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About this record

Administration Report on the Persian Gulf Residency and Maskat [Muscat] Political Agency for 1903-1904,
published by the Office of the Superintendent of Government Printing, India (Calcutta), forming part of the
Selections from the Records of the Government of India, Foreign Department, and based on reports sent to
Government by the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf and the Political Agent at Muscat. Folios 165 and 166
are copies of notes, dated 18 April 1904 and 18 May 1904 respectively, sent by Lieutenant-Colonel Charles
Arnold Kemball, Officiating Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, and Captain William George Grey, His
Britannic Majesty’s Consul and Political Agent, Muscat, to Louis William Dane, Secretary to the Government of
India in the Foreign Department, submitting their respective annual administration reports.

The Administration Report is organised as follows:

1. General Summary submitted by Kemball (folios 167-69), including reports on: the year’s

rainfall and harvest; the governorship of Bushire and Gulf ports; public health, with details of outbreaks of
cholera and plague; settlement of claims; the Viceroy of India, Lord Curzon’s visit to the Gulf, including
details of the itinerary; the British Minister at the Court of the Shah of Persia’s visit to the Gulf; and the
postal service. The General Summary also includes summaries for towns and regions, as

follows: Oman and Muscat; Oman and the Pirate Coast, with an assessment of the pearling season, incidents of
piracy and tribal relations; Bahrain [referred to as Bahrain], with an assessment of the pearling season; El
Hassa [Al-Hasa] and El Katif [Al-Qatif]; Koweit [Kuwait] and Nejd, with an update of the struggle between

Abdul Rahman bin Feysul el Saood [Ibn Sa‘ld] and the Emir of Nejd, Ibn Rashid; Persian Arabistan; Fars and the
Persian Coast, with separate routes from Shiraz, Lingah [Bandar-e Lengeh], and Bunder Abbas [Bandar-e ‘Abbas];

Persian Baluchistan; the slave trade, including numbers of slaves manumitted; incidents of piracy; movements
of British naval vessels; reports on changes in British officials; and visits made by foreign representatives.
An appendix to part 1 (folios 168-70) comprises statistical tables with meteorological data for the region.
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2. Administration Report of the Muscat Political Agency, 1903-04 , submitted by Grey (folios

170-77), including an account of the tribal politics of Oman; a detailed account of Lord Curzon’s visit to
Muscat, including copies of the addresses presented to Lord Curzon by the community of British subjects and
other British protected persons in Muscat, and Sultan Seyyd Faisal [Sa'id Faysal], and Curzon’s replies to
each. The report also includes details of the Resident’s visit to Muscat; political tours made by the Muscat
Agent; administration of customs; Gwadur [Gwadar] customs; arms trafficking; health; law; building work in
Muscat; improvements to the coal depot at Makullah cove; marine incidents, principally the wrecking of the
French steamship Amiral Gueydon ; naval movements at Muscat; the slave trade, including

numbers of slaves manumitted at Muscat; and changes to official personnel at Muscat.

3. Report on the Trade and Commerce of the Persian Gulf for the Year 1903 , submitted by

Kemball (folios 178-87), including general remarks on trade, and more detailed remarks on customs tariffs;
imports and exports; tea; indigo; exchange; freight and shipping. Two appendices to part 3 contain tabular
data on the value and quantities of imports and exports into Bushire and other Gulf ports, as well as data on
the numbers, tonnage and nationality of visiting vessels.

4. Trade Report for Muscat, 1903-1904 , submitted by Grey (folios 187-91), containing details
on imports and exports at Muscat, and followed by an appendix with trade statistics.

5. Report on the Trade of Mohammerah [Khorramshahr] for the Year 1903 ,

submitted by William McDouall, His Britannic Majesty’s Vice-Consul, Mohammerah (folios 190-92) with summaries
on: exchange; shipping; caravan routes; and agriculture. An appendix follows the report, containing trade data

in tabular format.

6. Trade Report of Bundar Abbas [Bandar-e ‘Abbas] for the Year 1903,

submitted by Arthur Prescott Trevor, His Britannic Majesty’s Vice-Consul, Bandar-e ‘Abbas (folios 193-96),
with summaries on: openings for British trade; mistakes made by British traders and their foreign competitors;
the progress of rival trade; obstacles to trade; changes to trade tariffs; communications; exchange; and
shipping. An appendix follows the report, containing trade data in tabular format.

7. Report on the Trade of the Bahrein Islands for the Year 1903 , submitted by John Calcott

Gaskin, Assistant Political Agent, dated 9 January 1904 (folios 196-99), with details on: cotton, rice and
coffee imports; lantern manufacture in Bahrain; assessment of the pearling season; the oyster shell export
trade; boatbuilding activity; exchange; and shipping. An appendix follows the report, containing tabular data
on the principal imports and export at Bahrain.
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Bt
No. 112,
Frou
Lievrexaxt-CoLoxern C. A, KEMBALL, C.I.E
i ; : MbBA y VLB,
JFFICTATING PoLy IICAL RESIDENT Iy THE PERSIAN GuLnr
" To
L. W. Daxe, Esq, 1.CS.
SECRETARY TO THE GOovVERNMENT oF IxDIa
IN THE Fongigy Dm-um'm:.\“r, SIMLA,
Dated B SHIRE, fthe 15tR April 1904,
B1r,

I nav onour i l
1AVE the honour to submit the Annug] Administration Beport of this

Besidency for the year 1903-1904.

I have the honour to be,
BIR,

Your most obedient servant,

C. A. KEMBALL, Lieut.-Col.,
Offg. Political Resident
in the Persian Gulf.
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Dm—
No. 228
From
Carrary W. G. GREY, 1A,
Hrs Brrirawwic Maresry's Coxsvy
AKD PoriTicAL AcENT, M ASEAT,
To
L. W. DANE, Esq, I.CS.,
BECRETARY TO THE GOVERNMENT oF INDIA
I8 THE Foreiexy Drrarrmest, Srura,
Dated Maskar, the 18th May 1904,
S,

Under instructions [rom the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf,
I have the honour to submit herewith the Annual Administration Report of
the Maskat Political Agency for the official year 1908-1904, together with the

Returns showing the statisties of trade at Maskat for same period.

I have the honour to be,
SIR,

Y our most ohedient Servant,

W. G. GREY, Captain,
His Britannic Majesty's Consul
and Political Agent, Haskat.
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ADMINISTRATION REPORT

PERSIAN GULF POLITICAL RESIDENCY
MASKAT POLITICAL AGENCY
1903-1904.

Parr . —GENERAL SU MMARY,

1. Rainfull and Harvest.—The rainfall though late has generally been g
good thronghout Southern Persia, and the prospecis of the harvest are good.
At the close of the year wheat was selling in  Bushire at 17 krans and barley
at 12 krans per hasmi maund of 124 1bs,

In October 1903 the Persian Government imposed an embargo on the
export of sheep and goats from the Persian Gulf ports, owing to the alleged
scarcity of stock in the interior. Considerable inconvenience on this account
is being felt at Bahrein and other places on the Arab Coast which are depen-
dent on Persia for their meat supply. i

2. The Governorship of Bushire and Gulf Ports.~His Exeellency the
Balar-i-Moazzim left Bushire in the end of March, having been recalled to
Tehran. It is understood that the Derya Beggi is on his way from Tehran
to Bushire to suceeed him. The Foreign Offiee Agent, Mirza Ali Mahomed
Khan, Mowaker-ed-Dowleh, is acting as Governor pending the arrival of the
new Governor,

Good order has been maintained in Bushire and the surrounding distriots,

The four guns of position mentioned in last year's report remain where
they were. The Artillery Officer who came from Tehran for the purpose of
preparing the forts where these guns are to be placed died in August. He
has been succeeded by another man, but the forts have not ¥et been constructed.

8. Public Health—There was an outbreak of plague at Bahrein during
the year. The first cases oceurred during the first week in May and the
disease disappeared towards the end® of June. Tt has been estimated that 600
cases with 801 deaths occurred, but the figures are not very reliable. It is said
that there was a mild outhreak of plague in El Hassa early in April which
died out towards the end of the month; and Katif is said to have been
alfected.

The town of Minab, 50 miles distant from Bunder Abbas, has suffered
from what was apparently a severe epidemic of cholera which however had died
out in January. ~The sanitary service in the Persian Gulf is in the hands of
the Residency Burgeon, whose supervision and that of the officers subordinate
to him has heen very effeetive,

The recent outbreak of cholera at Basra is a cause for some anxiety, but
itis to be hoped that the measures taken will prevent the disease fromn
ppearing. in any of the Gulf ports.

~Ganaral.

B
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= \DMINISTRATION REFORT OX THE PERSIAN GULF POLITICAL j
; o 4. Administration of Cwsloms in the Persian Gulf.—The year has hegy |@'ﬂl:
I marked by the general extension of the authority of the Imperial Customg jg;fdi
I Administration throughout the Gulf, several of I:im“rnmm- ports, where the ot
Customs were in the hands of the Local Chiefs, having been taken over by b
the Department, ) ¥ - y
Some captures of arms have been made in the vicinity of Bunder Abhag ,;._l'[
! and elsewhere, 'There is little doubt that the gradual extension of the Customs fk
Administration under European mauagvmeut 18 makmg the smugg]ing of uﬂﬁ'
arms into Persia more difficult. ol BE
f The new Persian steamer the Mazafferi has done some useful work for jlﬂfl‘“
(§ the Customs Department during the year. “"‘F;:
b 1t will be seen from the Trade Report that the new fariff has not as yet . rl;,-g;n
: affected British trade adversely. Tea, on which the duty was greatly increased, -:-.; '
shows a fair increase; and indigo, on which the duty was also considerably M""
enhanced, shows an improvement. The decrease in the import of Manchester o
piece-goods is probably due to an overstocked market, :;Tﬂ
b. Settiement of Claims.—The new Karguzar referred to in last year's L b
Report proved unsatisfactory and did nothing fowan‘is the settlement of out- _1,,;.
standine elaims. Some of these, however, have been disposed of during the year i 'unl."i
by the efforts of His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran. I;:thihi ]
6. The Ficeroy's visit to the Persian Gulf.—The most noteworthy event ,.-;::heﬁ
] during the year was the visit to the Persian Gulf of His Exeellency Lord |
! Curzon, Viceroy and Governor-General of India. tiatin 0
His Excellency the Viceroy in the R.IM.8. Hardinge escorted by H,M.8, : ll o
Hyacinth, flagship of Rear-Admiral Atkinson-Willes, and H.M.B.S. Fpg, HWFHI
Pomone and drgonant, arrived at Maskat on the 18th November. At Maskat E:r';.
a grand durbar was held on board the drgonant at which His Highness the 1“’:
Sultan of Maskat was invested with the insiznia of the Grand Cross of the ""w“,
Most Eminent Order of the Indian Empire. a I:HP'-'-
The next place visited was SBhargah on the Arabian Coast of the Porsian _:;:gl
Gulf, where the Viceroy with the escorting squadron arrived on the 21st i
| November. A durbar was held on board H.M.8. drgonaut and was attended i 1?
1 by all the Trueial Chiefs who were awaiting Iis Excellency’s arrival at Shargah i’nm
¢ on board the Indian Government Telegraph Ship Patrick Stewart, which ;?H}d“
[ had been deputed to collect them, Bunder Abbas was reached on the morning "
j of the 220d November, and here His Excellency was met officially by S8ir kG
Arthur Hardinge, British Minister at Tehran, who had come to meet the ey,
Vigeroy and accompany him during his tour. Tis Excellency the Salars vl
! Moazzim, Governor of Bushire and the Gulf Ports, was present here, having Vgl
i come in the Persepolis to welcome the Viceroy on behalf of the Persian 1] sy
{ Government. After visiting the adjacent islands and the British station at iy
| | Bassidore, the Viceroy proceeded to Lingah, which was reached on the 24th. His i g
Excellency the Salar-i-Moazzim was here entertained to dinner on board the i gy
Hardinge. Leaving Lingah on the 25th, the Hardinge, escorted by the Pomone gy
and the Sphine, proceeded to Babrein, which was reached on the 26th LT W
Sheikh Iea, Chief of Bahrein, was received by His Excellency the Vieeroy | %
on board the Hardinge, and in the evening Lord Curzon paid an informal visit Lis Tk
to Manameh, where ne was received by the Chief. | 'hi;?]'
Babrein was left on the 27th and Koweit was reached on the 28th, where the B I "f
| rest of the escorting squadron had already arrived. Sheikh Mubarek, Chief of gh"‘_ﬂ
| Koweit, accompanied by his eldest son 8heikh Jaber, paid a visit to the Viceroy i e
iy | on board the Hardinge, and on the following day Lord Curzon landed st a P
{3 point three miles from Koweit, where he was met by the Chief, with a large Taigy
! following of mounted men. A carriage was in waiting for His Excellency o i,
i who, accompanied by the Ohief, was driven to the Chief’s house in Koweit. 'i}hl
i The route throughout was lined by crowds of Arabs, and His Excellency's visit ‘:.im
I was marked by much enthusiasm. HF“E
gt The Hardinge, with the squadrom, arrived at DBushire on the ond ﬂlh‘.-
i December. Iere, unfortunately, a hitch in the arrangements ordered w . My,
1 | Persinn Government for the reception of the Viceroy prevented His Exce ‘h'f‘t
i
I
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I—
AN @
Y
" Gulfy KRSIDENCY AND M
ry thhnlz‘::* X I !.SKJ_.T_ m]‘J"I"EC,l_Ia EEY FOR THE YEAR 1708.1004 3
" gy . L from landing, A deputation of the Euro d British Tudi T
.hm:g &efl" Bushire waited on His Excelleney on IF:z;Td ?:Eg Bﬁmg'hdmn g
Ay presented His Excellency with an address; and on I:Lr gl
he Tiainjt December, the Viceroy, having eoncluded his tour vondad S O the dib
0 uhn; Uiy, S £ et + proceeded on his returg
tu‘}‘ 7 V‘ . e ) -
I ot . Fisit of the British Minister —H 7 i
king I&QQ [13{013?h!lfl.:i‘l:,.I (%B:‘i Eovoy Extraordinary a,n:lls ﬁﬁﬁlﬁc{ﬁ;pﬁ,ﬂﬂ Hnrdtingl;e,
urt of H. I. M. the 8hah of Persia, arrived ; i e i
tong 0t and Shiraz on the 15th Novernher,’andlp?mégdﬂ‘:,ﬁ’ﬁ:f-", way of Ispalian
I to meet Lord Curzon and accompany him during his tou oy H!- T
the nay Sphinz proceeded to Maskat, where the Mipister of o S g sl
d by, ; s . e Minister had an informal jntepvi
ur_n.m.‘,h with the Viceroy. Having then proceeded to Bunder Abbas, the Mj i-"f".'rﬂ&w
A e
o . four.  After the Vieeroy's departure { fra. fiv
Pl'ldhk ]Ig:dmgefremmﬁeu..lrt a few days in Bushire and{ I.henr;m:z;?leﬁu:t? g;;i?l:uﬁ:gﬁ?r
. whence after o short visit to Ahwagz, His Execellency  bi s
e ; I y: %, His Exesllency i
im-dn?:;‘,:;:" journey to Telran I?y way of Bagd.‘ld and I{erm:mslfall:.r R s .
m&mx.m;; : Sing:mfmﬂ Scrp!cu.—In A].}Tl] 1903, a re-organization of the mail servige
by rom India to the Gulf was effected. This has greatly benefited the resid
at Bushire and Basra, who now get their mails from. India g
b ¢ which call ) ! India by a fast steamer
i oy ch calls only at Maskat, Bushire, Mohammerah and Bases, The Bairot
}1,:% Eg;a in the Gulf are served by another and slower servige, Koweit has now
: Na,ﬁ;taigi . ggﬂr;;f fortnightly call by steamers of the British India Steam
wilinge s o1y W
Tilly, ané Qi ; Major Cox was Political Agent at Maskat throueh
il ; Agent as ghout the greater t of
Bth Novenbe, ;i the year. He procesded on privilege leave sarly in Janu i Clitionl Maaea
e, d ol e let il 1ary. The Polities] Meskat.
ﬂgﬂh' ﬁi:;:':mrepog;t :;:"f the principal events in Maskat iuriug the ;eya: Enfl:asll?ilrll.“ﬁl i
o mpilation.
The pearling season was a pros
g ) perous one. Although the take of pearls 1110
ina Cat e e Was not very large, prices ruled high. No cases of i di i s Firate Coast.
i i a m’aucurrad, The dispute between the Chief of Sharﬁaﬁ?“z&rhirf?ﬁé;:?‘,;s- :; =
Fujeyrah has not been setfled. The expedition led 1 i ity
Ao e : P d by the Chief against the
etey' it gﬁmun of Fujeyrah leq to an arrangement being arrived at between :he
* Ptk Hiet hmlf- fﬁ?&;ﬁg fm&dntory. The terms of this arrangement Lave not, however,
gt e ed an tl?e matter is still under diseussion.
- I_'J'ﬁ‘iT“ A tiuler. 4. C. thufl]ﬂn has been Assistant Political Agent at Bahrein tlirougli- IV.—Bahrein.
1o bed e e neh e {:;r’l':l‘t ::.’ﬁehazlgaun:?}lly };(,‘c),fn Ehlqluﬂt and: prosperous one; though somes
¢ By el o the outhrea plague occurred in May.
—— Althoug!: the pc:s;rl harvest was not a very prolific one; the pearls fi
o benul o e were of superior quality and prices were about 20 per cent, hizler thl;; ]rn?r. ;z::d
e B Off El Kafr the pear] season is said to have boen a partieularly prosperaus: one
re mlh!iﬂ_'! No, Piracies oocurred _iu Bahrein waters, though at one time the reported: l:lmlm;-
1o e ﬂ-!;, ;1:;;:1] of th];a{ namrﬁus Alm'liu% bin Bilman: gave rise to anxiety. Thae two
. men, Messrs, Dumas and Castelin, referred to in last vesp'
,,emt*?““. hm n year's report, left
< id in May, the former for Bagdad and the latter for Fr
Nk er for France,
T The roads between Katif and El H jair
; Tl if an assn and Ojair and El Hassa are report- V.—R1 B
mpliﬂ‘m" ed, as usual, to have been unsafe, and the Arabtribes have genam]lyrgi)\?uu and Bl Kadi.
a good deal of trouble to the Turkish authorities,
{jpiih o _ It is said that an enumeration of the date trees in. Katif, which w
da i during the year, shows an increase of 100,000 palms, which’ oo
(%1 of revenue to the Turks of about 1,500 Lira i SR
ady TR ’ R
th.‘ ']‘Jhg-amnnts which are received of the progress of affairs in Nejd'are never vI.— kows:
ﬁﬂlﬁm? 'i!rr reliable, hut there appears fo be no doubt that Abdul Rahma?:l] bin Peysul %04 mojd.
g ﬁ?a el Saood has strengthened his position very oonsiderably during the year and
mwu?‘ that his position in Riadh and the surrounding country is now seeure. Sueh
5 P Eﬂltmlrna hastaken place between him and the Amir of Nejd has been in favour
. he Wahabi Chief, who, from news which appears to be authentic, gained a
e o ery igmn}&e;?b]e vietory in I"cb!'u.?ry last over Ibn Rashid’s men at Sirr on the
| ¥ ¢ Kaseem country, 300 of the latter having been killed: Tbn

id’s standard, which was taken on this occasion, was sent into Koweit,
52
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Matters at Koweit have been gcnoml‘l_\z quict and the Wababi suogess y
likely to strengthen Sheikh Mubarek's position.

V1L Persian His Royal Highness the Salar-ed-Dowleh has been Governor-Genera] of

AR s Arabistan throughout the year. The state of the province is said to have been
worse than ever, and the Shushter and Dizful districts have been very unsafs,

His Excellency the Sirdar Arfa, Governor of Mahommerah, has been for
the last few months in eamp on the Karun, where he is engaged in making an
arrangement with the Beni T'ruf Arabs for the payment of their outstanding
revenue.. At one timeit seemed likely that hostilities would be resorted to, and
il some soldiers with guns have been sent from Bushire and Bhushter to join the
Sirdar Avfa. Later accounts seem to point to the likelihood of the Beni Truf
submitting and an amicable arrangement beiog arrived at.

Mr. McDouall, H.B.M.’s Vice-Consul, proceeded on leave in June and
f was suceeeded by Major Burton, 17th Bengal Cavalry, who left again for India
on Mr McDouall’s return in Pebruary.

Lieutenant Lorimer, I.A., was appointed His Majesty’s Vice-Consul for
Arabistan, and arrived at Ahwaz to take up his appointment in the end of
Janunary.

The Russian Consul-General at Bushire visited the Sirdar Arfa in March
and presented him with the Russian Order of St. Stanislas,

VIII.—Fars and (1) Shiraz.—The Asaf-ed-Dowleh left Shiraz on the 26th March 1903, being

Porsian Ooast.  g,nceeded by the Ala-ed-Dowleh, who arrived in Shiraz to take up his a point-
ment as Governor-General on the 17th April 1903, aeeompanied Ey the
Kawam-ul-Mulk. The new Governor-General soon showed his strength and
the town and surrounding districts have not been so safe for many years
It was entirely due to the Ala-ed-Dowleh’s firm attitude and judicious proceed-
ings that there was no outbreak in Shiraz during the summer of the Babi
troubles, which took place in other towne of Persia,

The new Governor-General also showed himself to be most energetis in the
way of earrying out sanitary reforms in Shiraz, and generally repairing the
' palace and other Government buildings which were rapidly falling into ruins.
The Ala-ed-Dowleh left Bhiraz for Bushire, where he arrived on the 1&th
November, having been deputed by the Persian Government to mest His
i Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-General of India at Bushire. He return-
1 [ ed to Bhiraz on the 23rd December and left for Tehran on the 21st February,
: having been summoned to the capital to attend the meeting of Provineial
[ Governors which had been convened for the purpose of considering certain finan-
cial reforms. It is not known yet whether he will return as Governor-General
for the New Year.

A deputation from the Aligarh College arrived in Shiraz early in Beptem-
ber for the purpose of explaining to the Shirasis the advantages of the eduess
tional system at Aligarh. They returned to India in October with a few pupils
who wished to join the college.

Mr. George Grahame, the newly appointed Consul for Shiraz, reached
Shiraz in November,

The Resident visited Shiraz in June, returning to Bushire at the end of
September. ;i

_(2) Lingah —Sheikh Mahomed bin Khalifah bin Saced, the ex-Arab
Chief of Lingah, arrived from the Arab Coast with 12 followers in the end of
July, and went into the mountains near Lingah. Ile then wrote to the
il Deputy Governor, the Residency Agent and others, stating that he had no in-
it tention of creating disturbances, but merely wished to lead a quiet life and
W he asked them to intercede with the Persian authorities on his behalf, so that be
might be allowed to settle down in some place near Lingah. Later on he
asked Syed Hashim, the leading Mulla, to obtain a safe conduct for him.
This was done but the Sheikh refused to trust it without some further guars-
tees for Lis safety. Some sirbazes with the Mujir-es-Sultaneh, the brother

the Governor of Bushire, were sent to Li i pe b L lott for Kair
towards the end of Nﬂ?l;mber, 0 Lingah. Sheikh Mahom

o

hem
i ] f’,

Reference: IOR/V/23/82, No 412. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023551242.0x000012

16


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023551242.0x000012?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

‘Administration Report on the Persian Gulf Political Residency and Maskat
Political Agency for 1903-1904’ [169r] (17/80)

—
“flhx
—— k m‘:.
~ |
i g, 'f[g,\‘ RESIDENCY AND MASKAT POLITICAL AGENCY FOR THE YEAR 1005-1004, 5
N - S
g (3) Bunder Abbas.—Captain W. G. Grey was H. B M.’s . Vice-Consul durine
e o, the year. e left in January to nct as Consul at Maskat during Major Cox's
‘h‘il:‘h- ™ absence, and was succeeded by Captain Trevor,
Ja}nmm"-"" Mr. H. Whitby Bmith was in political charge of the Mekran Coast during 1X.—Persian
& Wil " the year. Baluchistan.
n::t!n?mt; Sirdar 8yed Khan has been reinstated as Chief of Gaih,

W they Sixteen slaves were manumitted during the vear, of wl e
?&Iﬁhh’w? Lingah and 9 at Bahrein, BT I 0L WO 1 Vovk g o ol
e, O i Two piracies were reported to have oceurred in the third week of A XI.—Piracies.
_l‘dt‘i;hxdrr;. k on the bar of the Shatt-el-Arab. One of the pirated bonts belonged to K ogast
i and representations were made on behalf of Sheikh Mubarek to the lncni
I i b i authorities.

T ¥ho b In February a sailing vessel belonging to Karachi was attacked and te
Bai tled 20 miles beyond the outer buoy on the 8hatt-el-Arab, two of the scc;;w
Majt 1.0 being killed and 400 baskets of dates and the ship’s gear taken. It is believed
o 1 iy that the pirates had followed the ship down the river and attacked her when
Poimat jy 4, she bad got outside and out of sight of land. The Government of India have
offered a reward of Rs. 1,000 for information which may lead to the dissovery
the Srﬁg_-i._'l i and eonviction of the offenders, . L
i, The following ships of His Majesty’s Navy visited the Gulf during the 11 —Navy.
He B e . year :— H. M. B.B, Hyacinth (flagship), drgonaut, Foz, Pomone, Perseus,
£h i’ieu;;: Sphinzx and Lapwing. No Foreign ships of war visited the Gulf,
B mn"&’;" Lieutenant-Colonel C. A. Kemball, C.L.E., was Resident throughout the XIII—Ofcial
I-Ihﬂ!u]hm_:.. year, Changes.
8 uls b Captain Vere de Vere Hunt was First Assistant, and Captain de Vere
Bl juiioy Condon was Residency Surgeon.
e o o Herr Von Mutius was Consul for Germany during the year. Monsieur xIV.—Fweifn
Chaloin was Vice-Consul for France and was also in charge of the Netherlands Z°PTeomtetve:
1 b et e Consulate.
¢ gl et Monsieur Ovseenko, the Aeting Russian Comnsul-General, left Bushire
lpﬂiyhl.]!‘a’:t towards the end of July, having been relieved by Monsieur Passek, who is now
he urid 1 B Consul-General for Russia,
e Messieurs Passek, Chaloin and von Mutius visited Shiraz during the
186 Budiin. B summer.
The results of the daily observations are recorded in a tabular statement XV—Observ
marked Appendix A. et

C. A. EEMBALL, Liewt.<Col.,
Offg. Polilical Resident in the
Persian Gulf.
BusHine ;

The  April 1904,
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| i
APPENDIX A TO PART I
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TABLE No. 2,

Ee—8] &
[ / g

= /
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=

=

dbvtract of Meteorological Ovaervations far the year ending J1s0 Mareh 1504 jabew af the Residency Observatory, Buskire,
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o

ADMINISTRATION REFORT ON THE PERSIAN GULF POLITICAL

—_— —

{ Panr IL—ADMINISTRATION REPORT OF THE MASKAT POLITL
5 CAL AGENCY, 1903-1904.

] The tribal In the matter of internal politics the year under review would haye

polities of furnished a generally satisfactory record had it mot been for the sinfster

Oman. aotivity of the sons of the Sultan’s old enemy, the late Saleh-bin-ali-al-Harthi,
leader of the rebellion of 1895,

Since their father's death in 1808, his three sons, Aysa, Ali, and Almed
have seldom allowed many months to pass without seeking unpleasant notoriety
of one kind or another, and making themselves a source of expenss and
anxiety to the Sultan. The two younger brothers are restless neer-do-walls
of a troublesome type but possessed of littie personal reputation or influence
except among suech kindred spirits of their own and allied clans as are ready to
respond to their eall when any convenient opportunity arises for committing
depredations upon ill-protected or unsuspecting neighbours.

The eldest of the three, Aysa, takes after his father, and is certainly a
more dignified and serious character than his brothers, e has a considerable

! reputation for asceticism and piety of a somewhat higotted type, and has no
[§ small confidence in his own astuteness as a politician, but though he affects
| to disapprove of the turbulent vagaries of his brothers and even writes apologe-
! tically of them, he appears unable or disinclined to put any check upon them,
! even if he does not give them secret encouragement.

As before stated the family seldom remains in the back ground for long
together, but the last occasion, upon which they made themselves especially
conspicuous, was in 1901, when the first expedition was undertaken on the
Sultan’s behalf to explore the reported conl bearing tract in Jaalan. [t will
be remembered that on that occasion, realising that organised obstruetion to the
geologist's movements afforded s convenient means of annoying and black-
mailing the Sultan, the brothers collected a considerable retinue and for some

, weeks altogether barred the progress of the exploring party, finally contriving il 4
a treacherous ambuscade which only good luck prevented from being fraught | e

\Vl[ll BErOnNs (‘Uﬂs[.'flllvnceﬂ_ l mEna thy

During the present year it was in tke month of August that the brothers mde:.*

first drew public attention to themselves, During that month His Highness ]

the Sultan had proceeded to Soor to endeavour to settle certain dissensions ) ot

bctwu!:n the two clans inhabiting that port which bade fair to develope into & r,»i:n—_.

i sanguinary feud which might have continued indefinitely, but he had hardly taken —
i ihe_ matter in hand when he was obliged to hurry northwards again in the haly
{ Noor-ul-Babr ” owing to the receipt of a disquieting report to the effect that .1

: the sons of Saleh-bin-Ali had suddenly migrated from the Sharkiyeh with a i
k strong following, and were ploiting to possess themselves of the strongholds of | ke
Hazm and Rostak. It wasin the first place well understood that, were they ' m.w

to succeed in this enterprise, they would make the Forts a base of operations Nl be

i for organised anuoyance to the Sultan, and it was further freely rumoured that beghare
118 Aysa aspired to set up a religious Imam in the person—if not of himself—of | "
) some puppet who would be in the leading strings of himself and his following. his

It may here be explained that the Forts of Hazm and Rostak with their tab

BE"l‘l:UﬂIlmﬂti have he:er} held for some generations past by representatives of oy

:ll e * Azzan " and © Kaig,” collateral branches of the reigning family's clan, Ty

i 1e Al-bu-Seyyid. Hasm being now held by Seyyid-bin-Ibrabim-bin-Kais, ot |
Xh“““ sister is one of Seyyid Faisal’s wives, and Rostak by Hamood-bin- Tl g
i #2an. The genealogies of both unite with that of the Sultan in the person | M|
i "f,‘lhmf’d'b'“'g"}'yld * Al Imam.” Though outwardly on good terms with Bis el
1 g%h?":‘&‘v am‘i] in receipt of honorific allowanees from him, they are practi- Yy
it L !; _Iepf{n ent of his authority, and being members of rival branches '_)f i My

; e family, it has never been safe for the present reigning family to place too B ety
il much store on their loyalty. Aysa-bin-Saleh no doubt realised that the I
atmosphere of Hazm and Rostak was a congenial one for the development of R |

B _ his designs. I’“Ni

Reference: IOR/V/23/82, No 412. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023551242.0x000016



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023551242.0x000016?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

Talt o deele
ot heud bt
ﬂuﬂa !._'l}!i

o the st
{2p Blarieet
of e
and £t 722
13 e
Eml_lmﬂf
1 oot of A8
|fsnl %

‘Administration Report on the Persian Gulf Political Residency and Maskat

Political Agency for 1903-1904’ [171r] (21/80)

RESIDENCY AND MASKAT POLITICAL AGENCY FOR THE YEAR 1908-1904, 9

Although His Highness Beyyid Faisal habitually subsidises the logal
tribesmen for holding the passes leading from the Sl:ar}iyeil country into the
hinterland of Maskat, nevertheless by the time a small force under “_Bli'
Snleiman-bin-Suweibin and Seyyid Taimoor had been landed at Seeb with
orders to push on and hold the road leading from the Semail valley and Rostak
news was received that the intruders bad been treacherously allowed by the
guards to dehouch unmolested through the main pass of Akk into the Wadi
Semail, and before Wali Suleiman’s party could reach Finjeh, where they
hoped to intercept them, Aysa and his followers had passed onwards in Front
of them towards Rostak. On receiving this news His Highness at onee left
Maskat in the Noor-ul-Bahr for the port of Mesnaa, the nearest point on the
coast to Rostak, and, having arrived there, forthwith put the loyalty of his
brother-in-law to the test by sending a special messenger to him im-i:i'ng him
to a conference on the * Noor-ul-Bahr.”  As was expecied, Seyvid-bin-Ibrahim
exeused himself gn the plea of indisposition, and proceeded to join Aysa-bin-
8aleh, who was by this time encamped outside the Fort of Rostak.

The SBultan’s next move was to depute Wali Suleiman with 150 men to
strengthen and hold the Fort of Awabi, from which point, in the event of
bostilities breaking out, Aysa’s line of refreat could be menaced. Seyyid
Taimoor was simultaneously posted in the Fort of Mesnaa with an increased
garrison, and, encamped outside, were a number of professedly friendly
8heikhs who, with numerous followings, had gathered round the Sultan, and
were contentedly awaiting developments and being maintained at His High-
ness’s expense. During this time, His Majesty's ship Sphinz made
frequent trips to various points on the Batineh coast, to enable the Political
Agent, who was sometimes on board to remain in elose touch with the Sultan,
and, at the same time, to safeguard with her presence on the eoast, the lives
and property of British Indian subjects residing there. Though most of the
latter sent their valuables into Maskat for safety, none of them were sufficiently
alarmed to follow themselves, and, fortunately, matters never became serious
enough to call for the issue of any general orders for their exodus. In faet,
both Aysa-hin-Baleh and Beyyid-bin-Ibrahim addressed courteous letters to the
Politieal Agent expressing friendly sentiments and their intention to use their
best endeavours to see that no harm fell to British subjeots or property. There
was no change in the position of affairs for some time, during which the two
confederates were engaged in negotiations with tha object of obtaining peace-
able possession of Rostak fort from the party of Beni Ruwaheh tribesmen who

rrisoned it. Ostensibly these men garrisoned the fort on behalf of Hamood-
in-Azzan, but whereas the latter had at once evacuated his quarters there and
thrown in his lot with Aysa and Seyyid, the Beni Ruwaheh had other ideas,
and for a long time refused altogether to admit the intruders. In the end,
however, probably on the receipt of a sufficiently remunerative bribe they
agreed to hand over possession of the fort to Seyyid-bin-Ibrahim. On gaining
their object so far, both Aysa and Seyyid wrote letters to the Sultan in patron-
ising terms, informing him of their success as if it were a matter of which he
would be very pleased to lear, and both went on naively to inform him by
clear insinuation, if not in so many words, that Seyyid h!_ld hec:n chosen
“ Imam,” or s they put it, *invested with the affairs of Muslimeen.”
1t is easy to imagine that the ambitions of Aysa and Seyyid must have
clashed somewhat at this juncture, but Aysa must soon have realized that he
himself, whatever his religious qualifications might be, was not of sufficiently
aristocratic descent to gain the approval of the majority, and, riall:ii‘r next to bis
own candidature the selection of a weak candidate like Seyyid-bin-1brahim, who
would be a puppet in his hands, would be the best alternative. Nevertheless,
had Aysa himself been put forward, there can be no doubt that he would bave
received a good deal of active support from his own part of the country, and it
was well known, moreover, that, had any general call to arms resulted, Aysa’s
reputation for devotion to the faith was such that several influential Shmk‘lm
bad openly given out about this time that though they would not support him
against the Sultan, they would refuse to take up arms against him. From the
moment however that it became apparent that Seyyid-bin-Ibrahim was the

best candidate that could be got to come forward, it was a foregone conelusion
[ +]
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that the movement would be abortive, for the latter has neither the mory) B s
religious reputation to win general support from the people of Oman, whose gt

formally expressed approval is a sine qua non of the confirmation of any eandj. | ri®
date as *Imam."

| While the above negotiations were in progress at Rostak, Aysa’s twg
| brothers busied themselves elsewhere, and with a small following of black 1
made raids in several directions including the outskirts of Barka, where the
attacked the summer quarters of the Bultan’s stable manager, killed hjs Sunr
wounded two of his women liind; and carried off two servants and aﬂl:m;
horses. Finding that the latter were the Sultan's property, Avsa Lad then sent
back with a condescending letter from him to His Highness,

The forts of Ilazm and Rostak being now in the hands of hisally Seyyid
i; and the suzgestion of the latter as Imam baving met with little or no}mp;.mﬁ.'
it was expected that Aysa and his attendant tribesmen would now return 14:1.
their country, but this they showed no signs of doing probably owing to the
fact that prolonged drought had made the conditions of life difficult in theip
own villages, and that in their present quarters they were living froe, either at
the expense of 8eyyid-bin-Ibrahim or the people of Rostak,

Nevertheless, by the first week in October the Sultan, who had for near]
two months been incurring very heavy expenses for the maintenance of 3 lap ;
force of friendlies on the Batineh coast and its outposts, now felt able to draw
| in his borns, and to limit his precautions to the retention of strengthened
garrisons at the posts most liable to attack. His Highness himself noyw
returned to Maskat leaving his two elder sons, Taimoor and Nadir, to represent
him on the coast.

From this time, although ss long as Ayea and Seyyid remained togethep
there could not be an entire absence of anxiety or sense of security, n;ntteu

generally quieted down and trading operations which had for a long time t iy
been paralysed were once more resumed, It was not till the month of Febra. i il ¢
ary that Aysa-bin-Saleh returned to his country, but for the last four or five -]n.ai:
| months previous he had ceased to be a source of anxiety, Apart from the l-a'lF
abave the cnll\_f]trihal inciidelu!;s of sufficient interest to call for mention Were in | -_:m;
' connection with Soor, which in some way or another seldom fail : : Pt
Administration Reports of this Ageney. d Hato Sgureia i hi:ﬂ
! Soor.—The annual hostilities which almost invariably break i i
season between the Ghafiri and Hinawi elements in Jaalan, WEan;zﬁ:;I:ii a;:i‘il]: n Ef“
no less regularity than usual during the year under review, and during th I:m:.“‘r
course of them the truculent old Amir of the Beni Bu Ali had reason to hp'fi r: ﬁh I
f that his Hinawi enemies were Leing supplied with the sinews of war by his o:n i
i dependent tribesmen of Soor. He accordingly betook himself to the coast vy
i with a large following, and having encamped on the Aigeh side of the creek s
i summoned the Bheikh of the port and gave notice that he intended to close the b
entraaces to the port by land and sea until such time as the Sheikhs ave hi -
an undertaking to restrain their followers from supplying prbvisio'gg to Lm Fran
enemies in the interior, and also paid a fine for recent offences of this nalu: e
tIiha w}gs as t;}:]ood as his W{)]rd. ?lnd while he continued to press his terms upm; = lnkod
e elders, the port was placed in a stat s - b
brought to a amn]:]atiil. g RS ok ‘oltws. blgokade and. Srad e I"'*‘fh:f-'-md]i
. While the negotiations were proceeding one of the tribe ressed hi Sty
intention of taking his dhow out of the cr%ak under wve?-g?{:;:nfi‘l:m}ch - bily|
and persevered in the attempt in spite of a warning from the Sheikh that he ;
_ would not he pa.rrmtted to pass. The result was that the vessel was fired at b
i mal:}'l Ahdulla's men, and the flag itself was said to have been struck .
i lie incident at once became the subject of a claim for com ﬂli:laﬁ
I the French Government upon His Highness the Sultan, who is uﬂdursln.g?i t:"
i have replied that mueh as h i i :
i ; : e regretted the occurrence it was an aceidental
il outeome of ordinary tribal feud such as is of every day oceurrence in O iy
i and that he could not hold himself res ible to th ) . e
i There for the moment the matter end{-ll;{.m!:ihsikh ;.I.:i EI‘IT}Mhl Gnvternmeut. o e
il the;imariur. but the ill-feeling between him and the Bm: sa:s:izgis:fi?:i';: iy
q tontinued for some months, and eventually the town became divided against g
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L. 2‘{.. itself to such an extent Ithnh early in August, when the Political Agent paid

’-I_\ one of his periodical visits to the British Indian community there, he found the
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two tribal factions inhabiting respectively the Aigeh and Mugreimatein divie
sions of the port separated by the Soor ereek, on the point of opening fire on
one another. Having succeeded in persunding the parties not to open hosti-
lities for 48 hours, Major Cox returned to Maskat to inform the Sultan, who
at once proceeded there in the Noor-wl-Bahr and was in process of sq.',t",r.]inﬂ
between the parties when he was recalled by the more important news of the -
inenrsion of Aysa-bin-8aleh. His visit, however, had the desired effect, hosti-
lities were staved off for the time, and a little later the parties were able to
settle their differences through the medium of the Bheikbs of some nentral
clans in the neighbourhood.

The latter half of the year under review has been particularly free from
tribal discord,

The yenr 1903 will always be a memorahle one in the annals of British The visit of His
relations with the Sultanate of Oman as earrying the distinetion of the first Exceliency tha
State visit of a Viceroy to Maskat, ey Lkl

When informed early in October of Lord Curzon's [lﬂlmpnﬂed tour in these poamar" '

waters, His Highness BSeyyid Faisal expressed with mueh cordiality the plea-
eura and honour it would afford him to welecome His Excellency to Maskat,
and from that moment he set himselfl to prepare to receive him in a manner
befitting such a great ocecasion.

The approach to the harbour of Maskat from the open sea offers to the
traveller a panorama which natnre has endowed with an exceeding picturesque-
ness of a rugged type all its own, Apart from this valuable asset the town
lends itself with diffieulty to any embellishment, but so far as its limited
possibilities allowed, His Highness spared no effort to satisfy himself that the
town and approaches should at all events look their best and in this regard it
was also gratifying to remark the readiness with which the Maskat public
responded and did their best, each according to his lights, to put their houses in
order.

It was about 10 on the morning of the 18th November 1903 that the fine
R.IM 8, Hardinge bearing Their Excellencies, escorted by five men-of-war of
the East India Squadron appeared in the offing and the vessels presented a
truly imposing speetacle as they approached the mouth of the harbour from
the north. 7The Sultan’s flag was saluted with 21 guns as the flofilla came
abreast of the signalling tower and gun for gun was returned by the Maskat
Bsttery.

As soon as the ships had taken up their billets a further salvo of 31 guns
was fired as & welcome to His Excellenoy the Vieeroy. The Sultan’s Palace,
his steamer, the Noor-ul-Bahe, the Forts Jalali and Merani, were profusely
decorated with bunting and at His Highness's wish, in order to place in special
evidence the community of interests and sentiments which bind the two
Governments, the flag-staffs of the Sultan’s Palace and the British Consulate
were linked togather by a graceful arc of bunting 300 yards in length. The
French and American Consulates were also dressed as well as several of the
chief buildings in the town.

Bhortly after the ships had dropped anchor, a deputation from the Sultan,
headed by His Highness's brother, Seyyid Mahomed bin Turki, and consisting
of

8eyyid Taimoor-bin-Faisal,

Seyyid Mahomed-bin-Azzan,

Seyyid Badr-bin-8aif,

Beyyid Mahomed-bin-Nasi,
proceeded on board the Hardinge to convey the Sultan’s compliments. A
metrical welcome in Arabic was read by one of the deputation, which with-
drew after the usual inquiries after Their Excellencies’ health, Seyyid Maho-
med recsiving a salnte of 13 guns.

Shortly after they had reached the shore His Ilighn!l:m t!JB Sultan em-
barked in person to visit the Viceroy accompanied by his suiteand by the
ci

=
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Political Agent. After steaming round thlc entire sguadmn and aﬁkﬂﬂwladgiug et

the compliments of the crews of His Majesty’s ships, His Highness draw pit?®

: alongside the Hardinge, where he was received by the Foreign and Militg | f; 15
; J Bt

Secretaries and members of the Viceroy's Btaff, and was by them conduted
into His Excellency’s presence on the quarter-deek of the Hardinge, which
had been fitted up as a state reception room.

Greetings were exchanged and a short conversation took place after which
| the members of the Sultan’s suite were severally presented to His Excelleney,

Refreshments were then served and a few minutes later the Bultan took
his departure under a salute of 21 guns,

Between 12 and 1 o'clock the Consuls of France and Ameriea at Maskat
i proceeded on board to pay their respects and were accorded interviews by His
it | Excellency, and the salutes of their rank on departure.

About 2 o’clock the Viceroy, accompanied by His Excellency Rear Admi-
ral Atkinson-Willes and Staff, landed at the jetty which had been tem porarily
erected for the purpose at the customs wharf and were received there by the
Resident in the Persian Gulf and the Political Agent.

As His Excellency disembarked the ships of the squadron were dressed
and manned and the Vieeregal salute of 31 guns fired. From the jetty the

_ Viceregal party walked through the narrow but gaily decorated sireet to the
t British Consulate, where the Political Agent was hononred by their company
| | at lunch. :

At 3-15 . M. a representative deputation from the varions denominations
of ]'h-m.'.h subjects and protected persons dwelling in the Sultan’s territories
waited upen His Exocellency with an address which was read in English by Mr,
Purshotam Dhanjee, representative of a local Hindoo trading firm. It was
then presented in a silver casket of lopal design and manufacture repressnting
‘ aled camel standing heneath the shade of a palmtree, the trunk of which

I'm-nu-rI_ the receptacle for the vellum, Having accorded a pregnant and sym.
pathetic reply to this representation, Lord Curzon returned by ses to the jetty
at the head of which he was received on arrival by the Bultan. A Guard-of-

! hionour of British Marines with a band were in attendance at the customs
wharf and from that point the street through which the party would pass was
lined on hoth sides by the Sultan’s Arab Askaris His Highness thence con-

! 'i"‘:'_‘*'il the Viceroy and his suite to the Audience Chamber in the Palace and on
k a;ﬂ!\ful there led his guest toa seat on his right on a raised dais at the head
Erf_- lfe Tilghl- S“ﬂlfs were provided for His Excellency’s suite and the Sultan's (s ol §
3!.!- [fl[ cers of State along the two sides of the room while in the further-end i ofaly
i an‘ -fn ¥ of the hall were accommodated 70 or 80 8heikhs and representative B They
men mmhw_rfmous parts n.f the interior who had been invited in for the occasion, o |
{ B ol?!,‘lsm"!"? feature in the room were a number of loyal inseriptions in Bllir oy
i nglish capitals on coloured ground which freely adorned the walls. Te By
b "A];‘t“mm as formal grestings had heen exchanged the Chief Darbaris were e the
dmu:- i “F?Iﬁﬂd presented by the Political Agent after which an Arabic ad- Pented |y
";s“ ol welcome was read on the Sultan’s behalf Ly Sheikh Rashid-bin-Ozaia B gy
n'g q:":m ca:tj‘dm]ly ncknuw!m‘g{*d by the Viceroy, Refreshments were then ;
E]Hiﬂﬁ'-' el:::::hdﬂlﬂd ; iew] m?utvs later the Darbar broke up. is Excellency
2 20 back to the Pier-head 1 x i
on board the Hardinge, lead by the Sultan and from thence returning
In the meanwhile Sir Arthu i < i jesty”
= ; ; . r Hardinge, C.B., K.C.M.G., His Majesty"s
_ :;L'}::E:IL'; Tobran, had arrived in Maskat in H.M.S. Sphing in order to .
fii b st 11 le Viceroy, before his entry into Persian waters, The Sphins T
I rought the number of British vessels present up to 8, o [
i .Eardli!:ai H‘enmg Their _Excellencies gave a large dinner party on board the :ﬁsm'
18 Do 5"‘]' to which S8ir Arthur Hardinge, His Excellency the Naval o
|.'I:i ﬁﬁund:; :;—;r:ﬁhng 3';‘1 Btaff, the Senior Naval Officers belonging to the ;‘L"‘
= : onsular re ives ica, in £ T
: 70 Peraons, were inyital. presentatives of Franee and America, in all abou ”"thE
; i L1
i D s e
i hnrbuuﬂn\:fr an;l ;IFW the dinner the Portuguese Forts and the foreshore of the Kigij,
! ¢ brilliantly illuminated with myrisds of small lamps outlining N gt
; :
|
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T the p, 4 the more salient architectural features and at i =
nd“l;:_‘ﬁﬂij‘ works were carried out from the high terraces 0ftﬁ:iﬁ‘ﬁcrz;rgra%l;ginnyi n|f' ﬁr‘i
k 4%‘;}!* These firoworks and illuminations were the form into which the mm‘ﬂfﬁif :
Ty, of Brit.ish and British Indian communities had chosen to put their welcomz
iy to Their Excellencies, and the general effect was the more pictu;'ui{iue
gl Py, and complete owing to the fact that His Excellency Admiral Atkinson-Willes
'['H"lu-e had thoughtfully arranged for the ships of the squa'dmn to have the '(,um,w@_ [}}
Ues Ly, o their hulls, masts, and yards illuminated at the same time, so that an e ually
T delight{ul spectacle was obtainable either from the shope .;;r out at sew, TR
mtj‘"’ilu' Lati 1t “{fzﬁh”ff{%”lly enjoyed by the populace, and motley crowds of Mas-
ol tl'?e]?ijnavn manis from the interior thronged the beach and streets throughout
i Toud The morrow, however, the day fixed for the Vicerov’s Darbar
':Iinl|:|;:,jwts?*'~‘ Bultan and his notables, was the item in the programme, which the tgatrit:
mlﬁlmg;].. Elg:lif\j;:jii;dbi;:r&\;z:l I:i wllt.]in l.h]:‘c\1 n'.mss lively 1nterest and they certainly hall_
= iy p.[ll : nted, cn.lmmtvll\ nature too was at her best and
€ Muijry g;ﬁ\’:’mch would I||ﬂrt':1]':|tm; 1:'..11“-"-“.'”-I e an[llm{wt perfect weather, the absence
]ruj. fﬂ;;:;’ it de n very great difference to the comfort and enjoy-
7 deoomsg : ;
g mﬁ: ]argcﬂ':.—lg;ilelﬁi f;::p:inf‘:l: c.hl;lcn ;:-,H:,} class Cruiser of 11,000 tons and the
T gy 2 sent, was senl as the most suitable place for the assemblage
and had her quarter-deck transformed into a gorgeous Darbar Hall by thcj
Wi g help of the famous kinkobs of the Viceroy’s establishment.
1the ?’*ﬂ",ﬁ' The only thing to be regretted was that accommodation was not possible
bl i By for double tlie number of persons, but asit was, there could not have been less
0oindig i | than 300 present.
:luf;ll'eﬂ?: o Thelc?crenlmny was notified tf'- commence at 11_-30 A, M, hut for an hour
) U bl ore that time boats conveying native darbaris continued to reach the
8 prust g Argonaut, and as the appointed hour drew nigh the booming of cannon
md by sl announced the arrival, first of the Admiral, then of the Sultan, and finally
@ el 4 when all were seated in their places, of His Excelleney the Viceroy. :
dy 50 On the Viceroy’s right, on the large raised dais, was seated His Highness
18 Aty ok p the Bultan, and on His Excelleney’s left the British Minister in Ferﬁi:, the
s Highen s Naval Commander-in-Chief, and their respective staffs. Below the dais were
e in e Pl seated the Naval Officers of the squadron and other British Officers on duty in
el g e Maskat in full dress, and opposite to them an equal number of the Sultan’s
vt ad e e Officers of State and Notables of Oman. In the centre of the arena on either
il it e side of alarge gun were accommodated the non-official darbaris and specta-
s ud v tors. The magnificence of the trappings and the galaxy of uniforms made
ited n e the scome an exceedingly brilliant one which must have impressed itself
e indelibly on the memories of those present,
Py The Foreign Secretary having by His Excelleney's permission formally
e opened the Darbar, the Chief Arab Notables were brought up in turn and
! presented by the Political Ageut, after which an Arabie address rieh in expres-
et siong, of sentiments of the most hearty weleome to the Viceroy and loyal
ik mﬁ: f“PmifjhlP for the British Throne and its representative, was read aloud on
freshaatk = His Highness's behalf by Sheikh Rashid-bin-Osaiz, Governor of Semail, His
eip IEIII'": Hirhness's most erudite official ; and afterwards rendeved in English by the
fm 9% Political Agent. 1In reply His Excellency rose and delivered a spezch which was
received by all present standing, and on its conclusion was read in Arahie by
16 Tl Khan -B'l‘hﬂilur Abdurrabhman Hakim, Native Attaché of the Foreign Depart-
S}“ 10 ment. The ].:‘.'.ng]i.nh text will be appended to this report. While the whole of
' WP it was full of interest to those present, and listened to by the darbaris with the
keenest attention, the cnl minating point to them was no doubt reached when
o at the end oi bis address His Excelloncy announced that he had that morping
er ! . received the gracious permission of His Majesty the King-Emperor to confer
wlmi;, pon His Highness, Seyyid Faisal, the high honour of the Grand Cross of the
b5 Indian Empire. With this auspicious announcement, which was received
Jprith With much applause, the Darbar was declared closed, and His Exoelleney then

Fetired to a robing room to prepare for the immediate investiture of His i 'l}-
hess. A few minutes later he returned to the throne on the dais dressed in

==
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his robes of a Grand Master of the Order, and the lemer .hating beey

! formally opened the Sultan was conducted bt:fnrc the \I!ceroy “‘1_t.|1 the usug)

ceremony by the Foreign Secrefary and duly invested with the Ribbon, Badge,

Star, and Collar of the Order. The gathering then broke up, His Bxeellene

leaving under the same salute as that which greeted his arrival, followed by

the Sultan and Admiral a few minutes later,

! After leaving the drgonaut t.he's Bul{nn proceeded direct on hoard the

Hardinge for a short personal interview with Lord Curzon, and also to take

leave of him, as His Excellency proposed to leave in the course of the

| afternoon,

The two days of the Viceregal visit had been observed as a public holiday
in Maskat and the fete culminated in the afternoon, while the squadran wag
prepating to get under way, in a series of native dances on ﬂli‘} strand in front

' of the British Consulate, where some 20 or 30 bands of_ nimhle dancers iy
grotesque costnmes and disguises disported themselves until nightfall.

Thus ended a most august event in the history of Maskat which the Ruler
and his subjects have every reason to remember with the liveliest pleasure,

As the principal addresses which were delivered in the courseof the visit
have a permanent interest and importance, the full text of them is bere ap-
pended for facility of future reference.

: | I

Address _I_;r?.w"n!ed to His E,rr'elf{‘ﬂf,r; the Vﬂ‘!‘f‘?’f’!}!’ 5;}' the Cﬁﬁ-mﬂﬂff’ ﬂf

1
|
British subjects and other British protected persons in Moskat, ﬁ:f:’
MAY 11 PLEASE YoUrR EXCELLENCY, |.':L:i
‘We, the entire community of British subjeets, Hindu, Muhammadan, Parsi, |
and other British protected persons, settled in the towns of Maskat and Mattra, e the s
' most respectfully beg, on behalf of ourselves and our fellow subjects residing b e
in other parts of His Highness the Sultan’s dominions, to offer Your Excel. 435
) lencies & most heartfelt weleome on the oceasion of your visit to Maskat, HEtE s
In doing so, we venture to congratulate Your Exeellency, with much ntm "
respect, on being the first Viceroy and Governor-General of India, since the ihkfy)
passing of the destinies of the Indian continent to the British Crown, to visit ‘{k_’“-“-
{ these distant shores, and to have thus inaugurated a new and vigorous politieal 8w
i departure in a sphere where so many Indian interests are involved ; and it has "“t'l'fl".
i been a source of enhanced gratifieation to us to know that since Your Excel- Ty v
| lency’s happy decision to accept an extension of your term of office (a decision _'I.’_Jz:el_m
which has been received by all classes of His Majesty the King-Emperor's b,
subjects with lively satisfaction), the first great act of policy which Your *amyh
Excellency his undertaken has been this most auspicious tour in the Gulfs of Titoack
Oman and Persia. il of
Accustomed as the races peopling these shores are to receive impressions Sty
from outward sppearances, we cannot but feel confident that this happy under- 0
taking will prove to be an epoch-making event in the progress and enhance- Tak gy,
ment of British prestige and influence. It will serve, too, as an abiding Dot
demonstration to the inhabitants of the littoral that the preponderating in'imhl
i influence of Great Britain in these waters is no shadowy or remote foree, buta :
il lively and dignified reality, and that the Vieeroy of the King-Emperor, who Ih?
14 holds benevolent sway over the millions of the vast continent of British India
18] watches With no less zeal and keen interest the welfare of His Most Gracious
i Majesty's subjects scattered all over the Gulf.
-li_-i- ixeept to give Your Excellencies a respectful and hearty welcome, and
'.* to give expression to our loyalty and devotion to the oreat Government whose
subjects we are, we have little cause to tresjass on Your Excellency’s time, and, E%H

so far as our own loeal and particular needs and ecircumstances are concerned,
have an encouraging tale to tell.

Reference: IOR/V/23/82, No 412. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qgdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023551242.0x00001¢c



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023551242.0x00001c?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

‘Administration Report on the Persian Gulf Political Residency and Maskat

Political Agency for 1903-1904’ [174r] (27/80)

h———
S0
My,
m . RESIDENCY AND MASKAT POLITICAL AGENCY FOR THE YEAR 1003-1904. 15
9% Viowy, . S T T T i
Mg o) g, We enjoy in Maskat the rights and priviles I
| ,hn’alh_-‘ our interests are carefully guarded 1}5! uurea[go'gmtlf]:rm: lefafo_umd o
Hky B, li;i,a,Q experience complete toleration in matters of religion. '_l'h;lr oy Mot
iy ™ unnecessary litigation amongst us, British subjects, and 'us.-‘,iu oot
i , promptly obtainable in the Agency Court. ; PSRN seiy Wi
N In matters connected with our dealings wi i 1
"f",ﬂﬂ_. n;‘l:'._ we are accustomed to receive a courteous hfar;l:hf:s; n;ﬁvgsﬂqi ey s
10 fly | theless we often experience difficulty i At 16 Highness, never-
| ] 3 ¥ in obtaining relief, and this is partly
e owing no 01:1“1:0 the unsettled state of the interior. In this latter connec-
-ﬂ!”.'&t;' 31011&:& make bold to explain to Your Excellency that, whereas considerin
o il Ny e degree of enhght.cnment among the Bedouin Arabs, illtur-lrihn:] uh;ifa un‘id.{
E:!}!mﬁ‘ ;m;ﬁ?fnt?]wa WItilm dthu 'r::t}l,uu: If:;l' things, and when they are limited to the
My e country do not immediately af, el :
E!nn.‘ilmh?* that of other peaceable members of tlwymm(::t::ur?i‘rl: -\L{i:'ir:h a.lny perisn o
f Mg E& sometimes the case, the scene of the strife is tmnsful:r;d to r| t"CBS. e
e ,’{'h'-'é; their immediate neighbourhood, our commercial inmrpgt:ﬁ 1wm'=t T, o
Jl"&mh suffer ; and we are put to anxiety for the safety of the I iy 1rume¢ately
I'Lnﬁpmi-il our fellow-subjects. For, as Your ]:“.R.Ec]]e:n‘rii is a;‘e“;v;.? ?,Ill,:i“l;rgﬁn:zges ':i
et of [ tow:r]?a of Ogmn (n[tan far ‘remo_w-d from the capital) s,mail cu;nmunil.i:nmz;r
BTW!}; Ipdlan Su:bJEI:t-II reside, in w.}’"m hands all the local trade is centred
::m;ercé%lﬁllltﬁ;?g {Jumhie 4 capacity, are the pioneers of British I_ndlu;
aters,
Thanks to the vigilant aetivity of suecess] iti
&l g : \ ive DPolitical Agents and of
ant.nth dMPn-of-fmr at seasons of unrest, there is litile antualgda-ngﬂ to the
i ives ;; ngpmp:rtws Ofdth(’i-e our fellow-subjects, but the detriment to their
18 operations and ours is great, and we venture to hope that Your -
r—— lency’s Government will see its way, either by slrung‘rhunirfl)g the hands ffx'ﬁ:le
:};ler,iojrj ht,v lm_-.tl:e niat(-rfcreﬁzc on the coast where necessary for the preserva-
ion of british interests, to take menasures which will deter the n::ml\'trilj;:sme
- ¥ 3 1 3 n
o ik of OT:nm&ng d:arturbmg the commerce of the country by their dissensions,
py - alters of commerce generally, we continue t <
ad tal B o bt 2 Ts miinue to prosper, and though
E:;EJ; :fit?fiﬁ lnﬂ.iag ot mlej&a;:r:;ﬂl::mm not been wanting of foreign competition,
ofer e
ar v o M There is one depressing factor, however, of comparatively recent
it s 3 growth
P ﬁ:} w.lmt,:_:e:e make hold to draw Your Excellency’s benevolent attention, and
el s 8L Is the demoralising fluctuations in the silver exchange. Sinee the closin
Y (o 1 f:c;lhenlnidmn mints in 1893, and the consequent fall in the price of silver, the
gt grut]yo]{r:-;:;ichan%e _hns r:iut ;ﬂafed :c— exhibit remarkable fluctuations, which
Fame ce and impede the local import trade, from the faet that the
11 " is £ .
&m sri[::lm': We thor f"‘ﬂ“e of the rupee is fixed and that of the Maskat Dollar is not,
g e therefore humbly commend the matter to Your Excelleney’s wise oonsi-
ﬂ'ﬂlm e deration in the hope that, in co-operation with the local Government, some
-?d ]:r&'rlh*" means may be devised of bringing about a better state of things.
e 4 In conclusion, we beg to reiterate our weleome, and to assure you that
= I:_u:}t of Your ]:xue]lem;y and your gifted Consort will be a landmark in
ot “:neﬁ :inf J:.a:kat :hnd will live green in our memories ; and it is our
e oopoat prayer hefore the Supreme Being, in whose hands the destiny of sll
i b us lie, to vouchsafe to Your Excellency a continuanes of bodily health and
" : por ;‘i:; b htohil:;aelljle you tnh render further great services to the Empire and to
. s on. your brow.
it e F"‘ r
ot 47 We beg to subscribe ourselves Your Excellency’s most humble servants.
fe Rt
uiﬂz'”i-l
- 11
pol B -
Lt His Excellency's reply to the foregoing.
,m [ﬁnﬂ; GexTLEMEN,
T i
rf""ﬁ; It is with much pleasure that 1 bave received the loyal and well composed
e address which has just been read, and that on crossing the sea from India to

=
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| th:;' shores of another country I_lr'n.d a large andlpr_mperoulk cin_nlnmuniix of the
| subjects of His Majesty the King-Emperor existing inm_ plying their trads
here in conditions of security :.mul t".ll'.11.':‘1I1rﬂf"Jﬂ. l. ln“li! made some attempt
to ascertain the numbers of ]_5}';1_1~'h Indian .-m]la_}r-m.u who are thus to be found
in Maskat and other parts of Oman, and I find that they amount to no fewer
| than 1,300 persons, the 111:'1]nru_\' of \:hrmll came l:l'llL'_lhfI“}', or eome now, from
] | the opposite shores of Sind and Kathiawar, The fact that these two coasts
face each other at so ineonsiderable a distance and tll? _u‘ell kmw‘.‘ aptitudes
of the particular communities that you represent sufficiently explain the close
mercantile connections that heve grown up during the last century hv_hpgn
Maskat and Indiaand leave one in no surprise at the L.‘.(Jll_‘lml!TEml predominanee
of Great Britain in the trade and shipping of this State, Gentlemen, the
;; political stake of one country in another is sometimes mlt-m-urud by its
sommercial interests, but does mot always lend itsell readily fo precise or
mathematical definition ; on the uther hand, the f!Dl]lmE!l’Uiﬂll st,alm is more
easily reduced to fizures and ealeulations, the effect of which is not open to
dispﬁta. I will take, for instance, the time in whieh I have been conneeted
with the Government of India, namely, the Iast five years, when I find that
during that period the British proportion of trade with the port of Maskat hss
averaged 84 per cent., and that of the total number of steamers that have
! entered and cleared from this port in the same time the average British
: percentage in each year has been 07. I am satisfled that the predominance

| of Great Britain in the mercantile interests of the State is supreme and
! incontestable, and I realise that in addressing yon I am receiving a hody _ol
i gentlemen who represent a not unimportant outpost of British commereial

enterprise in the East and whose labours have contributed and still contribute

in no small degree to the material welfare of Oman. I am glad to hear from

you that in the pursuit of this peaceful avocation your interests are safe-

guarded by the successive Political Agents—and by none 1 am sure more

diligently than by Major Cox—who have been sent here to represent the

| Government of Indin.” That you obtain justice, that you abstain from

litigation, and that you enjoy complete religious tolerances—these conditions are

all favourable to the success of your operations, and they leave you with

little ground for eomplaint. In one paragraph of your address you ho:tu

spoken of the disturbances that sometimes spring up in the interior and which

{ oceasionally travel down to the coast ports and affect the security of the places

in which you reside. The British Government have mever embroiled them=

salves in this internal strife which appears to be a hereditary legacy in (Jman,

but undoubtedly if it were to reach a point that seriously menaced the

interests or imperilled the lives and property of British subjects, lawfu]l;

trading upon the coast, we should feel called upon to intervene for their

protection, and by no one T am sure would such intervention be more loyally

welcomed or more cordially assisted than by His Highness, You have

referred in your address to the depreciation in the loeal exchange. Thisis8

matter which I will take into consideration. Gentlemen, I am obliged for the

kind words in which you have welecomed me to Maskat. I understand _t!llt

among those who present the address are representatives of other communities,

such as the Portuguese of Gon, who enjoy British protection in this Stafe.

To all of you I wish a continuance of the conditions under which your tra

exists and flourishes in Oman, and 1 rejoiee that there has been prc!ente_d

me the opportunity, while I am the head of the Government of Tndia, of

testifying the interest which I feel in this outlying Colony of Indian influence

! and trade. If only remains for me to thank you for presenting your address

i in a specimen of silver work so characteristic of the tastes and customs of the

locality, It will always be a memento of this agreeable nmelingunth'-‘
oceasion of my present visit to Maskat.

]

S e

to

. S v S
;[”_; ITL :
i His Highness Seyyid Foisal's public address to the Ficeroy at the opening o
the Darbar on H.M,S. Argonaut.
Your Excrinexcy,
I trust it will not be amiss if I take advantage of this auspicious 0cossi’"
to convey to Your Excellency some public expression of the plessure 8¥

-
© e ———
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RESIDENCY AND MASKAT POTITICAL AGENCY FOR THE YEAR 19081004 17
honour which it affords to me and mine, in the first place to be able t
weleome Your two Excellencies and His Excelleney ithe Admira] m:;d ‘:ucf
imposing and distinguished escort to our modest capital of Oman, and {5 the
second place to be thus afforded an opportunity of manifesting e ;I'Jll'mnnt-
of sincere friendship and attachment to that Great Gm'n-riune:[, of Indin I“'llli(-l:
Your Excelleney directs and to His Majesty the King-Emperor of ha =
whose Vieeroy and proxy you are in these far off climes, dailo

It is now more than a century since my forefathers first entered into
treaty relations with Great Britain and that an English Resident has
represented the Great Government in gur Territory, and for a Ioln ¥ u.ri,..;i
before that Maskat had been in constant En“'ml!ﬂ'iul‘ touch and int?‘r}':uun-‘c
with the English through the trading ports of India,

During that period the Rulers of Oman have been on terms of the closest
friendship with Great Britain snd at many of those hours of need and
difficulty which are wont to arise so suddenly in an Eastern Btate I and mv
forebears liave been the greatful reci pients, on innumerable occasions, of that
moral and substantial support which the British Govern ment in the ;|erunu of
the Viceroy of Indin has been ever ready to afford, I am therefore in no way
different from my predecessors in owing a large debt of eratitude to the
\-'iw":'i:‘y of Ill[li?l, but there is one ]juim'. in this connection in rggppct of which
1 do stand alone among the Seyyids of Oman and that is in experiencing the
great honour and pleasure of being able to welcome a Vieeroy of India in
person to Maskat and to express my feelings to him face to face: and it is
with grateful appreciation and with the knowledge that my relations and my
loyal subjects will fully endorse what T say that I declare that at no time in
Magkat history and from no Viceroy has greater sympathy and kindness heen
extended to us than by this great Vieeroy, Lord Curzon, whom T am privileged
to address to-day. T consider myself particularly fortunate therefore in being
able to testify before this august assemblage to the reality of our oblieations
and the sincerity of our appreciation of them, More than this I beg Your
Excellency to belieye me when I declare that neither I nor my brother por my
children should they be called upon 1o follow after me will ever cease to he
mindful of the claims of that strong and ancient friendship which in time
past has kept secure the bonds of union existing between Great Britain and
ourselves, and that we will at all times remain loyal to those ties.

I am afraid that Maskat offers few attractions to the experienced traveller,
and except to put our houses and highways in order as far as circumstances
have permitted and to proclaim a general heliday during Your Excellencies’
august presence here there hns been little that it has been possible for us to
do in honour of this great oceasion. In this reeard I can only ask Your
Excellency to call to mind the sentiments of the poet who sang :—

“TIt is not every thing that a man wants that he ean achieve: nor can
the speeding barque command the wind that she listeth,”

At any rate I hope that Your Excellency and your fair and precious Lady,
Her Excelleney Lady Curzon, will not carry away with you from Maskat any
but kindly recollections,”

IV.

His Ezxcellency the Ficeroy's reply to the above,

Yovn HienxEss, Your EXCELLENCIES, AND GENTLEMEN,

Your Highness has already addressed me yesterday in terms of warm
weleome to your Capital and State, and to-day you have anticipated much of
what I desired to say in the speech which you have just spontameously
delivered, in which you have spoken in feeling language of the historie con-
nection between the British Government and the Stage of Oman. It was Your
Highness's own great grandfather with whom the first treaty was concluded
with the Esst India Company 105 years ago. As you have further reminded
me, for more than a century has a British Representative been stationed at

]

-

Reference: IOR/V/23/82, No 412. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qgdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023551242.0x00001f

29


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023551242.0x00001f?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

‘Administration Report on the Persian Gulf Political Residency and Maskat
Political Agency for 1903-1904’ [175v] (30/80)

i3 ADMINISTRATION REPORT ON THE PERSIAN GULF POLITICAL

Maskat, and during that time the friendly Iilltt’.::(‘nllrrin:! between the RS
Governments has been i_ir’]l]_cnl‘lrih‘:_l'n,C:.i by a series of Irc:ut.u‘:-alur conventions of
! which I ean trace no fewer than nine, and “'ll“"h have provided for the glogest
political and commercial relations ns \\'{_'-l[ as for Ilrhc suppression of the slave
trade and of piracy, and for the extension of the eleetrie telegraph,

This series of agreements not only sufficiently testifies to the eonneetions
i that have grown ll-p between the two Governments anrl.T.lml. have linked the
. State of Oman to the British Government by quite exceptional ties, but they
have also been strengthened, as Your Highness has pointed out, by the support
which has been given on eritieal occasions by the British Government tg
suceessive Rulers of Oman, while a further and natural bond of union ig
' supplied by the facts that Maskat lies just opposite to 1htl- shores of India, thag
1 its trade is not only for the most part with India, but is largeiy in Todisn
! hands, that a large number of British Indian subjects reside here, and that
the prosperity of the State is mainly dependent on thc_-‘il.‘ conditions. Tt is pat
surprising, therefore, that the Government of India should feel s partioular
interest in this place, or that a Viceroy of Indian should desire to visit it and to
make the acquaintance of its Ruler. HMis pleasure in doing so is greatly
enhanced when he learns from Your Hirhness's own lips that you and youp
children will ever be mindful of these strong and ancient nl:iia.u.ﬁun!,
and that to them you and they will always remain loyal, These are words
| which I shall cherish in friendly recollection, not only on my gwn
Il helall, but on behalf of the Government which I represent,  Youor
! Highness has now ruled your State for fifteen years. I had the pleasure of
visiting it when you had only just succeeded fourteen years ago, and I am
glad to congratulate Your Highness on the progress that has since been made,
The volume of your trade is steadily increasing, the wise step which the
Government of India so strongly urged on Your Highness a few years ago, of
taking over the customs of your State in preference to farming them fo
others, has been attended with largely increased profits, and it gave me much
| satisfaction, fwo years ago, with Your Higlmess’s permisgion, to bring your

capital into still closer connestion with the outer world by laying a telegraphio

2 | cable from Jask to Maskat. I also personally selected Major Cox, as an
E officer in whose discretion and ability 1 had perfect confidence, to represent
the Government of India at your capital, and Your Highness has already
assured me that you have found in him a prudent couneillor and friend. At
Dellii in January last, though Your Highness was unable to aceept my ine
vitation to the creat ceremony that we held to eelebrate the Coronation of His
Majesty the King-Emperor, 1 had the pleasure of weleoming your son,
Taimur, and of conversing with him about the condition and welfare of Oman.
I have referred to the fact that the British Government have extended &
peculiar measure of protection in the past to the State of Oman and its
Rulers, They have on more than one oecasion intervened fo save it from
rebellion or disruption. Your Hirhness may rest assured that this poliey will
not be departed from. 8o long as the Rulers of Oman continue to obssrre
t‘hmr treaty engagements to the Government of India, and to administer this
h;atl‘ Wlt]_l enlightenment and justice, they will continue to receive the support
of the British Government, which is interested in preserving the peace of the
country and the security of its trade, We cannot rezard with satisfaction the
attempts of discontented classes or persons among Your Highness's subjects
to :Et;:urb the tranquillity of your State beeause, in so daing, not only do they
contost Your Highness's authority, but they are apt to injure the interests of
British subjects also, These interests we are bound to protect for our owD
iy sake as well as for yours. We hope that Your Hizhness will continue to
! trinmph over all such adversaries as in the past. I trust that this important
vceasion, when for the first time a Ruler of Oman and the Representative in

AT g —

i ‘ India of the Illustrious British Soversign exchange greetings in the waters of m

) ."-Iﬂskst,_ may be a landmark in the history of the ever widening and deepening | g
1 connection between our stwo States, that the firm fricndship hetween them Vet fy

it miy continue to grow, and that Your Hichness mav be blessed with health Yy

it n{d long life to rale over a pacified and loyal people. I have still one agree- ey, |

i able funection to perform. Only vesterday I received the gracious permission o g

F. 1 o ‘L‘ m
!
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mare%it;.l ;:f His }Enj;‘lﬂy(:he i{(i:u_:.;-_Em[pu:Inr to eonfer upon Your Highness the high
! ionour of the Grand Cross o £ H:l()rtler of the Indian Empire. This dise
Olenuic[m:‘.:- tinction will be a proof me\ vor llhglmca:-s of the sincere sentiments of friend-
Fl"‘!'-lh M ship which are enlerﬁamex. l-m?nds you by the British Government, and it is
[Pt | 78 also & recognition of the loyalty to whieh Your Highness has given sueh fervent
s "iﬂil;& Ry expression on maore t'lran_ one ooeasion in the eourse of vesterday and tcr-llm‘l
| ﬂ?epa,ml.'- It will now be my pleasing duty as Grand Master of the Order to roceed E'
a'I’-iE‘-J_d.J.‘.‘; the due and solemn investiture of Your Highness, FrTER.
tha Brgyy ;;'_i The Resident in tl}c Persian Gulf, Lieutenant-Colonel . A, Kemball, Resident’s
in “m.m ’f!s C.LE, n-_cltnd_ Maskat in April 1903 ﬂTl_dll again in November, a few ([uy; Ageut’s visits
: dl'd]!'u.u before the arrival of His Excelleney the Viceroy,
'-:‘.n.lnlnt i IL'!-,-. The Politieal Agent m:n{l‘e several short trips to various coast ports during Politicsl
T the yesr, including Khor Fakan, Mureir, Shinas, Saham, Sohar Suwaik, tours,
li'%m-jh_i‘ Khuhtnn'_a. Mesnaa Barka, and Sceb on the Batineh coast and Scor L,,’”“_._ ioatl
143 gy ] of Maskat. No inland tours were found practicable this year, as in the
‘I'“ll! i spring and at the beginning of the ecold season, the two most favourable times
Sure i gy for lnllrl'ln:;', important events were taking place which necessitated the Politioal
som [y Agent’s remaining in Maskat.
% nj !J:n-'h-L Tlhe ndministlmtion of the Maskat and Mattrah customs, which continue Administration
Wi, opg, 1&:‘ to be under the direct management of the local Government, has heen gatise ©f Customs.
0, 1 g o factory =0 l'a_r as the fe'htmus between the Customs Superintendent, his staff,
Whidh [ ! and the trading public are concerned, complaints from merchants having heen
[ (] few during the year and easy of adjustment ; but a system by which sudden
10 oy g ealls _on the S_mte !":I.Cll.etllllll‘ are met lll}' drafts upon the Customs
!i"ulthsgr::. Superllilﬂl:i}]FtlL is t:lb\'m.L.-ai_!.r unmunfi, and liable* to place that official in
o v W— -: frequent {:.l!'ﬁcnltlrs and to prevent him from doing full justice to his charge.
H?mﬂ";l Judging from the trade returns which the local Government is good
et b i ﬂnupgh to mlpply.v the .TE’Vl‘IlllvH. Ic'n]eznlntwl on the volume of trade must
ety again this year have ram'}wd thclhlglu.-n't. figure they have yet touched chiefly
iy owing to 4 strong boom in arms just at the end of the year, the causes of
oS, o iy which are not quite apparent. With such an improving revenue, if the
Sultan’s fiscal administration eould be condueted on somewhat more business-
like lines, the finanecial position of the Ruler would be on a sounder footing