-
Department, for dealing with the 1
ineluded the creation of a small corps
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the 21st February, 1907. “ We regard it as certain,” they wrote, Govem- |
Hon for the suppression of the arms trade eannot be taken by the mentof

On the coast, the Belginn Customs officials are few in number m‘d
s, willing fo give assistance for the ﬁup!"aspiurl' of the lmH:in', Ful
means at their disposal really to take efficient measures to deal 21,1907
l, as is well known, the Persian authorities are powerless outside I
‘caravans can travel by unfrequented routes without the slightest |

I1.—Quarantine, .
(Communicated by the India Office.)

Al

defence of the Persian Gulf,” wrote Dr. Theodore Thomson in his
July, 1906, “has in the past received, and still continnes to
hle attention, not only in the interests of countries adjacent theveto, 4
is maintained by some authorities that cholera and plague are I
to invade these regions by renson of their nearness to, and |
nieation with, Tndia, and thence to extend overland to Europe,
oiced by M, Bareére, one of the French Delegates at the Inter-
Conference of 1597, when he classified the Persiaon Gulf, along
. 88 the *routes neturelles des moladies pestilentielles” In relation B
the matter the question of what measures should he adopted with I
“agninst the suzzested danger to Burope was discussed at the {8
iy Qonferences of 1894, 1897, and 1908 ; and in each of the Con- I
“up ab these Conferences clanses were ineorporated embodying ]
seeure this end.”
_the Regulations framed under the Paris Convention of 1804, -
‘peference to cholera, have in the main been a dead letter. 'The :l
ated the establishment of a number of sanitary stations, under
Lkish authorities, in the Persian Gulf, and the enforcement of It
vnls. The British Government, in adhering to the Convention, i
\e Appendix econtaining the Persion Gulf Regulations, on the "
: were unnecessary; (2) that Turkey and Persin were too 1
ive control: and (3) that the greal expense entailed in ¥
s would fall ehiefly on British shipping, which formed 98 per 5 i\
the Gulf. The seheme was not earried out. [ .
‘appeared in Tndia in 1896 the Constantinople Board of Health® ’ l

enath and on repeated occasions the question of new ports amil the ]
in the Gulf ports. It was ultimately decided to establish a H

Fao, and to repulse plague-infected ships from Bussorah. A Com- Il
t to Fao to select a site, but nothing further was done, and Fao
‘office with no lazaret and no sanitary apparatus. i : _

nitary Convention of 1807 provision was made simply for a i
Bussorah and another at or in the neighbourhood of the Tsland
m. near the entrance of the Gulf, these sfations to be under = I
tinople Board of Health. 'The establishment of the Ormuz i
] to an agreement between Turkey and Persia. The Indian
to the posed station at Ormuz on political grounds, holding
m:r'ﬁ;te control of the Persian Gulf to Turkey, and might !
British shipping. The proposals were, however, I
Government, and Persia also mtifiec the Convention, su ect ek |
“the station at the entrance of the Gulf should be under the ol k
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 tion, in so far as they relate to the Persian Gulf, bave remuined, like those of |

i Gy, [ the meanwhile it had been decided in November 1905 that Dr. Th
December  ©f the Local Government Board, should visit the Persian Gulf on

3
sg;

Ay

i

i

il

8

Persian and should have Persian guards. The provisions of the Venies

Convention, a dead letter. No lazaret was established at the entrance
and the Bussorah lazaret remained, to quote the words of Dr. Clemow, *
y imperfect quarantine station in those regions.”

The Paris Sanitary Convention of 1903, which was ratified in
provides for the Bussorah station as before, and for a sanitary station at
to be under the control of the Constantinople Board of Health. The
signed by the British Delegates, subject to reservations which, it was I
result in the abandonment of the Ormuoz scheme, These reservations were
the establishment of the Ormmuz station should be deferred until the Board
had been reformed in the manner provided by the Convention; (2)
should be done to out the scheme until the Mixed Commission, o
with other European Powers are represented, should have wnani
necessary funds.  Doubts were at the same time expressed by Ilis Maj
ment, b the British Delegates, as to the necessity for a station
entrance of the Gulf, which was not proved b{ the experience of recen
to the suitability of Ormugz, with its unhbealthy elimate, as a site

The Persinn Government made a further proposal, in the form of
Additionnelle to the Paris Convention, that the station at the mouth
ghould be econtrolled by Persia, and should be placed on the Islar
instend of Ormuz.

In this connection Dr. Faivre was sent by the French Government

of 1905 to the Persinn Gulf, to ascertain and raport whether

enjam would or would nol be more suitable as a site for a =
near the entrance of the Gulf than the Tsland of Ormuz.  He reported
1905,  Stated briefly, his recommendations, which went beyond the
reference and dealt with the whole quqstirm of the “,nihry defence
were as follows :(—

1. That lazarets should be established at Henjam and Fao, to
respectively by the Persian Government and by the Constantine
Health ; and

2. That sanitary stations for purposes of * observation™ should
Bunder Abbas, Lingah, Bushire, and Mohammerah, under the control of
Government, and at Bussorah, Koweit, Bahrein, Debai, and Muscat, unde
of the Constantinople Board of Health, :

Dr. Faivre's Report did not reach Tis Maj Government antil

Majesty’s Government, and report * on the sanitary requirements of t
respect, not only of Persia, but also of Europe, as well as on the questi
of a sanitary station and the suitability of Ormuz, Henjum, or other
p 7 The Government of India, who were consulted as to the p
that it might be advantageous at any future diseussions for the British
have af its disposal uxpert information independent of that eollected by
bt expressed the earnest hope that * British opposition to establish

station will be uncompromisingly maintained.” It may here be noted
hnn?-of'tha Bﬂhlh ernment to the establishment of an intern

&

the

of a icious climate and unhealthy
. Thomson left for India, on his

Report, which will be discussed

YY)
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]

the Persian “ Declaration Additionnelle® to the 1903 Convention
ion to be established at the entrance of the Gulf in accordance
vention of 1897 should be under Persian, and not international,
at it should be placed on the Island of Henjam. and not Ormurz)
.hzehe Frenclh Government to the British Ambassador at Paris
with an intimation that the Persian proposals were favourably
These proposals did not commend themselves to the Rritish
on the ground that any such arrangement would defeat the object
s, viz., the postponement of the scheme for a station at the
and partly because they doubted the ability of the Persian
\ the necessary funds for the purpose.® In regard to this latter
Duff, writing from Tebran on the 15th November, 1905, said that
“there is the slightest prospect of the provisions of the Convention,
lary measures, being carried out, except in those ports where the
are under European control, so long as Persia remains ander
ent.” The French Government, however, continued to press the
et of the Persian proposels stated that Dr. Faivree (whose Report
ent had not yet seen) had prononnced in favour of Henjam,
by the Persian Government, as being a soitable position for the
the same time, they pointed out that it would be diffieult for them to
that one of the reasons for which Great Britain had decided not to
pn proposal was the incapacity ol the Persian Tnn.sury to bear the
£:nn d that, if the Persian offer were declined, Persin might
Paris vention or make her ratification eonditional on reserves,
still farther delay in bringing the Convention into operation.
the discussion Dr. Thomson's Report reached the hands of His
ent in July 1906. Its general conelusions were opposed to the
station at the entrance to the Gull, (1) because it still remained
pmics had heen conveyed to Burope by that route; (2) beeause
b that point would be ineffective, inasmuch as it would be evaded
eraft, the most dangerous class of shipping; and (3) becanse no
be found for such n station, Henjam, though upon the whole
in other respects, being open to serious objections on acconut
equate water supply, and its lack of provisions.
own recommendations were summarized as follows at the close of

the scheme best adapted, in the circumstances, to secure a reason
Eurape and the minimnm of interferonce with commercial interosts
consists in the perfecting of the lruue_ui sunitary stations at Mohammerah
hment of a samtary station at Koweit, and the oreation of o new station
at Bussorah.  Sanitary defence of the Gulf based on these lines will
i jon to Enrope against plnﬂm and cholers than would be
stakion’ near the entravce of the Gulf, eombmed_‘ -m.th a terminal
will not impose on shipping the unnecessary and prejudicial restrictions
scheme.
d meet wil tance, T would urge that steps should be taken to
ugae ad*f:? M:Eﬁuu with all possible ?eed. L view the alternative
1 usion, as calonlated to be ineffective, expensive, and
“commerciil interesti—and these are mainly British—in the Gulf,
inel station’ project is much more lﬂ‘belng follow on knowledge
the kind and at the places I have :u_rlmz.] d,-gemaumal operation
that sueh mensures are in contemplation.

to the * sentinel station * were adopted by His Majesty's
- Government were informed that the Persian proposals
ion which was in due course communicated to Persia and

D

B

Yyy
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Grey, the question being again raised. Dr. Schneider observed, however, that
Jm;;, ﬂy facilitate his task, should the matter be bronght before the Sani
R the Government of India would consent to improve the conditions
uarantine measures were at present earried out in the Gulf, ie., by incr
ropenn personnel and by supplg;ing disinfection stoves and rat- ing
at each of the five s (viz, Mohammeral, Bushire, Lingal, Bunder
Jask), instead of at Bushire only, Dr. Schneider added that the Persinn G
had not the necessary funds at their disposal, and that the expense would

fall on the Indian Government.

.l'

| 10
8ir (1 8ir C. 8pring-Rice at the end of 1906 explained the position to Dr
( i i}’"ﬁm President of the Tehran Sanitary Couneil,* who promised to do his best

B,

It will be convenient at this stage 1o give a brief account of the
system hitherto administered in the Persian Gulf by officers of the Indian
Major Cox In Se ber 1904 Major Cox, after examining the old records regardi
i - control in the Persinn Gulf, reported that * since 1864, and prob:
T, been entirely in our hands; but onr eontrol seems 1o have come into exi
September  matically, and I can trace no original arrangements with the Persian G
51804 The appearance of plague at Bombay in the autnmn of 1506 rendered i
Pergian wﬂm1ina precautions in the Gulf. The resources of the Persi
Gulf were unequal to the inauguration of adequate measures, and the task
Residency | eonsent and at the desire of the Persian Government, undertaken
o " Residency at Bushire. After somo difficulty, quarantine was placed
Report, |land efficient footing at Bunder Abbas, Lingahl, and Moham
1896-97. :'I serviees of assistant surgeons were lent by the Government of
Bushire. :
Viceroy's In August 1903 the Government of India reported that three a
:‘“m were employed exelusively on guarantine duties at Mohammerah,
12 and 20, ®nd Lingnh, while at Bushire and Jask the duty was done by the a
1908, attached to the Residency and the telegraph station respeetively.
uarantine establishment at the first three ports, estimated at 1,450
1,184 per annum) was borne by the Persian Government, while a
340 rupees a-month (2720 per annum) fell upon Indian revenues in
Colonsl  quarantine duties discharged by the doctors at Jask and Bushire
Remball  gypreons were placed under the immediate orders of the Residency

:&“g"’“’ who was in the executive charge of the quarantine armngements.  Fin:
Tndis, was vested in the Customs Administration, to whom all fees were
Febr quarantine officials.

Rary |
th 104 Attempts have from time to time been made to undermine
Sir A, British Quarantine Administration. On the Gthm 1903,
W telngmpbﬁd that the Russians were pressing ihe Fovernn
Tansdowne, GuIf quarantine arrangements out of the hands of the British 4
6, them under the Belgian Customs Department. Sixdxr later
1 India telezraphed that they .had *“ positive proof” that the P
Vicerny's  intended to earry out this snggestion, and recommended that the *
gges
telegram of ghould he made agninst a change so injurious to British inte
1age 1 Majesty’s Government should resolutely resist the “ prineiple that
ments in the Gulf can he subverted, without our knowledge or ¢
of foreigners can be put in eﬁmmlﬁto hamper British trade, the
over 90 cent. of the total.” © n Government, on b
8ir A. ge, disclaimed all intention of removing the Bri
British Minister was informed hy the Persian Minister for Forei
mpbinﬂwag:‘;m the m ﬂi:t which they administered
suggested Shah the idea it might
supervision over their work.” The q
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8ir A. Hardinge preferred to reserve any strong remonstrance nntil {
with some definite act of encronchment lj':\' the Persian Government |
erence on the part of the Customs authorities, coupled with the |
siere, o doctor in the employ of the Customs Department, and !
French Viee-Consulate, and also, as suhsequently appeared, to the f
at Bushire, again raised the question in an acute form. Repre- Sir 4, j
by Sir A. Hardinge to the Persian Government and to M. Nang, Hordi
an Customs. with the result that in September 1904 the Qrand '{:m !
send telegraphic orders to Bushire that the Custom-honse officers dowse,
n interfering in the quarantine administration of the Gulf parts. September
the instructions sent to the Director-General of Customs, Bushira, % 1904 {
You are to abstain as far as possible from all interforence with l
iend this especially to Bussiére. At the same time this does not {
right to report to Tehean any steps by the quarantine officials i
dieial to the Persian Government.™ The Grand Vigier told Sir A,
same time that he proposed to reopen the question on M. Naus'
6. Nothing further was done, however, and the settlement of the
the time heing undisturhed,
~of these incidents, Bir A. Hardinge, in a despateh dated the Sir A
proposed that, in order to strengthen our position, the Govern- m “ 18
d decide * (1) itself to pay the salaries of the Indian doctors in Lans- | .
and (2) to depute for these doties Huropean rather than, as at dowse, i
jan assistant surgeons.” The Government of India deubted the m“’
g the former point, unless it was pressed by the Persian Govern- ¥
od, moreover, that the “delegation of quarantine funetions to ="
s seems to involve grenter derogation from Shah's dignity than Oetober 27,
sl uﬁcarsﬂsmid hy Persian Government.” The latter recom- 1904.
was acrepted, and the Government of India telegraphed, on the 1
, that steps were being taken to provide * suitable Europeans to | Sy
assistant surgeons at Mohammerah and Bunder Abbas as soon as '
was also proposed “ to carry out a like change at other ports in ]
suitable men can be obtained.” In March 1905 the Government

y that the necessary mensures had been taken in regard + &
Bunder Ahhas, and that arrangements were being made for el
t of the other ports. !
06 the question was again to the front. In the middle of sl
. Begi, Governor of the Persian Gulf, wrote to the Residen 2 t
n his capacity as Chief Quarantine Officer for the Persian Gulf, l 5
Persian Government would ruquire the Persian flag, as well g I
to be flown, not only on all boats employed in quarantine .

“ships undergoing quarantine in Persian ports. This step was

nteo of thgmmgio?: of the Russian Consul-General, who had |

Begi that Fussian vessels would, in [uture, recognize no 1B

unless covered by the Persian flag, and that no correspondence e

the quarantine authorities in English, but only in Persian 1

eommunication was made by the German Consul. Negotin- !

the British Legation and Persian Government, with the |

e et fae a1 M bt

Minding that it was : genera in ! 8

dli:galition, howavar,ito mn% zh;.; atmu; recards 1

by hoats engaged in quarantine duties,

&EBflui&u ship “!l'ruu&ar” refused, on the advice of the

t the quarantine officer on hoard at Bunder Abbas to carry 1
%ho Venice Convention, The same thing ocearred at 4

e Prouyor™ fulfilled the usual formalities. Russian

i 1

l the Tehran Sanitary Couneil, and, on her return to
1 gﬁw the inspection of the Sanitary Offcer.
ﬁmﬂmonﬁhapaﬂdﬂ.mw_ ;
with the British steamer * Madura® and the Russian

Yye
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12
C.

In his despatch of the 1st Januar;, 1907, riing  eonversa
President of the Tehran Sanitary Couneil, the Brltlah Minister at
ﬁgnlhcﬂ) nmz}mende?l that Dr. Huhu;}dat{: mgveshnn;tft;'a the in
rsonmel and the improvement apparatus of t
in I.he (rull' should be su‘bmlt.tgimto the Gﬂvmm:'utof Iuﬁhfm&dr ¢
'l’hese proposals, it may be noted, went somewhat bevond those made by
Thomson in his Report of 12th Jtl]‘r. 1906, inasmuch as Dr, Schneider
im ments at all five of the Gulf ports, whereas Dr. Thomson's re
so far as the coast of Persia was concerned,” were lim.it.edblto
sanitary stations at Mohammerah and Bushire, and possibly improving
B"“ﬂ&g'&gm t of Indis, in a telegram dated t: ml y
he Governmen in, in a e ohru:?
their agreement with Dr. Thomson’s recommendations, and thei .
for the present, the eost of necessary preh.mmm measures, inel
disaffecting apparatus at Gulf ports, reserving right of subsequent
Persian Gommmnt in ease of Persian ports, and subject, in the
%mu! Sheikh in proposed arrangement.” In April 1007 the 1
telegraphed that an attack might shortly be anticipated upon
the quarantine in Southern Persia, u.mf that he trusted that atepe
iamueo the maintenance of existing arrangements. He aubsequnnﬂy
"'Fn ensions were based upon (1) the i nd.mg retirement of
the Tehran Sanitary Council, who was f.ﬂe to British interests,
of his being replaced by some one hostile; 60] the frank lost
our quarantine officers both by the B.mm nsul ot Bunder
Belgian Customs officials. 8ir C. Spring-Rice recommended, in
improvements of the sanitary serviee on n!i; lines indicated in
1st January, that a communication should be made to the Ru
the effect that, in view (1) of the predominance of British trade
the impossibility of securing an efficient Persian service ; and
for good administration, His Majesty’s Government uplioﬁd
Government would offer no objection to the continuance of the pre

His Majesty's Government deeided to post nuhngm
Russian Government until the estimates of tﬂngm :
had been received from the Government of Tndia.

‘I‘hannﬁbmnkoizl:g:eat Bahrein in April 1907 &
deficiency in the disinf eqmpmantof&amthm
uigency to the question of i lmpmw.n.g the sanitary defencs of the
& ith a despatch dated the 1uth , 1907, 8ir C.
Memorandum by Dr. Schncider, President of the Tehran
measures he recommended for the improvement of the guara
measures included the appointment of commissioned officors
to all five poris, and the provision of aamwqutnnl
& &e.), d:‘tedwﬁlﬂtan;t):’h reserve stove, at Bushire,
m May, that the Samtur Gmmﬂﬁ,
ﬁﬂmnm proposed, did nyst. the o -' 1

proposed impro
this view the Horeign Oflice concurred, the ﬁng
made in Mr. Mallet’s letter of the 21st June, 1907 :—

“Daring the eleven years in which the control of g
Gulf has been in British hands, the Government of Tndia
tbmm,whwhwﬂhmﬁ:ﬂylwu!my change i
e made ; and Sir E. Grey entirely with His
itofgceatmpwtmoe,hﬂ: demm
wﬁm“wbymmm&pmj'utﬂwmﬁh&

8ir O hJﬂyIﬂWmEmhryﬂawuﬂmmhdin 3
mﬁﬂ'hﬂ rement:nnlndml stations at Bunder
Ew, and Lingah, ! LFOf

YYo
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\
the Gouncil proposed that the sanitary service should be in * striot 1 F
i the Customs,” who should use the five small steamers they had !
; he also desired the appointment of the French doctor of the | !.
Bushire as Inspector-General. Representations were made to it
nment, on the 24th July, in which it was pointed out that |
ment considered “the present quarantine arrangements as one |
s in the Persian Gulf and a part of the stawus quo.”” On the [
i inister at Tehran assured Sir C. Spring-Rice that the proposal
doetor had been made without his knowledge, and that care would be
the recurrence of a similar ineident, |

ovember, 1907, the following measures were actually sanctioned by Mr. Morley i
ment :— ta i |
v - Tudia,
m of four stoves at Jask, Bunder Abbas, Lingah, and Mohammeraly, Neearabor

of the present assistant surgeons; and of ooe stove al Bahrein 7 007,
ry assistant surgeon, to be nppn?::;’ad on a salary of 208/ per annum, I:'
of the five stoves wae estimated at 1,2504, and the annual recurring | E
them at about 3331 |

|

|

n of n Clayton apparatus at Bushire, at an initial cost of 10004,
tment of a molnle assistant, of the Indian Medical Service, at
st of B60L per annum,

mated cost was: 2,2500, initial; 1,100, recurring. |
Janunary, 1008, the purchase of a portable stove for the mobile
stioned, at a maximum cost of 401,
af this expenditure is to be shared equally between the Indian und EI
B bencth of the Quarantine Ksisilishment in the Besinn Gl ol

u
H

e
At Bushire. l"
tish Gavernment— : S I |
mey surgeon (in exeentive chargeof the Quarantine Service).d
3 assistant (of the Indian Medical Service). |
nt surgeon (in sub-charge of Residency dispensary, stove, &e.).

At other Poris, - 1 |
wian Government— it I “
nt surgeon at Bunder Abbas. : t

Lingah.
:: Mohammerah,

Government— )
surgeon at Bahrein, 2
. Jask.®
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been so used as to destroy the British trade previously established at
was pointed out, in illustration, that the Bania community of Katif had,
reduced from one of 70 or 80 persons to 5 e]m":glu trader, and, further,
desirous of carrying on trade at the port , in the same year, expr
willingness to pay, in advance, the cost of maintaining a British Agent
their interests on the spot. This request, it was added, was ated
Carzon’s visit to the Persisn Gulf in 1008,% when the British Indin
Bahrein peiitioned his Excellency for the appointment of a British B
protect their intevests at Katif. The Government of India accordingly
(1) that the Political Agent at Bahrein should be appointed Viee-Consul
and (2) that a Native Consular Agent should be stationed at Katif.
Sir N, Sir N, ('Conor, who was consulted, thought that these sugue
Denor 2 be pressed for the moment, and his view was necepted by His Majest,
; In communieating this deeision to the Government of India, Mr. Br
Juo %,  follows, in & despateh dated the 5th August, 1904:—* It will be
1308, Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople, . . . . , having regard to th
which the Turkish Government might place on the appointment of a |
m for EL Husa, and to the objection they would feel, at present, to re
ot of  officer, does not consider it advisable that effect should be ziven to
Tudia, . that the Politieal Officer at Bahrein should be invested with Vice 151
August 5, gver the Turkish district of El Hasa, For similar reasons, Sir N. OF
i that the present moment is unsuited for npruinting a Native Consular
and he suggests that the consideration of this proposal shonld be d
result is seen of the representations which he has addressed to the
ment, in regard to the zrievances of the Indian traders, which form
the Government of India’s letter of the 31st March, 1904,  These
by His Majesty’s Government.”
Mr. Town- Tn September 1904 the British Consul at Bussorah reported
ley to instructions had been sent to the Mutessarif of Hasa, regarm
Lord Lans 1o ovoess duties at Katif, of whieh British Indians had eom
\ informed the Government of India, on the 20th December, 1 that
22,1904, to the Foreign Office that, «if tieal effect is given to theso
Mr. Brod-  unneeesary to press for the appointment of a Consular Agent at Katil.
'1"’51 e The question has not subsequently been raised.

20, 1504, 1V.— Mohammerah.

Sheikh Klhazal is the acknowledged Head of the Muhaisen
Arabs, living on hoth sides of the Karun, from near Shuster to i
Shat-el-Arab near Mohammeral, and on the left bank of the
Mohammerah to its mouth, and between the Tigris and the B
west, and to the Jerrish River on the east. :
: My, Spring- As regards the Persinn Government, the tion of the She
i }}i:&{m his brother, Sheikh Mizal, in 187, has always that of a great
i Maroh 20, 10 Smaller matters has thought it well to humour the Central
A 1900, remaining at the same time extremely jealous in matters touching

3

Irl .
2] His attitude to British interests has been friendly, and in
] g that of the Persian officials in South-west Persia.

[}

Ever since 1898 the Sheikh has shown himself nervous about
the event of the break-up of the Persian Empire, and anxious to
. v

2 regarding the independence of his territories in certain
Al In ﬁumﬁﬁ 1899, when Sir M. Durand visited the Karun,
request for assurances. e declining to afford guarantees

8ir M. Durand intimated to bim that *he ﬁﬁght.mﬂyuiptﬁ our
could give it without ill-faith to the Persian Government.’
intention formed by the Ceniral Government in
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would be used as a t for ting an end to his power as
e great feudal Chiefs MI& e T
that if' the Sheikh were forcibly 1o resist any such |

Government would retaliate by their favourite method of il

our to create dissension in the Chaab fribe by setting up the '
Khagal, Sheikh Aboud, who resided at Ahwaz, and was not on the il
with his unele. |
a Memorandum was communicated to the Persian Government
Chargé d’Affaires,
it was stated that the British Consul-General at Bushire had ”" apnng- !
Salisbury’s attention to the state of affairs ot Mohammerah, In & ||

difficulties in the future his Lordship t it best that thee m,;,'.‘,,,

understanding of his views as to the ports ohammerah, Bushire, 1900,
and other ports of the Gulf. e
of these ports by a foreign Power might lead to a state of things h
- Government, in the interestsof the Tndian Empire, would be .
hdheenmmgnimﬁ by the Persian Government, whao, on the | E
1897 gave a written promise that the customs of Southern Persin
ﬁd under foreign control and supsrvmon Her Majest;
the Persian Geovernment to the strict observanee of 'lgu
|

ian Government were aware, far the larger part of the trade of the s 1
ports was British, This trade imposed certain duties upon Ier [
ent, and they could not pass without notice measure ikely |
and prospects. 1t was from this point of view that the Marquess '-
el to inform the Persian Government that, in view of British f[
trade of Mohammerah and in the navigation of the Karun, Ier |
nment must insist wpon their right to be consulted before any |
in the administration of the customs or in the position of the AL |
such a right of consultation, the Persian Government eould 'l
the um:ieg of the British Government for the preservation of £
nance of the Persian sovereignty, and the improvement of Persian i
these the interests of Her Majesty’s Government were second only *

the Persian Government was verbal i —
-lhhmmenh.bnt in ereqrzﬂm’ Persia where Bntnhmﬂrw sl
o g Sy v Xk K
i Government, but Persia could not give a Agreement April 5 &
scial point of her territory, as such an Agreement might appear fo 1900, i
t to partition.” ; 19
%4» , Lord Salisbury addressed a despateh to Iler Majesty’s |
mwlmhhavmhnfuﬂan i
opportunity that may offer iteelf to explyin that Her Majesty 2
s Tk vk T RAAR i i i Sl
'mthematlumpmrm and that it is in the interest of Persia, e
Mﬁhe:anduvmtowvminmmduthr?m b = |

d extracts from n mud“m.manmmg e

show in some detail bow the question of giving a British assuranee i E
:-— S .‘: :
mgbuutﬁedei{‘ﬂbfﬂin?ﬂﬂhﬂomﬂhﬂhﬁt —.- i F|

ﬂﬁt]:rn. ﬁﬁwumm i
to soquet or ‘some ext:

as hitherto cultivated with the %nh .
Mhmmbhmfmdlndhbswx iy
anzious to be able to give him such assurances of support ’ &

in md‘ﬂnww&ahﬂ&ﬂ'phﬂwhlh&poh o ! |
be graveful i your uld instroct me as o0 1#
Whmhmhﬁ:}m &hﬂmm 1
difficulties between the Pergign Government.
Mm-mmwﬁmumm&-mﬂ
F

v o

the -Fulrﬂ.

E
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the Persian Customs, as it is impossible that M. Naus, in reorganizging that eervice,
important & ns Mobammerah fo remain. hoyond his control, but that we should
poseible Russian activity in Southern Persia, attach him to ourscives '];‘5 i promise
not let his political authority over his tribesmen be destroyed or wndermined by i
Government, T
“I am folly aware of the difficulty of wting loeal quasi-hereditary
suhjects of the Shah againgt endeavours by the Persivn Government to weaken
undls.-xtend the power of the Central Government at their expense. Seistan i6 8 o
“ At the same time our neglect or reluetance to do this may be taken adm
detriment of ourinterests hy our rivals, and it is clear that Colonel Kemball les
dofinite assurance of nssistance in eertain contingencies should be given to the

) Mohammerah.
«1 would propose to urge him to be loyal to the Persian Government, to oo
help and, if nee , medintion of His Majesty's Viee-Consul, to an arran
Customs which indemnify him for the loss of their administration by hi

to us to protect him against any attempt from Tehran—in my opinion, a very improb
diminish or eneruadtmrpm hiuymﬂmnpty ae Chief over his people. If wo give him
that we shall so protect him, we ought to be prepared, in the unlikely contin
attempt as | have suggested, to send a gun-boat to Mohammerah and to let the
that we shall not acquiesce without reason to the deposition of the Sheikh, or
by the Governor-General of Arabistan in the internal affairs of his tribe, i

“Your Lordship can, of course, judgoe better than T to what extent the
asmrance is in accordance with the general policy of His Majesty's Government
Peorais, and how far it would be wise and =afe to give it. Tt is clear that the Sheil
unnecessarily ansions about his future, though no doubt he is more or less try
into mmiﬂwm pladges of gupport ; tmt I wonld venture to eubmit that the time
to decide far we are prepared to back him up, should the Persian Gover
Russian instigation, determine to destroy his, so to speak, sutonomous position,
Gul:::ial_Kam Il and T should give him should he appeal to us, as he seems d
our advice.”

Hir &, The upshot of this correspondence was that Sir A. Hardinge informed
w on the 7th December, 1902, under instructions from Lord Lansdowne,
December | protect Mohammerah against naval attack by a foreign Power, whate
5,1902. | such action may be alleged, and also, so long as you remain faithful to
act in accordance with our adviee, shall continue to give you our g
support.” ;

This assurance was really necessitated by the urgeney of arriving
of the question, 1s Sir A. Hawnlinge reported in March 10902 that the
been ing offers for over a year to reduce the Sheikh of Mohammeral

- by foree, and that they had heen pressing the Persian Government to
him an uncompromising attitude. The assurance was actnally given
ment about the Customs had been concluded, largely owing to the friendly i
of His Majesiy’s Government; but it was probably only in eonsequ
assurance thatthe Sheikh consented to avoid friction and to make the new
work smoothly,

On the 24th December, 1003, 8ir A. Hardinge addressed a note to
confirming the assurance of 1902, and adding that he might rest assured of
of the British Government so long as he on his side observed the con

| Armangement made with the Persian Government.

- e Tn 1904 a Russian decoration was conferred on the Sheikh and

No. IEC  Mission was sent to Mohammerah.
Aﬁ‘? Oune of the prineipal reasons for avoiding a eonflict hetween the Pe
1 ment and the Sheikh of Mohammerah bas been the fear that such an
Consul raise tlie much larger question of the Tureo-Pervian frontier dispute.
and the surrounding distriet have always been a bone of contention
g5, Turks and the Persians, and only recently the Sheikh expressed his
1 Tis g;jedy'l Consul-General at Bushire in regard to recent dev
y northerly points of the frontier. The views of his Majesty’s

explained in the subjoined despatches.

W Sir Bilward Grey to Mr. Marling.

 (No. 21.)
“ Sir,

: .
#1 have received your despatch No. 17 of the 28th ulti
ondence with Hia Majosty's Conml-General at Bushirs relative
the Sheikh of Mohammerah in rd to recent developments on the Turco-Pe
ol S in ﬂ“ﬁ% ,ﬁ“’:ﬂ need not be sent to the
existing conditions, an consider when an attack
metion 1o be taken by Tlia Wajcsty's Government can be determined.
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CONFIDENTIAL.

Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 21, 10 p.r.)

(No. 124.)

FOLLOWING sent to India, No. 57 :—

“ My despatch No. 97.

* His Majesty’s Consul has reported by despatch that the Sheikh of Mohammeralh
and the Bakhtiari Khans have concluded formal written alliance. Under it they
al to Persia provided that their present privileges are respected
and no inerease of taxation demanded, but in case of interference they will combine
to resist. Consul was informed verbally that cases of dispute between the two parties
Both parties made professions of friendship towards the

engage to remain loy

would be referred to him.

Legation.

“ Agreement, which is apparently
but it should for a time make for trang

Tekran, May 21, 1908, 8 p.u,

qluilu spontaneous, is not likely to last long,
illity in those regions.”

Yy
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Fes
:
In any forther commonica- : o
thom om this gubject, please quate # S |
g, F R « |
v 15994, 7 F g - NI - ey P }
- F 3 o - -
and adidross— =2 ",»,r-,"""T Deeurs ho 3z 4 (8 Jine OR
Thva Uneler-Sac A EIVE D™ 1
Farsign 1o \ Foremew Orrice
'\ 21 MAY |5UE -« | May ., , 1908.
L7, o
<
« ™
8ir:-

I am dirscted by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to

transmit to yuufherawlthfcopy of a despatch from His

4 |/ Majesty's Chargé d'Affaires at Tehran respecting the

wish of the Sheikh of Mohammera and of the Bakhtiari

-L' Khans for closer relations with Great Britain.
" @V' I am to suggest, for the consideration of Secratary
Viscount Morley that, in view of the fact that the
Sheikh of Mohammera, by reason of the geographical
gituation of his possessions and his considerable lo-

eal influence, is in a position %o hinder and even to

prevent the prosecutlion of any forelgn enterprise

in the country watered by the Karun, 1t 1s very desir-

able to sscurs his absolute adhersnce to Britlsh in-

terests in order to ensurs that hls power may always be "
exercised in their favour by opposing any schemes which

may be distasteful to His Majesty's Government.

gir

[ RECEIVED
The Under Secrstary of State, Jioyamh

India Office. | INDIA OFFiIGE.
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8ir E.Grey is therefore of opinion that the
e general assurances already given to the Sheikh

should be repeated and that he should be informed

2 that they will be considersd to hold good as regards

- - i

Lf’v'ul/t”"._
'}H’V WWJ JPL}
J‘-ﬂ”w

hiB succesaotz\ It might further be pointed out to

t.he Sheikn that His Majesty's Government have en-

gaged to respect the independence and integrity of Per-
gla which involves maintenance of the gbatus quo in
that country and includes the continuance of the
sheikh's present stata of autenomy. External aggres-
gion would constitute an infringement of Peraian'in-
tegrity which is recognized by the Anglo-Fussian Con-
vention.

The Bakhtiari Khens, on the other hand, occupy &
different position and their aims appear Lo be in the
dirsction of independence. His Majesty's Government h
are not bound by any assurances with regard to them.
They have not shown thamselvas to be trustworthy in
the past and thelr recent behaviour towards British
enterprises in their country, such as those of the

01l
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01l Concessions Syndicate and of the Euphrates and

L Tigris Steam Navigation and Persian Transport Com-

panies Limited, has not been satisfactory.

8ir E.Grey therefore considers that any engage- 1
ment given to the Khans, beyond an assurance of friend-
1y sympathy, would Dbe likely to be utilised by them
to create difficulties between His Majesty's and the
Persian Governments.

1 am to state that Sir E.Grey would be glad to
receive in due course an axprasslon of Lord Morlay's
views and of those of thes Government of India on this
question in 1te general aspect and also with regard
to the suggaations get. forth above.

I am,
8ir,

Your most obedlent, {'

=

humble Servant,

| / ;
| o HetA— HA é’x_[(a‘.!’
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Sir,
I have the honour Lo tranemit hercwith cory of &

Despatch and ite inddosures addressed to G Govern ent of

Indie by Hie Mejecty'e Resident in the FPersian Gulf respect-
ing the wishes of the of Mokeamrersh and the Sexitisri
Ehane for nserer relast 1 ; 3 us,

It would secm from these papers that both Sarder Arfa
and the Ehens heve beoun led to mneke advances to us from simi-

he their -roessnt pogition

| lar motives, vig, so-rehension that
| ]
I of pemi=-indenendoncee may be threatened ; either from wilbin i
/ by thie chenge #n the form of Governcent in Persia ; or from
without' Py direct zgrreescion on 4l BTt O ha Turka, A
regards the Tormer cause 1t secms Lo me Probable that these
l Chiefe hove been unduly imvressed with the blatent tals of
the Teliren reesz, whiclh 1ig given to disouseing,in what, ocon=
Tapolowee o )
Ridering the horeler i the Central Govern-ent,
|
{

nt terms, what the sovereisn Asceably

are ludicrously confide

er TFersiec. will do, Whet secze 0 excite moet a&prrebhencion

l is the mrospect that the strugrle between tlie Bhal and e
reforz party will end in ke trdummh of tihe lalt'er. Ths

L5 Fag .
suck will e tho e is, I think, the opinion of most com-

i

petent obeervers, but conesidering the inoptitude whick

Azeaml'.'.‘l.y has hitherto shown for revresentetive Gowver
there seeanrs to be litile »rorpect that any administration 1is

1ikely to be found in Feksfa, Tor mony years

enpugh to attempt o atback the »nresent vorition of the =

yributary trites, On the conmtrary, it arrem

indenenicnt

The Rizht Tonourskhle,
Bir Edver: @roy, Baronet, HN.T.
Btc., etc,., elg,.,

R R SIS
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L0 me more than nrobable thet the tesk of zoverning thoee

parte of Ferzis,nominally direotly

adninictered frou Tel TN,

will co tax the energler of the Ministerr thes they will be
f ;
héwe
only too gled not %o JNEMNNE: crfere wherewer ther- ie &
|
#- ) locel authority canable of msednte ining e resconsble dcgree
' of order. In Lhese circunciances I am incline! to L ink

ney coneider Lid oultion as

falrly well asc

without

any epecial susrmntess Mro Lhie Bekhtiexrie

0 secure thedselver in like menter by putting their Nouse

in order and

} no pretext for atiemptel interference

in their

we corm gcarcely make any

Teply suct Jakhiiterd Khane and Shedl

e

Ehaszzel to [elieve thet we favour &Iy agree

1 them
aimed at their eventual indemendsnce, Suek & Bhen woulad

Scareely be in mocordeance with the s=pirit of our resens
underteling to respect the intezrity of Fersia,

A8 regards the t

voint, i.e, the aprrehension of

attack Tfrowm the Turke, I underetend from your Despsbteh o, 21

(6488) of February 25th last, that His lajesty's Cove n ent

| conelder our inbereste in South Wegtern Ferrin ere of' sulfTi-
clent importance to werrent ue in taking sbens Lo Dreven
Bny eerious disturbence of Lhe sitatus ¢ mo, and I ventur

think thot some gene

aspursnces ol thic noture would suf
Tice to ellay local ap rehens ion, Suel: essurancees could

} not be resenbed by the Fersion Govern ent, nor de I believe

| thet Fussia, to judze from her mpresens atsi vude, woul.l take

| any excentinn to Lhem,

They would also, it eecme to me, be nufTicient to banish

E Bheikh FKhezzal's teamtation to losk the Germene

-

LOX

ralber tlan td oureelvesm ; a contine

jor
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M eonglugion I would venture t orflon thet Sheill

Ehasgel 1s very much misteien 10 11r ectimebe o - Jgwer
of the Ruserisn Legation at Tehron at prosent In the Fress
it has 1little influence ; otherwise 1t would not be B0 com=

stantly the object of piteck ; nor do I gee any reason why

it ghould use w influence 1 ve to 1 1
pgainet Bheikh Khazzal,
I I heave Lhe honour to be,

Wikl ne 1zhe : rasmect,

Your moet obelifent,

Firnble Eervant

VeI

(signed) Charles M. Marling
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‘s Marling Esquire,
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H.B.,M's Charge 4'Affaires,
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Eritish llesidency and Consulate-General, I"

. |
| 15994 il

Bushire, /.7 Tarch 1908, |

MAY 11 1908)

fajor F.Z.Cox, O.1.E.,
Folitiesl Nesident in the

Persian Gulf,

BsHe Butler, Hequire, Cul.E.,
Seorotary to the Uovermment of India

in the Foreign Department,

Sir,
W | I have the honour to forward for information and such
gonslderation as may be possible, coplea of the undermentioned
o o rapers}
(1) A memorandum giving detalls of an interview between myeelf
acgompanied by 'r. Coneul !‘sDousll, and Uheikh Khazal of
Mohammerah on 7th January last.
{11).A letter, No. 44 dated “rd February 1908, received from
H.B.4's Vice Consul, Ahwas, in which the latter reports the
it purport of & conversation which he recently had with the
Barhtys#d ‘hens Calep-i-Arfa and Shahab-es-Oul taneh.

The Sheikh of lohsmmepsh scked me to await receipt of the
sempprandum of tate axpenditure which he was preparing, before
taking special motion on his rerresentations, snd when the
summary of the said dooument reached Bushire I was awsy on tour;

b meanwhile Captain lorimer's report slso reached me.
SULh #. In connection with the abovementioned napers I beg to refer
to, and to quote for facllity of reference, & memorandum recorded
by Sir Louls lmne at the time of the tour made by Hie Excelleney
Lord Cursgon and Uir Arthur Hardinge to the Persian Gulf in the

winter of 19n7. The passage 1| refer to runs as follows: (vide

enclopure
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| i enclosurs to Forelign Department No. 694-E.i., dated 1st iarch
1904):-
"The question of inereasing our influence in the Lur and
"Bakhtyari country ® & and of strengthening the tribes in
"South-western Peraia, so as to ensble them to hold their own
"in the event of a collapse of the central power or trouble in
B "South-western Persis was disscussed on seversl occasions by His
"Excellency with Sir Arthur Hardinge. «» = B # It was
" recognised that our future action in South-western Peraia rmuast
Blargely depend on the extent to whioch we could strengthen and
"utilise both tribes and the tribves of Arablstan, who under the
" sheikh of Mohammersh are in much tho sase position”.
S+ It will be peen fromgmy presemt enclosures that practically
simul taneously, though independently, the Chiefs of the Bekhty-
aris and of the Arab tribes of Arabistan respectively have be-
gome apprehensive as to their future and convineed that their
interests 1ie in union among themselves, if poscible under our
aegis.
The Sheikh of liohemmerah, encouraged no doubt by the understand-
ing at which his fidue Achates Sheikh Mubarek hss arrived at
with us, presses for an assurance that his linesl heirs will be
I?ﬂ.ntlinld in the enjoyment of their present patrimony, and will
be reasonably safeguarded ngainat::aurtailmsnt of their present
sémi -independent position and powers by the Cemtral Govermment.
An-mmu in support of fhis rights or strong claims to
sugh treatment Sheikh Khazal adduces the fact that ever since
his acoession the Central Government have obliged him to meet
from privete funds very heavy expenditure which should proveryy
have fallen on the Government Exchequer, and that now during the
surrent Turco-Iersian orisis the Central Covernment have left
him absolutely to take care of himself in the beet way he can,
in faet, have neither the means nor the power to do anything to
help him in the event of his territory being invaded by Turkish

troops. In thie respeot he is in a measure comforted by his con-

fidence in Great Britain to prevent any attack upon him by ses

but in the event of an invasion from the landside he feels that

he

S—
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he would be placed in & very serious position, seeing that he
possesses no artillery or large supply of ammunition.

In return for such sssurances from us as his heart desiras he
expresses his readiness to bind himeelfl to us in any way which
may seem to us feasible,

The Bakhtiaris intimate that, prompted by the common sentimemts
[ Y of iilf;pmaenauon.ﬂ:ey contemplate allying themselvee with the
muhihohmsrnh, and in the hope of thus maintaining & position
of semi or practiecal independence they are anxious to emter into
a seoret understanding with the British Government.

I do not feel that I can safely or usefully offer much comment
upon their respective representations, ms in such a question my
field of vision 18 too confined to allow me to see the matter in
the right perapective, I oamn only sAy as & local officer that it
secms t-cllllle that having by the terms of our convention with Russia
left the region affected in the neutral zZone and exposed to German
enterprise, it is of the utmost importance to our interests to
Counhleroals the disadvantages of that curtwmslance as far as pos=
sible and without delay by strengthening our hold as much as we
oan upon the Chiefe of South Westerm Persia before the opportunity
to do so passes out::ur control .

As far as the chaikh of Mohammerah 1s concerned I believe him
to be primarily quite singcere in his protestations that his inter-
' :nl and hopes are centred in us. Nevertheless he is sainly promp-

ted by the dictates of self-preservation and nhuuldi;;;:luro on gur

partdispel his apprehensions, it ie as well to remember that he ie

lu'.ell., to be greatly influenced by hie astute henchman and relative
'| Haji Rsis-ut-Tujjar, who is possessed by no feelinge of tradition
| or sentiment or by any coneideratlions other than those of personal
| agrandisement and present profit, snd would I doubt mot, as lief
| pursue his schemes through German suspices as ours if the former
|'I were made sufficiently attractive to him end ours were too luke-

warn.

¥hether the aspiratione of the Shaikh and the Khans can be
entertained to any degree or not, I feel sure that the problem

v

awnad
of which they are factors will have the early interssted con-

sideration

e —
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i
sonsideration of (c mant ;
A duplicate of this letter 1 yelng for to H1 ajenty’ |
gharge 4'Affaires, Teheran under my office No foAZ of today'e E
date. !
t
I hav the honour to be ]
gir, !
t obediont servant, .
T
| t in the r gulf
N}
¥
MR- E— ——— I‘
v
roA s e e o And ) 1L Ga [OR/L/PS/10/132 san el
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,?. 3 pegarding an interview which took place botween the cheikh hagal
of lichameerah and the Officieting Politiecnl Resident in the
Persisn Gulf.

Dated 7th January 1908,
e e i b 2 1 2 T T T S — -
‘;' -~ At my last vislt to lohaamersh on the js¢plecember 1007, in

connection with the delivery to the Shelkh of the Huhaidi pirates,
Shelkh Ehazal who in the course of our discussion regarding the
punishment of the outlews, had ineidentally showm that he had
heard offnour recent agreement with Sheikh ‘ubarek, informed me ag
1 was leaving that he had urgent grounds for wishing to discuss his
affairs generally with we and begged me to pay him a leisurely
visit at an early date for the purpose. 1 did o on 7th January,
and having gone there for thie sxnpess purpose, I took such pre-
vious pansrs ss were necessary with me. ‘r. VYelouall was present

[ with me, Sheikh ‘hasal having in the first instance led me to
think that he nesded more definite support or sssurances from us,
I read hin out the purport of Sir Arthur Fardinge's letters of

| December 7gh 1902 and December td4th 1903 and then enquired what

! further he needed. gheikh ihassl replied that the assurences just

. referred to were nll right so far as they went and at the epoch
at which they were given but that the outlook had musch changed
and developed cinoe 1997 and that he could mot but regard the near
future with the greatest apprehension. It was the advent of the
"iajlis® and the mo-culled constitutional government which had

| Ghanged the aspect of the future se much. Ome of two thinge must
scon happen, ofthor the hah or the "ajlis must be eliminated.
If the probability was that the Shah would be able to supprees the
¥ajlis, ae there was no doubt he would like to do, and if there was
to be & return to absolute Govermment, then he would not feel so
apprehenaive, for he was fortified by the asourence which we had

| £iven him to afford him our good offioces and support with the

Contral Coverrment, and, as long &s he resuined faithful to the

thah ond followed our advice, to protect him againet attack by

water under any pretext. “ut it now appesared to him and hie

advisers

R ——
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) advisefa, either that the Mallis would get the upper hand eof the

| Shah and that the latter would begome & mere puppet in their
hande or else that the !ajlis would break up and that a general
upheaval would supervens, whioh would prompt or oblige Foreign
Powers to interfere and that a ecramble would result. In either
eventuality he felt that he would be in gresat jeopardy. We repeated
to him the purport of a recent telegram to the effecthithat Russis
and England had specifiocally undertaken to respect the integrity

" of Persis and asked what he especially fears from the lajlis or
from Constitutional Government. ie replied that the Hajlis and the
now free Press had always been hostile to him. The papers had
repeatddly been attacking him lately, for everything he did.
Thus he had been attacked for the Leni Truf Kx{dnldlt.l.u and for
hie friendship with Cheikh !hbarek. ie knew that the Russians, who
were all-powerful in Teleran in the way of pulling strings, were
hostile to him and fostered these attacks, and he believed that the
first thing that the Constitutional Government would do under the
pretext of reform would to attempt to elip his wings and to mEx

o intrench further upon his hereditary snd eatablished rights.

domething in that direction was bound to happen and it was of vital

importance to him to kmow in the event of (1) the break up of
Persia or (£) the attempt of the Eajlis to reduce him to néthing,

-! what the policy of iis lajesty's Government would be, and how far
| they could reassure him now. He begged that we would eonsider the
| question of giving him a writing, assuring him (1) that we would
.. to the utmost of our power prevent his absorption by any other power
and that he and his children would be maintained in the enjoyment

of their petrimony; (2) that just as we had hitherto underteken to
protect liohammerah from attagk by & Foreign Power bﬁtmtonr
pretext for such mction be alleged) and also that we would continue
to give him our support and good offices oo long &s he remained

] falthful to the thah and acted in acocordance with our advice -

| similarly we would now extend that undertaking end promise him

' {mmunity ngainst the inroads of the “ajlis upon his powers. le ex-

‘ pressed the convietion that his salvation lay in forming connections
with one of the great Furopean Nations snd that among those Hations
his interests and idens were identical with those of Great Britain
and not
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| pot with those of any othier l'ower and thet im return for such

I fresh assurances aa those indicated he wa prepared to take .

upon himpelf oblipatione to the Dritish Covermment in any terms

that they mizht think advisable. |
e Ghelkh them went on to speak of the Turco-"ersian Question

complaining that nlthough the Central Govermment sought to curtnmil

his powers aund independence, they left him, in an uprgent matiter

J

like this, in the daprk and in the lurch, and without speejal funds.
(vide Resideney Telegram lo, 168/f4 dated 12th January 1008),

e enlarged on this fact and went om to spoak of the enormous g

nt

extra axpenditure that he had been put to by the "m“f':l.m: ..-?' e
oo st
[ Kl
ich lﬂlﬂ'lllﬂ}f&.‘.l on the

in connmection with measures of gzr.'nrn-.r_ at i
dovernmont Exehequer. !le begced leave to have prepared and to

plage before me for the confidential information of Government

& statsment of such eoxpeondlture which he had incurred. He concluded

with the promise to have this drawn up se soon asn rossible, but

it waa not received by mo until the end of Februnry.

- ~ ' :
(sl {. ‘(,’1(' X ajor,
olitieal HNesidont in the Persian Gulf.

I
¢
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el-irab and the farun from the accession of Sh ikh ihagal han

1318 to the end of 1380 lijra (June 1807 to J nuary 1908 inelu-

vive) eleven yoars.

......... PR - e e

(1): Expenses on the thatt-el-irad ineluding
stlaries of Shelkhs, guard posts, patrols,
bellams, cartridges and o Tew rifles. rans 2410800=
£ 484303/

(2). Expensee on iarun. Salary of Nnib-sl-
Puicuma at Ahwaz, saleries of Dawl
Shelkh® and other headmen, gusrd posts
on iarun and at Felahieh, BOWEPS , GAFt -
ridges, aleso stesmer expenses when
Sheikh thazal is on the Kmrun. frans 484281F =

£ 98,151/

(8). Expenses in connection with Hawi ja
and fendl Truf ineluding salaries of
Sheikhs, two expoeditions, compensa-
tion for horses killed, ocartridges
and some rifles. rans 478624E =

& PED4E.

{4). Expemsos sending /lanzel with 300
soware for two monthe in 1004
to preserve order at Iizful and
Bushter pending arrivel of Azem-os-

ful tanch . rana 32000 =
£ 818/-
(8). Expensen in 1907 sending /nnzal with
8500 powars to assist Cerdar Juksrrem
in his exredition agninet Derekwand
Lure . ranes 35000 =
£ o738 /-
Telegramg for 11 years rang A0000 =
£ l'ﬂﬂfﬂ

Total Krans 12,106,917

£ 884,588,

asdsaSsts et ommamn s e

Hote by My, tebousill.

This does not inolude such expenses a8 entertalning Covernor

General which comes to about BOO0O Hrams & year, according to
Hajli Aais;,; or expenses of band or Haji fais' two missions to
Teheran. In aji Jabur's time the Sheilkhs recelved no salaries.
Sheikh Mizal gave a fow small ouma, but Sheikh ‘haszal instituted
the present syotem and oalled upon them to prevent robbery and
piracy and keep the pomnce. 'aji Hais now has the whole scoounts
made out in psectione from the books kept by the Sheikh's clerk

and

e

A
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Ho. 44. of 1908,

H.B.M's Vice Consulate, Ahwaz.

To

H.B.MM's Political Resident in the
Pergian Gulf, Bushire.
 Ea d
Camp Waie, 3rd February 1808.
8ir,

I have the honour to communicate a proposal propounded by
the Salar Arfa' and Shahab-es-Sultaneh in their brief interview
with me at Maidan '"unaftun on 2%rd January.

B On this occasion they made the startling announcement that,
after due consideration, they found themselves so dissatisfied
with the present state of the Persian Government that they were

sontemplating throwing off allegianoe to it. They had entered

into negociations with Sheikh lharal on the subjeot and would
have me undsrstand that they had made some progress in them, and
that the Sheikh had indicated that he shared thelr feelings and
aspirations. It was proposed to have & personal meeting with him
in order to bring matters to a practicel issue in the form of a
treaty or convention, and for thie purpose they intended to
ghortly pay a visit to Nasiri. There they would exchange written
undertakings with the Sheikh, which they would ask me to gusrantee
Their ambition was to attain the position of quaei independent
protectorates, of which they cited Muscat and Koweit as examples,
and with this end in view they were prepared to accept our sover-
eignty, paying their revenues to us and putting their population
at our disposal for military training. They recognised that thelr
agreements among themselves lacked stability, and they would look
to us to enforce on both sides the observance of their treaty

with the Sheikh.

3. Previouely, and in my absence, the Shahab had begged my Mirza
to gain my adheremme to their project, and professed the Khans'

willingness
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~ willingness to furnish us with all necessary signed mgreements.
My mirza expressed himself doubtful of my mttachink mush welght
to their signed undertakinge, gently reminding the Shahab that the
peal on the dooument which he had handed me at Xima last lMarch
wag yet scarcely dry. Thie seillenced the Shahab, who did not want
the Salar's curiosity aroused regarding that episode in his past
" ) ocsareer.
4. In the course of the conversation the Salar remarked that
they had some 40.000 subjects capable of bearing arms, but og
these only some 10000 were provided with fire-arms. This eetimate
gfxkkm I may cbeerve 1is the most sane statement of the fighting
gtrength of the Bakhtyarl tribee which I have yet had made to me.
The Salar also sald that some British representative (Colohil
Douglas in 1904%) had approached them on the suhject'qf raleing
and training rforcee in thelr ocountry. At that time they were not
prepared to favour such a step, but thaet their feelings had under+
gone & change, and that now they were anxious for it. Let us kmaw
now play up to our own proposals.
B. I answered very briefly that I was unable persconally to make
them any reply, but that I would lay thelir propoeals before my
Goverhment. I also atated that their proposals appeared to me to
involve imsues of great mapgnitude, and of such a nature that our
engagements with Persia and other Powers would make it very
diffiocult for us to accept any part in them.
8. The short time at my command and my unwillingness to display
too great interest in the subveraive projects of the ithane, pre-
vented me from attempting to draw from them a more detatbled
statement of the precise course of action they have in view, and
of the means and metpods which they propose to employ. I can
therefore only communicate the above precis of what passed between
us. This I do merely for the information of Government.
I do not propose to offer any commente on a subject which stands
to be judged on general and not local grounds, but I may remark
that I guestion the probabilfity of Sheikh Khazal's committing
himgelf in the way desired by the Khana, though he may, to galn
fugitive
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fugitive objects, discuse the matter with them with apperent
geriousness. I would also point out that, 1if rejected in their g |
full scope, the avowed desires of the Khane might possibly still u,

be taken advantege of in part, as a meane of attaining the aims

which Government held in 1904 as regards the raising of lilitia
under our control among the Bakhtyaris amd the tribes of Western
Luristan.

7. In the event of the Khane earrying out their projected visit

to Nasirl and meeting with the Sheikh, their proposals are likely

xukE to be presented to me in a more concrete and urgent form by
themselves, and possibly by the Sheikh, I should wish to be fur-

nished with lnstructions regarding the attitude which I should

observe befors & contingency arises.
I have eto.,
(sd). D.L.R. Lorimer, Captain,

| H.B.§'S vice Consul for Arabistan.
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[t e O At ik
Secretary of State ...... e | 7%_..__._...4 ’;‘M s o !
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| | . . '
Under Secretary.........| : Prohiom F H. /7. f»ﬂ" ‘
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APPENDIX B

MOHAMMERAH AND DISTRICT PREPARED IN 18

.
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nent is the Property of 'His Britannic Majesty's Government.]

5 No. L
 Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 17.)
© the honour to transmit herewith ﬁ]m;sea dmiﬂ?:mzﬁim
o i egaion ad i ey’ ConGene! ' Busi
the position of the Sheikh of Hohn;:]i:g:h.

&,
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING.

Inclosure 1 in No. 1,
Consul-General Cox to Mr. Marling.

P Bushire, January 18, 1908,
of Mohammernh, in o recent interview, complained strongly of the
v situation in which he finds himself in conneetion with the Turco-Persian

instructions us to the course he should pursue if hostilities break out

an Government, who leave him entively in the dark as to what is going

“he has under his jurisdiction an extensive fromtier, ing a shork

Mghammerah from the left bank of the Shatt-el-Arab, he been
with guns nor munitions of war. >

i i of the Sheikh's tribal status and semi-

i to us by the fact that he is being left to take

Inelosure 2 in No. 1.
Mr. Marling to Consul-General Cox.
Tehran, Janvary 18, 1908.

wyui:tlﬂm 16 of to-day.
i ‘_ od by wesk condition of Persia and present
_Mgmﬁﬁ_uﬁh'wlhm occupied
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Sheikh’s territory, thongh vague indications are to hand of a Turkish movement in the
neighbourhood of Khanikin, but not farther south.

A warning in the general sense of your suggestion was conveyed to the Porte long
ago }'.l_T Bir N. “'[.'l‘l‘n-'.]'r and I do not think it is at present necessary to have a __,'::Il-hoeli -.r"r-
on the Shatt-el-Arah.

If the Urunmia ( ‘ommission can effect |1-|I|-i||_Lf_ it 18 ||f-.--i|l|r' that we may evi 1||‘-l::|"\‘ ~~ %
have to force the Turks to accept our arbitration, and in the meanwhile British and '3 'Jr
Russian Embassies are working actively at Constantinople, though without muel

practical effect as yet.
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Secret Department.

Dated e 1
% P@‘ Z 1908

Formally acknowledged

M
| Date.  Initials, < SUBJECT.
|
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Ho. 164 of 1908,

. .
I BRITISE RESIDENCY and CONSULATE-GENERAL

‘ From

, Hajor P.Z.Cox, C.I.E.,

Bushire, 1l2th January 1908.

Political Resident in the Persien oulf,

To
8ir Louis Dane, X.C.I.E., C.8.I.,

Secretary to the Government of India in the

‘ Foreign Department, Calcutta.

Sir,

I have the honour to refer to the correspondence ending
with my telegram No. 785, dated the E5rd December 1307, re-
garding the poseihility of Cleuse 8 of the Bunder Shwaikh
leaee being construed into the greant to Shelkh lubarek bin
Subah, of a dynastic guarantee.

E. On 7th inetent, accompanied by Iir, eDomall, I had a

long interview with the Sheikh of Moharmerah, gt the latter's
urgent request, on the subjeot of hie affairs and future. A
separate report will be submitted in regerd to what paseed

generally; meanwhile it seems advisable to communicate the

following %o Government without delaj.
While explaining hie ever present apprehensions as to
the fate that may be in store for him at the hands of a
gtrongly established "Majlis" or, alfernatively, in event
l of the collapse of the Majlis and an uphesval in Pereias, the
1 Sheikh expressed his anxioue hope that the British Government
\ would feel able to give him, in return for some euitable
| egreement from himself, an undertaking to maintain him and
| his ehildren in the enjoyment of the rights and etatue at
\ present poeseesed hy hinm as Sheikh of Hohammerah and the
Arab tribee perteaining thereto.
Ae it appeared prime facie to lr. loDouall and myeelf

that the terminology employed by the speaker could only bhe

YAA
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interpreted as a request for & dynaetic gnarantee we were

at pains to prohe hie meaning. We aslked him Aid he euggent :J
that the British government should guarantee the continned -J
existence of an Arab Sheikh of Yohammersh on the present ! {

lines; or, that they ehould gusrantee the maintenance of him

f’ personelly and his own family heirs in the enjoyment of

their preeent rvoeition.
He anewered without hesitation that the latter was hie

intended meaning, adding in explanation that hie own para-

mountey was ungueetioned; that hie son Sheikh Chasib was

universally regarded by hie dependente ae hie natural suc-
ceesor and thet in caee of Sheikh Chasih's demiee he had
other sone and blood relations who could eucceed,

o reference was of course made by him or me to our
recent agreement with Shelkh ubarek, hut, ae the Government
of Indim are aware, the two Sheikhs are fast friends mnd it
may he taken for granted that Shelkh Mubarek had informed
his comrade of his own agreement with us, and that the letter
had it in mind when he expreesed himself as above.

For this reason I report the incident as indirectly
bearing upon the issue raised in the correspondence alluded
to in the firet parsgraph of this communieation.

I have, ste.,
sd. P. Z. Cox, Ma Jor,

Pplitical Resident in the TFersimn Gulf.

FA 4

Ya.
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ourseélves open to the suspicion that we were eneouraging the Sheikh to free himsell from
allegiance to the Persian Government, by cur aequiring concrete vested interests in the
prosperity and development of Arabistan, supposing always that the soundness of any
agricultural scheme were adequately demonstrated. b F

It is this general aspect of the possibilities indicated by Lieutenant Lorimer's reports. .
that I would respectively invite your Excellency’s attention, apart from the eonsi o N
on their merits of the several projects now ventilated, and which it would be undesirable N/
to see handled by non-British agencies. . :

5. A eopy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Foreign Department of the
Government of India.

ST T — -

ve,

I have, &o.
(Signed) P. Z. Gox.

Inclosure 2 in No. 1.
Vice-Consul Lorimer to Major Cor.

No. 25.)
|1 Confidential. July 2, 1004,
(i { I HAVE the honour to recur to a question raised in my despateh, dated the
o June, 1904, namely, the relations of the British Government and the Sheikh
I learned first that the Sheikh had been making obscure references
mﬁw,ﬁ of Messrs, Lynch to two or three schemes, for the farth
which ’Il;h:ue be glad to

The present form in which the subject invites attention is that

receive uid from our Government.
schemes are +— 3
1. The irrigation of part of Arabistan by five or six steam-pump barges placed on
Karun below Ahwaz. ]
2. The construction of irrigation works on the rapids at Ahwaz on the site of
“ Band.
3. The purchase of certain land from the Nizam-us-Sultanch,

Shortly afterwards he called on me, and T was able to talk of the first scheme,
is public km}edm and to approach the subject of the second. :
The third T did not care to introduce. :

The Sheikh is an impossible man to get any expression of opinion from when
Rais, his counsellor, is not present.

He ventured, however, to commit himself so far as to give me to unders
under certain cireumstances he would not be averse to receiving financial help 1
British Government in connection with the first and second schemes.

Later 1 had a private interview with Haji Rais-ut-Tujar on the same subjeet,
put the matter in this form that 1 should oo my own account invite the op
Government on the matter as though the conception were entirely my own, a
cmanated from or been discussed with the Sheikh. If the andwer were favom
(Haji Rais) would undertake to work the Sheikh into a favourable frame of mind,

1 shall proceed to give some explanation of the schemes,

1 No. 1. The Sheikh has for some time, it appears, entertained this notion,
4 was suggested to bis mind 1 do not know. A certain Mr. Blunsu of the
Trading Company, has been here prospecting for the last six weeks. On his
at Mohammerah he conceived the same idea, and was wvery surprised to learn
been forestalled in it by the Sheikh, He came up across country and examined
and river bank. He then interviewed the Sheikh, and has been authorized (1 b
from himself in coufidence) to make inquiries in England and fi
l\!r. Blunsum would, of course, like to secure the working of the scheme
his own Company, but T am sore the Sheikh would not part with its contr
case Mz, Blunsum says that his firm would be prepared to zive all nec
Mhﬁ,m?mamcein the purchase of the p > of the land irri
* 8heikh s, I beliave, prepared to spend 15,0001, or 20,0001 on this !
the expense proved greater, 1 understand him to imply that he would aceept o
Personally, I believe that be would do so, if it were proposed, in any case,
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Inclosure 4 in No. 1.

Note dictated by Haji Rais-ut-Tujar to an Arab Clerk of Messrs. Lynch.
(Translation.) ST
Proposed Draft from Messrs. Lynch to Minister, Tehran.

ABOUT a month ago his Excellency Sheikh Khazal, Sardar Arfa, came to Nasiri
the Karun, and sent his nephew with many sowars to Shuster and Dizful, and
arranged matters in Arabistan. At the same time, all the Khasray and Abdul
from fear of the Sheikh, fled and absented themselves from these tow distriets, an
‘ 4 to the Beni-Taroff, and we sent the steam-ship * Shushan " in safety until the arrival
{ the Azam-us-Bultaneh, Governor of Arabistan, y

We sec that the Sheikh is incurring all the expenses on this account—the
tenance of order and the service of the Government—and, according to what
this expenditure will come from his own pocket, and the Government will not help h
over this expenditure. . ] L.

b As long as the Bheikh is put to the entire expense of keeping order in the 8
gL | Arab for the protection of the country, and in the Karun us far as Dizful,
{18 Government will give him nothing to compensate bim for all these expenses,
; known to you that he cannot bear these expenses for more than two months
outside. When the Governor comes, he (the Sheikh) will withdraw himself fr
Sk maintenance of order in Shuster and Dizful, and when he withdraws we inform you

will become confusion, as heretofore.

1f you will relate this to the Persian Government, an arrangement will be
with the Sheikh, and he will be given assistance in the matter of expenditure, so
may nm,i strive to do his utmost and keep sowars for the purpose of
Dizful and Shuster in order, and there will be peace and rest for all, especially
m 1k

~ And since we know that the Persian anthorities are not supported nor fitted
the Government with strength sufficient to enable them to make satisfactory arra
even if they were willing to send many soldiers they waould not be able to co
sitoation successfully, and it is easier for them to come to some arrangement w

Sheikh, in which there will be ease for the Government of Iran and for the
Arabistan and for all.

Inclosure 5 in No. 1.

Bir A. Hardinge to Major Cog,
(No. 28.)
Bir, Gulahek, Au,

I HAVE received vour despatch No. 108 of the 21st ultima, ré::‘ 5
schemes in which the 8heikh of M]:himmmh has expressed interest, and their
oor general relations with that Chief, !

With regard to the first of these schemes, namely, the irrigation of
Arabistan by five or six steam pumps, 1 think it unlikely that His Majesty's G
would give him any direet financial assistance with a view to the exesution of th
He could, however, probahly abtain such assistance from the Imperial Bank of P
and it might be possible that an advance to him by that institution might, under e:
conditions, be guaranteed by His Majesty’s Government.

The question of the uilding of the Abwaz Bund is, as you are dot
from the despatebes from me to the Government of India, which
hands, now engagiug the attention of the Persian Government, which - d
persuade that of His Majesty to advance it a sum of 200,0001 in order to
the rﬂmm‘mcm?ntlunu made by the Dutch en ineer, Herr van Roggen, '

The question of the acquisition of the Nizam-es-Sultanch’s lands on the west
the Karun by the Sheikh does not seem to me to be one in which His Majest;*
could usefully interfere. The Nizam, whom 1 know well, is an extremely su
close-fisted man, very keen about money, and the mere notion that we wore
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(i [This Document 18 the Property of His Britannic Majesty's

-
.

Governm

PERSIA AND ARABIA.

[Eebruary 15, |

CONFIDENTIAL g L Szcrion 3,

Bir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received February 15, 1904.)

LN& 18. Persian Gulf. Confidential.)
y Lord, Bagdad, December 29, 1908.

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the English fext of & letter which I have
addressed in Persian to the Sheikh of Mohaminerah, in accordance with the instroctions
contained in your Lordship's telegram on the subject received by me on the 14th instant
at Bussorah, .

I have talken the liberty to omit the expression “ good offices,” which it is extremely
difficult to translate accurately into Persinn or Arabic, save “by a form of words which
might prove misleading, or couvey either more or less than it is actually intended
to mean.

; I have, &e.
{Signed) ARTHUE H. HARDINGE.

Inelosure in No, 1.

Sir A. Hardinge to Serdar Arfa.
(After compliments. )
Your Excellency, Bagdad, December 24, 1908,

I HAVE received a telegram in reply to the onme to His Majesty’s Secretary
of State for Foreign Affairs from Mohammerah, after my first interview with vour
Excellency. ;

Lord Lansdowne says that if, as he presumes is the case from my accaunt of your
Excellency’s statement to e, the Persian Government is really attem sling to repudiate
the arangement made with you fast year, I am authorized to say that you are in his

% opinion justified in opposing such attempt. He instructs me to remind you of the message
which he sent you imsi year, and to add that you may rest assured of the support of the
British Government so long as you on your side observe the conditions of the arrangement
made between the Persian Government and yoursell, He has authorized me to point out
to that Government the necessity for respecting the conditions of the arrangement on
their side. 1 do not propose to do so until 1 hear further from you, as [ think it will be
better in Lhe interests of good relations between the Persian authorities and vourself that
our intervention should not be invoked until all other means of adjusting matters divectly
between them and you have been exhausted. Meanwhile 1 should be obliged if you
would send me 10 Tebran, through His Majesty’s Resident at Bushire, a copy of the note
from M, Naus, promising not to take duty on your personal imports, and any further
information on the subject.

1 have, &c.

(Signed) ARTHUE H. HARDINGE.

— No. 2.
o ~India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received February 15.)

'LHE Under-Secretary of State_for India presents his compliments to the Under-
Secretary of State for Foreign Aflairs, nnd, Ly direttion of Mr. Becretary Brodrick,
forwards herewith, for the mﬁmmlltlm;;f/ﬂm State, copy of a telegram
from the Resident, Aden, dated the 12th February, relative  Aden delimitation,

Tndia Office, February 13,1904,

[1836 p—38] ]
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Inclosure in No. 2.

Resident, Aden, to Government of India.

(']'e]egmphin.z P. February 12, 1004, !
A COMMUNICATION, dated Farsha, the 10th February, has just been received
from Colonel Wahab, in which he deseribes the previous day's skirmish. The opposing
Arabs were not numerous, and were driven | back with loss; the guns did considerable
damage to the hamlet of Dar Tbrahim. The Turkish Commissioners were left him in the
Kubati country without transport, and their movements are, therefore, =omewhat
uncertain,  The British Commissioners, however, hope to get into touch with them again |
at Wadi Madin, [round ¥] which place they propose to move after staying several days at
Farsha. |

The Commission appear to have met with some further opposition near Farsha, but
reports from Dar-al-Kudaimi show that all{is quiet in that neighbourhood, and the
Political Officer with the column there has beén visited by the Sheikhs.

(Repeated to Secretary of State for Indin, Political Department, Bombay ; British
Ambassador, Constantinople.) |

T
No 3.
{i Foreign Office to\India Offiee.

e - (Confidential.)
i Sir, Foreign Office, February 15, 1904,
f I AM directed by the Marquess of Iansdobme to transmit to you herewith copy of a
L telegram from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, suggesting that a British Agent should be
. sent to Kuchan, together with an extract frofn the Persian monthly summary of the
| 6th ultimo,} relative to the disturbed condition lof that part of Persia.
i Lord Lansdowne is inclined to doubt the lexpediency of sending a British Agent to
a Kushan, where our interests are comparatively small ; but his Lordship would be glad to
be favoured with the views of the Secretary of State for India as to the proposal contained
in Sir A. Hardinge's telegram, 1
I am, &e.
(Signed) CHARLES HARDINGE, |

1

R

No. 4
Foreign Office to India Office,

Bir, Foreign Office, February 15, 1904,

WITH reference to vour letter of the 3rd instant, | am directed by the Marquess
of Lansdowne to transmit to you herewith copy| of a letter from the Tmperial Bank
of Persia,} stating that they have instructed thein Maneger in Tehran to complete the
purchase of 15,000 zars of land for the premises|of the branch bank in Seistan and the
residences of its officials. The Bank express the willingness to bear the cost of the
land, but state that interest on the purchase moiey will be charged to the working
expenses of the Seistan branch,

Lord Lansdowne will be glad to learn whether the Secretary of State for India agrees
to this proposal.

Lam, &e,

(Signed) |~ CHARLES HARDINGE.

* Sir A Hardinge, No. 18, Telographic, Febronry 11, 1904,
T Esteact, Monthly Summary, January 6, 1904,
{ Tmperial Bonk, Pebroary 10, 7504

.l

s gibe e oSa st 1l Ga JOR/L/PS/10/132 1aa el
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »l/archive/81055/vdc_100030522025.0x000006 :dsai il jhad 458 e (ya se!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100030522025.0x000006?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

é Ailay n clisadai , auda gl) 13 paaall™ Jg¥) s 3adl VA A ddld P a8 il
(V36 +7) [Y 2] " fdll

=

- =R o FoE &

£ s gk i o dmd ) 1 Ga JOR/L/PS/10/132 1 sall
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »V/archive/81055/vdc_100030522025.0x000007 :dsai il shad 458 o (ya se!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100030522025.0x000007?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

é Ailay n clisadai , auda gl) 13 paaall™ Jg¥) s 3adl VA A ddld P a8 il
(£V7 /8 V) [BY V] " il

£oy s gibe e oSa st 1l Ga JOR/L/PS/10/132 1aa el
http://www.qdl.ga/4xz »l/archive/81055/vdc_100030522025.0x000008 :dsai il jhad 458 e (ya se!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100030522025.0x000008?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

- F e

43y 4 cilipakali , aua glf 13 paaall™ oW1 £l V40 A Adld P BB Cila

Minute Paper,

(EYM & A) [sY Y] "_&uﬂ.\

mm——— S LD
| Register No. 5

e

| -
I"iy‘(;nh‘_-'t_' DEPARTMENT,

r

Letter from \rjt_"’

Dated 2

g 49

Formally acknowledged

Ir ol
7T
| Date. | Initials, BUBJECT.
Under Secretary......... ‘ ‘ 6 .
| =]
Becretary of State ... i ~ ( ‘,) | {m
tde ) |
: ( 1 |
Commities ............... | @ + ol | [ _{ﬁ
Becretary......... |
' i | I Z\e’ﬁ_x -sw‘wu@\a»f ,(:;'f;:.m’f{—‘.l J"
Secretary of State ...... | | el .ff'" i H,
| | I
Previous Papers:— \
! 2okt ’
i
! 7,
TN 3 fadh 4;4:
|
X
(W, £
\= v
\2
|
i
i
: 2 |
COPY TO INDIA |
BRERET AR o1 /O |
b 'B" ¥ ABA4, 200 —3/1908. . 1509, !
- /)
g - =

s e de Sa duad ) 1l B [OR/L/PS/10/132 tea sl

http://www.qdl.qa/4x ~V/archive/81055/vdc_100030522025.0x000009 :4x<d il ki dg8a e (a el



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100030522025.0x000009?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

é Ailay n clisadai , auda gl) 13 paaall™ Jg¥) s 3adl VA A ddld P a8 il
(£V7/8+9) [BY Y] "fdll

¢4 s gk i o dmd ) 1 Ga JOR/L/PS/10/132 1 sall
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »V/archive/81055/vdc_100030522025.0x00000a :4sai )il sk 458 e (ya e



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100030522025.0x00000a?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

é Ailay n clisadai , auda gl) 13 paaall™ Jg¥) s 3adl VA A ddld P a8 il
(EVV/€Y ) [oY ] " fiall

Confideniial. b

‘ . Foreign Office,
v

= "‘:_.C_..—_,q ‘1(4_-.4.\.?. .?f‘l' J Jg)(!é\

I

i am divected by His Majesty's Secretary of Stale \ﬁ;lr

Forewgn Afairs to transmit to you, to be laid befove His Majesty's 1

Secvetary of Stale for India, further section of Confidential
.Q\ ‘G“’” corvespondence, as mavked in the margii.

£ am fo re y.fn,_sf you o call the Secrefary of State's spec

¥
L 5% aftention to /(\' ‘Z)g- O e .rf{, U' fffgﬁ_ﬁ.{

— f
j'\:/;: r {

I ani,
Sir,
Vour most obedient,

lermble Servant,

25

’//"Mu—” ey L -

————

The Under-Secrelary of Stafe,
fudia Office.
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